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UllTBICT  Of  COLVMBIAi  to  VM: 

Bi  IT  RftJiBJtBiRiii,  That  OD  cIm  Moood  dtj  of  Mftreh,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thouiiDd  eliht  hondrad  and  twen^-ti^^  and  of  the  lodependeoee  of  the  United 
Stitei  of  Aroerlea  the  flfileth,  Wixxux  Tuobaia  Woin  Tovi,  of  the  nid  Dittriet, 
hat  dopoAlted  In  thki  offioe  the  title  of  a  Book,  the  r%jbt  whereof  he  elaimi  ai  Aathor, 
In  Uie  wordi  followlnK.  to  wit  i 

••  LUb  of  TheoUld  Wolfe  Tone,  Ibondrr  of  the  United  Irbh  Soeietj,  and  Adja- 
tant  General  and  Chef  do  Brifade  hi  the  lerfiee  of  the  Frenoh  and  BataTfam  Repab- 
llei  I  written  by  hlmeelf,  and  eonUniwd  by  hb  Son  t  with  hit  Politieal  Writingt,  and 
Fraf  mc>ntt  of  hit  IHaryi  whUtC  Agent  to  the  General  and  Sttb-eommittee  of  the  Ca- 
Ihollot  of  Ireland,  and  Seeretary  to  the  Delcgatkin  who  preiented  their  Petition  to 
hit  Mi^letty  Oeorge  III.  Hit  Mkalon  to  Franee  i  with  aeomplete  IXtry  of  hltNeto- 
tbtkmt  to  proonre  the  aid  of  the  FVeneh  and  Batatkn  Bepohliet  for  the  Liberation  of 
frvland  i  of  the  Ripeditlont  of  Bantry  Bay,  the  Texel,  and  of  that  wherein  he  fell. 
Nanmtlve  of  hit  Trhd,  Defenee  before  the  Court  Martial,  and  Death,  fidited  by  hk 
Son,  Willbm  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone  i  with  a  brief  aoeoont  of  hit  own  Kdoeatkin  and 
Campal|nt  under  the  BnperorNapoleoo.  In  two  ^pohunea.  VietriscnntalXitphmiit, 
ted  Yieu  Catoni.  Phamlia,Llb.  l,iefeelSI.»* 

Ineonfermity  to  the  net  of  the  GQn|re«of  the  United  Stitet,  entitled  *«  An  net 
for  the  eneoorafemcttt  of  leantlnf,  by  teenrinf  the  eopiet  of  Mape,  Chartt,  and  Booka, 
to  the  anthort  and  pfoprtetora  of  aneh  eopiet  dnrint  ^  tioMe  therein  mentioneds** 
and,  alto,  to  the  ntt,  enUtlad  **  An  net  anpplemcntary  to  an  nal,  entitled  '  An  aet  for 
th<>  eneonrey  meat  of  lanmInK,  by  teenring  the  eopfat  of  Mapa,  Chila,  and  Booka,  to 
the  anthort  and  proprielQii  of  amh  eopiet  dnring  the  tinMO  therein  aaentioncd,'  and 
extending  the  betftta  thttwrfto  the  am  of  dte%niH»  «€"w*^  ***  etching  hktnri» 
<«l  and  other  printt,'' 

%%%%%%%  In  wniteirv  vukbqv,  I  hnee  hcicnnio  tet  wit  hand, 

S  »^  ^  S  «nd  aiUed  the  pnhtit  aaid  of  m^  oftee,  the  dqr  and 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


IN  publishing  the  life,  works,  and  memoirs  of  my  Tathei-, 
I  owe  si>mc  arcount  of  the  motives  which  engageil  me  to  delay 
their  appearance  to  the  present  day.  and  to  pi-oduce  them  at 
this  moment.  These  memoirs  were  never  destined  for  Uie 
public :  they  wei-c  written  for  one  or  two  frienils,  now  no 
more,  and  for  his  family,  of  which  my  mother  and  myself  are 
now  tlies4)le  survivors.  His  pen,  which  always  flowed  with  light 
and  easy  grace,  was,  of  course,  allowed  to  run  in  these  care- 
less memoramlums  with  the  utmost  effiision  and  abandon  of  soul ; 
they  exhibit  his  every  passing  feeling  on  every  occasion,  and 
apo  sometimes  as  severe  on  the  failings  and  weaknesses  of  his 
own  party,  and  of  those  to  whom  he  was  most  warmly  and 
sincerely  attached,  and  for  whom  he  sacrificed  the  brilliant 
pi-ospects  of  his  yimth,  and.  at  lengtlt,  his  life,  as  on  their  ad- 
versaries. Of  course,  whilst  the  interests  in  which  he  was 
engaged  were  yet  alive,  numbers,  and  some  of  them  unsuspect- 
ed  at  the  time,  might  have  been  dangerously  compromised,  or 
seriously  hurtt  by  this  publication.  In  his  latter  days,  when 
he  aiiticipateil,  with  the  dcejiest  despondency,  tlie  probable  fail- 
ure of  liis  hopes,  he  used  sometimes  to  exclaim,  •*  Thank  God  l 
0  man  has  ever  been  com|tromised  by  me."  Young  as  I  was 
at  the  time,  I  was  brought  up  by  my  nurviving  parent  iu  all  the 
principles  and  in  all  Ihe  feelings  of  my  father. 

But.  now,  one  tpiurter  of  a  century  is  more  than  elapsed, 
and  repeated  revolutions  have  altered  the  political  face  of  the 
world.  The  founder  of  Die  United  Irish  Society,  the  fii-st  of 
liis  countrymen  who  called  on  the  people  tn  unite,  without 
discrimination  of  faith,  for  the  imlependence  of  their  country, 
has  scaled,  with  his  blood,  tb(^  principles  which  he  profeited. 
Hie  contempoi-aries,  the  men  with  whom  ho  thought  ami  acted. 
Vol.  I— I 
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are  mostly  sunk  in  tlic  grave;  those  wlio  survive,  are  either 
I'etircd  fi-om  puWic  life,  or  engaged  in  different  pursuits;  tiie 
\erj-  government  against  wliicii  lie  struggled,  cxista  no  more ; 
and  tiie  country  whose  liberty  lie  sought  to  establish,  has 
last  even  that  shadow  of  a  national  administration,  and  lias 
sunk  into  a  province  of  England.  I  cannot  think  that  the  pub- 
lication of  tiieso  memoirs,  at  tlio  present  day,  can  ii\jcire  the 
prospcctst  or  endanger  tlio  peace  of  any  living  being,  ills 
few  surviving  friends,  and  even  his  opponents,  can  only  look 
on  tliose  relics  witli  feelings  of  fond  recollection,  for  one  of  the 
must  amiable,  affectionate,  and  gentle-hearted  of  men — a  man 
of  the  purest  and  sinccrest  principles  and  patriotism,  (what- 
ever may  he  ileemcd,  according  to  tlic  reader's  opinions,  of  the 
soundness  of  his  views, )  and  of  the  most  splendid  talents.  It  is, 
besides,  a  tribute  wliich  1  owe  to  his  memory,  and  a  saci'dl 
duty,  believing,  as  I  do.  that,  in  tlie  eyes  of  impartial  and  un- 
interested posterity,  they  will  bo  honorable  to  his  character ; 
that  they  tlirow  a  most  interesting  light  on  the  political  situa- 
tion and  history  of  Ireland,  and  that  even  yet,  and  in  its  present 
state,  the  views  which  they  contain,  may  be  of  some  use  to  that 
country  for  which  he  died,  and  for  which,  though  an  exile  from 
my  infancy.  I  must  ever  feel  the  interest  due  to  my  native  land. 
Another  motive  whicli  has  determined  me  to  bring  out  this 
work  at  present,  is  the  late  publication  of  some  fragments  of  it. 
(an  aulo- biography  of  my  father)  in  the  London  New  Monthly 
Magazine,  a  publication  entirely  unexpected  by  me,  as  1  have 
never  had  any  acijuaiiitance  or  correspondence  witti  the  Editors 
of  that  paiier.  A-s  I  possess,  and  now  republish,  tltc  original 
manuscript  from  whence  tliey  arc  taken,  I  must  do  these  gen- 
tlemen the  justice  to  give  my  testimony  in  favor  of  their  nc- 
curacy,  and,  with  the  esceptiun  of  a  few  trifling  mistakes,  very 
pardonable  at  such  a  distance  of  time,  and  wliich  uhall  be  rec* 
tificd  in  the  present  work,  to  thank  them  for  the  liberality  of 
their  comments  and  observations.  The  character  of  tlie^e 
notes,  and  the  very  appearance  of  this  biographical  sketch,  at 
this  time,  and  in  England,  convinces  me  that  my  father'B  name 
is  not  yet  ipiite  forgotten,  and  is  atill  respected,  even  in  Ihv 
country  of  his  adversaries.  The  amiability  of  his  ]iersuna]  cha- 
racter, secured  him,  indeed,  even  during  his  life  timc^  and 
amidst  all  the  rancour  of  political  animosity,  the  rare  ailvan- 
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tion,  whprc  a  natural  ami  iiutimial  vein  ol'  wit  and  WJing  flowed 
without  cflurt  or  ufVrcUtiont  were  inilcKcnbable,  Iltit.  tliough 
forme*!  to  be  tlic  delight  of  Hocicty.  the  joys  of  home  iiml  do- 
mestic life  were  htM  real  «Ionient.  He  was  the  foiuleHt  of  hus- 
bands, of  fathers,  of  sotir,  »!'  brothers  and  of  friends.  In  the 
privacy  of  his  modest  fireside,  the  liveliest  flow  of  spirits  ami 
of  feeling  was  never  ititcrrujited  by  one  moment  of  dullness  nr 
of  Imrsbness,  and  it  was  the  hapjiiest  of  rcteeats. 

His  sucre&s  in  the  world  was  astoni^<!iing.  and  owing  almost 
as  murb  to  the  amiability  of  his  character  and  social  riuulitie^ 
as  to  his  extraordinary  talents.  Risen  from  an  obscure  birth, 
and  struggling  with  poverty  ami  diflirulties,  bis  classical  tri> 
umpbs  and  ar(|Utrements  at  the  Univt'rsity  were  of  the  highest 
order-  On  entering  afterwards  into  life,  he  supported  his  father 
and  numerous  family,  by  his  sole  rfforls.  and  rose  not  nnly  to 
independence  and  fame,  but  was  received  as  a  favorite  in  tho 
first  aristocralir  circles,  even  bcfure  he  engaged  in  politics. 
Amongst  tlie  illustrious  families  and  characters  with  whom  hs 
was  familiarly  aciiiiainted,  and  who  certainly  yet  rememlter 
his  name  witti  affection,  were  the  Duke  of  Leinstcr,  Lord 
Mnira.  and  his  noble  and  princely  mother,  the  Hon.  Ocurgo 
Knox  am)  Marcus  Bomsford,  IMunkett,  Grattan,  Curran, 
Hamilton  Rowan,  P.  Bui-rowes,  air  Laurence  Parsons,  Em- 
melt,  C.  Bttsbe,  Whitley  Stokes  &c.  and  all  the  heads  of  the 
Irish  bar  and  society.  I  have  already  obscrvctl,  that,  however 
opjMwed  to  many  of  them  in  [Kditics,  and  when  he  was  hecomc 
a  marking  leader,  and  most  obnoxious  to  the  government,  lio 
preserved  their  affection.  And  when,  after  Jackson's  trial,  bo 
lay  under  a  kind  of  proscription,  they  gave  him  noble  and  gen- 
eroui  proofs  of  it. 

His  success  in  politics  was  no  less  wonderful.  When  be 
w  rote,  his  first  pamphlet  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  (the  Northern 
Whig)  ho  was  not  acquainted  with  a  single  individual  of  that 
religion,  so  complete  at  that  period  was  tlie  distinction  marked 
in  society  between  the  several  sects.  In  a  few  months  be  was 
the  prime  mover  of  their  councils,  and  necoinpUahcd  Uie  unioa 
between  Ihem  and  tlic  dissenters  of  the  North. 

His  ptditical  principles  will  of  course  he  blamed  or  approv- 
ed.  aiTonling  to  those  of  the  reader.  During  bis  lifetime, 
some  regarded  him  an  a  fanatical  democrat  and  furious  dcma-  ^ 
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gogiie,  whilst  ollirrs  in  his  own  party  accuHe4l  him  of  haughti- 
nc<ui  in  hi»  iiirhiii'I',  aad  ttristocratiral  prrjiitlici^s.  The  fact  isi 
tliat,  thoiigli  he  prcrerred  in  thenrj'  a  repuhlicaii  form  of  govcr  n- 
meiit.  Ills  main  object  was  to  procure  the  imlepcmlence  of  his 
country  under  a  liberal  ailnitnii^tration,  wliatoter  inighthc  its 
form  or  name.  Hi'*  testes  and  habits  were  rather  aristocrati- 
cal  for  the  society  with  which  he  was  BometimvH  obliged  to 
mingle.  I  believe  that,  in  reading  the^e  nicinnirs.  many  people 
will  be  surprized  at  (and  some  pcHmpft  will  blame)  the  moder- 
ation of  his  views.  The  persecutions  of  the  government  drove 
liim  much  further  than  he  purposed  at  first  But.  from  tlieir 
fair  and  impartial  perusal,  none  can  possibly  rise,  without  be- 
ing convinced  of  his  purity  and  patriotism,  whatever  they  may 
deem  of  his  wisdom  and  foresight.  No  man  who  ever  engaged 
so  deeply  and  so  earnestly  in  so  great  a  cause,  was  so  little  in- 
fluenced liy  any  motives  of  personal  ambition,  or  so  disinter* 
estedly  devoted  to  what  he  thought  the  interest  of  his  country. 

In  opening  these  pages  it  should  also  be  remembered,  that 
the  situation  and  jiolitical  organization  of  Ireland  at  that  pe- 
riod, were  totally  different,  both  from  what  they  had  been  be- 
fore and  from  what  they  have  fallen  to  since.  She  possessed, at 
that  precise  moment,  a  separate  govcrnntent,  and  a  national 
legislalure,  nominally  independent ;  my  father  never  consider- 
ed himself  as  an  Englishman,  nor  as  a  subject  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  as  a  native  and  subject  of  the  kingdom  of  Ir-eland, 
most  zealously  and  passionately  devoted  to  the  rights,  the  li- 
berties, and  glory  of  his  country. 

At  the  epoch  of  the  American  war  (1782)  the  unguarded  state 
of  that  Island,  the  effnrts  of  the  patriots  in  its  legislature,  and 
the  simultaneous  and  formidable  rising  of  the  volunteers,  whilst 
England  was  exhausted  by  that  fruitless  contest,  bad  wrung 
from  the  British  Government  the  reluctant  acknowledgment 
of  its  independence.  This  period  was  brief  and  glorious.  With 
the  first  dawn  of  liberty,  she  took  a  new  spring  and  began  to 
Bonrish  by  her  natural  resources;  Uic  spirit  of  her  people  re- 
viving with  her  commerce,  industry,  and  manufactures.  But 
this  dawn  was  soon  overcast  by  the  corruption  of  her  govern- 
ment, and  the  bigoted  intolerance  of  the  ruling  Protestant  as- 
cendency ;  the  former  carried  to  tlie  most  ojien  jtrolllgacy,  and 
tlie  latter  to  the  most  besotted  blindness.  My  ohject  is  not  to 
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write  a  history,  nor  to  anticipate  wtiat  r 
with  siirh  Toi-cp  and  cliiqncnce  in  tlie  following  worlis  and  me- 
nioii-8 :  but.  had  the  IriHJi  Irgistature,  who  recovered  their  in- 
de|icndent  rights,  had  tlie-  Itberalit}'  to  emancipate  their  Ca- 
tholic brethren,  and  allowed  them  to  participate  in  tlio  beneRts 
of  free  and  equal  citizenship :  and  had  the  volunteers  admitted 
-  ti>em  into  their  ranks,  Kiigland  would  never  have  recovered 
rthe  power  wlticli  she  had  lust.    It  would  he  a  curious,  but  at 
,  this  day  a  very  vain  s[H',cuIalion  to  calculate  what  those  two 
indciH-ndent  but  allied  kingdoms  might  have  risen  to,  cultivat- 
ing tlieir  separate  means  under  one  sovereign  and  with  one 
interest. 

This  wakening  of  the  spirit  of  liberty,  roused,  however,  from 
their  long  slumber  of  slavery,  the  oppre»<sed  and  degraded  Ca- 
tholics ;  who,  by  a  strange  anomaly,  forming  the  original  po< 
pnlation  of  the  country  and  the*mass  of  the  people,  were,  at 
that  i>eriod,  and  ai-c  still  in  some  respects,  alirns  in  their  na- 
tive land.  Their  first  st»'p3  were  weak  and  timid,  but  their 
progress  was  inconceivably  rapid :  those  of  (he  present  (lay 
in  reading  these  memoirs,  and  other  works  of  the  same  time, 
will  scai-cely  believe  that  their  fathers  could  ever  have  been 
degraded  to  snch  a  state  :  and  with  what  trembling,  doubts, 
and  hesitation,  tltey  fii-st  opened  their  eyes  to  the  dawn  of  free- 
dom, and  directed  their  first  tottering  steps  in  its  career.  My 
father  was  tlic  first  Protestant  who  engaged  in  their  cause  to 
its  whole  length,  and  experienced  the  gi-eatest  <lil!iculty,  in  the 
beginning,  to  rouse  them,  if  not  to  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  at 
least  to  the  spirit  of  expressing  them.* 

But  these  efforts,  by  which  the  whole  Island  began  shortly 
to  heave  to  her  foundations,  alarmed  the  Jealousy  of  that  party 
who  monopolized  all  the  power  and  projierty  of  the  country. 
I'o  secure  tlie  support  of  England,  they  sacrificed  its  prosperi- 
ty, honor,  and  inde[>endence,  and  the  British  ministry,  with  pa- 
tient discretion,  awaited  tlic  result:  they  gave  all  their  means 
and  lud  to  strengthen  the  Irish  administration,  and  allowed  it 
to  render  itself  as  odions  as  possible,  and  to  destroy,  by  its 

•rt  ian  rentat-lrablc  f«ct  ih«l  moil  of  the  leadt wof  the  Uniied  IriiUmen  who 
periibcil  In  llie  civil  war  were  froleiUnli.    Tone,  Emmdl,  RuhcI.  Lord 
Edward  F.lecewJd,  it-c   Of  iLe  iwenty  pruoners  in  Fort  George,  four  only  J 
■urtK  Calboliu- 
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cruelty  ami  insolence,  in  the  liearts  of  the  people,  all  affection 
Jor  tlieu-  natiimal  government  No  other  arms  but  those  of 
corruption,  were  used  by  England  against  the  indejiendence  of 
Ireland,  for  iti  own  administration  took  on  itself  all  the  odium 
of  itJi  tyranny,  and  all  the  task  of  reducing  the  people  to  sla- 
very. The  distant  Ring  and  Parliament  of  England  were,  on 
tlic  contrary,  often  solicited  as  mediat()rs  by  the  oppi-essed  and 
miserable  Irisli.  It  was  this  government  and  tliis  party,  against 
which  the  animosity  and  attacks  of  mj  father  were  directed  ;  it 
wasthe/ruA  government  which  he  sought  to  overturn  by  uniting 
the  divided  factions  of  the  ]>eople.  His  resentment  against 
England  was  a  secondary  and  incidental  passion  ;  it  arose  Trom 
her  support  of  tiiosc  abuses.  He  lung  enUeaiored,  by  legal  and 
constitutional  means,  and  even  by  soliciting  the  British  mo- 
narch  and  government,  to  effect  that  reform  ;  nor  was  it  till  all 
his  hopes  proved  fruitless  from  that  fjuartcr,  thuthedetcnniiicd 
on  attempting,  by  any  means,  the  separation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

As  for  the  Irish  administration,  England  reaped  the  fruits 
uf  her  policy.  It  became  so  cori'upt  and  so  infamous  that  it 
could  no  longer  stand,  and  finally  its  members  bartered  the  ex- 
istence of  their  country  as  a  nation,  fora  paltry  personal  com- 
pensation to  themselves.  It  was  the  cheaji&st  bargain  England 
ever  drove.  Was  it  the  wisest^  Instead  of  using  her  influence  to 
reorganize  that  wretched  government,  to  give  it  strength  and 
popularity,  by  emancipating  tho  people  and  attaching  them 
(o  tlicir  institutions,  she  chose  to  absorb  Ireland  in  her  own 
sphere,  and  efface  it  from  the  list  of  nations.  But  that  execi-a- 
ble  adminii^tration.  in  disappearing  from  existence,  left,  as  a 
p«rniciou9  legacy  behind  it,  all  its  abuses,  confirmed,  n>oted  in 
the  soil,  and  now  supported  by  Uic  direct  and  open  authority  of 
the  British  monarch,  laws,  parliament,  and  constitution.  The 
union  and  incoriwration  of  the  two  countries  was  but  nominal, 
and  the  mass  of  the  Irish  poixtlation  participated  neither  in  the 
benefits  nor  privileges  of  tlio  British  institutions. 

This  was  a  wretched  and  nari'ow  |Hdicy.  Instead  of  encou- 
raging,  by  every  means  in  its  power,  tlio  industry  and  the 
mental  and  physical  resources  of  Ireland,  and  thus  adding  to 
the  general  mass  of  wealth  and  infoi'mation  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, a  petty  jealousy  of  her  com|)Ctition  with  the  trade  and 
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manufartui-ps  of  England  has  alwMyH  eflgaged  Uia  gDvernmoit 
of  the  latter  country,  to  krcpdownRnd  cnivh,  in  evrrjr  (mm* 
Bible  vay.  Uio  naturnl  npriiij^anil  spirit  o(  tlm  IrUh. 

Wliethpr  England  haAgainnI  roitrJi  hy  Ull^  utiiuii,  (iuie  will 
show.  The  minuttr;  k&s  gainni  a  rlrar  n:iiifMrcriJHtiif  of  lot) 
votes  in  Parliament,  fur  no  IriAhnui)  will  rvtr  rirtiiiidcr  liim- 
srlf  as  an  Engliihrnaii ;  aiid  wIiiImi  hU  own  ctMinlrj'  i«  ini*rr»- 
blc  and  enslaved,  what cartlil>  motive  but  bli  uwn  iiiMrvl  cut 
■nfluonre  him  in  qnnrtiona  wliirb  rrj^ard  nifrri;  tbr  librrlintor 
ininnKtsor  Englaml :  The  pr«t|>)«!  abiiw  no  •j'lnplDauof  aU«cb- 
tacal  or  lovaiti  to  tbtir  new  maxttn  :  and  &«r  whal  nlMMild 
tber  be  loyal  ^  For  six  fcuadnd  yean  «t  iilavery.  iiii«rule.  and 
IwrtvottioB!  IrrlaiHl  vast  be  gttartkd  at  tbc  mum  npoMe.  an4 
« ith  tbc  same  cai«  M  CiM«aijt  aad  ia  ratfaer  a  beavf  dag  «i 
tltf  powfrrs  ami  tneaBS  of  Grrat  Brilun.  than  a  aapfMrt  aaJ 
aa  addhioB  to  tbmi.  Nor  i>  it  aliu>lvtrlj  itupn^UUf  tJiai.  if 
•OMB  aibitiiMi  mmd  aafriad^ed  MMunii  hncaftcr  wiiaali  Ifca 
ttiME.  be  Bay  ftsd  ia  the  inili  Catlnlka,  afalMa  Ibc  M«M 
irin  he  brataiiBed  by  rtigiienaaiaL  a«i  rradtwid  igMraat 
aai  Iliac iaau  nxy  |aayrr  isMniaaab  brbit4«aga>.  7V7 
karc  aa  rmm  la  ■iaiir,  aar  to  be  aOadHrf  ta  tbe  BritMi 
iiiiiniili  ■  mmi  wmU  Hb«  ^  all  ^  teaa  UmHC  -oa 
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vate  her  resources,  either  for  owabenefit,  or  even  for  that  of 
her  masters. 

I  shall  close  this  preface  with  a  single  remark.  The  only 
liberties  which  I  have  taken  with  the  following  memoirs  in 
preparing  them  for  the  press^  were  to  suppress  a  few  passages 
relative  to  fSsunUy  affairs,  which  concern  nobody,  and  the  ac- 
count of  some  early  amours,  which  my  father,  though  a  little 
wild  in  his  youth,  was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  have  allow- 
ed to  appear,  and  which  it  would  ill  become  his  son  to  revive 
at  this  day. 
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Pabis,  Mgust  7 9  1796. 

AS  I  shall  embark  in  a  business,  within  a  few  days,  the  event 
of  which  is  uncertain,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  vacant  hour^ 
to  throw  on  paper  a  few  memorandums,  relative  to  myself  and 
my  family,  which  may  amuse  ray  boys,  for  whom  I  write  them, 
in  case  they  should  hereafter  fall  into  their  hands. 

I  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1763. 
My  grandfather  was  a  respectable  farmer  near  Naas,  in  tlie 
county  of  Rildare.  Being  killed  by  a  fall  off  a  stack  of  his 
own  corn,  in  the  year  1766,  his  property,  being  freehold  leases, 
descended  to  my  father,  his  eldest  son,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
in  successful  business  as  a  coachmaker.  He  set,  in  consequence^ 
the  lands  which  came  thus  into  his  possession,  to  his  youngest 
brother,  which,  eventually,  was  the  cause  of  much  litigation 
between  them,  and  ended  in  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
thai  utterly  ruined  my  father ;  but  of  that  hereafter.  My 
mother,  whose  name  was  Lamport,  was  the  daughter  of  a 
captain  of  a  vessel  in  the  West  India  trade,  who,  by  many 
anecdotes  which  she  has  told  me  of  him,  was  a  great  original ; 
the  had  a  brother  who  was  an  excellent  seaman,  and  served  as 
int  lieatenant  on  board  of  the  Buckingham,  commanded  by 
Adnina  Tyrrel,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  British  service. 
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1  was  tlieir  eldest  son ;  but,  before  1  come  \n  my  Iiistury, 
must  say  a  few  words  of  my  brothers.  William,  who  waa  born 
in  Angust,  ir(>4.  was  intended  for  business,  and  was,  in  con- 
>ic(|uencc,  bound  apprentice,  at  tlie  age  of  fourteen,  to  an  emi- 
nent bookHeller.  With  him  he  read  over  all  the  voyages  he 
could  find,  with  which,  and  some  military  history,  he  heated 
an  imagination  naturally  warm  and  enthusiastic,  so  much, 
that,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  ran  off  to  London,  and  entered, 
as  a  volunteer,  in  the  East  India  Company's  service  ;  but  Ids 
first  essay  was  very  unlucky;  for,  instead  of  finding  bis  way  uitt 
to  India,  ho  was  stopped  at  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  on  which 
barren  rock  he  remaiued  in  garrison  for  six  years,  when,  his 
lime  being  expired,  he  retunied  to  Europe.  It  is  highly  to  his 
honor,  that,  though  he  entered  into  snch  execrable  society  as 
the  troops  in  the  Company's  service  must  he  supposed  t«  he, 
and  at  such  an  early  age,  he  passt-d  through  tljcm  without  be- 
ing affected  by  the  contagion  of  their  manners  or  their  princi* 
pies.  He  even  found  means,  in  U>at  degraded  situation  and 
iTmotc  spot,  to  cultivate  his  mind  to  a  certain  degree,  so  that  1 
was  much  surprised,  at  our  meeting  in  London,  after  a  sepa- 
ration of.  f  believe,  eight  years,  to  find  him  with  the  manners 
of  a  gentleman,  and  a  considerable  acquaintance  with  the  best 
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described,  he  rccominetided  liimaelf  su  far  to  the  colonel  of  t)ic 
battaliuii  ill  which  he  served,  that  he  gave  him  hia  discharge, 
with  letter»i  to  his  friends  at  Calcutta,  and  a  small  military 
command,  which  ilefrayed  the  expense  of  hia  voyage,  atid  pro- 
cured him  a  gratification  from  the  Cnmpany  of  £S0  sterling 
for  bis  good  behavior  on  his  an'ival.  Tlio  service  he  performed 
was  quelling,  at  some  hazard,  a'dangcrous  mutiny  which  aroso 
among  the  black  troops  who  were  under  his  command,  and 
had  formed  a  scheme  to  run  away  with  the  siiip.  He  had  the 
good  fui-tiine  to  recommend  himself  so  far  <o  the  persons  at 
Calcutta  to  whom  he  had  brouglit  letters,  tliat  tlicy  introduced 
him.  with  strong  recommendations,  to  a  Mr.  Marigny,  a 
French  officer,  second  in  command  in  the  army  of  the  Nizam, 
who  was  then  at  Calcutta,  purchasing  military  stores  for  that 
pnnce.  Marigny,  in  consequence,  gave  him  a  commission  in 
the  Nizam's  ser^  ice,  and  promised  him  the  command  of  a  bat- 
talion of  artillery,  (the  service  tu  which  he  was  attached,)  as 
soon  as  they  should  arrive  at  the  army.  The  stores,  &c.  being 
purchased.  Will  marched  with  the  fii'st  division,  of  which  he 
had  the  command,  and  arrived  safely  at  the  Nizam's  camp. 
After  some  time,  Marigny  followed  him,  hut,  by  an  unforeseen 
accident,  all  my  brotiier's  expectations  were  blown  ujt.  A 
quarrel  took  place  between  Marigny  and  Hie  Frenchman  first 
in  command,  in  which  my  brother,  witli  an  honorable  indiscre- 
tion, engaged  on  the  side  of  his  friend.  The  consequence  was, 
that  Marigny  was  put  in  irons,  as  would  have  been  Will  also, 
if  he  had  not  applied  for  protection  as  a  British  subject  to  the 
English  Resident  at  the  Nizam's  court  This  circumstance, 
together  with  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  England 
and  France,  utterly  put  an  end  to  all  pi-nspcctsof  his  advance- 
ment, as  all  the  European  officej-s  in  the  Nizam's  service  were 
French,  and  ho  determined,  in  consequence,  to  return  to  Cal- 
cutta. On  his  journey,  having  travelled  four  hundred  miles, 
and  having  yet  two  hundred  to  travel,  lie  alighted  off  his  horse, 
and  went  tu  shoot  in  a  jungle,  or  tliick  wood,  by  the  road  side : 
on  his  return,  lie  found  his  servant  and  horses  in  the  hands  of 
five  ruffians  who  were  plundering  his  baggage:  he  immediately 
ran  «p  and  6i-ed  on  them,  by  which  he  shot  one  of  them  in  the 
belly  ;  another  returned  the  fire  witli  one  of  liis  own  pistols, 
which  they  had  seized,  and  shot  him  through  the  foot ;  they  then 


made  ofT  with  their  booty,  mid,  in  t]iis  roiidiliAn,  my  broUicr 
had  to  travel  two  bundrcil  miles  in  tliat  burniHg  climate  at  the 
commencement,  too,  or  the  rainy  stsLsun.  badly  wounded,  nud 
without I'Cboui'ces;  hit  coui*age,  bnucver,  aiid  a  gone)  coiii^titu- 
tion,  RU[tpoi-tcd  him,  and  lie  arrived  at  length  at  Calcutta* 
where  he  got  .s|K«dily  cured.  Ilia  rrieiids  tliere  hi«l  not  forgot- 
ten  him,  and,  after  some  time,  an  opjiortunity  nlfering  of  Major 
Palmer  going  up  to  Vooiiah  as  Ut^idvnt  at  the  court  of  the 
Paishwa  of  the  Mahrattalis,  they  jii-orured  him  strong  recom- 
mendations to  that  roui-t,  and  be  set  off  with  Major  Palmer  in 
high  health  and  spirits,  witli  cxijetitations  of  the  commund  at 
least  of  a  battalion  of  tirtillery.  Such  is  tlio  substance  of  the 
last  letter  uhirh  I  received  from  him.  Since  that  time,  1  am 
utterly  ignorant  of  hU  fate.  I  Iiope  and  trust  tlie  best  of  him ; 
he  has  a  good  constitution,  unshaken  courage,  a  fluent  addi'e.ss, 
and  his  variety  of  adventures  must,  by  this  time,  have  sulU- 
ciently  matured  his  mind,  and  given  him  experience.  I  iwik, 
therefore,  nitli  confidence  to  our  meeting  again,  and  the  hour 
of  that  meeting  will  be  one  of  the  happiest  of  my  life. 

My  second  hi-other.  Matthew.  wa,s  of  a  tempter  very  differ- 
ent fi-om  that  of  William ;  with  less  of  fire,  he  was  much 
more  solid  ;  be  s|koke  little,  but  thought  a  sireat  deal :  in  the. 
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charged  by  order  of  the  committee  of  public  safety,  bjiA,  going 
on  to  Havre  de  Grace,  he  took  his  passage  to  America,  wheru 
he  arrived  in  safety,  for  the  second  time,  about  Christmas,  at 
which  time  I  was  actually  at  New  York,  waiting  for  my  pas- 
sage to  France ;  so  that  we  were  together  in  America,  with- 
out knowing  of  each  other,  a  circumstance  which  I  regret 
most  exceedingly,  as,  in  the  present  situation  of  my  affairs, 
it  is  at  least  possible  that  we  may  never  meet  again  ;  but  I  am 
not  of  a  very  desponding  temper*  The  variety  of  adventures 
we  have  both  gone  through,  and  the  escapes  we  have  had  in 
circumstances  of  great  peril,  have  made  me  a  kind  of  fatalist, 
and  therefore  I  look  with  confidence  to  the  day,  and,  I  hope, 
not  a  very  remote  one,  when  the  whole  of  my  family  shall  be 
reunited  and  happy,  by  which  time  I  think  the  spirit  of  ad- 
venture will,  or,  at  least  ought  to  be,  pretty  well  laid  in  all 
of  us.  My  brother  Matthew,  like  Will,  is  something  of  a  poet, 
and  has  written  some  trifles,  in  the  burlesque  style,  that  ai-e 
not  ill  done.  He  is  a  brave  lad,  and  I  love  him  most  sincerely. 
His  age,  at  the  time  I  write  this,  is  about  26  or  27  years. 
Matthew  is  a  sincere  and  ardent  republican,  and  capable,  as 
I  think,  of  sacrificing  every  thing  to  his  principles.  I  know 
not  what  effect  his  lying  so  long  in  a  French  prison  may  have 
had  upon  him,  but,  if  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  it  has  made  no 
change  in  his  sentiments.  He  is  more  temperate  in  all  respects 
than  William  or  mysi^lf,  for  we  have  both  a  strong  attachment 
to  pleasures  and  amusements,  and  a  dash  of  coxcombry,  from 
which  he  is  totally  free ;  and,  perhaps,  a  little,  at  least,  of  the 
latter  foible  would  be  of  no  prejudice  to  him,  nor  render  him 
less  agreeable. 

My  third  brother,  Arthur,  is  much  younger  than  any  of  us, 
being  bom  about  the  year  1782,  of  course  he  is  now  fourteen 
years  of  age.  If  I  can  judge,  when  he  grows  up,  he  will  re- 
semble William  exactly  in  mind  and  person.  He  is  a  fine, 
smart  boy,  as  idle  as  possible,  (which  we  have  all  been,  with- 
out exception)  with  very  quick  parts,  and  as  stout  as  a  lion. 
My  father  was  bent  on  making  him  an  attorney,  for  which  no 
boy  on  eartli  was  ever  so  unfitted.  He  wished,  himself,  having 
the  tme  vagrant  turn  of  tlie  family,  to  go  to  sea ;  his  father  was 
oiMtiiiate,  so  was  he,  and  the  boy  was  in  a  fair  way  to  be  lost, 
irtMD  I  prevailedi  with  some  difficulty,  on  his  father,  to  con- 
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sent  to  his  going  at  least  one  voyage.  In  ronsequence,  lie  sail- 
ed with  a  captain  Mcyler  to  Portugal,  being  then  about  twelve 
years  of  age.  On  his  return,  he  liked  the  sea  so  well  that  he 
was  bound  regularly  apprentice  to  captain  Meylcr,  under  whom 
he  made  a  voyage  to  London  and  a  seconil  voyage  to  Portugal. 
On  his  return  fi-om  this  last  trip,  in  June,  1795,  he  found  me 
nt  Belfast  on  my  deji&rture  for  America,  and  he  determined  to 
accompany  me.  I  was  extremely  happy  to  have  him  with  us, 
and,  in  consequence,  he  cros!>ed  the  Atlantic  with  mc,  and  re< 
inaincd  imtil  I  decided  on  coming  to  France,  when  I  resolved 
to  dispatch  him  to  Ireland,  to  give  notice  to  my  friends  there 
of  what  I  was  about.  I  put  him,  in  consequence,  on  hoard  the 
Susannah,  Captain  Baird,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  lOtb  De- 
cember, 1795,  sinco  which  time,  fi-om  circumstances,  it  has 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  heard  of  him,  but  I  rely,  with 
confidence,  that  he  has  arrived  safe,  and  diijcharged  his  com- 
mission with  ability  and  discretion. 

My  sister,  whose  name  is  Mary,  is  a  fmo  yoting  woman  ; 
alie  has  all  the  peculiarity  of  our  disposition,  with  all  the  deli- 
cacy of  her  own  sex.  If  she  were  a  man,  she  would  be  exactly 
like  one  of  us,  and,  as  it  is,  being  brought  up  amongst  boys, 
for  we  never  had  but  one  more  sister,  who  died  a  child,  she  has 
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gall  and  lias  twice  croxMiil  tlie  Atlantir,  going  to  and  rctm-u- 
ing  from  America.  My  sister  Mary  cro'^sciJ  the  same 
oceaii.  BiitJ  I  ho|ic  will  soon  ilo  tlie  same  on  lii-r  return.  I  do 
not  Lore  speak  of  my  wife  and  our  little  boys  ami  girl,  the 
elilc-tt  of  whom  was  about  eight,  and  tlie  youitgcst  two  years 
oM  when  wc  sailed  for  America.  And.  by  all  I  can  see,  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  otir  voyages  arc  yet  entirely  finished. 

I  cnmeiiow  to  myself.  I  was,  as  I  have  said,  the  eldest  child 
of  my  parents,  and  a  very  great  favorite.  I  was  sent,  at  the 
age  of  eight  or  nine,  to  an  cxrellent  English  school,  kept  by 
SisNon  Darling,  a  man  to  whose  kindness  ami  affection  I  was 
niHch  indebted,  and  who  took  nioi-e  thiin  common  pains  «ilh 
me.  I  respect  him  yet-  I  was  very  idle,  and  it  was  only  ihe 
fearof  shame  which  coidd  induce  me  to  exertion.  Nevertheless, 
at  Uie  approach  of  our  pnblic  examinations,  which  were  heltl 
quarterly,  ami  at  which  all  our  parents  and  friends  attended, 
I  used  to  labor  for  some  time,  and  generally  with  success,  as  f 
have  obtained  six  or  seven  premiums  in  different  branches  at 
one  examination,  for  mathematics,  arithmetic,  reading,  spell- 
ing, recitation,  use  of  Die  ghibes,  &r.  In  two  bi-anches  1  al- 
ways failed,  writing  and  the  catechism,  to  whirh  last  1  could 
never  bring  myself  to  apply.  Bating  continued  with  Mr. 
Darling  for  aliout  three  years,  .ind  pretty  nearly  exhaust- 
ed the  circle  of  English  education,  he  recommended  strongly 
to  my  father  to  ptit  me  to  a  Latin  school,  and  to  prepare  me  for 
the  Vniveraily.  assuring  him  that  1  was  a  fine  boy,  of  uncom- 
mon talents,  particnlarly  for  the  matlicraatiCH  :  that  it  was  a 
thousand  pities  to  throw  me  away  on  business,  when,  by  giving 
me  a  liberal  education,  there  was  a  moral  certainty  I  should 
become  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  which  was  a  noble  inde- 
pendence,  besides  the  glory  of  the  situation.  In  tlicac  argu- 
nienta  he  was  supported  by  the  Parson  of  the  Parish.  Doctor 
Jameson,  aworlhy  man,  who  used  to  examine  me  from  time  to 
time  in  the  elements  of  Euclid.  My  father,  who,  to  do  him 
justice,  loved  me  passionately,  and  spared  no  expense  on  me 
that  his  circumstances  would  afford,  was  easily  persuaded  by 
these  authonlies.  It  was  determined  that  I  should  he  a  fellow 
of  Dublin  cuUege.  1  was  taken  from  Mr.  Darling,  from  whom 
1  parted  witlt  regret,  and  plated,  about  the  age  of  twelve,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Craig,  a  man  very  ditTei-cnt,  in 
Vol,.  I—-. 


E 


18 


LIFE  OF 


iill  iT(<|>o<-t.s,  I'l-nm  my  late  prereptor.  As  the  scbool  was  in  the 
Hiitiir  stn'i'l  w  lic-rc  ne  lived.  (8taSbrd>street,)  and  as  I  was  nn- 
dci-  my  liiUii'i's  eye,  I  began  Latin  with  ardor,  &ud  continued 
t'lir-  :t  \fM'  or  two  with  great  diligence,  when  1  began  Greek, 
uljich  I  r<iuii(l  xtill  more  to  my  taste;  but,  about  tliis  time, 
^^lll'll)n-  iinliirkily  for  mo  or  not  the  future  colour  of  my  life 
luiist  (Irtoi'iiitiie,  my  father,  meeting  with  an  accident  of  a  fall 
down  sUiirs  \t\  which  he  was  dreadfully  wounded  in  the  head, 
Ml  lliitt  hi-  iian-owly  escaped  with  life,  found,  on  his  recovery. 
Ills  iifliiii-s  KO  ilcrarigod  in  all  i-espects,  that  he  determined  on 
i|iiitlin|i;  hiisinrsH  and  retiring  to  the  country,  aresolution  which 
he  i-xinitrd  ncconlingly.  settling  with  all  his  creditors,  and 
placing  iiio  with  a  friend  near  the  school,  whom  be  paid  for  my 
ilirt  iinii  loi1,!*ii)fc-  besides  all'twing  me  a  trifling  sum  for  my 
]MKkol.  Ill  this  rnniim'r  I  hecimK'.  I  iiiav  say.  my  own  iinLSter, 
bcfiirv  I  Wits  sixlei'ii ;  iiitil  ns.  at  this  time.  I  am  not  remarkn- 
bli'  liu'uiy  disrn'liim.  it  may  well  bo  juilged  1  was  less  so  then. 
The  sn{H'i'iuteiidenrc  of  mv  father  being  i-cniovcil.  1  began  to 
■  uli'itlati'.  that,  iirconling  to  the  sIdw  rate  chalked  out  for  nio 
bv  (  raii;.  I  could  wvy  well  do  the  business  of  the  week  in 
three  tl;ns,  or  rMii  l«o,  if  iieicssary,  and  that,  consequently, 
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aon  of  Dublin  in  the  Phenix  Park.  1  mention  this  particularly, 
because,  independent  of  confirming  me  in  a  rooted  habit  of 
idleness,  which  I  lament  most  exceedingly,  I  trace  to  the 
splenclid  appearance  of  tlie  troops,  and  the  pomp  and  parade  of 
military  show,  tlie  untameable  desire  which  I  ever  since  have 
had  to  become  a  soldier,  a  desire  which  has  never  once  quit  me^ 
and  which,  after  sixteen  years  of  various  adventures,  I  am  at 
last  at  liberty  to  indulge.  Being,  at  tliis  time,  approaching 
to  seventeen  years  of  age,  it  will  not  be  thought  incredible  that 
ivoman  began  to  appear  lovely  in  my  eyes,  and  I  very  wisely 
thought  that  a  red  coat  and  cockade,  with  a  pair  of  gold  epau- 
lets, would  aid  me  considerably  in  my  approaches  to  the  objects 
of  my  adoration. 

This,  combined  with  the  reasons  aborementioned,  decided 
me.  I  began  to  look  on  classical  learning  as  nonsense ;  on  a 
fellowship  in  Dublin  college,  as  a  pitiful  establishment ;  and, 
in  short  I  thought  an  ensign  in  a  marching  regiment  was  the 
happiest  creature  living.  The  hour  when  I  was  to  enter  the 
University,  which  now  approached,  I  looked  forward  to  with 
horror  and  disgust.  I  absented  myself  moi-e  and  moiT  from 
school,  to  which  I  preferred  attending  the  recruits  on  drill  at  the 
barracks.  So  that  at  length  my  schoolmaster,  who  apprehended 
I  should  be  found  insufiicient  at  the  examination  for  entering 
the  college,  and  that  he,  of  consequence,  would  come  in  for  his 
share  of  the  disgrace^  thought  proper  to  do,  what  he  should  have 
done  at  least  three  years  before,  and  wrote  my  father  a  full  ac- 
count of  my  proceedings.  This  immediately  produced  a  violent 
dispute  between  us.  I  declared  my  passion  for  the  army,  and 
my  utter  dislike  to  a  learned  profession  ;  but  my  father  was 
as  obstinate  as  I,  and  as  he  utterly  refused  to  give  me  any  as- 
sistance to  forward  my  scheme,  I  had  no  resource  but  to  sub- 
mit or  to  follow  my  brother  William's  example,  which  I  was 
too  proud  to  do.  In  consequence,  I  sat  down  again,  with  a 
very  bad  grace,  to  pull  up  my  lost  time ;  and,  at  length,  after 
laboring  for  some  time,  sorely  against  the  grain,  I  entered  a 
pensioner  of  Trinity  College,  in  February,  1781 ;  being  then 
not  quite  eighteen  years  of  age ;  my  tutor  was  the  Rev.  Mat- 
thew Toung,  the  most  ]M)puIar  in  the  University,  and  one  of  tlie 
llrat  mathematicians  in  Euroiie.  At  first  I  began  to  study  Logic 
courageously,  but  unluckily,  at  my  very  fii-st  examination,  I 
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hiippc-iiPil  to  fall  into  the  hamln  of  an  egregious  dunce,  one 
Lcilwicli,  who.  iiisteiu!  of  giving  mii  tho  ]in;iniiim.  which,  as 
best  atisu'crer,  I  unitonbteflly  iiieritiH),  awartloil  it  to  another, 
and  to  inc  very  indiGfercnt  judgment.  I  did  not  Ktand  in  need 
of  tliis  jiiece  of  inju»«tire  to  alienate  mc  once  more  from  my 
Btudicji.  I  retui'ncd  with  ragerneiss  to  taj  military  jilan  :  1  he- 
Bought  my  father  to  equip  mo  as  a  volunteer,  and  to  sulTcr  me 
to  join  the  British  ainy  in  America,  where  the  war  atili  raged. 
He  refused  mc  ax  before,  am!  in  revenge  I  would  not  go  near 
the  College,  iior  open  a  book  that  wan  not  a  military  one.  In 
this  manner  we  continued  for  ahuve  a  twelvemonth,  on  very 
bad  tci-ms.  as  may  well  be  supposed,  without  either  party 
relaxing  an  inch  from  their  dolcrmination.  At  length,  seeing 
the  war  in  America  drawing  to  a  clo.se,  and  being  beset  by 
Bome  of  my  friends  i>  ho  suriimndcd  mc,  partit  iilarly  Dr.  Jame- 
Bon.  whom  I  have  ali-eady  mentioned,  and  a  >lr.  G.;  J.  Brown, 
who  had  been  Rubma-ster  at  Mr.  Darling's  academy,  and  waa 
now  become  a  lawyer.  I  Nubmitted  a  second  time,  and  returnod 
to  my  studies,  after  an  interval  of  above  a  year.  To  pniilsb 
me  for  my  obstinacy,  I  was  obliged  to  submit  tu  drop  a  class* 
as  it  is  called  in  the  University,  that  i^.  to  re-commenco  with 
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ugaiiisf  mr  tlici-c  was  no  jirosenitioii.  In  tlim  unfortunate  bii- 
ajness  the  clilrHt  ut'  us  wwn  not  mnrp  lliaii  twenty  ycHrs  of  age. 

At  length,  abimt  the  tii-giuning  nl'  tlie  year  17B5,  I  became 
Kcquaiutcil  will)  in;  wile,  She  wan  the  daughter  of  William 
Witherington.  and  lived,  at  that  time,  in  Grarton  striM^t.  in  the 
liousc  of  hep  grand  rather,  a  rich  old  clergymen,  of  the  name  of 
Fanning.  I  was  then  a  Hchular  of  the  hou.'jc  in  the  University, 
and  every  day.  after  conNuonH.  I  used  to  walk  under  her  win- 
tlowa  with  one  or  the  ntiier  of  my  fcUow  students  ;  I  50<m  grew 
passionately  fond  nf  her.  and  hIic,  also,  was  struck  with  me, 
tliough  certainly  my  ajiitearance,  neither  then  nor  now,  was 
much  in  my  fuvor:  so  it  was,  ho>vcver.  that  before  we  hail 
ever  s])oken  to  each  other,  a  mutual  affection  liad  commenced 
between  uh.  Slie  was,  at  this  time,  not  sixteen  yearn  of  age, 
and  as  beautiful  an  an  angel.  She  had  a  brotlier  some  years 
older  than  herself;  and  as  it  was  necessary,  for  my  admission 
to  the  family,  that  I  should  be  first  acquainted  with  iitm,  1  soon 
contrived  tu  be  introduced  to  him,  and  as  lie  played  nell  on 
tlie  violin,  and  1  was  myself  a  musical  man,  we  grew  intimate, 
the  more  so.  an  it  may  well  be  »up[)osed  1  neglected  no  fail' 
means  tu  recommend  myself  to  him  and  the  rest  of  the  familyt 
witli  whom  I  soon  grew  a  favorite.  My  affairs  now  adtanced 
|)rus))crously  :  my  wife  and  I  givw  more  passionately  fond  of 
each  otlier  ;  and.  in  a  short  time.  I  proposed  to  her  to  marry 
me.  without  a§king  consent  of  any  one,  knowing  well  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  expect  it ;  she  accepted  the  ]iro|)oBal  as  frankly  as 
I  made  it.  and  one  beautiful  morning  in  the  month  of  July,  wo 
ran  off  togetlier  and  were  married.  I  cairied  her  out  of  town 
to  Maynuotb  for  a  few  days,  and  when  the  first  edat  of  passion 
had  subsided,  wo  were  forgiven  on  all  sides,  and  settled  in 
lodgings  neai'  my  wife's  grandfather. 

I  was  now,  foi-  a  very  short  time,  ax  happy  as  possible,  in 
tlie  possession  of  a  beautiful  creatui-e  that  1  adoi-ed,  and  who 
every  hour  grew  more  and  more  upon  iny  heai-t.  Tlie  scheme 
of  a  fcllowHhi|i,  wliicli  I  never  relished,  was  now  abandoned, 
and  it  wan  determined  that,  when  I  had  taken  my  degi-ee  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  I  should  go  to  Uie  Temple,  study  tlie  law,  and 
be  chIW  to  tlie  bar.  I  eontinued.  in  coiisetiuence,  my  studies 
in  the  University,  and  obtained  my  last  pi-emium  two  or  tliree 
months  after  I  wai  married.  In  February,  ir86,  !  commenced 
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BacUclor  of  Aris,  ftiirl  short]})  afler  refligneil  my  dchnUrsliip, 
and  quit  tlie  University*  I  taay  obsen'c  here  tlisil  1  made  some 
figure  as  a.  schnlar.  anti  tiliould  liavv  been  inucb  more  successful 
if  1  liad  ntit  been  so  invek^Htely  idle,  partly  owing  to  my  passion 
for  a  militHry  life,  and  partly  to  th«  di»itractioii>f  to  wbich  my 
natural  di^^positiuna  and  t«m|x>i-ament  but  toti  much  exposed 
tiic.  As  it  was,  bowner,  1  obtained  a  Bchotarsbip,  three  pre- 
iniiinvs.  and  tbree  medals  from  the  UiHtorical  Society,  a  most 
admirable  institution,  uf  which  1  had  the  honor  to  be  Auditor, 
and  ai-so  to  close  the  session  with  a  s])cech  rrnm  tlie  chair,  the 
highest  coin|)linieiit  wbich  that  society  is  used  to  bontow.  I  look 
back  on  my  college  da^s  witli  regret,  and  I  preserve,  and  ever 
shall,  a  most  Riucere  afiection  for  the  University  of  Dublin. 

But  to  iTtiirn.  The  tramjuil  and  happy  life  I  spent,  for  a 
short  ]>eriod  after  my  marriage,  was  too  good  to  last  \\  c  were 
obliged  to  brfak  off  all  connection  uith  my  wile's  family,  who 
began  to  tiTat  us  with  all  imssiblc  slight  and  disrespect.  Wo 
reniovcil,  in  consequence,  to  my  falliei''s,  who  tlieii  i-esided  near 
Clain.  in  the  rounty  of  Kildare.  and  whose  circumstances 
could,  at  that  time,  hut  ill  hear  such  an  addition  to  his  family. 
It  is  Hning  him.  however,  hut  Justice  to  mention,  that  he  i-e- 
oplvpd  and  t.-catfd  iis  with  ilip  frn-iilpMl  HfTcrtldti  and  liimlnoce. 
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H  mfCnn  sentinel  over  mc.  with  a  case  nf  jmhIoU  cocked  in  bis 
lianil.  In  this  situation  I  lay  for  two  linurs,  anil  cuulil  hear  dis- 
Linctly  the  devastation  which  was  going  on  within.  I  expected 
death  f very  instant,  and  I  can  safely  and  witli  great  truth  de- 
clare, that  my  apprrhennions  for  my  wife  had  so  totally  ab' 
sorbed  tlic  wlioie  of  my  miml.  that  my  own  existence  was  then 
tlio  least  of  my  concern.  When  tJie  villains,  including  my 
sentry,  ran  off,  I  scrainblcd  on  my  feet  with  some  difljculty, 
and  made  my  way  to  a  window,  where  I  called,  but  received 
no  answer.  My  heart  died  within  me.  I  proceeded  to  another 
and  another,  but  still  no  answer.  It  was  horrible.  I  setniyself 
to  gnaw  the  cordi*  with  which  I  was  lied,  in  a  transport  of 
agony  and  rage,  for  I  verily  believed  that  my  ubale  family  lay 
innrdered  within,  when  f  was  i-elieved  from  my  un^pcaknltle 
terror  and  anguish  by  my  wife*n  voice,  which  I  heard  calling 
on  my  name  at  the  end  of  tlic  house.  It  seems  that,  as  soon  aa 
the  robbers  ftcti,  those  within  had  untied  each  other  with  some 
difficulty,  and  made  their  escajie  through  a  back  w  indow :  tliey 
had  got  u  i-onaiderahle  distance  from  the  house,  before,  in  their 
fright,  they  recollected  me,  of  whose  fate  they  were  utterly 
ignorant,  as  1  was  of  theint.  Under  these  circumstances,  ray 
wife  had  the  courage  to  return  alone,  and,  in  the  dark,  to  find 
me  out,  not  knowing  butshe  might  again  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  villains,  from  whom  she  had  scarcely  escaped,  op  that  1 
might  be  lying  a  lifeless  carcase  at  the  threshold.  I  can  ima- 
gine no  greater  effort  of  courage  ;  hut  of  what  is  not  a  woman 
capable  for  him  she  truly  loves?  She  cut  the  cords  which  bound 
me,  and  at  length  wc  joined  tlie  rest  of  the  family  at  a  little 
hamlet  within  half  a  mile  of  the  house,  where  they  had  Bed  for 
shelter-  Of  all  the  adventutes  wherein  1  have  been  hitherto 
engaged,  ttiis,  undoubtedly,  was  the  most  horrible.  It  makes 
me  shudder  even  now  to  think  of  it.  It  was  some  consolation 
titat  none  of  us  sustained  any  (icrsonal  injury,  except  my  fatlier, 
whom  one  nf  tlic  villains  scarred  on  the  side  of  tlie  bead  with  a 
knife  :  they  respected  the  women,  whose  danger  made  my  only 
fear,  and  one  of  them  had  ev4-n  the  humanity  to  carry  our  little 
daughter  from  her  cradle  where  she  lay  screaming,  and  to 
place  her  beside  my  wife  on  the  hed,  whereon  she  was  tied  with 
my  mother  and  sister.  This  terrible  8c«ne,  besides  infinitely 
distressing  us  by  the  heavy  loss  we  sustained,  and  which  my 


24 


LIFE  OP 


fiitliPi-'ft  rtrf  iiniNtanrcfl  ronld  vrrj-  ill  bear,  ik^trored.  Id  i  etcat 
tlfgrL-c.  our  ilumeotic  enjaytnntln.  I  elt-pt  continoaJlr  with  a 
riLH^  •'(  (liKtulh  ftl  my  pillow,  aiitl  a  inouf^r  could  not  stir,  tbat  I 
w,i»  ii»t  'in  ni}'  TmI  whI  through  tlie  liounc  frrxn  Uip  to  bottom. 
ir  Hri>  iitii'  Liior:kH  at  tlic  door  uTter  nightrall.  we  Bew  to  our 
arriiN.  .iiid.  in  Uiio  niaiinrr.  «r  kept  a  most  painTuI  garrison 
tliiixiKli  ll"'  wintrr.  I  oliouhl  observe  here,  tliat  two  of  tbe 
I'tiltiuriH  Ittiiig  taken  in  aii  uiiH-urrcssfu)  attempt.  wiUiin  a  Tew 
dajt  afliT  «iur  robbery,  were  hanged,  and  that  my  Tatlier'a 
wall  li  was  ro'itid  on  onR  of  thvm. 

At  li'iiKili-  Mbtrn  uur  aflairH  were  again  reduced  into  some 
I i till-  •iviUt.  iiiv  lalltrr  KupplieJ  me  witii  a  small  stini  of  mnnry, 
\Uiii  li  v-in.  however,  as  mucb  as  be  could  itjiai-e,  am)  1  set  nS 

tot-  I. Ii>ii.  Iraving  my  wife  and  daughter  with  my  fatlicr, 

vim  li'caliil  tln-m.  during  my  nb^rnce.  >(itli  threat  aflrctinn. 
Alti'f  11  ilaiiK<T"ii''  paNSiigi'  lo  LivcrpDol.  wliprrin  we  ran  some 
riskuriii'ii'K  I'lHl.  1  art-nrd  in  Liniiion.  in  Jaiinary.  IThT.  and 
iliiini'diiiti'l\  I'lili'ii'd  iii_\  n:inio  a.s  a  slndent  at  law  on  lliu  bonks 
ollhi'  Miildl.'  I'dniili':  Inil  lliinl  may  say  was  all  llic  progi-csa 
I  evi'i-  iiiiiilr  ill  Hint  [iriilVsviiiii.  I  liail  no  gi-rat  »ircftion  for 
Ntiitlj  ill  (;'''"''"■•'■  '"il  '•'"'  "'  I'"'  '''^^  '  Iiiii'liriilarly  disliked, 
and  III  tliis  lin.ii'  I  lliiiik  i1  im  illilin-;il   |.nilVs-.inn.   Lntli  in   its 
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as  llioBc  of  my  lii-oUier  critics ;  and,  in  twn  years,  I  roceived, 
I  suppose,  about  a  90  Htcrliitg  fnr  my  writingHi  which  was  my 
main  object ;  Tor.  as  to  literary  fame,  1  hail  then  no  great  am- 
bition to  attain  it.  1  liken  Ue.  in  ciinjuiiction  witlitwoofmy 
friends,  named  Jebb  and  ItaitrliCT.  wi-ote  a  biirlear[uc  novel, 
which  wc  called  ■■Belmont  Cnstle,"  and  was  intended  to  ridi- 
cule the  execrable  trash  of  tiie  Ciixulating  Libraries.  It  was 
tolerably  well  ilonc,  particularly  Radcliff's  pai't,  which  was  by 
far  the  best ;  yet  ho  it  wax  that  we  could  not  find  a  bookseller  who 
would  riuk  the  printing  it,  though  we  oficrcd  the  cojty  right 
gratis  to  several.  It  was  iiftcrwards  printed  in  Dublin,  and 
had  some  sucress,  though  1  believe,  after  all,  it  was  moxt  re- 
lisbetl  by  the  authors,  and  their  immediate  connexions. 

At  the  Temple  I  became  intimate  with  several  }  oung  men  of 
situation  and  resiicctability,  particularly  with  the  Hon.  Ueorge 
Knox,  son  of  Lord  Northland,  with  whunilforoiedafriciidsliip 
of  which  I  am  as  proud  as  of  any  circumstance  in  my  life.  Ue 
is  a  man  of  innjipreciable  merit,  and  loved  to  a  degree  of  en- 
UmsitLsm  by  all  who  have  the  happiness  to  know  him.  I  scai-cc- 
ly  know  any  jierson  whose  esteem  and  approbation  I  covet  so 
much  ;  and  I  had,  long  after  the  commencement  of  our  ac(|uaint- 
ance,  wben  I  was  in  circumstances  of  peculiar  and  trying  dif- 
ficulty, and  deserted  by  many  of  my  former  friends,  the  un- 
speakable consolation  and  sup])ort  of  finding  George  Knox  still 
the  same,  ami  of  preserving  his  esteem  unabated,  llis  steady 
friendship  on  that  occasion,  I  shall  mention  in  its  place ;  it  has 
made  an  indelible  impression  of  gratitude  and  aflecliun  «n  my 
heart.  I  likewise  renewed  an  old  college  acquaintance  with 
John  Hall,  who,  by  diRercnt  accessions  to  his  foKune,  way 
now  at  tlie  head  of  about  j£  14,000  sterling  a  year.  He  had 
changed  his  name  twice,  for  two  estates  ;  first  to  that  of  Stc- 
tenson.  and  then  to  Whartim,  which  is  bis  present  name.  He 
was  then  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament,  anil  to  his 
friendship  I  was  indebted  fur  the  sum  of  £  150  sterling,  at  a 
time  when  I  was  under  great  pecuniary  diHiculUes.  Another 
old  college  friend,  I  recall  with  sentiments  of  sincere  aflVrtion, 
Benjamin  Phipps,  of  Cork.  Ue  kept  a  kind  of  bachelor's 
house,  with  gooil  wine,  and  an  excellent  collection  of  books, 
(not  law  baakn.)  all  which  w^re  as  much  at  my  command  as  at 
his.  Witli  some  oddities,  which  to  me  only  i-endered  him  more 
Vet..  1—1 
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amusing,  he  liad  k  great  fund  of  iiirormaUnn,  particularly  of 
political  dctaili  and  in  liis  company  1  spent  soiue  of  tLe  plea- 
santcst  hours  wliich  I  |ia.>9Ne(1  in  London. 

At  length,  after  I  had  been  at  the  Temple  something  better 
than  a  year,  my  brother  William,  who  was  returned  a  few 
months  before  from  hix  tiral  expedition  to  St  Helena,  joined 
me,  and  we  lived  together  in  the  greutcsl  amity  and  affection 
for  about  nine  months,  being  the  remainder  of  my  stay  in  Lon- 
don. At  this  distance  of  time,  now  eight  years.  I  feci  my  heart 
swell  at  tlie  rccollertion  of  the  happy  hours  n  e  spent  together. 
We  were  often  without  a  guinea,  hut  that  never  aRected  our 
sjiirits  for  a  moment,  and  if  over  I  felt  myself  oppi-essed  by 
some  untoward  rircuraHtancet  I  hod  a  never-failing  resource 
and  consolation  in  hU  friendship,  bis  courage,  and  the  invin- 
cible gaiety  of  hisdiKposition,  whirh  nothing  could  i-uffle.  With 
tlic  cuiDpanionablc  <iualities  he  possessed,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
ho  recommended  himself  to  Ben.  Phipps,  so  that  he  was  soon,  I 
believe,  a  greater  favorite  with  him  than  even  I  was.  They 
were  inseparable.  It  fills  my  mind  now  with  a  kind  of  tender 
niplancholy.  which  is  not  unpleasing,  to  recall  the  many  de- 
liglitfnl  days  we  thi-ec  have  s|)ent  together,  and  the  walks  we 
have  taken,  t>ometimrs  to  a  review  ;  sometimes  to  sec  a  ship  of 
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Many  and  many  a  delightful  evening  did  my  brotlier.  Phipp<i, 
and  I.  spend  in  reading,  wi'iling,  and  talking  ol'  my  project,  in 
uliicli.  if  it  Iiad  been  adopted,  it  wasourtinn  resolution  to  have 
ctiiharked.  At  length,  when  wc  had  reduced  it  intg  a  regnlar 
sliapc,  I  drew  up  a  memorial  on  the  subject,  which  1  addressed 
to  Mr.  I'itt.  and  delivered  with  ray  own  hands  to  thn  i«rter  in 
Downing  street.  Wc  waited,  I  will  not  say  patiently,  for  about 
ten  days,  when  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  minister,  mentioning 
my  memorial,  and  praying  an  answer,  but  this  application  was 
as  unsuccessful  as  Uie  former.  Mr.  Pitt  took  not  the  smallest 
notice  of  cither  memorial  or  letter,  and  al)  the  benefit  wc  reap- 
ed from  our  scheme  whs  the  amusement  it  affonled  us  during 
tlirce  months,  wherein  it  was  the  subject  of  our  constant  specu- 
lation. I  regret  these  delightful  reveries  which  then  occupied 
my  mind.  It  was  my  first  essay  in  what  I  may  call  poUticst. 
and  my  disapi>ointment  made  such  an  impression  on  me  as  is 
not  yet  quite  obliterated.  In  my  anger  1  made  something  like 
a  vow,  that,  if  e^  er  I  had  an  opportunity,  I  would  make  Mr. 
Pitt  sorry,  and  perhaps  fortune  may  yet  enable  me  to  fulfd  that 
resolution.  It  was  about  this  time  I  had  a  very  fortunate  es- 
cape :  my  affairs  were  exceedingly  embarrassed,  and  just  at  a 
moment  when  my  mind  was  harassed  and  sore  with  my  own 
vexations,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  father,  fdled  with  com- 
plaints, and  adescriptiunof  the  ruin  of  his  circumstances,  which 
I  afterwards  found  was  much  exaggerated.  In  a  tranBixiK  of 
rage,  I  determined  to  enlist  as  a  soldier  in  t)ie  India  Compa- 
ny's senice ;  to  quit  Europe  forever,  and  to  leave  my  wife  and 
child  to  the  mercy  of  her  family,  who  might,  1  hoped,  be  kinder 
to  her  when  I  was  removed.  My  brother  combatteil  this  des- 
perate resolution  by  every  argument  in  his  power ;  but,  at 
length,  when  he  saw  mo  determined,  he  declared  1  should  not 
go  alone,  and  that  he  would  share  my  fate  to  the  last  extremity. 
In  this  gloomy  state  of  mind,  deserted,  as  we  thought  by  Gods 
and  men,  we  set  out  together  for  the  India  house,  in  Leaden- 
hall  street)  to  ofTyj  .  i-selves  as  volunteers :  but,  on  our  arrival 
there,  we  were  informed  that  the  season  was  passed,  that  no 
more  shi|is  would  be  sent  out  that  year;  but  that,  if  wc  return- 
ed about  the  month  of  March  following,  \tc  might  be  nH-eived 
The  clerk,  (o  whom  we  addressed  ourselves,  seemed  not  a  little 
surprised  at  two  yotmg  fellows,  of  onr  ap\>earance,  presenting 
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ouroelvcJion  sncbabDBineas,forwe  vere  extremclf  well  dress- 
ed. HTid  Will,  who  was  the  spokesman  for  us  both,  had  an  ««■ 
cellent  address.  Thus  were  we  stopped,  and  I  believe  we  were 
the  single  instance,  since  tlie  beginning  of  the  world,  of  two 
men,  abNoIutcly  bent  on  mining  themselves,  who  could  not  find 
tlie  means.  We  returned  to  m^  chambers,  and,  desperate  as 
wei-e  our  rttrtunea,  we  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  circum- 
stance tliat  India,  the  great  gulf  <tf  all  undone  beings,  should 
be  shut  against  an  alone.  Had  it  been  the  month  of  March  in- 
stead of  September,  we  should  most  infallibly  have  gone  off; 
and,  ill  tliat  case,  I  should  most  probalily  at  this  hour,  be  car- 
ry iiig  a  bt-own  musket  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  Providence, 
liowevei-.  decreed  it  otherwise,  and  reserved  me,  as  I  hope, 
fur  better  things. 

I  had  been  now  two  years  at  the  Temple,  and  had  kept 
right  terms,  that  is  to  say,  I  had  dined  three  days  in  each 
term  in  the  common  hall.  As  to  law,  I  knew  exactly  as  much 
ab<iut  it  as  1  did  of  necromancy.  It  became,  however,  neces- 
sary In  think  of  my  return,  and,  in  consequence,  1  made  ap- 
plication, through  a  friend,  to  my  wife's  grandfather,  to  learn 
his  intentions  as  to  her  fortune.  He  exerted  himself  so  elTcctu- 
r  behalf  that  the  old  genth'maii  consented  to  give  £500 
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rftnimcnced  Bacliclor  of  Laws  in  February,  1789t  and  was 
railed  tn  tlie  bar  in  due  furm,  in  Trinity  term  following; 
filiorlly  after  wliicli  I  went  my  Brat  (the  Leliistcr)  circuit, 
having  been  [)reviou8)y  elected  a  member  of  tlie  Bar  club. 
On  this  circuit,  notwithstanding  my  ignorance,  I  pretty  near-r 
ly  cleared  my  expenses  ;  and  I  cannot  doubt,  ill  had  continued 
to  apply  sedulously  to  the  law,  but  1  might  have  risen  to  some 
eminence  ;  but.  whether  it  was  my  incorrigible  habits  of  idle- 
ness, the  sincere  dislike  I  had  to  the  professiun,  uLich  tlie  lit- 
tie  insight  I  was  beginning  to  get  into  it  did  not  tend  to  re- 
move, or  whether  it  was  a  controlling  destiny,  I  know  not, 
but  so  it  was,  that  I  soon  got  sick  and  weary  of  the  law.  I 
continued,  however,  for  form's  sake,  to  go  to  the  coui-ts.  ami 
wear  a  foolish  wig  and  gown,  for  a  considerable  time,  and  1 
went  the  Hrcult,  1  believe,  in  all.  three  times ;  but.  as  I  was, 
n>o<lcstly  s])caking.  one  of  the  most  ignorant  barristcra  in  tlio 
four  courts,  and  as  I  took  little,  or,  rather,  no  pains  to  conceal 
my  contempt  and  dislike  of  the  profession,  and  especially  as  I 
had  neither  tlie  means,  nor  the  inclination,  to  treat  messieurs 
the  attorneys,  and  to  make  them  drink,  (a  sacri6ce  of  tlteir  re- 
spectability, which  even  tlic  most  liberal  minded  of  tlie  profes- 
Bion  are  obliged  to  make,)  I  made,  as  may  well  be  supjmsed, 
no  great  exhibition  at  the  Irish  bar. 

Iliad  not  been  long  a  Counsellor,  when  the  coup  de  grace 
was  given  to  my  father's  affairs  by  a  decree  in  Chancery, 
which  totally  mined  him ;  tliis  was  in  a  law  suit  between  him 
and  his  brother,  who  was  lieutenant  of  Grenadiers  in  the  S9il 
regiment  During  the  whole  of  tliis  business  I  obstinately  re- 
fused to  take  any  part,  not  thinking  it  decent  to  interfere 
where  the  parties  were  both  so  nearly  allied  to  me.  When, 
however,  my  father  was  totally  ruined,  I  thought  it  my  duty, 
AS  it  was  most  certainly  my  inclination,  to  assist  him,  even  to 
distressing  myself,  a  sacrifice  which  tlie  great  pains  and  ex- 
pense he  had  bestowed  on  my  education  well  merited.  \,  in 
consequence,  strained  every  nerve  to  preserve  a  remnant  of  his 
property,  but  his  affairs  were  to<)  desperate,  and  I  was  myself 
tcm  poor  to  relieve  him  cRectiially,  so  that,  after  one  or  two  in- 
eflcrtual  efforts,  by  which  I  lost  considerably  with  reference  to 
my  means,  witliout  essentially  serving  him,  we  were  obliged 
to  submit^   and  the  last  of  his  property,  consisting  of  two 
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bouses,  Diie  in  Staflbrd>9treet,  uid  one  on  Sammeriiill,  wen 
Bold,  miirli  under  their  value,  to  men  who  took  advuiti^of 
our  neccisities.  as  is  always  the  case.  Soon  after  be  had  tba 
good  rortitnc  to  obtain  a  place  under  the  paving  board,  which 
he  }'ct  retains,  and  which  secures  him  a  decent,  though  moder- 
ate, independence. 

As  tlic  law  grew  every  day  more  and  more  disgustful,  to 
tvlitch  my  want  of  success  contributed,  though  in  that  respect 
I  never  bad  tlie  injustice  to  accuse  the  world  oT  insensibility  to 
my  merit,  as  I  well  knew  tbc  Tault  was  my  own,  but  being,  as 
I  said,  more,  and  more  weary  of  a  profession  for  which  my 
temper  and  habits  so  utterly  disqualified  me.  I  turned  my  at- 
tention to  politics,  and,  as  one  or  two  of  my  friends  had  writ* 
ten  pamphlets  with  success,  I  determine]  to  try  my  hand  on  a 
pamplilet.  Jtrnt  at  this  period  the  ITkig  Club  was  instituted  in 
Irel.iiid,  and  the  press  groaned  with  publications  against  tbeoa 
on  titc  iL-irt  of  Government.  Tu'o  or  three  defences  had  like- 
wi.sc  appeared,  but  none  of  them  extraordinary.  Under  tbeM 
rii-cumstances.  tlmugb  I  was  very  far  from  entirely  ai^roving 
the  system  of  tlio  Whig  Club,  and  much  less  their  principles 
and  motives,  yet.  seeini;  theni  at  the  time  the  best  constituted 
political  body  wliicli  the  country  afTortled,  and  agreeing  with 
most  of  their  positions,  though  my  own  private  opinions  went 
inrniitely  farther,  I  thought  I  could  venture  on  their  defence 
without  violating  my  own  consistency.  I  therefore  sat  down, 
and  in  a  few  days  finished  my  first  pamphlet,  which  I  entitled 
"  ^  He-cinc  of  the  Uist  session  of  Parliament .'"    To  speak  can- 
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of  (be  Whig  Club,  conceiving  my  talents,  sucb  as  they  were, 
might  be  of  service  to  tiieir  cause,  and,  not  expecting  much 
intrat:tability  from  a  young  lawyer,  who  had  his  fortune  to 
make,  sent  a  brother  barrister  to  compliment  me  on  my  pcr- 
formaiiecy  and  to  thank  me  for  tlie  zeal  and  ability  I  had 
sliown.  I  was,  in  consequence,  introduced  to  George  Ponson- 
by,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  body,  and  who  might  be 
considered  as  the  leader  of  the  Irish  opposition ;  with  him, 
however,  I  never  had  any  communication  further  tlian  or- 
dinary civilities.  Shortly  after,  the  barrister  above  men- 
tioned spoke  to  me  again ;  he  told  me  the  Ponsonbys  were 
a  most  powerful  family  in  Ireland ;  that  they  were  much  pleas- 
ed with  my  exertion,  and  wished,  in  consequence,  to  attach  me 
to  them ;  that  I  should  be  employed  as  counsel  on  a  petition 
then  pending  before  the  House  of  Commons,  which  would  put 
an  hundred  guineas  in  my  pocket,  and  that  I  should  have  pro- 
fessional business  put  in  my  way,  from  time  to  time,  tliat 
should  produce  me  at  least  as  much  jier  annum  ;  he  added,  that 
they  were  then,  it  was  true,  out  of  place,  but  that  they  would 
not  be  always  so,  and  that,  on  their  return  to  office,  their 
friends,  when  out  of  power,  would  naturally  be  first  consider- 
ed ;  he  likewise  observed,  that  they  had  influence,  dii-ect  or 
indirect,  over  no  less  tlian  two  and  twenty  seats  iu  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  he  insinuated,  pretty  plainly,  that  when  we  were 
better  acquainted  it  was  highly  pi'obable  I  might  come  in  on 
one  of  the  first  vacancies.  AH  this  was  highly  flattering  to  me, 
tlie  more  so  as  my  wife's  fortune  was  now  nearly  exhausted, 
partly  by  our  inevitable  expenses,  and  partly  by  my  unsucces- 
ful  efforts  to  extricate  my  father.  I  did,  it  was  true,  not  much 
relish  the  attaching  myself  to  any  great  man,  or  set  of  men, 
but  I  considered,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  the  principles  they 
advanced  were  such  as  I  could  conscientiously  support,  80  far 
as  iluy  toentt  though  mine  went  much  beyond  them.  I  there- 
fore Uiought  there  was  no  dishonor  in  the  proposed  connexion, 
and  I  was  certainly  a  little  dazzled  with  the  prospect  of  a  seat 
in  Parliament,  at  which  my  ambition  began  to  expand.  I  sig- 
nified, in  consequence,  my  readiness  to  attach  myself  to  the 
WhigA,  and  I  was  instantly  retained  in  tlie  |)etition  for  ttie 
borough  of  Dungarvan,  on  the  part  of  James  Carrigce  Fon« 
wnby,  Esq. 


LIFE  OF 


I  now  looked  upon  mysrir  ns  a  sort  of  political  cliftractcr, 
and  began  to  suppose  th»t  the  Iluusc  of  CommoriH.  and  not 
the  bar,  was  to  he  the  scene  of  in>  future  cxfri-tions  ;  hut  in  this 
I  reckoned  tiko  a  sanguine  young  man.  Munth  after  month 
elapsed,  witliuut  any  communication  on  the  part  of  George 
Fonsonh}',  whom  I  looked  upon  as  most  imnit'iltatoly  my  object. 
Be  always  spoke  to  nte,  when  we  met  by  chance,  with  great 
civility,  bat  I  obsened  that  lie  never  mentioned  one  wonl  of 
politics.  I.  therefore,  at  last  concluded  iJiat  he  had  changed  his 
mind,  or  thai,  onaneanu-viow,  he  had  found  my  want  of  capa- 
city ;  in  short  I  gave  up  all  thougbti  of  the  connexion,  and  de- 
termined to  tmiihle  mywlf  no  more  about  Pinminby  or  thti  whigs* 
and  I  calculated,  that  aa  1  had  written  a  paiiiplilet  which  tliey 
tliought  had  served  then,  and  as  they  had  in  conMi)ncnce  em- 
plowed  me  professionally  in  a  business  which  produced  mc 
eighty  guineas,  accounts  wii-e  balanced  on  both  sides,  and  all 
further  connexion  was  at  an  end.  But  my  mind  had  now  got 
a  turn  for  politico  I  thouglit  1  had  at  last  found  my  element, 
and  1  plunged  into  it  with  eagerness,  A  closer  examination 
into  the  Kituation  of  my  natit  e  cotmtry,  had  very  considerably 
extendediny  views,  and,  as  I  was  sinc«i'cl}- and  honestly  attacli- 
cd  to  her  interests,  I  soon  found  reason  not  to  regret  that  tho 


^___k 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  88 

lo  look  on  the  little  politics  of  the  Whig  Club,  with  great  con- 
tempt; their  peddling  about  petty  grievances,  instead  of  going 
to  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  I  rejoiced  that  if  I  was  poor,  as  I 
actually  was,  I  had  pre^rved  my  independence,  and  could 
speak  my  sentiments  without  being  responsible  to  any  body 
but  tlie  law. 

An  occasion  soon  offered  to  give  vent  to  my  newly  received 
opinions.  On  the  appearance  of  a  rupture  with  Spain«  I  wrote 
a  pamphlet  to  prove  that  Ireland  was  not  bound  by  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  but  might,  and  ought  as  an  independent  nation, 
to  stipnlate  for  a  neutrality.   In  examining  this  questicm,  I 
advanced  the  question  of  separation,  with  scarcely  any  reserve, 
much  less  disguise ;  but  the  public  mind  was  by  no  means  so 
far  advanced  as  I  was^  and  my  pamphlet  made  not  the  smallest 
impression.   The  day  after  it  appeared,  as  I  stood  perdue  in 
the  bookseller*s  sho]i,  listening  after  my  own  reputation,  Sir 
Benry  Cavendish,  a  notorious  slave  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
entered,  and  throwing  my  unfortunate  pamphlet  on  the  counter 
in  a  rage,  exclaimed  :  J^r.  Byrne,  if  tlie  autlior  of  that  work  is 
teriausn  he  on^ht  to  be  hanged.     Sir  Henry  was  succeeded  by  a 
Bishop,  an  English  Doctor  of  Divinity,  with  five  or  six  thou- 
sand a  year,  laboriously  earned  in  the  church.   His  lordship's 
anger  was  not  much  less  than  that  of  the  other  personage.  Sirf 
said  he,  if  tlu  principles  contained  in  that  abominable  work  were 
to  spread,  do  you  know  that  you  would  have  to  pay  for  your  coals 
at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  a  tan?  Notwithstanding  these  criti- 
cisms, which  I  have  faithfully  quoted  against  myself,  1  continue 
to  think  my  pamphlet  a  good  one,  but,  apparently,  tlie  pub- 
lisher, Mr.  Byrce^  was  of  a  different  opinion,  for  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  suppressed  the  whole  impression,  for 
whidi  his  own  Gods  damn  him. 

Shortly  after  tlie  premature  end  of  my  second  pamphlet^ 
which  1  have  recoi*ded,  and  which  did  not  however,  change 
my  opinion  on  its  merit  for  Vicirix  causa  IHis  placuity  sed  victa 
Catoni,  we  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  my  wife's  family.  It 
18  not  my  intenticm  to  enter  in  this  subject  One  circumstance 
is  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  breach  was  not  of  our  seeking, 
?ii.  thftt  we  had  every  thing  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by  a 
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Al)nut  tliis  (ime  it  was,  that  I  formed  an  acqnaintatice  with 
my  iiivahialile  friend  Russell,  a  circumstance  wliicli  I  look  upon 
as  one  of  tlic  moat  fortunate  of  my  life.  He  is  a  man  whom  i 
love  as  a  brother.  1  will  not  here  attempt  a  panegyric  on  bis 
merits ;  it  i^i  sufficient  to  say,  that,  (o  an  excellent  understand- 
ing, he  Joins  the  purest  principles,  and  the  best  of  hearts.  I 
wish  I  liiid  ability  to  delineate  his  character,  witli  justice  to  hia 
talent';  anti  his  virtues :  He  well  knowa  how  much  I  esteem  and 
love  hint,  aiii]  I  tliink  tiiere  is  no  sacrifice  that  friendship  could 
exact,  that  nv  wonid  not  with  cheerfulness  make  for  each  other* 
to  the  utmost  hazard  of  life  or  fortune.  There  cannot  be  ima- 
gined a  more  perfect  harmony,  I  may  say  identity  of  sentiinent* 
than  exists  hetwcen  us ;  our  regard  for  each  other  has  never 
sufti'red  a  moment's  relaxation  from  tlie  hour  of  our  first  ac- 
«|uaiiitanre,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  continue  to  tlie  end  of  ottr 
lives.  I  think  the  better  of  myself  for  being  the  object  of  the 
csti'em  of  such  a  man  as  Russell.  I  love  him  and  I  honor  him. 
I  frame  no  system  of  happiness  for  my  future  life,  in  which  thn 
eiijiiyment  of  his  socic^  does  net  constitute  a  most  distinguish- 
ing feature,  anil,  if  I  am  ever  inclined  to  munnnr  at  the  diffi- 
rulties  wherewith  I  have  so  long  struggled,  I  think  on  the 
inestimable  treasure  I  jmssess  in  the  affection  of  my  wife  and 
the  frioiiilship  of  Uiissoll,  and  I  acknowledge  that  all  my  labors 
aitil  K II fleri rigs  are  overpaid.  I  may  truly  say.  that,  even  at  this 
liotir,  when  I  am  scjiarated  fi-nni  both  of  them,  and  uncertain 
whether  1  may  ever  be  so  liappy  as  to  see  them  again,  there  is 
no  nrtion  of  my  life  which  has  not  a  remote  reference  to  tlieir 
opinitni,  which  I  e(|ua)ly  prize.  When  I  think  I  have  acted 
welt,  and  that  I  am  likely  to  succeed  in  the  important  business 
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mutual  esteem. 

My  wife's  health  cnntinuing  still  delicate,  she  was  ordered 
by  lier  physician  to  bathe  in  the  xaltwater.  I  hireiU  in  cmiae- 
quonce,  a  little  bus  f»{  a  huui^c  on  the  sea  side.  at.  Irishtuwn, 
where  we  spent  the  summer  of  1790-  Russell  and  1  wei-e  inse- 
parable, and,  as  nur  discuNNionH  were  mostly  {Kilitical,  and  oui- 
sentiments  agreed  exartiy.  we  extended  our  views,  and  fortified 
each  other  in  the  opinions,  to  the  prnpagation  and  establish- 
mcnt  of  which  we  have  ever  since  been  devoted.  I  recall  witli 
transport  the  happy  days  we  spent  1r)gether  during  that  ])eriod ; 
tlic  delicious  dinners,  in  the  preparaliou  of  which  my  wife, 
Russell,  and  myself,  were  all  engaged :  the  aftcrnoun  walks, 
the  discussions  we  bad,  as  we  lay  stretched  on  tho  grass.  It 
was  delightful  !  Sometimes  Hussell's  lenerablc  father,  a  vete- 
ran of  near  seventy,  with  the  courage  of  a  hero,  the  serenity 
of  R  philosopher,  and  the  piety  of  a  saint,  used  to  visit  our  little 
mansion,  and  that  day  was  a/rff.  My  wife  doalcd  on  the  old 
man.  and  he  loved  her  like  one  of  his  children.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt, because  I  am  unable, to  expr^^ss  the  veneration  and  regard 
1  had  for  him,  and  I  am  sure  that,  next  to  his  own  sons,  and 
scutrely  below  them,  he  loved  and  esteemed  me.  Russell's  bro- 
ther) John.  too.  used  to  visit  us,  a  man  of  a  most  warm  and 
affectionate  heart,  and.  incontestibly,  of  the  most  companion- 
able talents  I  ever  met.  His  humor,  which  was  pure  and  natu- 
ral, flowed  in  an  inexhaustible  stream.  He  had  not  the  strength 
of  character  of  my  friend  Tom,  but  for  tho  charms  of  conver- 
nationhe  excelled  him  and  all  tlie  world.  Sometimes,  too,  my 
brother  William  used  to  Join  us  for  a  week.  fWim  tho  county 
Kildare.  wlierc  he  resided  with  my  brother  Matthew,  who  had 
lately  commenccil  a  cotton  manufactory  at  Prosperous  in  that 
county,  I  have  already  mentioned  the  convivial  talents  he 
possessed.  In  short,  when  the  two  Russclts,  my  bmtlier,  and 
I,  were  assembled,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  happier 
society.  I  know  not  whether  our  wit  was  perfectly  classical  or 
not,  nor  does  it  signify.  If  it  was  not  sterling,  at  least  it  passed 
current  amongst  ourselves.  If  I  may  Judge,  we  were  none  of  us 
destitute  of  the  humor  indigenous  in  the  soil  of  Ireland ;  for 
three  of  ua  I  ran  answer,  they  possessed  it  an  eminent  degree  v 
add  to  this.  I  was  the  only  one  of  the  four  who  was  not  a  poet, 
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or  at  IcAst  a  maker  of  verses  :  so  tbat  every  day  ]m>(lLioed  > 
faalla''.  or  some  poetical  squib,  which  aniuscil  us  after  dinner, 
anil,  as  our  conversation  turned  upon  no  ribaldry  or  indecency, 
my  wife  and  sister  never  left  tlie  table.  These  were  delicious 
dajfj.  The  rich  and  great,  wbo  sit  down  every  day  to  the 
moiinlony  of  a  splendid  entertainment,  can  form  no  idea  of  the 
hiippiriess  nfour  frugal  meal,  nor  of  the  iiiUnite  plea-suiv  we 
found  in  taking  eacb  bis  part  in  the  preparation  and  attend- 
ance. Myuifewas  the  centi'c  and  the  kouI  of  all-  I  scarcely 
know  wbiib  of  us  loved  ber  best ;  ber  rnnrteouH  manners,  ber 
goodness  of  heart,  her  incomparable  bumnr,  her  never  failing 
cheorrEdncss,  her  affection  for  nie  and  fornur  children,  rendered 
Iter  the  object  of  our  common  admir.iUon  and  delight  She 
loved  Kiisscll  as  well  as  1  did.  In  short,  a  more  interesting 
society  of  indiiiduatis,  connected  by  purer  miilives,  and  ani- 
mated by  a  more  ardent  attachment  and  friendship  fur  each 
other,  cannot  be  imagined. 

During  the  course  of  this  summer,  there  were  strong  appear- 
ances of  a  rupture  between  England  and  Spain,  relati»e  to 
Kiiiitka  Sound.  I  bad  nunlioned  to  Russell  my  project  for  a 
military  colony  in  ttic  South  Sea.'*,  and,  as  we  liad  both  nothing 


better  to  ilo.   we  sat  do^^n  to  hiok  ovei 
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to  be  adopted  in  consequence,  I  might  de])end  on  receiving 
further  information.  These  letters  we  looked  upon  as  leaving 
It  barely  possible  tiiat  something  might  be  done  in  tlie  busi- 
ness, though  very  unlikely;  and  so  indeed  it  proved,  for, 
shortly  after,  a  kind  of  peace,  called  a  convention,  was  agreed 
upon  between  Spain  and  England,  on  which  I  wrote  once  more 
to  Lord  Grenviile,  enclosing  a  second  memorial,  in  order  to 
learn  his  determination,  when  I  I'eceiveil  a  very  civil  answer, 
praising  my  plan,  &c.  and  informing  me  that  existing  circum- 
stances bad  rendered  it  unnecessary,  at  that  time,  to  put  it  in 
execution,  but  that  ministers  would  keep  it  in  recollection. 
Thus  ended,  for  the  second  time,  my  attempt  to  colonize  in  the 
Soutii  Seas,  a  measure  which  I  still  think  might  be  attf^ndcd 
with  the  most  beneficial  consequences  to  England.  I  keep  all 
the  papprs  relating  to  this  business,  including  tlie  origitials  of 
the  minister*s  letters,  and  I  have  likewise  copied  the  whole  of 
them  in  a  quaHo  book,  to  which  I  refer  for  further  information. 
It  was  singular  enough,  tliis  correspondence,  continued  by  two 
of  tlie  King  of  England's  cabinet  ministers  at  St.  James,  on 
tlie  one  pail,  and  Russell  and  myself,  from  my  little  box  at 
Irishtown,  on  the  other.  If  Uie  measui*e  I  proposed  had  been 
adopted,  we  wei*e  both  determined  on  going  out  with  tlie  exjie- 
ditton,  in  which  case,  instead  of  planning  revolutions  in  our 
own  country,  we  might  be  now,  perhaps,  carrying  on  a  priva- 
teering war,  (for  which,  I  think,  we  have  both  talents,)  on  tho 
coasts  of  Spanish  America*  This  adventure  is  an  additional 
proof  of  the  romantic  spirit  I  have  mentioned  in  the  beginning 
of  my  memoirs,  as  a  trait  in  our  family  ;  and,  indeed,  my  friend 
Russell  was.  in  that  respect,  completely  one  of  ourselves.  The 
minister's  refusal  did  not  sweeten  us  much  towards  him.  I 
renewed  the  tow  I  had  once  before  made,  to  make  him,  if  I 
could,  repent  of  it,  in  which  Russell  most  heartily  concurred. 
Perhaps  the  minister  may  yet  have  reason  to  wish  he  had  let 
us  go  off  quietly  to  the  South  Seas.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  remind  him  of  his  old  correspondent,  and  if  I 
ever  find  one,  I  will  not  overlook  it  I  dare  say  he  has  utterly 
forgot  the  circumstance,  but  I  have  not  ^^Every  things  honveveVf 
if  far  iht  besU  as  Pangloss  says,  in  this  best  of  all  possible. 
'marU$^*  If  I  bad  gone  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  1790,  I 
should  not  be  to  day  dief  de  brigade  in  the  service  of  the  French 
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Beptiblic  not  to  nu'ntion  vtlutt  I  may  be  in  my  own  coiinti-}' 

our  c!C]io()ition  thillier  succcetls. 

But  t<)  return.  Sliortly  after  thiH  <!Uappoi>itnicnt,  Russellt' 
wUo  had  for  two  or  thre/;  ji-ars  reviOletl  in  the  case  and  dig- 
nity of  an  Ensign's  half  pay,  amounting  to  ^628  sterling  a  year, 
which  he  had  earned  befoi-c  he  was  twenty -one,  by  broiling  in 
the  East  Indies  for  five  yearn,  v/aa  unexpectedly  promoted  by 
favor  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  an  EnHigncy,  on  full  pay. 
in  the  64th  regiment  of  foot,  then  quartered  in  the  town  of 
BeEfast.  Hv  put  himself,  in  ronsequcncr,  in  battle  array,  and 
pi-cparcd  to  join.  I  remember  tlic  last  day  he  dined  with  us  in 
Irishtown,  where  lie  came,  to  use  hinown  ((uotation.  "aV  ctin- 
^ant,  all  in  gold'* !  We  set  him  to  cook  part  of  the  dinner  in  a 
very  fine  suit  of  larcd  regimentals.  I  love  to  recall  ih 
scenes.  We  parted  wilh  the  sincerest  rfgrct  on  both  sides  :  bi 
set  off  for  Belfast,  and  shortly  after  we  returned  to  town  for 
the  winter,  my  wife's  health  being  perfectly  re-established, 
as  she  manifestetl  by  being,  in  duo  time,  bi-ought  to  bed  of  our 
eldest  boy,  whom  we  called  William,  after  my  brother. 

This  winter  1  endeavored  to  institute  a  kind  of  political 
club,  from  wliicli  I  expected  gi-eat  tilings.  It  consisted  of  seven 
OP  eight  members,  eminent  fnr  tlicir  talents  and  patriotism,  and 
who  had  already  more  or  less  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  literary  pmductinns.  Tliey  were  John  Stack,  fellow  of 
Trinity  college,  Dr.  Wm.  Drennan,  author  of  the  celebrated 
letters  signed  Orellana,  Joseph  Pollock,  author  of  the  stilt 
more  justiy  celebrated  letters  of  Owen  Roe  O'Ncil,  Peter 
Buri'owes,  a  barrister,  a  man  of  a  most  powerful  and  rompre- 
bensive  mind,  William  Johnson,  a  lawyer,  also  of  resi>ectablo 
talents,  Whitley  Stokes,  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  a  man, 
the  extent  and  variety  of  whose  knowledge  is  only  to  be  ex- 
ceeded by  the  number  and  intensity  of  his  virtues,  Russell,  a 
corresponding  member,  and  mysidf.  As  our  political  opinions, 
at  that  time,  agreed  in  most  essential  points,  however  they 
may  have  since  diSi'i-cd,  and  as  this  little  club  most  certain!/ 
comprised  a  great  pi-oportioii  of  information,  talents,  and  in- 
tcgrity,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  some  distinguish) 
publications  should  he  tlie  result ;  yet,  I  know  not  how 
we  did  not  draw  well  together  ;  our  meetings  degenerated  tnj 
downright  ordinary  suppers ;  wc  became  a  mere  oyster  clul 
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and,  at  length*  a  misunderstanding,  or,  rather,  a  rooted  dis- 
like to  each  other,  which  manifested  itself  between  Drennan 
and  Pollock,  (who  were  completely  Cxsar  and  Pompej  with 
regaled  to  literary  empire)  joined  to  the  retreat  of  John  Stack 
to  his  living  in  tlie  North,  and  the  little  good  wc  saw  result- 
ing  from  our  association,  induced  us  to  drop  off  one  by  one, 
and  thas,  after  thre«  or  four  months  of  sickly  existence,  our 
club  departed  this  life,  leaving  behind  it  a  puny  offspring  of 
about  a  dozen  essays  on  diffci-ent  subjects,  all,  as  may  be  sup- 
posed, tolei-able,  but  not  one  of  any  distinguished  excellence.  I 
am  satisfied  any  one  of  the  members,  by  devoting  a  week  of  his 
time  to  a  well  chosen  subject,  would  have  produced  a  work  of 
ten  times  more  value,  than  the  whole  club  were  able  to  show 
from  their  joint  labors  during  its  existence.  This  experiment 
satisfied  me  that  men  of  genius,  to  be  of  use,  must  not  be  col- 
lected in  numbers.  They  do  not  work  well  in  the  aggregate, 
and,  indeed,  even  in  oi*dinary  conversations,  I  have  observed 
that  too  many  wits  n\m\  the  discourse.  Tiie  dullest  entertain- 
ment at  which  I  ever  renicinbcr  to  have  assisted  was  one  form- 
ed expressly  to  bring  together  near  twenty  persons,  every 
one  more  or  less  distinguished  for  splendid  talents,  or  great 
convivial  qualities.  Wc  sat,  and  prosed  together  in  great  so- 
lemnity, endeavoring,  by  a  rapid  circulation  of  the  bottle,  to  ani- 
mate the  discourse;  but  it  would  not  do,  every  man  was  clad  in 
a  suit  of  intellectual  armour,  in  which  he  found  himself  secure 
it  is  true,  but  ill  at  his  ease,  and  we  all  rejoiced  at  the  moment, 
when  we  were  permitted  to  run  home  and  get  into  our  robes  de 
chambre  and  slippers.  Any  two  of  the  men  present  would  have 
been  the  delight  and  entertainment  of  a  well  chosen  society, 
but  all  together  was,  as  Wolsey  says,  '<  too  much  honorJ**^ 

*  NoTs  IT  TBI  EiiiTOB.-^About  this  time,  whilst  his  ideas  on  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  connexion  witli  Britain,  were  fermenting;  in  his  mind,  (sue 
the  four  essays  addressed  to  the  Club,  in  the  Appendix,  and  his  pamphlet  on 
the  Spanish  war,)  my  father  wrote  a  letter  to  his  friend  Russell,  where  he 
expanded  upon  them,  and  concluded,  ''Such  and  such  men  Tmcntioninpf  hit 
friends  and  associates  in  the  Club,)  think  with  me."  This  very  innocent 
paper  produced,  about  two  years  afterwards,  in  1793,  a  most  ridiculous 
ilwiB  Aod  disturbance.  It  would  not  have  been  noticed,  at  tht  time  it  was 
written,  more  than  those  pamphlets  which  were  published ;  but  then,  when 
the  political  feTerrsf^at  the  hjg:he8t,  and  when  it  wms  alrnndy  forg'tlitu  by 
kimelf  and  his  friends,  it  fell,  by  some  chance  or  indiscretion,  into  the  bands 
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In  recording  the  names  nf  tlie  members  of  the  Club,  T 
have  Btrangel^'  omitted  the  name  of  a  man  whom,  as  well  foi-  lti« 
talents  aa  liis  principlen,  1  ei^tcem  as  much  as  any,  far  niitre 
tlian  most  of  them.  I  mean  I'homas  AddtN  Emmet,  a  barris- 
ter, lie  in  a  man  romplcb'l)'  after  my  own  heart;  of  a  giTat 
and  comprehensive  mind ;  nf  the  warmest  and  sincerest  affeittun 
for  his  friends  ;  and  of  a  firm  and  Hteady  adherence  to  hiH  prin- 
ciples, to  which  he  has  sacrificed  mncli,  as  I  know,  and  uould, 
I  am  sure,  if  necessary,  sacrifice  his  life.  His  opinions  and 
nine  square  exactly.  In  classing  the  men  I  mnxt  esteem.  I 
Wnul'l  place  litm  beside  Uiisscll.  at  the  head  of  the  list ;  because, 
with  regard  to  them  both,  the  most  ardent  feelings  nf  my  heart 
coincide  exactly  with  the  most  sevcpcdccision  of  my  Judgment 
There  are  men  whom  I  regard  as  much  as  it  is  possible.  I  lun 
sure,  for  example,  if  there  he  on  earth  such  a  tiling  a.s  sincere 
friendship.  I  fee!  it  for  Whillcy  Stokes,  for  fJeorge  ICnox,  and 
for  Peter  Bui-mwcs.  They  are  men  whose  talents  I  admire, 
whose  vii-tnes  I  reverence,  and  whose  i)ersonM  I  love  ;  hut  the 
regard  which  I  feel  for  them,  sincci-e  anil  affectionate  as  it  U, 
is  certainly  not  of  the  same  species  witli  that  which  I  entertain 
for  llussell  and  Emmet.  Between  ua  there  has  been,  fmm  the 
very  commencement  of  our  acquaintance,  a  rotncidence  of  sen- 
timent, a  harmony  of  feelings  on  points  which  we  all  conscien- 
tiously consider  as  of  the  last  importance,  which  hinds  us  in  the 
closest  ties  to  each  other.  We  have  unvaryingly  been  devoted  to 
the  pursuit  of  the  same  object,  by  the  same  means;  we  have 
had  a  fel)owshi}i  in  our  labors ;  a  society  in  nui-  dangers ;  oup 


of  the  Government.  The  (fenllemen  menlioneJ,  m»ny  of  irtioin  had  since 
CBpDuied  (he  part  of  Ihe  admlnistratliin,  were  ill  lumnioni^il  before  tbe 
Secret  Committee.  For  iliat  most  iltepil  Iribunat,  tlie  Slar  Chamber  of  Ire- 
bnd,  RMumed  thr  power  of  exnmininft  »ny  »iiap*e1ed  indiviJtixIs  on  the 
opinion*,  u  well  M  tlie  Bctioni,  orthemselvee  and  oTolbcrii  putting  them  aa 
their  mtth,  loan-^weralltheir  qii--stion»,  and  imptiBoninir  them  arbitrarily.  On 
this  ocuiion  Ihcie  i^ntlemen  wrre  clurj^'d  with  beiii);  privy  nut  only  to  a 
thporetical  disquiBilion,  but  to  n  deep  conepimey  iftainsi  thr  Government,  u 
far  back  ■■  Ihe  year  1791.  ll  is,  liDwev^i,  remarkHble,  thai  my  father  wia 
not  calird  before  ihi'm.    Perhupi  he  wm  deemed  incornKible. 

Thia  letter  is  alluded  to  in  several  parl«  uf  his  itihaequenl  memuin,  in  Cur- 
nn'a  life  by  hi*  *on,  and  in  several  of  Lonl  ('lare's  speecbei  to  Parlisinent. 
Hi*  Liirdabip  ncTerloit  an  opportunity  of  aUitdinir  to  that  danKreroua  prtiduc- 
tion,  which  disclosed  the  Itinj' mcdit.ition  of  those  Irailorons  and  rebellioui 
designs,  and  il  a  a>  laid  before  Hie  llrilish  r»rlinmeiil  und  Vnvy  CuuncIL 
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hopes,  our  fears,  our  wiahes,  our  friends,  and  nui'  vnciiiics, 
hirckwn  thf  same.  Wlirnall  thb  is  conHidcrcd.  and  the  Ulcnts 
and  principle-s  of  tlic  men  tiikcn  iiilo  tlie  account,  it  will  not  be 
mmdrml  at,  if  I  esteem  RustfU  and  Emmet  as  tie  first  ofmy 
Iriniidii.  If  cvrr  an  opiiortunity  offers,  aa  circumstances  at 
pn!sent  wem  likely  to  bring  fwrward,  I  tbink  tlicir  country 
will  ratify  my  cliuicfi.  Witli  rrgard  to  Burrnwes  and  Knox, 
whom  1  do  most  sinrcrely  aiid  affectionately  love,  their  political 
opinions  differ  fundamentally  from  mine;  and,  i)eriiaps,  it  is  for 
Ihc  credit  of  urhII  Uii-ei',  tbat,  with  sucb  an  irreconcilable  differ- 
ence of  sentiment,  wo  have  all  along  Ilrt'ser^■ed  a  mutual  regard 
ami  esteem  for  carli  other ;  at  least,  I  am  sure,  I  feci  it  partJ- 
eularly  honorable  to  myself,  for  there  arc,  perhaps,  no  two  men 
in  tbe  world  about  uhosc  good  opinion  I  am  more  solicitous. 
Nor  shall  I  soou  forget  the  steaily  and  unvarying  friendship  I 
expcrienceid  from  Ihetn  both,  when  my  situatioa  was,  to  all  bu- 
Riin  apt"*rancc',  utterly  desperate,  and  when  otlicrs.  with  at 
leant  as  little  rrason  to  desert  me,  ithnnncd  me,  as  if  I  bad  the 
red  spotfi  of  the  plague  out  on  me — but  of  Uiat  hereafter.  With 
regard  to  Whitley  Stokes,  bis  political  Qplnlona  approach 
nearer  to  mine  than  those  of  either  Knox  or  Burrowes.  I  mcn- 
tioo  tliii«.  for,  in  tliese  days  of  uidiouuded  discussion,  poHtJca 
unfortunately  enter  info  every  tiling,  even  into  our  private 
(HendsbijM.  Wc.  however,  diflfcrou  many  material  pointx,  and 
vo  differ  on  {iriiiripleit  which  do  honor  to  Stokes*  heart.  WEtli 
an  acute  feeling  of  the  degradation  of  his  country,  and  a  just 
and  generous  indignation  against  her  oppressors,  the  tender- 
ness and  humanity  of  bis  dispoHitlon  i»  Much,  that  he  recoils 
from  any  measures  to  be  attempted  for  her  emancipation  which 
ma)  terminate  in  blood  :  in  this  respect  I  buvr  not  the  virtue 
to  imitate  bim.  i  muiclnbwrvc.tliat,  with  this  perhaps  cxtrava« 
gout  anxiety  for  Ute  livc!<orotbcn,  1  am  sure  iu  any  cause  whicli 
ftalUGe^l  hts  cmiMcience.  no  m.-tn  would  W  moi-e  prodigal  of  bU 
owu  life  tlian  Wbitlry  Stokes,  for  he  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  na- 
ture, but  "  vAnf  he  would  highly  that  would  he  holily"  and  I 
atn  afraid  thai  in  the  present  state  of  alTaii-s,  that  \n  a  thing 
[mpoKsihle.  I  love  Siflken  mR<d  sincerely.  With  a  moet  excel- 
lent and  highly  niltivated  mind,  be  (HWiseascs  the  distinguisliing 
clurarteriBtii-  of  Uie  \n-»t  and  most  feeling  heart,  and  I  am  sura 
It  wDI  iKit  hurl  tltc  wif  Iw  e  of  any  of  the  friends  wbose  name? 
Vol.  I— 6 
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1  Imve  recorded,  vtlicn  I  aay  tliat.  in  tlic  full  force  of  tlie  plirase^ 
1  look  upon  Wliiiley  Slokea  as  llie  rery  best  man  1  have  ever 
kiiQwn<  Now  thati  am  upon  tltis  subject,  I  must  oUhci-vc  that, 
in  tlie  choice  of  my  friends,  I  liavc  been,  all  my  life,  extremely 
fortunate;  I  hojic  I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  infinite  value  of 
tiicir  esteem,  and  I  take  the  greatest  priile  in  being  able  to  say 
tbat  I  have  preserved  that  esteem,  even  of  those  from  whom  I 
most  materially  differed  on  points  of  the  last  importance,  and 
on  occa'iions  uf  peculiar  difliculty;  and  this  too  without  any 
sacrifire  of  consistency  or  principle,  on  cither  side ;  a  circum- 
stance which,  however,  redounds  still  more  to  their  credit  than 
to  mine.  But.  to  return  to  my  history,  fi-om  this  long  digres- 
sion, on  which,  however,  I  dwell  with  affection,  exiled  as  I  am 
from  the  inestimable  friends  1  have  mentioned,  it  is  a  consola- 
tion to  my  soul  to  dwell  upon  their  merits,  and  the  sincere  and 
animated  affection  I  feel  for  them.  God  knows  whether  we 
shall  ever  meet,  or  if  we  do,  how  many  of  ns  may  survive  the 
contest  in  which  we  are,  by  all  appearance,  about  to  embark. 
If  it  be  my  lot.  for  one,  to  fall,  I  leave  behind  me  this  small 
testimony  of  my  regard  for  them,  written  under  circumstances 
which.  I  think,  may  warrant  its  sincerity. 

The  Frencli  ii'volution  had  now  been  above  a  twelvemonth 
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my  Attempt,  or  paid  the  least  attention  to  the  doctrine  I  endea- 
vored to  disseminate.  But  the  rapid  succession  ofevents,  and^ 
above  alU  the  explosion  which  had  taken  place  in  France,  and 
blown  into  the  elements  a  despotism  rooted  for  fourteen  centu- 
riesy  had  thoroughly  aroused  all  Europe,  and  the  eyes  of  every 
man,  in  every  quarter,  were  turned  anxiously  on  the  French 
National  Assembly.  In  England,  Burke  had  the  triumph  com- 
pletely to  decide  the  public ;  fascinated  by  an  eloquent  publi- 
lication,  which  flattered  so  many  of  their  prejudices,  and  ani- 
mated by  their  unconquerable  hatred  of  France,  which  no 
change  of  circumstances  could  alter,  tlie  whole  English  nation, 
it  may  be  said,  retracted'  from  their  first  decision  in  favor  of 
the  glorious  and  successful  efforts  of  the  French  people ;  tliey 
sickened  at  the  prospect  of  the  approaching  liberty  and  happi- 
ness of  that  mighty  nation  :  tliey  calculated,  as  merchants,  the 
probable  effects  which  the  energy  of  regenerated  France  might 
have  on  their  commerce ;  they  rejoiced  when  they  saw  the 
combination  of  despots  formed  to  restore  the  ancient  system, 
and  perhaps  to  dismember  the  monarchy ;  and  they  waited  with 
impatience  for  an  occasion,  which,  happily  for  mankind,  they 
aoon  found,  when  they  might,  with  some  appearance  of  decency, 
engage  in  person  in  the  infamous  contest 

But  matters  were  very  different  in  Ireland,  an  oppressed, 
insulted,  and  plundered  nation.  As  we  well  knew,  experiment- 
ally, what  it  was  to  be  enslaved,  we  sympatliised  most  sincere- 
ly with  the  French  people,  and  watched  their  progress  to  free- 
dom witli  the  utmost  anxiety  ;  we  had  not,  like  England,  a 
prejudice  rooted  in  our  very  nature  against  France.  As  the 
revolution  advanced,  and  as  events  expanded  themselves,  the 
public  spirit  of  Ireland  rose  with  a  rapid  acceleration.  The 
fears  and  animosities  of  the  aristocracy  rose  in  the  same,  or  a 
fltill  higher  proportion.  In  a  little  time  tlie  French  revolution 
became  the  test  of  every  man's  political  creed,  and  the  nation 
was  fairly  divided  into  two  great  parties,  the  Aristocrats  and 
the  Democrats,  (epitliets  borrowed  from  France, )  who  have  ever 
since  been  measuring  each  other's  strengtli,  and  carr}  ing  on  a 
JUnd  (^smothered  war,  which  the  course  of  events,  it  is  highly 
probable,  may  soon  call  into  energy  and  action. 

It  is  needless,  I  believe,  to  say  that  1  was  a  Democrat  from 
the  Tcry  commeicement,  and,  as  al]  the  retainers  of  Govern  • 
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ment)  including  the  sages  anil  .judges  of  tlic  law,  were,  i 
course,  on  the  otlicr  side ;  tliis  gave  the  cmip  de  grace  to  an^ 
expectations,  if  any  sucli  I  had,  of  my  succeeding  at  thu  bar, 
for  I  soon  became  pretty  notorious ;  but,  in  fact,  I  hatl  fw 
some  time  renounced  all  hope,  and,  I  inay  say,  all  desire,  of 
succeeding  in  a  profession  which  I  always  disliked,  and  which 
tlic  political  pi-ustitutiun  of  its  members  (though  otherwise  men 
of  high  honor  and  of  great  pt^rsonal  worth)  had  taught  me  siq^ 
ccrely  to  despise.    I  therefore  seldom  went  near  the  four  courta 
nor  did  I  adopt  any  one  of  the  means,   and,   least  of  all, 
atudy  of  the  law,   which  arc  successfully  emplt>j-ed  by  thoe 
young  men  whose  object  it  is  to  rise  in  tlieir  pi-ofession. 

As  I  came^  about  this  period,  rathrr  more  forward  than  | 
had  hitlicrto  done,  it  is  necessary  for  understanding  my  bia 
tory,  to  take  a  rapid  survey  of  the  state  of  parties  in  Irelandi 
that  is  to  say,  of  the  members  of  tlio  established  religion, 
Disnenters  and  the  Catholics. 

The  first  parly,  whom,  for  distinction's  sake,  I  call  thd 
Pi-otestants,  timugh  not  above  the  tenth  of  the  population,  wei 
in  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  government,  and  of  five-sixtb 
of  the  landed  property  of  the  nation  ;  they  were,  and  had  been 
for  above  a  century,  in  the  <iuiet  enjoyment  of  the  church,  tl 
law,  the  revenue,  the  army,  the  navy,  the  magisti-acy,  the  ci 
porations,  in  a  woiti,  of  the  whole  pati-unage  of  Ireland.  Witt 
properties  whoso  title  was  founded  in  massacre  and  plunder^ 
and  being,  as  it  were,  but  a  colony  of  foreign  usurpers  in  the 
land,  tliey  saw  no  security  for  tlieir  persons  and  estates,  but 
in  a  close  connexion  with  £nglaiid,  whopi-ofited  of  tlieir  fears, 
and,  as  the  price  of  her  protection,  exacted  the  implicitsurrcntj 
der  of  tlic  commerce  and  liberties  of  Ireland.  Different  events 
particularly  the  revolution  in  America,  bad  enabled  and  em 
boldcncd  the  other  two  parties,  of  whom  I  am  about  tn  speak, 
to  huriy  the  Protestants  into  measures  highly  disagreeable  to 
ICngland  and  beneficial  to  tlieir  country  ;  but,  in  which,  from 
accidental  circumstances,  they  dumt  nut  refuse  to  concur. 
The  spirit  of  the  coi-ps.  however,  remained  unchanged,  as  they 
have  manifested  on  every  occasion  since,  which  chance  has  of- 
fered. This  ]»arty,  therefore,  so  powerful  by  their  property 
and  influence,  were  implicitly  devoted  to  England,*  which  they 

cemed  necessary  for  the  security  of  their  existence ; 
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adopted,  in  consequence,  the  sentiments  and  the  language  of 
the  British  cabinet ;  they  dreaded  and  abhorred  the  principles 
of  the  French  revolution,  and  were,  in  one  word,  an  aristo- 
cracf  9  in  the  fullest  and  most  odious  extent  of  the  term. 

The  dissenters  who  formed  the  second  paily,  were  at  least 
twice  as  numerous  as  the  first  Like  them,  they  were  a  colony 
of  foreigners  in  their  origin,  but,  being  mostly  engaged  in 
trade  and  manufactures,  with  few  overgrowTi  landed  proprie- 
tors among  them,  they  did  not,  like  them,  feel  that  a  slavish 
dependence  on  England  was  essential  to  their  very  existence. 
Strong  in  their  numbers  and  their  courage,  they  felt  that  they 
were  able  to  defend  themselves,  and  they  soon  ceased  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  any  other  than  Irishmen.  It  was  the  dis- 
senters who  composed  the  flower  of  the  famous  volunteer  army 
of  1782,  which  extorted  from  the  English  minister  the  restora- 
tion of  what  is  affected  to  be  called  the  constitution  of  Ireland ; 
it  was  they  who  first  promoted  and  continued  the  demand  of 
a  parliamentary  reform^  in  which,  however,  they  were  baffled 
by  the  superior  address  and  chicanery  of  the  aristocracy  ;  and 
it  was  they,  finally,  who  were  the  first  to  stand  forward,  in 
the  most  decided  and  unqualified  manner,  in  support  of  the 
principles  of  tlie  French  revolution. 

The  Catholics,  who  composed  the  third  party,  were  above 
two-thirds  of  the  nation,  and  formed,  perhaps,  a  still  greater 
proportion.  Tlicy  embraced  the  entire  peasantry  of  three  pro- 
vinces, they  constituted  a  considerable  portion  of  the  mercan- 
tile interest,  but,  from  the  tyranny  of  the  penal  laws  enacted 
at  different  periods  against  them,  they  possessed  but  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  landed  property,  perhaps  not  a  fiftietli 
part  of  tiie  whole.  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  give  a  detail 
of  that  execrable  and  infamous  code,  framed  with  the  art  and 
tiie  malice  of  demons,  to  plunder  and  degrade  and  brutalize  the 
Catholics.  Suffice  it  to  say,  tiiat  tiiere  was  no  injustice,  no  dis- 
grace, no  disqualification,  moral,  political,  or  religious,  civil  or 
military,  that  was  not  heaped  upon  them ;  it  is  with  difficulty  that. 
I  restrain  myself  from  entering  into  the  abominable  detail;  but  it 
is  tiic  less  necessary,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  so  many  publicu* 
tions  of  the  day.  This  horrible  systcniy  pui*sued  for  above  a 
century  with  unrelenting  acrimony  and  perseverance,  had 
wrought  it»  foil  effect,  and  had,  m  fart,  redncctl  the  great 
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kodj  af  tkr  CxtMir  pMsanlry  of  Ireland  to  *  situation,  morally 
ami  fkfmaU;  cpcaking.  below  that  ol*  the  bvaatu  of  the  field. 
The  •foil  if  tkeir  Trw  nmuning  gentry  was  broken,  and  their 
wa^  <H,niiiil :  bmA  il  wu  only  in  the  cliu»  of  their  mcr- 
dm^s  wmi  truAm,  und  n  few  mrrobers  of  the  inediral  profcs- 
MM,  who  had  smugglnl  an  eduration  in  despite  of  the  penal 
eaje.  that  aaj  thing  likr  political  sensation  ex i!ited.  Sucbwaa 
Iffvtt;  »«riT  the  titnation  of  the  tlire«  great  parties  at  the 
I  — —  ai  I  ■!  wt  of  the  Freiirli  revolution,  and  certainly  a  much 
mm*  ghnsT  pnvpect  could  not  well  present  it.<<elf  to  the  eyes 
tttmr  frwad  ti  bbcr^  and  his  rountry.  But  xt  the  luminary 
tt  Mh  nd  fiec4n«  in  Prance,  advanced  rapidly  to  its  me- 
vMb»  v/knirn;  Ito  |Mbtk  mind  in  Ireland  wasproportionably 
HlnminateJ :  aMd  ts  the  hoour  of  tlie  dissenteni  of  Belfast  be  it 
aaid.  they  »t«  the  trst  la  rcdtire  to  practice  their  newly  re- 
cuTTd  principlrs  and  to  >hgw,  hy  being  just,  that  they  were 
deserviag  !■  he  bve. 

Tlw  dNiWaa  af  Eagbnd  in  Ireland  )iad  been  begun  and 
C— ti— tJ  ia  the  iSmaim  of  the  great  sects  which  divided  the 
latter  cwmtrr.*  la  citctutuig  this  disunion,  tlic  protcstant 
]wrtT  «Yr«  the  wUb^  iaatmneols,  as  they  saw  clearly  that 
if  ever  the  Dissenters  aad  Catholics  were  to  discover  their  true 
iatereKts.  and  rnrgrttiNg  their  IbriBcrruinouRdissentions,  were 
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Sornrbark  as  Itie  year  1783,  the  voluntecrn  of  Bcirasthad 
iiiRtroctod  their  dc|tulie»  tn  tlio  canvcntion,  hdil  in  Dublin,  for 
the  purpow  of  rraming  a  plan  of  parliaincntai7  rcfoi-m,  to  siip- 
put  the  equal  ailmission  tif  tlic  Catliolics  to  tlie  ri}i;hts  of  fi-ec- 
DKik  In  this  inslanccof  liberality,  they  wei-etlitti  almost  alonr; 
for  it  is  th<;ir  Tate  in  political  wisdom  ever  to  be  in  advance  of 
tbcir  countryiiMn ;  it  was  suflicicnt,  liowevert  to  lilarni  the  Gu- 
veniinciit,  who  inimediatdy  procureii  from  Lord  Kcnmare,  at 
that  time  esteemed  tlie  leader  of  the  Calholica,  a  solemn  disa- 
vowal, in  the  name  of  the  body,  of  any  wish  to  he  restored  to 
Iheir  long  lust  rights.  l'ro.strat«  as  tlio  Catholics  were  at  tliat 
feriuA,  this  last  insult  was  too  much  ;  tliry  instantly  assembled 
titar  OencnU  CommitttT,  and  disavowed  l^rd  Renmare  and 
his  dlravnwai,  observing  at  tlic  same  time  that  they  were  not 
Tnuncd  aa  riiRcrently  from  all  otiier  men  an  to  be  in  love  with 
tbrir  nwn  degradation.  The  rimjority  uf  the  volunteer  conven- 
tion, however,  reitolved  to  consider  tlic  infumons  derlnrntion  of 
Lord  Renmam  as  the  voice  of  tlic  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and, 
in  cunsoqucncc,  Uie  emancipaliun  of  Uiat  body  made  no  part  of 
tbcjr  plan  of  reform.  Tlie  cunsequcnce  natural  lu  such  folly 
umI  InjuitlJce  immediately  ensued  :  the  Government,  seeing  t)i6 
cnni'eiitinn,  by  llirir  own  act,  separate  themselves  from  tho 
grmt  uasi  of  the  pefj{)le,  who  could  alone  give  tlieni  elTective 
farce,  held  Ihctn  at  defiance,  and  tliat  formidable  assembly 
wluch,  under  belter  pHnciplcSf  might  have  held  tlie  fate  of 
Ireland  In  their  liaiidM,  was  broken  up  witii  disgrace  and  ig- 
nominy, a  memorable  warning  that  those  who  know  not  to  ron* 
dcr  tlMurjiLst  rights  to  others,  will  be  found  incapable  of  firmly 
ftdheriog  to  their  own. 

The  General  Committee  of  the  Catholics,  of  which  1  have 
spoken  above,  and  which,  iilnce  the  year  1792,  has  madeadia- 
tinguhbcd  feature  in  the  politics  of  Irclanil,  was  a  body  com- 
posmt  of  llicir  bishop*!,  tiicir  country  gciitlemet),  and  of  a  cer- 
tain Bombrr  nf  nii-rchante  and  traders,  all  resident  in  Dublini 
but  named  by  the  Catholics  in  the  different  towuH corporate  t* 
reprrftrot  them.  The  original  object  uf  this  inotitobon  was  to  * 
sbtain  the  repeal  of  a  partial  and  oppressive  ux  called  <(iiar- 
Icrage,  which  was  leviedon  tite  Catltolirs  only,  and  the  Govem- 
ncnt.  w  hich  foond  the  committee  at  Crst  a  nmvctucnt  iiMtm- 
mcut  un  some  occasioi]i>,  connived  at  their  oxistoncc.   So  dc- 
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graded  was  tlic  Catholic  mind  at  tbc  period  of  the  fortiiatiun  a 
their  committee,  about  I?70,  and  long  after,  tliattliey  were 
l*PPy  to  ^^  allowed  to  go  up  to  the  Castle  witli  an  abominublc 
slavish  address  to  each  successive  Vice  Roy,  of  which,  more- 
over,  until  the  accessi<in  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  1782.  so 
little  notice  was  taken  that  his  Grace  was  the  first  who  conde- 
scended to  give  them  an  answer;  and,  indeed,  for  above  twenty 
ycaj'8,  the  sole  business  of  tlie  General  ConiTnitt(«  was  to  pre- 
pare and  deliver  in  tliose  records  of  their  depression.  The  ef- 
fort which  an  honest  indignation  had  called  forth  at  the  time  of 
the  volunteer  convention  in  1783,  seemed  to  have  exhausted 
their  strength,  and  they  sunk  back  intotheir  primitive  nullity. 
Under  this  ap]>caranre  of  apatiiy,  however,  a  new  spirit  was 
gradually  arising  in  the  body,  owing,  principnlly,  to  tlie  exertions 
and  the  example  of  one  man.  JohuKeogh,  to  whose  services  Ms 
country,  and  more  esiwcially  IheCatliolics,  are  singularly  in- 
debted. In  fact,  the  downfal  of  feudal  tyranny  was  acted  in  little 
on  the  theatre  ofthe  General  Committee.  The  influence  of  their 
clergy  and  «f  their  barous  was  gradually  undermined,  and  the 
tliird  estate,  the  commercial  interest,  riding  in  wealth  and 
power,  was  prepaiing,  by  degrees,  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  in  the 
imposing,  or,  at  least,  (he  continuing  of  which  the  leaders  of 
the  body,  I  mean  the  prelates  and  aristocracy,  to  their  dis> 
grare  be  it  s]>oken,  were  ready  to  concur.  Alivady  hud  tlio^o 
leaders,  acting  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  government, 
which  held  them  in  fetters,  suffered  one  or  two  signal  defeats 
in  the  committee,  owing  principally  to  the  talents  and  address 
of  John  Keogh  ;  the  pai-ties  began  to  be  defined,  and  a  sturdy 
democracy  of  new  men,  with  bolder  views  and  sti-onger  talents, 
soon  superseded  tlie  timid  counsels  and  slavish  measures  ofthe 
ancient  aristocracy.  Every  thing  seemed  tending  to  a  better 
order  of  things  among  the  Catholics,  and  an  occasion  soon  of- 
fered to  call  the  energy  of  their  new  leaders  into  action. 

The  dissentci's  of  the  north,  and  more  especially  of  the  town 
of  Belfast,  are,  from  the  genius  of  their  religion,  and  from  the 
superior  diffusion  of  ptditical  informntinn  among  thcmi  sincere 
and  enlightened  republtcuns.  They  had  ever  hern  foremnst  in 
the  pursuit  of  parliamentary  i-efoi-m,  and  I  have  already  nien- 
tione<l  the  early  wisdom  and  vii-tue  of  the  town  of  Belfast  in 
proposing  tlie  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  su  far  back  as  the 
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year  1783.  The  French  revolution  had  awakened  all  parties 
in  the  nation  from  the  stupor  in  which  they  lay  plunged,  from 
the  time  of  the  dispersion  of  the  ever  memorable  volunteer  con- 
vention,  and  the  citizens  of  Belfast  were  the  first  to  raise  their 
heads  from  the  abyss,  and  to  loolc  the  situation  of  their  coun- 
try steadily  in  the  face.  They  saw  at  a  glance  their  true  ob- 
ject, and  the  only  means  to  obtain  it ;  conscious  that  the  force 
of  the  existing  government  was  such  as  to  require  the  united 
efforts  of  tlie  whole  Irish  people  to  subvert  it,  and,  long  con- 
vinced in  their  own  minds  tliat  to  be  free  it  was  necessary  to  be 
just,  they  cast  their  eyes  once  more  on  the  long  neglected  Ca- 
tfaolicSy  and  profiting  of  past  errors,  for  which,  however,  they 
had  not  to  accuse  tliemselves,  they  determined  to  begin  on  a 
new  system,  and  to  raise  the  structure  of  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  their  country,  on  the  broad  basis  of  equal  rights 
to  ibe  whole  people. 

The  Catholics,  on  their  part,  were  rapidly  advancing  in  po- 
litical spirit  and  information.  Every  month,  every  day,  as  the 
revolution  in  France  went  prosperously  forward,  added  to  their 
courage  and  tlieir  force,  and  the  hour  seemed  at  last  arrived, 
when,  after  a  dreary  oppression  of  above  one  hundred  years, 
they  were  once  more  to  appear  on  tiie  political  theatre  of  their 
country.  They  saw  the  brilliant  prospect  of  success,  which 
events  in  France  opened  to  their  view,  and  they  determined  to 
avail  themselves  with  promptitude  of  that  opportunity,  which 
never  returns  to  those  who  omit  it  For  this,  the  active  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Committee  resolved  to  set  on  foot  an  imme- 
diate application  to  Parliament,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
penal  laws.  The  first  difficulty  they  had  to  surmount,  arose 
in  their  own  body ;  their  peers,  their  gentry,  (as  they  affected 
to  call  themselves,)  and  their  prelates,  either  seduced  or  intim- 
idated by  Government,  gave  the  measure  all  possible  opposi- 
tion ;  and,  at  length,  after  a  long  contest,  in  which  both  par- 
ties strained  every  nerve,  and  produced  the  whole  of  their 
strength,  the  question  was  decided  on  a  division  in  the  com- 
■littee,  by  a  majority  of  at  least  six  to  one,  in  favor  of  the 
intended  application.  The  triumph  of  the  young  democracy 
oomplete ;  but,  though  the  aristocracy  were  defeated,  they 
not  yet  entirely  broken  down.  By  the  instigation  of  Go- 
they  had  the  meanness  to  secede  from  the  General 
Vol.  1—7 
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CuminitleD,  to  disavaw  tlteir  nets,  and  cvcii  in  piiblisit  in  tbe 
pntiers,  that  tlicy  diil  not  wish  to  cinbari'Ass  tiic  Gnvcrnmont 
Iiy  iuivancini;  their  claims  of  eiQRncipation.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  such  a  degree  of  political  degradation ;  litit  what  will 
not  the  tyranny  of  an  execrable  system  prmliice  in  time?  Sixty- 
eight  gentlemen,  individually  of  high  spirit,  were  found,  who, 
publicly,  and  in  a  body,  de^ierted  their  party,  and  theip  own 
just  claims,  and  even  sanctioned  this  pitiful  desertion  by  Ute 
autliofity  of  theii'  signatures.  Such  an  effect  had  the  o|>cratioii 
of  the  penal  laws  on  the  minds  nf  the  Catholicit  of  Ireland,  as 
proud  a  race  an  any  in  all  Europe  ! 

But  I  am  in  some  degree  anticipating  matters,  anil,  indeed, 
instead  of  a  tew  memorandums  relating  tu  myself,  1  find  mysdf 
embarking  in  a  kind  of  htsfory  of  my  aatt  times;  letmeretura 
and  condense  as  much  as  I  can.  The  first  attempts  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Cnminittec  failed  totally  ;  endeavoring  to  accommodate 
hU  parties,  they  framed  a  pi^tition  so  humble  that  it  ventured 
to  ask  for  nothing,  and  even  this  petition  they  could  not  find  a 
single  member  of  the  Legislature  to  present ;  of  so  little  con- 
sequence, in  the  year  ]790,  was  tlie  great  mass  of  the  Irish 
people!  Not  disheartened,  however,  by  tliis  defeat,  they  went 
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f  whicli  tJicy  disHpgtravvd ;  and  tliinking  himself  strong 
b  Id  gu  UR  nithout  tlm  osxiHtaiicc  of  t)tc  men  who  intro- 
*  (IikH,  and,  as  long  as  tlieir  duty  would  permit,  siiitported  him, 
n  u  bicli  he  miscnbly  deceived  bimsclf,  ho  ended  his  sliort  and 
turbulent  career  by  brraUng  with  the  General  Committee.  Tlmt 
I  bodr.  linwrviT,  treated  liim  respectfully  to  the  la^t.  and,  on 
his  departure,  tJiey  sent  a.  deputation  to  thank  liim  for  liis  ex- 
ertions,   and  presented  him  with  the  sum  of  two  tliou^tand 
I  guineas. 

ll  was  pretty  much  abnut  this  time  that  my  connexion  witli 
the  Calliulir  body  commenced,  in  tJio  manner  which  I  am 
abuot  to  relate  I  cannot  pretend  (o  itrict  accuracy  as  to  riatcs, 
for  i  write  entirely  from  memory  ;  all  my  papi-rs  being  in 
America. 

Russell  had,  on  his  arrival  to  join  lus  iTgimcnt  at  Belfast, 
Ibvnd  tlui  people  ko  much  to  his  taKte,  and  in  return  had  rcn> 
I  drrcd  him&elf  so  agreeable  to  them,  that  he  was  Npecdily  ad* 
I  milled  into  their  can6dcncc,  and  became  a  member  of  si-vei-al 
I  «r  their  clubH.  This  wait  an  unusual  circumstance,  as  Dritisli 
I  offirers,  it  may  well  be  nupposed,  were  no  great  favorlteti  with 
J  Ibe  Republicans  of  Belfast  The  Catholic  i|Ucstion  was,  at  thiM 
I  period,  beginning  to  attract  Uie  public  notice ;  and  the  Belfast 
I  >nlunleerfl,  on  some  pnblic orctuion,  Iknou  nut  precisely  what, 
I  wkhed  to  come  forwar*!  with  a  declaration  in  its  (aior.  For 
Lthis  jHirpow  Russell,  who,  by  this  time,  was  entii-cly  in  tlieir 
,  wrote  to  me  1(1  draw  op  and  transmit  to  liim  sucli 
nition  aft  [  thought  pnjpcr,  which  I  accordingly  did.  A 
^  of  Uic  corps  waft  held  in  con8M{uence,  but  an  opposition 
dly  arising  to  that  jiart  of  the  declarationN  which 
d  ditwtly  to  the  Catholic  claims,  tliat  passage  was,  for 
I  Ibe  s^e  of  unanimity,  willidrawnforthcprcsent  andtliedeela- 
J  rmtionathen  paused  unanimously.  Russell  wrote  nie  an  account 
I  of  all  this,  and  it  immediately  Bel  ine  on  thinking  more  seriously 
I  than  1  had  yet  ilonc  upon  the  8t«le  of  Ireland.  1  soon  formed 
Ibiv  theory,  and  on  tliat  theory  I  hare  imraryingly  acted  ever 
§lince. 

To  Biibvert  Uie  tyranny  of  o«r  execrable  gorcmment,  to 
I  brcftk  the  connection  witli  Englaml,  tlie  nevrj-'failiog  ftuurcc  of 
L  all  our  politlral  evils,  and  to  aiewrt  tlte  independence  of  my 
ioniBtry — •these  were  ray  objects.  To  nnitc  Ute  whole  people  i>( 
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IrelanH,  to  abolish  the  memorj'  of  nil  past  dissciitions,  And  t 
Hubslittitc  the  common  name  of  Imliman.  in  place  of  the  deno- 
miiifttions  of  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Dissenter — these  were 
my  means.  To  effectuate  thcae  great  objects,  I  reviewed  the 
three  great  sects.  The  Protestants  I  despaired  of  from  the  out- 
set, for  obvious  I'easons.  Already  in  ]H)ssest^iun.  by  an  unjnst 
monQ]M>ly,  of  the  whole  power  and  patronage  of  tite  country,  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  they  would  ever  concur  in  measures, 
tlie  certain  tendency  of  which  must  be  to  lessen  their  influence 
8-4  ft  party,  how  much  soever  the  nation  might  g^n.  To  the 
Catholics  I  thought  it  unnecessary  to  address  myself,  bcraiise^ 
that,  as  no  change  could  make  tlieir  political  situation  worse,  I 
reckoned  upon  their  support  to  a  certainty ;  besides,  they  had 
already  begun  to  manifest  a  strung  sense  of  their  wrongs  and 
oppressions ;  and,  finally,  I  well  knew  that,  however  it  niiglit 
be  disguised  or  su]ipressed,  there  existed  in  the  breast  of  every 
Iristi  Catholic,  an  inextirpable  abhorrence  of  the  Englinh  name 
and  power.  Tliere  remained  only  the  Dissenters,  whom  I  knew 
to  be  patriotic  an<l  enlightened  :  however,  the  recent  events  at 
Belfast  had  shewed  me  tliat  all  prcjuilico  was  not  yet  entirely 
removed  trom  their  minds.  I  sat  down  accordingly,  and  wroto 
a  pamphlet,  addressed  to  the  dissenters,  and  which  I  entitled 
<>An  Argument  on  behalf  of  tlio  Catholics  of  Ireland,"  tlie 
objert  of  which  was  to  convince  them  that  they  and  the  Catho> 
lies  had  hut  one  common  interest,  and  one  common  enemy ;  tlint 
tlir  depression  and  slavery  of  Ireland  was  produced  and  per- 
petuated by  the  divisions  existing  between  them,  and  tliat,  con- 
sequently, tn  assert  the  indejKsndencc  of  their  country,  and 
(heir  own  individual  liberties,  it  was  necessary  to  forget  all 
former  feuds,  to  consnUdatc  tlie  entire  sti-ctigth  of  ttie  whole 
nation,  and  to  form  for  the  future  but  one  people.  These  prin- 
ciples I  supported  by  the  best  arguments  which  suggested 
tliemselvcsto  me,  and  particularly  by  demonstrating  tliat  tlie 
cause  of  the  failure  of  all  former  efforts,  and  more  especially 
of  the  Volunteer  Convention  in  1783,  was  the  unjust  neglect  oF 
tlie  claims  of  tlieir  Catholic  brethren.  This  pamphlet,  which 
ap|>earrdin  September,  1791,  under  the  signature  of  a  Nortbem 
Whig,  bad  a  considerable  degree  of  success.  The  Catholics 
{witk  not  one  of  whom  I  tvas  at  the  tinu  acqtuiinied)  were  plcus- 
od  with  the  efforts  of  a  volunteer  in  tlieir  cause,  and  distributed 
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it  in  all  fiuartrrH.  Tlio  [tropic  of  Bcirost,  of  wlioiti  I  IiaiI  spoken 
with  llic  rexpcct  utitl  iutmir»tioii  I  sincerely  felt  for  llicm,  anil 
to  wliom  I  M-iii>  aho  (icrfectly  unknown,  prinivil  a  vfvy  large 
eilidnn,  v  iiirh  1h«y  dispcrseil  tlirutigli  the  whole  North  uf  It-e- 
laoil,  BDil  I  hnvi?  Ihc  givnl  salisfiu'tion  to  believe  that  many  of 
the  ditfsenter*  wrre  converted  by  my  argiinients.  It  is  like,  va- 
nity to  afcak  of  toy  own  perfomianccii  so  much  ;  and  the  fact  is, 
I  bclievr  that  I  am  somewhat  vain  on  Hint  topic ;  hut,  as  it  was 
the  immrrlinte  caum  of  my  being  made  known  to  the  CattinUc 
body.  I  may  be.  pcrhapn,  excused  tor  dwelling  upon  a  circum* 
stance,  which  I  must  ever  look  on,  for  that  reason,  as  one  of 
tbr  most  roiiunale  of  my  Hie.  Ah  my  pamphlet  Nprcnd  more 
and  noiTt  my  acquaintance  amongst  the  Catholics  extended  ac- 
nodingly.  My  first  friend  in  tlic  body  waa  John  Keogb,  and 
Ihmugh  him  I  beirame  luijuiunted  witli  all  tiic  leaders,  an  Uicli- 
anl  McComiirk,  John  Sweetman,  Kilwan)  Byrne,  Thomas 
Bnuigltall,  in  shorl,  tlie  whole  Rub-committee,  and  most  of  the 
mire  members  of  tlic  Ucncral  Committee.  It  waa  a  kind  of 
fasJikin  Ihts  winter  ( 1  '9 1  ]  among  Uic  CatlioUcs  to  give  ttplcndid 
dtimt-n  to  their  iMilitiral  friends,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  and 
I  Waa  always  a  guetit.  of  course.  1  wan  invited  to  a  grand  din- 
ner, given  lo  Uicliani  Rnrke,  on  liis  leaving  Dublin,  togelhvr 
will)  WilDiun  Ti>dd  ioues,  who  had  diMtlngiiished  liiiiutelf  by  a 
iHHt  rxrcllentpamjtliiet  in  favor  of  the  Catholic  canse,  as  wellaa 
to  several  entertainments,  given  by  duba  and  associatiooH :  in 
riiorl  1  began  lo  grow  into  Eomvtiiing  like  reputation,  and  my . 
cnmpany  waft,  in  a  manner,  a  re({ui8ite  at  all  the  eutt^rtain- 
awntHoftliat  winter. 

But  tbii  WBii  not  alL  The  rolanteers  of  Belfast,  of  tlie  flnt 
orgrecnrtinipany,  were  pleaKed,  inconiioquencv  of  my  pampli- 
Irt.  lu  elect  nie  an  hnnorary  member  of  tbeir  eorpR,  a  favor 
whidi  they  were  very  delicate  in  bestowing,  as  1  believe  I  wai 
tIkC  only  penKHt,  except  the  grval  Ili-nry  Flood,  wltn  was  ever 
fcoimnd  with  Uiat  iiiDrIc  (»f  titeir  a|ipi-obation.  I  was  also  invit- 
ed to  (tpcnd  a  few  days  in  Belfast,  in  order  lo  assist  in  framing 
the  fimi  dub  of  Unilnl  Iriishmru,  and  lu  cultivate  a  pej-«ional 
aeqnaintanre  wlHi  iho«<e  men  Mliotn,  thotigit  I  highly  eatevmnl, 
I  knew  as  yet  but  by  rc)Hitati«n.  In  i-A)tw(|iienre,  about  llie 
beginning  of  Ortobrr,  1  went  down  witlt  my  friend  ituHMell. 
who  had,  by  this  time,  i|uit  the  army,  nud  wit*  in  llnblin,  oB 
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liis  privafc  affairs.  The  iiiridcnts  of  that  journey,  wh 
by  far  the  moat  agreeable  anil  interesting  one  I  had  ever  made* 
I  recorded  in  a  kind  of  diary,  a  practice  which  1  tiien  com- 
menced, and  have  ever  sinre,  from  time  to  time,  continued,  ait 
rirctims lances  ot  sufficient  imjmrtancc  occurred.  To  that  diary 
I  refer.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  say,  tiiat  my  reception  was  of 
the  most  flattering  kind,  and  that  I  found  the  men  of  the  most 
itiatinguished  public  virtue  in  the|nation  the  most  estimable  in  all 
the  domestic  relations  of  life  :  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  render 
myself  agreeable  to  them,  and  a  friendship  was  then  formed 
between  us  which  I  think  it  will  not  be  easy  to  shake.  It  is  a 
kind  of  injustice  to  name  individuals,  yet  1  cannot  refuse  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  observing  how  peculiarly  fortunate  I  esteem 
myself  in  having  formed  connexions  with  Samuel  Neilson,  Ro- 
bert Simms,  William  Simms,  William  Sinclair,  Thomas  Mc 
Cabc  :  I  may  as  well  stop  here ;  for,  in  enumerating  my  mo* 
particular  friends,  I  find  I  am,  in  fact,  making  outalistoftho 
men  of  Belfast  most  distinguished  for  their  vii-tue,  talent,  and 
patriotism.  To  proceed.  We  formed  our  club,  of  which  I  wrote 
tlic  declaration,  and  certainly  the  formation  uf  that  club  com- 
menced a  new  epoch  in  the  politics  of  Ireland.  At  length,  after 
a  stay  of  about  tliree  weeks,  which  I  look  hack  upon  as  per- 
haps the  pleasantest  in  my  life,  Russell  and  1  returned  to  Dub- 
lin, with  instructions  to  cultivate  the  leaders  in  the  popular  in- 
teivst,  being  Protestants,  and,  if  possible,  to  form,  in  the  capi- 
tal, a  club  of  United  Irishmen.  Neither  Russell  nor  myself 
were  known  to  one  of  those  leaders  ;  however,  we  soon  contriv- 
ed to  get  acquainted  with  James  Nappcr  Tandy,  who  was  tbe 
principal  of  them,  and,  thi-ough  him,  with  several  others,  so 
that,  in  a  little  time,  we  succeeded,  and  a  club  was  accordingly 
formed,  of  which  the  Honorable  Simon  Butler  was  the  first 
chairman,  and  Tandy  tlie  Arst  secretary,  'llie  club  adopted 
the  declaration  of  their  brethren  of  Belfast,  with  whom  they 
.  immediately  ojwned  a  correspondence.  It  is  but  justice  to  an 
honest  man  who  has  been  persecuted  for  bis  firm  adherence  to 
his  principles,  to  observe  here,  that  Tandy,  in  coming  forward 
on  tills  occasion,  well  knew  that  he  was  putting  to  the  most  ex- 
treme hazard  his  popularity  among  the  corporations  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  with  whom  he  had  enjoyed  Uie  most  unbuunded  influ^ 
eiice  for  near  tw  enly  years ;  and,  in  fact,  iu  thccvcnt,  bis  popular- 
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i^WM  sacrificed.  That  iliU  not  prevent,  however,  Ms  taking  liis 
fut  decidedly  :  lie  Uad  the  firmness  to  forego  the  gratilicalirjn 
of  hiti  private  rccliRgti  for  the  good  of  his  country.  Tbe  li-iith 
b,  Tandy  was  a  very  Bincci-c  rrptihlicun,  and  it  did  not  re- 
quim  much  argument  to  show  him  tlie  impossihiltty  of  attain- 
ing a  Hci)ulilic  by  any  meatiN  short  of  the  united  giowcrs  of  the 
whole  people :  he  tliercforc  renounced  the  lesser  object  for  tlic 
grraler,  and  gave  up  the  certain  influence  which  lie  ]ias30»t8cd 
(and  had  well  earned;  in  tlie  city,  for  tlio  contingency  of  tliat 
inflnence  which  he  might  liave  (and  well  deserves  to  have)  in 
thenation.  For  my  own  part,  I  lliink  it  righttotnention,  tliat, 
at  this  time,  the  cslabliHhmcnt  of  a  Republic  waa  not  tlie  im> 
nediate  object  of  my  speculations.  My  object  was  to  sccuns 
tbc  independence  of  my  ooiintry  under  any  foi-in  of  government, 
tu  which  1  was  led  by  a  hatred  of  England,  so  deejily  rooted  in 
my  nature,  that  it  was  j-ather  an  instinct  than  a  principle.  I 
left  to  others,  better  qualilicd  for  Ihc  inquiry,  tlic  investigation 
ud  mrriU  of  the  diRrrent  forms  of  govcruninnt,  and  I  content- 
ed myself  with  laboring  on  my  own  system,  which  was  luckily 
in  perfect  coincidence  as  to  ii<i  operation  witli  tliat  of  tliose  men 
who  viewed  the  question  on  a  broader  and  juster  acale  than  I 
did  at  the  time  1  mention.  Buttitretum.  The  club  wasscarcely 
bnurd  before  I  lost  all  pretensions  tu  any  Uiing  like  tnSucnce 
Ik  their  ineus(ire«,  a  circumstance  which  at  llrst  mortified  me 
not  a  little,  and  perhaps,  had  I  retained  more  weight  in  Iheir 
coaociU.1  mighlhavc  prevented,  as  on  some  occasions  I  labored 
uiHUcceKsfully  to  prevent,  tlieir  running  into  indiscretions, 
which  gave  their  enemies  but  too  great  advantages  over  tlieni. 
It  Ifl  easy  to  he  wis«  after  the  evenL  Su  it  was,  howover,  that 
1  won  Hunk  into  obscurity  in  tbe  club,  which,  however,  I  had 
the  aatiafaction  to  see  daily  ii>creasing  in  numbcra  and  conse- 
quence, the  Catholics,  particularly,  (locked  in  in  crowds,  aa 
wdl  aa  Mne  of  tbe  Protectant  members  of  cnr[K>ratioiis  most 
durtingaiihtil  fw  their  liberulit}  and  jiuhlic  spirit  nn  former  oc- 
casions :  and.  indeed.  I  must  do  Uie  society  tbe  justice  to  say, 
that  I  believe  tlterc  never  existed  a  political  body  which  In- 
cluded amnngxt  its  membrrH  a  greater  portion  of  sincere  un- 
currtipted  patrioUam,  Kt  well  at  a  very  re»|i«-tablc  proportion 
tftalentB.  Their  publications,  mostly  writlcn  by  Ur.  Dren- 
nan,  and  mnny  of  ihem  admirably  well  d<»ne,  began  to  draw  tlie 
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public  aKFiiUoHt  cspprially  mt  tbfy  were  evJdtMitly  the  prniluc- 
tionora  society  utterly  diHclaimingall  purly  vicu mop  motives, 
Slid  acting  on  a  broail  original  scnlc,  not  sparing  tlioso  who 
called  tlivnisclves  patriots  mure  Iban  those  who  worv  tlic  ha- 
bitual slaves  of  tlic  Gnvertiment :  a  system  in  which  I  heartily 
concurred,  faaviug  loug  cnlvrtaini'd  a  mure  serious  cmU'inpt 
for  what  is  called  t^tpotitioH  than  for  the  comniim  prosUtiite!i  of 
the  trcjisiiry  bench,  who  want  at  least  Uie  vice  of  hypocrisy. 
At  length  the  Solicitor  General,  in  s|ieaking  of  the  Kocivty, 
having  made  use  of  expressloiit  in  lliu  Honso  of  Commons  tx- 
trenitiy  offensive,  an  explanation  was  demanded  of  him  by  Si- 
mon Butler,  chairman,  and  Tandy,  twcretary.  Butler  was  sa- 
tisfied— I'atiily  was  not :  and,  after  Heveral  me^ages,  which  it 
is  not  my  affair  to  detail,  the  Solicitor  General  at  length  com- 
plained to  the  lIouBc  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  Tandy  was 
ordered,  in  the  first  instance,  into  cusltxly,  Uc  was  in  consc- 
qncncG  arrested  by  a  messenger,  from  whom  he  found  means  to 
Diake  his  escape,  and  immediately  a  proclamation  was  issued* 
offering  a  reward  for  taking  him.  The  society  now  was  in  a 
difficult  situation,  and  1  thought  myself  called  upon  to  make  an 
effort,  at  all  hazanls  to  mvself,  to  prevent  its  falling  by  any 
impropertimidity  in  the  public  opinion.    We  were  in  fact  com- 
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cations  as  circumstaiices  might  render  necessary.  Rowan  in- 
stantly agreed,  and,  accordingly,  on  the  next  night  of  meeting, 
he  was  cliosen  chairman,  and  I  pro-secretaryt  in  the  absence  of 
Tandy ;  and  the  society  having  agreed  to  the  resolutions  pro- 
posed, which  were  worded  in  a  manner  very  offensive  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and,  in  fact,  amounted  to  a 
challenge  of  their  authority,  we  inserted  them  in  all  the  news- 
papers, and  printed  5,000  copies,  with  our  names  affixed. 

The  least  that  Rowan  and  I  expected  in  consequence  of  t!iis 
step,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  was,  I  must  say,  rather 
a  bold  one,  was  to  be  committed  to  Newgate  for  a  breach  of 
privilege,  and  perhaps  exposed  to  personal  discussions  with 
some  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  for  he  pro- 
posed, and  I  agreed,  that,  if  any  disrespectful  language  was 
applied  to  either  of  us  in  any  debate  which  might  arise  on  the 
business,  we  would  attack  the  person,  whoever  he  might  be, 
immediately,  and  oblige  him  either  to  recant  his  words  or  give 
battle.  All  our  determination,  however,  came  to  nothing.  The 
House  of  Commons,  either  content  with  their  victory  over 
Tandy,  who  was  obliged  to  conceal  himself  for  some  time,  or 
not  thinking  Rowan  and  myself  objects  sufficiently  important  to 
attract  their  notice,  or  perhaps,  which  I  rather  believed,  not 
wishing  just  tlien  to  embroil  tiiemselves  with  a  man  of  Rowan's 
irroness  and  courage,  not  to  speakof  bis  great  and  justly  mer- 
ited popularity,  took  no  notice  whatsoever  of  our  resolutions, 
and,  in  this  manner,  he  and  I  had  the  good  fortune,  and,  I  may 
say,  the  merit,  to  rescue  the  society  from  a  situation  of  consi- 
derable difficulty  without  any  actual  suffering,  though  certainly 
with  some  personal  hazard  on  our  part  We  had  likewise  the 
satisfaction  to  see  the  society,  instead  of  losing  ground,  rise  ra- 
pidly in  the  public  opinion  by  their  firmness  on  the  occasion. 
Shortly  after,  on  tlie  last  day  of  the  sessions,  Tandy  appeared 
in  public,  and  was  taken  into  custody,  the  whole  society  attend- 
ing him  in  a  body  to  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was  ordered 
by  the  Speaker  to  be  committed  to  Newgate,  whither  he  was 
convej'ed,  the  society  attending  him  as  before,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment being  prorogued  in  half  an  hour  after,  he  was  libe- 
rated immediately,  and  escorted  in  triumph  to  his  own  house. 
On  this  occasion  Rowan  and  I  attended  of  course,  and  were  in 
the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons.  As  we  were  not  sure 
Vol.  I — 8 
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but  we  might  be  attackcil  ourselves,  we  tonk  pniits  to  place 
ours4^1ve!4  m  a  conspiriwus  situation,  and  tn  wear  ourwbig  clnb 
uiiiroi-ms,  wliicb  were  rather  gauily,  in  onlrr  to  signify  to  lU 
wboin  it  luight  runcrrn,  tliat  there  we  were.  A  gooti  man}'  of 
the  members,  wc  obscrveil,  remarket!  as,  but  no  further  notice 
was  taken:  uur  names  were  never  mentioned ;  the  whole  bu§i- 
nena  passed  over  quietly,  and  I  resigned  my  pro-secretaryHitip^ 
being  the  only  office  I  ever  held  in  tlic  society,  into  the  hands 
of  Tandy,  who  resumed  his  functions.  This  was  in  Spring 
1792:  I  should  obsen-c,  that  the  day  after  tlie  publication 
abovementioned,  ulicn  I  attended  near  the  House  of  Commons 
in  e\|iectatien  of  being  called  before  tliem  to  answer  for  what  I 
had  done,  and  had  mgucstcd  my  friend.  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons, 
to  give  me  notice,  in  order  that  I  might  ju-esent  myself,  the 
bouse  took  fire  by  accident,  and  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  Society  of  United  Irishnieii  beginning  to  attract  tlie 
public  notice  considerably,  in  consequence  of  tlie  events  u  bicii 
I  have  mentioned,  and  if  being  pretty  generally  known  tliat  I 
was  principally  instrumental  in  its  fomiattan,  I  was  one  day 
surprized  by  a  visit  from  tlic  barrister,  who  had  about  two 
years  before  spoken  to  mc  on  the  part  of  the  whig  leaders,  a 
business  of  which  I  had  long  since  discharged  my  memory. 
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relKtion,  not  thought  me  woKb  ctiltiva.ting,  (hut  was  no  fault 
oTintne.  I  uhttervcd,  also,  that  Mr.  George  ronaonb}',  »h()iii 
I  luokcd  iijnn  as  (iriDripal  in  tlic  business,  had  never  siMikcn 
(o  DIP  iibove  ft  dozen  tiiiira  in  luj-  iifci  untl  then  mcirly  on  urdi- 
imry  toiuoi;  llutt  I  wan  tvii  {iroud  to  btt  trciibHl  in  tliat  man* 
ner,  and,  if)  was  su|ipn{icdrapable  to  rendci- service  tothepar- 
ty.  It  would  only  be  b;  confiding  in.  anil  comniunicating  with 
ne,  tliftt  I  conlil  be  rcallj'  scrviri^ablc,  and  on  that  footing  only 
would  I  cuitwiit  to  bu  trentiMl ;  tliat  prubably  Mr.  roiisonby 
would  think  that  ralltcr  a  \utty  declaration,  hut  it  was  my  dc> 
trnnination,  the  more  aa  1  knew  be  wa»  rather  a  proud  man. 
Finally)  I  obtiTrved,  he  had  my  permission  to  n-poi-t  all  tlii>i, 
and  that  I  looked  rai  myselfaH  under  no  tie  uf  obllgntinn  what* 
Mtcver ;  that  I  had  written  a  pamphlet,  unsolicited,  in  favor  uf 
ibe  |>aHy:  that  1  had  consequently  been  employed  in  a  husi- 
ncflji.  profosstonally,  which  pnuluced  me  eighty  guineas;  thai 
1  looked  on  myself  as  sufficiently  rewarded,  but  I  tilno  consider- 
ert  tlu-  monry  as  fully  eametl ;  that  I  had  at  present  taken  my 
par^ ;  tJtat  my  principles  were  know  n,  and  1  was  not  at  all 
to  retract  lliem :  what  I  had  done  1  had  iloitCi  and  1 
lined  to  abide  by  iU  My  friend  then  said  he  was 
me  m  obsTlnitte  in  what  he  must  conmider  an  tndis- 
uf  conduct,  and  protesting  that  his  priiici]>al  object 
una  to  derve  nie,  in  which  ]  believed  him,  he  took  liis  leave, 
and  this  put  an  end  n>mpletcly  to  the  ideauf  a  connexion  with 
the  whigs.  I  Npoke  ratlier  haughtily  in  thi^  affair,  because  I  whk 
Mioew  lint  provoked  attlie  inHinuatiflnofduplicity,  and,  bedsides, 
I  wis)ied  to  Iiavc  a  blow  at  Mr.  (Jeorge  ronsonhy,  who  seemed 
dettirouH  to  retain  mc  as  a  kind  of  pamphleteer  in  his  .service,  at 
llic  ftamc  time  that  h<'  indnstrioasly  avoided  any  thing  like  com- 
munication with  n>c,  a  situation  to  which  I  wu*  neither  so  weak 
nor  so  mean  as  to  suffer  myself  to  be  reduced ;  ami  as  1  well 
knew  be  was  one  of  tJic  proudest  men  in  Ireland,  I  look  care 
to  s|M>ak  on  a  fooling  of  Ibe  most  imlependent  oiualily.  After 
tliiM  discussion.  I  for  the  second  time  disiuisHed  all  idea  of  I'oii- 
Booby  and  the  whigs.  but  I  had  good  reason,  a  long  time  after, 
(a  bdievE  tliat  he  bad  not  ho  readily  forgotten  Uie  busincftit  an 
I  did,  and  itidoed  bo  was  vrry  neai-  having  bis  full  revenge  nf 
Be,  as  I  aluUl  iiMititioD  in  its  plarc. 
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I  have  alrpady  observed  Uiat  ttic  fimt  attempts  or  the  Cai 
lie  Committi'c,  after  the  scccMiunortlieir  aristocrac)',  were  to- 
tally iiiif^uccesBfut.   Ill  1790,  the>-  muld  nnt  even  find  a  rnvm- 
ber  of  Parliament  who  wuuld  condescend  to  present  their  peti- 
tion.  In  1791,  Kichan)  Burke,  their  then  agent,  bail  pi 
nn  tlicir  behalf,  a  very  well  written  philippic,  but  which 
tainly  was  no  petition,  ^\hich,  after  rontiiderablc  difficultii 
rcsultidg  in  a  great  degree  from  his  want  uf  temper  and  dts> 
Cretiim,  after   being  ofTtred  to,   anil   accepted   by,   different 
members,  was  at  length  finally  refused,  a  circumstance  «hicbt 
by  disgusting  him  extremely  with  all  parties,  1  believe  de- 
termined   him  to    quit   Ireland.     After   bia  departure,  aiu)> 
tlier  petition  was  pivpared  and  presented  by  *  •  •,  but  no 
anfortunate  paper  was  ever  so  maltreated.    The  committee 
in  general,   and  ita  more  active  and  ostenNiblc  members  i 
particular,  were  vilified  anil  abused  in  tlie  grossest  manner, 
they  were  called  a  rabble  of  ubscui'e  porter-drinking  mecl 
nics,  witliout  property,  pretensions,  or  influence,  who  met 
holes  and  comers,  and  fancied  tliemselvcs  the  representatii 
of  the  Catholic  body,  who  disavowed  and  despised  them  ;  the 
inile])cndence  and  respectability  of  the  sixty-eigiit  renegadoes 
who  had  set  Ibeir  hands  so  infamously  to  their  act  of  apostacy* 
were  extolled  to  the  skies,  while  the  lowest  and  most  clumsy 
jiersonalities  were  lieai^ed  upon  the  leaders  of  the  committee-, 
particularly  Edward  Byrne  and  John  Keogh,  who  had  the  h( 
nor  to  be  selected  from  their  bretliren,  and  exposed  as  butts 
the  small  wit  of  the  prostitutes  of  the  Rovernment,   Finally) 
petition  of  the  Catholics,  tliree  millions  of  j>cople,  was,  fay 
cial  motion  of  David  Latoucbe,  taken  ofT  the  table  of  the  Hoi 
of  Commons,  where  it  had  been  suffered  to  lie  for  three  da; 
and  rejected.   Never  was  an  address  to  a  legislative  body  mi 
unpitifully  used.   The  people  of  Belfast,  rapidly  advancing 
the  career  of  wisdom  and  liber'ality.  had  presented  a  petitJi 
in  behalf  of  tlie  Catholics  much  more  pointed  than  that 
they  presented  for  themseiveA,  for  tlieir  petition  wasextremi 
guarded,  asking  only  the  right  of  elective  franchise,  and  eqi 
admission  to  grand  juries,  whereas  that  of  Belfast  prayed 
their  entire  admission  to  all  the  rights  of  citizens.   This  peti- 
tion  was,  also,  on  motion  of  tlie  same  member,  taken  off  the  ta- 
ble and  rejected,  and  the  tw  o  papers  sent  forth  together  to  Wi 
der  as  they  might. 
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There  seems,  from  tliis  time  out,  a  special  providence  to 
btve  watched  over  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  to  have  turned 
to  her  profit  and  advantage  the  deepest  laid  and  most  artful 
schemes  of  her  enemies.  Every  measure  adopted,  and  skil- 
fully adopted,  to  thwart  the  expectations  of  the  Catholics,  and 
to  crush  tlie  rising  spirit  of  union  between  them  and  the  dissent- 
ers, has,  without  exception,  only  tended  to  confirm  and  forti- 
fy botli,  and  the  fact  I  am  about  to  mention,  for  one,  is  a  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  truth  of  tliis  assertion.  The  principal  charge 
in  the  general  outcry  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
the  General  Committee  was,  that  they  were  a  self-appointed 
body,  not  nominateil  by  the  Catholics  of  the  nation,  and,  con- 
sequently, not  authorised  to  speak  on  their  behalf.  This  argu- 
menti  which,  in  fact,  was  the  truth,  was  triumphantly  dwelt 
opon  by  the  enemies  of  the  Catholics ;  but,  in  the  end,  it  would 
have  perhaps  been  more  fortunate  for  their  wishes,  if  they  had 
not  laid  such  a  stress  upon  this  circumstance,  and  drawn  the 
line  of  separation  so  strongly  between  the  Greneral  Committee 
and  the  body  at  large.  For  the  Catholics  throughout  Irclandf 
who  had  hitherto  been  indolent  spectators  of  the  business,  see- 
ing their  brethren  of  Dublin,  and  especially  tlie  General  Com- 
mittee, insulted  and  abused  for  their  exertions  in  pursuit  of 
that  liberty  which,  if  attained,  must  be  a  common  blessing  to 
all,  came  forward  as  one  man  from  every  quarter  of  the  nation, 
with  addresses  and  rrsolutions,  adopting  the  measures  of  the 
General  Committee  as  their  own,  declaring  that  body  the  only 
organ  competent  to  speak  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
condemning,  in  terms  of  the  most  marked  disapprobation  and 
contempt,  tlie  conduct  of  the  sixty-eight  apostates,  who  were  so 
triumphantly  held  up  by  tlie  hirelings  of  government,  as  the  re- 
spectable part  of  the  Catholic  community.  The  question  was  now 
fairly  decided.  The  aristocracy  shrunk  back  in  disgrace  and 
obscurity,  leaving  the  field  open  to  the  democracy,  and  that 
kody  neither  wanted  talents  nor  spirit  to  profitof  the  advanta- 
ges of  their  present  situation. 

The  Catholics  of  Dublin  were,  at  this  period,  to  the  Catho- 
lics nf  Ireland,  what  Paris,  at  the  commencement  of  the  French 
fefolotion,  was  to  the  Departments.  Their  sentiment  was  that 
•f  the  nation,  and  whatever  political  measure  they  adopted 
Bare  to  be  obeyed.   Still,  however,  tliere  was  wanting  a 
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liei-sonal  commuDication  between  llie  general  committee  and 
tltciv  cnii'itituents  in  tbc  country,  and,  as  the  Catholic  question 
had  nan  gniwn  to  considerable  magnitude,  so  much  indeed  as 
to  absorb  nil  other  political  discURsiun,  it  became  thelirstcaro 
of  the  leaders  of  the  committee  to  frame  a  plan  of  organizalion 
for  tli'.tt  jtiirpose.  it  is  to  the  sagacity  of  Myles  fCeon,  of  Keoa- 
brook,  aiimlij  Ltitrim,  that  his  country  is  indebted  for  tiic  sys- 
tem on  Mliicli  the  Licneral  Committee  was  to  be  framed  anew, 
in  a  manrnT  that  shonld  render  it  impossible  to  bring  it  again 
in  doiibl  w  betlier  that  body  were  or  not  tlie  organ  of  the  Ca- 
tbolir  uill.  His  plan  was  to  asttociatc  to  the  committee,  as  then 
constituted,  two  members  from  each  county  and  great  city, 
acliial  resident?'  of  the  place  which  they  represented,  who  were, 
however,  only  to  be  summoned  upon  extraordinary  occasions^ 
l<'H\ii>g  the  common  routine  of  business  to  the  original  mem- 
bcr?!.  who.  as  I  h»vc  already  relaUd.  were  all  rejiidenla  of 
Dublin.  The  committee,  as  thus  constituted,  would  consist  of 
hair  town,  and  half  country  members  ;  and  the  elections  for 
llic  latter  he  projiosed  shoulil  be  held  by  means  of  primaiy  and 
electoral  assemblies,  held,  the  first  in  each  parish,  the  second 
ill  each  county  and  great  town,  lie  likewise  proposctl,  that 
the  town  members  should  he  held  to  correspond  regularly  witli 
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continaance  in  the  service  of  the  committee.  This  proposal 
was  adopted  unanimously.  John  Reogh  and  John  Sweetman 
were  ordered  to  wait  on  me,  with  the  proposal  in  writing,  to 
which  I  acceded  immediately  by  a  respectful  answer,  and  I 
was  that  very  day  introduced  in  form  to  the  sub-committee, 
and  entered  upon  the  functions  of  my  new  office. 

I  was  now  placed  in  a  very  honorable,  but  a  very  arduous 
situation.  The  committee  having  taken  so  decided  a  step  as 
to  propose  a  general  election  of  members  to  represent  the 
Catholic  body  throughout  Ireland,  was  well  aware  that  they 
would  be  exposed  to  attacks  of  all  possible  kinds,  and  they 
were  not  disappointed  ;  they  were  prepared,  however,  to  repel 
them,  and  the  literary  part  of  the  warfare  fell,  of  course,  to 
my  share.  In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  my  predecessor,  Rich« 
ard  Burke,  I  saw  that  the  rock  on  which  he  split  was  an  over- 
weening opinion  of  his  own  talents  and  judgment,  and  a  de- 
sire, which  he  had  not  art  enough  to  conceal,  of  guiding,  at 
his  pleasure,  the  measures  of  Uie  committee.  I,  therefore, 
determined  to  model  my  conduct  with  the  greatest  caution  in 
that  respect ;  I  seldom  or  never  oflTered  my  opinion  unless  it 
was  called  for  in  the  sub-committee,  but  contented  myself  with 
giving  my  sentiments,  without  reserve,  in  private,  to  the  two 
men  I  most  esteemed,  and  who  had,  in  their  respective  capaci- 
ties, the  greatest  influence  on  tliat  body — I  mean  John  Keogh 
and  Richard  McCormick,  Secretary  to  the  General  Commit- 
tee. My  discretion  in  this  respect  was  not  unobserved,  and 
I  very  soon  acquired,  and  I  may  say,  without  vanity,  I  de- 
served tlie  entire  confidence  and  good  opinion  of  the  Catholics. 
The  fiact  is,  I  was  devoted  most  sincerely  to  their  cause,  and 
being  now  retained  in  their  service,  I  would  have  sacrificed 
every  thing  to  ensure  their  success,  and  they  knew  it  I  am 
satisfied  they  looked  upon  me  as  a  faithful  and  zealous  advo- 
cate, neither  to  be  intimidated  nor  corrupted,  and  in  that  re- 
spect they  rendered  me  but  justice.  My  circumstances  were,  at 
the  time  of  my  appointment,  extremely  embarrassed,  and,  of 
course,  the  salary  annexed  to  my  office  was  a  considerable  ob- 
ject with  me.  But  though  I  had  now  an  increasing  family  to- 
tally unprovided  for,  I  can  safely  say  that  I  would  not  have 
deserted  my  duty  to  the  Catholics  for  the  whole  patronage  of 
the  Government  if  it  were  consolidated  into  one  office,  and  of- 
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fcrcd  mc  as  Ibe  rcwKrd.  In  tbcse  scntiineiittj  I  waa  enrouraged 
and  confirmed  by  the  incompiirable  spirit  of  my  wife,  to  whuae 
patient  sutToririg  under  adversity,  fnrwe  had  often  been  reduc* 
ed,  and  were  now  well  accustomed  to  diflictilties,  1  know  not 
how  to  render  justice.  Women  in  general,  I  am  soriy  to  say 
it,  arc  mercenary,  and  esiiecially  if  tliey  have  childi-cn,  they 
arc  iTady  to  make  all  sacrifices  to  their  establishment.  But 
my  deai-cst  love  bad  bolder  and  juster  views.  On  evei-y  ncca- 
Hionofmylife  1  consulted  her ;  wc  had  no  secrets,  one  from 
the  other,  and  I  unvaryingly  found  her  think  and  act  with 
energy  and  courage,  combined  with  tlie greatest  prudence  and 
dit^cretion.  If  ever  1  succeed  in  life,  or  arrive  at  any  thing 
like  station  or  eminence,  I  shall  consider  it  as  ductoliercoun- 
sel^i  and  her  example.  But  to  return.  Another  rule  which  I 
adopted  for  my  conduct  was  in  all  the  ])a]K'rs  I  had  occasion 
to  write,  to  remember  I  was  nut  speaking  for  myself,  but  for 
tlic  Catb<dic  body,  and  consequently  to  be  never  wedded  to  my 
own  comjmsitians,  hut  to  rcreive  the  objectionH  of  every  one 
with  refijiect,  and  to  change  without  reluctance  whatever  the 
committee  thought  fit  to  alter,  even  in  cases  where  perhaps  my 
own  Judgment  was  otiierw  ise.  And  trilling  an  this  circumstance 
may  sceiii,  I  am  sure  if  recommeiided  me  considerably  to  tbo 
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they  receiTed  my  efforts,  were  ever,  for  a  single  momeiitt  sus- 
pendeil* 

Almost  the  first  business  I  had  to  transact  was  to  conduct  a 
correspondence  with  Richard  Burke,  who  was  very  desirous  to 
return  to  Ireland  once  more,  and  to  resume  his  former  station^ 
which  the  committee  were  determined  he  shouhl  not  do.  It  was 
a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  refuse  without  offending  him,  and 
I  mast  say  he  pressed  us  rather  forcibly ;  however,  we  parried 
him  with  as  much  address  as  we  could,  and,  after  two  or  tiu-ee 
long  letters,  to  which  the  answers  were  very  concise  and  civil, 
be  found  the  business  was  desperate^  and  gave  it  up  accordingly. 

This  (1792)  was  a  memorable  year  in  Ireland.  The  publi- 
eation  of  the  plan  for  the  new  organizing  of  the  General  Com** 
mittee  gave  an  instant  alarm  to  all  the  supporters  of  the  Bri- 
tifih  Government,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  tiie  elec- 
tion of  the  country  members ;  for  it  was  sufficiei)tly  evident  tbat, 
if  the  representatives  of  three  millions  of  oppressed  people  were 
once  suffered  to  meet,  it  would  not  afterwards  be  safe,  or  indeed 
possible,  to  refuse  their  just  demands.   Accx)rdingly,  at  the  en- 
suing assizes,  the  grand  juries,  universally,  throughout  Ireland, 
published  the  most  furious,  I  may  say  frantic,  resolutions,  against 
the  plan  and  its  autliors,  whom  tliey  charged  with  little  short 
of  high  treason.  Government,  likewise,  w^as  too  successful  in 
gaining  over  the  (>atholic  Clergy,  particularly  the  Bishops, 
who  gave  the  measure  at  first  very  serious  opposition.   The 
committee,  however,  was  not  daunted ;  and,  satisfied  of  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  and  of  their  own  courage,  they  labored, 
and  with  success,  to  inspire  the  same  spirit  in  the  breasts  of 
their  brethren  throughout  the  nation.    For  this  purpose,  their 
first  step  was  an  admirable  one.   By  their  order,  I  drew  up  a 
state  of  the  case,  with  the  plan  for  the  organization  of  the  com- 
mittee annexed,  which  was  laid  befoi*e  Simon  Butler  and  Beres- 
ford  Burton,  two  lawyers  of  great  eminence,  and.  what  was  of 
consequence  here,  King^s  counsel,  to  know  whether  the  commit- 
tee hail  in  any  respe<;t  contravened  the  law  of  the  land,  or  whe- 
ther, by  carrying  the  propased  plan  into  execution,  the  ])ai*ties 
ooncemed  would  subject  themselves  to  pain  or  penalty.  The  an- 
■wers  of  both  the  lawyers  were  completely  in  our  favor,  and  we 
iiMtantly  printed  them  in  the  papers,  and  dispersed  tlicm  in 
handbills,  letters,  and  all  possible  shapes.  Thisbl(»w  wasdeci- 
Vol.  1—9 
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^^H           flive  as  (o  tlie  legality  or  the  measure.    For  tho  Bishops,  whoss 
^^H           opposition  gave  tin  great  tivuble,  four  or  five  dilTcrcnt  misaions 
^^H           were  iiiider taken  by  different  membei-s  of  the  sub  .committee, 
^^H            into  tlic  provinces,  at  Uieir  own  expense,  in  order  to  hold  con- 
^^H           fereiicTK  wiih  them,  in  which,  with  miich  difficulty,  tliey  suc- 

^^H           tnilily  of  the  rest  of  the  Prelates.    On  tliese  missions  tho  most 
^^H           active  members  were  John  Keogh  aitd  Thomtis  Braughall, 
^^H           neither  of  whom  spared  purse  nor  person  where  the  interests  of 
^^H           the  Catholic  body  were  concerned.   I  accompanied  Mr.  Ilraug- 
^^H            hall  in  his  visit  to  Connaught,  where  lie  went  to  meet  the  gen- 
^^^H           try  of  that  province  at  the  great  fair  of  Baltinasloc.  As  it  wai 
^^H            late  ill  till)  evening  when  we  left  town,  the  ])ostillion  who  drovB 
^^H            IIS.  having  given  warning,  I  am  satisfied,  to  some  footpads,  th« 
^^H            carriage  w  as  stopped  by  four  or  five  fellows  at  the  gate  of  the 
^^H            I'hcenix  Park.  We  had  two  cases  of  pistols  in  tho  cai-riage,  and 
^^H           Tve  agreed  not  to  he  robbed.   BrauglLall,  who  was  at  this  time 
^^H            about  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and  laiiie  from  a  fall  off  his  horse 
^^H            some  years  before,  was  as  cool  and  intrepid  as  man  could  be.  He 
^^H           took  the  command,  and  by  Lis  orders  I  let  down  all  the  glasses, 
^^H            and  railed  out  to  the  fellows  to  come  on,  if  Ujey  w  ere  so  inclined, 
^^^1            for  that  wo  were  ready  ;Branghall  desiring  meat  the  same  time 
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M  Ixfpu)  to  look  about  uh,  and  Nwiiig  nobwljr  ilrop  nilh  all  this 
fnrinua  canooaadc,  wc  timk  couragi-  nnd  deU<riiiinvd  to  feturii 
(be  fire-  In  ronwitictict^  wherever  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
frotrstsnl  ascenilrncy,  wlii':li  was  Uic  title  as>iu[ncd  hy  that 
|iartv,  (and  a  very  iinptidetit  oiwi  it  was,)  we  took  capc  it  hIiouM 
be  followrd  by  a  merting  of  tlic  CatholicH,  wlio  8{K)ko  us  loud, 
and  loudrr  Uian  thrir  advrrHuricM,  and.  aa  wc  had  tho  right 
dtaHj  on  oor  ude,  ve  found  no  givat  dimcullj'  in  silencing  the 
ttirmy  on  ttiis  quarter.  Tiio  Uatliolics  likewiiw  took  care,  at 
tW  Haine  IJntr  tliat  thry  branded  their  enemies,  to  mark  Iheir 
gratitude  to  iheir  rHendit,  who  woi-e  daily  inciraKing.  and  es- 
pecially la  the  people  of  Bellktt.  between  whom  and  llic  Catlio- 
lirji  the  union  wa.t  nuw  rom|itrtc)y  established.  Among  tlie  va- 
riuna  attai^kn  made  on  us  tlii^  summer,  the  most  n-inarkable  Tor 
their  rimlence.  urre  those  ol'  the  Grand  Jury  ot'  Louth,  headed 
hy  Uk-  Spraker  or  Ihr  llousc  of  Commons  ;  of  Limerick,  at 
wbirJt  the  Lord  ChHUi-ellnr  a.«iHisti'd ;  and  or  the  Coqini".itinii  of 
(hecity  of  Dublin:  which  las.t  published  a  most  furious  manifes- 
to^ tlirratcning  an,  in  ro  many  words-  with  a  re'sistance  by  force 
In  (;ansei)u«ncr,  a  mei-ting  was  Iwldof  tlie  Catholics  of  Dublin 
■1  lar]^,  whirli  was  Hitended  by  several  thousands,  where  the 
nuiiireAtooftliocor]iaration  was  read  and  most  ably  commented 
opon  by  John  Ki-wfih,  Dr.  Ryan,  Dr.  McNevcn,  and  several 
■Ihej^  and  a  tuMinirr-maniiosto  being  pro{H>scd,  which  was  writ- 
ten by  my  friend  Emmet,  and  incumparably  well  done,  it  was 
carried  unanimouKly.  and  published  in  all  the  papers,  together 
witli  the  Hpeech^^  nboveinentlanrd:  and  both  the  ajierfhcs  and 
the  manifesto  hait  such  an  infinite  superiority  over  those  of  the 
RMrporatioD.  which  were  also  publislMSl  and  diligently  circu- 
lated by  Iho  Govemmentf  that  it  put  an  eiid,  effectually,  to  tliis 
warfaff!  of  rcMtlutioos. 

The  pnoplr  of  Belfast  were  nut  idle  on  their  part  :  U>ey  spar- 
ed nritlicr  pains  nor  exiience  to  pro|Kigate  the  new  doctrine  of 
tbeaniou  of  Irishmen  tiirougti  tite  whole  Nortli  of  Inland,  and 
(h«y  had  thr  satisfaction  (o  see  their  proselytes  rapidly  eitend- 
ing  in  all  directions.  In  ordiT  mor«  effi-ctiially  to  spread  their 
principle!},  twelve  nfthomoRt  active  and  intelligent  among  thenL 
tuhscribrd  tSOl.  each,  in  order  to  set  on  fool  a  paper.  wtioM 
obJNrt  should  br  is  gite  a  fair  slatement  of  all  Dial  passed  in 
France,  whtlber  every  one  turned  tlicir  eye* }  to  iBculcate  th" 
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Dpcessity  (irunion  amongst  Irisliinen  or  all  religious  persuuiona; 
to  support  tlje  cmRnctpation  of  tlio  Catholicij ;  and,  finally,  as 
tbc  nrcessary,  Ihougli  not  avowed,  consefjucnce  of  all  tliis,  to 
prcrt  Ireland  into  a  republic,  independent  of  £ngland.  This 
paper,  wliirli  tliey  called,  very  apjiositcly,  the  Norllicrn  Star, 
was  rnndiirtcil  by  my  friend  Samuel  Ncilson,  nhn  was  nnani- 
moiisl*  (liiiscn  editor,  and  it  could  not  be  dcliverext  into  abler 
h.-iTids.  It  is.  in  truth,  a  m^at  incomparable  paper,  and  it  rflse, 
instanlly,  on  its  apjicarance.  with  a  must  rapid  and  extensive 
sale.  The  C'alhoiira  every  where  through  Ireland  {I  moan  the 
Icailing  Cathnlicsj  were,  of  course,  Hubsrrlbrrs,  and  the  North- 
ern Slat'  was  one  great  rneani^  of  effectually  accumplishing  the 
union  of  the  two  great  sects,  by  tbc  simple  process  of  making 
tlieir  mutual  sentiments  better  known  to  each  other. 

It  wa.s  determined  by  tlic  people  of  Belfast  to  nouinicinoratc 
thtsyearthcaTioivei'sarjof  the  taking  of  the  Bastile  with  great 
rcrcmony.  For  this  purpose  they  planned  a  review  of  the  vo- 
lunteers of  the  town  and  neighborhood,  to  be  fullowed  by  a 
grand  procession,  with  emhlcmatirul  dcvires,  inc.  They  also 
determined  to  avail  tliemsehes  of  this  opportunity  to  bring  for- 
ward the  Catliolic  i|uestion  in  force,  and,  in  consequence,  they 
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Uiolic  emancipatian,  itmongst  tlic  farciuoat  of  wliotn  vc  had  tlie 
Htisractiun  to  jwo  sercrHl  dissenting  civrgj'inen  of  great  popu- 
\»rity  in  tliat  cauntr;.  as  Sinclair  Kllbm-ne,  Wm.  Dixon,  and 
T.  Bircti.  Unas  William  Siiicliiir  will)  moved  tliotwu addresses. 
It '»  Uie  leas  ni-rfsHarj  for  inc  to  detail  what  paitscd  at  this  pe- 
riod, a»  evwy  thing  inalerial  is  recorded  in  my  diai^.  Snflice 
it  to  Kay,  that  the  Iiwt]iitHli(y  shown  by  the  jmhijiIc  of  BulTtL-it  to 
Itic  CatJiiilics,  on  this  occaitioni  and  tho  personal  accjuaiiilancc 
which  ihr  partifii  IVirnied.  rivcttvd  the  hundft  of  tlieir  recunt 
WDion.  and  (iroducvd  in  the  at^uel  the  most  betieRcial  and  [mw- 
■rfuidTecta. 


CONTIX0ATION 

^  tkt  Life  of  TiiRosALD  Molfe  Tone,  *y  the  Edilor. 

Kthe  prrccdini;  abstract,  written  at  Paris,  from  memory, 
midst  tti«  mmt  anxious  careit,  my  fattier  brought  down 
Vrative  of  his  life  to  the  middle  of  July,  1792.  From 
b,  to  liin  arrival  in  France,  elapsed  a  §pac«  uf  upwards  of 
tiircc  years.  1  fe«l  it  my  duty  to  account  Andupologizcfurtbe 
Hantin«M  of  my  materialfi  relative  to  tliis  period,  jHThapx  the 
swit  interesting  of  bis  career.  It  was  during  that  time  that, 
yuing  and  anknown.  acting  against  all  the  power  and  intluenre 
oft  |iarty,  accure  in  tJie  long  enjoyment  uf  unup|>used  usiirpa^ 
tioB  and  insolent  authority,  he  roused  the  energies  of  bin  op- 
pmsed  countrymen,  and  rallied  the  mass  of  the  people,  so  long 
ditided  by  confUcting  iuteresls  and  religious  aniuiositiei^,  tu 
aaaert  tlteir  national  independence. 

FrofD  ti>P  ntiimenl  be  engaged  in  tliis  cause,  he  made  it  a 
nite  to  cnnxign  in  a  diary,  dcslinril  for  the  sole  |ierusui  of  his 
most  intimate  friends  and  family,  the  passing  events  of  the 
tinMH,hiftmtiunentH  upon  tliem,  and  hisown  thoughts  and  actions. 
Of  this  spirited  and  lively  journal,  we  yet  [tosM^ss,  and  now 
liublish,  (Vol.  II.)  the  part  wbidi  begln»  at  his  amval  in 
France,  and  extends  to  the  date  of  tlie  last  expedition  wber« 
he  pi-risltrd.  But.  on  his  departure  from  America,  be  left  in 
my  motberN  hamlt  (hat  which  contained  lite  diary  of  bix  ef- 
tB  in  Ireland,  whiht  forming  the  society  of  tlie  United  Irinli' 
Joeo,  and  acting  at  .\gent  and  Secretary  tu  llu;  Catbolio  nib- 
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committee.  The  experience  of  our  former  journey  had  pron 
-what  little  i-espect  was  then  paid  hy  tlie  British  cniizent  to  tl 
neutral  American  flag,  and  how  unsafe  it  would  have  been  i 
have  caiTicd  such  papers  along  with  him. 

When,  at  the  close  of  the  year  179fi.  my  motiier  sailed  fji| 
America  to  join  him,  the  same  reasons  still  existed.    As  beb 
left  with  Dr,  Reynolds,  of  Philadelphia,  an  old  friend  and  i 
sociate  in  his  |iolitical  cairer,  an  unlimited  power  of  atlon 
to  protect  his  family  and  manage  their  aSairs  in  his  abac 
fthe  trusted  to  his  charge  all  our  little  property  in  Amert 
amounting  to  some  hundreds  of  jmumls  sterling,  a  select  libii 
of  six  hundred  volumes,  and,  above  all,  my  father's  papers,  4 
says,  and  manuscripts,  including  those  journals,  and  encloi 
in  a  strong  corded  and  uealed  trunk,  of  whicli  she  kept  the  kd 
I  am  ]>ained  to  add,  that  this  sacred  trust,  this  pledge  of  o 
dence  and  of  friendsliip,  he  violated  by  an  unpai-donable  1 
ligence.    Neither  during  my  father's  life,  nor  altor  bis  deal 
could  our  reiK-alcd  demands,  nor  our  letlei-s  and  inei 
the  most  rcs|)cctahle  and  confidential  friends  who  went  i 
America,  procure  any  answer.    At  length,  in  the  year  181 
wiien  the  slate  of  my  health  compelled  us  to  undertake  sa 
voyage,  and  we  came  to  I'hiladclphia,  we  called  tlie  unfortUM 
man  to  an  account :  but  he  could  give  none  ;  and,  reduced  | 
repeated  and  severe  illness,  was  then  tottering  on  the  va 
of  life.  What  could  we  do  !  Serious  as  the  sacrifice  was,  in  V 
circumstances,  we  uflei-ed  him  a  full  release  lur  the  remaini 
of  the  propei-ty,  if  he  could  only  put  us  in  the  way  of  recoT^ 
ing  the  pajiers.    But  it  was  all  in  vain,  for  he  had  them  n 
he  begged  me  to  search  his  house,  and  I  found  the  trunk  bn 
open,  and  empty.   With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  I  recovef 
some  fragments  dis]>ersed  in  different  hands,  and  now  pubUi 
ed.   But  his  journals  of  the  most  important  and  interestii 
years,  of  1793,    1794,  and   1795,   were  irrecoverably  j 
The  manuscripts  of  tlie  numerous  pamphlets  and  essays,  whH 
my  father  composed  at  that  time — a  great  number  of  wbi 
were  anonymous,  and  often  ascribed  to  other  hands — ai*  well^ 
the  materials  of  a  philosophical  and  political  history  of  Irelai 
which  he  was  then  compiling,  and  had  already  begun  to  w 
were  also  lost    Dr.  Reynolds  died  within  a  few  weeks. 
Me  wei-e  obliged  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  discovering  them. 
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By  tliis  luss,  iiiappr^iublc  to  our  feelings,  we  are  tleprircd 
of  tlic  means  of  triicing  accurately  my  faliicr's  career  during 
Uiosc  tlirce  cvenUul  yeara,  in  which  hcwas  constantly  cmjiloy- 
e«I  in  supporting  the  spii-it  of  union  anti  independence  in  his 
country,  and  pcrTurniing,  as  agent  to  the  Cathfdic  committees, 
those  servicci^  whicli.  by  their  parting  vote  of  thanks,  they  de- 
clai-ed  '•  no  gratitude  could  overrate,  and  no  remuneration 
ovcqiay."  As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  write  a  history  of  Ire- 
land, nni'  a  (tolitical  dissertation  on  llie  state  of  that  country 
under  its  former,  and  never  to  he  forgotten,  nor  forgiven,  go- 
vernment, I  will  merely  indicate,  from  my  niothoi-'s  recollections, 
and  from  tlie  scanty  materials  which  we  have  recovered,  a  few 
of  those  prominent  events  in  which  he  was  Uicn  engaged,  and 
which  may  elucidate  some  passages  in  his  subsequent  memoirs. 

Of  the  journals,  which  formed  the  most  interesting  part  of 
tills  collection,  we  have  recovered  tfiase  of  October,  1791,  with 
•ometrifling  fragments  of  an  earlier  date,  those  of  July,  August, 
Septemlier,  October,  and  November,  irss,  anil  part  of  January 
and  February,  1793.  My  father  states,  in  hisown  memoir,  that 
he  began  tu  keep  them  regularly  in  1791,  when  he  engaged  se- 
riously in  the  politics  of  the  day.  From  thence,  they  extended  ina 
regular  series  to  the  middle  of  1 795.  when  he  sailed  for  America ; 
but  all  the  remainder,  though  he  frequently  refers  to  them  in 
his  other  writings,  are  irrecoverably  lost.  This  loss  may  ho 
partly  supplied  by  a  mutilated  abstract  of  the  operations  of 
tlie  General  Committee  and  delegation  which  carried  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Catholics  to  England,  and  of  their  subsequent  ne- 
gotiations with  the  Irish  Government,  from  the  beginning  of 
December,  179:^,  to  the  end  of  April,  179-1.  This  elrgant  and 
lucid  repoi-t,  which  we  will  insert  in  this  portion  of  his  life,  as 
it  properly  forms  a  continuation  of  it,  will  show  how  qualilied 
ho  wa.1  to  write  that  history  of  Ireland  which  he  had  begun, 
and  of  which  it  was  probably  destined  to  form  a  part. 

Along  with  tliese  paficrs,  we  have  recovered  his  notes  of  the 
sittings  of  the  Catholic  General  Committee,  but  in  a  veiy  mu- 
tilated state,  and  written  on  flying  scraps  of  pajier  during  the 
debates,  along  with  a  few,  relating  to  other  periods  of  his  life. 
These  wore  the  materials  from  whence  his  journals  were  a^cr- 
wards  wTittcn,  when  sitting,  surroundo<l  by  his  wife  and  rliil- 
dren,  as  1  \r(  remember  him,  in  the  evening  leisure  of  hi« 
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with  their  councilB. 

Towards  the  close  of  timt  year,  1793,  liis  arduous  efforts  to 
(Jtiitc  the  mass  of  the  nation  in  the  nacrcd  cause  of  union  and 
indcjicnderice,  in-escntcd  moi-e  favorable  symptoms  of  success 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  Catholics  and  Dissenters  were 
united,  and  a  new  and  complete  system  of  ■■cprescntalion  van 
organized  amongst  tlic  former,  nhicli  enabled  them  toconcen* 
tratc  in  one  voice  the  gricvnnces  and  opinions  of  3,000,000  of 
men.  This  great  result  was  obtained  by  the  unremitting  efforts 
of  the  sub-commiltec  of  Dublin,  as  well  as  of  my  father.  They 
bad  been  charged,  especially  after  the  defection  of  Loni  Ken- 
mare,  and  sixty-cigtit  of  tlie  leading  and  aristocralical  Catho* 
lies,  who  had  seceded  in  tiic  preceding  year  from  the  great  body 
of  their  bretliiTn.  with  assuming  falsely  tlie  character  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Catholic  interest.  In  consequence,  after  rous- 
ing, by  every  possible  means,  the  spirit  of  their  party  through 
the  whole  Kingdom,  and  awakening  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
wrongs  and  grievances,  they  summoned  from  evei-y  county  and 
city  in  Ireland,  a  number  of  fairly  and  freely  elected  represent- 
atives, to  join  in  tlieir  deliberations. 

In  tbo  beginning  of  December,  1793.  that  General  Commit- 
tee of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  first  represented  the 
vliole  strength  of  their  body,  opened  their  meetings,  and  the 
single  circumstance  of  their  sitting,  with  all  the  forms  of  a  le- 
gislative assembly,  in  the  capital,  produced  a  kind  of  awe  and 
stupefaction  in  tlie  Government.  Never  did  such  a  convention 
begin  its  proceedings  under  auspices  more  favorable.  Tlieir 
friciida  were  roused  ;  tlieir  enemies  stunned,  and  the  British 

ivemmcnt,  extremely  embarrassed  at  home,  showed  no  flesii-e 
to  interfere  From  a  letter  of  Richard  Burke,  mentioned  in  my 
father's  journals  of  S3d  and  34th  July,  1792,  and  quoted  in  the 
Appendix,  with  his  answer,  they  concluded  that  England  was 
determined  on  remaining  neutral  in  the  controversy.  To  yield 
without  a  struggle,  and  recommend  themselves  as  well  as  they 
could  to  the  ruling  party,  as  that  gentleman  advised,  was  a 
counsel  too  cowardly  to  l>c  followed.  They  felt  secure  in  their 
own  strength,  which  their  adversaries — and  even  their  friends, 
(see  Burke's  letter)  had  much  undervalued — in  the  spirit  and 
the  people,  and  in  tlie  lupport  of  ttie.  Dissenters,  and 
Vol..  I— 10 
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ilctennineil  on  briuging  matters  to  a  closo,  by  addressing  | 
monai-cb  directly  against  tlieir  own  govcniment.   Had  t 
Ijcrsi'vered  in  the  same  spirit  witb  whicli  they  began,  i 
would  undoubtedly  have  succeedeil. 

Tbc  immediate  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  draw  a  si 
mcnt  of  tbeir  grievances,  a  vindication  of  the  Catholics,  i 
petition  (o  llie  King,  and  to  addn-ss  them  directly  to  his  I 
jesty,  witliont  sending  them  through  the  chamie)  of  the  1 
administration.   These  pupci-s,  the  (irst  which  feirly  re|H 
cd  tlie  whole  extent  of  their  grievances,  and  claimed  tLo  i 
repeal  of  tliosc  penal  laws  by  which  nine-tenths  of  tlie  popi 
tion  were  deprived  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  almoi 
Iniinanity,  in  their  own  country,  were  all  drawn  by  my  fatfa 
th«  only  Protestant  in  the  assembly,  and  he  accompanied  i 
delegation  which  presented  them  to  the  Sovereign. 

On  this  occasion  1  must  observe,  that,  notwithstanding  ^ 
uRi-ctod  alarm  of  tlic  Irish  Government  at  a  mere  playful  i 
theoretical  letter  of  his,  which,  as  1  have  formerly  stated,  fell  1 
terwards  into  their  hands,  at  this  time  be  only  sought  to  obti 
witliuut  the  struggles  of  a  revolution,  the  gradual  emanc3||| 
tion  uf  his  rounti-y  by  legal  and  constitutional  means,  by  u  " 
iiig  the  Dissenters  and  Catholics,  who  formed  the  mass  of  | 
people,  to  overwhelm  the  ruling  and  oppressive  minority  o 
Protestant  ascendency,  and  deprive  it  of  its  usurped  privikf 
And  well  would  it  have  been  for  England  if  her  admini^ 
tion  had  hail  tlie  sense  and  determination  to  support  the  cuBf 
justice,  instead  of  that  of  oppression.     The  millions  i 
have  been  ejipended,  and  the  oceans  of  blood  which  have  ij 
shed  in  Ireland,  would  have  been  spared  ;  she  would  have 
cured  tlie  gratitude  and  attachment  of  its  warm-hearted  | 
lalion,  and  ac<iuired  a  faithful  and  useful  ally  to  fight  li^ 
side  in  her  subsequent  contests,  instead  of  a  chained  etu 
pwiuiring  the  constant  employment  of  half  her  forces  to  I 
him  piimed  to  tlie  cartli. 

In  the  following  narrative,  the  only  circumstance  whi 
faUicr  has  past  over  in  silence  w  as  his  own  share  in  thorn  g 
events  ;  bis  part  in  tliesc  councils,  and  in  planning  and  (1 
ing  those  acts ;  as  well  as  the  two  special  votes  of  thanks  vhj 
he  received  from  the  committee  when  they  closed  tbcirsitt' 
Ilie  first  in  December,  and  Uie  second  in  April.   These  wU 
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fbHwi  in  the  Appriiilix.  The  beginning  of  this  inttn-c.iting  ali- 
Htnct  is  lost,  but  it  must  have  coni|)ris<'<l  thv  urgnnization  of 
Out  contmlion,  and  ibu  account  qI'  its  first  meeting. 


Joontnt  of  Ihc  proeailingt  of  the  Otnertd  Cammittre  ,>J  the  Callto- 
liti  of  Irdand ;  of  the  ilriegatum  ukifJi  presented  lluir  petition 
to  the  ICiHf^,  and  of  the  passage  uf  Uu  Jirst  btli  for  their  re- 
titf—Bx  Tiisouijai  \V.  Tone. 

The  Calhnlics  were  thus  once  more,  after  a  dreary  intcrral 
of  104  years  of  slavery,  fully  and  fairly  represented  by  mem- 
bers oC  t})oir  own  (>GrHuaHi<iti.  The  la-st  Catliolic  assembly 
vbich  Ireland  had  seen,  wxt  the  I'arliamcnt,  siiminoned  by 
Jumrs  II.  in  I688,  a  body  of  men  whose  nmlom,  spirit,  and 
[ulrii^tism,  r«-flcct  no  iliscredit  on  their  country  ur  tlicir  r^ect. 
Tbc  great  objeicl  of  tliis  I'arliaiucnt  was  national  supremacy. 
By  an  art  of  navigation  they  wisely  guarded  the  commerce, 
simI,  by  a  declaration  of  rights,  boldly  asserted  the  indepcn- 
doicc  of  Ihcir  native  land,  both  scandalously  betrayed  to 
llie  maiK>iioly  and  tlie  pride  of  England,  by  llieir  immediate  auc- 
CxsHors.  tlic  Protestant  Parliament  of  William-  The  patriots  of 
Uie  present  day  found  their  beht  claim  to  public  i-eganl  on  main- 
taining principle»  firNt  adranced  by  an  assembly,  to  wIioku 
merits  no  historiau  Itaii  yet  ventured  to  do  Justice,  but  whose 
tncmory.  when  jtassion and  prejudice  arc  no  more,  will  be  per- 
|ictaated  in  Uie  hearts  of  tlicir  grateful  countrymen. 

Tbc  procceilings  of  tlie  Ocncral  Committee  fully  justified 
Ike  foresight,  and  far  surpKHNvd  the  liupe;^,  of  tliose  who  had  de. 
Ttsed  die  measure.  On  Uie  firstmomentoftlieir  meeting,  when 
they  looked  round  and  reviewed  their  numbers  and  their 
stnngthi  tbey  at  nnco  discarded  tlie  unwortby  habits  of  defer- 
ence aiitl  subnijUMon,  which  tlieir  unhappy  situation  bail  so 
Jong  ruinpelled  tliem  to  assume.  Tltey  felt  and  acted  willi  tlic 
dmsiou  of  men  who  dc*er*ed  to  be  free,  and  with  tbc  dignity 
bKomitig  tit  rcpMisewtatirca  of  S.ooo.OOO  of  [Kiople.  The 
i^irit  of  liberty  raii  like  the  electric  Rn  though  every  link  of 
IbcJr  cliaina.  and  before  tl»ey  were  an  h«ir  convened,  tl«  uncs- 
tloBof  tJirir  ciiuuicip«Uan  won,  in  fad,  decided. 
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The  fli-st  act  or  t)ic  nssunbly  wnn.  iineniinously,  to  call  to  ti 
rliair  Mr.  Edwai-rl  Byrnt-,  a  mark  of  distinction  equally  lien 
able  to  liiin  and  to  themselves.  In  tlieir  cause  be  liad  expt 
Itimseir  to  every  Hj>Fcies  of  calumny  and  abuse ;  his  n 
been  held  ujt  as  a  target,  agaiust  vvliich  the  arrows  of  prt 
dice,  falsehood,  and  can'U|itioii,  had  been  unceasingly  discbai 
ed,  and,  aflcr  a  iwrsccution  of  many  montbfl,  lie  had  come  for 
unhurt.  The  General  Committee,  by  thus  {dacinghim  at  their 
head,  as  Uicir  first  Pi-csident,  at  once  liiacliarged  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude tliey  had  incurred,  and  marked  their  utter  contempt  fi 
the  impotent  malice  of  those  who  hail  vilified  and  abused  Iiifl 
only  for  his  eminent  sen-ices  in  the  public  cause. 

The  attempts  which  had  been  made,  and  which  have  becnd 
ready  meniiuned,  to  introduce  members  nhn,  under  the  old 
constitution,  had  an  indubitable  riglit  to  attend,  rendered  it 
neccssai'y  for  the  General  Committee  to  close  tlie  (|ucstioiu 
They,  thoi-efoi-r,  resolved,  that  the  meeting,  as  then  constitut- 
ed, with  the  Peers  and  Prelates,  were  the  only  organ  compc 
tent  to  speak  the  sense  of  the  Catholic  body,  a  measure,  whicli 
wbdooi,  and,  indeed,  necessity,  impelled  them  to  adopt.  A 
faint  attempt  was  made  to  oppose  it,  (vide  debates  of  3d  De- 
cember, ipetches  of  Lyndi,  Jd'lCenna,)  on  the  ground  tliat  the 
circular  letter,  under  which  the  meeting  was  convened,  Ikad 
stated  that  the  rights  of  no  person,  then  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, were  intended  to  be  abi-idged  ;  and  it  was  proposed,  by  a 
nice  distinction,  to  say,  that  tlic  meeting  was  "  cmnpetent,'* 
and  not  "only  competent,"  to  sjwak  tlie  sense  of  the  people  at 
large.  But  it  was  answered  to  this  by  Captain  Sweetman,  of 
Wexford,  that  the  sub-committee  could  not.  by  tlieir  art,  tin 
up  the  hands  of  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics,  then  present 
by  their  repi-escntativcs,  who  were  alone  empowered  to  deter- 
mine this  question.  And  that  admitting  aconfusion  of  jierson- 
al  and  representative  rights,  was  but  to  lay  a  foundatioH  for 
future  dissension,  since  it  might  so  hapi>en,  that,  on  a  division^ 
all  those  of  one  description  might  secede,  and  thereby  enable 
the  enemies  of  the  Catholics  to  take  shelter  behind  a  specious 
pretence,  of  which,  as  they  had  formerly  seized  itvitU  avidity, 
tlicy  would  be  glad  again  to  avail  themselves.  These  ni-gii- 
ments  ap{>eared  conclusive ;  the  opposition  n-aa  withdrawn^ 
and  the  motion  parsed  unanimously.  Tims,  by  &  i 
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n  tiic  constitution  of  tlic  Gctifral  Committee,  all  future 

groiinilcil  on  ]icrs()nal  riglits,  were  cxtiiigniahed  ;  tbo 

k  of  n-prciicutatiiin  was  establislicd,  and  tlie  strength  of  the 

t  Catliolic  pco[)lG  connuliilatfd  intooiic  gtvat  and  indivi- 

,  Tlic  wisdom  n(  tJic  meiLsurc  was  jnstiiicd  by  tlio 

9  Gcncntl  Commiltee  nrxt  rciwlml,  tliat  a  [wtition  be 
il  to  his  Mnji'sty,  §tuting  tlit^  gricranccH  of  the  CaClio* 
I  Ireland*  and  |iraying  relief,  and  the  mcrabet-H  of  the  sub- 
bilto;  were  tii-dcrcd  to  bring  in  the  Ksme  forthwitli,  which, 
[  done,  and  tti«  [letition  read  in  tlio  usual  farms,  it  was 
I  rojul,  panigruidi  bjr  paragraph,  each  passing  unanimous- 
tnlil  Itic  lasU  A  Npiritcil  and  intelligent  member,  {Lake 
tg,  Rtq.  of  Luinivii.  amntif  .inlrim,)  who  represented 
nt  northern  county,  tlien  rose,  and  said,  '<  That  he  must 
I  to  tliix  paragr<tp)i,  on  Uie  grunnd  of  its  being  limited  in 
leand.  His  iusirurtinris  fniin  liU  rotistitiienb  were  to  rc- 
3rt  nothing  sliort  uf  total  emancipation;  and  it  was  not  con- 
(istent  with  ihc  dignity  of  thiK  meeting,  and  much  Icms  of  the 
great  biKly  whom  it  rcjircHeoted,  to  sanction,  by  any  thing  wliich 
cuuld  be  construed  into  acquiescence  on  Uieir  part,  one  fragment 
of  tliHt  unjust  and  abominable  system,  the  penal  code.  It  lay 
with  the  paternal  wifldmu  of  the  Sovereign  to  ascertain  what 
k  thought  Dt  to  be  granted.  t>nt  it  nns  the  duty  of  tliis  mect- 
Ittoput  him  fully  anduneijuitwiilly  in  possession  of  tbo  wants 
awblieJtuf  biHpcuple."  He  Iherefoi-c  moved,  "that,  in  place 
<  paragraph  tlicn  read,  iinc  should  be  inserted,  praying 
c  Catholics  might  be  restored  to  the  e^inal  enjoyment  of 
Sitings  of  the  constitution." 

il  easy  lo  describe  the  cflect  which  tliat  sjicech  had  on 

ibly.    It  was  received  with  Ihc  moat  extravagant  ap> 

.  'A  Biemlier  of  great  respectability,  and  who  bad  over 

■  reoMU-liMl  for  a  cautious  and  prudent  system  in  his  public 

yiurt,{/).  T.  tTBnen^  Esq.  of  fork,)  rose  to  declare  hi«en- 

d  lieirtycoDcun-Micc  in  the  spirit  of  titc  motion.  '•  Ixst  us 

"  xatd  he,  "driTive  our  Sovereign  and  our  constittiewts,  nor 

marh  tlic  Uimnc  with  a  suppression  of  llic  truth.    Now  to 

B  to  sptralL.  I'he  nholn  CalhoUc  peofdc  arc  not  to  b« 

)  forth  to  arquiesee  in  tlic  demand  of  partial  relief."  The 

ion  wouh)  now  ha*":  been  cwried  by  acclamation,  but  for 
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the  interposition  uf  a  member,  to  wIiohc  opinion,  From  liia  pa-<iit 
services  anil  the  active  part  lie  liad  ever  taken,  the  committeo 
were  dispoBcil  to  pay  every  rcsiKct,  (■/.  Kto^li.)  He  saidf 
"that  tie  entirely  agrcetl  with  tlic  spirit  of  the  motion,  and  be 
was  satisfied  that  they  had  hut  to  ask  and  they  should  receive. 
But  tlic  meeting  had  already  despatched  a  great  deal  of  busi- 
ness, the  hour  vtoa  now  late,  and  the  iiuestion  was  of  the  very 
last  iinporlancc."  "Have  you,"  said  the  sjieaker,  ''con- 
sidered the  magnitude  of  your  demand  and  tlic  jiower  of  your 
enemies  ?  have  you  considered  the  disgrace  and  the  consequen- 
ces of  a  refusal,  and  ai-e  you  pi-eparcd  to  su)>port  your  claim  ?" 
The  whole  assembly  rose,  as  one  man,  and.  raising  their  right 
hands,  answered,  "WE  ARE."  It  was  a  sublime  spectacle. 
^'TheUi'*  continued  he,  *•!  honor  and  i-ejoicein  a  spirit  which 
must  render  four  success  infallible ;  hut  let  it  not  be  said  that 
you  took  up  a  resolution  of  this  infinite  magnitude  in  a  fit  of 
enthusiasm.  Let  us  agree  to  retire.  We  meet  again  to-mormw. 
We  will  consider  this  question  in  the  mean  time,  and,  whatever 
be  the  determination  of  the  morning,  it  will  not  be  accused  of 
want  of  temperance  or  consideration."  This  argument  pre- 
vailed, and  the  meeting  adjoumcil. 

But  the  business  of  the  day  was,  jierhaps,  not  less  ctfectuallj 
promoted  by  the  convivial  parties  which  followed,  than  b 
the  serious  debates  which  occupied  the  sitting  of  the  coi 
niittec.  Those  members  resident  in  Dublin,  whom  it  bM 
been  the  pi>lioy  of  the  enemies  to  Catliolic  emancipation  i 
grossly  malign  and  misrepresent  in  the  remote  parts  of  tlie  kinj 
dom,  had  taken  care  to  offer  tlie  rites  of  hospitality  1 
delegates  from  the  country.  And,  in  unreserved  communici 
tion,  both  parties  compared  their  common  grievances,  andn 
tually  entered  into  each  other's  sentiments.  AU  distrust  ? 
banished  at  once,  and  a  comparison  of  ideas  satisfied  tliem  tl 
their  interests  were  one  and  tlic  same,  and  that  the  oulycm 
to  be  di-caded  was  disunion  among  tliemselves.  The  delcgj 
from  Antrim,  who  sat  beside  the  delegate  from  Kerry,  at  t 
board  of  their  bi-nthcr  in  the  capital,  needed  but  little  argum 
to  convince  him,  that  as  the  old  maxim,  "  divide  and  conqaei 
had  been  the  uniform  rule  of  conduct  witli  tlieir  common  onemia 
flo,  mutual  confidence  and  union  among  tliemselves  were  tbe  ll 
fallible  prenagc  and  most  certain  means  of  securing  their  9 
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]HtMu:hing  emancipation.  The  attrition  of  parties^  thus  collect- 
ed from  every  district  of  tlie  kingdom,  demolished  in  one  even- 
ing the  barriers  of  prejudice,  which  art  and  industry,  and  the 
monopolising  spirit  of  corruption,  had,  by  falsehood  and  sooth- 
ingf  by  misrepresentation  and  menaces,  been  laboring  for 
years,  and  but  too  successfully,  to  establish  between  them. 

In  this  spirit  the  assembly  met  on  the  next  day.  The  busi- 
ness was  opened  by  the  same  member  {L.  Teding)  who  had 
introduced  the  amendment  He  stated  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Catholics  not  to  wrong  themselves  by  asking  less  than  com- 
plete emancipation.  That  it  was  also  the  idea  of  their  friends 
in  the  province  from  whence  he  came,  and  this  coincidence  of 
sentiments  would  establish  that  union,  from  which  the  Catho- 
lic canse  had  already  derived  such  essential  benefit,  and  which 
bad  been  found  so  formidable  to  their  enemies.  Something  had 
been  insinuated  about  danger ;  he  saw  none :  violence  was  not 
the  interest  nor  the  wish  of  the  meeting.  <<  But,"  continued  he, 
**we  have  been  asked,  what  we  will  do  in  case  of  a  refusal  ?  I 
will  not,  when  I  look  round  me,  suppose  a  refusal.  But,  if  such 
an  event  should  take  place^  our  duty  is  obvious.  We  are  to  tell 
our  constituents ;  and  they,  not  we,  are  to  determine.  We  will 
tike  the  sense  of  the  whole  people,  and  see  what  they  will  have 
done."  Similar  sentiments  were  avowed  by  every  member  who 
followed  him  ;  and,  on  the  question  being  put,  the  amendment, 
praying  for  complete  restitution  of  the  rights  of  the  Catholics, 
was  carried  by  the  unanimous  acclamation  of  the  whole  as- 
sembly. 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  perfect  secrecy  could  be  pre- 
served in  so  numerous  a  meeting,  or  that  the  industry  of  the 
enemies  to  Catholic  freedom  should  not  be  exerted  in  so  impor« 
tant  a  crisis,  and  on  so  material  a  question  as  that  which  was 
now  determined  with  such  unanimity.  On  the  moraing  of  the 
day  it  was  whispered,  that,  if  the  prayer  for  complete  emancipa- 
tion was  persisted  in,  a  large  number  of  the  most  respectable 
country  delegates  would  instantly  quit  the  meeting,  and  publish 
tbdr  dissent.  Whether  such  a  measure  was  ever  seriously  in- 
tended or  not,  is  not  accurately  known.  Certainly,  had  it  been 
carried  into  execution,  a  secession  of  so  formidable  a  nature 
iradd  have  eztremdy  embarrassed,  if  not  totally  destroyed,  a 
•jstom  ivludi  hid  coet  so  much  time  and  labor  to  bring  to 
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its  present  state.  Be  that  as  it  may,  such  wa<i  the  fofce  i 
virtuous  example,  so  powcrrui  the  effect  of  public  sjiirit  in  an 
assembly,  uncontaminatcil  witli  places  or  pensions,  and  Trcely 
chosen  by  the  people,  that  not  a  murmur  of  dissent  was  licani ; 
and  a  day  which  opened  with  circumstances  of  consiilerable 
doubt  and  anxiety,  terminated  in  tlic  (inanimous  adoption  of 
the  great  principle  which,  whilst  it  asserted,  secured  tiie  cman« 
cipation  of  the  Catholics. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  having  been  thus  agreed  upon,  it 
was  pi-oposed  [by  JUr.  Fitxgerald)  that  the  signatures  of  the 
delegates  should  not  he  afBscd,  until  the  mode  of  tranainissiaii 
Bhould  be  first  determined.  The  object  of  this  motion  was,  ob- 
viously, to  embarrass,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent,  a  meaMir« 
which,  from  the  spirit  of  the  mecling,  it  was  more  tlian  sus- 
pected would  be  tried.  A])pi-chcnsii>i>s  were  entertained  that 
tlio  usual  form  in  presenting  petitions  would  be  broken  throuf^ 
and  that,  by  a  direct  application  to  the  Ihmnc,  a  very  pointed 
niai'k  of  disapprobation  wouhl  be  attached  on  the  government 
of  this  coiintry.  If,  to  prevent  administration  from  being  ex- 
posed io  such  an  insult  was  the  object  of  the  motion,  it  failed 
completely.  The  committee  decrceJ,  thatthc  signing  tlie  pe- 
tition should  precede  all  debate  as  to  tiie  mode  of  transmission. 
And,  not  only  so,  but  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  (on  the 
motion  of  ^Vr.  Edward  Sweetvian.  of  /f'<vr/br(i,)  that  every  do- 
legate  should  instanUy  pledge  iiimself  to  sujiport,  with  his  hand 
and  signature,  the  sense  of  the  majority :  an  engagement  which 
was  immediately  and  solemnly  taken  by  the  whole  assembly. 

The  petition  having  been  thus  agreed  upon,  and  signed,  the 
important  question  arose  as  to  the  mode  of  presenting  it  to  hia 
M^Csty.  The  usual  method  had  been,  to  deliver  all  former 
addresses  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  transmitted  them  tothe 
King;  and,  certainly,  to  break  through  a' custom  tnvariabtjr 
continued  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  General  Commit. 
tec,  was  marking,  in  tlic  most  decided  manner,  that  the  Catho- 
lics had  lost  all  confidence  in  tlie  administration  of  tiiLs  coun- 
try. But,  strong  as  tiiis  measure  was,  it  was  now  to  be  tried. 
The  petition  having  been  read  for  the  last  time,  a  spirited 
young  member,  (Christopher  IHllon  Bellrw,  Esq.  of  Galivaif,) 
■whose  property  gave  him  much,  and  his  talents  and  vii-tuea 
still  more,  intluence  in  the  assembly,  and  «ho  represents 
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rallirr  than  arptti,  tliAt  rt  «»  not  periiBps  rcippctliil.  i 
mnjp^fy  ibirlf.  to  pua  ovrr  with  such  narked  contempt  htsre- 
(irrMMilJitivr  in  Irrlaml,  and  that  the  usual  mode  was  the  most 
c'lnMitulionu).  ur,  at  |pa.st,  the  mont  conciliatory.  But  Uie 
Bjiirit  (iT  111''  niMting  wa«  now  above  stooping  to  conciliate  the 
fuvor  of  thoHC  wiiorn  they  neither  respected  nor  feaml.  Tha 
member  who  movnl  tlir  rjurHtion  (JSr.C.  Bellnv)  again  rose 
Uj  Hupport  it.  Iln  said  he  did  not  ground  his  motion  merely  on 
t))fl  imtiiltH  which  the  Catholics,  through  their  delegates,  had 
mi  'irirti  received,  but  on  this,  that  be  had  no  confidence  in  men 
who  kept  no  faith  with  Catlmlics,  and  the  attempt  of  the  pre« 
wrpt  day  had  HatiHdcil  his  mind.  Faith  had  been  broken,  eres 
with  thoKc  gentlemen  {Lord  ICenmure  and  the  sixlt/'dght)  vim, 
in  NUpport  uf  adminiHtnttion,  hod  seceded  from  their  own  body. 
'J'iioengugeinout  entered  into  with  them  had  been  niutiluled  and 
tiirtulliMl.  "  Ithui  been  said,"  continued  he,  "myplanii^disre- 
Niii'ctriil  to  adminiMtratlon.  I  answer,  it  is  intended  to  be  so. 
it  Ih  tiin«  for  un  to  Niioak  out  like  men.  We  will  not.  like  AT- 
I'han  nIhvi-h,  |iolilion  our  task^masters.  Our  Sovereign  will 
never  conNider  it  disrettpectful,  that  wc  lay  before  his  tlironc 
the  dutiful  and  humble  (ictition  of  3,000.000  uf  loyal  and  suf- 
Ibring  mil\i«rtN.  For  my  jiart,  I  know  I  speak  the  sen) 
of  my  county*  I  wish  my  constituents  may  know  my  com 
and  the  measnre  which  I  have  now  pro]Mscd, 
jMntify  in  any  way.**  Those  were  strong  espresstona;  i 
were  folh»\«»d  by  others  no  less  energetic.  "We  ban 
ronie  thUM  far,"  said  a  delegate  from  the  wTst  of  Ireland,  ^ 
.V '  Ikrntnll,  nfSlif:o) "  tostnp  short  in  our  career.  Gentlemen^ 
na  of  the  wotimled  pride  of  the  administration.  1  belieTeit«iU 
Ik  wounded,  but  I  care  not :  I  consider  only  the  pride  or  tbtt 
Catholics  of  livland.**  The  last  attempt  w«s  now  made  to  post- 
pone the  nirtbcr  consideration  of  the  qvestion,  vnttl  the  next 
day.  iHit  this  w»s  immediately  and  powerfully  resisted.  "  Wc 
w  ill  Htay  all  nigbt.  if  necessary,  cried  a  spirited  jowig  bmi- 
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cd  his  wonls  by  a  general  exclamatiun,  NO  !  NO  '  "  Om- 
aJlegiancc  am)  attactimeiit  arc  to  King.  Lords,  atid  Com- 
mans,  not  to  a  had  ministry,  who  liave  calumniated  and  i-evil- 
ed  us  tlirough  tlic  Ringilom."  Uis  aaMirtioiis  were  ratified  by 
repealed  and  universal  plaudits. 

Hie  question  on  the  original  motion  was  at  Icngtli  unani- 
Blousiy  decided  in  the  alSrinatiiG.  By  passing  over  tUe  ad< 
ministration  of  their  country,  in  a  studied  and  deliberate  man- 
ner, and  on  solemn  debate,  the  General  Committee  published 
to  all  the  world,  tbat  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  Ireland  had<sn 
far  lost  the  confidence  of  no  less  than  3,000,000  of  his  subjects, 
that  they  were  not  even  to  be  entrusted  willi  tlie  delivery  of 
their  petition.  A  stigma  more  severe  it  lias  not  been  tlie  for- 
tune of  many  administrations  to  receive. 

The  General  Committee  (Dec.  7th)  proceeded  to  chouse,  by 
ballot,  five  of  their  boily,  who  should  present  their  |ietition  to 
his  Majesty  in  j>erson,  and  the  gentlemen  appointed  were 
Edward  Byrne,  John  Keogh.  Christopher  Dillon  Bellcw, 
James  EdwanI  Devereux,  and  Sir  Thomas  French.  The  only 
instruction  they  received  was  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  spirit  of 
the  petition,  and  to  admit  notliing  derogatory  to  the  union, 
which  is  the  strength  of  Ireland.  And  tliis  insti'uction,  for 
greater  solemnity,  was  delivered  to  them,  engrossed  on  vellum, 
signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary, 
of  the  meeting. 

The  petition  being  thus  disposed  of,  the  next  measure  which 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Genci-al  Committee,  was  to  pre- 
pare a  vindication  of  the  Catholic  body  from  the  many  foul  im- 
putations which  had  lately  been  tlirown  out  against  their  prin- 
ciples and  their  conduct.  For  many  months,  patiently  listen- 
ing to  tlic  c^lumniex  and  falsehoods,  which  aSectcd  terror  and 
real  corruption  had  unremittingly  vented,  and  attending  only 
to  the  great  measure,  the  universal  election  of  their  delegates, 
Uicy  liad  not  suffered  themselves  to  be  entrapped  in  the  snares 
of  political  controversy.  They  had,  conse(|uently,  madcnode- 
fencc  against  the  torrent  of  abuse  which  poured  upon  them 
from  all  quarters.  They  were  not  seduced,  even  by  the  gloi-y 
of  a  content  with  great  names  or  high  authorities,  but  proceed- 
ed in  tUoir  march  right  onward,  slowly  and  steadily,  alike  un- 
moved at  the  turbulent  attacks  of  the  numerous  county  meet- 
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irgs.  the  woll-fcigncd  alarms  of  the  selected  grand  juries,  and 
dictatpcl  anil  lojal  fears  of  the  olM-dieiit.  roriwrations.  But, 
now  success  liad  afforded  them  leisure,  and  the  prrscnt  nppoiv 
tunity  was  seized,  to  give  one  general  rrpliralion  to  all  the  il^ 
vwtives  thrown  out  against  them.  They,  llicrefore,  fmned 
and  published  their  vindication,  which  was  intended  as  a  com- 
mentary on  their  petition,  a  defence  of  Uieir  own  conduct,  and 
a  refutation  of  the  malicious  and  unfounded  chaises  of  tbdr 
adversaries. 

On  the  principle  of  tliia  vindication,  the  assembly  was  anmi- 
mous ;  but,  as  to  one  or  two  particular  passages,  a  doubt  arose 
in  the  minds  of  certain  of  the  delegates.  Among  the  numberof 
tlie  enemies  to  tiieir  emancipation,  were  to  be  found  personagn 
of  the  most  exalted  political  situation,  some  of  whom  had  pr»- 
Kided,  and  otliers  assisted,  at  meetings,  whence  imbliratioRi 
had  issued  of  the  most  violent  hostility  to  the  Catholic  rauMt 
In  replying  to  tliese  publications,  it  was  hardly  possible  ta 
avoid  statements  and  expressions,  which  must  be  directly  of- 
fewiivc  to  the  exalted  characters  concerned  ;  for,  as  tlie  atlacla 
wciTi  not  merely  political,  but,  from  their  extreme  acrimony, 
partook  of  somewhat  of  a  [lersonal  feeling,  so  the  nature  of  the 
defence,  and,  indeed,  the  nature  of  man.  suggested,  and.  in  a 
manner,  enforced,  a  language  which,  in  a  cxintroversy  of  a 
milder  kind,  could  not  have  arisen.  It  was  not  to  be  wunderad 
at,  if  men  felt  Pomc  degree  of  caution,  at  committing  themselvea 
in  this  s|iecies  of  warfare,  with  such  grave  and  high  autliori. 
tie-s.  The  question,  therefore,  on  those  parts  of  the  vindication, 
which  remotely  alluded  to.  or  directly  named,  the  most 
of  tlieir  adversaries,  (I'le  Lord  ChaiuxUor  Fitxgibbon)  was 
fully  debated  and  maturely  considered. 

The  conduct  of  tlie  personages  under  deliberation  could 
be  defended  on  any  principle,  in  an  assembly  of  Cattiolics. 
Those,  therefore,  who  doubted  on  tlie  propriety  of  thus  rcpelt- 
ing,  force  by  force,  {^Messrs.  Fitzgerald,  Dal^,  lA/nch,  Ac.) 
contented  tliemselves  uith  the  common  place  topics  of  the  ne- 
cessary respect  to  high  station,  and  the  danger  of  speakli^ 
evil  of  dignities.  But  Uiesc  were  arguments  to  which  tlie  great 
majority  of  the  assembly  was  now  very  little  disposed  to  pay 
any  respect.  Feeling  their  own  strength  and  unanimity, 
galled  by  the  remembrance  of  the  wanton  abuse  which 
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been  80  profusely  lavislifd  upon  tlicin,  tlicy  tlrteiininwl  not  to 
let  pass  an  op[)ortunity  which  fiirtunn  and  their  own  wise  and 
Bpirited  conduct  liad  jiut  into  their  hands,  and  to  mark  their 
adversaries  in  their  turn.  Almost  every  man  was  eager  to  ex* 
|iress  liis  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  thoifc  whom  the  aKRemhIy 
now  considered  as  fallen  tyrants,  and  the  feeble  attempt  to 
Ivscue  them  from  a  public  stigma,  was  drowned  in  a  universal 
outcry  of  disaiiprobalion.  '■  What,  said  they.  {CapU  Edivard 
Siveetniaji  aitd  J.  E.  Dtrvrreux,  of  Wexford,)  ar-e  we  to  spare 
one  man  [Mr.  Foster,)  who  smells  of  the  blood  of  our  peasantry  ? 
or  another  who  made  it  his  public  and  pi-ufligate  boa^t  that  lie 
Would  prostrate  the  chapels  of  the  Catholics  ?  We  know  that 
nan  ;  {Lord  t'il2.gibb<m;)  the  road  to  his  favor  ih  through  hia 
fears.  Let  us  hecninc  formidable  to  him,  and  we  nhall  be  re- 
spected. He  is  tlie  calumniator  of  the  people,  and  thei-efore  he 
has  our  hati-ed  and  our  contempt.  Loyalty  itself  beconiea  stu- 
Jiidity  and  vice,  where  there  is  no  protection:  and  are  we  to  ten- 
der a  gratuitous  submission  to  men  who  have  held,  and  would 
bold  us  in  fetters,  and  in  mockery,  and  in  scorn  ?  What  have  we 
to  fear,  but  our  own  disuninn  ?  Let  ob  boldly  acknowledgeour 
friends,  and  mark  our  enemies,  l^t  its  respect  ourselves,  and 
tlie  world  will  resiiect  us ;  and.  above  all,  let  us  not  disgrace 
our  cause,  or  the  great  body  which  we  rcpi-esent,  by  indecision, 
or  temporising,  or  equivocation."  The  assembly  then  unani- 
mously decreed,  that  tlie  passages  which  had  been  objected  to 
should  I'emain  unaltered. 

The  gi-eat  and  important  business  for  which  the  General 
Committee  had  been  summoned,  was  now,  in  eflTect,  terminated, 
Rt  least  as  far  as  their  labors  could  advance  it.  What  remain- 
ed of  their  time  was  occupied  in  discharging  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  their  friends,  and  farming  an  arrangement  for  their  fn- 
ture  assembling.  Itiey  voted  their  unanimous  thanks  to  the 
citizens  of  Belfast,  "  to  whom,"  said  a  delegate,  "  we  owe  that 
^ve  meet  hero  in  safety  ;  they  stand  sentinels  at  our  doors ;  they 
BupjMrt  you,  Mr.  President,  in  that  chair,"  {L.  Teeltng,  Esi}.) 
A  sentiment  which  was  received  with  acclamation  by  the  whole 
tnceting.  They  voted  tlicir  thanks  to  those  illustrious  memliei-s 
who  had  supfKirti'd  tlie  cause  of  the  Catholics  in  Parliament. 
They  thanked  Uiomc  patriotic  characters,  who  had  devoted  Hieir 
time  and  Ialent>«to  forwarding  the  emancipation  of  their  breth- 
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rcn.  They  thanked  tlieir  oiBcei-H ;  tlioy  thanked  their  suW 
committee  Tliey  empowered  that  body  to  act  for  them  in  the 
intervals  between  their  rising  and  their  next  meeting  }  but  they 
made  a  material  alteration  in  its  constitution,  by  associating  to 
tlie  twelve  mcnibei's  who  tlicn  I'orined  it,  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
try delegates,  each  of  whom  was  henceforward  to  be,  ipso  facto. 
It  meinhei-  thereof.  They  then  resolved,  unanimously,  that  thejr 
would  re-asHeinb1e  when  duly  summoned  by  the  suh-comtaittm» 
whn  wei-c  invested  with  powers  for  that  purpose.  We  will  at 
tend,  cried  a  member  from  a  remote  county,  if  we  are  sum* 
inonod  to  meet  across  the  Atlantic,  [O'Gorvian,  ofJ^yo.) 

One  occurrence  deserves  to  be  particularly  noted.  It  bad 
been  tlie  policy  of  the  enemies  of  the  Catholic  cause,  for  a  lung 
time,  to  foment  and  continue  divisions  between  the  clergy  and 
laity,  and,  in  some  instances,  their  acts  had  so  far  succeeded 
as.  i>ei'haps,  nearly  to  prodtice  a  ilifTcrence  between  tlie  pastor 
and  the  tlock.  It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  it  was  not 
nitliout  diJIiculty  tliat  some  of  the  prelates  had  been  induced  ta 
concur  with  the  General  Committee,  in  the  plan  for  the  elect- 
ing of  delegates,  a  circumstance  not  to  be  wondered  at  when 
■we  consider  (he  peculiar  delicacy  and  responsibility  of  their 
situation,  and  the  uncommon  diligence  and  art  which  wwa 
used  to  deter  them  from  any  interference.  But,  whatever  n 
at  first  have  been  their  doubts  and  diHidence,  when  tliey  • 
tlio  great  body  of  tlie  laity  come  forward  and  unanimoualy  i 
mand  their  rights,  they  manfully  cast  away  all  reserve, 
declared  their  determination  to  rise  or  fall  with  their  fl 
ft  wise  and  patriotic  resolution,  which  was  signified  to  i 
General  Committee  by  two  venerable  pi-elatea.  Dr.  Tn 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  Dr.  Moylan,  Bishop  of  Cork,  v 
assisted  at  the  meeting,  and  signed  the  petition  in  the  aa 
and  on  behalf,  of  the  giTat  body  of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  I 
land.  They  were  received  by  the  assembly  with  the  uti 
deference  and  respect,  due  not  less  to  their  sacred  functin 
and  private  virtues,  than  to  the  great  and  useful  a 
strength,  which  they  brought  to  the  common  cause. 

Tlio  memhers  of  the  General  Committee  having  retumei 
their  counties,  the  delivery  of  their  petition  to  the  Eing  \ 
came  tlio  immediate  and  ui^ent  business  of  the  gentlemen  \ 
legated  to  that  honorable  duty.   It  so  liapjicned  that  there  \ 
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no  packet  boat  ready  in  ttie  linrbor,  and  Uie  wind  was  contra- 
Ty,  Tlieyi  thorcfut-e,  determined  to  go  by  a  I'oute,  longer,  it 
■  is  tnic,  but  Icsa  subject  to  accidental  delays.  To  go  by  Scot- 
land, it  was  necessary  to  pass  tlirough  the  north  of  Ireland, 
juid,  especially,  through  Belfast.  On  tlietr  arrival  in  that 
town  they  were  met  by  a  number  nf  the  most  active  and  intel- 
Jigent  inhabitants,  who  had  distinguished  tliemselves  in  the 
abolition  of  prejudice,  and  tlic  conciliation  of  the  public  tnind  in 
Ulster  to  the  claims  nf  tlie  Catholics.  On  their  departure,  their 
horses  were  taken  ulf,  and  they  ucrc  drawn  along  with  loud 
acclamations  by  the  people,  among  wliom  were  numbers  of  an 
apjiearancc  and  rank  very  different  from  whatare  usually  seen 
on  such  occasions.  To  the  honor  of  the  populace  of  Belfast,  it 
should  be  mentioned,  that  they  refused  a  liberal  do  nation 
which  was  olfered  by  the  Catholic  delegates  ;  and,  having  es- 
corted them  beyond  tlie  precincts  of  tlie  town,  and  cort^ally 
wished  them  success  in  tlieir  embassy,  they  dismissed  them 
with  thr-ce  cheers. 

Triiling  as  this  circumstance  may  appear,  it  was  the  subject 
of  much  observation.  By  some  it  wa,s  considered  as  throwing 
additional  difficulties  on  a  measure  alreaily  supposed  to  ho  suf. 
ficiently  unpalatable  to  the  British  Minister,  by  avowing  a 
connection  with  men  notoriously  ohnosious  to  him.  By  others, 
it  was  applauded,  on  the  ground  of  strengtiicning  that  union 
of  the  gi-cat  sects,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which  had  ali-cady 
begun  to  operate  in  tlie  elevation  of  the  Catholic  mind,  an  ad- 
vantage which  was  thouglit  to  carry  an  intrinsic  weight  and 
power  far  beyond  the  uncertain  favor  of  any  minister.  What- 
ever effect  it  might  have  on  the  negotiation  in  England,  itcor- 
tainly  tended  to  raise  and  confirm  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics  at 
bome.  "Let  our  delegates,"  said  they,  "if  they  arc  refused,  re- 
turn by  the  same  route."  To  those  who  looked  beyond  thesur- 
fecc  it  was  an  interesting  spectacle,  and  pregnant  with  mate- 
rial  consequences,  to  see  the  Dissenter  of  tlie  north  drawing, 
with  his  own  hands,  the  Catholic  of  tlie  south  in  triumph, 
through,  what  may  be  denominated  the  capital  of  Prcshyte- 
rianism.  However  repugnant  it  might  be  to  the  wishes  of  the 
British  Minister,  it  was  a  wholesome  suggestion  to  his  pru- 
dence, and  when  be  scanned  the  whole  business  in  his  mind, 
■was  probably  not  dismissed  from  his  contemplation. 
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On  the  arrival  of  tlic  delegates  in  London,  their  first  Ii 
nesB  was  to  apprize  tlio  Secretary  for  tlie  Uome  Department 
(the  Hon.  II.  Dundas]  that  tlicy  were  deputed  to  present  to  the 
King  tlic  humble  petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  llicj 
requested  to  know  at  what  time  the;  should  attend  him  wiUi  a 
copy  for  his  Majesty's  perusal.  The  minister  having  appoint- 
ed a  day,  the  delegates  met  him,  and,  in  a  long  conversation* 
very  fully  detailed  the  situation  and  wishes  of  the  Catholic 
body.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  minister,  on  bin  part, 
was  equally  communicative,  but  he  heard  them  with  particalar 
attention,  and  dismissed  them  with  respectful  politeness.  Hia 
object  was  to  pi-ocurc  the  petition  to  be  dclivci-ed  through  hit 
hands;  that  of  tbe  delegates  to  deliver  it  to  the  King  bimsclf, 
in  person.  Some  dexterity  was  exhibited  on  both  sides  in  ne- 
gotiating tliLs  point,  but  the  minister  was,  at  length,  obliged  to 
concede,  and  the  firmness  of  the  delegates  prevailed. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  merit  of  an  illustrious  characlei*,  to 
Ntato  here  the  obligation  which  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  owe  to 
their  countryman,  the  Eari  of  Moira,  at  that  time  Lord  R«w- 
don.  He  had,  immediately  on  the  airival  of  fhc  delegates  in 
London,  waited  on  them,  and  olfered  tliem  the  hospitality  of 
liis  mansion,  and  tlie  command  of  his  household  ;  he  entertained 
them  repeatedly  in  a  style  of  splendid  magnificence  ;  and,  if  tlis 
dignity  of  their  mission  could  have  received  lustre  from  tbe 
support  of  an  individual,  tliey  would  have  found  it  in  thezeil 
and  friendship  of  the  Earl  of  Moira.  But  his  services  were  ttA 
confined  to  acts  of  hospitality  and  politeness.  He  assisted  iK 
their  councils,  and,  in  a  manner,  committed  his  public  cliarac* 
ter  nitli  tlicir  cause,  fur,  on  the  emergency,  when  tlie  minister 
was  dallying  with  the  earnestness  of  the  delegates  to  proctira 
admission  to  tlieir  Sovereign,  and,  probably,  presumed  that  tiiey 
vould  not  readily  find  another  channel  of  access.  Lord  Moira 
came  forwai'd  and  told  tliem,  that,  if  it  became  necessary,  he 
would,  ,is  a  Peer,  demand  an  audience  of  his  Majesty,  and  bo 
himself  tlieir  introducer;  adding,  at  the  same  time,  with  the 
frankness  and  candor  of  his  jirofession  and  character, 
flattering  as  such  a  distinction  would  be  to  himself,  it  waaj 
wish  that  the  minister  should  rather  have  the  honor,  tnae 
as  he  thought  it  would  better  serve  ttieir  cause.  As  an  In 
man  and  a  inilitary  man,  continued  he,  it  might  be  esteemd 
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wetTy  perhaps*  too  peremptory  an  appearance,  were  I  to  intro- 
duce you,  and  when  the  minister  finds  that  you  are,  in  all 
events,  secure  of  admission,  he  will,  probably,  be  less  reluc- 
tant to  have  the  credit  of  it  himself  If,  however,  he  should 
persist  in  his  refusal,  you  may  then  command  me.  The  event 
justified  his  prediction ;  the  minister  relaxed ;  and  Wednesday, 
the  2d  of  January,  was  fixed  as  the  day  of  their  introduction. 
On  tliat  day  the  delegates  were  introduced  at  St  James's  in  the 
usual  forms,  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and,  agreeably  to  their  instruct 
tions,  delivered  into  the  King's  own  hands  the  petition  of  his 
Catholic  subjects  of  Ireland.  Their  appearance  was  splendid, 
tnd  they  met  with,  what  is  called  in  the  language  of  courts,  a 
most  gracious  reception  ;  that  is,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
say  a  few  words  to  each  of  the  delegates  in  his  turn.  In  those 
colloquies,  the  matter  is  generally  of  little  interest,  the  man- 
ner is  all ;  and  with  the  manner  of  the  Sovereign,  the  delegates 
had  every  reason  to  be  content. 

Thus  had  the  Catholics,  at  length,  through  innumerable  dif- 
ficulties, fought  their  way  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  ;  the  Ring 
had,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  received  their  petition,  and 
his  ministers  were  in  full  possession  of  their  situation,  their 
wants,  and  their  wishes.  Their  delegates  had  now  executed 
their  mission,  and  began  to  prepare  for  their  return.  After  al- 
lowing a  decent  interval  of  a  few  days,  tliey  attended  on  tlic 
minister,  for  the  last  time,  to  learn,  if  they  could,  his  determi- 
nation, and  to  take  what  may  be  called  tlieir  audience  of  leave. 
In  this  conversation,  as  in  every  former  one,  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  were  powerfully  enforced  and  impressed  on  the  mind 
of  the  minister  in  language  sti*onger  than  is  often  used  to  men 
in  his  high  station,  and  which  would  most  probably  have  shock- 
ed the  delicacy  of  a  gentleman  usher.  He  was  given  to  under- 
stand, in  terms  that  were  scarcely  e<|ui  vocal,  that  the  peace  of 
Ireland,  or,  in  other  words,  the  submission  of  the  Catholics,  de- 
pended on  the  measures  which  government  might  adopt  on  their 
behalf.  Tet,  the  cool  and  guarded  temper  of  the  minister  was 
■ot  to  be  disturbed,  and,  though  he  heard  them  with  attention, 
•ad,  apparently,  at  times*  with  emotion,  he  was  not  to  be  driven 
Iram  the  diplomatic  caution,  behind  which  he  had  carefully  in- 
tawehed  hiniself.  After  much  of  that  general  language,  which 
it  Tcmpcnlar  in  official  stations,  the  delegates  were  told,  that 
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Ills  Majesty  was  ttaslblc  of  tlicir  loyalty  and  attaclimcnt  to 
the  principle  of  the  constitutiDii ;  that*  in  consequence,  they 
slionld  be  reconimcndcil  in  ttie  speecli  from  tliv  Uiranc  at  the 
u|>eiiiiig  of  the  iaipeiiding  sc-ssion,  anil  that  ministers  in  Kng- 
laitd  dwiiivd  approbation  and  Hup{>ort  from  tiicm,  only  in  pru- 
portion  to  tlic  mcasurv  of  rclid'  allbrtlvd.   If  t)ie  elasticity  of 
tills  answer,  which  would  dilate  or  compress  to  any  magni- 
ttidv,  did  not  appear  entirely  Mittisfactury  to  the  plain  and  un- 
coarlly  uiidcititandingH  of  the  dclcgalcH,  they  were  tuld,  and, 
]irobably,  nitli  some  truth,  that  the  minister  had  gone  farther 
than  custom  in  similar  circumstances   would  warrant ;  and 
that,  pi-cscrving  the  decorum  due  to  Uie  independent  govcra- 
uieiit  and  legislature  in  Ireland,  more  could  not.  with  proprie- 
ty, be  said  on  tlie  one  hand,  or  reijuirctl  on  tbo  other.   With 
this  answer  they  were  forced  to  bo  content,  and  they  satisfietl 
thcmsehtH  in  the  i-etlection  that  nothing  on  tbcirpart  had  been 
left  undone  to  procure  one  more  definite. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  consider  of  the  report  which 
alionld  be  mailc  to  tiieir  constituents  in  Ireland.  The  expres- 
aions  of  the  minister,  according  to  all  received  rules  of  con- 
Btructiun,  were  to  be  taken  most  strongly  against  himself ;  the 
King  was  sensible  of  their  loyalty ;  they  were  to  be  liberally 
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many  Mr.  Devereux,  of  Wexford,  who  remained  in  London  as 
a  kind  of  Chargi  d'affaires. 

The  opening  of  the  session  of  1793  was,  perhai^s,  as  cintical 
a  period  as  had  occurred  for  a  century  in  Ireland.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  regulation  above  mentioned,  every  country  gen- 
tleman delegated  for  either  county  or  city,  was  now  a  member  of 
the  sub-committee,  and  the  anxiety  which  they  felt  for  the  event 
of  a  question,  in  which  their  dearest  interests  and  warmest 
hopes  were  so  deeply  involved,  had  detained  a  number  of  tlie 
most  active,  spirited,  and  intelligent  of  the  Catliolic  gentry  in 
town  during  the  whole  period  of  the  absence  of  their  deputation. 
On  their  return,  the  sub-committee  was,  in  consequence,  very 
diligently  attended,  and  the  process  of  the  measures  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics,  was  very  fully  investigated,  and, 
on  several  material  points,  debated  in  crowded  meetings,  and 
with  considerable  heat 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Committee,  in  December, 
and  for  some  time  after,  administration  in  Ireland  was  in  a  state 
of  deplorable  depression  and  dismay.  Already  stunned  with  the 
rode  shock  received  from  the  Catholics,  the  minister,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  was  a  perfect  model  of  conciliatory  concession. 
To  the  astonishment  of  the  nation,  the  principle  of  parliament- 
ary reform  was  asserted  unanimously  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  admitted  without  a  struggle,  almost  without  a  sigh, 
by  administration.  The  people  seemed  to  have  but  to  demand 
and  to  obtain  their  long  withheld  rights,  and  sanguine  men  be- 
gan to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  constitution  of  their  country 
would,  at  length,  be  restored  to  its  theoretical  simplicity  and 
justice,  and  all  its  impurities  be  purged  away.  But  this  vision, 
so  bright  in  the  perspective,  was  soon  dispelled,  and  the  nation, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  short  weeks,  awakened  from  its  fancied 
triumph  over  inveterate  corruption,  to  a  very  solid  and  sub- 
stantial system  of  coercion.  To  follow,  in  detail,  many  of  tlie 
measures  which  materially  contributed  to  tiiis  sudden  and  un« 
expected,  change  would  now  be,  at  best,  useless,  perhaps  pre- 
jvdicial ;  yet,  truth  requires  that  some  of  them  should  be  de- 
Tdoped ;  the  investigation  of  past  errors,  if  it  cannot  recall  lost 
opportonity,  may,  at  least,  prevent  their  repetition  in  similar 

should  such  ever  recur  again. 
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The  aoliil  strength  of  tlie  people  was  tlipir  union-  In  De- 
cember, the  Calhulics  hail  thiinilcreil  out  tlicir  demands,  tlio 
iin[>erious,  because  unanimous,  i*cquisition  uf  3,000,000  of  men  ; 
the;  were  supported  by  all  tlie  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the 
DiHscntcrs,  Dumourier  was  in  Bi'abaiit,  Holland  was  prostrate 
befDi-c  bini;  even  London,  to  the  impetuous  ardor  of  the  Frendli 
did  not  appear  at  an  immcasni'ablG  ilistaiicc ;  tlie  stocks  wen 
trembling;  war  seemed  inevitable;  the  minister  was  embar- 
rassed ;  and,  under  thosccircumstances,  it  wao  idle  to  think 
that  be  woiilil  risque  the  domestic  peace  of  Ireland  to  maintain 
a  system  of  monopoly,  utterly  useless  to  Ida  views.  The  Catlio- 
lies  well  knew  tbis ;  tbey  well  knew  tbcir  own  strengtli  and 
the  weakness  of  their  enemies ;  and  tliei-efore  it  was  that  the 
8ub-committec  derided  the  empty  bluster  of  the  Grand  Juries, 
and  did  not  fear,  in  the  moment  that  they  stigmatized  the  ail- 
tninistration,  to  approach  their  Sovereign  witli  a  dernniid  nt 
unlimited  emancipation.  Happy  had  the  same  derided  npirit 
continued  to  actuate  their  councils.  But  it  would  be  rrnitlcm 
to  deny  what  it  is  imjrassible  to  coucc,il.  Froiii  whatever  ciuiflB 
the  system  was  changed,  the  simple  universality  of  dcnwiid 
was  subjected  tu  discussiiin,  and,  from  the  moment  of  the  firat 
interview  witli  the  minister  of  Ireland,  tlic  popular  miml  became 
retrograde,  the  confidence  of  administration  and  their  strength 
returned,  and  the  same  session  which  afforded  a  mutilatedi 
though  important  relief  tu  the  Catholics,  carries  on  its  records 
a  militia  hill,  a  gun]M)\vdcr  act,  and  an  act  fur  the  siip]in;asioii 
of  tumultuous  assemblies.  These  bills  ai-e  now  the  law  of  the 
land.  In  times  like  the  present,  it  is  not  safe  to  descant  on 
their  merits  ;  they  will  be  appreciated  by  the  fair  and  impartial 
judgment  of  posterity.  But,  though  a  critical  investigation  nt 
their  excellencies,  however  curious  or  interesting,  be,  for  the 
present,  denied  to  him  who  feels  himself  indignantly  bound  by 
tlieir  extensive  operation,  it  is  not  yet,  i>erhaps,  criminal  to  re- 
late, historically,  in  a  work  like  the  present,  tlie  progress  of  mea- 
sures so  closely  connected  with  the  Catholic  question,  or  to 
conjecture  at  tlie  probable  views  of  those  who  plaimcd, 
who  supported,  and  those  who  connived  at  those  famousatatu 

The  General  Committee  had  framed  their  demand  for  \ 
emancipation  :  their  instructions  to  tlie  deputation  had  be* 
adhere  to  tlic  spirit  of  the  petition.  These  instructions  ] 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  gs 

been  faithfully  observed^  perhaps  exceeded,  in  every  inter- 
view m'ith  the  British  minister.  Even  in  the  unimportant  cir- 
conistance  of  the  day  of  their  introduction,  they  had  refused 
to  consult  Iiis  convenience  or  his  caprice,  and  they  parted  from 
him  witli  a  reiteration  of  the  principle  which,  in  every  conversa* 
tion,  tliey  had  maintained,  that  nothing  short  of  total  emanci- 
pation would  be  esteemed  satisfactory  by  tlie  Catliolics  of  Ire- 
land. But,  when  they  had  returned,  having  executed  tlie  ob- 
ject of  their  mission,  certain  it  is,  tliat  this  unaccommodating 
qiirit  relaxed,  and  something  of  a  more  conciliatory  nature, 
and  a  system  of  less  extensive  demand,  appeared  to  pervade 
the  councils  of  the  Catholics.  In  the  first  interview  with  the 
Irish  minister,  tlie  two  houses  of  Parliament  were  at  once  given 
up,  and  the  question  began  to  be,  not  how  much  must  be  conced- 
ed, but  how  much  might  be  withheld.  So  striking  a  change  did 
not  escape  tlie  vigilance  of  administration ;  they  instantly  reco- 
vered from  the  panic  which  had  led  them  into  such  indiscreet, 
and*  as  it  now  apiieared,  unnecessary,  concessions  at  tlie  ojiening 
of  Parliament ;  tliey  dexterously  seduced  the  Catholics  into  the 
strong  ground  of  negotiation,  so  well  known  to  tliemselves, 
so  little  to  their  adversaries ;  they  pi*ocras1inatcd,  and  they  dis- 
tinguished, they  started  doubts,  they  pleaded  difficulties ;  the 
measure  of  relief  was  gradually  curtailed,  and,  during  the  te- 
dious and  anxious  progress  of  discussion,  whilst  the  Catholic 
mind,  their  hopes  and  fears,  were  unremittingly  intent  on  the 
process  of  their  bill,  which  was  obviously  and  designedly  sus- 
pended, the  acts  already  commemorated  were  driven  through 
both  houses  with  tlie  utmost  impetuosity,  and,  with  the  most  cor- 
dial and  unanimous  concurrence  of  all  parties,  received  the 
royal  assent 

This  negotiation,  however,  did  not  proceed  without  serious 
opposition  amongst  tlie  Catholics  themselves.  Many  warm  de- 
bates ocGUTed  in  the  sub-committee,  and  several  of  the  mem- 
bers strenuously  resisted  the  idea  of  compromising  the  general 
demand.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  could  it  now  be  useful  to  de- 
tail these  various  combats,  in  which  the  same  ground  was 
fiwght  over  again  and  again,  with  equal  obstinacy  and  the 
same  success.  It  may  suffice  to  give  the  substance  of  one  debate, 
tt  a  specimen. 


gi 


UPE  OF 


During  the  progms  of  the  bill,  the  minister  having  sent  For 
the  gcntlemi'ii  apitointcd  to  romniunicate  with  him,  informed 
them  th»t  lie  coulil  not  pretexil  to  answer  for  the  success  of  the 
hill,  unless  he  was  enabled,  from  authoritj',  to  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion pi-fli»ose*l  to  him  by  a  noble  Lonl  in  debate,  "  Whether  the 
Calholirswoiildbesatisfiedwith  the  measure  of  relief  intended.'** 
By  •'satisfied/' he  meant  that  the  public  mind  should  not  be  irri- 
tated iu  the  manner  ithad  been  for  some  time  back ;  he  did  not 
mofin  to  say.  that  future  applications  might  not  be  madej  but, 
if  they,  the  Catholics,  would  not.  fur  the  present,  be  satisfied, 
it  were  hettei-  to  make  a  stand  liei-e  than  to  concede,  and  there- 
by to  give  them  strength,  by  which  they  might  be  able  fartlier 
to  embarrass  administration — perhaps  next  session.  This  was 
pretty  strong  language  frmn  the  minister,  (Secretary  Bobart,) 
and  very  unlike  what  he  had  held  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
but  the  asjiecl  of  the  political  hemisphere  had  been  materially 
altei-ed  in  that  shurt  space.  The  very  night  before  this  inter- 
view, the  House  of  Cummnns  had  voted  an  army  of  20,000, 
and  a  militia  of  16,0D0  men,  a  measure  in  which  the  opposition 
party  had  outrun  the  hopes,  and,  almost,  the  wishes  of  admiiu 
istration.  Every  measure  for  stivngthening  the  hands  of  go- 
vernment vsas  adopted  by  one  party  with  even  more  eager- 


THEODALD  WOLFE  TO\E. 


1)3 


thoae  who  ftrgueil  in  tlie  atRrmative,  stated,  timt  tlic  people 
out  of  doom  Hofild  ilisQwii  them  if  tiiey  were,  after  liriiiging 
tlie  question  thus  Tar  pruMpcrouNly,  nnw  ta  rcTuse  purcliasiiig  a 
bill  CQQVc^ving  ttuch  solitl  UtMit'.fitM  utwi  clieapapricv.  Tiiatthe 
ninuter  did  not  say  the  Catlmlkx  were  tu  acijuiesce  for  ever 
snd«r  tbc  mcasurtw  intciided,  but  unty  that  the  |mbtic  mind 
•bould  not  be  irrttHted  ;  that  every  accessioi]  of  strongUi  ena- 
kled  them  tlit.^  better  to  srciirc  the  remainder;  that,  \«  hut  was 
now  (tlTercil  might  be  accepted,  and,  under  the  terms  of  Uiu 
iiti|tula(iun,  applicution  migbl,  in  two  or  three  yearn,  be  mails 
Idr  what  s^^s  uitltbold  ;  tli:vt  noniati  cuuld  deny  that  Uic  prc- 
MRt  bill  afforded  substantia)  relief;  that  tbe  members  wbu 
might  Autter  by  wltat  was  refused,  were  very  few,  in  comparl- 
flon  with  tliose  \\  ho  would  bv  Matirtfiud  witli  wliat  was  granted ; 
tbaL  luking  the  bench  ox  an  example,  few  Catholic  luwyers  could 
be,  even  in  (H>int  of  Htanding,  fit  for  that  station  in  many  years, 
long  before  which  time,  it  was  presumed,  all  distinctions  would 
Iw  doge  away ;  tliat,  as  lo  wuU  in  Pat'lJamcnt,  if  all  distiiic* 
tions  between  tlie  M'cta  were  at  that  momuDt  abolished,  no 
CftUKilic  grutleuitin  won  pre|>ared,  by  rreelioldersorutherwise, 
fitr  mu  imuiediuto  raiitC5<t ;  so  that,  in  case  of  ageneral  eIe<;tion, 
inuncdiately,  the  Protcfitant  gentry  must  coinu  in  without  op- 
pusitiun  ;  tliat  a  few  years  Mould  alter  tliJK,  and  enable  Uiu 
Catlioltcn  to  make  their  arrangements  so  as  to  engnge  in  tlie 
.awtcst  on  equal  terms;  that,  what  was  giren  by  the  bill,  and 
^■Hl||iJarly  the  right  wf  elective  rranchise,  was  au  infallible 
^^^^KtaT  tiiitaining  all  tliat  reniaine<l  tieltind ;  it  was  again  and 
^^^^^br«SMd,  and  relied  on,  that  tlie  people  would  not  be  wilJi 
VPRtho  w  auld  n-Ject  it ;  and,  finally,  it  was  asked,  under  those 
circuaulanccs,  were  tlicy  prepared  for  tlie  consequencei)  of  a 
rcfiual,  Uiat  is,  ••  Were  Ihey  ivMly  to  lake  the  tented  field  J*' 

Tu  Unw  arguments,  wfiicli  were  certainly  of  gn*at cogency, 
it  wan  replied,  ••That  what  had  been  once  dctcnuincd  by  (lie 
general  will  of  the  CaUiuli's  of  IrelaiHl.  amembU'd,  could  nut 
be  rcvcnicd  by  pcrsunH  uien.-ly  appointed  In  carry  tliat  will  in- 
tu  executiuo :  that  Ibn  Hub-cuniinittce  had  not  even  the  ]>ower 
otdiwu^Ming  the  miuiiili'r'M  pnipiMitiou;  that,  if  (be  Cadiulics 
nre  atill  to  be  kept  from  an  etjual  share  of  ()i«  beiicfil-'i  of  tlM 
oonetitatiiia,  it  «u  nut  fur  tbem  (u  sanction  Ihe  csclu-^iun  by 
eoTKUiring  Ihcmt»c1vcs  in  the  principle;  that  it  wuutd  ill  be- 


90 


LUi;  OF 


cooe  them  uovr,  when  they  had  obtained  the  roya]  a{iprobation 
of  ihcir  claims,  whrn  Uiey  had  the  siip[K)rt  of  Uii'  ciitin:  nortb^ 
and  m  many  respectable  ■neeting.t  of  Uicir  Protestant  bi-ethren, 
joined  to  their  owu  united  and  coni[tact  strciigtii,  to  ask  less 
than  tlirf  had  unanimously  done  iii  December  last,  when  m 
many  fortunate  <nrciimstance9  had  not  yet  concun-iMl  in  thcJr 
favor:  that  the  proposal  under  debate  had  originated  with  men 
who  had  ever  been  enemies  to  the  Calhotirs,  and  wan  now 
brought  forward,  evidently,  witli  a  view  to  ilislrnrt  and  divide 
them  :  that  the  people  would  support  the  Hub-committee,  which 
might  be  inferred  from  the  uRivernal  approbation  which  tbo 
resolution  of  the  General  Committee  to  go  for  complete  eman> 
cipation  had  given  to  tUI  raiilm  and  dcwriptions  of  Catliolics  j 
that  they  were  unable  to  cope  with  their  enemies  in  the  intri- 
cate arts  of  negotiation :  but  that,  if  the  minister  persisted  in  de- 
siring that  expi-ession  of  Bati^factioii  which  the  siib-committce 
neitlier  could  nor  ought  to  give,  he  should  be  told  that  the 
General  Committee  would  be  summoned,  the  mention  of  which 
would  pt-obably  deter  him  from  pressing  it  further  ;  that,  as  to 
'  taking  the  tented  field,*  such  language  was  not  to  be  held  out 
to  an  unarmed  people,  pursuing  their  Just  rights,  and  nsing^ 
and  desii-ing  to  u.se.  no  other  weajnns  tlian  a  sulky,  unaccom* 
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K-^bnrtivc  of  llic  genrral  inh-rcst.  »nd  tlic  wimlciimcessorth* 
T'^nBiofi  juMifinl  kU  nagadty.  Tin-  expression  of  natisfttction 
L  *«.  thcn-ron".  no  Jongev  re<]trireil,  ami  tliP  bill  procccdnl  in 
"  c  UMial  TiinnA. 

But,  wliil*-  it  wnKtn  progress  through  the  H'luse  of  Com- 
noiM.  a  very  •MM-ioux  lifiiw  viiw  wtnick  at  the  hopes  of  tho  Ca- 
tholics and  IIk  honorof  the  HuU-rnmitiilti^p  in  \\iv  Hnuse-  of  Lnrdii. 
i  nnble  peer,  [Lord  Filxgibbon.)  high  in  legal  statiun,  anil  tu 
I  wit  envj  herwlf  otin  iltiny  thi*  praisit  of  conRiotenry  on 
Ptesnbject  of  Catholimnnnripntion,  lia<I.  mrly  In  the  iicssion, 
N-iarrd  lii»  oppuiutton  in  ti-i-ni^of  thcbitterestini-cctivr!.  Verjr 
ihortly  aflcr,  aflMintagr  wax  taken  nf  Uie  riutous  and  tumuitu* 
H  outrages  coinniilteil  fay  tiie  rahblo  in  rcrtittn  countirK,  and 
R  ranmiltcr  of  secrtcy  wan  nppninted  by  the  Lordn,  to  inquire 
■into  the  rnusos  of  the  ilisonlei-s  and  distiirhances  whirli  prevail- 
«il  in  several  part)*  of  tlir  kingdom.    In  duo  tiino  this  commit- 
*>  pnblitheil  a  rcjiort,  whoRc  ohjert  was  two-fold  ;  to  attach  a 
jTtptrinn  on  tiic  mtml  nctivc  uiembcT!!  of  Ute  Nub -committee  of 
havlDg  fomviitcd  (hos'C  di^tui-bunces,  and  to  mnvey  a  charge 
Btllr  nlion  of  high  treason  on  certain  corps  of  volunteiers,  par- 
HtilaHy  in  Belfast,  preparatiry  la  disartning  or  utheruise 
jupprcMning  tliat  faraiidabtc  body.  In  the  Pimt  of  these  schemes, 
■r  juithora  of  the  measure  completely  failetl ;  in  tlic  last,  tbey 
IttT  hilt  loo  xarcrssfnl. 

[  On  tiff  merits  of  tlial  report.  I  ftin,  uith  deep  reluctance, 

mprlled  to  refrain,   1'ltc  exaniplej)  which  I  have  seen  of  vic- 

□  iinrnrgiving  revenge  of  offlrntled  privilege,  force  me 

»  bury  in  nileiire  tlie  ardent  gpirit  of  rc)*entnient  which  I  feel. 

Iiat  Mngle  man  wilt  again  lir  ftiund  to  encounter  the  strong 

I  of  pnwrr  for  a  country  that  would  suffer  him  to  rot  in  a 

When  I  refloct  on  tJiat  publication  »  thousand  ideas 

i«d  at  nncr  iniu  ny  mind,  and  struggle  fcra  vent.    Pcr^ 

n|»  a  tune  may  ronw  '—    — 

Thr  swb-committee  cnnld  not  overlook  an  Attack  of  so  very 

rioiis  a  nainn-,   containing  charges   which,   if  cstablisihed, 

bnnlil  anhjert  thetn  to  pirnaJtioi  of  llie  severest  kind.    Tlieir 

fcrelary,  (Hirfinnf  M'Connirii,  Esq.)  a  man  nnivertally  re- 

Kcted  in  pubtir  and  in  private,  life,  was  moro  peculiarly 

•ketl  out.  and  ilwogh  tl  night  be  Uinngbl  that  such  diarge*. 

1  all  fmiiMled.  should  Ik  inirtanUy  followed  by  crimitial  prow 

Var..  I — M 
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cution,  and  that,  wlici-c  no  such  pruseculiori  ilitl  cnxue,  it  wi» 
probable  tliat  no  fuunJation  existed  iVir  the  imiiutatioii ;  yet, 
tlie  Bub-committce,  knowing,  in  thu  pending  state  of  the  Catiio- 
lic  bill,  how  severely  a  stigma  like  that  convejcd  in  tlie  raport 
luigbt  affect  their  dearest  hopes ;  atid  conjecturing  that  surji 
was  the  object  of  the  frainers  of  that  paper,  ilet«rmined  to  give 
it  an  immediate  answer,  disclaiming,  in  the  most  solemn  maa- 
ncr,  every  article  uf  the  charges  alleged  against  them,  and 
tcnileiing  themselves.  Uieir  publications,  and  ( heir  accounts,  l» 
the  most  severe  and  public  scrutiny  that  tlic  malice  of  their 
enemies  could  devise.  Ilieir  Secretary  likewise  published  a 
separate  defence,  in  which  he  very  fully  explained  tliose  cil^ 
cutnatanres,  which,  were  they  not  contained  in  arepwloFa 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  might  be  said  to  be  grooitjr 
and  wilfully  misstated.  Vet,  the  defence  of  ttie  sub-cotnmitto^ 
and  the  vindication  of  the  Secretary,  were  languid,  compared 
with  former  publications.  The  body  nnd  (he  individual  were 
confined  to  a  defensive  war,  and  obliged  to  parry,  wjtliodt 
returning  the  blow  ;  a  situation  more  severe  to  an  honorable 
mind  cannot  well  be  imagined.  The  felon  in  the  dock  has  hie 
irons  knocked  off,  that  his  mind  may  be  free  for  bis  defeocK 
The  sufa-cnmmittee  were  arraigned  at  the  hai*  of  their  countiT' 
witli  their  hands  manacled,  their  feet  shackled,  ami  the  haltv 
of  undefined  privileges  dangling  on  their  necks. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  measure  of  Catholic  relief  had 
Jiow  taken  such  deep  root  that  it  was  not  to  be  subverted  erm 
by  this  storm.  The  bill,  after  a  long  and  tedious  discussion  of 
several  weeks,  at  length  passed  the  Ilou«c  of  Commons,  and 
was  transmitted  to  the  Lords.  Through  that  house  it  alM 
passed,  without  alteration,  receiving,  however,  in  its  transit, 
one  more  scvei-e  philippic  from  the  exalted  character  who  had, 
with  undeviating  consistency,  condemned  the  measures  intend- 
ed for  Catholic  relief  in  this  and  tlic  preceding  session ;  and, 
finally,  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1703,  it  received,  with  the 
UMual  solemnities,  the  royal  assent. 

It  wonld.  in  a  work  like  the  present,  be  imiKxiaible  to  da 
justice  to  the  talents  displayed  in  suppoi-t  of  the  CathtiUc 
claims  by  all  their  advocates  in  Parliament.  It  would  be  in- 
vidious, perhaps,  to  make  a  selection,  yet  tlie  self-iove  of  iioi>r 
amongst  them  will  be  wounded  by  the  acknowledgment  ofij 
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upeiior  talents  manifested  by  Mr.  Grattan.  He  was  the  early, 
tbf  steady,  and  the  inderatigable  friend  of  Catliolic  emancipa- 
tion. The  splendor  of  his  talents  reflected  a  light  u{)on  their 
cause  in  the  darkest  moments  of  its  depression.  To  that  great 
object  he  bent  tlie  undivided  powers  of  his  mind,  and  did  not 
temple  to  liazard  his  popularity  by  a  manly  declaration  in 
tbeir  favor,  at  a  time  when  tiie  tide  of  popular  clamor  ran  most 
strongly  against  them,  and  when  his  own  constituents  were 
fiiremost  in  the  cry.  He  saw  that  clamor  subside  at  his  feet ; 
the  voice  of  truth  and  reason  prevailed  over  tlie  storm,  and 
the  same  man  had  the  rare  and  unexampled  good  fortune  to  be 
foremost  in  restoring  a  people  to  the  constitution,  as  he  had 
been  in  restoring  a  constitution  to  the  people. 

A  copy  of  the  bill  is  subjoined.  By  one  comprehensive 
clause  all  penalties,  forfeitures,  disabilities,  and  incapacities,  are 
removed ;  the  property  of  the  Catliolic  is  completely  discharg- 
ed from  the  restraints  and  limitations  of  tiie  penal  laws,  and 
their  libci*ty,  in  a  great  measure,  restored,  by  the  restoration 
of  the  riglit  of  elective  franchise,  so  long  withheld,  so  ardently 
pursued.  The  right  of  self  defence  is  established  by  the  restor- 
ation of  the  privilege  to  carry  arms,  subject  to  a  restraint, 
which  does  not  seem  unreasonable,  as  excluding  none  but  the 
very  lowest  onlers.  The  unjust  and  unreasonable  distinctions 
aflfecting  Catholics,  as  to  service  on  grand  and  petty  juries,  are 
done  away ;  the  army,  navy,  and  all  offices  and  places  of  trust 
are  opened  to  them,  subject  to  exceptions  hereafter  mentioned. 
Catholics  may  be  masters  or  fellows  of  any  college  hereafter 
to  be  founded,  subject  to  two  conditions,  tliat  such  college  be 
a  member  of  the  University,  and  that  it  be  not  founded  exclu* 
savely  for  the  education  of  Catholics.  Tliey  may  be  members 
of  any  lay  body  corporate,  except  Trinity  college,  any  law, 
statute,  or  by-law,  of  such  corporation  to  tlie  contrary,  not- 
withstanding. Tiiey  may  obtain  dcgi'ees  in  tlic  University  of 
Dublin.  Tliese,  and  some  lesser  immunities  and  privileges, 
constitute  the  grant  of  the  bill,  tiie  value  of  which  will  be  best 
ascertained  by  referring  to  the  petition.  From  comparison,  it 
will  appear,  that  every  complaint  recited  has  been  attended  to ; 
arerj  grievance  speafied  has  been  removed.  Yet,  the  pray- 
«F  of  the  petition  was  for  general  relief.  The  bill  is  not 
masUwAn  with  the  prayer.  The  measure  •f  redress  must. 
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however,  be  rstimatcd  by  tlic  extent  nf  the  previous  su&crtiig 
uul  dcgrailiition  of  the  Catholics  set  forth  by  themselves,  and; 
in  this  point  at  view,  the  bill  will  undoubtedly  justify  those 
who  aihnittcil  Ihiit  it  aAui'ded  sotid  nnd  substantial  relief. 

But.  though  many  and  most  ini^Kirtaiit  pnvileges  were  non* 
secured  to  the  Catholics,  it  will  appear  that  much  has  been 
withheld,  and  withheld  in  the  manner  most  offensive  to  their 
feelings,  because  tlie  bill  admitting  the  lower  orders  of  tho 
Catholic  people  to  atl  tlie  advaiitnges  of  the  constitution  which 
they  are  competent  to  enjoy,  excludes  llic  whole  body  of  their 
gentry  I'l-oni  itmse  fiitictions,  which  they  are  naturally  entitled 
tofitl.  A  strange  inconsistency  !  Ihiring  the  whole  progress  of 
the  Cathrdic  fjuestion,  a fe-vorite  and  plausible  topic  with  theif 
enemies,  was  tlie  ignorance  luid  bigotry  of  the  multitude,  which 
rendered  them  incompetent  to  exercise  the  functions  of  fi-ee- 
mcn.  That  ignoi-anre  and  liigotry  arc  now  admillcd  into  the 
boRom  of  the  constituiion,  whilst  all  the  learning  and  liberality, 
t]>e  rank  and  the  fortune,  the  pride  and  pre-eminence,  of  tho 
Catholics,  are  degraded  from  their  station,  and  stigmatized  by 
act  of  Pari  i anient. 

"A  Catholic  may  not  be"— (Sec  act  of  Olh  April,  1793, 
from  page  33.  line  4.  to  page  Z6,  line  ].] 
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granted  should  have  been  refused.  There  is  an  inconsistency 
not  to  be  explained  on  any  principle  of  reason  or  justice,  in  ad- 
mitting tlie  alleged  ignorance  and  bigotry  and  numbers  of  the 
Catholics  into  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  and  excluding  all 
the  birth*  rank,  property  and  talents.  By  granting  the  fran- 
chise, and  withholding  seats  in  Parliament,  tlie  Catliolic  gentry 
are  at  once  compelled  and  enabled  to  act  with  effect  as  a  dis- 
tinct body*  and  a  separate  interest  Tlicy  receive  a  bcnelit 
with  one  hand,  and  a  blow  with  tlie  other,  and  their  rising 
gratitude  is  checked  by  their  just  resentment ;  a  resentment 
which  in  the  same  moment  they  obtain  the  means  and  the  pi-o- 
vocation  to  justify.  If  it  was  not  intended  to  emancipate  them 
also,  they  should  have  been  debarred  of  all  share  of  political 
power.  Will  they  not  say  that  they  have  received  just  so  much 
liberty  as  will  enable  them  to  serve  the  intci*ests  of  others  ?  to 
be  useful  freeholders  and  convenient  voters,  artificei-s  of  the 
greatness  and  power  in  which  they  must  not  share,  subalteiti 
instruments  in  the  elevation  of  those  who  tlieir  honest  pi-ido 
(ells  them  arc  in  no  respect  better  tlian  themselves  >  A  molli- 
fying state  of  degradation  to  men  of  ardent  spirit  and  gcnci'ous 
feelings!  As  the  law  now  stands,  a  Catholic  gentleman  of  tho 
£rst  rank  and  fortune  is,  in  a  {lolitical  point  of  view,  inferior 
to  the  meanest  of  his  tenants  ;  combining  their  situation  and 
their  feelings,  thep  are  fully  emancipated,  he  drags  along  ai» 
unseemly  and  galling  link  of  his  ancient  ciiain* 

An  attempt  was  made  to  do  justice  to  the  Catholics,  to  pre- 
serve the  consistency  of  Plarliamcnt,  and  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion his  MajeMy's  paternal  wish  for  the  comi>lete  union  cif  all 
his  subjects  in  suppoil  of  tlie  established  constitution.  On  the 
day  of  the  committal  of  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  tiio 
Hon.  George  Knox,  member  for  Dungannon,  moved  that  tho 
committee  be  empowei'ed  to  receive  a  clause  to  make  it  lawful 
for  CatlioUcs  to  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament.  The  justice  and 
Biaghanimity  of  the  principle  were  supported  by  tiie  spirit  and 
ability  of  the  mover*  who,  in  a  strain  of  eloquence,  iinansv/er- 
•d«  because  unanswerable,  enforced  the  wisdom  of  the  measurr; 
and  the  claims  of  the  Catliolics  by  arguments,  drawn,  not 
■erdy  from  local  or  temporary  topics,  but  from  the  principles 
of  good  government,  and  the  feelings  and  natui-e  of  man.  What* 
Odd  he^  is  the  object  of  this  bill  ?  To  admit  the  CatiioHr^  tr< 
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Mine  degree  of  civil  libertj'.  On  what  prindplc  Ukd,  with 
vhat  object  have  you  singled  out  tliat  ponioti,  whicli  jrou  ara 
about  to  concede  ?  (Vide  UibcmUn  Journal,  March  Itttli, 
1793.  Sdcol.  Sd  jiarngrapb. )  It  will  not  murbiiDpradilbeabili- 
tie!)  or  the  opiMsera  of  tlic  motion  tu  nar,  that  to  tlwae  argunieots 
they  were  unable  to  reply.  It  does  not,  huwerer,  always  hap* 
pen  that  the  weight  of  argument  roncura  with  the  weight  of 
members.  NotwithHtanding  th«  powerful  exertionsorihe  Tricnds 
to  Catholic  emanet])atioii,  and  the  talents  tiiey  are  known  t» 
posAcss,  aud  which  were  never  dutplayed  in  grrnter  lustre,  thk 
motion  was  lost  by  a  very  lai^  majority,  sercnty-one  ineiB' 
berit  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  no  less  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty>five  in  the  negative.  Yet,  even  this  dereat.  comput- 
ed with  tlic  lu.tt  ACRition  of  Hariiament,  wan  a  victory.  But  -^ 
men  could  then  be  found  to  vote  for  receiving  a  pctitioa  whict^ 
in  effect,  asked  for  tiotliing  :  now  seventy-one  members,  con- 
stituting a  great  poition  nf  the  character,  the  property,  and, 
above  all.  the  talents  of  the  house,  voted  for  the  complete  ad- 
mission  of  the  Catholics  (o  the  privileges  of  the  constitution. 

The  denial  of  tlic  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament  iitnow, 
undoubtedly,  tlie  chief  grievance  of  the  Catliolics  of  Ireland. 
Anotlier  function,  from  which  they  are  excluded,  isof  material 
imnort.  They  may  not  be  high  hhenR^iiorsuh-sherifla  ;  an  ex- 
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From  another  functioiiy  and  of  considerable  importance^ 
Catholics  are  yet  excluded  in  fact»  though  not  in  express  terms. 
Bj  the  bill,  «*they  may  be  members  of  any  lay  body  corporate, 
any  rule  or  by-law  to  tbe  contrary,  notwithstanding."  But 
this  is,  in  effect,  a  nugatory  license.  There  are  but  three  ways 
of  obtaining  freedom  of  coi-porations,  by  birth,  by  service,  or 
by  special  grace.  From  tlie  first.  Catholics  are  excluded,  for 
their  fathers,  for  generations  back,  have  been  slaves.  From 
the  second,  they  are  excluded,  because  it  has  been  hitherto  a 
part  of  the  oatli  of  a  freeman,  that  he  would  take  as  an  appren* 
tice  no  bondman's  son,  a  clause  which  effectually  shuts  out  the 
Catholics.  The  third  door  may  be  opened  by  the  liberality  of 
Protestant  corporators ;  but,  in  this  instance,  our  laws  have 
outniQ  our  manners.  In  the  metropolis,  the  vigilant  bigotry 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  has  been  successfully  exerted  to 
cffirrt  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  perpetuate  the  exclusion 
of  Catholics,  and  this  unworthy  spirit  has  been  manifested  in 
the  refusal  of  their  freedom  to  some  who  have  passed  through 
the  ordeal  of  their  respective  guilds,  among  whom  are  men  of 
character  and  respectability,  equal  to  any,  not  merely  in  tlie 
eorporation,  but  in  the  community.  The  unbounded  influence 
which  administration  is  known  to  possess  in  that  body,  ren» 
ders  this  conduct,  in  this  instance,  the  moi'e  paradoxical,  and 
it  certainly  wears  a  great  appearance  of  insincerity,  to  grant  the 
Catholics  a  valuable  privilege,  and,  in  the  very  same  moment 
to  render  them  incapable  to  avail  themselves  of  its  benefits. 

It  is  not  my  wish  to  aggravate  discontent,  by  dwelling  on 
those  parts  of  the  bill  which  have  disappointed  tlie  Catliolic 
hope.  Some  of  tliem  are  above,  and  some  of  them  below,  tlie 
gmral  contemplation.  Those  parts  which  I  have  selected  are, 
in  form,  offensive  to  the  feelings,  and,  in  substance,  subversive 
of  the  interests  of  the  Catholic  body.  But,  the  radical  and  fun- 
damental defect  of  the  bill  is,  that  it  still  tends  to  perpetuate 
distinctions,  and,  by  consequence,  disunion  amongst  the  peo- 
ple. While  a  single  fibre  of  the  old  penal  code,  that  cancer  in 
<he  bosom  of  the  country,  is  permitted  to  exist,  ihe  mischief  is 
¥nt  suspended,  not  removed,  the  principle  of  contamination  re- 
mains behind  and  propagates  itselL  Palliatives  may,  for  a 
nUle,  keep  the  disease  at  bay,  but  a  sound  and  firm  constitu- 
tfoB  can  only  be  rastored  by  its  total  extirpation. 


Srqiiel  of  the  Coaliiiuation  of  the  Life  of  T.  W.  ToSE, 
Editor. 

On  reviewing  the  transactions  ilctailed  in  this  impnrtaitt 
fragment,  tlio  cauws  of  tlio  suililcii  and  unfortunate  change 
Triiich  shortly  followed,  will  remain  no  longer  n  mystery.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  course  of  the  jear  1793.  the  pii>gi*ess  of  tlie 
Catholic  interest  had  hern  rapid  and  decisirc:  nt  its  cIohp.  the 
government  of  li-clatid  seemed  paralysed,  and  the  General  Con- 
luitlcc,  supported  by  tlip  whole  power  of  the  Oinsentors,  anil  liy 
all  the  liheml  Pi-otestants  in  tlic  country,  and  the  Wliig  \y*riy 
in  Parliament,  conquered  the  monarch's  approDatinn  of  their 
claims  and  the  assent  of  tlw  British  ministry.  The  wcnknowi  of 
Homc  of  theirown  leaders,  and  the  skill,  promptitude,  and  tlecj- 
ftion.  of  their  adveriiartos.  soon  altered  thin  favni-ahlc  prospect 

In  a  better  caiHe.  tlie  able  and  energetical  measures  of  tbe 
Irish  Government  and  Protestant  ascendency  party,  would  de- 
serve t]ie  highest  admiration.  Threatened  in  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  their  unjust  monopoly  of  power,  unsupported  by  tlie 
British  minitti-y,  they  were  stunned  for  a  moment  at  the  unex- 
pected vigor  of  a  party  which  they  had  too  long  despised. 
But,  recovering  shortly  from  the  panic,  they  fe!t  the  pulse  irf' 
tiiose  leaders,  who  seemed  astonished  at  their  own  surcess.  It 
is  remarkable,  and  belongs,  perhaps,  to  an  innate  prinriple  in 
human  nature,  that  the  Catholic  leaders  displayed  much  more 
spirit  in  pleading  thetr  cause  amongst  strangers,  and  before 
the  monarch  himself,  than  when  they  had  to  settle  the  terms  of 
that  relief,  already  granted,  with  those  subordinate  ministers 
of  his,  beforr  whose  insolence  and  opptvssion  they  had  bent  so 
long  in  submission.  They  then  seemed  to  recognize  tluit 
frown  to  which  tlioy  had  been  accustomed,  and  the  Irifili  ad- 
ministration, perceiving  its  advantages,  instantly  assiinwl 
a  higher  tone.  Offering  the  repeal  of  such  of  the  pcn«i  sta- 
tutes, as  were  too  odious,  and  had  fallen  in  dtsase,  and 
granting  the  elective  franchise,  which,  in  the  nrgnnization  at 
society  and  property  in  Ireland,  could  confer  no  efibctaal 
power  on  the  Catholics,  they  retained  the  monopoly  of  all 
Uic  real  elements  of  tliat  power,  and,  artfully  delaying  flte 
passage  of  the  bill,  thus  mutilated,  made  them  understand  that 
it  should  depend  on  tlieir  passive  and  quiet  demeanor.  In  tht 
mean  time,  having  sccui'ed,  fur  the  moment,  the  Hilence  of  tiie 
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expKting  Catltolics,  tiipy  bent  alt  their  eObrts  against  the  ro- 
fonuen  and  the  republicans  of  tlie  nortli,  wlio  liail  so  ])ower- 
tully  assistnl  Ihcm.  Tluy  prafitod  of  the  alai-m  excited  hy  the 
borrora  of  the  French  revolution ;  the;  rmised  Uie  fears  of  ail 
BMn  of  projierty  iinil  timidity ;  the;  Hccureil,  by  sacrificing  the 
Inlensts  of  their  couDtry,  the  c4Miporation  of  the  mercantile 
^d  Duuiufjtcturing  elasses  in  England,  and  overawed  and  in- 
tiinidatrd  even  the  BrilUh  (ntnixtry.  The  very  r.]aikk  of  pa* 
tHoUim  scrve^l  their  deiigiis ;  Uiey  exclaimed  Kgain-st  tlic  inter* 
lercncc  of  that  ministry  as  an  encroachment  on  the  national 
lotlcprndence  of  Uie  Imperial  ('n>wn  of  Ireland,  and  vtevt  read- 
ily supported  by  thom  who  poHaeased  tlie  intmopoly  of  that  in- 
mdence.  At  home,  they  [KtsijcSBcd  all  the  powers  of  tito 
^Tcmnvot,  the  army,  and  trv^aanry,  tlic  judiciary,  magistracy, 
clci^.  landed  pro])erly,  and  curpoi-atioiH :  they  rallied  all 
tlieir  cRorts.  and,  on  pretence  of  some  trifling  troubles  in  tlio 
north,  between  the  Defenders  and  Pcep-of-day  hoya,  called  out 
all  Uie  ftirces  of  tbe  nation,  augmented  the  army,  raised  tlie 
Billtia  and  yeomanry,  and  disarmed  the  {teoplo.  The  gentry, 
BWgistrwy,  ami  cler'gy  of  tlic  cstabliniied  church,  every  where 
■acondcd  these  eflTorbu  Unscrupulmis  as  Lu  tlicir  me«na,  bloody, 
■HMparing.  and  uncnmpnnniiting  with  their  enemies,  tliey  ea- 
tablishcd,  at  the  same  time,  and  under  Uic  same  pretext,  with 
Ibr  consrnt  of  the  whig  as  well  as  the  tory  inten-st.  that  secret 
comniittec,  whose  o|irrationB  soon  equalled,  in  cruelty  and  ille- 
gal violence,  those  of  the  Star-chaniber,  in  England,  the  Inqui- 
litiaa  In  Spain,  the  bloody  tribunals  of  the  Ooke  of  Alva,  and 
the  ComiU  Je  Salut  putlie,  in  France.  In  short,  under  pretence 
of  resisting  a  revtdutlonar}'  spirit  in  Ireland,  they  assumed 
tltemsrlres  a  revolutionary  ligor  beyond  the  law.  When  se- 
carc  of  all  tliose  nteanit.  they  passed,  at  Icngtli,  that  mutilated 
1)111,  cramped  by  so  many  restrictions,  and  granted  with  such 
manifold  reluctance,  that  it  was  received  by  the  Dia«)  of  the 
Catltoiic  boiiy  witli  aM  little  gratitude  as  it  d&served. 

I'htMC  measDres  of  the  Irijih  administration,  though  able  and 
vigomtn,  and  calculated  to  rescue  tbem  from  their  im|ienditig 
danger,  were,  howi^ver,  founded  on  nanow  and  sbcirt-sighti^l 
Tiewa.  lltey  surcKded;  but  it  was  evident  that  they  would 
finally  render  tliat  Governrornl  so  odimis  and  unpopular  that  it 
would  br  unidile  to  stand.  Tbo  British  ministry  artod  on  prio- 
Vol.  I — 14 
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ripW  of  more  loiig-sigliti-il  poliry.  'ITicir  sagaritj'  c 
tlonbtctl.  Aiming  Hln^iuly,  in  all  probability,  at  Itie  futiii 
roi-poratinii «r  tliat  country,  ttie  more  un)mjiiilar  iu  f^vemmcnt 
iTDctcrrd  itself,  tlic  better  Mas  It  Tar  the'ir  ends  in  the  long  run. 
In  fa<-l,  t)ic  niiwt  vinlcnt  declamationti  of  (lie  Unitnl  IrLshin<>n, 
wltiili  lr<l  t))cni  by  thwisandK  to  tlw  tlitngcon.  the  trannpni-t 
hulk,  the  picket,  and  the  halter,  never  piiturcd  its  crimo'i  in 
more  giowinji;  colors  than  tiiey-  wpro  afterwards  displayed  by 
Lni-d  Castlei-cagh  himiwlf.  long  the  trmontclMs  agent  of  Its 
rrueltics,  and  tl)''n  the  venal  inxtniment  of  lU  dissolution,  in 
his  sjieerhcs  on  the  unUni.  Tlic  Briti'ih  ministry  TnresAw  that 
hotli  parties,  exhausted  fay  the  approaching  and  inewtable 
Rtruggte,  and  weakenod  by  their  mutual  balrcd  and  disunion, 
wnuhl  beobligMl  to  yield  up  the  independence  of  their  ronntry, 
as  the  ]>rire  of  peace  and  pmtectioB.  If  so,  tlicir  CAlcnUtloa, 
huMTver  cniel  and  nelfinh,  wa?  JniJitified  by  the  event- 
In  Iivhinil  (be  contusion  and  disorder,  which  these  deter- 
mined ojterationa  tiircw  in  the  councils  of  all  the  well  wishers 
tu  n^rornt.  union,  and  independence,  u-as.roranhile,  very  great. 
Tin*  indignant  Uissenterscsclaimed  tliat  they  were  deserted 
and  betrayed  by  tlinse  whom  they  had  assisted  :  the  great  body 
of  the  Catholics  were  equally  dissatisfied  with  such  an  imperfect 
termination  tn  their  higb-niised  hopes,  and  with  the  want  of 
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esrtreme.  The  cause  of  freedom  and  of  union  was  advocated  in 
some  of  the  most  brilliant  speeches  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
Irish  eh>quence ;  the  attacks  of  the  patriotic  members  on  the 
Govemmentt  and  on  their  own  leaders,  were  formidable  and 
vigorous.  The  defence  of  these  leaders  was,  however,  plausi- 
ble. Charged  with  a  very  difficult  negotiation*  they  had,  in 
fkct,  obtaincdt  as  they  asserted^  a  very  real  and  substantia^ 
although  a  partial,  relief.  But,  the  crisis  for  freeing  their  coun- 
try was  passed ;  the  favorable  opportunity  was  lost,  perhaps 
never  to  return.  The  government  felt  its  strength,  and  began, 
from  that  moment,  to  act  on  the  infernal  system  of  goading  the 
people  to  desperation  and  open  insurrection,  in  order  to  color 
and  justify  tlie  violence  of  their  measures.  I'he  assembly  parted, 
at  lengtti,  with  tlie  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  their  real  and  pre- 
tended friends,  but  without  coming  to  any  important  decision 
on  the  great  object  of  their  meeting. 

This  change  of  circumstances  was  most  disheartening  to 
those  eager  and  disinterested  spirits  who  had  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  cause  of  the  Catholics ;  because,  in  the  first  place, 
it  was  just,  and  that  in  the  second,  their  enfranchisement  was 
a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  emancipation  of  Ireland,  to  the 
reform  of  her  government,  and  to  the  establishment  of  a  free 
and  equal  system  of  national  representation.  The  bitter  feelings 
which  filled  my  father's  breast  at  this  first  failure  of  hopes  which 
had  been  so  nearly  gratified,  and  the  furtlier  views  which  he 
then  began  to  meditate,  can  be  traced  more  freely  in  his  journals 
of  January  and  February,  1793,  (see  Appendix,)  where  he  gave 
way  to  them  without  control,  than  in  the  pi-eceding  abstract, 
which  was  evidently  written  with  caution,  and  destined  for  pub- 
lication. Tliey  may  also  be  found  in  Ids  notes  on  the  debates  of 
the  General  Committee  in  April,  (see  Appendix,)  but  chiefly, 
perhaps,  in  the  following  loose  fragment  of  his  thoughts,  which 
I  have  found  amongst  his  papers,  dated  March  27th,  1793. 

«<  Sudden  change  of  deputation,  on  our  return  from  England — 
<<  Last  conversation  previous  to  leaving  London — ^Bellew's  visit, 
«<  and  mine,  to  tlie  castle— All  set  aside  by  the  first  visit  of  the 
**  wfade  deputation— -Negotiation,  giving  up  both  houses  of  par- 
^^tfunent— People  then  unanimous  and  spirited,  but  soon  dis- 
**hcartened  by  this  unaccountable  conduct  of  their  former  leaders 
''     Great  advantages  of  flie  castle  over  m  in  negotiation — My 
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*•  9m  oppautian  (ocompnimisp — Compelled  to  pw  it  up  at  IksU 
••  C4Hvt|iici>reor  this  dereliction;  alinsnral]publirs)Hi-it — Low 
M  stotr  of  Govrmmmt  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  as  appeared 
M  fr«ai  their  itdiiiitting  tJic  principle  of  rerorm — I'hcir  rvcai'erjr, 
>'fromtheinilrcuiionaf  Catholics — Consequent  caiTyiug,  under 
"  cover  of  the  Catholic  bill,  tlie  giin|K>wder  and  militia  artit,  aug- 
<•  neDtutiun  of  army.  pmrlamationH.  har.- — MotiTcx  of  Catlioljc 
"  kiulrffi :  not  cnrruption — Some  nrgoliatiun  f arrieil  on  by  one 
<»  of  them  in  London,  unknown  to  Uie  utlicr^ — Tito  othcrn,  pro- 
**  bobly,  un\^illing  to  rbtqiie  tlieir  Patatni. 

•'  Suppmwion  of  Belfast  volunteers — Feflingm  of  the  North 
**  ti«pewi>on — I'rohable  ronsequeiKtyi  of  luiy  misliap  befalling  the 
**  EngltMli  in  tlie  war — 3Vm  Uunuand  Frendi  would  aaxmipluh  a 
■  **  leparalion. 

"  Swret  committee — Fii-st  object  to  rilify  the  Catholic  coni- 
*'  mittee;  failing  lliat,  t^ifixachargeof  9cpai*atioiioa  tlic|>eople 
>'  here,  and  thereby  induce  tlie  English  miniHter  to  support  a 
"  union. — Possible,  by  proper  means,  to  carry  said  union ;  also, 
*'  powlble  t»  fail,  and  tlten  tlie  countries  infallibly  sF]>anited. 

"  War  unpopular  here> — trade,  very  bad — credit,  r<ttlier  better 
"  tlian  in  Englaii<l. 

••  Government  apparentJy  strong  and  people  mibdued ;  pndta^ 
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Paritanml ;  thcT  aimed  itt  M'|mrtitiun,  liliCTty,  and  even  revenge. 
Tfccir  aorietiw  bwk  a  fierc-er  chiirarter,  and  then,  for  (Jie  fti-st 
began  0ii»9e  aetret  (ntllw  ami  associations,  by  which  their 
mnnlwrs  bound  tliemwives ;  whiM  tiic  Orange  lodgta,  with 
lona  at  least  as  illegal  wt  thusv  »f  the  United  Irislinien,  and 
piqmncs  asdiaUdiral  as  tUnne,  of  tiie  uthcrv  were  pure  and  Ubc- 
tni.  *eiT  nirauraged  hy  tljc  (ioveminent  all  oierthc  country, 
univ  kU  ntxtit  and  parlies,  fur  Uig  ijidcpcndenre  of  Ireland, 
I  the  pmfewwd  object  of  the  first;  to  )iu]>port  tlie  exriusive 
pnvilc^j^es  of  tlic  tnemberB  of  the  Anglican  rhiirrh,  and  beep  the 
Kfft  of  tlic  nation  in  »lav«ry  forever,  of  the  acfond.  And,  in  oi>- 
pnHtng  tbe  pi-indples  of  tliOiMi  two  sorJeties,  I  have  gelwted  tlioee 
only  whicJi  were  openly  avowTd  by  both  bodien. 

lilt  two  parties  were  tlius  nn-ayeil  in  opposition  to  carb  otiier, 
and  it  Mmu  hMiiniP  evideni  that  the  contest  could  only  be  finally 
derided  by  forre,  urid  tliat  if  £iiglan<l  continued  to  su]))>ort  tlie 
ruling  party,  v  itli  all  her  power  and  inSucnce,  tlte  other  had  no 
rBKMircv  bnt  to  break  the  connexion  between  the  two  countries, 
knilcKtabliith  anational  aiidindcpeiideiitgovemtncnt.  'iliisidea 
kad  often  mingledwitli  the  drcamsof  my  fatlier's  you  thibiit  lie  tlien, 
fbr  tlie  first  time,  began  to  considci'  it  seriously.  An  foreign  tud 
was  indiNpeivDible  for  this  inir|M>se,  since  their  enemies  had  all 
power  of  administration,  and  all  tlint  of  England  to  bock 
n,  the  Irish  leaders,  and  he  amongst  the  rest,  naturally  cast 
r  eyes  and  ho^iefi,  altliough  no  ponitive  overtures  were  inail« 
some  lime  aftrrmardtt,  towardx  Uii:^  rising  fortunes  of  tlie 
Republic.  She  wa«  tlien  struggling,  witli  unparalleled 
fjdrtt  mm)  sunnw,  against  tlie  arms  of  all  Europe,  and  animated 
by  the  mnHt  violent  resentment  agaiatt  England.  In  the  begin- 
tiing  of  their  n-vdlulmn,  tJie  French  Itod  looked  up  to  tliat  coun- 
try with  Iwpe  ajMl  ronlidmr^:  they  had  expected  tbepraiwaand 
tountenuirc  of  tlic  tntnl  and  inoKt  liberal  |ieop)e  in  Europe,  for 
irruking  tlirir  own  chains;  and,  on  tl»e  first  celebration  of  llicir 
:tidrnre.  (Utb  July,)  bad  blended  in  a  vrnxXb  the  flags  of 
and  Ainer^ra  wlllt  their  own  tri'CoJor.  But  Eogland, 
the  roalition  of  the  Eura|Kan  kings  begun  llK-m  as 
I  cTiT  sincr,  to  iippme  tlie  Hpnnging  liberties  of 
idiT  of  mankind,  as  if  she  wished  to  moiu^ilisic  IIm 
its  of  (Veedom,  ns  w<rll  a<i  tboR  of  tmde  and  luanidacture*. 
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My  faUior's  part,  tluriitg  Uiis  period,  was  most  trjing  and 
dillinilt.  With  the  whig  ]hu1>'.  Iir  was  utterly  disgustp;!.  In  his 
opinion.  \\  hiLli'\  cr  professions  tbey  had  formerly  made  were  vio- 
Ititfff  b}'  their  joining  tlie  Govcniment  in  tliww  exlxaordinai'y  and 
illegal  nicasiiiTS.  They  shoned  themselves  as  much  a&aid  of  a 
real  antl  nidiriU  refwm  in  the  soriai  organization  and  govern- 
ment of  the  coimtry,  as  the  toines  themselves ;  and  yet  so  unna* 
tui-nl  was  tl)e  state  of  Ireland,  titat  such  a  change  was  tndispen- 
s:ible,  before  it  roiild  be  settled  in  a  state  nf  any  stability.  As 
for  the  reiolutionai7  spirit,  of  whirh  tliey  now  affectetl  such 
fcai-N.  it  might  have  been  totally  suppressed  by  an  early  concili- 
ation of  the  Catholics,  and  a  just  allowance  of  tlieir  claims.  WiUi 
the  Calliolics  and  United  Irb^hmen  he  had  to  combat  alternate 
lib;  of  deKpniidency  and  enthusiasm,  and  to  reconcile  contiimal 
discords.  At  onetime,  when  it  was endearotired  to  foi-m  a  corps 
of  volunteei-8  li-om  all  the  relin;ioiw  sertti,  they  exiHi-.ssetJ  tlieir 
alarm  and  disti'UKt  at  the  small  iiunibei'  of  Pi-otestaiits  who  pre- 
aent^-d  tliemselves.  "And  are  you  not  tlic  nation'"  replied  he; 
*'  do  without  tlieni ;  "  will  you  not  keep,  if  you  ai-e  not  corned 
with  I'fotpstants." 

At  other  times,  on  the  contrary,  their  enthusiasm,  rousetl  by 
the  energotic;d  cfTnil.s  imd  dazzling  exiiioits  of  the  Frenrh  Re- 
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^than  jou  would  be  all  Peers  and  Noblemen,  by  calling  each 
^  other.  My  Lord/'  Such  was  his  general  dissatisfaction  at  the 
state  of  affairs,  that  he  retired  in  a  great  degree  from  tlie  poli- 
tical arena,  and  spent  most  of  his  time  at  a  small  country  seat 
which  lie  inherited  by  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Capt  Jonathan  Tone. 
On  every  occasion,  however,  of  danger  and  difficulty,  he  was 
prominent,  and  ready  to  assiune  the  post  of  peril  and  honor. 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  write  a  history  of  Ireland.  During 
the  year  which  followed  tlie  passage  of  the  act  of  April,  1793, 
tiie  storm  did  not  yet  burst,  but  it  was  lowering  and  thickening 
every  hour,  witli  terrific  and  portentous  gloom.  Blood  had  not 
yet  flowed,  and  tlie  reign  of  torture  had  not  yet  commenced;  but 
a  noxious  crowd  of  infonners,  from  tiie  fceces  of  society,  began  to 
appear  like  tlie  vermin  and  inserts  from  the  mud  of  Egypt,  under 
the  fostering  patronage  of  tlie  castle ;  state  prosecutions  were 
multiplied  beyond  example ;  juries  were  packed,  and  iniquitous 
judgments  rendered ;  the  soldieiy  were  quartered  on  the  disaf- 
fected districts,  and  indulged  in  every  licence ;  the  affections  of 
tlie  people  were  alienated  for  ever,  and  their  irritation  increased 
to  madness.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  tlie  details  of 
dicse  odious  transactions.  Amongst  the  most  marking  events 
which  indicated  the  increasing  violence  of  all  parties,  and  the 
approaching  crisis  of  the  storm,  were  flie  arrests,  trials,  and 
imprisonment  of  my  father*s  friends  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan, 
Simon  Butler,  and  Oliver  Bond.  The  declarations  and  speeches 
for  which  they  were  arrested,  and  those  made  on  their  trials,  are 
in  every  history  of  the  times,  and  in  every  recollection.  It  is 
needless  here  to  dwell  upon,  or  recapitulate  them. 

At  length,  in  the  month  of  April,  1794,  William  Jackson  was 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  high  treason.  This  gentleman  was  sent 
by  the  French  Government  to  sound  the  people  of  Ireland  as  to 
their  willingness  to  join  the  French,  and  had  received  his  in- 
structions from  one  Madgett,  an  old  Irishman,  long  settled  in 
France,  in  tlie  office  of  the  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
whose  name  \s  repeatedly  mentioned  in  my  father's  journals, 
Tlie  sincerity  of  Jackson  was  fully  demonstrated  by  his  heroic 
desth,  but  his  imprudence  and  indiscretion  rendered  him  totally 
vuflt  fiv  such  a  mission.  On  his  passage  through  England,  he 
opened  himself  to  an  English  Attorney,  Cockayne,  an  old  ac- 
^painluioe  of  his,  who  iantantly  sold  his  information  to  the  Brit- 
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iah  GoTcmment,  and  was  ordered  by  tlic  police  to  follow  liim  as 
ail  official  spy.  The  Itadcps  of  tlio  pHtriolic  part)'  and  Catbulics  in 
Ireland,  desirous  aa  th^y  were  to  open  a  tommuni ration  with 
France,  were  unwilling  to  compnimiw^  thenwelvps  witli  atrti-an- 
ger.  by  answering  dinxily  to  liix  ovcrbii-cK.  My  father,  under* 
took  to  run  tlic  ri!i(|uei,  and  even  engaged  liiiuHclf  to  iieai-  their 
answer  to  that  country,  and  deliver  to  its  Go^'«niiiiont  a  state- 
ment of  Die  wants  and  situation  of  Ireland.  But,  after  mune  com- 
miinicationfl  witJi  Jaduon,  lie  waa  deeply  diaguxled  by  tlie  ntak 
and  unlimite*)  eonlidence  which  tliat  unfortunate  man  aeenird  to 
repose  in  Corkayite.  Uc  made  it  a  point  never  to  o[H-n  liimsetT 
in  his  pi-caencr.,  and  int(iiite<l  on  it  wiUi  Jackson.  ''This  buai- 
ncss,"  said  he,  "in  one  tiling  for  us  irisbincn;  but  an  English- 
man «iio  engages  in  it  must  be  a  traitor  one  way  or  the  other." 
At  length,  on  a  glaring  instance  of  Jarkson's  indiscretion,  ha 
witlidi-eu  bis  oiTcrs,  biking  rare  that  it  should  be  in  the  presenre 
ofCcK'knyne,  who  could  tj-stify  nothing  further  against  IiIdi,  and 
declined  engaging  any  lunger  in  tlic  businc&<},  Jackson  was 
shortly  after  arrestwl. 

This  was  an  awful  period.  Although  Cockayne  could  only 
give  positive  evidence  agaiivit  Jwkson,  tlie  latter  might  uuduubtr 
ediy  have  saved  hiH  life  by  giving  infnt-mation.  The  most  vio- 
lent suspicions  were  directed  against  my  father,  as  being  pri\'y 
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I  mpport  tlHTn  wliilst  tlipy  rctninrd  in  theii-  Hcrvicc  a  man  so  ob- 
I  Boxi<Hi!i  and  so  deeply  c«inpi-nmiseti  ?"  They  n-jectwl  all  surh 
uverUirM.  I  must,  however,  obaerve.  that,  tliuugh  my  father 
bad  put  liimstJf  forward  in  tlieii-  cause,  on  this  oi'casion,  most 
of  tlifii-  leadpi-s  were  as  deeply  engaged  as  himself,  and  could 
neither  in  lionoi-,  in  Justice,  nor  in  pnidcncc,  art  otherwise — a 
circuiiistftMW  of  whioh  Grattan  was  pii>hid>ly  not  awai-c. 

During  all  this  time  he  refused,  much  against  the  adnce  of 
his  friends,  to  conceal  hiniHelf ;  but  renmined,  generally,  at  his 
bomeintliccounti-}-.  conipilinghishistni'yoflrelautl,  and  making 
orcasional  visits  to  Dublin,  where  he  continuwl  to  act  iw  secreta- 
ry to  the  Catholic  sub-committee.  At  length,  by  tlic  most  press- 
ing instances  with  tlic  Government,  his  ariatoci-atical  friends 
succeeded  in  c<mcludiug  an  agi-eement,  by  wliirli.  on  his  engag- 
ing simply  to  leave  Ireland,  as  mton  as  he  could  settle  his  i>ri- 
tatr  aHUirs,  no  pursuits  u'ere  to  be  made  against  him.  1  cannot 
think  that  the  most  furious  pai-tisans  of  that  government  could 
blame  those  generous  and  disinterested  efforts,  [fortliese  friends 
were  nppi>se4l  to  him  in  politics.)  or  tliat  tlieir  names  can  suffir 
in  the.  sligbtt^^t  degree  by  the  puhlicntion  of  tiiese  facts.  One  of 
them,  tlie  Hon.  Marrus  BeresfonI,  the  amiable  and  accom- 
pli^uMl.  is  now  no  nu)re :  tlic  other,  tlic  honorabie  and  high 
minderl  Ueorge  Rnox.  will,  I  am  sure,  see  vsith  pleasure  tiiis 
homage  tn  his  virtues,  by  his  own  god-son,  and  the  oidy  suniv- 
ing  child  of  hifl  dejtarted  friend. 

As  tliis  rotnpromise  (for  these  true  friends  would  never  hare 
pmposetl  any  other)  engaged  him  to  nothing  contrary  to  his 
principles,  and  left  his  future  coui'se  fre«.  he  accepted  it :  giving 
in  to  tliem  a  fair  and  exact  statement  of  how  far  and  how  deep 
be  had  been  personally  engaged  in  this  business ;  and  adding, 
that  he  was  ready  to  bear  the  consequences  of  whatever  he  bad 
done,  but  would,  on  no  account,  chaise,  compromise,  or  ap- 
pear against  any  one  else. 

(If  tills  transaction,  he  drew,  before  his  departure  from  Ire- 
land, tlie  following  full  and  manly  narratjve^  wliich  we  insert 
entire,  as  well  as  the  statement  aliove  men  tinned.  The  only  fact 
whicli,  in  Iwth  tliese  {laiiers.  he  )>aases  over  in  silence,  from  ob* 
vious  and  generous  reaxons,  is.  tliat  any  others  were  privy  to 
these  communications  with  Jackson.  He  assumes  tlicm  as  tlie 
wile  act  of  his  onii  will.  A  copy  nf  tlie  notice  on  the  situation 
Vol..  I— l.'i 
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^  bdML  «hadi  be  had  gi^^!n  iii  to  iarknnn.  (um)  wliirh  Trll  in 
tfcr  kaadft  of  tlM>  GaTOitfiKiit.  nill  &I90  be  iaiuiil  in  die  Appciidix. 

Statemml  nf  .Vr.  Time'*  ampramUc  willi  the  h-'uh  Oimtrnment. 

Having  wt-n  in  a  iKH^{iaprr  report  nf  tbi^  ti'ia)  of  tlie  Rev. 
Wm.  Jarksnn.  the  tntimonv  of  Mr.  K.van«.  in  which  he  men- 
tinnstliathcnnderstaiMlKl  h«\<^(oqiiir()iiniMtl  witliGovrrnmciitt 
I  tliink  it  a  ilnt)'  incombrut  upon  ok,  ffvling  ilh  I  do  that  tbe 
f  sprrssiwii  carries  a  \Tr>*  invMinus  import,  to  state  what  the 
nature  of  tJiat  t-ompnHniinr  v*.  At  llie  time  of  Mr.  Jat-kMnrs  wv 
I1^st,  anil  Mr.  Rowan'a  rara))c,  and  Dr.  Rcj-noldA*  rmigi-atinnt 
my  Hituation  was  aver}'  critical  one.  1  felt  Ihcnecrwtitjr  of  tak- 
ing iminttliale  and  decided  mftuiiivs  tn  extricate  myself,  i, 
theiTforr.  went  to  a  gentleman,  high  iii  confldRnce  with  the 
then  administ.i-alion,  and  told  him  at  nnce  fau'ly,  every  step  I 
had  taken.  I  tuld  him.  also,  tliat  I  knew  liow  far  I  w  as  in  dan- 
ger :  that  my  life  was  safe,  unle»a  it  were  unfairly  practised 
againnt,  wliich  1  did  not  at  all  apprehend,  hut  tliat  it  was 
certainly  in  the  power  of  the  <i<)iernment,  if  they  pleased,  to 
ruin  me,  as  eflt'Ctually  as  they  possihiy  could  hy  my  deatli ;  thati 
on  two  p«)ints,  I  had  made  up  my  mind ;  tlie  ftn>t  was,  that  I 
u-niilit  nut  flv  :  the  other,  that  I  wmihl  never  onen  mv  lins.  as  a 
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Ibis  assurance  was  given  me,  unclogged  by  any  stipulation  or 
canditlon  whatsoever;  and  I  have  ever  since,  to  the  best  of  my 
jodgmenty  observed  a  strict  neutrality.  Whether  this,  which  is 
the  whole  of  the  communication  between  Government  and  me^  be 
a  eompromUe  or  not,  I  hope,  at  least,  it  is  no  dishonorable  one.  I 
ha^-e  betrayed  no  friend ;  I  have  revealed  no  secret ;  I  have  abused 
no  confidence.  For  what  I  had  done,  I  was  ready  to  suffer ;  1 
would,  if  necessary,  submit,  I  hope,  to  death,  but  I  would  not 
to  what  I  consider  disgrace.  As  to  that  part  of  my  conduct  whicli 
was  introductory  to  this  unfortunate  business,  I  leave  it,  iiiithout 
anxiety,  to  tiie  censure  of  all  inclined  to  condemn  it. 

Btattment  of  Mr.  J\m^s  cemmumaitwM  with  Jackson* 

Some  days  previous  to  the  Droglieda  assizes,  I  was  informed 
by  A.  —  that  there  was  a  gentieman  in  town,  who  was  very  re- 
cently arrived  from  France,  and  who,  he  suspected,  was  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Camiti  de  Salut  public   I  was  very  desirous  to 
see  him«  in  order  to  hear  some  account  of  the  state  of  France, 
which  might  be  depended  on.     A.  —  accordingly  wrote  a  note, 
which  he  gave  me  to  deliver,  stating  that  he  could  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  gentleman  next  day,  being  Sunday,  but 
would  be  glad  he  would  call  any  other  time ;  and,  I  believe,  add- 
ed, tliat  the  bearer  was  his  particular  friend.    I  did  not  then, 
mor  tince^  ask  Ji.  —  how  he  became  acquainted  with  the  gentle- 
wunh  nor  do  1  yet  know  who  introduced  him.  I  went  with  ibis  note, 
and  saw  the  gentieman  and  another  person*  at  the  hotel,  where 
they  lodged.   I  stayed  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  conversation 
was  either  on  mere  general  politics,  or  the  want  of  accommoda- 
tion fiir  travellers  in  Ireland ;  the  superiority  of  England  in  that 
respect,  &c   On  my  rising  to  depart,  the  gentieman  asked  me 
to  dine  with  him  on  Wednesday  subsequent,  which  I  accordingly 
agreed  to  do.   On  the  Monday  after,  as  I  recollect,  I  paid  a 
Tint  to  A.  — ^  which  I  was  in  the  habit  of  doing,  daily,  for  some 
time  back ;  and,  while  I  was  there,  the  gentieman  above  men- 
tnied  and  his  friend  came  in  together ;  and,  after  some  time, 
ka  and  A.  -—  entered  into  close  conversation,  and  his  friend  and 
I  tefired  to  a  distant  part  of  the  room,  where  we  talked  of  the 
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mode  of  travelling  In  Ireland,  and  amusfd  (Mirsolve«  looking 
over  Taylor's  niiip,  for  abnut  half  an  hour.  iXdlhrr  of  vs  hmrJt 
fWT  could  hear,  the  conversation  bettceen  J.  —  nnd  tkegentlemam. 
A-  — .  at  k'ligUi.  berkoned  nie  over,  and  I  wrnt.  He  Uirn  oaid. 
titey  had  been  talking  of  tin-  state  iif  tliP  country ;  tbwt  I  knew 
what  that  nkiic  v,an  an  well  a8  any  body :  and  that  it  was  that 
gentleman's  opliiinn.  that  il'it  uere  made  fully  known  to  projile 
ill  France,  tbey  uouM,  to  a  certainty,  afford  every  asslsbinrr  to 
enable  the,  Irish  to  a&sert  their  indejiendenrc.  I  said,  that  it 
-would  be  a  most  severe  and  grievous  irmeity  for  our  abuses,  but 
that  I  saw  no  otlier :  for.  that  liberty  wan  shackled  in  Irelaml 
by  such  a  variety  of  wayH,  tliat  tlie  [teople  had  nu  wajr  left  la 
expose  their  sentiments  but  by  open  retrifltaiice.  That«  In  the  ll* 
teiTiative  between  that  and  unconditional  submission,  maij 
would  differ :  but  that  I  was  one  of  tliose  who,  seeing  nU  tfaeda*- 
ger  and  horror  of  a  contest,  still  thought  the  indeitemlenoeoTtllc 
counb-y  an  object  worth  ri^uing  all  to  obtain:  satjsfiod  asl 
was.  that,  until  that  wei-c  secured.  Ireland  would  never  atttdn  la 
her  natural  state  of  power,  and  opulence,  and  glory.  In  tboe 
sentiments  A.  ■ —  concurreil.  and  the  genllemaii,  as  I  recoUect, 
again  said,  "  If  this  -were  kmra^n  in  France  atsistawx  v^U 
certainly  be  obtaimd,"  The  convei'sation,  at  that  time,  m-rntno 
farther.  I  had  a  latent  suspicion  he  might  possibly  br  an  enlfr- 
sary  of  the  British  minister,  anti,  tlierefore,  to  mortify  liun.  if 
tliat  wei-e  the  case,  I  spoke  with  the  greatest  asperity  of  tl» 
English  nation,  and  of  tlieir  unjust  in Buence  on  the  g4>vemrani( 
of  Ireland.  His  friend  sat  at  a  distance  during  tlii»  cotivrrva- 
tion,  and  I  am  stirc  coidd  have  heard  no  part  of  it.  nrithcr  did  I 
inquire,  nor  do  I  know,  what  conversation  A.  —  and  tlie  gentl»- 
man  had  previous  to  their  beckoning  me  over :  and  tlie  rcaaan 
I  did  not  inquii-e,  was,  that,  not  knowing  how  Uie  affaii*  na^ 
terminate,  and,  especially  not  knowing  but  Uiis  person  might  be 
an  English  spy,  I  determined  I  would  know  as  little  uf  oUMt 
people's  secrets  as  I  could,  consistent  with  my  taking  any  iMrt 
in  the  business. 

The  next  day.  I  think.  I  saw  A.  —  ag^n.  He  sliowed  BM  • 
paper,  admirably  drawn  up,  in  my  Judgment,  which  he  laid  be 
had  got  from  the  gentleman  above  mentioned.  The  paper  went 
to  show  the  political  state  of  England,  and  tiiv  dc^luctitm  wu, 
that  an  invasion  there  would  only  tend  to  unite  all  parties  agniiuil 
the  Frcacb.  1  said  the  state  of  Ireland  was  totally  diflmatt. 
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and  that  it  would  be  easy,  in  the  same  compass,  to  explain  tliat 
on  paper.  He  bid  me  try,  and  I  agreed  to  do  so.  I  do  not  re- 
collect that  >ve  had  any  further  conversation  at  that  time.  I 
i^^nt  Iiome,  and  that  evening  made  a  sketch  of  the  state  of  Ire- 
land* as  it  appeared  to  me,  and  the  inference  of  my  paper  was, 
that  circumstances  in  Ii-eland  were  favorable  to  a  Fi'cuch  invasion. 
I  made  no  copy. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  day  I  had  fixed  to  dine  with  the 
gentleman  and  his  friend,  I  found  myself  called  upon  to  go  down 
to  Drogheda  immediately,  to  arrange  matters  preiiaratory  to 
the  trial  of  MM.  Bird  and  Hamill,  &c«  I  therefore  wrote,  and 
sent  an  apology,  stating  the  fact  I  then  went,  as  usual,  to  call 
on  Mr.  A.  — ,  and  showed  him  the  paper.  Shortly  after,  tlie 
gentleman  and  Ids  friend  came  in.  After  a  short  genei'al  con- 
versation of  regret  at  the  disappointment,  &c.  A.  — ,  the  gen- 
tleman, and  I,  retired  to  a  window  at  one  end  of  the  room,  and 
his  friend  took  up  a  book  and  retired  to  the  other  end.  The 
conversation  between  us  was  carried  on  in  a  very  low  voice,  so 
that  he  could  not  possibly  hear  us.  I  then  said,  I  had  seen  tlie 
English  paper,  and  had  attempted  a  similar  sketch  as  to  Ire- 
land, which  I  read.  As  I  underatand  some  copy  of  that  paper 
has  been  found,  I  refer  to  that  for  the  general  (mtlinef  only,  as 
A*  —  assured  me  that  several  alterations  had  been  made  in  it, 
some,  I  believe,  softening,  and  others  aggravating  the  matter 
contained.  fFhtn  I  had  dane^  the  genUeman  asked  mi,  **  Would 
I  intrust  the  paper  to  himT^  I  gave  it  without  hesitation^  butf 
immediatdy  after j  I  saw  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  gross  indiscretUmp 
to  call  it  no  worse,  in  delivering  such  a  paper  to  a  person  whom 
I  hardly  knerCf  and  without  my  knowing  to  what  purposes  he 
might  apply  it.  I  therefore,  in  about  five  minuteSf  demanded  it 
bade  again  ;  he  returned  it  immediately,  hainng  neither  opened 
nor  read  ii,nor  any  part  of  it.  I  then  gave  ittoA.— ,  and,  Ibe- 
iierc,  the  precise  words  I  used,  but  certainly  the  purport  of  them, 
was,  '<  that  if  he  had  a  mind,  he  might  make  a  copy,  in  which 
case  I  dcsii'ed  him  to  bum  the  one  I  gave  him.  The  conversa- 
tioii  then  turned,  as  before,  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  the  necessity 
of  seddng  aid  from  France,  and  her  readiness  and  ability  to 
•llbrd  it,  if  a  proper  person  could  be  found  who  would  go  over, 
tad  lay  the  situation  of  things  here  befoi*e  the  Comite  de  Salut 
jMku  But  I  do  not  recollect  tiiat  other  A.  — ,  tiie  gentleman, 
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«■  I,  cane  to  tkfl  dtrflntw  point  of  myMU  bring  that  pr*^*^ 
pfiww.  I  went  anv.  living  the  paper,  aa  I  said,  in  tfae  bsunls 
of  A.  —,  and  art  off  dirrrtlT  for  DntgbciU. 

On  SatnnlaT  monHug.  1  tvretvnl  »  letter  rmm  A.  — ,  (a 
rircunHtAnrr  -which  1  bad  fatytlru  aotU  my  sitting  don-n  to 
write,  and  rHerriag  ta  dates  tar  grrnlrr accuracy,  revived  it  in 
ny  mraMiTT.]  nftr^inf  an  earnest  desire  tn  sec  me  iDimrdiately 
«  indispensabte  lnBinr)«i.  In  rafi»ir>|uenre,  I  set  off  instanUy, 
posted  up  to  tnwn.  and  mllt^  dirrcily  nn  A. — .  lie  told  me 
that  the  grBtlenun  was  in  a  grrat  hnrn'  to  be  off.  and  wunted 
to  see  me  tW  all  ihingH.  I  tiwltl  not.  Iw>«ever,  Icani  that  any 
new  matter  had  orrurred.  and  therrrorr  was  a  little  vexed  at 
being  hurried  np  ti>  town  for  nothing.  I  iMid.  hoMtei  er.  1  cnuld 
rail  on  the  gcntlenuw  the  nrxl  raoming  (SiRida.v)  at  nine,  which 
I  was.  however,  determined  not  to  do.  and.  in  ronsoquence.  in- 
atead  of  calling  on  him,  set  nfffur  Dnigbeda  at  sis  o'clock.  On 
Thar<MlAT  I  rvtnmcd  to  tomu  and  received  a  rebuke  &om  A.  — 
far  breaking  my  engiigenient.  He  then  lold  me.  to  my  unspeak- 
able HKtoniNhment  and  vexation,  tliat  Ik  had  given  two  or  throe 
ropies  of  the  paper  I  had  left  it  i^i  liim,  tu  the  gentleman,  with 
several  altcraiioiis,  but  tliat  he  bad  buiiied  my  rop) ,  as  1  had 
desired  him.    Finding  the  thing  done,  and  past  recalling,  I  de- 
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acqnmtly,  with  regard  to  me,  the  going  to  France  was  a  thing 
totally  impossible.  They  all  agreed  that  what  I  said  was  rea- 
sonable, but  there  was  no  offer  of  numey  or  pecuniary  assistance 
of  any  kind  held  out  to  induce  me  to  change  my  determinatim'; 
a  circumstance  which  I  mention  merely  because  I  understand  it 
to  believed  that  some  such  was  made. 

The  gentleman  before  mentioned  was  about  to  point  out  certain 
circumstances,  which  would  facilitate  such  an  expedition,  if  a 
person  could  be  found,  but  I  stopped  him,  adding  that,  as  I  could 
make  no  use  of  the  information,  I  did  not  desire  to  become  the 
depositary  of  secrets  useless  to  me,  and  which  might  be  danger- 
ous to  him.  I  think  it  was  at  this  conversation,  the  last  I  was 
at,  previous  to  tlie  gentleman*s  being  arrested,  tliat  some  one,  I 
cannot  at  all  ascertain  whom,  mentioned  a  letter  being  put  into 
the  post  office,  containing  the  papers  before  mentioned,  and  di- 
rected to  some  person  at  some  neutral  port,  but  I  am  utterly  ig- 
norant how,  or  when,  or  to  whom,  the  letter  was  addressed,  or 
what  were  its  contents,  other  than  as  1  have  now  stated;  and 
the  reason  of  my  not  knowing,  is,  that  I  studiously  avoided  bur- 
tiiening  my  mind  witli  secrets,  whicii  I  might  afterwards  be 
forced  to  betray,  or  submit  to  very  severe  inconveniences.  What 
happened  after  the  gentleman*H  being  arrested,  I  know  not,  other 
than  by  common  report,  having  only  seen  him  for  about  two 
minutes  in  A — ^*s  apartment  on  the  night  of  his  committal,  when 
all  the  conversation  I  I'ccollect,  was,  that  I  declared,  and  so  did 
Am  ^-f  that,  if  we  were  brought  before  the  privy  council,  we 
woald  each  of  us  declare  the  truth  as  nearly  as  we  could,  con- 
sistent with  our  personal  safety ;  for  that  all  attempts  at  fabri- 
cation would  only  add  infamy  to  peril,  and  that  we  must  now 
take  our  chance. 

I  have  now  stated,  as  well  as  my  memory  enables  me,  all  the 
material  (acts  which  came  to  my  knowledge,  or  in  which  I  took 
any  riiare.  I  find  I  was  present  at  three  conversations,  instead 
of  two,  as  I  at  first  thought,  but  tliat  makes  no  difference  of 
consequence.  I  cannot  answer  for  the  precise  accuracy  of  dates, 
bat  I  believe  tiiey  are  exact. 

I  have  framed  the  foregoing  narrative,  relying  implicitly  on 
tte  honor  of  the  gendemen  to  whom  I  willingly  confide  it,  that 
■o  me  whatsoever  shall  be  made  of  it  against  anyone  of  the  par- 
tiea  Gonoernedy  in  any  judicial  transaction ;  I  give  it  for  political 
solely. 
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With  reRard  to  mywir,  tlw  jiart  I  have  lakrii  appears  on  the 
facr  of  the  narntlite.  Wlialriw  nmy  Iw  die  cwiwoiumw-c.  I  kJibH 
make  no  tUtciapt  to  withdraw  tuvsclf  w  avoid  tlie  fatv-.  whalrrer 
that  be.  which  awiiitt  tnr-  I  have  but  onr  tiling  to  add.  that 
Ihrrr  is  no  rircumxtanrr  wtui'h  ran  befall  me.  not  even  eut-pting 
an  ignominious  rirath.  thai  I  Trill  oot  rathn-  nnikrgo.  tlian  a|>> 
pear  as  an  eTidumin  a  rouK  orjuxticc,  togiie  (nttiinonf  against 
aay  0M<  or  tho  parlies  ronccroed. 

DMin,  Muf  Sd,  17M. 

THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE 


When  mj-  Fathrr  dtliveird  this  pafwr,  tlw  prevalent  n^iinion, 
whirh  lie  tttcn  HhamI,  was,  that  Jarkiotn  >Mvt  a  secret  rmis- 
8ai7  raiploved  by  the  British  goii-entnent.  It  required  tlie  na- 
TortunHie  man's  nlmtarjr  death  to  clear  his  character  nf  snrli 
a  foul  imputation.  What  irndrrs  this  transartion  the  more 
odious,  i*.  that,  before  hU  arri>  al  iii  Ireland,  the  life  of  Jackson 
was  ronpletrly  in  the  power  of  the  British  govcmmeot  His 
rvil  genius  was  alrrady  pinned  upon  him :  his  mission  from 
France,  hit  cii-ery  tliought  aiid  his  news,  were  known.  He  was 
alhntnl  to  prvrred.  not  in  order  tn  detect  an  existing  consfnracjr 
in  Itrlanil,  but  lo  hna  one.  and  tJius  increase  tlie  number  of  vic- 
tims.    A  Btore  atriKioufi  iiintance  of  perfidious  and  gntttiitous 
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"vitlidraw  his  head  like  the  crane  in  Esop*8  fables,  from  fhe  jaws 
of  the  wolf,  and  depart  free  and  disengaged  for  his  voluntary 
exile. 

The  state  of  his  affairs  did  not,  however,  allow  him  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  joamey  for  several  months.  During  all  tliat  time, 
Jackson's  trial  was  still  pending,  and  he  was  frequently  tlireat- 
ened  by  tiie  more  violent  members  of  the  Gk>vemment  tliat  he 
should  be  compelled  to  appear,  and  be  examined  as  a  witness — 
a  menace  which  he  omstantly  spumed  at  A  whole  year  from 
the  arrest  of  Jackson  in  April,  1794,  to  his  trial  and  death  in 
April,  1795,  was  spent  in  this  anxious  suspense. 

Towards  the  beginn'mg  of  the  year  1795,  a  glimpse  of  hope 
and  sunshine  shone  for  an  instant  on  the  Irish  horizon*  by  the 
momentary  triumph  of  the  whigs,  and  the  appointment  of  Earl 
Fits  ^VnUiam  to  the  Vice  Royalty.  On  this  occasion,  overtures 
were  again  made  to  my  father  by  that  party,  at  first  to  set  up 
a  newspaper,  and  afterwards  to  write  in  support  of  their  ad- 
ministration. The  Catholic  leaders,  who  felt  die  utility  of  which 
he  might  be  to  them,  in  such  a  situation,  entered  with  eager- 
ness into  the  idea,  and  pressed  the  administration,  whase  favor 
they  eiyoyed,  on  the  subject  He  always  felt  repugnant  to  it, 
and  his  ideas  on  the  occasion,  are  couched  in  the  following  short 
memorandum: 

<<  Feb.  7,  1795 — MM.  Byrne,  Hamill,  and  Keogh,  waited  on 
Mr.  Grattan  to  recommend  me  to  the  new  administration  as  a 
person  who  had  done  and  suflTcreil  much  in  the  Catholic  cause. 
Previous  to  their  going,  I  thought  it  right  to  apprize  Mr.  Ha- 
mill, tiie  other  two  being  already,  and  Mr.  Keogh  particularly, 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  such  objections 
as  I  thought  might  arise,  on  Grattan's  part,  against  me :  first, 
that  I  was  an  United  Irishman,  and  probably  the  author  of  pa- 
pers oflfenrive  to  the  present  Government.  In  answer  to  which, 
I  assured  him,  as  the  fact  most  truly  was.  that  in  that  club,  I 
never  had  any  influence ;  so  far  from  it,  that  I  was  always  looked 

as  a  suspicious  character,  or,  at  best,  a  Catholic  partizan, 
Yoring  to  make  the  club  an  instrument  of  their  emancipa- 
tkmy  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  its  other  objects ;  that,  since  May, 
1793,  I  had  never  attended  its  meetings,  or  taken  any  part  in 
ito  oonccmsy  which  conduct  I  had  adopted  in  consequence  of  an 
address,  carried  totally  against  my  judgment,  and  railing  on 
Vol-  1—16 
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fbr  rilUin.  kHMtliatrly  on  tin-  ptLSi^ng  of  their  bill,  t 
farwanl  and  dnuiid  a  rr-ronrt,  a  mcasui-c  which  1  looked  upoa 
an  mlxrliieTiMis  and  in»idiou<>:  that  1  had  nc^er  'n-ritteii  but  one 
|Mpn-  on  tbr  roauiiittiJ  of  Butlrr  itnd  Bond,  by  tiie  Beci-et  C<Kn- 
raittrr,  «liii-li  pttixr  umild  h*^  found.  I  did  tliink.  a  very  mndo- 
Talr  aue.  and  that  I  n  aa.  of  rourAC  not  tJic  auUior  of  Uir  pa|)«i« 
oflriNir  to  the  presmt  adrnlnistrHtion.  The  nvxt  pi-obable  ofa- 
j<Tiiiin  which  1  thmight  niiglit  ai'Ihc,  was  about  tJie  itationa) 
piard''.  I ri  iui<<w(r  tn  nbirh.  I  statnl  that,  during  tiic  w^lo of 
that  bnsinc-fl^,  an  «t1I  as  of  tlic  |iublicAtion,  "  Citizen  HolditT«i 
t»  nniiN,'*  I  was  in  London,  attending  the  Catholic  dcli'gatrs* 
aiid.  of  counv.  rould  not  l>r  ronrtiiicd,  for  whidt  1  appealed  to 
Mr.  Krogti.  lite  third  objertion  was  more  Herious.  which  w«« 
Ihv  |uirt  I  had  in  Jackmn  and  Rowan's  businfKS  whirh  is  Ailljr 
dclailcd  in  oilier  {utt-l-s  of  IN  V  mcniui-andunis.  That,  witli  ivgard 
tn  tiiat.  nil  I  coulfl  HAT  waK,  that  nij  conduct  liad  bern  iindonbt- 
rdty  ifiry  indbtcrrrt,  in  that  business,  but  such  as  it  was  I  had 
ntatrd  it  Aiily  tn  the  late  administration,  who,  after  consiilcra- 
lion  maturely  hail,  were  not  of  opinion  that  it  waa  such  as  to 
i^all  for  pnniMliment :  that  1  had  jtositive  assurances  to  that  ef- 
fect, and  vwn  alctler  written  b}  Secretary  Hamilton,  byonler 
of  Lord  Wi'stmorelanil.  euarantvine  nie  fnnn  all  attack :  that 
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laSuBfaoB  war ;  any  thing  reflecting  on  the  North  of  Ireland,  or 
on  Pkrliamentary  reform ;  that,  sooner  than  lend  any  counte- 
nance to  such  measures,  I  would,  if  necessary,  put  £50  in  my 
pocket,  and  transport  myself  to  the  farthest  comer  of  the  earth. 
Subject,  however,  to  this  exception,  there  were  many  topics, 
particularly  all  Catholic  measures,  in  which  I  could  promise 
them  my  most  cordial  support,  but  that  I  feared  (and  I  am  sure 
the  fact  is  so)  that  the  measures  I  would  object  to,  would  be, 
perhaps,  the  only  ones  which  they  would  tiiank  me  for  de- 
ftnding. 

«•  Having  had  this  eclaircissement,  tlie  deputation  went  off,  and 
I  write  these  memorandums,  waiting  the  event  of  their  applica- 
tion, I  tiiank  God,  with  the  most  perfect  serenity.  I  have  never 
indulged  any  idle  or  extravagant  expectations,  and,  therefore, 
it  18  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  dis^point  me.  My  belief  is,  the 
ap|dication  will  fail,  and,  if  so,  I  am  no  worse  than  I  was. 

^  I  should  have  added  above,  in  its  place,  that  I  told  Mr.  Ha- 
mill  I  did  not  wish  to  form  any  connexion  with  the  pi'csent  ad- 
ministration, because  I  thought  I  foresaw  they  would  not  long 
retain  nor  desen^e  tiie  confidence  of  the  jieoplc ;  and  I  again  re- 
peated I  wished  to  stand  solely  on  tlie  recommendation  of  the 
Catholic  body,  and  not  on  any  senices  rendered,  or  to  be  I'cn- 
dered,  by  myself 

My  fatiior  finally  refused  tliLs  offer,  declaring  tliat  he  felt  tiie 
highest  respect  for  Lord  Fitz  William*s  character ;  tliat  he  en- 
tertained no  doubt  his  measures  would  always  deseiTC  suppoi*t, 
and  that  he  would  support  them,  as  an  individual,  as  long  as  lie 
approved  of  tlicm,  but  tliat  he  could  enter  into  no  engagement 
In  fact,  his  political  principles  had  taken,  from  a  very  early 
period,  a  loftier  flight  tlian  those  of  the  wliigs.  He  tliought  tlieir 
views  narrow,  their  ends  selfish,  and  their  measures  tending  i*a- 
ther  to  the  aggrandizement  of  their  party  than  to  the  permanent 
and  general  good  of  the  country.  The  whigs  were  highly  irri- 
tated at  this  refusal ;  and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  who  expected  to  be 
appointed  Attorney  (ieneral,  hinted  that,  ^<  perhaps  Mr.  Tone 
would  not  find  the  next  Attorney  General  so  accommodating  as 
flifi  last"  On  Lord  Fitz  William's  recjill  in  March,  1795,  my 
Aiflier  received  a  new  proof  of  tlie  affection  and  confidence  of  the 
Catholics,  by  their  appointing  him,  in  this  precarious  situation, 
to  accompany  tiie  deputation  wluch  they  sent  to  'solicit  from  the 
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Monarch  the  continuance  of  his  Lordship  in  the  adminisl 
anil  to  tlraw  t^e  petition  for  this  purpose,  and  tlie  addre»fi  toB 
Lordsliijk  On  tlic  month  of  April  lullowing,  soon  afUr  Ml 
retui-n.  the  trial  and  deatli  of  Jackson  took  place.  It  nobly  f^ 
dwrnpil  his  previous  erroi-s. 

With  tlic  Vice  Royalty  of  Lord  Camdt-n  h^gan  the  triinn«i> 
rate  of  those  tliree  nohle  Karls,  Camden.  Cariianiptmi.  and 
Clare,  who,  by  a  series  of  increasing  pcrsecutioiiH.  sttcrreJ- 
ed  at  Icngtli  in  driving  the  people  to  madneHs,  and  ojien  and 
gem-nil  insuiTection.  But  towards  the  beginning  of  his  ad- 
ministration, my  father  put  in  execution  his  agreement  with 
the  Govei-nment  to  leave  Ireland.  The  votcn  of  tJiankl 
■which  he  received  from  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  on  rrftigning 
hin  apjMintment  as  tlieir  Secretary  and  Agent,  arc  subjoined  tai 
tlie  Appendix,  and  the  honors  which  were  paid  to  liiin.  then 
and  in  Belfast,  his  last  secret  instnictions  to  follow  n\i  the  B^• 
gotiation  begun  with  Jackson,  and  the  events  which  occniTed 
between  Ids  departui-c  from  Ireland  and  his  arriviU  in  Fnmcct 
are  contained  in  tlie  following  brief  continuation  of  tJiasp  me- 
moirs, which  he  wrote  before  emhai-kingin  tlieBantry  Bayo^ 
pedition. 


CONTINUATION 

Of  the  Life  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tonr,  writlm  hy  himvU, 
Rennes.  Septrmbcr  28,  1796. 
As  my  time  is  growing  shorter,  I  ]>ass  over  a  very  busy  \n- 
terval  of  my  life,  all  the  important  events  of  which  are  debUM 
in  rtiflerent  diaries  among  my  papers,  and  I  hasten  to  tite  n^ 
riod,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  conviction  of  Willifun  Jack* 
non,  for  high  treason,  I  was  obliged  to  quit  my  country,  aid 
go  into  exile  in  America.  A  sliort  time  before  my  departunv 
my  fi-iend  Russell  being  in  town,  he  and  t  walkeil  out  tngetbCfV 
to  Ratlifarnham.  to  see  Emmet,  who  has  a  charming  villa  tlifn. 
He  showed  us  a  little  study,  of  an  elliptical  fonn.  which  he  wai 
building  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  lawn,  and  which  he  said  he  wouU 
consecrate  to  our  meetings,  if  ever  we  lived  to  see  our  country 
emancipated.  I  begged  of  him,  if  he  intended  Russell  ahoaU 
be  of  the  party,  in  addition  to  the  boolcs  ami  maps  it  wooM 
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illy  rontain,  ta  flt  up  a  sni»ll  retlarct,  which  should  run- 
tvM  dozens  of  his  brat  old  clarft.  He  shoucd  nir  that  he 
iiot  uinllltxl  tlinl  rircunistaiKT-.  which  htr  arknnwtedgcil  to 
Mitial.  and  w  botli  ralHcfl  HuhscII  with  coiisiilcrablr  Hur* 
1  mrntion  lhi«  trifling  ttneirdutc  hccause  I  love  thf  men, 
btcuiHC  il  84X111*11  ci'iw.  Mt  leant  jHwgiblf.  tiiut  nc  mii^'  yet 
!t  agvio  inKiuinct'sNtuflj'.  Ah  we  walked  together  iiil<i> town, 
mv  |ilan  (o  IhiMti  b<jtl).  I  t^ild  them  Uiat  1  roiiHidt're^ 
iprmnixo  with  (loveniineiit  to  extend  no  fiit-tlier  than 
of  the  Dcla^'arc.  and  Uiat  tlie  moment  1  landed.  I 
ta  fulluw  any  plan  wliit'h  might  suggest  itwlf  to  mv, 
iiuuiri|Httion  u{  my  country  ;  tliat.  undmihtrdly,  I  wiui 
luilty  oTk  great  oirenre  against  the  existing  Gavet-nnietit :  tlint. 
In  canaMiuenL-c,  I  kus  going  into  exile;  and  tliat  I  roiisidrn^ 
i4h«t  exile  hk  a  roll  expiation  for  the  uiren('j> ;  and,  eonM«|uently, 
felt  myiidr  at  liberty,  having  made  that  Naeriflre.  to  Ix'gin  ugain 
on  a  frmh  score.  They  both  agpwd  with  mc  in  tliose  pi-inriplex, 
tnd  I  then  pruriTilMl  toti'll  them  that  my  intention  was,  inime- 
Ifaildy  an  my  arrival  in  I*hil.idelpliia.  to  wait  im  the  French 
lliniiter,  tn  detail  ti>  him.  fully,  the  ntuation  of  affairs  in  Ire- 
Jand.  lo  cndeator  («  obtain  a  recommendation  to  the  l-'mich 
GtivrmitwnU  and,  if  I  succeetled  so  far,  to  lea^e  my  family  in 
America,  and  to  set  off  instantly  for  Paris,  and  apply,  in  the 
Ltnc  of  iny  cotintry,  for  the  aMsi.stancv  of  France,  to  enable 
I  to  a.'wtrrt  our  independence.  It  i«  unnecessary.  I  lielieve,  to 
J,  tliat  tliis  plan  uict  with  tjie  warmest  approbation  and  snp> 
part  fraoi  bodi  Uussell  and  Emmet :  we  Hhuok  hands,  and.  hav- 
ing rppeatril  our  |inirn>Mioas  of  unalterable  regarti  and  eKt^'cm 
lor  rw'h  other.  we)Kirt«(i;  and  this  was  tlic  last  interview  which 
1  was  so  happy  as  to  have  witli  tlioisc  two  invaluable  frierida 
bigelbrr.  I  n-member  it  was  in  a  little  ti-iungular  field  that  this 
ranvenation  tn<jlk  place ;  and  Knimet  remarked  to  im  thai  il  w  »s 
in  one  exarUy  like  ii  in  Switzerland,  wliere  William  Tell  and 
Jits  aMwriatr.s  planneil  Ihedounfa]]  of  the  tyranny  of  Auvitria. 
1'he  next  day  Kuhm'II  n-lurnrd  to  Belfast 

A«  J  was  drtei-niined  not  (o  apjvar  to  leave  Ireland  clandes- 
inrJy.  whHte\er  might  be  the  hazanl,  I  took  care,  nn  the  day  of 
■ckmn's  trial,  to  wulk  up  and  dow  ti  in  tl>e  ntuHt  pblir  hUt*^  in 
>iib)in,aiKltogo.  contrary  to  my  tKual  custom,  into  several  of  the 
most  frequrittcd  caffrc  Itousrs.  and  tnmy  boukiieilLT'a,^'!'^*'"' 
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citil)inon>livr|Ucnt«-tt.  Iiitliiw  liv«l[ilar«  I  wasseeTi  by  Lord  Mount- 
joy,  who  gavt-  luiii.<«rirt]ie|iainHUtr»Ilon  tlic  Attomi^-  Orocnil* 
lite  next  dKy,  luul  inform  him  tliat  I  waHtubi'Touml,  Tor  that  hr  had 
Hcen  me  in  JrrAer*j  Uie  tiny  before.  Thi*  Aliunify  deneml  }piv« 
him,  howpvor.  no  tlinnkN  for  Itis  ]>ains,  and  mi  the  affiiii-  cndrd) 
my  obiigation.  howevcf.  to  bis  Lonluhip.  Is  not  the  Icsh  for  hk 
good  iiitrntionfl.  Uavin);  miulv  tliis  8iuTifiu>  tu  a[ipi>arances,  I 
net,  uith  nil  diligi'ncr,  tu  jirvjuu*!*  for  my  drparlurc. :  1  xold  off 
all  my  littlp  jiroiwrty  «f  every  kind.  rcscr\-ing  ojily  wy  book*, 
of  which  I  had  a  very  goo<l  M'Irction  of  abotit  tax  btuidrcrf 
vuliiincs,  and  I  dcttmuinnl  to  take  leave  of  nobody.  I  alw 
resotvfd  iiot  to  rail  on  any  of  my  frii-nds.  not  even  Rnox  or 
£i»mrt.  for,  as  t  knew  thv  part  I  hud  Inkcn  In  JackMiti's  at- 
fail'  had  nusrd  a  violent  outcry  against  mo,  uith  a  very  minw- 
rous  and  itowri'tkil  party,  I  rcMilved  not  to  implicate  any  of  thott 
1  regarded  id  thv  difficulties  of  my  situation.  Satislird  wt  I  va» 
of  liie  rectitude  of  my  own  condnct.  and  of  Uie  jKirity  of  my 
motiiTs,  I  t>eliev%  1  nhould  have  hod  fortitude  tn  bear  tho  deser- 
tion of  my  be«t  friends ;  bnt.  to  titetr  honor  be  it  spoken,  1  vrns 
not  ]>ut  to  so  seven.'  a  trial-  I  did  not  low  tlie  countenance  and 
iiu]i)Kirl  of  any  one  man  whom  I  p>rteemed :  and  I  believe  that  1 
secured  tlie  (^utinuance  of  Uieir  regai-d  by  the  firmness  I  had 
shoun  at!  along  through  this  most  arduous  and  painful  trial; 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TOIVE. 

their  most  cordial  approbation,  and  they  botii  laid  tiic  most  posi« 
tive  iiyunctions  ujion  me  to  leave  nothing  unattempted  on  my 
pai-t,  to  force  mr  way  to  France^  anil  lay  our  situation  before 
the  Government  tiieiT,  obsening,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  I 
•acrceded,  there  was  nothing  in  tlie  power  of  my  country  to 
brHtow,  to  which  I  migiit  not  fairly  pretend.  It  has  often  a<sto- 
niriied  me,  and  them,  also,  that  tlie  Grovemment,  knowing  there 
was  a  French  Minister  at  rhiladelphia,  ever  suffered  me  to  go 
thither,  at  least  without  exacting  some  positive  assurance  on  my 
part  that  I  should  hold  no  communication  with  him,  direct  or 
indirect ;  so  it  was,  however,  that,  either  despising  my  efforts, 
or  looking  on  tliemselves  as  too  firmly  established  to  dread  any 
thing  tnxm  France,  they  suffei^  me  to  depart,  witliout  demand- 
ing any  satisfaction  wliatsoevep  on  that  topic — a  circumstance  of 
which  I  was  most  sincerely  glad:  for  had  I  been  obliged  to  gi^'o 
my  parole,  I  shcnild  have  been  exceedingly  distracted  between 
opposite  duties;  luckily,  however,  I  was  spared  the  difficulty: 
for  they  suffenMl  me  to  depai*!  without  any  stipulation  whatsoever. 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been  better  for  them,  if  they  had  adhered 
to  their  first  proposal  of  sending  me  out  to  India,  but  as  to 
that  tlie  event  will  determine. 

Having  paid  all  my  debts,  and  settled  witii  every  body,  I  set 
off  from  Dublin  for  Belfast  on  the  20th  May,  1795,  \^itli  my 
wife,  sister,  and  thi-ee  children,  leaving,  as  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, my  father  and  mother  in  very  sincere  affliction.  My  whole 
property  consisted  in  our  clothes,  my  books,  and  about  j8700 
in  money  and  bills  on  Philadelphia.  We  kept  our  spirits  admi- 
rably. The  great  attention  manifested  to  us,  the  convicliion 
fliat  we  were  suffering  in  the  best  of  causes,  the  hurry  attend- 
ing 80  great  a  change,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  vanity  in  show- 
ing ouraelves  superior  to  fortune,  supported  us  under  what  was 
certainly  a  trial  of  the  severest  kind.  But  if  our  friends  in 
Dublin  wvre  kind  and  affectionate,  those  in  Belfast,  if  possible^ 
were  still  moro  so.  During  near  a  month  that  we  remailied 
there,  we  were  every  day  engaged  by  one  or  other ;  even  tiiose 
who  acarcely  knew  me  were  eager  to  entertain  us ;  jiarties  and 
•scamioas  were  planned  for  our  amusements;  and,  certainly  the 
whole  of  oar  deportment  and  reception  at  Belfast  very  little 
leaembled  those  of  a  man  who  escaped  with  his  life  only 
hr  miracle,  and  who  ^^as  driven  into  exile  to  avoid  a  moro 
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diftgraccful  futts  I  irnipnibcr,  psirticulai-l}',  two  ilaj's  that  ve 
pusspA  on  tlio  Cave  lull.  On  tlic  Timl,  Ruswll,  NcilsoM.  Simnis, 
M'Cnickri),  and  one?  or  tun  more  of  u<t,  on  the  sumniit  at 
M'Ai'tS  roit.  took  a  Htiptnti  ubligatioii,  wbicli,  1  Uiink  I  may 
say.  I  liavp,  on  my  part,  enilwivoi-cd  to  fulfil — iie\er  t»  desist 
in  our  efforts,  until  wc  had  <4ubverted  tliR  authority  of  l^ngUnd 
over  our  country,  and  aiwi^rt^^il  lier  indepi-udenc«.  AnoUicr  day 
vt  liad  the  tt'nt  of  the  first  regiment  pitrlied  in  the  Deer  Paritt 
and  a  company  of  tliirty  of  us.  inclutliiig  the  family  of  the 
Btmms's.  Ncilson's.  M'Cracken's.  anil  my  own.  din«l  and 
Bpent  tlie  day  tt^>t)ier  dt'liciwrnly.  But  the  moxt  agre^'iUile  day 
wp  passed  during  our  ntay,  and  one  of  the  mait  agreeable  oS 
our  Uves,  was  in  an  excursion  wc  made  with  the  Siinms'ti.  Mcil< 
son,  antl  RumtII.  to  Ram'ti  Island,  a  beaiitinil  awl  romantic 
Bpot  in  Loch  Neagh.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  moi-e  delight- 
All,  anil  we  agreed,  in  whutevci-  qiiafter  we  might  find  our- 
selves, respectively,  to  commemorate  tlic  anniversary  of  that 
day.  the  1  Itli  of  June,  At  length  the  hour  of  our  departure 
arrived.  On  tJie  I3t)i  June.  \ve  embarked  on  buani  the  Cincio' 
natus.  of  Wilmington,  Capt  JamcA  Robinmn.  and  I  flatter 
myself  we  cairied  witli  us  the  i-egret  of  all  who  knew  us,  Kvai 
some  nf  my  former  friends,  who  had   long  ^inre  deserted  mci 
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incmvmient,  but  nrceasity  and  custom  by  <logi-ces  reronciled  us 
to  our  sitiintuin ;  our  grr^ttest  siiSering  was  want  of  good  wator, 
ntirfrr  niiirh  we  laboirtl  the  whole  passage,  and  whk'Ii  we  found 
H  impiMsiblr  to  replace  by  wine  porter,  or  npints.  of  wliich  we 
had  abundance.  The  captain  was  tolerably  civil,  the  vesnel  was 
Moot,  and  we  had  good  weather  almost  the  whole  of  our  voyage. 
But  we  were  30Q  pawengers  on  board  of  a  ship  of  230  tons. 
and  nf  conrac  crowde<l  to  a  degi-ec  not  to  be  conceived  by  tbooe 
who  have  not  been  on  boai-d  a  pa^isenger  ship.  The  slaves  ^o 
are  carried  from  the  coast  of  Afnca  have  much  more  room  al- 
lon'cd  them  than  the  mixcrable  emigrants  who  pass  fWim  Ins 
land  to  America ;  for  the  avarice  of  the  captains  in  that  trade 
ifl  Hurh,  tJiat  they  think  tliey  never  can  load  their  vessels  suf- 
flcioitly,  and  they  trouble  their  heads  in  general  no  more  about 
Ibe  Bccommotlation  and  stowage  of  their  passengers,  tlian  of 
any  other  lumber  aboai-d.  I  labored,  and  with  some  success, 
tointroducc  something  likeapolice,  and  a  certain  degree,  tliough 
a  very  imperfect  one.  of  rlcaiilincfls  among  them.  Certainly  the 
air  of  the  sea  must  be  wonderfully  wbnlesomc ;  for,  if  the  same 
number  of  wretches  of  us  had  been  nliut  up  in  the  sumc  space 
ashore,  with  so  much  inconvenience  of  every  kind  about  us.  two 
thirds  of  us  would  have  died  in  the  time  of  onr  voyage.  As  it 
was,  in  spite  of  every  thing,  we  were  tolerably  healthy ;  wc  lost 
hut  one  passenger,  a  woman ;  we  had  flomo  sick  aboard,  and 
ttw  friendship  of  James  Macdonnell,  of  Belfast,  having  supplied 
■M  with  a  small  medicine  chest  and  n-ritten  directions,  1  took 
en  myself  the  ofiice  of  physician.  I  prescribed  and  administer- 
•d  accordingly,  and  I  had  tlic  satisfaction  to  land  all  my  pa- 
tients safe  and  sound.  As  wc  distributed  liberally  Uieaurpbisdf 
oar  sea  stores,  of  which  wc  had  great  abundance,  and  especially 
as  we  gave,  from  time  to  time,  wine  and  porter  to  the  sick  and 
i^^,  we  soon  became  very  popular  aboard,  and  I  am  sure  there 
was  no  sacrifice  to  our  ease  or  convenience,  in  the  power  of  our 
pow  ftllow  passengers  to  make,  that  wemight  not  have  command- 
fld.  Thirty  days  of  our  voyage  had  now  passed  over  without  any 
events  save  the  ordinary  ones  of  seeing  now  a  shoal  of  por- 
fOMS,  now  a  shark,  now  a  set  of  dolphins,  the  peacocks  of  the 
aa,  playing  about,  and  once  or  twice  a  whale.  We  had.  indeed, 
been  hraugfat  to,  when  about  a  week  at  sea,  by  the  William 
Vitt,  Indiaman,  which  wan  rrtaming  to  £arop0  with  abont 
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twenty  otlici-  Hliipn.  under  convoy  of  four  or  five  mm  of  war; 
but  on  examining  mir  jHipcrfl.  they  HuRVrod  us  to  prucci-il.  At 
lengtli.  about  tlic  SOUi  of  July,  mmv  tinw  afU-r  ut  liiul  deftred 
the  banks  of  Newfounclland.  w«^  uei-p  stopped  by  tlirce  British 
fi-igatcfl,  theThetia.  Ci^t.  Lord  Corhraiie.  the  tluHHar,  Cajitaiii 
Rose,  auit  the  fi)(|M.*raiire,  Cupt.  Woo<l.  who  biHu^lfd  us,  ami 
alter  treating  us  witli  the  greatest  inwklerirp.  both  oflieers  and 
yaiJors.  they  prcsBcd  every  one  of  our  hands,  save  one,  and 
near  filty  of  my  unfortunate  fellow  passengers,  who  vt-re  iitOMt 
of  Ihem  flying  to  Aint^ricu  to  avoid  tli«  tyi-anny  of  a  bad  govern- 
ment at  home,  and  who  thus  most  unrxiturtedly  fell  under  Ih* 
severest  tyranny,  one  of  Uieni  at  least,  whieb  exists.  As  I  uat 
in  a  jarket  and  trowsers  one  of  tlie  lieutt^nants  ordered  me  into 
the  boat,  aa  a  fit  man  to  nerve  ttie  king,  and  it  was  only  tbc 
srreams  of  my  uifr  and  sJRter  whirJi  JndufTd  him  to  de.>iist.  It 
would  have  been  a  jn-rtty  termination  to  my  aihentures  if  I  had 
been  pressed  ami  sent  on  hoai-d  a  man  af  war.  The  insolence  of 
these  tyrants,  as  well  to  myself  as  to  my  poor  fe4Iow  passcngcrSt 
in  «hose  fate  a  fellowship  in  misfortune  had  inteirstcd  me,  I 
have  not  since  forgotten,  and  I  never  will.  At  length,  alter  de- 
taining us  two  days,  during  which  they  rummaged  us  at  least 
twenty  times,  Ihey  sufTerwl  us  to  proceed. 
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ItS^  regimenty  but,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war, 
he  resigned  his  commission^  and  offered  his  services  to  Con- 
gms,  ^'ho  immediately  gave  him  a  regiment,  from  which  he 
rose  by  degrees  to  his  present  rank.  He  was  a  beautiful,  hale, 
stout  old  man,  of  near  seventy,  perfectly  tlie  soldier  and  tlie 
gentleman,  and  he  took  a  great  liking  to  us,  as  we  did  to  him 
on  our  part  On  our  removal  to  Ptiiladelphia,  he  found  us  a 
lodging  with  one  of  his  acquaintance,  and  rendered  all  tlie  little 
services  and  attentions  that  our  situation  as  strangers  required, 
which  indeed  he  continued  w  ithout  remission,  during  the  whole 
of  my  stay  in  America,  and  I  doubt  not  equally  since  my  de- 
parture. I  have  a  sincere  and  gi-ateful  sense  of  the  kindness- of 
this  worthy  veteran. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  wiiich  was  about 
the  7th  or  8th  of  August,  I  found  out  my  old  friend  and  brother 
exile*  Dr*  Reynolds^  who  seemed,  to  my  very  great  satisfaction, 
very  comfortably  settled.  From  him  I  learned  that  Hamilton 
Rowan  had  arrived  about  six  weeks  before  me  from  France  and 
that  same  evening  we  all  tliree  met.  It  Wijs  a  singular  rencontre, 
and  our  several  escapes  from  an  ignominious  death  seemed 
little  shoil;  of  a  miracle.  We  communicated  respectively  our 
several  adventures,  since  our  last  interview,  which  took  place  in 
the  gaol  of  Newgate  in  Dublin,  fourteen  months  before.  In 
Reynolds'  adventures  there  was  notliing  very  extraoi*dinary. 
Rowan  had  been  seized  and  thrown  into  prison  immediately  on 
bis  landing  near  Brest,  from  whence  he  was  rescued  by  the  in- 
terference of  a  young  man  named  Sullivan,  an  Irishman,  in  the 
service  of  the  Republic,  and  sent  on  to  Paris,  to  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,  by  Prieur  de  la  Mamtf  the  Deputy  on  Mission. 
On  lus  arrival,  he  was  seized  with  a  most  dangerous  fever,  from 
which  ho  narrowly  escaped  witli  his  life ;  when  he  recovered,  as 
well  as  during  his  illness,  he  was  maintained  by  the  French 
Government ;  he  gave  in  some  memorials  on  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  began,  from  the  reception  he  met  with,  to  conceive 
some  hopes  of  success,  but  immediately  after,  came  on  the  famous 
9fli  Thermidor,  the  downfall  of  Robespierre,  and  the  dissolution 
cf  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  The  total  change  which  this 
pradnoed  in  the  politics  of  France,  and  the  attention  of  every 
man  being  occupied  by  his  own  immediate  pei*sonal  safety,  w^re 
Hie  canae  that  Bowan  and  his  plans  were  forgotten  in  the  con- 


}33 


UPB  OP 


fusion.  AfF^r  remwiing,  therefore,  m^vrral  monlJin,  und  aenng 
no  likelihood  of  bringing  matters  to  any  favm-aliln  itmue;  be 
yii'idcd  to  tlic  solicitude  of  his  fuinily  and  InciidH.  and  embarked 
at  HavTe  for  New  York,  where  he  ari-i\'ml  Hhoiit  Uw  middle  oT 
June,  KS.i.  afl^r  a  tedious  passHge  of  eleven  weeks. 

It  is  unnccei<sar;f  t^tdcUil  aguiii  my  ndveittiireK.  which  I  re^ 
lated  to  liu'in  at  Dili  lengtli.  as  well  an  evei->  thing  irluliiig  b> 
tlie  Htate  of  puUtirii  in  Ireland,  ^out  nbich.  it  may  be  nell  >(u|^ 
posed,  their  cunosity  And  unxie^-  were  extivuie-  I  then  pro- 
ceefled  to  tell  tlieni  my  [lej^igiiH,  and  tliat  I  intended  wailing  ttio 
next  day  on  tlie  French  Minihi^r.  with  HUch  ciTdentials  as  I  had 
brought  with  nic  which  wei-e  Uie  two  votes  of  tliutiks  of  the 
Catliolics,  and  my  certificate  of  admission  into  tlie  Bell'iwt  vo- 
lunteent,  engmsneil  on  veUum.  and  signed  by  tlie  Chairman  uai 
Secretaries :  and.  I  added,  tliat  I  n  onid  i^fer  to  them  both  fiR- 
my  credibility,  in  case  the  MiniiiU'r  had  any  doiibtn.  Rowan 
oBered  tu  come  with  me,  and  intrwUirc  nie  to  the  Minister, 
Citizen  Adct.  whom  he  had  known  in  Paris ;  but  1  observed  to 
him,  that  as  there  were  English  agents  without  nuniher  in  Phi- 
ladel]dii>it  ''^  ^'^^^  most  probably  watched,  and,  consequently,  his 
being  swn  to  go  with  me  to  Adet.  might  matc>rially  pi-ejudice 
his  interests  in  Irelaml.    1,  Uierefore,  declined  hi»  ofler,  but  I 
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od  me.  however,  I  miglit  rely  on  my  memorial  being  transmitted 
to  the  French  Government,  and  backed  with  his  stit>Mgest  re- 
commendations ;  and  he  also  promised  to  write  particularly  to 
procure  the  enlargement  of  my  bi'other  Matthew,  who  was  then 
in  prison  at  Guise ;  all  which  1  have  since  found  he  faitiilully 
performed. 

1  had  now  discharged  my  conscience,  as  to  my  duty  to  my 
country :  and  it  Mas  with  tlie  sincei-est  and  deepest  contristation 
of  mind  that  I  saw  tliis,  my  last  effort,  likely  to  be  of  so  littlo 
effect  It  was  barely  possible,  but  I  did  not  much  expect  that 
the  French  Government  might  take  notice  of  my  memorial,  and 
if  they  did  not,  there  was  an  end  of  all  my  hopes.  I  now  began 
to  endeavor  to  bend  my  mind  to  my  situation,  but  to  no  purpose. 
I  moved  my  family,  first  to  Westchester,  and  tlien  to  Downings- 
town,  both  in  tlie  state  cf  Pennsylvania,  about  thirty  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  and  I  begrji  to  look  about  for  a  small  plantation, 
such  as  might  suit  tlic  shattered  state  of  my  financi^s,  on 
which  tlie  enormous  expense  of  living  in  Philadelpliia,  three 
times  as  dear  as  at  Paris,  or  even  London,  was  beginning  to 
make  a  sensible  inroad.  Wliilc  they  remained  there,  in  tlie  neigh- 
borhood of  our  friend  General  Humpton,  whose  kindness  and 
attention  continued  unabate<i,  I  made  diverse  excui-sions,  cm  foot 
uiil  in  the  stage-wagons,  in  quest  of  a  farm.  The  situation  of 
Princeton,  in  New  Jersey,  struck  me,  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
and  I  determined,  if  possible,  to  settle  in  that  neighborhood.  I 
accordingly  agreed  with  a  Dutch  farmer  for  a  plantation  of  one 
hundred  acres,  with  a  small  wooden  house,  which  would  liave 
suited  me  m'cU  enougli,  for  which  I  was  to  pay  £  750  of  that 
currency ;  but  the  fellow  was  too  covetous,  and  after  all  was,  I 
thought,  finished,  he  retracted,  and  wanted  to  screw  more  out  of 
me,  (m  which  I  bnAe  ofi*  the  treaty  in  a  rage,  aud  ho  begas 
to  repent,  but  I  was  obstinate.  At  length  I  agreed  with  a 
Captain  Leonard  for  a  plantation  of  180  acres,  beautifully  situ- 
ated within  two  miles  of  Princeton,  and  half  of  it  under  timber* 
I  was  to  pay  £1,180  currency,  and  I  believe  it  was  worth  the 
■MNi^.  I  moved,  in  consequence,  my  family  to  Princeton,  where 
I  hired  a  small  house  for  the  winter,  ^liich  I  fumislied  frugallj 
and  decently.  I  fitted  up  my  study,  and  began  to  think  my  lot 
to  be  an  American  farmer. 
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In  tJiis  fi-ftinr  of  minil  I  continued  tor  sunii^  diiie,  waiting  for 
tite  lawyer  wlio  vtus e iiij)loyed  to  dniw  the  ilecds,  and  expecting 
next  Siiring  tn  remove  to  my  piircliasc.  and  to  begin  fitriiiing  «t 
last,  when,  one  day  I  was  niuwil  from  my  letiiurgy  by  tlw  ir- 
ceipt  or  letters  fi-om  Reogh.  Kiis.'icll,  and  ttie  two  Siiiiiim'.s,  wl>nv- 
in.  affci-  pniicssions  of  the  wannest  aiul  sincei-cst  rpyan),  they 
proreeded  to  anjiiuint  nic  that  the  state  of  tlir  public  mind  in  In- 
land was  ad^'lUlcillg  ia  rrpiiblicanlsm  faster  than  rvett  I  nnld 
believe;  and  they  pR'ssed  me.  In  tlie  sti-ongesl  nianitci-.  t«  fulfil 
the  engagement  1  had  made  with  tlieni  at  my  depai*tiire,  aodk 
move  heaven  and  earlli  to  force  my  way  to  tlie  Fi-encli  Go>'cn- 
mcnt,  in  oi-der  to  Hupplicate  their  assistance.  Wtn.  Bimmn.  at 
tJie  end  of  a  most  friendly  and  nlVertimiute  letlei-.  ik'siml  roe  In 
draw  upon  liiin  for  £200  Nterltng.  and  that  my  bill  sliuuld  br 
punctiiaUy  paid,  an  offer,  at  llic  liberality  of  wliirtt,  well  us  I 
knew  the  man,  I  contessl  was  niit-priiied.  I  immediately  hauM 
tlie  letters  to  my  wife  and  sister.aiidilesiri'dt!ieiro|>iiiion.  wliidi 
I  foresaw  would  he  tliiit  1  Hliotihl  immediately,  if  [tos^ililp.  ar> 
out  for  France.  My  wife,  csjteriiilly,  whose  courage.  »iid  wltoar 
zeal  for  my  honor  and  interests  were  not  in  the  least  abated  ky 
all  her  past  sufferings,  supplicated  me  to  let  no  consti deration  of 
her  or  our  diildi'cn  stand,  tor  a.  moment,  in  Uie  way  nf  my  at- 
gagemrntsto  our  friends,  and  my  duty  to  my  country  ;  adding. 
that  she  would  answer  for  our  family  dtiring  my  ab.scitCf.  and 
that  the  same  Providence  which  had  na  often,  as  itwrre.  miracu- 
Jouslypi-escncdus,  would,  she  was  confident,  not  desert  us  now. 
My  sister  Joined  her  in  tliose  intreatics,  and  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed I  required  no  great  supplication  to  induce  nie  to  make  om 
more  attempt  in  a  cause  to  which  I  had  been  su  long  devoted. 
I  set  off*,  accoi-dingly.  the  next,  morning  (it  being  tliis  ti  me  abmt 
the  end  of  November)  for  Philadelphia,  and  went,  imuiPdiutHy 
on  my  arrival,  to  Adet,to  whom  I  showed  the  lettei-!*  1  had  just 
received,  and  I  referred  luin  to  Rowan,  who  was  then  in  Iowa, 
For  the  character  of  the  w  ritera.  I  hail  the  satisfaction,  roiitru7 
to  my  expectations,  to  find  Ailetas  willing  to  forward  and  amut 
my  design  now.  as  he  seemed,  to  me  at  least,  lukewarm,  when  1  saw 
him  before,  in  August.  He  told  me,  immediatirly.  tliat  he  wouU 
give  me  letters  to  die  French  Government,  riToinmcnding  me  in 
the  strongest  manner,  and,  also,  money  to  hear  my  expcnsett,  if 
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neceanry.  I  fiianked  him  most  sincerely  for  the  letters,  but  I 
tlcclinod  accepting  any  pecuniary  assistance.  Having  thus  far 
minnounted  my  difficulties,  I  wrote  for  my  brother  Arthur,  who 
wsfts  at  Princeton,  to  come  to  me  immediately,  and  I  fitted  him 
out  with  all  expedition  for  sea*  Having  entrusted  him  witli  my 
determination  of  sailing  for  France  in  the  first  vessel,  I  ordered 
him  to  communicate  this,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland, 
Id  Neilson,  Simms,  and  Russell,  in  Belfast,  and  to  Re(^h  and 
M*Cormick  only,  in  Dublin.  To  every  one  else,  including,  espe- 
cially, my  fatlier  and  mother,  I  desired  him  to  say  that  I  had 
purchased,  and  was  settled  upon  my  farm,  near  Princeton. 
Having  fully  instructed  him,  I  put  him  on  board  the  Susanna, 
Capt  Baird,  bound  for  Belfast,  and,  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1795,  he  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  and^  I  presume,  he  arrived 
safet  but,  as  yet,  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  of  him. 
Having  despatched  him,  I  settled  all  my  afiairs  as  speedily  as 
possible.  I  drew  on  Simms  for  j8200  pounds,  agreeable  to  his 
letter,jS150  sterling  of  whichldevoted  to  my  voyage;  my  friend 
Reynolds  procured  me  Louis  d'ors  at  the  bank  for  £100  sterling 
worth  of  silver.  I  convciixMl  the  remainder  of  my  little  property 
into  bank  stock,  and  having  signed  a  general  power  of  attorney 
to  my  wife,  I  waited  finally  ou  Adet,  who  gave  me  a  letter  in 
cypher,  directed  to  the  Comite  do  Salut  public,  tlie  only  creden- 
tial which  I  intended  to  bring  with  me  to  France.  I  spent  one 
day  in  Philadelphia  with  Reynolds,  Rowan,  and  my  old  friend 
and  fellow-sufferer  James  Napper  Tandy,  who,  after  a  long  con- 
cealment and  many  adventures,  was  re«^ntly  arrived  from  Ham^ 
bvgli,  and,  at  length,  on  the  13th  December,  at  night,  I  arrived 
at  Princeton,  whitlicr  Rowan  accompanied  me,  bringing  with 
me  a  few  presents  for  my  wife,  sister,  and  our  dear  little  babies^. 
That  n^t  we  supped  together  in  high  spirits,  and  Rowan  retir- 
ing immediately  after,  my  wife,  sister,  and  I,  sat  together  till  very 
bile,  engaged  in  tliat  kind  of  animated  and  entliusiastic  conversa^ 
thm  which  our  cliaracters,  and  the  naturae  of  the  enterprise  I  was 
embarked  in,  may  be  supposed  to  give  rise  to.  The  courage  and 

of  the  women  supported  me,  and  them  too,  beyond  my 
;  we  had  neither  tears  nor  lamentations,  but,  on  the 

r,  the  most  ardent  hope,  and  the  most  steady  resolution. 
At  kagth,  at  four  the  next  morning,  I  embraced  them  both  for 
the  hat  ttne,  and  we  parted  with  a  steadiness  which  astonished 
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mc  On  tiie  16th  December  I  arrived  in  New  Yorky  and  tool 
my  passage  on  board  tlie  ship  Jersey,  Capt  George  BaroiVi 
I  remained  in  New  York  for  ten  days,  during  wluch  time  I  wrote 
continually  to  my  family,  and  a  day  or  two  before  my  departure 
I  received  a  letter  fi*om  my  wife  informing  me  that  she  was  witk 
child,  a  circumstance  which  she  had  concealed  so  far,  I  am  sure, 
lest  it  might  have  had  some  influence  on  my  determinatioii.  On 
the  IstJanuar}',  1796,1  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook^  with  nine M- 
low  passengers,  all  French,  bound  for  Havre  de  Grraoe.  Ov 
voyage  lasted  exactly  one  montli,  during  the  most  partof  wbkk 
we  had  heavy  bloifring  weather ;  five  times  we  had  such  gakoflf 
wind  as  obliged  us  to  lie  under  a  close  reefed  mizen  stay-sa3; 
however,  our  ship  was  stout  We  had  plenty  of  provisions,  wiai^ 
brandy,  and,  especially,  what  I  thought  more  of,  remembering 
my  last  voyage,  excellent  water,  so  tliat  I  had  no  reason  tooon- 
plain  of  my  passage.  We  did  not  meet  a  single  vessel  of  ftra^ 
either  French  or  English ;  we  passed  three  or  four 
bound  mostly,  like  ourselves,  to  France.  On  the  27tii 
in  soundings,  at  85  fathoms ;  on  tlie  S8th  we  made  the  IJmii4 
andy  at  length,  on  the  1st  of  February,  we  landed  in  safety  at 
Havre  de  Grace,  having  met  with  not  the  smallest  accident  dn^ 
ing  our  voyage.  My  adventures,  from  this  date,  are  fUDy  d^ 
tailed  in  the  Diary,  which  I  have  kept  regularly  since  my 
val  in  France^ 
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THIS  Appendix  comprisea  a  aelection  amongst  such  of  liis 
Mcmorandunw,  Notes,  and  Letters,  as  we  have  been  able  to 
recover,  and  deemed  illustrative  of  the  character  of  ttie  author, 
Or  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  They  were  nTitten  with  tlic 
utmost  carelessness,  and  destined  for  the  perusal  of  only  one  or 
two  friends.  Ah  my  father  and  his  friends  bad  tlie  habit  of  de- 
aignaUng  ear))  other  by  mock  names,  drawn  fi-om  any  trivial 
circumstance,  the  following  key  will  be  necessary  to  understand 
the  D^gmcnts  of  his  Journals. 

JUr.  Ilutfon,  or  John  Hiitlon — means  Mr.  Tone. 

P.  P.  Clerk  of  the  PnrisA— Mr.  T.  Russell,  liis  friend. 

BUfesai—The  City  of  Belfast. 

The  Draper,        Mr.  Wm,  Sinclair 

The  Jncobin,        Mr.  Samuel  Neilson 

The  Tnnner,        Mr.  Robert  Simms 

The  thpacrile.     Dr.  Maciionnell 

Tlie  htsh  Slavei  Mr.  Macabe 

The  Keeper,  Whitley  Stokes* 

3*e  Trifrun*         J.  Nniiper  Tandy 

The  Vintner,        Mr.  Edward  Byrne, 

of  Mullnaihack        C 
Go^,  Mr.  John  Keogh        ] 

J!B^,  Mr.  R.  M'ComicktJ 


United  Irish  leaders 
in  Betfait. 


United  Irish  leaders 
Dublin. 


■  Dean  of  Trinitj  College. 

f  BecrtUry  of  the  CMhol!c  Cnmmiitee. 
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Frtigmenh  of  Menwramltims  prcrioua  to  1791* 

June  21,  1789.  Fitzgihboirs  want  of  (cmpcr  ami  undoi 
parliitlily  « ill  Irt  in  tiis  ivMcntnirntH  und  liis  unW'tions  to  1 
iiU  ilrrUiuiiH.    Bnt  Lonl  Earlsfui-t  is  an  ignorant  in 
8tii]ii(l  Riiin.  and  -a  coii-u])t  man. 

,Vnn.  Tliir  coiiimitliT  for  drawing  up  Hw  addn 
(.'Inuicfllur.  being  iieiided  1i}  Kgaii  ami  Ttnn  Fit/gci'ald,  van 
Kiiid  In  (.'urcati  to  be  inoi-e  Ukn  a  (nnnitiiltco  fur  draH'ing  & 
nnguri.  ttian  I'nr  dmwin^  ui>  an  address. 

.Vrtit.  Wlipii  tlic  Cliicf  Bai-on.  at  thi-  time  nf  the  King'tt  ill- 
ni'M),  went  o\(T  to  London,  liis  rompaniuns  wci-v  Curcaii.  Kgan, 
und  K.  Biii'ii'tt;  onwbicb  Fitzgibbon  ifinai'kcd,  tbul  liv  tr>- 
vclli^l  like  a  mountebank,  with  a  nionkej'.  a  bear,  and  a  sliglit- 
ul-hiind  man. 

Jiinr  30,  iron.  My  iih'H  of  jiolitiral  Hrntimeiit  in  livlaml.  b. 
that,  in  the  middling  i-anks,  and.  indeed,  in  Um*  spirit  «jf  llie 
people,  tliei-e  in  a  giTsit  Hm<l  »(  if,  hut  .stilU<d  anr!  snppivsHefl,  as 
nmrli  tm  ]H»s.sible,  by  tlie  expensive  depra^itj  mid  romiptJon  of 
tbiwe  wIks  fiimi  fank  ami  cieemustanctrH,  roriKtitnte  tlie  h-giitl^ 
tuiv.  ^^Iiatevn'  liaM  been  (ioue,  han  been  by  the  penjile,  fttricQj 
K{H-aking.  wHiti  ba\e  not  uftt-n  been  wanting  totiiemsi'lvcs,  ulnv 
inlurmed  of  tbeir  inteeests  by  surli  men  us  S\^ill.  Fluml,  Grat- 
(uii.  \c. 

Jfrm.  Miibnel  Smitb  went  wix  yeai-!*  ixitnid  iH'forc  be  nuuk 
half  a  guinea.  Downes,  intbeyear  ITHS,  received  hiufirat  brirf 
in  a  tiTonI,  by  llie  joint  iiiflneiK'c  and  jirocuirnieiit  of  Uuillrjr 
HiiR.wy.  Denniit  George,  and  ^liilme]  Sinitli :  bnt  tltey  eiigagrd 
him  in  every  cause  un  tliat  rirciiit,  and  lie  bad  merit  to  Hiixluiii 
the  nvomnicndutiitn. 

■Mem.  fl'ollc  in  Ibo  Cbancellor's  pi-i*  ate  tutor  in  Irgul  mat- 
ters. FitKgibbon  bui  i-enrl  Cnke  and  Littleton,  under  bin  jkapa; 
he  biM  »  very  intelligent  clerk  to  note  iiis  briolH;  be  tini«  Boyd 
to  bunt  bis  cmtcs:  and  lie  biusnme  t;ilents,  great  n-adincs8,  and 
uHsiiiiinee ;  and  tliere  is  F'itsigibtmn. 

.Vfvi.  Ei>ikiiie,  u  ho,  in  Englnnd.  in  not  looked  iipnn  u»  a  trrf 
sound  lawyei',  known  more  law  than  tlie  twelve  JiKlges  of  Ire- 
land, ;i/ifs  the  Cbaiieellor. 

^aguat  4.  179l>.  AVogiui  Rrownc.  Esq.  fiireiiian  of  tbe  {^rmnd 
Jiirj  of  couiily  Kildme.  wnl  down  this  evening  to  tbe  liur-roou 
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a  newspaper  of  the  3(1,  containing  the  resoliitioas  of  tlic  Whig 
Club,  in  anH\s'cr  to  a  printed  six^ech,  piii'|ioi'ting  to  be  that  of 
tlie  Chancellor*  on  the  elertion  of  Alilennan  James.  It  was  en- 
closed in  the  following  letter:  <•  Mr.  Wogan  Bi*ownc  presents 
^  his  compliments  to  tlic  gentlemen  of  the  Bar ;  lie  encloses  tiieni 
^  tills  day*s  paiier,  which  he  has  just  now  i*eceivcd ;  he  requests 
*•  diey  w  ill  retiini  it  to  him,  and  hopes  they  will  find  in  tlie  vin- 
^dication  of  the  Whig  Club*  principles  similar  to  their  own;  as 
^  honest  and  blunt  men  must  look  up  to  talcnte  for  the  supiioi-t 
^of  their  most  undenied  rights  in  times  when  tliey  ai'c  so 
«« shamefully  invadcff 

This  bold  and  manly  epistle  struck  the  bar  of  a  heap.   The 
father,  a  siip|M>rter  of  opposition  in  Paiiianicnt,  was  here  only 
solicitims  lum*  he  should  escape  giving  an  answer,  which,  indeed, 
every  man,  save  one  or  two.  schemed  desirous  to  shift  on  his  neigh- 
bor.   Bum  and  Burrowes  were  decide<l  to  meet  tlie  letter  boldly ; 
Brownrigg  and  Lespinasse  for  taking  no  furtlier  notice  tlian  ai> 
knowledging  the  receipt;  the  first,  on  the  principle  of  prcs4*rv- 
ing  tlie  hurinony  of  the  bar ;  tlie  latter,  for  some  time,  could 
assign  no  i-eason  for  his  opinion,  other  than  that*  he  did  not 
know  w  ho  Mr.  Rrawne  was ;  but,  at  lengtJi,  when  pressed,  he 
said,  with  e([ual  candor  and  libei*ality,  <«  that  he  did  not  like  to 
••receive  any  thing  fmin  a  reformed  Papist.'*    The  general 
senses  sc*emiiig  to  be  for  som(*tliing  in  i-eply  which  slioiild  be 
pericvtiy  insipid.  I  grew  out  of  patience,  and  proposed,  I  con- 
fess witliout  ho{ie  of  its  being  sulopted.  a  resolution  to  the  fol- 
kwiiig  puqKirt:   That  tlie  Leinster  Bar,  in  common  with  tbe 
Whig  Club,  and  many  other  resiiectable  societies,   felt  the 
wannest  indignation  and  abhorrence  of  the  late  uncoastitutional 
proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  die  election  of  Alderman 
James— procei'diiigs  no  less  formidable  to  tlie  libei'ties  of  the 
capital,  than  alaiining  to  every  city  in  the  kingdom,  as  foi-ming 
part  of  a  system,  evidently  subversive  of  their  franchises, 
wfaptiier  established  by  custom,  charter,  or  tlie  statute  law  of 
liif  land. 

Thin  resolution  the  majority  seemed  determined  to  conceive 
that  I  was  not  serious  in ;  yet  1  was.  However,  being  utterly 
hopefefw  of  support;,  I  did  not  press  it  Two  or  tlii-ee  civil 
were  jiroposed,  of  which  the  following,  by  Uochford,  may 
as  a  sample.   *♦  Tlie  Leinster  Bar  present  tlieir  compli- 
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••  racnts  to  Mr.  Wogan  Bro\^7ic%  and  are  tliankful  to  Itiin  Air 
•' his  obliging  communicatiun  of  tliLs  day's  paper,  which  tixj 
•'liave  tJie  lionor  of  retunung." 

Uowevcr,  the  sense  of  shame  in  tlie  majority  was  too  bigb  to 
admit  so  milky  a  composition,  and,  at  length,  aflrr  much  inn- 
gular  scuflling.  the  fulla%t~uig  was  adoptetl  as  an  answer.  <m 
my  proposal,  nliicii  1  premised  by  stating  tliHt  it  had  not  toy 
own  approbation,  as  being  too  feeble :  "  The  Lcinatcr  Bar  «- 
"turn  their  tlianks  to  Mr.  Wogan  Browne,  for  his  early  con- 
''mimiration  of  tlie  resolutions  of  the  Whig  Club.  Uowerav 
"  individually,  a  majority  of  the  gentlemen  present  may  appnm 
"of  tlie  spirit  of  tliese  restdutious,  yet.  as  many  respcrtahfe 
"  members  ai'e  absent,  the  Bai*.  as  a  boily,  do  not  feel  thcn- 
"  selves  authorized  to  give  any  further  opinion  on  the  subject  flf 
"Mr.  Browne's  letter." 

llie  woi-ds  "  majority  of  gentlemen  present,**  being  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Moore,  produced  a  division  to  asrei-tain  tiko  pouti 
when  nine  were  for  continuing  and  five  were  for  expuuf^ii^ 
them. 

N.  B.  Such  is  the  public  sinrit  and  virtue  of  tho  Lcinstcr 


Fragmtnis  nf  A'bits,  Letters,  and  Memoranditms,  of  1791. 

.V«ie  afikt  Editor. — Towanli  the  cloM  ofthi)  }e*r,  mil  >t  th«  period  of  aif 
father'^  firal  journry  lo  Belftsl.  he  bi'ii^n,  u  he  stiles  in  his  own  Hfi-,  |« 
keep  (ht  repiUrieriei  of  Iboae  journili,  of  which  we  have  recovered  thcM 
fragmenit. 

Jidy  14,  1791.  I  sent  down  to  Belfast,  resolutions  ttuiU^  U 
tliis  day,  and  reduced  to  tiuvc  heads.  lst«  Thut  Engliab  iiK 
fluencc  in  Ireland  was  tlie  great  grievanc*  of  the  country,  at, 
That  tlie  most  eflertual  w  ay  to  opjiose  it  was  by  a  reform  il 
Pai-liament.  Sd,  I'hat  no  reform  could  be  just  or  efficacioiB^ 
which  did  not  include  the  Catliotica.  which  last  opuiion,  bov- 
cvcr,  in  concession  to  pivjudicos,  was  rather  insinuated  thta 
asserted. 

i  am,  this  day,  July  1 7,  U91  •  informed  that  tlie  last  question  vem 
lost.  If  so,  my  present  impression  is,  toliecomea  red  hot  Catholic  t 
seeing  that  in  tiic  party,  appai-ently.  and  periiapx  really,  lodst 
anxious  for  reform,  it  is  rather  a  niono|MiIy,  than  an  extrnsHMi 
of  liberty,  wliich  is  Uicir  object,  contrary  to  all  Justice  ■ 
exi»dienoy. 
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Joitmey  (o  BelJasI,  Oehhcr,  1791. 

Wtdncidatj.  Oct.  1 1,  1791-  Arrivwl  at  Belfitst  late,  and  was 
introducuil  tu  Digger,  but  no  material  conversation.  Bonfires, 
iUuniinations,  firing  twenty-one  guns,  volunt^ci-H.  Kc, 

October  I2.  Introduced  1o  Mcl'irr  and  Sinclair.  A  nioeting 
b^twi^e^  Russfll,  M'Tier,  Macabo,  and  mo.  MimIc  of  doing 
T  buHinesa  by  a  Secret  Committrc.  w  lio  are  not  kiinun  or  xuNprcted 
f  co-operating,  l>ut  wlio,  in  fart,  dirrct  tlie  niovement:^  of  Bel- 
Much  conversation  about  the  Catholicst  and  tlieir  com- 
Inittm.  Ace  of  which  tliey  know  wonderfully  litUc  at  Blefe»cii. 
Tettled  to  dine  with  the  Secret  Committee  at  Drew's,  on  Satur- 
day, when  tJic  resolutions,  icv.  of  the  United  Irish  will  he<  sub> 
mittcd.  Sent  them  off*,  anil  sat  <lown  to  nvw'  inoilel  the  former 
copy.  Very  curious  to  sec  how  the  thermometer  of  Blefescu  has 
risen,  as  to  politics.  Passages  in  the  first  copy,  which  were 
three  months  ago  esleemcil  too  hazardous  to  propose,  are  now 
found  too  tame.  Those  taken  oitt,  and  i-e]iIacod  by  other  and 
better  ones.  Sinclair  came  in ;  n-ad  and  approved  the  resolutions, 
as  new  modelled.  Russell  gave  him  a  mighty  pretty  history  of 
tlie  Roman  Catholic  Committee,  and  his  own  negotiations. 
Chnstened  Ruasell  P.  P.  Clrrk  nf  this  Parigk.  Sinclair  osWeA  us 
to  dine  and  meet  Digges,wldch  we  acceded  to  witli  great  affa- 
bility. Went  to  Sinclair,  and  dined.  A  great  deal  of  general 
politics  and  trine.  Paine's  book,  the  Koran  of  Blefescii.  Ilis- 
tory  of  the  Down  and  Antrim  elections.  The  Reeve  of  the  slurc 
a  semi-whig.   1'.  P.  v-ery  drunk.   Home ;  b«l. 

Octobrr  13.  Much  good  jesting  in  bed.  at  the  expense  of  P.  P. 
Laughed  myself  into  good  humor.  Rose.  Bi-eakfast  Dr. 
Mi'Uonnell.  Much  conversati<m  regarding  Digges.  Went  to 
meet  Neilson ;  read  over  tJie  resolutions  with  him,  which  he  ap- 
proved.  Went  to  H.  Joy's,  to  thank  him  for  his  i)roposing  nic 
at  the  Northern  Whig  Club.  He  invited  Digges.  P.  P..  and  me, 
for  Friday  next,  which  we  accepted.  Made  furtlier  alteratiims 
111  tlie  nwolntions,  hy  tiAvire  of  Diggeii.  Went  to  Gonlon's.  Very 
Krrspcctjibiepeoplr.BndalnrgDcomjHiuy.  Drank  nothing.  Went, 
o  the  card  club,  with  Gordon  and  P.  P.  Came  home  early, 
nuch  fatigued,  and  went  to  bed. 
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Orlnher  14.  IJn-ukriistcii  witli  DisRi' 
Ciifit.  Si'wanl. ivlio  ( uiriiil out  Mr.  I'ca 
now  li\in^iJi  I'lisidrnt  Wswliinf^toirii  In 
is  goin;;  to  Kti};Iim(l.  llr  ttlii' 


i  ut  his  Imlf^ngs-  Mtt 
Tc  to  Aiiu-rira.  I'earrT 
1IM-.  Mtt  .M»rabi-.  mIm 
iiml  nuTortwiii  oirioits 


ilruniii;;s.  Met  McTii-r,  hiiiI  slicfli-il  liim  tlic  rcsoltilicms,  «, 
nn»'ii[)vil.  C'uriouK  ilisroiii'si'  witli  a  liuir-di-r-^srr.  niti-  I'ajlor, 
who  lia.s  t«o (-hililivn  christciioil  by  thr priest,  llimigli  lie  is  hiin> 
fu'lfn  DissfntiT.  iiu-rely  with  a  wish  to  hli-nil  the  .strts.  ViMtid 
•Innliiii.  \vh(t  is  nil  rxtniiirilitinn  yniing  niiui.  arHJ  lives  in  a  baht- 
hnuw.  AValkt'dallabciuttitr  t<i\\n.smngsights.  Four  oVIork: 
wviiltftditiTiorto  iii(<rttlit.'Sfci-ft  Coiiiinitter,  wlmroiiKistnr  Vu 
Siiidiiii'.  Mr'l'irr.  Neilsnn.  MrlA-ary,  Marabc,  SioiinH  Itrt.  and 
SiiiiinH  £(1,  HafiJitt.Tciinant.  Cniii|)h<')l,  Mcllvaim%  1*.  1'..  noil 
uiyMt'ir.  I*.  1'.  ami  I  uiiuio oiii- i!tTliirut.ion8 iif  so-i-wy,  antl  pntm-d- 
»■(]  t<»  biiHimtfH.  V.  1*.  made  a  hmR  Hprc-rh.  Mating  thr  piTsi-iit  stale 
aiiilpulitirsot'lhcCnlliulicCniiiiiiittj'r'.  of  which  till.' |MH>|ilf  of  fi]^ 
liwii  kiiou  almost  nothing.  I'liry  ni>p('atv(l  iniirh  .siii-pi-irtrd  wA 
l>lfas).-il  at  Ihciiirorniatiftii.  Ut-aiitliL'  nirrl  nr  tUo  Catliolit^  and 
btwkt's'  letter.  The  Conimiltieui^iri-thul  tlieNoitliiR  notjrtrijic 
Uir<)IIow  tlieia,  hiitthatiiopai'ty  ('oiililhrraiseildifrrtly  totippuM 
Iliein.  Tiiiif  ami  tlisriissiun  tlic  only  things  wimtinft;  to  lorward 
what  iu  aitvaneing  eaiiidly.  Agreed  to  the  ivsnltitiotiK  unani- 
niiHisly.  Rcsiilvcfl  to  transmit  a  cnpy  to  Taudy,  anil  rrf|ii(«l  his 
and  his  fellow  citiscns'  ((wiperation.  I'nan  wliirh  giTat  l»enr£t 
u  cxpiTted  to  ii-siilt  to  the  cuiiM',  by  it-tlecting  hark  credit  on  tbe 
United  Irishmen  of  BJcri-acu.  Srttled  thr  mode  ofrmryinR  Uw 
fausinctM  through  the  dull  at  large,  on  'i'ucxrlay  next.  ^Icller 
to  bo  in  the  dinir;  Sim'Jair  to  move  the  resoliitioiiH ;  Simin<)  is 
iHToml  ban:  NeilNOn  to  move  ttieir  printing :  anti  I'.  I',  niiil  I  to 
state  thcsfnlimentsuf  the [jeupleof  Dublin.  Copies  to  Im-  tnus' 
mitted.  with  tlic  asual  iiiiiinctinii  against  news[mper  iiiibliratioM. 
tn  M'alerlord.  liCitiim.  ItoNcomnHm.  and  MrCormirk,  in  Dub- 
lin. A  rivil  letter  to  be  written  by  1*.  I',  ur  niywlf,  Ut  TiiJidy, 
enrhxsing  the  irsolutions.  The  Sceret  Connnilt*-*'  nil  stteiuly.  sen- 
»ible.  dear  men.  ami,  as  I  Jmlgc.  e\tiTnieIy  well  aihiptrd  ftir 
M-rions  business.  Mat-abc  asked  uh  lor  Monday.  Xeil!*uii  fiir 
TiteHday.  both  which  we  diO  most  gmriously  arrept.  Iloinr  st 
10.  I'.  I',  ill  the  hliit'di'\il!j — tliinks  he  it^  hraing  his  fuciiltirs; 
ghiil  he  hml  any  to  lose. 
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October  1 5m  DiggcscameiiitosupiKT,  Iliad  boon  lecturing  P.  P. 
an  tlir  Ktatc  of  his  nenoN,  and  the  necessity  of  early  hours :  to 
whirli  he  agn*edf  and,  as  the  fii-st  fniits  of  iny  advice  and  liis 
refomiation,  s;it  up  with  Digges  until  r>  oVUnrk  in  the  nioniing, 
being  fcHir  hours  after  I  had  gone  to  hod. 

(Mober  1 G,  Snnday.  llirakfsLst.  Digges, Jonlan,  and  )f acahe, 
Clmnii — a  vilesertnon  from  Bristowe,  (called  Caiphas)  against 
smuggling,  Kc.  and  about  loyalty,  and  all  that  P.  1'.  in  gi*eat 
sorrow  ami  distress  of  mind  :  irsolved  to  leave  off  smuggling, 
which  iii  injurious  ti)  the  fair  tnuler.*  Walkeil  in  the  mall  with 
Digges  and  P.  P.  The  ladies.  oiu»  and  all,  speer  P.  P.  who  is 
exci*cclingly  fallen  theiTcm,  in  his  own  gcKMl  opinion.  Put  the 
plump  question  to  Digges,  irlative  to  the  {mssibilit}'  of  Ireland*s 
cxtKtence,  independent  of  England.  His  opinion  decidedly  for 
independence.  England  would  not  ris(|ue  a  contest,  the  inune- 
riiate  coiise<|uence  of  which,  wfuild  be  the  destruction  of  her 
funds.  Ireland  suppliers  her  with  what,  in  cas(>  of  a  war.  she 
could  not  possibly  do  without  as  seamen  and  provisions.  France 
would  most  probably  assist  from  the  pride  of  giving  fn^doui 
to  one  kingiloni  moiv.  So  would  all  the  enemies  of  England. 
Nothing  to  he  done,  until  the  religious  sects  here  aiv  united^ 
and  England  engage«l  in  a  fmiMgn  war.  If  Ireland  were  fire, 
and  well  giivemed,  being  that  she  is  unincumbeivd  w  i(h  debt 
she  would,  in  arts,  commerce,  and  manufactuirs,  s])riiig  u|)  like 
an  air  balloon,  and  leave  England  behind  her,  at  an  imnu'uso 
rfiiitance.  TlM*re  is  no  computing  the  rapidity  with  which  she 
would  rtee.  Digges  promisiMl  to  detsiil  all  this,  and  much  more, 
on  paper.  Home.  Dinner  at  M'illiam  Sinclair,  to  meet  Dr.  Ilal- 
liday,  wIm>  could  not  come,  b(*ing  suddenly  called  out  to  attend 
a  sick  bishop.  Much  conversatifm  about  Foster*s  treatment  of 
Macabe  and  Pearce.  Sinclair  in  high  WTath  with  Foster,  of 
whom  lie  told  scuin'ilous  anecdotes.  The  loom  now  in  American 
and  a  capital  of  500, OOO  dollai*s  subscribed  to  carry  on  the 
mairafacturc  of  linen ;  workmen,  tlie  giTat  want  in  America^ 
which  tliis  loom  goes  precisely  to  obviate^  America  impniving, 
•tlently  and  unnoticed,  in  manufactui'cs ;  iiLstanco,  in  coai*s(^ 

*  f^CflC  MMie  ingeniotii  commentator  shotikl  take  thii  serioiialy,  ami  diarf^e 
Mr.  Kimell  with  amugi^in^,  it  is  proper  to  notice  that  he  was  then  an  officer  in 
thcBritisiiBrniv. 
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lincnn.  from  I4d,  to  8d.  of  wliicli,  seven  years  suice,  tiiere  was 
a  large  psiwrt  from  Ireland,  but  which  tlicy  now  are  able  to 
aiijiply  themselves.  Danger,  tlierefoi-e,  by  tlic  aid  of  Pearce's 
TariouH  and  inexhaustible  invention,  that  they  may  proceed  in 
like  manner  in  other  fabrirs.  Washington  lias  adopted  Pearce 
as  his  protf  gc,  and  declares  Itim  to  be  the  first  man  in  America. 
Oreat  superiority  of  Ireland  and  John  Foster,  who  call  afford 
to  fling  away  what  America  and  Gen.  Washington  are  glad  to 
pickup.  Unr  and  all  of  usdamn  the  Government.  Home.  P.P. 
sober.  Find  a  large  packet  by  tlie  mail,  which  we  rifiopen  in  haste, 
and  find  3,000  prnspertus' of  the  United  Irishmen,  instead  of  tkt 
pamphlet.  Sat  down  in  a  ]>ct,  and  wrote  a  tart  letter  to  Cham- 
bei-s;  got  up  in  a  rage,  cursed,  stormed.  P.  P.  ^cry  wiaa, 
quotes  SenecOf  Boethiua  de  ConsolatioHt,  and  many  other  good 
books :  enforces  the  folly  of  anger  in  many  sliaite.s :  I  more  and 
moi-e  enraged.  Leit  the  inn  and  went  to  sleep  at  Dr.  McDon- 
nell's. P.  P.  not  quite  honest :  owr^  nic  now  several  shillings, 
and  makes  no  movement  towaitls  |)ayment ;  gave  him  a  hint, 
on  hi.s  obser\  Ing  liow  cheap  Belfast  was.  and  that  he  had  act 
rhangefl  a  guinea  for  some  days,  by  assuring  liini  that  1  had, 
and  found  it  vei-y  expensive :  ho|>c  tliis  may  do.  Bed. 

October  17.   Bit-akfast.   M{D«nnell,  McAnghtrey.    Bryson, 
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ing  all  80  miserable^  that  I  could  foresee  no  end  to  their  woes. 
Saw  a  fine  waistcoat  on  the  man  that  said  he  was  a  Carmelite, 
IbnNigh  a  tear  in  the  siieet  which  he  had  wrapped  about  him ; 
mfraid  after  all  that  he  was  no  Carmelite,  and  that  P.  P.  was 
right  in  his  caution.  Home ;  wliiskey  punch  with  P.  P.  Bed 
early. 

October  1 8.  Break&st;  McDonnell,  McAuglitrey  Digges.  called 
on  us.   Went  to  see  the  factory  for  sail-duck.    Improvements  on 
the  warping  machine.  Dined  with  Neilson.  Went,  at  8,  to  the 
United  Irishmen,  McTier  in  the  chair ;  t^nenty-eight  members 
present :  the  club  consists  of  thirty-six  original  members ;  six 
new  ones  proposed.    William  Sinclair  moved  the  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  unanimously.   Bryson  veiy  civil ;  resolved 
to  print  and  issue  an  adeciuate  number,  but  not  to  publish  in 
newspapers.   A  copy  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  tlie  secretary  to 
be  sent  to  J.  N.  Tandy,  Richard  M'Cormick,  and  Dr.  M^Kcn- 
na.  A  committee  of  correspondence  struck;  the  memliers  are  Sin- 
clair, M*Tier,  Hazlitt  Neilson,  and  R.  Simms,  secretary-.  Read 
C.  O'Connor's  letter  witli  great  pleasure  and  satisfiiction.  Camp- 
bell made  a  flighty  objection  to  one  paragrapii,  relating  to  a  re- 
nunciation of  certain  tenets  falsely  attributed  to  tlie  Roman  Ca- 
tholics;  answered  with   great  ability-  by  Bryson.    Campbell 
angry  because  he  was  wrong,  as  is  always  tlie  case ;  his  ol) jec- 
tion  overruled.   P.  P.  and  I  made  several  orations  on  tlie  state 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  readiness  of  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  to  co-operate  witli  the  United  Irishmen.   The  intelligence 
received  with  great  applause.   Broke  up  at  eleven ;  came  home ; 
resolved  to  go  to  the  coterie ;  dressed ;  went  ^%ith  P.  P.    P.  P. 
changed  his  mind,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  fluctuation  in  the 
lobby,  and  calling  a  council  of  waiters,  at  which  tlie  chamber- 
maid aaststed:  pleasanU  but  wrong;  came  back  again  in  some- 
thing veiy  like  an  ill  humor.   At  the  door,  P.  P.  changed  his 
Bind  again,  and  proposed  to  return  to  tlie  coterie ;  refused  him 
plump.   P.  P.  severe  thereupon ;  taxed  me  with  many  faults, 
om  of  which  was  giving  advice ;  told  P.  P.  I  would  do  so  no 
MOTBi   P«  P«  frightened ;  submitted.   Went  to  bed  with  a  reso- 
MioB  to  attack  him  in  my  turn  next  morning.    Could  not  sleep; 
a  cat  in  the  room;  got  up  and  turned  her  out;  fell  asleep  at 
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October '[9-  Breakfast;  M-Auglitrfy,  Diggcs  &rtcl  Brysog. 
Dif^ges  took  me  out  to  ask  m}'  opuiioii  of  the  Uiiitt^d  Irisbiwn. 
I  told  him  I  thought  tiieiii  men  of  HpLrit  and  decUion,  whoseefli> 
eil  tlini-oiighly  in  oanicst.  lie  said  lie  thought  so  too.  I  asked 
liiin  «  hetlici-  they  any  way  rescnihled  the  CommittM'a  of  Aaw- 
rica  ill  1775,  and  afterwarda.  He  said.  ••  Pi-crisely."  In  Diggi^ 
njiitiion,  one  SuutJiem,  when  RKived.  cquaJs  twenty  NortficTMb 
but  very  Imiil  to  move  tliem. — Digges,  Secretary  to  the  Bahi- 
niotv  Committee,  in  Maryland,  foi-  some  yeam.  He  appears  1» 
take  very  kindly  b»  P.  P.  and  nie — Went,  at  one,  to  the  Sckd- 
men.  Agreed  on  tlie  mode  of  coii'espondiiig  with  tlio  Voluntecn 
of  Dublin.  Five  hundred  of  the  i-cHulutionH  uftlie  United  Iridi> 
men  to  be  printrd  on  little  paper,  for  distribution.  Stnctut't 
idea  that  the  citizens  should  every  where  precede  tlie  \'oluntnn 
iu  adopting  similar  renolutioas.  Dined  at  Getty's:  the  old  set 
Went  at  eight  to  the  Selectmen.  Cnnvcrsation  as  to  the  am- 
miinication  ttetween  t^ic  BellaNtaiid  Dublin  voltinteei-s.  Agnti 
that  the  North  was  not  yet  pre|»ared  fiir  any  strong  and  direct 
attack  on  tlie  Armagh  tiraiid  Jury.  The  Dublin  people  ahonld 
nut  go  farther  in  their  answer  tliaii  the  Belfast  men  go  tn  tbcir 
ileclaration,  as  otherwise,  tliey  of  Belfast  would  be.  in  a  dilenuM 
bctu(>en  doing  too  much  and  too  little.  Agi-ced  that  allcomnit- 
nications,  now.  and  for  some  time  to  comct  sliouid  be  Uiroagb 
the  medium  rather  of  clubs  than  volunteers,  inasmuch  as  that 
ai-e  now  many  existing  cof]Kf  who  might  be  influenced  b>  ojipwc 
our  pi-eseiit  measures  ivgarding  tlie  Catholics,  but  it  would  be 
iinjHisHihle  Ut  raise  a  club  differing  in  jirinriples  from  tlK*  Unit- 
ed Irish;  besides,  when  tlie  clubs  are  fornieil.  the  volunteen 
will  follow  of  roursc.  Armagh  not  ripe  for  adq)utation  of  Ro. 
man  Catliolics  from  Dublin,  but  every  exertion  to  be  made  M 
prepai-ctlicm.  by  letters,  ncwspapei-s.  &c.  Wra.  Sinclair  to  wril^ 
as  President  of  Uie  Volunteer  Committeeof  Correspondence,  «i 
official  letter  to  Tandy,  witli  an  account  of  their  proctmlii^ 
kc.  which  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  P.  P.  or  on^ 
containing  such  facts  as  may  not  be  projier  to  mention  in  officii 
con-espondeiicc.  Home  at  1 0 ;  a  miny  night  P.  P.  in  the  reill, 
rery  like  King  Leai-  in  the  storm:  cajne  home  in  the  HiarHL-ter  oT 
Ihc  banished  Kent.  Jilem.  P.  P.  got  up  very  early  in  the  monk 
ing,  this  day,  and  wrote  tlircc  lettera  before  I  was  up ; 
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fnmf  offlie  amendment  of  his  life,  I  remitted  the  attack  which 
I  had  intended  to  make  upon  him. 

October  20m  Breakfeist,  nobody ;  sad  rainy  day  !  MrAiigliti-cy 
called  and  sat  awhile.  Digges  came  in  and  staid  dinner.  Wrote 
Mt  queries  for  him,  which  he  answered,  relative  to  emigration* 
CooYersation  till  10  at  night;  extremely  amusing,  hut  no  mate- 
rial business.  Went  to  bed  ill  with  a  sore  throat — ^\'ery  bad  all 
night. 

October  SI.  Breakfast  in  bed,  Digges,  McAughtrey,  and  P.  P. 
Did  not  get  up  till  one  o'clock.  Met  Tom  Cleghom,  to  my  great 
sarpriaey  fiMsilizing  in  McDonnell's  dining  room.   Di-essed; 
went  in  a  chaise  to  Joy's,  with  Digges  and  P.  P.   An  amazing 
hatde  after  dinner  on  the  Catiiolic  question.    For  tlic  Peep-of- 
'•y-boys,  MM.  Joy,  Williamson,  and  A.  Stewaii; ;  for  the  Dc- 
fimders,  P.  P.  and  myselfl   Tlie  Defenders  victorious,  after  a 
hard  battle.    All  the  arguments  on  tlie  other  side^  conimon- 
place,  mgoe-,  and  indefinite,  fvide  my  pamphUU  in  which  I  call 
my  adversary  Qoo^.J  P.  P.  very  clever;  led  Williamson  into 
a  palpable  absurdity,  by  a  sti*ing  of  artful  questions.   William- 
son afraid  of  a  bug-a-boo.   Joy  an  artful  and  ti-oublesonie  an- 
tagonist Stewart  half  way  beb^cen  both  imrties.   The  Pcep-of- 
day-boys  ashamed  of  tlieir  own  ix)sitions.    Agi*ee  to  tlie  justice 
of  liberating  the  Catholics,  but  boggle  at  tlie   expediency. 
Damned  nonsense.   P.  P.  eloquent !  ready  to  fight  Williamson. 
The  chaise-— Digges  of  opinion  that  P.  P.  and  I  wei-e  virto- 
rions.  Menu  All  arguments  over  a  bottle  foolish.   Home ;  went 
to  bed  eariy.   P.  P.  at  the  card  club ;  came  home  at  two,  and 
awaked  me.   P.  P.  perfectly  polite ;  went  to  sleep  at  last 

October  22.  Breakfast,  nobody ;  my  sore  tliroat  gone.  Walked 
wifli  P.  P.  and  Jordan ;  Jordan  a  very  clever  young  man.  Got 
one  of  my  pamphlets*  from  Simms ;  gave  itto  William  Sinclair, 
aoo4her  to  Jordan,  anotlier  to  McAughti-ey.  Dressed — dinner 
at  Mr.  Ferguson's;  Bruce,  Dr.  Halliday,  Waddel  Cunning- 
haniy  &c;  Halliday  pleasant  Home  eai*ly :  no  letters.  P.  P.  in 
hed  before  me,  for  tlie  first  time.  Mem.  Met  the  man  who  said 
OB  the  stage  he  was  a  Carmelite,  walking  the  sti^eets  witli  a 
VMMa  hiding  him  by  tlie  arm ;  the  woman  painted  up  to  tlie 
i^Bs;  ooDTinoed,  at  last,  that  lie  was  no  Caiinelite;  made  my 

*  Argument  in  behalf  of  the  Catholicf . 
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aiMilngics  to  P.  P.  who  b-iumpheil  tliciToii.  Road  O'Conmn*** 
Ictlor  to  Siiiclttir. 

Orfofccras,  SnnAtcg.  BiTakfastwithDiggos — Neilsoncamein. 
Long»ccountoftho{>i-orc«liiigs  of  tliedclpgate-iat  nrlCitHton  the 
question  between  Flood  and  Grattan.  Spirit  of  Bflfaift  in  1783, 
when  convention  was  sitting.  Ailillerv  prrpai-cd  witli  rmind 
nnd  grajte  shot,  vast  (juantitieiS  of  ball  caKridgci.  nn<l  at  least 
SOO  men  ready  to  march  from  Belfast,  wliicli  they  experted 
lionr1,v.  The  same  spirit  almost  universal  in  the  N'oKli.  nit  balk* 
m1  b\  the  cowardice  or  wL-nloni  of  the  representatives  of  Ireland 
in  convent iun.  Dinner  at  A.  Stt^wart's,  withaparLTluf  w^uirc* 
of  count}'  Down.  Fox  hunting,  bare  hunting,  buck  bunting,  and 
fai-ming.  No  bug»  in  th«  nor^iei-n  potatoes ;  not  even  known  bj 
nanie.&c  A  form  atasmartrcntnlwayH  better eultivRted than «M 
at  a  low  itnt :  pn^ahU  cntntf^li.  Went  at  nine  to  tJie  Wasbinglnn 
club.  Argument  between  Bunting  and  Boj'd,  of  Batlicsuitlci. 
Bo}  d  pleasanL  Persuaded  myself  and  P.  P.  that  we  were  hun- 
gry. Went  to  the  Donegal  Anns  and  supjted  on  lobHtcrs,  Drunk. 
Veiy  ill  natured  to  P.  P.  P.  P.  patient. — Jilcm.  Ta  do  so  navutrt. 
Went  to  bed.    Gulled  P.  P.  with  nonsense.    Fell  asleep. 

October  £4.  Wakened  very  sick.  Rose  at  nine.  Breakfast 
at  Wm.  Sinclair's,  per  engagement;  could  not  eat.    Mra.  Sin- 
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Engfauid ;  carried  at  last.   Before  tlic  bounty,  not  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  pieces  sliipped  direct  for  the  West  Indies  fi-om 
Belfast ;  now,  always  50,  60,  and  70  boxes  in  evei^  ship.  Eng- 
land tiireateiied  tiien  to  take  off  tlie  duty  on  foreign  linens,  but 
did  not  venture  it   Ii*eland  able  to  beat  any  foreign  linens  for 
quality  and  clieapness,  as  apjieai-s  by  tlie  American  market, 
tticli  gives  no  preference  by  duties,  and  is  supplied  entirely  by 
IrelancL   If  England  were  disposed,  she  might,  for  a  time,  che<  k 
the  trade  of  Ireland  in  linens ;  but  she  would  soon  give  up  tliat 
•j'stem  for  Iter  own  sake,  because  she  could  not  be  supplied  else- 
where so  good  and  cheap.    German  linens  pi-eferred,  outof  spite, 
by  some  families  in  England,  pai*ticularly  by  tlie  royal  family. 
All  the  Rbig's  and  Queen's  linen,  German,  and,  of  course,  all  tlieir 
retainers.  Sinclair,forexperiment,madeup  linens  after  tlie  Gor- 
man mode,  and  sent  it  to  the  house  in  London,  which  served  tlic 
King,  Ac  ;  worn  for  two  years,  and  much  admired :  ten  {x^rcent 
cheaper,  and  20  per  cent  better  than  the  German  linen.    Gi-eat 
ordei-9  for  Irish  Gei-man  linen,  ^\llich  he  refused  to  execute.   All 
but  tlie  royal  family  content  to  take  it  as  mere  Irish.    God  save 
great  George^  our  King/  Home,  after  a  delightful  ride,  quite 
well.  Admirable  essay  from  D  igges.  Went  to  dinner  at  Simms* ; 
old  set;  tactics  after  dinner.     Selectmen  in  the  evening.   Read 
a  letter,  &c.  from  Tandy.  Gave  a  list  of  names  to  send  cojiies  of  tlic 
resolutions.   Home  at  ten. 

October  25.  Went  for  Digges  to  breakfast  Walked  out 
about  the  town.  Joy's !  imid  my  fees  to  the  Nortlieni  Whig 
dub,  and  signed  tlie  declaration.  P.  P.  at  home  in  tlie  horrors ; 
thinks  himself  sick  generally ;  smoke  the  true  cause,  but  no  mat- 
ter. Dinner  at  M'Tiers ;  Waddel  Cunningham,  Holmes,  Dr. 
Bruce,  &c.  A  furious  battle,  which  lasted  two  hours,  on  the 
Catholic  question ;  as  usual,  neitlier  party  convinced.  Teized 
with  the  liberality  of  people  agreeing  in  tlie  principle,  but  doubt- 
ing as  to  the  expediency.  Bruce  an  intolerant  high  priest ;  ar- 
gued sometimes  strongly,  sometimes  unfairly ;  embarrassed  the 
question  by  distinctions,  and  mixing  tilings  in  tlieir  nature  se- 
purate.  We  brought  liiin,  at  last,  to  state  his  definite  objec- 
tion  to  the  immediate  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
His  ideas  are,  1st.  Danger  to  true  rt^ligion,  inasmuch  as  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  would,  if  emancipated,  establish  an  inquisition. 
2d.  Danger  to  property  by  reviving  tlie  Court  of  Claims,  and 
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ailmitling  any  rviilcncc  tn  niibHliintiatr  C»IIiolic  titles.  Sd. 
Daiigi'i't  griicra.lly,  uf  throwing  tiic  power  intu  tlicii'  liand^ 
wliicli  would  makp  this  a  Catholic govi'iiimeiit,  iMrajmblcofoi- 
joj'iiig  oi"  extending  libccty.  Many  other  wilil  notions,  whiti 
lie  aflerwanls  gave  up.  but  these  thrw  he  rc|]f>ate4l  again  ud 
a^itin.  as  his  rree<l-  Almost  all  the  cnrnjHUty  uf  liis  opinion,  a< 
cepting  P.  P.,  who  made  desperate  biittle.  M'Tier,  G«ttj  lad 
mc;  againnt  us.  Bruce,  Cunningham.  Grey.  Hotmcs.  Banti*^ 
U.  Joy.  Furguson  duliitante  and  ca'leri,  all  protesting  tbar 
liberality  and  good  wishea  tn  the  Romstn  Calhulirn.  Damatt 
sltiff'.  Bruce  declared  tliat  tliii-ty-ninc  out  of  foi-ty  Prrttrsrtantt 
would  be  founil.  whenever  the  (^iie^tion  raine  forwarf),  to  be  ad< 
\erse  to  the  liberation  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  aa  was  tlit  caat 
when  Lord  Charleniont  put  in  his  veto,  and  Nerrned  j)l<>asr«l  wUli 
tlie  idejw  It  may  be  he  was  right,  but  God  is  above  alL  Sai 
nontscnue  about  scavengers  becoming  members  of  Parlianinili 
and  great  asjierity  agaim^t  the  new  Tangled  doctrine  of  tba 
Rights  of  Man.  Broke  up  ratlier  ill  disposed  towards  eack 
otlier.  More  and  more  convinced  of  the  absunlity  or  argning 
over  wine.  Went  to  the  United  Irbh  club.  Baltotted  io  fin 
men,  amongst  whom  were  Maclaine  and  Getty  ;  rejected  one. 
Vent  to  the  coterie.  Jordan  pleasant,  as  usual.  Homo  at  twa 
Bed. 

October  26.  Bi-eakfast.  Digges  and  Jordon.  Chat.  Jordu 
enraged  at  Brace's  tlicory.  Walkexl  out;  saw  tJie  gluss-homt^ 
foundry,  &c.  Dinner  at  Sinclair's :  M'Tier,  M"  Aughtrey,  P.  P, 
and  1.  Bruce's  theory  again  discussed.  Sinclair  much  sitrai^ 
ed  at  it.  Catholic  question.  Assei-tion  of  Brace  relati\-e  tolbeir 
behavior  at  Convention :  denied  by  P.  P.,  who  tlireatetH  (i 
write  a  book.  Pi-omised  to  send  Sin(?)air  the  debates  of  the  Cath 
vention,  with  notes.  M'Tier  aakexi  what  could  we  do  against 
England.  Sinclair  hot.  He  and  P.  P.  agree  that  the  artny  b 
Ireland  would  be  annihilated,  and  rould  not  he  replaced.  Sin- 
clair defies  tlie  power  of  England  as  to  our  tra<!e ;  admits  Out 
she  could  check  it  for  a  time,  but  that,  after  tlie  revolntinn,  it 
would  spring  up  witli  inconceivable  rapidity,  Ireland  being  itn* 
incumbered  witli  debt.  (Singular  that  hts  opinion  agreon  wKh 
Digges,  even  in  the  very  words.)  My  own  mind  quite  madeap. 
Sinclair  bleaches  annually  10,0()0  pieces  of  linen.  P.  P.  of 
opinion  that  the  weakness  of  England  should  be  looked  to,  u 
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Ycdl  as  that  oT  Ireland ;  also,  Mr.  Digges,  isvko  says,  « the  first 
shot  fired  by  England  against  this  country,  down  go  Iier  stocks.'^ 
Home  early.   P.  P.  pretty-  well  on,  but  not  quite  gone.   Bed. 

Odober27»  Rise  for  the  purpose  of  packing.  Assisted  by  Digges, 
and  very  much  impeded  by  P.  P.  who  has  not  yet  slept  off  his 
wine^  and  is,  besides,  for  certain  reasons,  much  puzzled.  Joitlan 
nd  McDonnell  stay  with  us.  At  1  o'clock,  leave  Belfast  with 
keavy  hearts,  having  first  taken  leave  of  every  body  on  tlie 
rasd.    McDonnell  sees  us  four  miles  on  the  road. 

Bk  fnu  ImgrB  chartaeque^  viaeque, — as  the  divine  Flaccus 
hath  it 

The  poor  ambassadors  are  reduced  to  the  rank  of  private  in- 
dividuais — Sic  transit  gloria  mundi — 

P.  P.  and  J.  HUTTON. 

[JVl  B.  The  Journals  ofM\rotmbcr  and  Decemberf  1791.  are  lost. 
Tt€ foUorwing fragment  and  letters  are  ail  tliat  we  have  reco^ 
vered  of  that  period.  ] 

JWr.  7,  1791.  Dinner  at  Doyle's.  Eighteen  present,  Tandy, 
Jones,  Drennan,  Pollock,  McKeuna,  MacNevin,  McCorniirk, 
P.  P.  and  Mr.  Hutton,  kc.  All  quiet  at  first.  Tandy  says  that 
Grattan  is  certainly  with  us ;  also,  the  Duke  of  Leinster  almost 
as  certain.  Read  tlie  declaration  of  the  Catholic  Society  for  con- 
stitutional information ;  very  much  admired,  and  .justly.  Jones 
begins  to  broach  opinions ;  tliinks  the  question  involved  and  com- 
pUcated  unnecessarily,  by  mixing  the  question  of  reform  with 
the  Catholic  business;  get  tlie  last  first,  and  the  otiier  will  fol- 
low of  course.  Jones  opjiascd  by  Mi*.  Hutton,  on  the  ground 
that  the  mere  right  of  the  Catliolics  is  not  supported  by  sufficient 
strength  to  induce  tlie  Protestants  to  come  forward,  and,  there- 
fore, a  common  interest  must  call  forth  common  exertions.  If  a 
compact  be  once  established  between  the  parties,  it  is  of  little 
import  which  part  of  the  question  comes  first ;  but  absolutely 
necfssafy  to  hold  out,  on  tlie  one  hand,  reform  to  tlicProtcstants, 
ud,  on  the  otiier,  emancipation  to  the  Catholics,  by  which  the 
news  and  interests  of  both  are  inseparably  consolidated  and 
blended.  Mr.  Hutton  very  ingenious  and  jiersuasivc  on  the  oc- 
caaioiL  and  uses  sundry  other  good  arguments.  Followed  by 
NeUfloiiy  on  flie  ground  of  past  experience,  that  notliing  can  be 
done  by  disunited  parties,  and  no  secure  bond  of  union  but  com- 
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moil  interest ;  instances  tlir  cum  cntiun,  and  CuiicIuiIch  willi  ntany 
romplimeiits  t«  Mr.  Hutton.  NoilHon  rollottwl  hy  0»vn  Roc^ 
(Pollock)  wlio  agrees  in  all  that  i»  laid  Havm.  and  i'urtlier  statn^ 
that  it  is  nonsense  to  pretenil  liiubi'iiit«  upiKMittim  on  the  part  of 
Govetiiinont,  by  linliling  fortti  the  Catltolir  f)ue-sti»ri,  and  kffip- 
ing  back  that  of  reform  ;  because  they  will  itn mediately  sec  their 
inseparable  connection.  T!ie  business  M'wind  up  by  Tandy,  whs 
coinciilcs  completely  nith  Mr.  Button.  Neilsori.  ami  Owen  Roct 
to  the  great  inDrtiRcatJon  of  Jones,  who  run  do  notlunfi;  but  ex- 
riaim,  "  Three  millions  !  three  millions  '."  Angry  witli  P.  P. 
\tho  bad  said  nothing.  P.  P.  angry  tlmi-ciipon.  btit  cooled  hy  i 
biirketfiill  of  good  advice,  which  was  thrown  u{ton  his  wrath  by 
Neilson.  All  the  Catlwlics  with  us  to  a  man.  except  Dr.  Mm 
Nevin,  who  has  some  doubts.  Mr.  Hutlon  agrees  to  breakfn*^ 
on  Wednesday,  with  said  Doctor.  Many  ciiilitieson  both  sides. 
Gnod  stoi7  of  Major  and  Secretai-y  Hobart  bring  handcuffed 
in  St-  Ann's watch-hoHsc.  Go  to  an  ale-house  wifhNeilson,  P.  P. 
and  Belfast  men.  One,  Just  coinc  from  England,  says  Dr. 
Priestley  is  delighted  with  tlie  idea  of  union,  and  has  beggtJ 
six  copies  of  a  celebrated  iRimphlet,  {iJie  J\'.  ff'hig.)  Homo  kt 
lialf  past  eleven ;  bed.  ,Wnii.  Left  P.  P.  getting  vci-y  drunl^ 
after  all  his  fine  resolutions.     Bad!  bad!  -^mtm 
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Otmgt  FonBonb^  i%  mi  a  sudden,  grown  VHstly  civil  and  at* 

tmtivCr and  so  much  for  politics.  I  Icai-n,  and  I  am 

■ny,  that  you  btre  got  a  return  of  the  pain  in  your  head.  Willy 
ii  growing  too  strong  for  you,  and,  therefore,  I  beg  you  may 
fCMB  lum  immediately.  He  is  old  enough  now.  and  you  must 
■Dt  injure  your  own  healtli,  for  that  little  monkey,*  especially 
Vkn  you  know  how  precious  your  health  is  to  me. 

My  stay  in  town  is  of  such  infinite  consequence,  tliat  I  am  sure 
jva  would  not  wi^  me  to  quit,  whilst  things  are  in  Uicir  present 
mm.  If  you  cao  get  Mary  down,  I  shall  he  very  happy  :  I 
bare  it  to  you,  as  I  am  with  my  head,  hands,  and  Iveart,  so  full 
•f  buHinesBf  that  I  have  scarcely  time  to  suhscribe  myself 
ymn,  kc  T.  W.  T. 

Xcttcr  to  Mn.  Tanet  from  Bd/att,  OeUAar  20.  1791. 

Mt  obabbst  Line  aitd  Soul:  I  wrote  a  few  ponts  since* 
jwt  to  Jet  you  know  tliat  I  was  ^ive  and  well.  I  did  not  tell  you 
any  news,  as  I  journalize  every  thing,  and  promise  myself  great 
pleasure  from  reading  my  pliers  over  with  you.  I  liave  chris- 
lemd  Russell  hy  tlie  name  uf  P.  P.,  Clerk  of  this  Parish,  and 
he  makes  a  very  ctmHpicuous  figure  in  my  memoirs.  If  you  do 
■at  know  who  P.  P.  was.  tlic  joke  will  lie  lost  on  you.  I  find  tlie 
people  here  extnmely  civil ;  I  have  dined  out  every  day  since  I 
tanr  here,  and  ha^-e  now  more  engagements  thsn  I  can  possihiy 
falfiL  I  did  bope  to  get  away  on  Suiulay,  but  I  fear  1  nliall  tmt 
he  able  to  man  before  Thufsday.  You  cannot  conceive  how 
Bw^  this  dmrt  absence  has  enileared  you  to  me.  You  think  it  is 
better  for  us  to  be  always  together,  but  I  am  surv,  fn>m  my  own 
experience,  j'ou  are  wrong:  for  I  cannot  leave  you  now,  though 
but  for  one  week,  that  I  do  not  feel  ray  heart  cling  to  you  and 
our  dear  little  ones.  I  have  no  more  to  »ay,  but  to  devire  my 
love  Id  all  of  you,  and  am,  dearest  love,  ever  yours.  If  you  have 
not  written  before  this,  you  need  not  write ;  I  wish,  however,  i 
^  one  letter  from  you.  T.  W.  TONE. 

P.  S.  Dbab  Mattt:  As  to  any  thing  yourwise  husband  mar 
Ian  nid  of  me,  I  neither  desire  to  know,  nor  do  I  can*.  It  is  siif- 
ident^  generally,  •«/A«fa,/ruiuL"  I  am  at  inrsent  composing 
■pntty  moral  treatise  on  temperance,  and  wilt  deilirate  it  to 
',  for  I  dont  know  who  is  likely  to  profit  so  much  by  rt 
•Ooodvordt!  Papa.— Nate  oT the  Bdiur. 
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Fray  give  my  love  to  yuur  virgin  daughter  luiil  infAnt  prageij'. 
«  &«!  bless  eicrj  IkkIj."   Yours,  till  dratli.  P.  P. 

1'.  S.  jp.  P.  iia.s  been  arribbliiig  Iiin  bit  uf  nonsense.  He  i*  a 
givat  I'ool,  and  1  have  much  tl■otlbIl^  to  manage  him.  I  asm* 
you  that  you  will  be  nitidi  amuHoil  by  his  exploits  in  my  .jwnmal, 
which  is  a  thousand  times  wittier  than  Snift'H,  an  in  justice  it 
ought:  for  it  is  nritt^n  Tor  th^  amusement  of  one  a  Uiousgnd 
time^  more  amiable  than  Stella.  I  conclude  in  the  wonls  uf  my 
friend  P.  P.  God  bleas  every  biMly. 

P.  S.  P.  P.  calls  me  '•  his  friend  Mr.  John  Uutton  :*'  but  Got 
knows  tlie  heart  He  ia  writing  a  journal,  but  mine  is  wo(4 
fifty  of  it 

Journals  nf  1792. 

.\hftaftht  Ei/tiar. — The  joiimili  of  January,  Febniuy,  HardH  Ap4 
May,  andJune,  1793,  are  loai.  From  the  month  of  July,  we  poMeM  Uic» 
riei  of  IhoBeJourniili  to  the  2Ulh  ofNoveiDber. 

JiUy  4,  !792.  Waited  on  Mr.  F.  by  his  desire,  wlio  tdd  ne 
that  Mr.  Conolly  was  just  i-eturne^l  from  England,  and  tbtf 
he  wa8  much  better  affected  than  they  had  experte<l.  but  some  of 
Fitzgibbon's  people  had  been  endeavonng  ia  frighten  liun  viA 
Catholic  insurrectioas,  fx£.  Tliat  he  was  decidedly  agaimit  the 
conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  rejecting  tlic  jietiUait,  be- 
cause, if  tlie  principles  on  which  they  justified  that  mciumro  wen 
right,  they  sliould  not  have  granted  ttie  CuMinlics  any  tiling 
not  even  S.  Uerrules  Lsngrishc's  bill,  Mr.  F,  tlien  smtL  that 
Mr.  Conolly  was  a  man  who  liked  attentions,  and  titeiirfbre  he 
wouhl  avise  Byi'nc  and  Reogb.  and  some  Kildare  gentlemen.  (1 
mentioned  Fitzgerald)  to  wait  on  him  witJi  tlie  d«!clar!itinn,  tat 
any  otlier  papers :  to  prefer  their  earnest  de»ire  for  the  Hpprobi- 
tion  and  support  of  mi  very  resperctiblc  a  character^  and  expmp 
their  a]ipi-ehrnsion»,  lest  pains  might  be  taken  to  prejndjcv  hii 
mind  against  tliem ;  tliat,  therefore,  tiiey  took  the  fn-Kt  opjiortuiii. 
ty,  atW  itifi  return  to  the  kingdom,  to  wait  on  him  with  a  bit 
statement  nf  tlivir  conduct  and  sentiments ;  that  if  any  p»rl  uftiie 
dccIsu-Htion  (particulwly  with  regaitl  to  iii-oiiei-ty)  cniilil  be  made 
sti-onger,  iJiey  were  willing  to  adojit  it;  and,  linaJh-,  t«  profis 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  tlie  [leace  and  gixMl  order  airf 
trHnc|utIlity  of  the  country,  on  which  Mr.  Conolly  very  muck 
rriies.  On  leaving  Mr.  F.  I  met  Mr.  Grattan,  who  ronrumd 
exactly  witli  him.  It  was  agreed,  that  Mcssi-s.  Bjrne,  Knugb, 
and  Fitzgerald,  should  go  to  C^jtlcton. 
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Mfte$.  lettersn  ^  of  1792.  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Mr. 
John  Hutton  on  his  second  embassy  to  Belfast ;  also  his  deal- 
ings with  the  Cathdicsn  including  his  combinations  with  sitn- 
dry  dissenting  Republicans^  and  his  plan  for  a  general  system 
of  Irish  Jacobins. 

Monday.  July  9fA«  1792.  Set  out  posting  with  the  Kee|)er  or 

the  College  Lions  for  Belfast,  {IFhitley  Stokes)— nivakrHHt  at 

the  Man  of  War;  missed  {loor  P.  P.  sadly.    The  Kei*|jer  dull. 

Pmposed  pirquet:  agreed  to:  played  veiy  fair ;  doubt  tliat  the 

Keeper  is  a  black-leg.   Nothing  material  until  Dundalk  ;  scored 

ten  there  for  a  man  leading  a  pig  in  a  string.   Ditto  at  Lougli- 

brickland :  game  atBanbridge;  tlie  Keeper  55,  Mr.  Hutton  95. 

Sleep  at  Banbridge. 

10th.  Set  off  eai*Iy ;  see  a  cat  before  we  come  to  the  bridge ; 

game. — The  Keejier  mortifieil.   Veiy  pretty  anms<»ment  for  a 

statesman  and  a  philosopher.    O  Lord  !  O  LonI  ! — On  an  a\  e- 

rage,  about  a  cat  and  one-seventh  of  a  cat  |ier  mile  on  the  gi^at 

northern  nmd.    Make  no  other  i*emark  of  any  inifKirtHnce  or 

ose  on  the  journey. — Arrive  at  Belfast  at  one  oVIcK'k ;  learn 

that  tlie  first  coni[iany  is  at  exercise,  and  dine  ufMin  Waildel 

Cunningham.     Unpack  in  a  hurry,  and  dnss  in  regimentals; 

mil  off  to  the  field,  and  leave  the  Keeper  to  fag.    M(*et  e\  ery 

body.     Cunningham  veiy  civil :  dine  in  the  tent,  at  the  right 

hand  of  the  Captain.  After  dinner  tlie^  hole  romjiany  turn  (Mi 

and  dance  on  the  field  :  vastly  French ;  manh  int/i  tow n  in  the 

e\Tniiigf   *^  all  ivith  magnanimity  and  benexolrnce.**    Sup  with 

Neilson  and  the  old  set ;  very  much  tired  aftirr  my  journey.  Bed 
at  one  oVIock. 

11th.  Rise  witli  great  headarlie:  stupid  as  a  mill-horse:  rail 

on  Sinclair:  read  o\er  the  addirss.  Agnre  u»  nutrfl  him  and  Dr. 

Vlliite,*  witli  whom  I  learn  I  am  a[i{iointf-d  Mmiinitt^  man,  tiie 

next  morning,  at  breakfast,  and  -i^'tiJe  it  finally.    Call  on  th^  un- 

ibrtuiwte  Kee|ier,  wIichii  1  ha^e  not  vn^.  I>#rd  kit*t^n  wlK'n  :  find 

that  be  gets  on  very  well  witlKiut  me.  Bring  him  u*  tlf-  If  jk  p^x.-ritii 

and  introduce  him  :  tliellypfir-ritf-  an  gf'ritlfa*»etfr:a*>k.<9  un  uMlt^. 

jKztday;  agree  diereUi.  All  go  Ui  xlf-  Har|^r%  aton'-:  f^^^ 
igh»  ^^  perftjrmers:  seven  eifrfrabk,  ^hn-*:  g'^^?  one  of 

•  Now  of  Bt^Cxtn. 
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them.  Fanning,  far  the  best.  No  new  miisiral  discovery :  hHiev* 
all  the  gowl  Ii-tsh  iiii^  ure  alrvtuly  writb-iu  llii-  cunipiLn)-  tired. 
See  the  Blue  t^nmpany  iiiHiTh  out  tn  cxerrise ;  very  fine  fruoC 
rank.  Meet  tlie  Irish  Slave,  who  is  ptyoirwl  to  «*  me.  Dine  with 
NoiliMn  and  th<^uM  set;  lite  Kw|M>r  nnne^  ImI«;  r-onversation 
flat  enough.  More  and  more  niisii  jmor  V.  P.  Bring  the  Keeper 
to  the  rutei-ie.  Sec  un  niiparitiun  of  Junlan.  who  in  in  Lundim ; 
find,  on  siieaking  Latin  b>  Hie  said  apjiaritjon,  that  it  is  Jordan 
himwU':  heartily  gladtn  rnvhim.  Supat  tlict^utcrtr;  sujiagaui 
at  Neilson :  (he  old  m-U  Beil  l»t«.  AU  tliifl  day  dtill  uh  a  pusif 
no  I*.  1*.  Sad  .'  sad  ! 

IStli.  Rine  again  with  hi^ache,  ■■esiilling  ft>oin  late  liourB. 
Gnout(o(jie  Drtiitor  at  Lilliput  Me«t  Di-.  Wliilo;  settle  the 
ad'li-esii:  many  altvrationii.  Rrtum  tu  t»wii  again ;  do  not  komr 
what  to  do;  lotinge  tti  the  Harper's:  meet  Vesey  Knox,  who 
8ho«H  me  a  iettri-  t'l-om  John.  wiUi  an  aci'ount  of  their  virtoty 
over  the  bloody  tyi-anl.  Dinner  at  the  Hypocrite's,  Joy,  Wit. 
liamson.  Bivson.  A.  Strwnrt,  Renny  Maxwell,  tlie  Kcepeiv 
fa".  Williamson  rcmcnibfi-s  the  tossing  he  got  from  I'.  P.  lart 
Octnlier:  calls  1».  P.  tlie  Sixratic.  Williamson  clever,  and 
says  he  is  rattier  more  a  friaid  to  tlie  Catiiolics  than  he  wasj 
believe  he  is  one  of  the  time  to  time  party.   Go  ofT  at  nine  t» 


APFENDES— 179t.  ilpf 

fmkof  P.  P. ;  tfie  Keeper  not  equal  to  him.   By  the  bye,  tbe 
HTpocrite  made  the  Keeper  drunk  last  night   Fine  doings. 
MiiB  that  unfortunate  Digges.  Weather  bad.  Afraid  for  to-mop- 
Nw  every  way ;  generally  in  low  spirits.   Hear  that  the  Tri- 
\fam,  wifli  his  suite,  is  arrived ;  go  to  the  Donegal  Arms  and 
^jr  O  to  him,  (vide  Robinson  Crusoe.)  The  Harper's  again* 
Urum  Mirmn  and  be  hanged.   Hear  that  several  Catliolics  have 
keen  seen ;  run  to  try ;  find  Magog,  Weldon,  and  others,  to  a 
Iwge  amount    The  hair  of  Dr.  Haliday's  wig  miraculously 
gmni  grey  vrith  feai*  of  the  Catholics.    Several  comets  appear 
JB  Ibe  market  place.   Walk  the  Catliolics  about  to  show  tiiem 
Ihe  lioiis.  See  a  figure  of  Commerce  at  the  insurance  oflice ;  the 
Gaftolics  mistake  it  for  an  image,  and  kneel  down,  take  out 
their  heads,  and  say  their  prayers  before  it ;  leave  them  at  the 
Esdiaage,  and  go  to  dinner  witli  Simms.    The  old  set    Drink 
aotUng.   Go  at  seven  to  meet  the  jacobins.   Tlie  time  to  time 
people  say  with  great  gravity  that  Mr.  Hutton  is  come  to  toroo 
ioditioiiB  papers  down  their  tiiroats.  Mr.  Hutton  a  man  of  great 
consequence,  as  it  seems.   Tlie  Keeper,  who  is  in  the  plot,  a 
canning  liand :  all  day  out  picking  up  clay,  &c.  tlie  better  to 
conceal  his  designs,  but  Waddel  and  Joy  too  knowing  to  be  had 
Jb  Ibat  manner.  Mr.  Hutton  almost  angry  at  all  this  nonsense^ 
and  very  sorry  that  any  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  Belfast  should 
listen  to  such  trash.  Expect  a  sharp  op]iosition  to-morrow.  Some 
of  die  country  corps  no  better  than  Pecp-of-day-boys.    Antrim 
fidkii,  good ;  Down,  bad.  Dress,  and  go  to  Gauthei*ot'N  benefit; 
called  out  Gog,  but  no  McDonnell !  not  like  his  namesake,  who 
was  **ioorthig  to  be  a  rebeU*  Good  news  from  Munster:  Gog 
^reaching  fcM*  three  days  to  six  bishops,  who  are  at  last  convert- 
ed; bo  the  returns  will  go  on — Ca  ira!    Return  to  tlie  concert 
Williamson  very  pleasant ;  tells  good  stories  of  Lord  Moira,  and 
wants  me  to  go  there ;  calls  Mrs.  0*Hara  Caroline  of  Litchfield, 
kcm    Mr.  Hutton  envious,  and  endeavors  to  outshine,  but  can't 
GotB  off,  and  falls  upon  A.  Stewart  whom  he  attacks  u])on  the 
Caflmlic  question,  and  mauls  without  remorse.    Stewart  veiy 
skaSkm.    The  Draper  tells  Mr.  Hutton  that  great  exei'tions  ai'o 
to  impress  people  witli  the  idea  that  he  is  going  to  ram 
ling  down  their  throats.  Stuff,  stuff !  The  Drajier  mode- 
;  flunks  it  will  be  a  woi'k  of  time,  &c.  but  still  the  cause  gains 
dailly.  All  this  not  very  encouraging.  Come  home  in  not 
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the  most  amiable  temper.  Get  my  belt.  he.  Tor  the  review  1^ 
morrow.  Generally  Hiilky.  Want  P.  P.  in  onler  to  ndvi.<*e  hin] 
just  in  a  humor  to  give  adt  ice.  Write  a  letter  abnut  tlic  Catholk 
committee,  signed  X.  Y.  for  the  Noilliem  Star.  Dnll  as  a  pa< 
bnt  it  cannot  lie  lielped.  The  Keei»rr  rlines  tbw  day  in  the  coaaltj 
with  the  Hypori'ile,  and  otliera ;  suppoue  be  «ill  make  a  Imuftcf 
himself  again.  Heil.  A  plot!  a  plot!  Neiliwn  comes  to  tDf  bed* 
aide  at  one  o'clock,  with  orders  to  prepare  for  battle  in  the  man- 
ing.  Parsing  by  a  mom  in  the  inn,  he  heard  Cunitinghan'l 
voire  vei-y  loud ;  the  door  being  half  open,  he  went  in  and  fbnn^ 
to  his  utter  a>4tonishment.  delegates  fi-om  the  country  cor]0*  wift 
Waddel  haranguing  against  tlte  Catholirs.  and  talking  of  aooe 
•edition  intemled  to  be  broached  the  next  clay.  Waddel  taken  d 
aback  by  thiH  apparition  of  Neilsoii.  Neilson  ahntcs  him*  wat 
reads  the  ])aj>ers ;  t)iecomi>any  breaks  up  wilhout  coming  to  aiij> 
determination,  but  Neilson  exjiccts  hot  woi'k  bi  tlie  mumiii^ 

Waddel  a .  Sleep  at  last,  ahotit  two, 

14th  Jnly,  era  of  the  Fretic/i  Bevoluliim!  Knocked  np  etitj 
by  Neilson:  get  on  my  reginientaK  and  go  bi-eakfast  with  Ilit 
Catholics.  M'Renoa  arriveil.  Di-ums  beating,  colortt  fljrh^ 
and  all  tlie  honors  of  war.  Brigade  formed,  an<l  nuurh  off  b/ 
ten :  ~00  men,  and  make  a  tolerable  appearance.  First  and  i» 
cund  Belfast  companies  far  tlie  best  in  all  {larticulars  :  Orea 
eompany  10^2  ;  Blue  90.  Ride  the  Drajier's  mare-.  Xhe  irvtcw 
tolerably  well.  Some  com]ianies  filled  by  little  s(|uadK  of  six  or 
eight  men,  ulio  come  in  of  their  omi  motion.  witb<Hit  offirera.  A 
council  of  war  held  ina]iolatofield,]uljaceiitto  the  review  grouni 
Present,  the  Draper  in  the  chair,  the  Tribune,  his  brutlier  Gcornv 
Di'.  Crawford,  of  Lisbui-n.  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  Dr.  M'Kenna,  and 
Mr.  Button:  all  fouh  except  tlic  first  and  last.  Crawford  and 
Tandy  frightened  out  of  theii'  vits.  We  are  undone :  shall  be 
defeated  :  all  the  country  corjw  (ieci<ledly  against  ms,  fi-oin  (he  re- 
port of  some  seditious  paper,  (the  old  story ;)  better  toailopt  nonw- 
tiling  modei-ate.  that  shall  include  all  parties :  daiigei-  of  dis- 
union ;  risque  of  cn^dit  if  we  should  eteii  succeed  by  a  HmaH 
majority,  which  is  tJie  best  tliat  can  be  tiopcil :  tlie  rouiitry  lolks 
afraid:  da  rapo,  dec,  M-Kenna  very  absunl;  takes  ii|x>o  htm 
tlie  man  of  iiitliienre :  sayss  the  Catholics  are  liinld,  and  a  ivituln 
here  would  be  fatal,  and  success  of  tittle  consei|uence,  an  a  de- 
claration in  favor  of  tb«  Cattiulica  wte  now  nseleas. 
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eA  up  by  somt  xtmng  ntcp.  Mr.  Iliitton  at  Ia.it  lirraka  silence ; 
coiiti'a'lictfl  M>Kcnna  plum|i.  aa  tn  the  use  of  a  fleclaratinii,  in 
which  t)ie  DrapiT concurs;  oxaminrs  the qucHtion  in  Uii-cc lights, 
as  being  rarricil  by  a  small  nrnjority,  or  lost,  or  not  proitoscd. 
In  the  finit  case,  il'  we  Huccced  by  a  small  majority,  it  is  still 
aucrcss  and  h  mu  joritj',  which  is  better  tliaii  a  defeat.  In  tJic  s^ 
cond.  if  it  be  lost,  let  it  go :  let  us  know  the  worst,  and  not  be 
Afraid  to  look  the  rfue.stinn  in  tlie  face,  nor  delude  ourselves  and 
the  CatJiolirs  n  ith  tlie  ttlea  of  sujiport,  wliet-e  no  sup{M>rt  is  to  be 
founrl.  As  to  the  tliipd  idea,  which  wcemed  to  prevail  most  in  tlie 
couticil,  nf  not  projiosing  the  address,  Uiat  was,  of  all  iiossitile 
nieasure.4,  the  worst;  it  carried  in  it  all  tbc  evils  of  the  othtst 
two,  and  niiiny  more  ;  it  was  cowardly  and  foolish,  more  ruin-  , 
ous  than  tlie  worst  defeat :  for  those  men  who  had  already  spread 
8o  many  lies  about  the  a<ldress,  would,  if  it  was  now  ke]it  hackf  i 
uttf^r  a  tliousaiid  mon\  and  say  it  was  so  infamous  titat  no  maa 
could  be  found  hardy  enough  to  proixise  it  to  the  meeting :  that^ 
in  the  Catholic  rgiiestion,  not  tn  adiance  was  (o  recede,  and  i^ 
after  tiie  strong  measures  of  the  last  nine  months,  we  wei-e  now 
to  blink  it,  it  ^t'uuld,  at  uiicf,  utterly  destroy  all  liojies  or  pros- 
pect of  union:  Finally,  it  was  more  consonant  tn  tlie  s]iirit  and 
decision  of  tiic  Draper's  character,  tn  come  fairly  forn  ard  and 
let  us  see  oui-  friends  and  our  enemies.  Unanimity  was  a  good  \ 
tiling  in  itself,  but  much  more  essentially  so,  as  it  was  a  means 
of  promoting  good  princijiles :  if.  however,  the  principle  must 
be  irnoiiuced.  tn  pi-oi:upc  unanimity,  it  was  not  woilli  buying  at  , 
that  priiT.  Mr.  IIutt<m,  likewise,  said,  tJiat  be  did  iH>t  see  the 
question  in  so  desperate  a  liglit :  tie  would  liope  it  might  be  cai> 
lied,  even  by  a  large  majority',  bu^  in  all  events,  whether  car^ 
riedornot,  beentreatetl  tlie  Dra|>ertnmove  it  boldly,  and  leave 
the  event  to  Providence,  Tlic  Draper  agrees ;  tlie  other  mem- 
bers shrug  up  their  siioulders,  depart,  and  the  council  breaks  up. 
•Tlie  Draper  and  Mr.  Uutton  walk  about  the  field,  e\ery  man 
discouraging  them,  but  all  wont  do.  Both  satisfied  that  half 
measures  are  no  measures,  and  determined  to  hazard  the  evenly 
let  the  worst  come.  The  Draper  a  line  resolute  fellow.  Mr.  But- 
ton says  noUiing  of  tlie  euergj*,  spirit,  and  decision  of  his  own 
rharacter.  cnjieciufly  when  contrasted  with  tlte  caution  and  ma-, 
deratiim  of  the  Lisbiirii  men.  and  the  bladdering  stuflTof  M'Kenna* 
Moderation — nonsenfle!  March  into  town  at  tliree.    Me«t  HfHf 
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lit  and  NeilsoD:  Ukc  die  wuni  "  Csthulic"  out,  ftnO  put  in  tb« 
v-ord  ''Irishrarn"  of  every  religirmixleimniiriftlioii.  I'n>ct«!(ioiu 
Meeting  at  the  Linen  Ilall.  aiitoniHliiitg  full.  Question  innved 
bv  tUe  Dra)ier.  Before  tJie  debate  goe«  od  five  minutc^i,  luiftiffitA 
tliftt  we  have  it  iinllow:  tJie  Ltsburti  men.  tuiil  txir  gmid  lul* 
risers  in  tlie  f^M  all  misttiicen.  More  unci  more  Hatisfinl  tiuA 
tiietr  modrratiim  is  nonse^nse  ntid  tsUiB*.  Carry  the  qvestiim  with 
about  fiv  e  ditisentiiig  voire^  among  n  honi  are  Joy  nnil  Wadild 
Cunningham.  All  fiollow.  Could  have  cni-riMl  any  tiling.  Tin 
bustiK'SM  now  fairly  nettled  in  Bi-lfHKt  and  thf  aeigliburiiooi 
Huzza!  Huzza!  Dmnerat  the  Donrgnl  Ana^.  Kverybodyu 
ba])py  its  a  king,  but  Wiuldel,  who  looks  like  the  Devil  himndf! 
Huzza!  God  (i)ew4  every  body!  StaniHiwt  AugustuK,  Gtsa^ 
Washington;  Seau-Jimr.  Whowould  hare  tbouglit  itthismnrfr 
ing?  Huzza.'  Gmfrally  drunk. — Broke  my  glanN  timmping  tin 
table.  Home,  God  knows  how  or  when.  Huzza!  Gtx!  bleta 
every  body  again,  generally. — Bed,  vitli  tliree  times  IJii-ee. 
Sle^p  at  last 

ISth,  Sundaif.  Rise  and  breakfast  witli  the  Hj-porrite  and  tltt 
Keeper,  who  ai-e  both  outrageously  re}oired  at  the  events  of  ye«- 
terday.  Aftfr  breakfB.st  take  a  long  walk  with  Gog,  who  ieOa 
me  thai  Lynch  ha^  been  ripping  up  the  old  business  of  my  ap- 

ind    Hiinks  that   it  would    hf  heni-r.  if  a  Prot™t»nt 
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fmif-    G<>g  jPiilcMW  of  every  body,  even  of  Magog. 
iMTrbim  nntl  goto  iltiiner  nt  Lilli|mt  wiUi  ilie  Dr»per.    (.'nn' 
fenaUiua  bH  uptin  banking.    Blind  miui'fi  buff  in  thr  evening. 
n»k  ny  knrc  aguimt  ii  cbair  like  a  JKckiinnpcH.    Drownnl  in 
t  rain  runitng  haate  nt  nne  in  Uio  morntrig,  us  usuiil.  Fine  <lu- 
|S.   Ttie  Kn^j-.  uf  tbe  company.    Snt. 
Ifitk.  Rise  itiiil  go  to  binikrast  nitii  Will  Simni5  at  tlie 
ravr  I  till  tlt«  Calb»lir.t  IWin  Dublin  ihervt.    Cuunct)  af  war  in 
br  gatilrji,  (rog,  Rnkert  Simms,  nnd  Mr.  Hution.    Gitg  ex- 
a  tiw  pliiii  of  wrganixing  tbc  Catholic  biyty.    Mr.  Uuttnn 
tfan  (i|iponiini1}'  to  pre^  lui  iili;!i  Hlartrd  by  P.  I*,  ncvrral 
»  bark,  ruriH-gaiiizing,  in  a  siiniliu-  niHiiiier.  tlir  Diwtcnting 
Btercrt.   All  agrev'  tbat  if  thatrould  br  acrompliNhed.  the  busi- 
M  «nhW  tin  diinc.    Qtiere;  Huw  ?  Siinm»  satisfieil  that  vie 
ive  dimdy  a  grenl  majority  «if  the  thinking  men  through  the 
Nncili  «Hb  in :  lays.  however,  tbat  if  Government  attark  the 
C'afJiallc  t'oininitirr.   under  the  new  sjateni   in  hva  montht, 
Nur<)^  <d\  iwM  bo  rtady  to  support  them-    Mr.  Ilotton  ex- 
int.  tfiat  »e  lUT  n<rt  ready  to  rail  on  any  one  yet  for  more  than 
d  wifibrs,  and  asks  Sininin,  who  is  indeejl  a  Tanner,  and 
fin-  the  fuUirv  be  hu  calleil,  what  hi'  thinks  nf  the  m'st  Mtb 
July.    Tbc  Tanner  lookn  extremely  «ise  anil  nigniHcnntr 
kg.  Mr.  Hnltui,  uid  lie,  wor^hipearh  oUier,  and  aign  an  article 
(heir  biaod ;  fiifurith  their  hands  three  timeit  in  a  mmt  grace- 
tl manner,  (sec OoldsRiitli'a Citizen nftlie World,) and manh off 
ilnbnra.   Uo,bul  they  are  imleeil  mott  agremble  cruihires.  (Do.) 
i0an|^  till  iirar  tlinner.    Go  to  the  Donegal  Armx,  antl  meet 
II  tlid  Catholics.    M'Rcnna  ronien  in,  and  confeiHcs  tliat  his  be- 
avior  at  Ihr  cwuncil  of  war  on  Uie  14th  was  indefensible,  and 
Mt  hv  is  MXTy,  ktr,    Knvolous  in  the  extreme,    Mr.  Huttnn 
Ukn  (far  o|)|mrtD)iity  to  state  hh  rra.wn.<)  for  relating  the  con- 
vnatiaa  in  ttir  firlil,  and  appi-al))  (<>  Mr.  T.ube  whelltrr  be  had 
it  artnl  tiiir  and  bon(>rul)le'   Mr.  Lube  romjilimeiits  him.  and 
drrbuTM  btfi  Halijifartinn   ami   conviction  that  Mr. 
iVould  be  incapable  of  acting  uliterwiKe.    Sliort  reckon- 
long  frienilft.    All  fair !   Gog  and  Mr.  Hutton  go 
and  meet  a  rertain  urt  of  the  Belfast  men.    Stain 
plan  of  (irganization.    All  the  Itelfa^t  men  land  it.    A 
iwd  come)!>  in  and  bix-uk»  offtJM^  d>w:<nirs«.    Dituier :  MTier 
tlM  cliair.    ChctT|iJfred  at  tin  head  of  the  tablr^  a  DEasentBT 
\nh.  1—^31 
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and  u  Calliiilir.  IMigtilful  !  Tlirroiir  Hags,  Amci-ica,  Franr^ 
IVIiiiii).  Iiflaiid.  tint  no  England.  Bravo  !  Beau-Jour .'  Th* 
Oraiici'  and  I  »>it  tu^'Uwr  at  tlHrfoot  of  tliGt>il)Je.  Con^'OsatioDr 
iTgaitltiig  M'Kt'tmH.  ulio  lias  acteil  very  sti-angcly.  H'tien  he 
sMii  in  the  cwuK-U  uf  uar  tlnit  )ie,  as  a  Catlinlic,  thotiglit  that 
!i  declaration  was  ustIcks,  u»lirN»  Belfast  was  preparrd  to  follow 
it  Mji  with  somctlung  sti-onger.  he  iniiii-essed  tlic  Draper  witli 
an  idea  that  Itc  luount  violent  measures  iminc<l  lately.  Tliv  Dra- 
per, therelbre.  bid  liim  not  calculate  on  immediate  support  IVnm 
llkc  North,  but  said,  at  the  wutie  time,  tliat  the  prngrcas  or  the 
cause  was  rapid,  and  must,  finally.  BUC(wnl.  M'Kcnna  then, 
when  arguing  witli  the  CnthoticH.  to  btflucethrmtunprnts  their 
wish  not  to  enibamuM  tlie  t]Utvttion  witli  thnir  rtaiinv  mentinnedr 
Rs  an  argnioont.  tiuit  the  Draper  had  told  hbn  in  the  fteld  notto 
i-cckon  upon  any  sup)K>i-t  fii)ni  the  Noi-lh.  This  struck  titem  all 
mFh  beapt  kuowing  tlie  Dntjx-r*s  decid»l  chai'acter.  By  this  it 
appears,  that,  by  his  nonsense,  to  call  it  no  woi-se,  he  led  tiic  Draper 
into  giving  an  opinion,  subject  (oa  n)iiiit7io»,andtlicn(iuDtedtliat 
opinion.  ^  itiiout  mentioning  the  condition :  by  whicii  he  had  lilw 
to  tlirow  a  damp  on  the  spirits  of  both  pai-tic«,  which  might  him 
hod  ugly  conseqiienr£9.  AH  this  very  odd.  Mr.  Mutton  ex- 
plaias  tiic  whole  to  the  Di-uirt.  and  puts  hin>  up  to  the  real 
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wy  foal  at  luning  my  expiration  to  Dungannoii  all  blown  up. 

JM  it-^sink  it — damn  it — must  go— caimot  possibly  help  it 

ftor  P.  P. — ^Wcll,  'tis  but  in  vain  for  soldiers  to  complain. 

Agree  to  act  off  in  half  an  hour  to  Ratlitriland.   Hope  our  jour- 

ley  may  do  some  good,  as  the  restoraticni  of  tranquillity  is  to 

«8  of  the  last  impcHrtance.    Console  myself  witli  this  hope  for 

(hedisai^intmeiit  of  not  seeing  P.P.  but  vexed  damnably  for  all 

that  &t  off  in  a  very  middling  temper  with  Neilson  and  his 

vife.   Stop  at  Hillsboro«gh»  and  drink  tea  at  a  Mr.  Uender- 

wi%%  see  his  son,  the  author  of  Colin  Mountain,  in  theMaga- 

SMB.  Set  off,  and  arrive  at  10  at  a  Mr.  Lowiy's,  near  Ratlift'j- 

laad.  Received  with  great  politeness  and  hospitality.   Supper. 

JSt  op  late,  as  usuaL  Bed  at  half  past  one.   Sad !  sad ! 

iMu  Rise,  and  set  off  with  Neilson  and  yoimg  Lod^it,  to 

BaflifiribDd.  In  about  an  hour  the  Catholics  arrive  from  Doi^ti- 

fatricL  Meet  Mr.  Tiglie,  tlie  Pai-son,  Sam.  Barber,  the  Dis- 

natiiq;  Minister,  Mr.  Derry,  tlie  Priest,  and  about  eighteen 

ipentlemen  of  tlie  neighborliood.   Agreed  on  all  hands  that  the 

Protesitairts  *w<Te  the  aggiK'ssors.   Several  have  been  killed  on 

both  sides.  Great  offence  taken  at  the  Catliolics  nianiiing  about 

in  military  array,  and  firing  shots  at  unseasonable  times.   The 

Catholics  certainly  wrong  in  tliat,  and  must,  if  ])ossible,  be  stopt 

The  m^iority  think  tiiat  if  that  wei*e  accomplished,  tlie  distur- 

tances  would  soon  die  away.  Some  bigots  think  that  tlieir  arms 

flhould  betaken  from  the  Catholics.  God  forbid !  besides,  tlie  tiling 

is  In  its  nature  impossible.    A  magistrate  present;  a  Cajitain 

Rowan  tdls  one  or  two  swinging  lies.    Fii*st,  timt  information 

basbeen  lodged  with  tiie  Commissioners  of  tlie  Revenue  that  a 

flUp  laden  with  arms  was  expected  in  a  bay  at  tlie  back  of 

Moame,  and  was  to  be  escort<*d  by  a  French  frigate ;  and  that 

these  arms  were  intended  for  the  Catholics.   Also,  tliat  orders 

bad  been  sent  to  every  port  in  the  kingdom,  to  seize  and  detain 

ail  arms  imported,  until  further  orders.   Mr.  Button  breaks  out 

in  a  rage.   As  to  the  French  sending  o%'er  a  ship  load  of  arms, 

all  flie  world  knows  that,  at  this  moment,  they  are  in  the  last 

distress  for  arms  themselves,*  and  buying  them  from  England 

it  any  price.    As  to  the  other  story,  of  die  orders  being  sent  to 

tte  poiii^  it  was  esmctly  like  one  of  the  tricks  of  our  infamous 
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Government,  who  are  notorioiisl^'  HpiTading  the  vUeRt  eahtttmin 
fuid  falsehoodB,  to  fxaspcnil*  tlit-  t«o  stxU  against  eacli  oUivrt 
tiiat  tJiey  may  wiUi  Uie  t^tvuliT  ^tttc  nnil  !iecurit.v  |))ili)(ler  bolh, 
Tiie  magiHtmtc  in  a  liulT,  and  aim  i'anmn  Ttghe.  bntllier  to 
Edward  TigUe,  tiic  Hack.  Mr.  Hutton  rlmuj^r^  tlic  dbcourw 
back  to  tltf  busines-s  ortIu>  nuwting.  Fi-npffitc-*!  tbiit  tlie  Catholit* 
shall  agree  to  desist  fiiini  parading  in  tHiili<«  and  filing,  and  the 
Dissenters  shall  declare  tiiat  tlipy  will  lumntatn  tlie  peace  nt  the 
country  against  all  who  shall  tranngi-etx,  withimt  distinction  t^ 
party  or  Ttligion,  An  amcndmirnt  prnpciscil  by  Neiinnn.  thattbii 
declaration  should  he  made  by  tlio  vultniteers.  The  idea  unaaU 
mously  approvetl,  and  tin***  ofllisrs  tlien  pi-esent.  Captain  A- 
Lo^^Ty,  Captain  Cawcn.  and  Captain  Barber,  engage  for  tlieir 
respective  compuiKH.  A  rcfraftury  jK'iest,  of  Uir  name  ctf  FHx- 
eimons,  much  blamed;  tlie  Catholics  engage,  to  have  him  re- 
moved. They,  likewise,  pro|M)He  t«  have  a  jtastoral  letter  from 
tlieir  bislio|>,  and  a  circular  one  from  t)ie  committee,  to  be  read 
in  every  chaj>el.  ivcommenilmg  peace  and  good  order.  All  pre- 
sent highly  satisfied  witli  each  otlier.  except  the  magistrate,  who 
looks  glum.  He  was  examined  witliin  tliese  ten  days  at  the  Castle^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  riots :  suppose  lie  lieil  like  the  Devil.  Eari 
Anneslcy  much  to  blame  in  this  busincas.   Mo  magistrate  iwarer 
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alBimlalk  G(^  iosiiirci-ubly  vun,  and  llaliing  for  c<wn(iliinf ntu, 
ntiitieii  Mr.  Ilotton.  Ht  tint,  in  mUirr  8p;iritig.  (ktg  t)i<>a 
pniiMMr.  Hiiltoii,  whn  rdciit.t  tliert^iiixin,  iiikI  Inys  it  on  in 
Mun  {irellv  itiifk.  NoUiing  too  gross.  A  f^ivat  <ti'al  of  winr. 
Bnl, u  nsutti.  t)L-twFcn  oni' and  two.    Bad!  Bad!  Daii! 

19tb.  tif t  off*  rurly,  and  ridi^  tw<-lvi>  miles  on  k  lame  hack : 
jilttMnt  and  rvNprrtablc.  Oct  on  to  Oragliodik.  »nil  find  tL« 
SrvTV  BtagB  Jnst  srtting  off  for  Duttlin.  L^avo  Gng  convprtr 
bgiModicr  bL<ibo|i,  (tbiv  CftUiolic  PrinmU']  and  drive  off  in  the 
iligc ;  RQ  odwnluivH ;  arrive  in  town  at  six  in  tli«  cicning. 
fftjhd»  Uni^m  chartJFtjwe.  Ti«^e.— Ilor. 

JAdenAa.  Mr.  Ilntton,  on  8p»Tral  occasions.  prmMfl  hia 
frirndtitlid  JuciititiM  to  (ry  and  extrnd  tlit'ir  clubs  tlirouKli  IlkO 
Karth.  Tlio  Dmper  liighlj'  a]tprnvcs  tli?  plan,  nlm  HiLililt.  uIho 
the  Tamnrr  and  liis  bruthcr.  Tbc  Irish  Slair  swcarn  he  will  bo- 
gm  his  oprmliiins  itDRimliatfiy.  jh  nv  ha^'e  talked  rnouf^h,  and 
H  is  time  lo  Iwgiu  tn  art-  Mr.  Button  to  write  a  »cun-ilous  Ict- 
r,  for  the  aaid  Slave,  to  John  Foster. 

N.  B.  Tbc  mrrtiiig  on  tlic  14th  likv  the  old  Gi-rman  meetings 
1h  the  wood)!.  All  the  [K''i))i«'  sitting,  and  Uie tu-meil  varriorH  in 
ring  •itanding  round.  Fine  effect  of  the  unaiiimonsi  ave  of  tlie 
JUfcmbly  wltrn  |iavung  tJic  address.  Mr.  Uutton  affected  so 
Mt  ttiD  tears  sloud  in  liis  eyes :  Kcntiineiitid  ami  pretty. 

JhtAfJm /(t/y  21.  Rode  natu'ttb  GogtoGrattan;  entertained 
way  «itii  stories  of  Oiirkc,  nlm  ia  become  most  odious  to 
LC  certainly  scheming  with  the  Catholics,  either  to 
noney.  or  ruiM*  bis  value  in  England  with  tlio  Miuia- 
Snoo  guineas  tor  his  expedition  bcrr  last  ninter :  fool- 
gmnrisity  in  tlie  Catholics,  for  he  contrived  tu  em  broil  then 
ih  evrry  bwly.     He  wants  now  to  come  over  Iwre,  wher^^  he 
r  be  of  no  piKMilile  um%  and  leave  England.  «1iere.  by  tfas 
ftye^  \mf.  Ls  ofjust  as  little.    A  puppy,  nr  worse.    We  arrive  at 
idmttan's*  ami  tell  him  of  tlie  state  d'  tilings  In  the  North  and  iu 
South,  wlmh  W  apprnvcii.    Talk  of  next  winti^r.    Ue  apprt^- 
Government  will  make  a  blow  at  tlir  Cathatics,  by  cmn- 
ig  their  chairman.   Mr.  Hutton  of  opinion  lliat  the  wbolo 
■boaM  rise  awl  go  uitli  him  in  that  e>ent.    tirnttan  ad- 
let  him  go,  and  immeiUately  elect  anotJier.     If  be  be 
itttd,  elect  another,  and  m  on,  but  no'cr  to  mxde.   Iftfatf 
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Hoiue  of  Cammons  give  uonls,  let  the  G^nrra)  Coinmitfv.  dn 
the  same,  ami,  if  ihcy  be  fii'iiii  tJie  Uwisn  will  Kiibiiiit,  bccttUBe 
the  one  is  an  cmaiiBtiwii  ri-oin  tlic  {kii|>I<\  the  other  iKit.  Mr. 
Button  asks  Tor  h  cnmiiiitlee  to  inquii-e,  next  Hession,  inln  tlie 
state  of  the  Nortlu  anJ  the  raiises  of  tlic  riots  tliere.  Grattaa 
thinks  it  would  do  iniHchier,  hecHnw  tlie  rommittee  hring,  to  «i 
certainty,  under  the  iiifliieiire  of  tlie  Ccuttle.  uotild  misstate  and 
garfolefuc^  and  dmw  <-oiirlu»ioii«  w  hidi  rren  tJiene  t»cb*  rowU 
not  «an"ant.  Mr.  Hiitton  sa>»  Uiat  is  ver.v  harrl.  wliich  Oral> 
tan  admits :  hut  Rays  the  if  atioii  in  obvtoiiH,  tlint  >Ke  hn^-u  noPar^ 
iiument  in  Jrelaml.  Gi-attan  scciiu  augiy.  Mr.  Uuttoii  itiuIs  hlM 
the  intended  aildiv»»  to  the  derender*.  in  whirh  he  MiiKgestssone 
alterations,  but  very  imich  aiipmnes  it  grnerall}.  Say  Otrrhiilt 
and  depart,  having  fimt  pniniiMHl  tu  diiw  with  him  at  llnna* 
hinchon  Satui-dny  next. 

22d.  Meet  tlic  Siih-coininitlee :  read  Hie  addi-css.  w  liich  ifl  ap- 
proved, with  a  clause  pmmisin^  prolirtiim  from  tlte  <*eni3^ 
Committee  to  all  peaceable  Catlioli^s.  Think  tliisiieiijiitiil  strokt^ 
as  it  gives  such  a  hold  of  the  bus  peitjde,  of  whom  there  are  in  this 
country  ahoie  3,000,000.  MeetGog  in  the  evening,  who  is  ii}  a 
|ierknf  tiMUfales.  Expecti  Burke  over  in  Cork  every  day,  nntwlUi- 
standing  all  tliat  has  heen  done  to  prevent  his  coming.    Burke 
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I  uilli  Tom  Drnughall  nnd  Gng.  Rond  a  very  long  praiic- 
ttrr  fruiii  Burke,  filial  with  non!<cii6e  almtit  tbnFi'ciich  B^ 
>-ohiti<iii,  (tti  nliirli  tu!  is  «s  mad  as  liix  ratlicr.  The  issue  is,  t)iat 
tbf  CutlmlifH  nil)  inect  tw  mipport  fmni  iiiiiiistt-y  in  England* 
(who  sccni  to  lie  bullied  by  tiiiiiiatry  hrrt')  in  tlirir  next  a|^itca- 
tion  to  I'ai'lianieiit ;  they  must,  tiierefore,  ndy  on  ilicir  own  force. 
And  it  seems  pretty  evident  tliat  England,  if  she  will  not  inter- 
fere on  tJieir  hehnlf.  neither  will  sdie  in1*'pfeiT  against  tlieni ;  so 
tlint  tJie  Catliolics.  and  titc  I'l-otcstairt  atcciidency,  arc  left  to 
fight  it  out.  prapriis  arilnis,  (a  la  bonne  heiire,)  It  should  seem, 
that  Govei-nnient  here  have  gone  so  far  its  to  raeimcc  slipping  the 
niutirjy  bills  and  siijiplies,  if  tliey  arc  nut  allowed  the  sole  imw 
nagrnwntfrf  tlio  CiiUiolir  affUii-s.  What  will  be  tiie  i^ue  of  all  Iliia  ? 
2-ltli.  In  committee  Read  over  Bnrke's  letter  again,  and 
rereive  oi-dera  to  prepare  an  answer  tlu-rcto,  anil  also  a  letter  to 
the  Hon.  Mr-  Browm-.  Gave  tiie  u(ldre.sn  to  tlie  Defenders  to 
Byrne,  with  orilers  to  print  lUOOoii  lai-ge  paper.  Dined  with 
Warren :  home  early.  Wrote  the  Icttei-  to  Burke,  giving  him 
his  caiige,  regretting  tliat  ntinistry  in  England  hud,  by  ai]o]>t- 
ing  a  detcrmineil  neutriility.  rcndcrwl  further  ajipliration  to  them 
useleiis.  and  of  coui"se  deprived  tJie  Catholics  of  the  powerful  aid 
of  his  talents,  and  giving  him  a  iTinote  pra-ipect  that  he  might 
again  be  employed  on  swiie  futiiir  emergenry.  AH  very  civil  and 
itidefluite.;  not  a  bad  letter.    How  will  tJie  Catholics  like  it' 

I  Wrote  also  ti>  Mi-.  Browne.  SjM'nt  a  very  pleasant  evening  at 
bottic.  This  (lay  my  a]>|M>intment  as  Secn'tai'y  to  tlie  Sub-(»m> 
utUw.  until  tlie  rising  of  Pailiamcnt.  was  confirmed  unanimously 
Igrtlic  General  Committee,  with  a  stipend  for  tliat  time  of  £2O0f 
I  25Ui.  Sidi-conmiittec.  Letter  to  Burke  read,  and  objected  to 
wy  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  as  being  Ion  jtointed  a  ilismlisat.  Long  con- 
rei'HHtion  tlirreuiH>n»  aitd  alterations  made.  The  majority  of 
tiio  Siib-contmitlee  cowardh .  (>og  Htout,  but  overruled.  Letter 
to  Mr.  Browne,  agnvd  to.  Dineil  at  Warren's,  and  met  Arch- 
Mekin.    Pku^ant  evening. 

26tli>  Rode  out  to  Grattin'.i,  and  dined  there  with  Gog  and 
Hardy.  Little  new ;  btit  tlie  old  ground  beaten  over  again, 
Talking  of  tlic  late  Chief  Baron  Burgh.  Grattan  said  tliat  he 
fell  in  love  witli  daiHini  on  his  march  ;  he  stoppeil  to  pick  tlicm  , 
op,  and  tnLst  them  into  a  garlanit,  which  licflungabonthim.  an4 
>  oitereil  thp  field  of  battle,  half  a  hn-n  and  half  an  opera 
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dancer.  Pi-ctty !  Captain  Fitzgerald,  Gi-atlan's  brotJicp-iii>IiiV, 
a  fine  young  fellow.  Greatdealof  wine;  Gr.ittan  keeps  us  to  Rup. 

S7tli.  Plensant  breakfast  Tell  Grattan  about  Digges.  Gni>- 
taii  eager  to  knuw  him.  PronuM-  tu  send  liitn  Diggra*  letter  on 
trade.  &c.  Ride  into  town  witli  G«g.  Dine  with  Warren  and 
Arclidekiii  again.  No  conversation.  Wish  to  introduce  Arch- 
dekin  to  Grattan  on  the  subject  of  India,  kc.  &c. 

28tli.  29tii,  30th.  Sub-committw.  Writing  letU-rs.  Heartiist 
Ncilsoii  in  rome  to  town.  Dine  with  hini  at  Braughall's.  Nothing 
new.    Introduced  in  form  to  tlie  General  Committee. 

SlMt.  Circular  letter  for  the  retunui  ready  for  signing.  Tho 
Vintner  comes  in,  and.  uft^r  a  long  debate,  refuses  to  sigik 
Cowardly!  rascally!  Tbc  fellow  is  worth  £ztiO,tiQO.  Gog  it 
the  horrors.  Dine  again  with  Warren  and  Arcbdekiii.  Sick  all 
this  liny.    Bed  at  nine  o'clock. 

1st  Jhigust.  Jilervy  he  the  jirst  of  JhigitsU  Breaklkst  in  ciJ- 
lege.  Boswell  shows  an  a  loom  of  his  invention,  for  wcavii^ 
fishing  nctfi.  which  cxerutea  it  CDmpletely  with  tiie  lishernuui'l 
knot  He  sent  a  sample  totheSiKicty  for  Encouraging  tlicArti 
in  London,  which  liad  offeiiHl  sixty  guineas  jti-eniium  for  surh 
ui  invention.    Several  others  put   in  tlieii*  claim,  but  liis  wu 
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Jkguit  SL  Breakfast  with  Drennan  and  Neilson.  Sub-corn- 
■ittee.  More  papers.  Gog  not  at  all  equal  in  steadiness  to 
Magoi^  and  as  vain  as  the  devil.  Magog  not  a  grain  of  a 
TBfb^  nor  Warren;  all  the  others  so  so  enough.  Meet  J. ^Bram- 
Am  just  setting  off  for  England.  Dine  at  Sweetman's  witli  a 
long  set.  All  well.  Half  the  county  Down  have  returned  their 
Mcgates.  Bravo! 

Juguit  3.  Sub-committee.  Folding  circular  letters,  &c. 
Wcadbrd  returns  at  last  Rent-roll  of  their  delegates,  £  15,000 
f»  annum.   Bravo !  This  makes  eight  counties. 


Jiiarmal  of  the  proceedings  of  John  HutUnif  Esq.  on  his  third  jour- 
mtjf  to  the  Jdinih  of  Ireland ;  including  his  artful  negotiations 
with  Ae  Peep^-day-hoys,  and  sundry  Peers  qftherealm  ;  alsOf 
Uo  valorous  entry  into,  and  famous  retreat  out  of  the  dty  of 
MathfrUand;  interspersed  with  sundry  delectable  adventures 
omd  entertaining  anecdotes. — Vive  le  Roi. 

Jhig%ut  7f  1792.  Set  out  posting  on  my  expedition  among  the 
Peep-dT-day-boys,  with  Gog  and  Neilson.  Pleasant  journey. 
Arrive  in  Drogheda,  and  dine.  Settle  with  Neilson  to  meet  us 
at  Rathfriland.  Go  and  drink  tea  with  Mrs.  Austin,  an  aunt  of 
Gog'Sy  who  insists  on  our  lodging  with  her.  Promise  to  dine 
with  Mr.  Bird  to-morrow.  Tlie  1st  of  last  month  kept  here  with 
additi<Mial  sdenmity:  ^Jvly  the  first  in  Oldbridge  Town  there 
wa$  a  grievous  battle.*'   Sick.   Bed  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mb.  Go  to  tlie  Coffee  House.  See  the  Derry  Grand  Jury  re- 
jnlutioaB^  and  the  call  of  the  county  Wexford.  In  a  horrible 
ng!B.  Sit  down  and  write  a  paper  for  flie  Nortliem  Star,  signed 
Yindezy  abasing  the  resolutions,  &c.  Show  Vindex  to  Gog,  who 
b  as  pleased  as  Punch;  tells  me  he  has  succeeded  with  the 
BtabopSy  and  is  to  dine  with  them.  Go  to  Bird's,  and  stay 
aBon^Bt  a  parcel  of  girls  all  the  evening.  Puppy.  Home  late. 
SHhm  Walk  out  with  Gog,  and  plan  counter-resolutions  for 
Deny:  come  home  and  \vTite  them.  Gog  takes  them  in  bis 
pocket  to  the  Primate.  Bird  and  Hamill ;  propose  to  them  to 
a  ooalitioQ  to  the  Protestant  asccndenc}',  and  ttiat  imtaad 
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of  onuigo  cockadra,  bU  parties  Hhoulil  unite  anJ  wear  green  cnm 
on  Iho  next  first  of  July.  A  go«nl  schemts  tlioiigli  it  is  my  own. 
Tlicy  serm  to  tliink  it  coidd  not  be  iloiie.  Li't  tlicm  try,  hour. 
ever.  Dinncrwitli  Dr.  Reilly.  the  Primate,  IMiinkft.  Bishop  «f 
Moath,  Rcilly.  Bisltop  of  Cloghpr,  Cruise,  BtKlt(»|i  of  Arda^ 
M'Millan,BislH>pofDn<ffn,  Coyle,  Bkliopuf  Raj>)ioo.  M'Davib 
Bishop  of  Derry.auilLcniiaii,  BiHiiopof  Di-omorc,  all  very  plw- 
sant,  sensible  men.  Dr.  Plunket  far  tlic  lirst ;  think  lie  wmiA 
be  a  citnlit  to  any  situation.  All  well  on  tlie  Catholic  question. 
The  matter  as  to  the  Noi-th  now  settled.  Mow  and  more  admtn 
Dr.  Plunkct:  giail  to  find  tlte  Catliulic  preluttrs  men  of  such  milli- 
ners and  understanding:  beau-jour,'  All  very  civil  to  me,  and  coni- 
pliineutary  about  Vindex,  and  refuse  to  ilrink  Lord  UillsW 
rough.   Bon.   Home  cai-Ij.    Bed. 

lOtJi.  Travel  Avitli  a  third  man,  a  Mr.  Lynch,  of  GviMnj. 
Stupid.  NfMTy.  Introilureil  to  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Jr.:  a  dcnr 
young  man.    Go  early  to  bed. 

nth.  Breakfast  at  O'llanlon's.  Hear  that  Mr.  Barber  IB  of 
opinion  that  we  aught  not  to  gn  ti>  Rathfriland,  and  has  iluAjt4 
some  one  to  write  us  wcu^l  so  to  Dublin.  It  i»  surmised  tfant  U> 
reason  is.  lest  wc  might  be  insultedby  some  of  the  bigots  ja  Hut 
town.  Cannot  help  it:  what  munt  be.  must  be.  and  >ve  nmal  ga 
to  Ratlifriland.  Buy  powder  iuid  hall,  and  load  our  pistols,  for 
fear  of  acddents.  My  halls  too  little;  danm  it!  Afraid  of  C-^. 
Swauiwhoisa  bloody  Peep-of-day-boy;  endeavor  to  make  a  psD 
onhisname:  something  about  goose,  but  it  wont  do.  '•  rpAm  « 
/  sal  in  Babytoju"  Uear  just  now  that  if  we  go  to  Rathfriland 
we  shall  be  houghed:  ''pUasant.  butferong."  What  is  to  be  doue^ 
Tlus  iiifurmation  we  have  fi-om  Mr.  O'Ncil,  of  Cabra:  cowardly 
enough,  but  I  dare  say  he  lieard  it  Set  off  for  Mr.  O'Xeil,  of 
Bannvale,  on  our  way  for  RatliO-iland.  Arrive  at  hmgth  at  ibct 
flourishing  seat  of  libei-ality  and  public  virtue.  "Jfear  Ihet,  0 
Rathfrilanil,  lest  that  thy  girls  wilh  spits,  and  bays  irith  xlonett 
in  puny  battle  slay  me."  Stop  at  Murphy's  Inn.  six  in  ntuobcr. 
all  valiant  Get  ]ta]ier.  and  hegiu  to  vmte  to  Dr.  Tighc,  Ui. 
Barber,  and  Mr.  A.  I.0W17.  Stopped  shwt  by  the  intdl^eooe 
that  the  Landlord  will  give  us  mi  accommodations!  H^!  hey! 
The  fellow  absolutely  i-efuses.  He  has  cold  beef  and  lamb  chiijii, 
and  will  give  us  neither,  but  turns  olf  on  his  hecL  Damned  finb 
Well,  Mr.  Murphy!  The  dog  is  a  Quaker.  Wliat  is  t 


APPENDIX— ir9«.  171 

MV  «t  pist  fidUr  ?.    Agree  to  send  Mr.  O'Neil  for  Barber. 
Be  goes  oK    Send  also  for  Mr.  Linsey,  about  two  miles  off. 
Mr.  Hatton  oflRers  to  ride  to  Linen  Hall  for  young  Lowry.  His 
horse  irants  a  shoe.   Damn  it!  Well.  Too  late  now  to  get  a 
■esaenger.    Mr.  O'Neil  returns  with  noil's  that  Barber  is  out: 
all  of  a  piece.   A  striking  proof  of  the  state  of  politics  in  this 
conitryy  when  a  Landlmd  will  not  give  accommodation  for 
MNi^to  Catholics.    Mr.  Linsey  has  got  a  sore  leg  and  cannot 
owBi  Get  a  Mr.  Murphy  at  last,  brother  to  our  hospitable 
Lurikrd,  and  a  decent  man:  explain  the  motives  of  our  coming 
khim;  and  remind  him  of  the  conversation  of  18th  July  last. 
&  seems  very  much  ashamed  of  the  behavior  of  his  brother, 
lad,  in  aimie  degree,  apfo^hensive  of  our  meeting  some  insult ; 
vliidi,  however,  he  liopes  may  not  happen.    All  stout    Some  of 
m  determined  to  make  the  boors  of  Rathfriland  smoke  for  it,  if 
ttcy  attack  us,  particularly  McNally,  who  has  ridden  from 
Hewrj  armed,  merely  to  assist  us  in  case  of  necessity ;  manly 
and  decided  !    The  gentlemen  of  the  To^^ti  have  learned,  as  we 
praume,  that  we  are  prepared,  and  therefore  make  no  attempt 
to  duck  OS,  as  they  had  lamented  fhey  did  not  do  on  our  last  vi- 
rit   Leave  Rathfriland  in  gi*cat  force,  the  cavali*y  in  the  front. 
See  about  150  Peep-of-day-boys  exercising  within  a  quai*ter  of  a 
mile  of  the  town.   Suppose  if  we  had  attempted  to  lie  in  tlie 
tnwiiy  we  should  have  had  a  battle.  Arrive  at  Mr.  O^NeiPs  and 
dine.    Old  gentry,  and  very  hospitable  and  kind.   Mr.  O'Neil 
exceedingly  hart  at  being  refused  a  dinner  in  Ratlifriland, 
within  aig^t  of  which  he  and  his  ancestors  have  lived  for  a  cen- 
tny.   Hcnrible  thing,  tliese  religious  discords,  which  arc  cer- 
tainly fbmented  by  the  aristocrats  of  this  countiy.   Get  off  with 
gnat  diflknilty  from  O'Neil,  and  an-ive  at  Newry  about  ten. 
DiflBMmit  witli  our  four  cases  of  pistols,  very  stout    <<  Five 
fmmd/ora  Peq^-cf-day-hoy.^*  Huzza!  Huzza!  Generally  glad 
tbat  we  are  come  back  safe.    Mug  porter  to  a  large  amount 
God  Ueaa  every  body.    Bed. 
iSth.  This  is  the  Prince  of  Wales'  birth  day.   Waited  on  by 
Defenders  to  know  if  I  will  go  to  Dundalk  and  conduct 
defence  next  assizes  ?  That  may  not  be.   Ask  me  whom  I 
recommend ;  tell  them  Chamberlaine^  Saurin,  and  Jcbb. 
Baa  Yindex  in  print ;  incorrect  enough ;  made  out  a  quotation  on 
C^tala  Swan:  <<If  he  had  been  saucy,  we  would  have  made  him 
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a  rare  hinl  on  the  earth,  ami  very  much  like  a  black  nwiin."  HH 
this  off  j-pstenlay,  as  ve  wcrf  gmng  iiil«  RatlilViland,  uiirn  I 
w  as  in  a  fright  Was  I  in  a  I'riglit  ?  The  trutii  is.  I  wbji  tut, 
and  jet  I  was  not  a  jot  sorrj-  when  it  wan  bed  time,  anil  bU  WfU. 
"  All  fair."  as  Mr.  Dreslaw  hatli  it.  Dine  at  O'Hanlon's.  At 
ter  dinner  ride  tuRo8strevoruluiigHhore.  Beautiful  !  Moorat^ 
the  sea.  ftc.    Sit  up  very  late  and  talk  treason.    Sad  ! 

13th-  Bi-eakCast  atMr.  Fogan's ;  several  CatholicH ;  feodim 
Ncwry.  Advise  them  all  to  jieace  and  unanimity.  AgrctetodrMt 
porter  with  tlicin  on  our  retuiTi.  whither  we  mean  to  go  totltf 
Manjuis  of  Onw~n»liire.  How  will  his  Lanlahip  receiTeiui' 
Happy  go  lurky.  Setoff,  and  an-ivc  at  Hillsborough.  Ftndtlnl 
I-oril  Uilisboruugli  is  at  I^urd  Annesley's,  and  Mill  not  beal 
home  for  two  or  three  days.  Agi-ec  to]iush  on  for  Belfast,  vfacn 
we  arrive  and  sup  with  Neibon  and  Sininis.  Neilson  bnnpw 
home  to  lodge.    Bed  lute. 

I4tli.  Walk  out  and  sec  M'Crackcn's  new  ship,  th«?  Hibprnib 
Hibemia  has  an  English  crown  on  her  shield.  We  all  roarit 
liim.  Dine  at  Ncilson,  with  tltc  old  tict.  The  roniity  Down  get- 
ting better  every  day  ontlie  Catholic  question.  TVoof  tbeaeir 
companies,  commanded  by  Captains  Cowan  and  Douglas,  uf- 
plied  to  be  admitted  in  tlic  Union  regiment.  commandiMl  by  Cat 
Sharman,  and  were  refused,  merely  on  tlie  ground  of  tlu>ir  lioM- 
ing  Peep-of-day-boy  principles,  /ton.  G«g  and  Mr.  Hdttao 
called  upon  tu  give  an  account  of  tlie  pi-escnt  state  of  Catftolks. 
Mr.  Hutton  makes  a  long  and  accurate  atatement.  wliirli  mrrts 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  all  present.  The  Belfast  men  get 
wai-m  with  wine  and  patriotism.  All  stout :  Gog  valiant ;  also 
the  Irish  slave:  also  the  Tanner ;  also  Mr.  Hutton.  The  Ca- 
tlioircs  offer  to  find  soldiei-s,  if  Belfast  will  pr<ivide  officers.  All 
fair.  Lurgan  gi-een  as  usual.  Sometliing  will  come  out  of  all 
this.  Agi-ee  to  talk  tlie  matter  over  to-morrow,  w  hen  we  arr  ad 
cool.  Huzza!  Genei-ally  dmnk.  Vive  la  vatitm .'  Damn  Um 
Empress  of  Russia  !  Success  to  the  Polish  ai'ms,  with  thm 
timesthree-  Huzza!  (^nerally  very  drunk.  Bed.  Gotlknons 
how.    To  dine  to-morrow  with  tlie  Tanner.   Huzza!   llu« — , 

15th.  W» ken  drunk.  Breakfast  witli  Neilgon.  the  JarcAin, 
Ac.  Write  a  letter  on  the  Grand  Jury  of  Derry,  signed  a  Derrj 
Fanner ;  al^<o  a  paragraph  to  t)ie  same  purpose ;  alsu  aii 
the  report  of  tlie  suhnussion  of  the  Poles;  (very  bad  new; 
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"1  Jury.   See  Sinclair,  and 

Tlic  Dra|ier  in  a  rage. 

riuishraoms,  nobody 

.    I'lt-axe  God,  we  shall 

.K  iif.  This  country  -will 

<'<liK'at«d  at  home,  and  their 

H-,  bi-rause  France  will  not  i-e- 

iiiliolirnare  afraid  of  the  i-ctoIu- 

i.n"s;allwell.  The  Rev.  T.  Bii-ch, 

:  .i;it  lio  ]h  just  returned  from  a  meeting 

, '  li-i-gvmen  from  different  parts  of  CIster, 

<  I  lo  lind  ibem  aU  well  disposed  to  Catholic 

'K'uUbuttlie  cause  is  spreading  most  rapidly. 

xiil.  which  is  very  populous,  completely  conrert- 

,'!i'iiipts  made  to  prejudice  his  flock  against  liim  fur 

»'  UM>k  on  the  14th  July,  failed  plump.  He  oflfered,  in 

lull  congregation,  to  argue  the  point  aflor  meeting,  with 

;  man  who  dlflfacd  from  him,  and  was  answered  that  there 

'■■ui  tu  occMUOB^  u  all  were  satisfied.   He  thiuiu,  what  I  fear 

ii  tnie,  thit  the  Catiwlic  clei^ymen  are  bad  friends  to  liberty. 

Tbe  print  of  Bwntfleld  preached  against  United  Irishmen,  and 

dlurted  Ui  peagde  not  to  join  such  clubs,  on  which  he  was  im- 

MdiaMf  nbaked  in  tbe  chapel,  by  one  of  his  congregation. 

I  tiuH  nry  gooil.    It  (mnnot  be  that  tiie  rabble  of  Rathlriland 

il  stop  tbe  grow  ing  liberty  of  Ireland.   Home.    Bed  early. 

I  lie  Tamiei- (iilled  on  me  to  recommend  two  tilings: 

;  to  publish  tlie  plan  alluded  to  fay  the  Deny  Grand  Jury, 

1i  we  agree,  as  secrecy  ia  no  longer  necessary ;  and,  se- 

ilyt  that  the  new  roiamittee  diould  not  meet  so  early  as  Oc- 

aose  the  longer  it  is  delayed,  the  more  numerous  our 

Is  Ibe  North  will  be,  as  every  day  produces  converts, 

,  if  Govcinment  should  attack  the  committee,  we 

il  have  a  stronger  »ii[^rL   To  this  we  answer,  that  we  are 

sura  Govcniment  will  not  venture  mi  any  strong  measure  until 

Fkrliameiit  in  sitting  to  baclt  them,  and  it  will  he  advisable  to 

iMve  the  country  members  aasemhled  for  some  little  time  before 

dw  danger,  if  any  t-An  arise,  that  they  may  know  each  otlier, 

<dVA  be  ancustnmrd  to  sUmd  fire.   Tlie  Tanner  acquiesces  in  tliis 

^^HMung ;  vcrj'  glad  tit  see  him  so  anxious  about  us,  and  so  ea- 

^^B^  procure  us  proper  support.  Di^;e8  used  to  praise  Urn 
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aiul  G«ttf  ;  niso  tlio  IljiKH-riti-  llihtks Macahe  luid  him  the  tw 
men  in  Bciraat  most  to  be  tlepciiilod  upon.  Set  off  for  HiO^ 
liuroiigh,  Rccompanifil  by  llic  Jacobin.  Write  to  hard  Dtnn- 
shire,  and  itH|Ucst  permission  to  wait  upon  him  ;  he  ukswH 
dinner,  wliirli  wc  decline  ;  lie  tlieii  appoints  sevcu  o'clock  inlk 
evening,  wlieii  we  wait  on  liim  and  Lord  UiUsborough.  Vtiy 
long  convei-sation  on  tlie  Hubjert  of  our  mission.  Lord  Don- 
sLirv's  raculticH quite  gone.  Lord  Uillsboroiigb'H sharp  enou^; 
a  liigh  Arlstocmt.  Angry  at  the  committee's  interlet-pnce.  N« 
notion  at  any  moile  of  settling  tlie  disturbances  but  bv  u  xtmig 
liiind.  Talks  of  moi-e  regiments  or  light-liorsc,  and  calls  tfa 
committee  oiid  the  Derendcrs  ''  Dublin  Papists,  and  country  IV 
])JBt9;"  says  our  going  down  litis  done  greiit  iniMcliicfV  Umid^ 
our  motives  nmy  be  good  ;  abuses  tlie  mm  whofoiined  UtemRl- 
ing  at  Rathfrilnnd  on  tbc.  18tli  July  ;  says  tbere  are  Four  tbiw- 
Hand  stand  of  arms  in  tlic  bands  of  tbe  Defenders,  luid,  if  the; 
will  pile  tliem  up  in  ono  place,  be  will  ensure  titcir  protrctwn ; 
inveigbs  bitterly  against  tbe  communications  between  the  Ca1li»> 
lies  tliruugb  the  country,  and  against  seditious  piiblicatMni, 
which  he  raTifatiis  to  signify  Payne. ;  says  tbc  laws  have  bMt 
equally  adniinistei-ed.  for  that  six  Protestants  have  brcn  banged 
for  Pcep-of-day-boy  practices,  and  two  of  thein  on  tbe  spot 
where  tlic  burglary  was  commiltetl.  (TAi'j  o  lie.)  In  short,  tliit 
he  will  see  tbe  laws  execute  themselves,  witliout  our  intrrfrrcncc 
On  tbc  whole,  his  Lonbibip  was  just  cii  il,  and  no  more. — ^Finc 
fencing  betv^een  his  Lordship  anil  Mr.  Ilutton,  who  defrndallM 
Catholics  with  great  address  and  ability  :  bits  his  Lordship  se- 
veral times  on  the  riposte.  The  ambassadoi-s  botli  blufranil  i«> 
spectful.  State  their  case,  and  tliat  tliey  did  not  come  anlfl 
eallcd  u|M>n  ;  make  a  cut  or  two  at  tlie  Protestant  asccndMcy 
about  RaUifrilotid.  Athnit  the  4,000  stand  of  arms,  but  «ElaH 
that  tliey  have,  in  no  one  instance,  been  used  offejisively.  Stnks 
a  little  at  tlic  new  corps  ;  tu  the  raising  of  which,  and  the  s|flrit 
of  the  oRicei-s,  we  insinuate  almost  the  whole  of  the  preKiit 
alarm  may  be  attributed.  Fin  his  Lonlshlp  to  the  confeaBiM 
that  the  Catholics  have  never,  in  any  case,  bcgim  the  attack.  As 
to  their  meeting  in  botlies,  admit  it  is  improper,  but  stjite  tbst 
they  have  always  dispersed  without  doing  niischief.  Finallyi 
declare  our  convictions  timt,  if  tlie  Catholics  cnuld  !ice  that 
they  had  equal  protection  witli  tlic  Protestants,  peaco 
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restored.  Part  from  their  Lordships,  neither  of  ua 
pleased  wifli  tiie  other.  Set  off;  and  arrive  at  Ballinahinch 
kto.  Introduced  to  M^Clokey,  a  proper  man.    That  neighbor- 
hood afanost  totally  converted,  though  very  bad  some  little  time 
ImL  a  new  corps  raised  there  on  Peep-of-day-boy  principles, 
cwvniedby  M'CkdLey,  who,  in  return,  is  chosen  their  lieutenant 
An  vdL  The  Cattolics  and  they  are  now  on  such  good  terms 
te  te  Catholics  lend  tiiem  their  arms  to  learn  tlicir  exercise, 
aad  walk  to  see  thrai  parade,  and  both  parties  now  in  high  af- 
fatioa  with  each  other,  who  were  before  ready  to  cut  each 
itkKk  throats.  All  this  done  in  about  two  months,  or  less, 
111  by  flie  exertions  of  one  obscure  man.  What  might  not  be 
hy  flie  Aristocrats  of  the  county  Down,  if  they  were  ac- 
hy the  same  spirit?  Damn  them !  Mug  a  quantity  of 
■nUedwiM.  Generally  dnink.  Union  of  Irishmen  with  three 
ftaws  threes  ftc  Bed  late. 

irtfa.  IUk  as  sick  as  a  dog.  Walk  out  to  Montalto  and  meet 
Lord  Moinu  Breakfast  with  his  lordship,  the  Abbe  Berwick,* 
and  WiDiamson,  of  Lisbum.  Apprize  them  of  our  expedition, 
and  ask  leave  to  introduce  Gog,  which  he  grants  witti  much  ci- 
vflitj;  his  Lordship  well  disposed,  and  the  m<Hrc  so  as  Lords 
HiDBbaroiii^  and  Annesley  are  adverse.  He  abuses  Lord  Annes* 
hff  who  is  hy  all  accounts  a  mere  brute,  and  has  a  trick  of 
knodlBg  downflie  Catholics  on  tlie  roads,  or  wherei-er  he  meets 
fiir  his  amusement ;  scoundrel !  Why  do  they  not  knock 
thywo  again  and  be  hanged  ?  Bring  Gog  up  and  introduce 
;  iMvlted  to  dinner  wifli  his  Lordship,  and  promise  accord- 
k|^y«  Walk  off  with  Gog,  the  Abbe,  and  Williamson,  to  see 
Mr.  Slwnnan;  find  him  at  the  Spa,  and  state  our  case  gene^ 
raDy«  Mr.  Sharman  extremely  friendly,  and  condemns  the 
condact  of  the  Aristocrats  and  their  dependants.  He  approves 
atliMwIj  of  the  address  to  tlie  Defenders,  which  we  show 
}  dl  fliis  very  well;  great  laughing  with  the  Abbe  on 
The  Abbe  has  <<a  tpedes  of  samdhing  like  ra- 
Williamson  a  sharp  dog ;  has  been  tampering  wifli 
Virioa  R|;iment  to  get  addresses  counter  to  the  Belfast  pro- 
OB  flie  14th  July.  Tried  three  different  companies,  and 
fai  erety  one;  obliged  to  give  it  up,  yet  he  prates  about 
and  jasdce.   Mr.  Hutton  half  angry  with  him,  hat 

*  The  Bev.  Mr.  ]iennck»  Chftphun  to  hji  Lordship. 
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fines  not  let  )iimkiiow  it!  flatters liim  between jCMt  and 
but  it  won't  do ;  the  fellow  is  not  to  be  depeniled  upon.  Dinacr 
spoileil  by  tlip  unexjM'cted  arrival  of  Geiierjil  Pattersmi  and 
Colonel  Marsli,  on  tlieir  waj  to  England :  »tii|iid  as  the  dwil; 
the  Abbe  iguitc  out  of  ^iritt.  Mr.  Iluttnn  and  Gug  ri^  tarij 
and  dcjtart;  leave  Ballinsibinrb  and  travel  in  the  Hark  to  Bu- 
bridge;  unpleasant  enough ;  bad  road:  sierp  ul  Danbiidj^. 

IStli.  Arrive  at  Newry  about  8.  Meet  U'llatilon  aiid  mioi 
otliere :  U'll  them  of  our  journey :  all  agree  tliat  v,v  slinuld  pub- 
lisli  tlie  addi-cfls  to  tlie  Defenders.  Write  to  Loi-d  Downsliii% 
Lord  Moira.  Col.  Sliarmaii,  Bisbop  McMulk-n.  filsltop  Lmnoa 
and  inclose  copien  of  tbc  address.  Pat.  0'Uiuili>fi  engagmto 
distribute  tlic  address  tlirougb  Mournc^  and  all  other  pua 
wliere  tlie  disturbances  lu-c,  bi  t)ie  county  Down.  Pmirasc  to  at 
off  for  Dublin :  preiailed  upon  to  stay  and  cn<]<^avcir  to  rea» 
file  tbc  Catlinlics  of  Newry,  wbo  bave  been  bickering;  agm 
acconliugly.  Meet  the  contending  parties  in  tlie  evening  atlk 
Iim.  Gog  makes  a  very  lucid  statement  of  Uie  Catltullc  affain; 
ue\er  be^rd  him  half  so  well :  prcacbes  tip  jieaee  and  uaioa 
and  ailviHe.<f  tliem  to  dir-ect  their  animosities  against  the  comnia 
enemy,  the  monopolists  of  the  country.  The  wholo  compnj 
agree  to  bury  all  past  femls  in  oblivion :  rise  and  shake  haoA 
mutually.  The  chainnan,  by  order  of  tlie  meeting,  invitcnGiig 
anil  Mr.  Button,  who  has  played  Biptetio  all  the  orenln^  If 
dine  with  the  Catliolics  of  Newry  next  day.  to  curameoKirab 
tbc  ivstoi-ation  of  harmony,  which  they  agi-ec  to,  though  it 
breaks  in  on  their  system.  Sit  late,  "all  with  mu^nanimitMC^ 
betircolence;"  Beaujtmr.'  Good  thing  to  have  rcstore>d  peavk 
tlie  town.  Gug  proposes,  and  the  Catholics  agrev  to  rorm  a  » 
ciety  for  the  advancement  of  Catholic  affairs;  Gog  and  Mr. 
Button  admitted  original  members ;  all  present.  Higo  a  paMr. 
signifying  tlicir  resolution  to  form  a  club,  &c.  Gog  and  Mr.  Hit- 
ton  '-Jlimrish  their  hands  in  n  most  grarfftd  manner^  mi  i^ 
part.'*  Mr.  Button  en/rerifiia;viH*,  proposes  a  society  of  UniRil 
Irishmen.    The  pitiposal  much  relished:  all  this  very  sood. 

I!)th.  Sunday.  Gotoninss:  fcxdish  enough ;  tiHi  niiicli  tnn. 
pery.  Titc  king  of  France  dethrmed! !  Very  glad  of  it.  (or 
now  the  people  have  fair  play.  What  will  the  army  do!  Girf 
send  Utey  may  stand  by  tlic  nation.  Every  thing  dc]M-adK  upol 
the  line  Diey  take,    (htr  suciress  depimds  on  things  which  oiiiiM 
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of  us  are  snch  fools  as  not  to  see.  Ride  to  Rosstrevor;  more 
aud  more  in  love  with  it ;  dinner ;  tliirty  people,  many  of  them 
FrotrstantSy  invited  on  the  occasion.  Dr.  Moody,  the  Dissenting 
minister,  says  grace;  bravo !  all  very  good  ;  toasts  excellent. 
United  Irishmen  mentioned  again,  and  the  idea  meets  universal 
apfHtibation ;  ho^ie  it  may  do ;  wonderful  to  see  how  rapidly  the 
Catholic  mind  is  rising,  even  in  this  tory  town,  wliich  is  one  of 
the  worst  spots  in  Ireland;  sit  till  nine;  set  off  for  Dundalk, 
and  arrive  about  12. 

SOth.  Off  very  early,  and  bi*eakfast  in  Drogheda:  get  the 
people  together,  and  put  them  up  to  every  thing ;  all  stout.  Set 
off  for  Dublin,  and  arrive  at  six  in  the  evening ;  a  good  deal 
Iktigued.  This  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  most  excellent  jouiiiey, 
and  has  done  infinite  good.  We  have  put  our  adversaries  in  the 
Moith  completely  in  the  wrong,  and  of  course  ourselves  in  the 
right.  We  have  materially  contributed  to  restore  peace  in  the 
GOHnty  Down ;  we  have  created  a  spirit  in  Newry,  which  never 
existed  tliere  before ;  we  have  reconciled  their  differences ;  we 
have  generally  encouraged  our  friends,  disheartened  our  ene- 
mies, and  puzzled  Loi-d  Hillsborough.    All  VC17  good. 

Hie  finit  longae  chart aeque  viaeque.— ifor. 

Here  our  long  journey  and  my  paper  ends.— Froncit. 


DiiUm,  2Sd  Augu$U  1 792.  Sub-committee.  Letter  from  Dr. 
Esmonde^  of  Kildare.  Mr.  ConoUy  friendly  in  a  great  degree, 
and  entirely  condemns  the  Derry  resolutions.  Write  an  X.  Y. 
containing  an  impartial  account  of  our  late  journey,  and  recep- 
tion in  the  North ;  send  it  to  Joy,  for  his  paper,  and  wtiiit  to 
NeiliMm  to  copy  it»  by  which  means  we  have  the  advantage  of 
a  double  circulation.  Will  Joy  be  honest  enough  to  print  it? 

S4th.  Write  a  letter  to  0*Hanlon,  in  Newry,  desiring  him  to 
coDoct  facts  relative  to  the  disturbances  in  county  Down ;  and 
hints  about  the  Catholic  Society  and  United  Irish,  of  Newry — 
good  letter.  Write  a  flourishing  manifesto,  on  the  part  of  tlie 
General  Committee,  in  reply  to  a  set  of  resolutions  from  the 
coonty  Limerick;  certainly  prepared  by  the  Chancellor:  tlie 
molntions  very  pert  and  saucy,  and  the  manifesto  not  much  be- 
Uad  them ;  all  the  Catholics  approve  of  it,  and  particularly  the 
TiBteer^wfao  has  recovered  his  spirits  and  is  quite  stout,  which 
is  pnrdy  owing  to  his  being  marked  by  name  in  the  Chancellor**) 
YoXi.  I— S3 
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resolutions.  Agreeil  tliat  Gog  and  Mr.  Hultnn  ^all  wait  npn 
Grattan.  and  xlirw  him  the  niaiiirestu,  and  also  state  to  him  tlH 
traiixactJons  in  tlic  NorUi. 

a5tli.  Drivpilu^'n  tttfindGi-attan;  Dovemix,  of  county  Wn;- 
ronl.arromi»aii)ingim',tiogbi'inghiiiprcl.  Gntttan  notBthonc: 
lliid  liim  at  liut  at  Bi-oom<^'s,  uf  Killmacud,  and  MrtUe  to  all  oo 
liiin  nest  day. 

37t1).  Sunday,  Tiiinclunrli.  Read  tlic  manir^sto  to  Gnittu 
Hiiil  Hardy ;  GrattJin  thinks  it  loo  controversial  aiiil  rrroniiiKBd) 
modoratinn  in  language,  and  firmness  in  action.  Tlie  nutnircslo 
taken  to  piecofi.  and  at  Icaxt  tliree-ronrthx  stnirk  out ;  many  put- 
sagfs  mipplied  by  Grattan  liiinself.  Mr.  Huttnn  taking  tliciii  don 
from  Ills  dirtation:  nu  man  bears  criticiNin  balf  tm  well  a»  Mr. 
Iluttoti.  Tbe  manifesto,  ns  anirndedr  not  to  be  |iub|j)«bed  lulil 
all  the  grand  juries  bave  spoken  out  Grattan  dmirrs  Mr.  Hat- 
ton  to  lake  grtat  jiaiiu  in  incorimrating  lite  new  with  the  orij^* 
nal  inattrr.  so  that  the  joining  may  not.  he  )ierreived.  Coiksnitt- 
linn,  as  to  tlic  conduct  uf  tlie  Catholic  committrp,  on  the  mibject 
of  their  ]K-tition.  Mr.  llutton  throws  out  the  iilea  of  tbo  ronuait 
Urv  Hi^journing  Iveforr  tliv  ntceting  of  Parliament,  which  is  cagvrl; 
adopted  by  tlic  two  members.  Some  monttis  ago  Mr.  Huttnn  Iwl 
mentioned  it  to  Col,  Hutchinson,  who,  in  the  tnic  spirit  of  a  sol- 
diet,  pcjcct<?d  it;  gallant,  hut  scarcely  wise,  tbtnigh  Hutrhinon 
is  a  very  clever  man.  The  ivasons  which  d«tcnninc  the  t{u«tirm 
iinw,  ai-e:  1st,  It  will  uialie  tlic  new  coinmittec-nicn  Btout.  wImd 
tiiey  find  themselves  out  of  danger.  2il.  When  the  |ictiti<in,  ttc  u 
prfpanMl,  they  can  be  of  moi-c  use  in  the  country,  than  in  tuVBi 
as  iiieditims  of  information  to  tlie  jienple.  3d,  It  will  remove  IlK 
Chancellor's  imputation  of  a  Popish  Congress  sitting  In  tbe  o- 
pital  to  overawe  Parliament,  and  so  put  the  friendti  to  the  caum 
in  tlie  House  of  Commons  on  sti-ung  ground,  and  of  course  crip- 
ple their  adversaries.  All  very  reasonable.  Grattan  takes  Mr. 
ilutton  aside,  and  t^lls  lilm  that,  as  the  season  for  action  is  nmr 
appmarhing.  it  is  the  wisli  of  liimscif  and  his  D-iends,  that  all 
connnunication  between  them  and  the  Catholics  sliould  he  tlirou^ 
him.  Mr.  Untton ;  as,  if  they  were  to  hold  personal  rointnutifa» 
tinn.  Government  would  say  they  were  agitators,  inflaming  the 
public  mind,  and  that,  instead  of  their  being  the  organ  of  tlic 
(.'atliolics  sentiments,  tlio  Catholics  were  only  instiiimcntv  in 
their  hainls:  that  tbe  grievances  of  tlie  Catholics  noiilil  tlnTt-bt 
be  ^i)iO  not  to  he  felt,  but  suggested  by  Grattan  and  his  rri«*iids. 
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10  mwer  the  purposes  of  a  faction ;  all  wliirh  woiild  entail  a 

kind  of  responsibility  on  them,  and  embarrass  and  weaken  them 

Bach  in  tkc  operations  of  next  winter.    Mr.  Hutton  very  murli 

phased  with  this ;  and  flic  more,  as  the  party  liad  absolutely 

refused  to  communicate  witli  his  gi-eat  predecessor,!  Burkes  and 

B0W  refuse  to  communicate  witli  the  Catliolics  through  any  otiier 

nedium  than  himself;  Bravo!  Break  the  matter  gently  to  Gog. 

Gog  struck  all  of  a  heap— jealous  as  the  devil ;  says  he  sees  the 

CMBe  is  desperate,  and  that  Grattan  is  going  to  give  them  up  : 

10  such  thing.   Argue  with  him,  and  satisfy  him  tolei*ably9  but 

UsTinityy  of  which  he  has  plenty,  has  got  a  moi'tal  blow — ^poor 

Gog!  All  tills  may  not  ser^e  Mr.  Hutton  in  tlie  long  run.  Gog 

hs  not  strength  of  mind  to  co-operate  fairly ;  must  do  all,  or 

•KB  to  do  all,  liimself.  Has  worthed  out  M^lCewna  fii-st,  and  now 

Anie»  both  witli  sufficient  appearance  of  reason ;  but  the  fact  is 

a  dirty  personal  jealousy,  lest  tliey  might  interfere  witli  his  own 

tuae^  is  at  tiic  bottom  of  all.  Little  mind !  paltry !   Mr.  Hutton 

will  do  ivhat  is  rights  coute  qui  coutt.   Finds  himself  more  and 

more  necessaiy  to  tlic  Catliolics,  which  is  his  best  cliance ;  but 

if  G^  sets  his  face  against  him,  he  must  go  down  like  tlie  otliera : 

«  Tls  hut  in  vain  for  soldiers  to  complain***  No  party  will  bear  a 

minute  inspection.  Mr.  Hutton  advises  Grog  to  keep  tliis  ari*ange- 

meni  a  secret  from  the  Catholics,  merely  to  let  him  down  easy. 

Cunning!  Mr.  Hutton  now  established  as  the  medium  of  coin- 

imuiication  between  tlie  Catliolics  and  their  friends  in  Pai'lia- 

■wnt.    How  long  will  he  remain  so?  Pi-oud  ground!    Grattan 

considers  the  Catholic  question  as  but  a  meaas  of  advancing  the 

geaenl  good — Right!  But  do  flic  Catliolics  consider  it  so?  The 

deril  a  bit,  except  one  or  two  of  tliem.    Gog  says,  if  tliey  get 

firmdiise  we  shall  see  all  they  will  do  for  reform.    God  send ; 

kut  ly  tar  one,  doubt  it :  however,  I  will  go  on — ilieir  cause  is 

jmdf  miqfemdemi  of  reform. 

£Mh  AsgnsU     Grattan  again.  Repeats  his  desire  of  romniu- 
with  the  Catholics  through  Mr.  Huttcm  only.     He 
fiir  England  to  night    The  Czar.*  He  cautions  me  not  to 
itff  mijmU  nnder  pecuniary  obligations  to  Gog.    See  tliat  he  is 
ttid  at  any  rate  have  no  necessity  for  money  just  im>w. 
SMhf  SOtbf  Slst  Nothing  but  ordinary  business  at  tlie  Sub- 
Burke  expected.    The  Vintner  quite  stout. 

^  Coamellor  Peter  Burrowei. 
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\st  Stptember,  i;9'2.  Dits.s  myself  in  llic  BcllUsl  u»irt>rni, 
itnd  go  to  (line  at  Dixon's.  All  tlic  sulUirrs  salute  mi>  an  t  pas, 
and  the  sentries  rai'i'y  their  arms ;  pleaiied  as  I'unrli  nt  tliis,  md 
a  givHt  fool  for  my  pains.  Bupixjse  tliry  tuke  mr  Tor  tlio  Dnle 
of  BruriHWicft.  or  mme  foreign  otticer  of  distinrtJon>    l^uppy ! 

3d  Sejilentber.  Burke  is  come.  The  Catholicii  all  angry. 
Fancy  liis  iTccption  will  be  mortifying  enough. 

5th.  Agree  that  Gog  shall  go  into  a  full  exjiosition  with 
Biirkr.  of  the  grounds  of  the  displeasure  of  llio  CatlmltnL 
Bui'ke,  a  sad  impudent  fellow,  forcing  himself  u|K>iitli€MC  (MXipIr; 
Gog  tliinks  he  is  coming  over  as  a  spy  for  Uuntla».  Ratbrr 
think  he  has  been  putting  hU  own  weight  among  th«  Catholics 
with  Ministers  in  England,  and  finding  himself  civilly  diiaiu» 
ed  by  letter,  he  is  come  over,  trusting  to  tJie  powers  or  hb  c^ 
froMtei-y,  that  the  Catholics  will  not  have  (he  spirit  to  i 
theii-  letter /ttce  to  face.  Fancy  he  will  fmd  himself  id  thr  v 
I'hey  all  seem  exasperated  against  him,  and  he  richly  ifBtrxa 
it  His  impudence  is  beyond  all  1  have  ever  known.  Sad  dog! 
Edmund  Burke  has  Gog's  boys  now  on  a  visit  at  BeacoriRftelil, 
and  writes  him  a  letter  in  tlieir  praise.  The  scheme  oF  this  ob- 
vious enough.  He  wants  to  enlist  Gog,  on  behalf  of  his  son.  but 
it  wont  do.  Gog  sees  llio  thing  cleai'  enough.  Sad!  sail!  Ed> 
mund  wants  to  get  anotlier  S,flUO  guineas  for  liis  siin.  if  licoui; 
diily  work!  Edmund  no  fool  in  money  mattei-s.  Flatterii^ 
Gog  to  carry  his  point.  Is  that  tiiblime  or  heautifiU/  *rii«  Ca- 
tholics w  ill  not  be  had,  as  I  judge,  by  thu  piliful  artifice  of  the 
father,  or  the  determined  impudence  of  the  son. 

6th.  Gog  has  had  his  interview  with  Uurke,  and  gi%'en  turn 
bis  con^^.    Burke  as  mad  as  the  devil,  hut  can't  help  liJniM-lf. 
He dcsenes  it  all  and  more.    Wait  on  Simoti  Butler  with  iju^ 
ries,  for  his  opinion  on  the  circular  letter  signed  E.  Byi 
Plump  in  our  favor.    Wait  on  Mr.  Smith,  who  derlinoi,  ] 
pleads  privilege  of  Parliament.   Not  quite  fail-.  Btirston.  ] 
tvads  the  queries !  gives  a  general  opinion  in  our  favtir,   i 
tlie  principle,  and  promises  to  consider  the  question,   as  to  J 
mode ;  ten  guineas  to  him  and  Butler.    Projiose  to  disperse  a 
hundred  copies  of  the  circular  letter  among  the  Common  K 
cil,  who  are  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next.   Agi-eed  to.    Meet  \ 
Tribune  and  put  him  up  to  topics  and  arguments  for  tlmt  o 
xion.  Find  that  the  Union  Club,  of  Neury,  have  printed  € 
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aMiTFr  to  Ml  addref»«  Silly  enough ;  they  should  liave  warned 
us  Ikj  meant  to  publish.  Well  it  is  no  worse.  <<  Tis  but  in  vain 
fir  Miirs  to  camplaiiu  " 

rth.  Breakfast  with  the  Vintner  and  ride  out  witli  him  to 

Bunton,  about  the  opinion,  which  he  promises  in  less  than  a 

ireeL  The  Vintner  a  very  sensible  man.  Excellent  conversa- 

tkHk   Sub-committee.   Agree  that  Gog,  McDonnell,  and  T. 

Broogliall,  shall  ball  on  Conolly  on  Sunday  next,  and  tliat  Mr. 

Hatton  shall  go  down  to-mon*ow  to  county  Kildai*Cy  to  secure 

Wogan  Browne  to  introduce  them.  Dine  with  Gog.  Rambling 

roDversation  about  a  noble  marquis,  the  Knoxes,  &c.  change  of 

miiugtry«  &c-  &c.   Gog  very  obscui-e,  but  think  I  see  light 

tbroogh  it   May  end  in  a  jaunt  to  see  my  friend  P.  P.,  and 

converse  with  my  friend  George  Knox.  Foolish  enough,  as  it 

strikes  me,  but  can  do  no  harm  in  flie  mean  time,  and  if  it  only 

produces  ajoumey  to  the  North,  no  bad  thing.  The  noble  general 

eiperted  in  a  day  or  two.   Mr.  Hutton  sets  off  to-morrow,  being 

Sfllurday*  September  8th. 

8th.  County  Kildare.  Find  my  little  boy  grown  a  fine  fel- 
low.* Dine  at  Rathcoiiy ;  Wogan  Bi*owne ;  Archci*y ;  ride  late 
and  sleep  at  Clain. 

9th9  Sunday.  Drive  in  Browne^s  can-iage  to  Celbridge,  and 
meet  the  Catholic  Commissioners  to  the  South ;  agree  to  call 
first  on  tiie  Duke  of  Leinstcr ;  set  off  to  Carton,  and  find  Co- 
nolly there :  much  conversation ;  Gog  very  bad  and  diffuse ;  T. 
B.  very  well ;  McDonnell  excellent ;  says  more  in  three  words 
than  all  the  other  commissioners ;  Mr.  Button  almost  silent ; 
Goig  seeming  determined  to  shine ;  tlie  Duke  very  friendly,  and 
declares  his  approbation  of  the  whole  of  tlie  Catholic  proceed- 
ings* and  more  especially  of  the  plan.  Conolly  a  strange  ramb- 
ling fi)oi ;  talked  for  near  an  hour,  without  the  least  connexion, 
about  a  Union,  the  Regency,  Mr.  Fox,  the  Whig  Club,  tlie  Ca- 
tholics, a  pension  bill,  a  place  bill,  a  Union,  Da  capo,  &c.  &c. 
tucm  The  Duke  took  much  pains  to  set  and  keep  him  right ;  has 
taa  tines  the  understanding  of  Conolly ;  the  result  was  that  we 
COBviBted  him  that  we  intended  nothing  violent  or  hostile,  and 
he  declared  himself  satisfied.  He  condemned  the  g^nd  ju- 
eztremely,  and  particularly  his  own  county  of  Derry ;  told 

♦  Mvseir.— Editor. 
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UH.  as  a  givat  tlisrovcry,  tliat  Govrnimcnt  were  at  tite  bnUiun  d 
rII  this.  Loiil  Iielp  him  !  Slinrking  to  tliitik  tliat  such  an  is 
siHiiiId  \ia\e  influi'iice  any  wlici-c :  nrccHsarr  to  uk,  bowrver: 
tliink  vrc  may  ctiitnt  upon  )iim  next  scasion.  The  Uiikn  hallMr 
with  us;  Bim!  Coiiolly  oSbrs  to  go  Bcriirity  hiit  wbuIcrortiBK 
on  the  gcmd  btliavinr  nf  the  CatlioUcfl ;  all  fair :  the  Duke  Mb 
UH  to  <UiK%  also  Conoll^ ;  reftiHc  botli  with  many  tliankM,  and  ^ 
offtoiliiicat  Castle  Hrowncwitb  Rowan. &c.  Beaujmir.  Ro9>ia 
8  fine  t'cllnw,  ami  Wogan  Bn»»ne.juMt  asgnod.  Drink — "Tbt 
Rpirit  of  llie  Ffcnch  mob  to  tlie  people  of  Ireland.  **  Stout !  Ad 
very  pleasant  and  well ;  nleep  at  RntbcoR^'. 

lOtli  and  Iltli.  Uathcxiffy :  Arrlicry  :  eating  and  di-inkbig. 

istli.  Dnblin  in  tl)eb'iat:  Captain  Tone  very  ill.  (my  imdt] 
fear  lie  will  not  live  tin-ough  tlic  winter ;  sorry  for  him ;  8  gil- 
lant  oQicer. 

istli.  Kiile  out  with  tlic  Vintner  to  BurHtmi  for  liis  apinim; 
plump  witJi  us ;  all  fair ;  well  done,  Burxlon  l  Snli-f'tMnnuUcr; 
agree  to  publish  tlie  opinions  in  tbe  pajtei's,  an«l  alsu  as  a  rimkt 
letter.  Simon  Butler  asks  me  (»  dine,  and  meet  Burke;  rt- 
turns  from  Cork :  see  the  Protestant  aseendeiiey  r»tolutioiw  «( 
tiic  Common  Coiinril  of  Dublin :  boobies  .'  I'lcaitc  Giod  n-e  nil 
try  to  pick  a  hole  or  two  in  tliem.  Vindex  has  jti-oduml  an  inii- 
tatorui  the  Noi-tbem  Star,  a  Mr.  Cnto,  a  goiKl  kind  of  a  ntMl 
not  e»iual  In  tlio  otlier ;  ••  allfuir,  us  J/r.  Bresluw  kat/i  iL  "  Din- 
ner at  Butler's:  go  away  early:  Loi-rect  tJie  [ut.sh  in  tbe  Uiber 
tiian  Journal. 

14tli.  >V rite  to  Dr.  Toole  about  Cajit.  Tone :  wTilc  tDDen- 
reux  and  adi  ise  him  tn  have  t]ie  opinions  reprinted,  eitJior  in  Uie 
AVexfoitl  paper,  or  in  handbills,  to  distribute  pivrioiis  bi  itr 
rounty  mcetmg.  Meet  the  Abbe :  be  l4.'lls  me  a  tJriond  of  hit 
(LonI  Rawdon)  is  ex|>cctei)  to-night :  settle  that  he  shall  ralloB 
me  to-mori-ow  moniing.  The  Abbe  seems  very  eager  to  pcv-oo- 
eujiy  Uiat  gentleman  against  false  repi-esentations. 

1  Stii.  The  Abbecalls  tn  tell  me  tliat  his  Iriend  has  tunied  back ; 
tlint  his  cmning  is  fixed,  but  tbe  time  uncertain.  Damn  it!  Write 
a  letter  to  tJie  Corporation  of  Dublin  un  their  ix-solutions  aninst 
the  CatJiolics,  signed  a  Protestant  FiTeman.  Dull  enough  t  vttj 
stupid  all  tills  day.  Write  a  letter  soliciting  contributions  DtMl 
Irish  Catholics,  resident  in  foreign  parts. 
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iGdi.  Ride  oat  witli  Tom  Wai-rcn ;  wet  to  tlic  skin ;  broach 
a  inposal  to  him  of  a  general  emigration  to  America,  in  case 
iivfidi  in  our  present  schemes*    He  approves  of  it  highly,  and 
tUnks  ii'e  should  get  Catliolics  enough  to  join  us,  and  a  vast 
imperty.   A  choice  plan  !   P.  P.  and  his  brother ;    Wliitley 
Stokes  Principal  of  a  College  to  be  founded,  &c.   Warren  and 
Mr.  Button  get  drunk  talking  of  tlieir  plan.  God  Mess  ercery  body* 
irth.  Gog's  man  has  been  dunning  me  for  j820,  I  believe 
iritiioiitorderH,  Gog  being  out  on  his  mission.    Give  the  man  a 
ikrt  rebuke,  but  do  not  pay  him.    The  Devil  to  imy  in  Paris. 
Tbe  mob  have  broken  open  the  prisons,  and  massacitrd  all  the 
frimers,  Montmorin,  the  Princess  Lamballe,  &c  with  cir- 
caiDstuices  of  great  barbarity,  but  robbed  no  one^  and  were 
■topped  from  breaking  into  Die  Temple  by  a  blue  ribbon 
Mretrhed  across  the  street,  reminding  them  tliat  their  Ma- 
gistnitifs  were  respoasible  for  the  King's  safety.    Strange  mix- 
tue  of  cruelty  and  sentiment !    An  Irish  mob  would  have  jdun- 
dered,  but  shed  no  blood.    A  Parisian  mob  murders,  but  re- 
elects property  ;  which  is  best?  I  lean  to  the  Fi'enchman ;  more 
feanly.    Our  mob,  very  sliabby  fellows.     Never  would  have 
flood  as  tbe  Parisians  did  on  tlie  lOtli  of  August   A  Sergeants 
Guard  would  drive  the  mob  of  Dublin. 

18th»  Pay  Grog,  and  i-esolve  to  have  no  more  to  do  witli  him 
in  the  money  way.  Receive  a  choice  lettei*  from  the  Colonel, 
(Barrjy)  in  answer  to  one  of  mine  WTitten  some  time  back. 
Hc^  to  bring  the  Mble  General  (Lord  Rawdon)  round;  of 
Ae  Terj'  last  importance  to  Ii^land  to  get  him.  He  may,  if  lie 
chooacsy  as  I  think,  be  one  of  the  gi*eatest  men  in  Europe. 
Dine  in  the  country  witli  McDonnell :  pleasant! 

I9flk  The  Galway  Bishop,  Egan,  flinching.  Hope  Grog  may 
be  able  to  bring  him  round. 

20th.  Sick.  Write  an  X.  Y.,  abusing  the  Down  grand  jury, 
awl  send  it  to  Neilson.  Middling.  Write  a  squib  against  kll 
the  fbrenien,  for  one  of  the  Dublin  papers,  signed  **  No  Grand 
Joyman ;"  poor  enough.  Write  to  Gog  mysteriously  on  the 
■dyrct  of  Lord  Rawdon.  God  Almighty  send  we  may  be  able 
to  vrange  that  business. 

Bqtamber  21.  Burston  angry  that  his  opinion  was  published, 
aad  rxmSnmtB  that  it  is  because  he  does  not  wish  to  offend  the 
Cbanorilor.    Shabby!   Agree  to  publish  that  it  was  inserted 
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vaikMil  U»  inowkdgc.  The  Vintner  dirails  an^  tUag  wUd 
■ip  teng  lki»  Mune  in  question.  UndcrsUmil  tliU  apprdmHa 
aB^  fron  tihe  conariout4nn»  of  some  peccadilloes  in  tte  wtf 
tf  ftidr.  «Udi  he  is  apprclicnsive  tlic  CaNtIc  papers  vBhf 
hiMoo.  and  abuse  him.  Little  cniHigh.  In  pv«t  bnrwMl 
iht  Vinliier  on  acuNint  ot  ilmlex,  wliirli  lie  Bays.  <i«l  bBN* 
vbv,  has  boen  the  saving  of  him.  RDCcivc  a  letter  &na  Hk 
IUt.  Mr.  Fh»ning.  Vicar  tn  Di-.  I'luiiket,  Bisliop  of  M>nA. 
«  boni  I  met  at  Druglieda.  anil  admireil  m  much.  Pliinkct  4Mf 
his  busiuesB  like  a  mnn.  To  send  Flcjning  thirty  Arato  if 
parrhmeiit.  thirty  decJaratioius  sixty  plans,  and  oi 
and  ei);))ty  opiiiionx,  for  Ilu-  rounties  of  Mratli  and  1 
Bravo.'  Vtc  began  tii  be  afraid  of  tlioRc  counties.   Ca  iraJ  A 

Sttnday.23d.  \Vrite a  iirrond  I'rote.stmit  Freeman.  Th*| 
Uai*  tiimcit  oat  tw-tbr  than  I  rxpectttl.  or  than  in  my  ti 
il  ftr^rM-d.  I  do  not  nun  tlirm,  riiir  will  I.  uitleaa  my  Twmitj 
gets  tlie  better  of  me.  own  any  ncwH}»aj>cr  thinj?  ItrrraArr. 
Read  o\rr  a  pamphlet  nliich  I  nrob^  luitt  <nint(T.  Iiut  whkk 
ne^er  wa.1  pnbli^icd.  Very  ruriouH  tn  nee  what  pains  I  Inok  la 
pnnc  fifty  things  wliicb  arc  now  recciied  tvi  axioms.  CaHed 
at  Moira  lloti.sc  :  ap))t-e)irnd  I  am  <nit  of  favor  there  fnr  hoU- 
ing  democratic  principles.  Cannot  be  beljicd.  "Tls  but  is 
vain,"  he. 

24th.  Send  offthe  parchments.  *cc.  to  Mr.  Fleming.  Wrtte 
foundry  letters,  one  to  P.  P.  ^'erj  fond  of  P.  P.  after  dumtr. 
/  had  dined.  Staid  at  home  all  the  evening  like  a  rirtuom  nan. 
Wrote  a  letter  for  Uie  Uihernian  Journal,  signed  Seiux.  Cboior 
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UlL  Write  an  account  of  the  Veiford  mpeting  in  conse- 
qmce  (rf'  a  letter  from  Devereux,  and  send  it  to  tlic  Hiboiiian 
JamiL  Determine  to  set  olf  to-morrow,  and  see  the  Trannla- 
tn  Sleep  in  my  cioUics  at  an  inn  near  tlie  canal,  to  be  off 
■riy. 

tttli.  27tJi,  28th.  At  Baliybrittas.  The  Translator  in  very- 
kid  ■pirits,  and  with  great  reason.  Advise  him  to  send  his 
dn^ters  to  a  boarding  school,  and  tt?  hi«  fortune  for  a  few 
■OBllia  in  London,  as  an  autlior,  for  whirfi  t  think  him  very 
wH  qualified.  He  seems  to  approve  of  the  plan.  His  affairs  in 
■I  tad  a  aituation  as  posfiible.  and  his  temper  badly  adapted  to 
neamsr  tbera.  Wants  rcstdution  and  energy ;  too  much  of  ttie 
aSk«t  hiimui  Lindnesa.  Poor  fellow! 

SML  Dublin.  None  ttf  my  late  «mipositionfi  in  the  Hibw- 
rinJannal!  Gog  returned.  Go  to  Mt  Jerome  and  breakfast 
AO  «dl  in  Munater.  Write  resolutions  for  the  Limerick  Ca- 
tbolks.  Pretty  good ;  have  brought  on  the  Catholica  to  com* 
phin  of  beii^  taxed  without  being  repreaented,  and  bound  by 
Inn  to  which  tliey  do  not  consent ;  a  great  ttridt!  Gog's  mode 
if  OHiaidering  the  quention  a  good  one.  His  way  of  putting  it 
m,  timt  fbr  want  of  tlie  protection  of  the  elective  franchise,  the 
paoiu  CatboUcB  arc  turned  out  of  their  little  farms,  at  the  expi- 
ntioD  of  their  leases,  to  make  room  for  Protestant  freeholders, 
iriu  am  anist  their  landlords  by  their  votes.  A  good  mode, 
Vrt  makes  the  qoestion  a  mere  matter  of  con\'enience.  My  mode 
!■(■  it  on  the  broad  basis  of  right ;  lucky  that  botli  are  very 
conpntible^  and  strongly  support  each  otber.  In  high  favor 
inth  Qaf^  Much  conversation  about  an  ex^ration  to  Dun- 
gauon.  G<^s  plan  is  as  follows:  That  I  should  gotoGeoi^ 
Km^  and  suggest  to  him.  that  if  Lord  Abercom  would  take 
up  the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  and  assume  the  Lieutenancy  of 
Iidaad,  be  might  make  terras  with  Lord  Shannon  and  his 
and,  if  possible,  with  the  Ponsonbys,  keeping  tiie  ne- 
a  profound  ueret  &om  the  Bcresford  par^.  That  the 
I  of  Ireland  are  in  such  a  situation  as  must  make  them  a 
dnmble  object  of  anxiety  to  the  British  Government;  that 
administration,  and  i>articularly  Fitzgibbon,  an 
gs  worse  by  their  violence ;  that,  therefore,  the  Eng- 
inll  natunlly  fall  in  with  the  men  and  measures 
which  will  keq)  fiua  country  quiets  and,  consequently,  we  may 
Toi.1— «4 
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•■wkon  oil  Ills  cimcuri'ciicc.  That  the  Bercsfm-d  party  are  nrj 
mlious lici-e  aiid  liavc  litUo  vciglit  pci-sonall^,  but  arc  iuip|)ortr4 
Hi}- tlif  pntruiinge of  Guvernnicnt,  uhich,  if  i-eiiiovcd.  they  voaU 
iiUlat  once  witli  till?  uiianiniousi-oiiNPnt  of  the  nation.  TbatLotJ 
Aberconi  »lioiiIil,  iiii\iiig  pivvioiislj-  made  his  tprms,  by  djrrct 
bribery,  with  Lord  Slianiion.  and  being  alsu  sure  or  tlic  .suppnn 
»l' the  whole  of  tlie  Catholics,  and,  at  Wast,  a  paft  of  the  Ptb> 
le^taiits,  propose  to  Uie  Bcresford  party  to  grant  the  cloctitt 
fi-anchi»e,  &c.  to  the  Catliolics,  which  they  nould,  In  a  muni 
leiiaiiity,  ivfusc  lo  do ;  tJiat  lie  should  tlicti  at  once  turn  oal  Ikt 
«1io1g  party,  which  would  sink  dii-ecti>,  being  odious  to  tbeni- 
lion,  and  having  little  jHTsonal  weight)  and  fill  up  tiieir  pbcd 
with  new  men.  Lord  Slianiion.  the  Knoxes,  &c. :  that  tliis  nri 
patronage  falling  into  his  bunds  at  onre,  would  enable  fain  b 
make  hucIi  l^rms  as  would  carry  every  thing  easily:  that*  mH 
Lonl  Aberrnrnt  it  would  make  him  tlie  most  popular  liord  Ijm- 
tenant  that  ever  was  in  liTlaiid,  and  secure  liim  the  strongMl 
government:  tiiat,  ua  to  titc  Knoxes,  it  would  make  a  slmrtnl 
for  tliem  to  arrive  at  itnwer  and  honoi-s.  which,  on  tlic  pnant 
system,  tliey  will  but  slowly,  if  ever,  arrive  at:  tliat  tlie  mode 
itself  is  an  honorable  one.  being  the  granting,  or  rather  realar 
ing.  tlicir  just  rights  to  tlircc  initlions  of  people,  Jcc  Sodi  ■ 
the  outline  of  Gog's  sysl4>m,  in  v  liicli  he  seems  very  sangaint. 
What  do  I  think  of  it^  If  1  go  to  Dungannon.  1  will  r«rtaiii|t 
put  it  as  fairly  and  as  strongly  to  George  Knox  as  I  can.  but  1 
confess  I  should  be  sorty  to  succeed.  I  feel  myself  bound  ia 
duty  to  do  every  tluiig  in  my  ]»owcr  to  procure  liberty  to  tibe 
Catholics  of  Ireland :  but  Uiis  aiiitears  to  mo  a  had  scheme,  la 
tlie  first  place,  it  is  at  once  git  ing  up  the  question  of  refurm  ;  or 
at  least,  post])oning  it  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  is  so  far  at  onoe 
knocking  up  all  that  we  haic  done,  for  tlii-j  last  twclveDwnlik 
tonai-ds  effecting  an  union  betu'ccn  tlie  Dissenters  anil  tlie  Cwr 
tholics.  Not  tliat  I  tliink  tlie  former  would  have  any  right  to 
complain,  foi-  they  have  not  come  fni-wanl  in  support  of  Ca> 
tlioiic  emancipation,  tare  ori/tf  in  Beljast;  and  the  CatlinHrs  an 
not  to  renounce  all  separate  measures  for  tlic  sake  of  tliat  one 
town.  1  believe  if  tJiey  were  proiH'rly  supported  by  tlie  body  of 
the  Dissenters,  tliey  would  keep  I'aith ;  but  tlm  fact  is,  tliey  an; 
not  In  the  next  place,  it  would  strcngtlien  the  hands  of  (be 
Kiiglisb  Government  in  Ihia  country,  for  a  considerable  tiinc  ta 
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At  preflcnt  (1792)  England,  except  in  commercial  rega- 
htioBB,  where  she  bu/s  us  with  our  o\v7i  money,  lias  not  a  great 
falof  infiuencc  here;  on  the  contrary,  administration  rather 
Uds  them  at  defiance,  and,  in  the  present  Catliolic  question, 
kBactually^  by  bullying,  pi-evented  their  interference;  wliich, 
kf  the  by,  is  a  circumstance  in  favor  of  Gog*s  plan  :  whereas, 
witk  the  example  of  the  great  change  intended,  future  Irish 
aUnistrations  would  be  more  shy  of  opposing,  much  less  of  at- 
tafting  to  bully  tlie  English  Minister.    In  the  tliird  place,  it 
Mdd  naturally,  from  gratitude^  throw  the  whole  Catholic  in- 
tmt  into  the  support  of  a  Government  to  which  they  would 
ne  so  much,  and,  I  am  unalterably  satisfied,  that  the  crown, 
« it  is  improperly  said,  but  more  truly  the  oligarchy^  has  al- 
nudy  much  too  great  a  portion  of  power  in  our  system ;  which 
power  I  have  never  hitherto  known  them  to  exercise  for  any 
good  pmrpose,  and  which  they  would  be  less  likely,  at  least  for 
a  oanridcTable  time,  (if  my  judgment  be  right,)  to  use  for  that 
end,  inasmuch,  as  I  conceive  English  hiflucncc  would  be  con- 
aderably  increased.   These  objections  occur  to  me  on  the  mo- 
acnt,  but  1  must  consider  the  question  much  more  maturely. 
One  conversation  witli  Knox  will  do  more  than  twenty  solilo- 
quies.  Admitting  all  my  objections,  if  the  scheme  be  practica- 
ble, querCf  is  not  the  emancipating  three  millions  of  Catliolics  a 
great  accession  of  streagtii,  and  even  of  liberty  to  IiTlaiuI?  and 
besides^  though  the  immediate  consequence  would  be  an  impro- 
per increase  of  strength  to  a  vile  Government,  yet  this  could  not 
continue  for  any  great  length  of  time.   The  Catholics  having 
cqoyed  a  qualified  degree  of  free<1om  for  a  few  years,  would 
oonie  to  think  like  otlier  people,  and  especially  from  the  inform- 
ation which  would  naturally  accompany  the  pi^osiierity  conse- 
quent on  their  emancipation.    Gi*atitude  soon  weai*s  out,  and 
when  fliey  were  moro  advanced  in  prospent}',  they  would,  besides 
bring  more  capable  of  judging,  actually  feel  the  evils  of  a  l^d 
gDvcmment  much  more ;  which  looks  like  a  pai*adox,  but  is  very 
trae.  Mr.  E.  Byrne,  besides  bebiga  hotter  jiiAgQ^  actually  feels 
tfe  extended  mischief  of  our  \ile  system  much  more  tlian  one  of 
Ma  porters.  Apply  this  idea.  What  is  to  be  done  on  tlie  whole. 
^6  fmei  IS  if  rSy  Q  and  carry  7,  how  are  we  ruined?**  I  he- 
levn  if  the  Catholics  wero  emanciiiatcd,  no  matter  on  wlia< 
cnnipnct  with  Government,  in  a  little  time  they  would  become 
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like  other  peo]>k.  At  any  r-ite  tiiey  camiot  biii<l  their  rJiildrni 
hy  sucli  cnmpa^'t,  (vide  Tliuiua-f  Paiiie).  '■/  am  /rarsird  ra 
7iiazes,  and  perplexed  vUh  errors."  I  iiblior  ull  caiiituUtuig 
with  a  tiail  Guvernmi-nt.  if  it  could  l»e  hcliwd.  Natural  rnou^ 
t}i»t  the  Catliolics  sliould  8cvk  for,  anil  be  glad  to  accfpl  of  li- 
berty Irom  any  quarter.  Ob,  wiiy  are  not  those  I'clluwti  in  ilw 
Nortli  sufficiently  eriliglitcne^l  to  join  heartily  wiOi  ua!  Thw. 
indeed,  somctliing  might  be  done.  Reform,  liberty,  anil  vf|inili- 
ty!  The  Catliolicji  noulil,  I  think.  Join  tlieni ;  yet  1  rcmrmbrr 
when  1  tliuuglit  they  wei-c  incunUiIc  tories,  ami  titat  U  nateigli< 
teenniimtliH  since.  Lite  um)  U-ai-n.  What  if  the  l>ukcorLfW 
sterwasinchiiled.'  Uetsafriend tutheCulhulicSi  and  noencnj 
to  a  good  place.  Suppose  Grattiui  ajid  Forbes  seciirod  by  Ktifs- 
[atiiig  for  one  or  two  of  their  jxiptihir  ItilLs^  Reform  sremtia 
good  way  olf,  and  ail  this  would  be  gaining  gi-uiind  in  tlie  meu 
tiinc.  It  would  be  making  sonietliing  like  a  jicople  of  irUick 
sometlitng  might  be  made.  If  tlieae  nieu  cumc  in,  wc  should 
have  a  tolerably  honest,  1  believe,  but  certainly  a  verjr  Rtrang 
Government.  What  wouhl  become  of  Mr.  Uutton  in  tliat  caw? 
and!'.  P.?  "J  am  lost  in  Mmsations  of  troiiblml  emotions.'*  "WiaX 
will  Knox  say  to  all  tJiis?  Is  it  caatJe  building  or  not?  A  fine 
fellow  I  am  to-night,  not  worth  a  groat,  and  planning  the  nb- 
version  of  Minlstci-H.  Oh,  Lord !  Oli,  Loitl !  I  will  go  to  bei 
"  Tis  bill  in  vain,"  &c.  6w. 

SOth  Sepltmbtr,  Siniday.  Blank. 

October  i,  1792.  This  day  eighteen  counties  have  compleiri 
the  return  of  their  delegates  to  the  General  Committee^  ami 
nine  more  are  in  progress,  besides  all  tlie  great  to^ns.  Comet 
tlio  resolutions  of  the  Roscommon  and  Leitrim  Cathutics. 
Middling  enough.  All  tliat  is  good  in  tliem,  boi-rowxd  rran 
the  Sligo  re»olutions,  written  by  that  able  and  steady  frirnd  tn 
the  interests  of  Ireland,  Mr.  John  tlutton. 

2d.  Dine  with  Gog.  Talk  overUie  plan  of  my  Diingannm 
expiration.  Find  I  have  reported  his  ideas  faithfully  in  my 
Gimial,  of  tlie  29tli  ult.  Write  a  long  letter  tn  Cuknri 
Bairy,  tilled  with  imjiortant  information  on  Catliulir  nffiiirs; 
read  it  to  Gog,  who  approves  thereof.  I  fear,  at^er  all.  dntl 
Rnwdon  will  not  have  tlie  sense  to  see  what  a  great  gante  lie 
might  pliiy  here.  He  would  ratlier  dangle  at  the  tail  of  .4 
English  party,  when,  I  think,  he  might  be  every  thbi 
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King  nf  Ireland.  Mug  witli  Gog,  and  walk  home  eievatiMl 
witli  Ii*(imr.    GixJ  liless  every  iHxIy ! 

Sd.  Call  at  Moira  Huu.sc>,  anti  kco  evei^  boily.  Most  gra- 
ciouHly  weened.  Inti-uOuceil  to  Lady  Gi-anard,  wlio  taken 
charge  of  my  letter  to  Cul.  Barry.  Oinner*  and  a  gn>at  ileal 
of  wine.  Frivolous  day.  Generally  di-unk.  Fine  doings  twice 
running.  Hear  tliat  the  DiiWc  of  Bi-(mNwick  has  defeated  the 
Frrnch  under  Duniourier,  and  cut  ttie  whole  itrniy  in  pieces. 
Hope  it  is  a  He.  If  Dumourier  fighti,  tic  will  infallibly  bo 
braton.  Never  fight  an  invading  enemy.  Keep  on  liis  flanks, 
and  hai'ass  his  convoys,  ttt:  tec. 

4th.  Sick  as  a  dog.  Uoilc  out  to  Gog.  "  Smoke  tlie  rhyme." 
BiLS  had  a  letter  from  M}  les  Keon,  requiring  somebody  of  tlie 
coinuiittce  to  go  to  Ballinasloc  to  meet  Uie  Catliolic  gentrj'  of 
Miiyo  ami  Galway.  Dennis  Browne  playing  trickH  in  tlie  for- 
mer rotmty.  Reroinmends  a  sep.irate  (tetition.  and  condemns 
the  pinn.  He  is  damned  kind!  Wishes,  if  he  could,  to  act  the 
patron  to  the  CatlioHcs,  tliat  he  might  make  sale  of  3,000,000 
of  clients  at  the  Castle.  A  blockheail,  without  parts  or  princi- 
ples! But  it  wont  do.  Tlie  Catliolics  here,  smoke  him.  Last 
winter  tliey  used  to  stare  at  me  for  speaking  contemptuously  of 
him.  a  man  w  ho  w  as  hrotlicr  to  a  liord.  anil  a  Member  of  Par- 
liuinent<  They  have  got  over  all  tliat  now.  Wonderful  im- 
pi-ovement  iii  tlieir  sentiments.  Burke  lia.s  diaapjteared  these 
some  days,  and  is  gone  no  one  knovts  whither.  To  return  to 
Mayo.  Agreed  that  Tom  Warren  and  1  shall  go,  and  Rande] 
M'Doimell.  if  we  can  get  him.  to  Bullinasloc  to-morrow,  to 
convert  tlic  Catiiolic  gentry  of  that  county  and  of  Galway, 
Gog  is  afi-aid  of  vrrt  sheets.  Is  tliat  tlie  real  truth  ?  N'o  matter) 
we  uill  go  witliout  him.  Call  on  M'Domiell,  but  do  not  find 
him.  This  jaunt  knocks  up  one  I  had  planned  fur  Saturday  to 
Ratlicoff},  where  lliere  arc  to  he  great  doings.  Bowaii  has  in- 
vited Mrs.  'I'one  awl  me  to  meet  Simon  Butler  and  other 
Salts  CnloUft.  Caunot  be  helped.  "'Tis  but  in  vain,"  &c. 
public  business  must  take  place  of  pleasure  and  vain  delight. 
Settle  witli  Warren  to  leave  town  to-morrow  at  twelve.  "ThU 
18  the  first  time  tliat  Mr.  Hutton  has  heen  trusted  on  a  separate 
negotiation."  Jlow  will  he  acquit  hiinsein  Gog  has  had  a  lif- 
ter fi-om  Ihe  Jacobin,  praising  Mr.  Hiitton  to  tlie  skies.  Thert- 
^  hangt  a  latt.   A  plot  between  the  Jacobin  and  Mr.  llutton, 
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(o  raisic  the  latter  gentleman  in  tlir  ejrs  of  flic  Cathdics.  Po 
Gog  falls  in  the  snare-  M  Jair.  Tea  with  Hamilton  Rnwa 
who  shows  me  a  letter  to  Loivl  Abcrcom,  containing  thra 
foui-tlis  of  the  plan  as  detailed  in  this  Gnmal.  "Vvry  odd  tit 
Gog  anil  lie  shuulil  roinride  so  exactly  without  coramimicada 
No  cunfii'matton  oX  the  defeat  of  Dumourier.  Hope  in  God 
is  a  lie.    »rj'  sick! 

5th.  Tom  WaiTen  cannot  go  to  Ballinaflloe.  bring 
hy  liis  wife,  who  is  just  ready  to  lio  in.  All  fair  -  Writr  n 
lutions  for  Down  and  Loutli.  Tom  Braughall,  all  of  a  midd 
offers  togoto  Ballinaslne.  Must  go.  Well,  load  my  {lisb^i 
park  up.    N.  B.  For  the  mirarulous events  in  that  jotimvr. 

b(K>k whfifin  fliey  aiv  fully  detailed,  hetng  "moving 

ddcnts  by  Jinod  and  afield:  How  ive  were  taken  by  the  ii 
foe,  and  sold  to  siaveri/,  and  our  rcdtmplion  thtnce,'*  &c.  itc 


Jourttol  nf  the  proceedings  of. Mr.  John  Ilullan,  trt  his  peregrinm 
lion  to  convert  the  luitives  nf  Connanght,  and  more  especui^ 
of  Galway  and  Mayo,  to  the  true  political  fail/i, 

October  5.  Friday,  1792.  LePl  Dublin  at  eight  in  the  ereiu> 
ill  a  post  chaise,  with  Mr.  Bi'aughall,  nmmionly  called  ] 
thiH  joiiiiial  T.  B.  Loaded  with  good  advice  by  Gog  in  tb 
inoniing,  \\ho  has  gi\en  mo  a  hittad  hint  to  pufl'him  in  C«l 
naught.  An  adventure!!  Stopjted  by  thi-w.  foot-pa<)H  near  tli 
pai'k  gate,  who  threaten  to  exterminate  the  post  boy  if  he  al 
tempts  to  move ;  T.  B.  valiant,  also  Mr.  llutton.  Mr.  Hiittn 
uses  meimeing  taiignage  to  the  said  font-pnds,  and  ordei-s  tj 
|mst  I)oy,  in  an  imperious  tone  of  voire,  to  drive  on.  Th*  Pbleun 
after  about  three  niinute.i'  consideration,  give  u]t  the  pcunt,  • 
the  carriage  proceeds.  If  tliey  had  persisted,  we  should  bai 
shot  some  of  tlicm.  being  well  armed.  Mr.  Button  in  i 
lii»  first  emotion  u  as  to  jump  out  and  combat  on  foot ; 
but  bis  fear  always  comes  on  after  the  danger;  much  more  PB 
barrassrd  in  a  ijuarter  of  an  hour  after,  flian  during  the  dii 
iogue;  generally  stout,  aiid  woidd  have  fought,  but  had  i 
let  it  alone ;  glad  we  did  not  kill  any  of  the  villains,  who  » 
8  to  be  soldiers.    Drive  on  to  Kiimegud — another  advrni 
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Tkckaiae  breaks  down  at  three  in  tlie  morning ;  obliged  to  get 
oat  ii  the  mud,  and  hold  up  the  chaise  with  my  body,  whilst  the 
bojr  potB  on  the  wheel ;  all  grease  and  puddle ;  melancholy !  ar- 
iii«at  Kinnegad  at  past  four;  bad  hours! 

6tli.  Set  off  at  eight ;  sick  for  want  of  sleep ;  meet  Dr. 
RcBcht  Catholic  bishop  of  Elpiiin,  at  Atiilone ;  seems  a  spi- 
rited frllowy  and  much  the  gentleman.   T.  B.  no  great  things 
IB  a  post  chaise ;  arrive  late  at  Ballinasloe,  and  get  beds  with 
peit  difficulty.    Meet  Sir.  Larking  the  parish  priest  a  sad 
ndpr  booby,  but  very  civil  to  tlie  best  of  his  knowledge.   'Mr. 
flatten  falls  asleep  in  company ;  victuals  bad ;  wine  poisonous ; 
M execrable;  generally  badly  off;  fall  asleep  in  spite  of  ten 
tkoumid  noises ;  wish  tlie  gentlemen  over  my  head  would  leave 
off  tibe  bagpipes,  and  the  gentlemen  who  are  drinking  in  the 
next  room,  would  leave  off  singing,  and  the  two  gentlemen  itlio 
tfe  in  bed  together  in  the  closet,  would  leave  off  snoiing ;  sad, 
fiul ;  all  quiet  at  last  and  be  hanged ! 

Tthf  Sunday.  Find  Mr.  Larking  lias  been  so  diligent  that  he 
kas  got  no  body  to  meet  us — dunce !  Send  out  ourselves  for  one 
or  two  gentlemen,  wliom  T.  B.  knows,  and  who  engage  to  get 
IS  some  of  the  Mayo  people,  after  12  o'clock  prayers*  Break- 
last  ;  the  waiter  brings  us  beefsteaks,  fried  witii  a  great  quan- 
tity of  oiuons ;  nice  feeding,  but  not  to  my  taste.  Asked  to  dine 
with  sundry  Catholics ;  how  will  it  turn  out?  •*  *Tis  but  in  ratn,'' 
41c  Walk  out  and  meet  Mr.  Peter  Lynch,  and  find  him  cool,  or 
tather  adverse ;  Dennis  Browne  has  been  tam])cring  witli  him  ; 
he  seems  disinclined  to  give  us  a  meeting.  Meet  Mr.  Patrick 
Lynch,  cool  also ;  talk  with  him,  and  convert  liim.  He  engages  to 
get  a  meeting  of  the  Mayo  gentry  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock.  Bon ! 
General  O'Doimel ;  he  knows  notliing  of  politics.  James  Plun- 
ket;  bravo!  He  engages  to  go  among  tlic  Mayo  people  tins 
evening,  and  bring  them  to-morrow ;  he  also  engages  to  con- 
vert PMer  Lynch,  who,  it  sceins,  is  a  great  man  amongst  tho 
Catholics.  He  says  the  parocliial  electors  of  Mayo  are  already 
cboMn.  Dinner  with  the  Catholics ;  dull  as  ten  thousand  devils ! 
Diamal!  Dreary!  Bed  at  nine  o'clock,  in  a  crib  about  five  feci 
«|iiare ;  damn  these  bagpipes. 

9Am  Breakfast,  more  beefsteak  and  onions.  Oo  gentle  gales. 
Flagrant  and  pretty.  Go  and  see  the  fair ;  great  show  of  bul- 
locks ;  the  greatest  cattle  fair  in  Euroije,  except  one  in  Hunga- 
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ry,  as  T.  B.  (ells  im*.  Glaii  lliat  1  have  seen  it  ai  Diatlir  of  c«- 
riotflty.  but.  on  lite  wiiolf.  iliMupiMiiiili''!,  a^  cv<-rv  innii  will  be 
whu  expects  cxtravitgantif  :  nbuiit  ro.ouo  shpc|i  nahl.  Tltis  a 
tliin  fair  of  t^attlc,  btit  sniai't  girici^s.  Jaiara  I'lunkvt  sem»  to 
have  found  the  MiLyuniHn'fl  sliuk  ;  ruiiTiot  t>e  lie)|M>«i ;  •*  *fu  Iml  in 
vai'i,"  ^'C.  Gt>  at  three  to  meet  the  geiitlemen  of  (ittlnaj^  And 
Mayo:  find  a  very  rr»i>cctablc  iiuniber  assomblwl.  Sir  Tbnnus 
French  takes  ti>e  chiiir ;  a  line  yming  fellow,  and  nf  anfiM\uenix 
lunong  the  Catholira  de  aox  jmi/s;  Bon.'  Braugliall  makes  ft 
\'er}  long,  ramblinft.iliffiise,  bad  Klateuiejit  of  tlie  [iroreediB^of 
the  General  Conmilttee,  and  of  llie  nbjecU  of  our  iniwtiun.  Pol- 
lowed  by  Mr.  Htittnn ;  not  murli  better.  Tliat  geiitioniui  M 
great  orator  at  a  set  sjieech,  Ihniigli  he  mowrsefi  well  enough, 
Wliat  is  tlie  reaiwit  i  Bcouise  be  is,  in  fiict,  not  ouly  iiKid«lt 
but  sl)eo|M»h.  wbirh  is  a  shame.  Mr.  Iliitton  had  {trohaU/ 
better  talents,  and,  (o  a  moral  cerlainty.  better  eiliii-alinn.  and. 
beyond  nil  question,  more  knowleilge  of  tlie  subject  tliaii  any  nf 
his  hearers,  yet.  after  all.  he  ntadebut  a  poor  exhibition.  Bow- 
rrer,  it  passed,  but  by  no  means  satisfied  that  tnily  able  geiitk- 
man.  No  speaking  without  mueh  Htudy  and  continual  prartlcc; 
must  try  and  mend,  and  get  rid  of  (hat  vicious  modesty,  whifli 
obm'ures  the  great  splendor  and  hrillianry  of  hii*  laf  iinU  taliiit» 
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fte  Kcond  point  ve  shew,  hy  reference  to  tlio  plan,  that  tlie 
CmmittM  has  no  such  power  of  expulsion,  but  that  the  roiisU- 
tHBtB  have  %  power  of  revoking  their  delegation.  Sir  Tliumas 
nd  ill  thd  gentlemen  satisfied  on  both  points,  and  fix  upon  Sa- 
ted^, the  SOth  next,  and  Glcntanc  for  the  time  Knd  place  of 
Aooring  their  delegates,  of  which  Sir  T.  French  will  now  be 
■e;  a  great  point  gained.  No  Mayo  men  present,  but  Mr. 
Jimtu  Ljnch,  ol  Cullcn.  Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  who  cngageil 
llBMt  OS,  stays  away,  out  of  comidaisance  to  his  kinsman, 
Mr.  Peter  Lynch,  wlio  is  rich,  and  from  whom  he  has  expect* 
dtiB.  Wc  aiqily  to  Mr.  James  Lynch,  who  tells  us  the  races, 
itCisflebar,  begin  on  Saturday  next,  where  all  the  Catliolic 
pntiy  of  Mayo  will  meet,  and  lie  lias  no  doubt  will  elect  dele- 
ptak  He  seems  very  indignant  at  the  idea  of  Mr.  Dennis 
BnimM^  or  Mr.  Peter  Lynch,  or  any  one  man  directing  llie 
wMecoonfy.  A  good  sinrit  which  we  endeavor  to  aggravate. 
ne  DMeting  breaks  up,  all  parties  well  pleased.  Galway  is 
Mw  Soilly  settled,  and  Mayo  in  a  fair  vay.  Tbey  an-  ttic  two 
peat  Catholic  counties  in  Ireland,  and  the  cream  and  flower  of 
fte  Catholic  gentry.  They  have  been,  hitlierto.  rather  advcrw 
te  the  General  Committee,  fi-om  the  bad  sfHrit  of  anKUifrnry; 
vfaicfa  has  done  the  cause  so  much  misehief  by  pividiiring  dis. 
iuon ;  but  wo  trust  we  have  now  fairly  l>eat  the  Cantle  (mt  if 
Galway,  and  are  pretty  confident  we  bate  drm*:  the  name  in 
iSajo.  Ca  tins.  Dinner  ^'er>'  bad.  Rrtire  early  tft  my  rrib  vA 
rmI  CfacrtertcM's  Letters,  whicli  has  b^-n  my  grvat  rwMrr'*: 
agiUBnt  ennnL  His  Imdiiliip,  a  damned  voundrel :  Iv  wt'-JV"* 
b  «nn  to  attark  Madame  De  Bint.  hM-aaiie  ^be  h»  lt*^n  mar- 
tied  a  year  and  loves  herhosband.  Damn  hi^  blwid.  tlifr  r%val* 
I  wUi  I  was  kicking  him!  I  dn  nnt  prrtntrf  i/>  nvjr*  '<irtr*«^ 
than  other  peoide,  butl  hav»  no  notion  '4  vitW '/AA-^iVf^^^A  ■•t\- 
bny  OB  deliberation.  Till  I  rr«lthis  infajwrnn  kflrr.  f  ^a>^.'. 
flKchararter  of  Valmont.  in  l^a  HaiMM  i&m^tTfM.vn.  1.%^  n 
sfiction,  bat  I  we  nnw  ^t  lyjrd  Ctv^rfKrVl^  h^.  ')« 
,  though  periiafH  vM  rtw  t»>nK.  v.  Iw  m  if/»a*  » 
AD  this  is  fiir  tb>  cdMcatM  ^  P.  f .  mrt  |KvlMyt 
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Journal  of  1792,  ^c — Dublin. 

Od^er  llthj  1792.  The  story  of  Dumourier  a  great  He 
Ham!  huzza!  Brunswick  and  his  amiy  dying  of  tlie  flux  and 
nuung  out  of  France,  with  Dumourier  pui-suing  him.  Huzza ! 
If  tbe  French  had  been  beaten,  it  was  all  over  with  us.  All  safe 
BOUT  lor  this  campaign.   Huzza! 

ISthy  13th.  Nothing  done.  More  good  news  from  France* 
Cudne  has  taken  3,000  Germans  and  Spires — huzza. 

14th.  Dine  with  Magog:  a  good  fellow;  much  better  tliaii 
Gog.  Gog  a  Papist  ^^  Wine  does  wonders.^*  Propose  to  i-evivc 
mhniteers  in  this  city.    Magog  tlunks  we  may  have  1,000  Ca- 
tholica  by  the  17th  March  next    Agreed  that  he  shall  begin  to 
cunrasB  for  recruits  immediately,  and  continue  through  the  win- 
ter.  If  he  succeeds,  he  will  resign  his  oflice  of  Seci-etary  to  the 
CaAolic  Committee,  and  commence  a  mere  volunt(>er.    Bi*avo! 
All  this  looks  well.    Satisfied  tliat  volunteering  will  be  once 
more  the  salvation  of  Ireland.  A  good  thing  to  have  1,500  men 
in  Dublin.   Green  unifonns,  &c^ 

15th.  Choice  letters  from  Connaught  All  well  tliere.  Gal- 
way  and  Mavo  secure.  A  letter  from  P.  P.  He  is  envious  of  the 
laurels  of  Dumourier.  and  detennined  to  go  to  Fr«ince,  and  out- 
do that  illustrious  Democrat  Wants  my  ailvice,  as  he  has  made 
up  his  mind;  and,  also  to  know  if  I  can  do  any  thing  by  way  of 
letters  of  recommendation.  P.  P.  a  gallant  fellow,  and  (|uiti'. 
right  If  Mr.  Button  were  a  single  man,  lie  would  go  and  su- 
persede KcUerman.  To  try  Rirwan  for  a  letter  to  Condoi*cet ; 
also  Wogan  Browne,  Hamilton  Rowan,  and  Ed.  Byrne,  the 
Vintner,  for  letters  to  Paris.  Poor  P.  P. ;  a  fine  fellow.  **  /  have 
dnuik  medidms;  the  rogue  hath  given  me  medicines  to  make  me 
kfve  Atiiu"  Sorry  for  P.  P.  but  entirely  approve  his  plan,  and 
Us  spirit  Writes  tlie  best  stuff  of  any  man  in  tlie  world.  All 
Us  fetters  good. 

I5tti.  8ub^Committee.  Read  tiie  reply  to  the  grand  juries. 
Many  alterations  suggested.  Agree  to  call  an  aggregate  meet- 
ing of  tlie  Catholics  of  Dubliji,  jH^oposed  and  presseil  by  Gog, 
who  wants  to  cdiine.  All  fair!  It  will  sene  tlie  cause.  Gog's 
Yinity  sometimes,  as  in  the  present  instance,  of  use.  Emmet 
introdnoed  to  the  Sub-committee.     All  say  Oh !  to  him,  and  he 
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riclJy  ilcsoi'vcs  llieii-  uflmit-sition.  Eniiitet,  tlic  best  of  all  tin 
fi-icnds  to  CaUioltr  einaiiripatioii.  iilwayH  cxrcpting  Mr.  Ilutlua. 
Worth  Iwo  of  Stoki'8,  aiitl  Ij-n  of  Bun-owes,  aii<I  kii  hundrwl  nf 
OlTiiiian.  Dinner  at  M'Daniri's.  thr  printer.  A  rliuirr  set.  all 
Unitctl  Irishmen.  Suntii-y  good  toasts  Mr.  Hiitlnii  grit,  liod 
bless  every  IkmIj. 

l6tli.  Dr.  Bellew.  Catliolic  bishojiorRillala.  vaiits  suliwrij). 
tionH  to  found  a  Catholic  seminary  in  Ctmnaiight.  Mr.  Iluttim 
suggests  that  it  would  be  adviHcabte  to  exti-nd  the  plan,  and 
cilucate  all  the  Catliolic  clergy  at  home,  an  object  wliirh  has 
long  been  a  favorite  u'ith  that  gentleman.  No  doubt  but  man; 
PmtcsUints  would  siihsrrihc  fur  so  wise  and  so  bene^nleiil  ■ 
piirjKise;  the  university.  United  Irishmen.  &c.  Agrrod  tliittT. 
Braughall  and  Mr.  Ilntton  shall  wait  on  Kirwan,  tlic  pbilamv 
pher.  tu  talk  over  this  plan.  If  a  good  system  uorv  devised,  il 
would  execute  itself ;  tliat  of  the  Catholic  bisho[K>  a  |KM>r  tmr,  ua 
a  pitiful  scjile.  Gog  and  Mr.  Button  have  been  tnlking  urrr 
Honietliing  of  tiiis  kind  nli-eady.  in  their  last  expedition  tu  tlie 
North ;  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Journal  of  it  Gog.  ihi-n  ofmid 
that  the  clergy  would  he  adverse,  Mr.  Huttim  of  opinion  titat  tlie 
breaking  up  of  the  seminarien  in  France  would  nbligr  thrm  Ut 
consent,  and  that  in  tliat  light,  as  in  ten  thunssuiil  oilier*,  tbe 
Revolution  was  of  infinite  service  to  Ireland.  Gng  shyed  it:  tua 
a  snciiking  kindness  for  Catholic  bishops  and  priests ;  pmvDik 
to  Mr.  Uutton  tliat  it  is  all  out  of  policy,  but  tliece  is  a  little  su< 
{lei-stition  at  tlie  bottom.  Magog  aiid  Wai'ren  have  not  a  gnd» 
of  this  nonsense.  Tlits  educatim  bimtuss  apprara  to  me  of  ig- 
nite importance,  for  a  HioHsand  rtasons,  which  T  shall  detail  hm- 
lifter.  Hope  we  may  get  Kirwan  to  make  a  sketch  of  tJir  pro- 
posed jilan.  A  strange  lettiT  from  Burke,  at  Cork.  He  will  be 
agent  to  tlie  Catholics,  whetlier  they  will  or  not.  and  absolutely 
commits  n  rape  upon  the  committee.  His  impudence  is  bej-nnd 
whatl  could  haveimaginetl,  and  his  vanity  greater.  Uobiuithfi 
modesty  to  sny.  that  tlie  existence  of  Ireland  depends  on  Kin  ea- 
joying  tlie  confidence  of  the  Catliolics,  and  many  ollirr  Ralllts 
equally  extraonlinary.  The  Catholics,  astonished  and  angry  at' 
all  this  persevering  insolence,  resolved  tliat  Gog  shall  wiite  iav 
him,  and  ti-11  Idin  that  he  is  not  tbe  agent  of  tliu  Cutlinlirft, 
that,  if  he  desii-cs  it,  tbe  committee  will  jiublish  to  tiiat  el 
^^pBper».    I  cannot  help  agiun  expressing  my  adi 


APPENDIX— 1792.  107 

luBclhinteryy  ^bich  is  consummate  beyond  all  belief.  He  will 
Botdnist  until  he  will  compel  tlie  committee  absolutely  to  adver- 
tise biiiiy  witli  a  <•  warning  that  no  one  shall  tnist  him*  as/'  &c« 
He  ia^  to  be  suii^,  a  sad  dog. — ^Yide  tiiis  journal  of  August  Sd^ 
5tk,iiid6th. 

ISth.  Spend  the  evening  witli  Kirwan.  Very  pleasant  but 
Mtilk  of  our  education  plan.  Hear  that  DD.  Troy  and  Reil- 
Ift  the  Catholic  archbishop  of  Dublin  and  Catliolic  primate, 
iffiue  to  concur  in  a  general  system — Damn  tiiem !  ignorant 
UpitH. 
19th*  Nothing  done. 

fiOth.  Introduced  to  Captain  Sweetman,  of  Wexford.  He 
mMb  his  speech  to  the  Sub-committee ;  unanimously  approved 
d,  and  requested  to  be  printed.  It  is  one  of  the  best  popular  ha- 
nugOKS  I  ever  heard,  and  filled  witli  choice  animosity  against 
the  English.  Sweetman  has  been  a  Catholic,  and  served  in  tlie 
Irish  brigade,  Walsh's  I'egiment,  and  is  now  a  Pi*otestant,  and 
captain  in  the  British  service,  and  freeholder  of  county  Wexford. 
Has  been  in  America,  tlie  East  Indies,  &c 

21st»  Sunday.  Dine  witli  the  Vintner,  and  a  large  company. 
Extremely  pleasant  The  Vintner  hates  this  Government  most 
cordially*  His  daughters  pleasant  women.  Mi's.  Atkinson  there. 
Mr.  Hutton  a  puppy !  ****  interesting,  ***,  &c  Mr.  Hutton 
an  egregious  coxcomb !   Stays  late. 

22d*  Dine  with  McDonnell.  My  son  and  heir  come  to  town. 
Home  early. 

83d.  At  work  with  Emmett,  on  the  reply  to  tlie  grand  juries. 
Gog  sick  these  three  or  four  days,  and  no  business  done.  Dine 
with  Swcetman  at  the  Green,  and  a  long  set  Notliuig  but  dine 
with  this  Catliolic,  and  that  Catholic ;  very  idle  work.  Mr. 
Hutton  meditates  leaving  off  the  use  of  wine  altogetlier.  Stokes 
returned  from  Scotland.  Had  a  narrow  escape  of  being  drowned, 
the  ship  he  came  in  being  wTCcked  on  tlie  nortliem  coast  .^ 
auUion  of  pities  if  it  had  been  so.  Stokes  one  of  the  best  heads 
and  hearts  that  I  know,  and  a  man  ^iiom  I  regard  as  much  as 
way  other  living. 

Mihm  See  the  Galway  resolutions.  Two  of  them  very  bad, 
nflecting  on  the  French.  This  Lynches  noasense«  Cannot  he 
kt  tiie  French  alone,  and  be  damned  ?  Breakfast  with  (jeorge 
KiMnc  Very  long  conversation  on  tlie  subject  of  our  proposal 
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forancwministi-y.  {vide this joiinialDfSeptemberlSrth.)  Kmu 
BCBins  a  good  deal  struck  with  tlie  ^iroiKisition.  Enb>rH  into  ill 
tll<^  articles  minutely.  Finally  settled,  tliat  Mr.  Uutluu  sloJI 
tell  Gog  tliat  lie  has  concerned  uith  Knox,  tliat  he  Knox,  can- 
not iiimicdiatcly  nay  any  tiling  ddiiiite  on  a  fiuli|pct  of  sucli  nu^- 
nitiide.  but,  in  the  mean  timii,  Gng,  nor  Uin  \ia»-iy,  sluill  lue 
nothing  by  communicating  tlie  idea  to  liini.  Oinc  vith  n; 
fattier.  Walk  out  in  the  eyeniiig  in  romplfrti-  arniur  ta  Goj;, 
and  teil  him  the  result  of  ray  conversation  witii  K.ik>x.  tioga- 
ti'avagaiitly  delighted.  Insists  on  my  calling  on  Knox  in  the 
morning,  and  sending  him  to  despatch  Lonl  Abercorii  to  Pilt 
FoiiliHh  enotigh  of  Gng.  Proposes  t»  obtain  an  audience  «r  Knu. 
Mr.  Ilulton  shies  tlie  same,  and  deKires  it  may  be  HubinittHl  r» 
tii-cly  to  his  disciTtion.  T«  which  G«g  submits.  ""Tis  hd  ti 
rain,'"  \c.  Gog  has  been  disgusted  with  Dr.  Bellcw,  Catluilir 
JIiNhop  of  Killala.  on  the  subject  of  a  national  collegia  Thi 
Bisbf)p  wants  lo  get  money  Irom  tJie  Laity,  to  endow  it,  and  tl 
esrliide  tliem  from  all  share  in  the  niaimgejueiit  Damned  kind! 
Gog  revolts  like  a  fury,  and  tells  Mr.  Uutton  he  l>egins  toaie 
they  (the  Catholic  Bislio)>H)  are  all  scoundiTls.  Jilt  Jair,  T^o 
or  tliree  things  like  tliis  may  cure  Gog  of  his  sneaking  kinrlncffl 
for  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons,  (vide  tliisjinimal  of  17th 
inst. )  Sleep  at  Gog's. 

25th.  This  is  the  Ring's  (God  ble^n  him)  acceHsion.  Bnt 
many  viore  accessions  skaU  we  have /  Bi-cikfast  witli  Gmtge 
Knox.  Walk  i-ound  tlie  green  and  talk  over  our  Hchemc.  Kan 
appears  to  tliink  sei-iously  of  it,  but  says,  as  the  trulli  Is,  thai 
tlie  success  thereof  is  very  unrei'tain,  as  depending  on  so  amaj 
events,  any  one  of  which  failing  would  destroy  Uie  wholes  Mr. 
Ilutton  presses  all  the  arguments  again,  and  dwells  partictllariy 
on  the  strength  of  tltc  Go\ernment.  which  would  be  rortned  ill 
Biirh  event,  viz.  Lord  Shannon  and  tlie  Punsonbys  pui-chascd  hj 
dint  of  money.  The  Dttkv  of  Leinster,  who  would^  it  i»  pre- 
sumed, be  glad  to  come  in.  mm  sitis.  Grattan,  and  the  two  or 
three  honest  men  who  might  be  secured  by  agreeing  to  two  or 
three  popular  hills,  au  tlie  place,  pen:iiiou  bills,  he,  whitjiwi 
give  eclat  to  administration,  witliout  depriving  tiiem  uf 
gree  of  essential  power.  (In  tliis  assertion  Knox  co 
eonciii-s.)  This,  added  to  their  own  family  interest, 
natural  inSuence  of  the  Castle,  uould  form  a  very  powoi 
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vcrmMnt  What  would  be  tlie  opposition  ?  The  Bcresfordsy  &c« 

vhOf  in  losing  their  oiBces,  would  lose  every  thing,  for  tiicy  are 

nost  odious  to  the  people,  and  have  no  natural  weight ;  and  the 

kiptod  Protestant  squircarcliy  of  Ireland.   Ridiculous  to  talk 

of  BQch  an  opposition!   Who  wouhl  listen  to  Mark  Beresfoi-d, 

tiDung  of  the  corruption  of  Govcniment?  Absurd!  The  ncw^ 

lininistration  would  be  tolerated^  if  not  supported,  by  tlie  noiiJi, 

ftr  tlie  sake  of  Grattan,  and,  coming  in  on  popular  grounds, 

flMJ  with  t^i^x)  or  three  bills  which  arc  favorites,  though,  in  fact, 

tkf  signify  notiiing.   This  might  be  puifed  so  as  to  satisfy 

tkeai ;  and,  as  for  tlie  Catholics,  we  should  have  them  to  a  man, 

M  the  ground  of  tiie  elective  fi*anchise.  Knox  tells  me  he  has  writ- 

fca  to  the  Marquis  of  Aberconi.   That  shows  he  has  taken  it  up, 

6r  it  was  only  broached  to  him  yesterday.   He  refuses  to  see 

Gog,  and  asks.  Could  Gog  expect  that  he  would  open  himself  to 

kM  Gog  damned  vain  and  absurd  on  some  points.   Always 

letifs  me  to  press  Knox  on  tlie  footing  of  his  interest   Absurd ! 

Knox  ambitious  and  proud,  but  not  interested,  as  I  judge.   What 

will  all  this  come  to?  Mr.  Ilutton  is  decidedly  of  opinion  tliat 

the  Government  of  Ireland  must  citlier  alter  their  whole  system, 

or  be  subverted  by  foi*ce.  of  which  God  knows  tlie  event   The 

Catholics  are  so  totally  changed,  and  sotlioroughly  roused,  &c. 

Knox  and  he  agree  tliat  there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  violence 

the  part  of  tlie  people,  but  tliat  there  is  forming  a  gi*adual 

of  discontent,  wliicli  will,  at  no  short  day,  break  out,  and 

especially  if  a  war  should  arise,  and  that  tliis  discontent  is  in* 

lamed  and  accelerated  by  tlic  gross  petulance  and  uidiscrction 

of  Government  here.   This  may  probably  be  discussed  witliout 

hreaking,  by  such  an  arrangement  as  we  meditate. — Sub-com- 

mitlee.    Emmet  reads  an  address,  as  from  the  Catholics  of 

Dvblln,  In  reply  to  tliat  of  tlie  Corporation.  Very  good.  Tliis 

tmis  the  scale  in  favor  of  the  meeting  of  the  Catholics,  and  Gog 

win  now  be  gratified  with  an  oppoi-tunity  of  making  a  specclu 

•Huirydurry!  Nicky  nacky!"  (see  Venice  Preserved.)  Write  an 

iffauon  for  the  Catholics  of  Down,  as  from  the  Sub-committcc, 

•Porting  them  to  thank  the  people  of  Belfast,  &c. 

SAihm  Dennis  Browne  has  been  playing  the  rascal  in  Mayo. 
Rttcured  a  meeting  on  the  1 6th,  and  knocked  up  our  plan  by 
MCPing  the  measure  of  a  separate  petition  from  that  county. 
Damn  him !  Yet  he  talks  of  his  love  for  the  cause,  &c.  Tlie 
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ntholica  here  in  a  horrible  i-agc.    Mnre  and  moiv  lasitig  tlirir 
pcctfor  tJie  bpotliei-s  of  Lords  and  Mpmbcrs  of  farliamnit 

tsTlli.  Randcl  M'DoiiwIl  has  had  a  IctU-p  from  iho  Sin*. 
y  of  the  Mayo  CathnlicH  at  the  latj^  inN-ting.  ly  wliirh  it 
apjicurs  possible  that  we  may  yet  have  delegntcn  froDi  thtt 
county.  Write  a  letter  fi-oni  the  Sub-ronimitt^r,  pxhortittg  tfam 
to  that  mcasm-e.  Good  lettrrl  Mert  tlie  parorhinl  HHrgatenii 
the  e\'cning.  and  settle  every  thing  for  the  aggrrgatr  nicctiBg 
of  die  Catholirs  of  Dublin.  Mr.  Huttim  reails  tlic  Citiz*!)  Em- 
met's paper,  which  mifts  the  iinanininiis  approb:ttion  of  At 
meeting.  No  wonder!  It  is  a  most  excellent  pa|icr.  mid  lirttiT 
than  Mr.  Button's  intended  reply  to  the  grand  Jnrtett.  "TV 
<•  (hg  has  taken  snmc  of  the  very  beat  strokes  in  nty  tragatf,  ad 
"put  Ihem  ivto  his  own  annaly." 

2Sth.  Tlic  town  has  hern  filled  these  thrto  or  four  dnys  «ift 
reports  of  sonic  seditious  pa]x>r  said  to  be  circulated  among  (b 
soldiers  of  the  gan-Lson.  I  do  not  believe  it.  One  offircr.  Colo- 
nel of  tlic  Royal  Irish  Artillery,  is  said  to  have  boon  so«fca 
as  to  draw  up  the  regiment  on  the  parade,  ami  lmrangii«  Uini^ 
exhorting  them  to  obiMlience,  and  warning  them  againxt  "Hm 
Rights  of  Man,"  Kc.  Dimrc!  Blockhead!  Could  not  takf  a  rrail* 
ier  «ay  to  ciTato  Uie  niisthief  against  which  he  wtslicd  to 
guard.  Another  rejmrt  is.  that  the  arlillcj-y  and  all  t]i«  cavslij 
arc  to  be  ordetvd  to  England  and  iTplaced  by  English  trm^ 
I  ho))e  tlds  is  a  lie  too.  These  iTportSr  howcvTr,  &Iion-  tbc  agt- 
tatioii  of  Ihe  public  mind. 

29t]i.  Adi'ei-ti.sements  are  this  day  handed  about,  ordorins  * 
general  illimiination  on  account  of  the  expulsion  of  thv  Grrmai 
armies  from  Fi-ance.  I  don't  know  what  to  think.  Tlii'  illuiui- 
nation  is  good,  but  it  may  be  made  a  handle  for  rioting,  and  if 
^'e^•y  mischievous,  for  Government  would  rejoire  at  any 

(sng  which  would  give  tliem  an  excuse  to  let  die  dragimiL^  |ao« 

k  tlie  people.    The  illumination  set  on  foot  by  Oliver  Uond  and 
lames  Tandy,    We  shall  know  all  about  it  to-inormw.    In 
mean  time.  "  6ml  Bend  we  may  alt  be  Ifie  hctfrr  for  U  thit 
"  three  montlis."  Writ«  a  letter  to  the  Draper.  wiUi  rcsoli 
for  tlie  Northem  Whig  Club,  at  their  next  meeting,  in  fai 
the  Catholics.    Suppose  he  v  ill  not  be  able  to  vai'ry  tliptn. 
jpod  to  tiy.    Writf.  re-solutions  for  the  meeting  uit  \V' 
,  tlianking  the  people  of  Belfast,  Cork,  iic. 
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SOdli.  Tlie  illumination  has  gone  off  quietly,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Lord  Mayor  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  it,  and 
threatening  ^'ery  liard,  &c  The  horse  and  foot  were  out  in  great 
fatfx.  It  sliouid  seem,  by  tlieir  being  called  out  so  frequently,  that 
Gmemmcnt  are  determined  to  accustom  the  jieople  to  see  them 
iathestit^ets.  Emmet  and  I  read  over  tlie  Catliolic  address  for 
the  hst  time,  and  make  coriTctions*    N.  B.  Tiie  said  Emmet 
hencefon»'ai*d  to  be  called  "  The  Pismire/' — 8.  Committee^  a 
nrj  full  meeting  to  settle  the  plan  for  to-morrow.  Agreed  that 
D.T.  O'Brien  shall  taketlie  Chair ;  said  O'Brien  refuses ;  cow- 
irdif !  Tiie  Chair  offered  to  J.  Ball ;  he  refuses  also ;  cow- 
iniljr !   What  would  the  Belfast  people  say  if  they  saw  tliis  ? 
Fixed  that  old  Bemai-d  O'Neil  shall  be  in  tlie  Chair,  and  tliat 
SinMm  Maguii'c  shall  be  Seci-etary.    Mr.  Button  reads  the  ad- 
drcas.     D.  T.  O'Brien  objects  to  the  resolution  thanking  tlie 
Volunteers  of  Ubter,  because  it  may  look  like  cultivating  the 
/Hendship  of  armtd  nien.    Nobody  seconds  him.    R.  McDonnel 
wishes  we  had  100,000  of  tliem  to  tliank.    Well  done  !    All  em- 
brace and  depart    Divers  Protestants  summoned  to  the  meeting 
to-morrow,  Butler,  Rowan,  Tandy,  the  PLsmii*e,  Mr.  HutUm, 
&C.    Gog  at  home  all  day  i*eheai*sing.    All  fair.    This  meeting 
will  do  good.    The  Pismii-e  has  written  the  addi*ess,  Mr.  Hut^ 
ton  the  resolutions,  and  settled  tlie  plan  of  o[ierations ;  but  tlie 
world  knows  nothing  of  that   It  will  look  well  in  the  columns 
of  the  Dublin  Evening  Post  and  encourage  all  the  Catholics  in 
the  Kingdom ;  besides,  the  publications  will  be  infinitely  better 
than  those  of  the  Corporation,  to  which  tliey  are  intended  to  be 
an  answer.  Bravo !    N.  B.  All  tlie  good  publications  on  tlie 
Catholic  side,  almost  aiv  written  by  Protestants.    Mr.  Hutton 
chooses,  forivasons  wiiich  he  does  not  wish  to  explain,  to  insert 
here,  the  names  of  the  pi*eseiit  Sub-committee  of  the  Catholics 
uTIreland. 


ra* 


Thomas  Fitzgei*ald, 
John  Keogh, 
Thomas  Braughall, 
Edward  Byi*ne, 
Randal  Macdonnel, 
^rhomas  Ryan,  M.  D. 
Vol,.  I— ^2fi 


Mai-tin  F.  Lynch, 

Richanl  McCorinick, 

Hugh  Hamill, 

Denms  Thomas  O'Brien, 

Thomas  Warren, 

.lolni  Swertman.  Serrrtarif, 
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October  SI.  Tlic  grand  clay.  A  full  and  rCMpecLublr  mecthig; 
^0  siininioiiHrs  taken  at  tlic^  iloor,  Itcsidts  many  wito  came  u 
L  without  any.  Dr.  Ryaii'y  speecii  tlic  best  (iog  mortified  tlia*- 
at;  consiilt.s  Mr.  Ilutton  whetiior  liCKhall  ventiti-e  lu  ftpnik aAet 
the  Doctor.  Piijliing!  Mr.  UiUlini  aiUiHTit  liira  to  .ipenk  by  bB 
means,  ami  tlirows  in  sundi^  coinpliinentH.  whereat  Gog  rists. 
All  fairl  (iog'a  epeccli  raruliling  anil  coiitii.%d,  but  Tull  ofmMr 
tcr.    Dine  antl  crack  nuts  at  my  fatlicr's. 

JVbvemlifr  1.  Dinner  at  Warren's.   A  long  set  of  the  dikf 
Uriiteil  Irisbmen.   All  very  plea.saiit  anil  good.  Air.  Uuttoan- 
,  di-:n(irH,  behtg  entre  devx  vins,  to  deliKJe  tlie  genllcinrn  prrttal 
I  into  furining  a  volunteer  company  on  good  ])riiiciplcN,  rivi)  aad 
j  .Uilitary.  A.  H.  Rowan  rinc^  tlicrcat.  also  Mugog.   Mr.  HrUm 
I  ft  little  mad  on  tlie  subject  of  voluiit(^rin|; :  would  bn  a  gttal 
[Martinet    "Army,  damn  mo!"   Talk  a  great  di-al  oT  taclia 
nnd  treason.    Mr.  Uuttun  gitms  warm  witli  tlic  .subject;  VQ7 
much  surprised,  on  looking  dim  n  to  tlic  table,  tnscctwoglasm 
before  liim ;  finds,  on  looking  at  Hamilton  Rowan,  that  he  bv 
got  four  eyes :  various  oilier  phenomena  in  o\itir.H  equaUy  can> 
Mr.  Huttnn,  like  tJie  sun  in  tlie  centre  of  the  sjstca^  Bi- 
[iut  evei-^'  tlung  about  liini moving  iu  a  rapid  rotation:  per- 
fectly sober,  but  [nTwives  tliat  evei^  one  else  is  getting  i«r) 
drunk :  essays  to  ^salk  across  the  ivoni.  but  finds  it  im]KtHiilili 
to  move  n'ctiltneaUy,  proceeding  entirely  from  bis  having  lakm 
a  sprig  erf  watercresses  witli  liis  bread  at  dinner.   *•  God 
e*  eey  boily."   Sundry  excellent  toasts.  A  Found  of  citizeiut; 
coming  into  fashion :  trifling  as  it  is,  it  is  asymptmik    AUi 
brace  anddepaH  at  12.   Fine  doings!  fine  dnings! 

.  Sick  as  Demogorgon ;  purjiose  to  k-ave  off  watt-rcpcsiin 
^witii  my  bn-ad.  Dinner  at  Jolm  Sweetman's.  Capt.  Swwl- 
n  tlifi-e.  Has  a  great  deal  of  the  old  siHiool  of  popery  in  poli- 
tics about  him.  Mr.  Button  and  he  argue  for  thret-  hourn,  by 
Shrewsbury  clock.  Mr.  Hutton  victonous  in  the  opinion  of 
himselfand  all  present,  save  his  adversary.  Huzza!  BctK-ariy. 
3d.  Go  out  to  Gog  to  pi-eparc  his  s)ieech.  ('nrrert  it  abun- 
dantly. Dine  witli  Gog.  wtio  fishes  for  complimentH  with  the 
old  bait :  civilities  to  Mr.  Hutton  on  his  excellent  pamphlet,  tic 
Mr.  Hutton  rises  and  throws  a  bucket  full  of  flattery-  in  liwg's 
face,  who  receives  it  witli  great  affability.  Mr.  Hutton  trllK 
him  Uiat  Ur.  Ryan  is  a  schoolboy  &>  him.  which  ( 
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itEgioiisly.   Vain  as  the  deyil.   Gog  goes  into  a  critical  inves- 
liption  of  the  merits  of  both  speeches,  and  modestly  insinuates 
Ik  siperiority  of  his  own,  to  all  which  Mr.  Hutton  agi-ees. 
Al  fiur!  Mr.  Hutton  comes  into  town  and  writes  twelve  letters 
'   lififlkreut  persons,  enclosing  copies  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
ttit;  all  weU  written,  and  done  very  fiqpeedily.   Mr.  Hutton 
mU  make  a  good  private  secretary.   Apropos!  On  the  31st, 
UK  Hutton  being  at  breakfast  witli  tlie  honorable  George  Knox, 
ni  talking  with  great  asperity  and  vehemence,  according  to 
ib  castom,  against  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  tiie  Government, 
tte following  dialogue  ensued: 
Jfr.  Button.  I  wisli  to  God,  Knox,  you  were  Secretary  hei*e. 
AoXi  I  wish  I  was ;  will  you  be  my  private  Secretary? 
JHK  JbdUnu  That  I  will,  most  willingly. 
Kmx.  Very  well,  remember. 
Jfr.  Battan*  Remember. — Exit  Mr.  Hutton* 
MrombtrAf  Sunday.  Dine  at  Macdonnell's  with  United  Iiish- 
aen.  Tandy  tells  me  the  volunteers  infused  to  parade  round 
Xing  William's  statue,  tliis  being  tiiel>irtli  day  of  tliat  monarch  ; 
ikey  have  also  abolished  orange  cockades.  Bravo !  A  few  of  them 
set  to-day  as  at  an  ordinai-y  parade,  and  wore  national  (green) 
cockades.   This  is  a  striking  proof  of  tiic  change  of  men*s  sen- 
timentB,  when  <*  Our  Glorious  Deliverer'*  is  so  neglected.  This 
JB  tiie  first  time  flie  day  has  passed  uncommemorated  since  the  in- 
alitution  rf volunteers.   Huzza!  Union  and  tiie  People  forever! 
Anotber  tiling — Sail  and  Potter,  two  of  tlie  most  violent  cham- 
IHons  of  Protestant  ascendency  in  the  corporaticm  of  Dublin,  and 
noB  tactive  in  carrying  tlie  late  manifesto  of  timt  body  against 
tbe  Catholics,  have  lost  their  election;  notwithstanding  Mr.  Sail 
kronght  in  a  copy  of  tlie  said  manifesto  in  a  gilt  frame,  and  dis- 
ihjed  it  to  the  Cyclops  of  his  corporation.   What  is  moi'e,  tlie 
■an  who  comes  in  in  his  room  is  a  United  Irishman,  one  Binns. 
TbiB  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance^  for  the  Smitii*s  corpo- 
fltioB  is  one  of  the  most  bigoted  in  the  city.   Mr.  Hutton  exer- 
hia  firanchise  this  week  by  voting  for  common  councilmen 
the  Sadlers.   Mr.  Hutton  a  free  Sadler,  and  invited  to 
with  the  candidates,  which  he  respectfully  declines. 
SOu  Gonpowder  Treason ! 

"  TUi  if  the  day,  I  tpeak  it  with  aorrow, 

^  Timt  we  were  all  to're  been  blown  up  to-morrow."    Bochetur. 
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intnipenuicc  of  Government  for  tlie  complete  emancipation  of 
tfcf  country.    Early  and  moderate  concessions  to  the  just  de- 
■awh  of  the  nation  may  prevent  mischief,  but  tliat  is  a  degree 
of  wisdom  w^hich  Fitzgibbon  never  will  be  able  to  reacli.  My 
adrire  has  been  for  the  Catliolics,  at  every  refusal,  to  rise  in 
tkrir  demands,  like  tlie  ancient  Syl)il:  wliicli  Ihey  seem  deter- 
Bined  to  do.   JVb  want  of  spirit  apparent  yet.   The  Committee, 
Older  the  new  organization,  is  called  for  the  Sd  December. 
We  have  this  day  returns  from  twenty-five  counties  and  all  the 
gtnt  cities  of  Ireland,  witli  a  strong  confidence  tliat  we  shall  have 
flf  remainder  before  the  day  of  meeting.   The  circumstance,  of 
Ike  time  being  fixed,  will  ])robably  bring  in  the  out-lyei-s.  We 
kavc  got  Kerry,  in  spite  of  Loi*d  Renmare.    Mayo  has  been  off 
and  on  three  or  four  times,  o^ing  to  the  manoeuvres  of  tliat  lus- 
cftl,  Dennis  Browne,  (vide  tliis  Jouitial  of  Oct.  26,  27);  now 
th^  seem  stout  again.   The  Connaught  gentr}',  moi-e  valiant 
than  wise,  easily  led,  especially  by  a  great  man.  or  a  great 
man's  man.  Bad!  But  Ihry  will  mend  of  all  tliat  Hoi)e  we 
shall  have  returns  from  Mayo,  after  all.   If  we  do,  a  gi*eat  vic- 
tory! The  Northern  Whig  Club  have  adopted  the  ivsolulions, 
vhich  I  sent  to  Sinclair,  on  the  29tli  ul1«   Ualliday  the  only  dis- 
sentient.  I  did  not  ex})ect  they  would  have  passed  ;  this  is  ano- 
ther |HtMif  of  the  gradual  change  of  Uie  public  mind.    Custinc 
is  said  to  have  advanced  so  far  in  Flanders,  that  his  reti-eat  is 
cut  off.   A  lie,   I  hope,    like  that  about  Dumourier.  Right  or 
wramgf  tuccess  to  the  French  ;  theij  are  fighting  our  battles^  and 
if  tkejifaiLt  adieu  to  liberty  in  IrclamLfor  ont  century  !   Apropos 
of  fitting!  Mr.  Hutton  has  bought  a  fine  swoifl,  of  which  he 
is  as  vRin  as  the  devil ;  intends  to  sleep  on  it  to  night    ({uerc^ 
May  he  not  wear  it  in  the  coui*t  of  ciianccry,  Mitli  his  wig  and 
gown,  to  edify  Loi*d  Fitzgibbon?  Mr.  Hutton  pi*oposes  to  make 
It  the  pattern  sworfl  for  his  i^egiment  when  he  has  one. 

11th«  Sunday.  George  Knox  shows  me  a  memorandum  or 
abstract  of  Lord  Alierconi's  answer  to  his  letter  on  the  subject 
ef  Gog's  famous  plan  for  turning  out  the  Ministers  here,  (vide 
jmmudf  &C.)  Lord  Abercom  quite  wild  ;  his  idea  is  tJiat  tlie 
Cttftcdics  should  renounce  their  pi'esent  system,  for  the  chaiu:e 
tfwiuKt  he  would  do  for  them.  Damned  kind!  Mr.  Hutton  ob- 
Mnres,  coolly,  that  his  Lordship  does  not  bid  high  enough,  and  so 
ttfi  aegotiatioD  ends ;  Knox  declaring  himself  of  Mr.  Hutton^s 
i^uiioii. 
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12tli.  At  Oi»s'h  to iirepai-e papei-s,  viz:  petition  toUic  King 
prtition  to  Pai-lianicriti  iultli-css  to  the  nation,  ^r.  Hfar  a  rrpn 
(hat  Foster  is  a&uiti  of  Wing  aHHassinatni.  Tin-  rascal  <k«rni 
it.  if  an}'  tlibignui  jiisUry  »ssHssii>alJnn.    Han]  at  work. 

13tli.  A  plot  ill  IjimtT  Orinonil  against  tho  coiumitirtw  ~ 
Tolci-s,  I'rrltics,  autl  otiier  givat  landliMltlprs  tlierc,  arc  corapc 
ling  their  tenants  to  sign  Homr  paprr  advei-se  to  llic  Cathul 
claims.  One pricat.Mr.  >V"liit*',hasthi"(Oiiragelo  refuse  Wri 
a  letter  train  tlie  Snb-Conimittt-e,  api^aiitlijig  liini.  Nlujur  ni 
Secrctai'y  Uobart  has  si-nt  for  Dr.  Tcoy,  In  junuji  liiiii ;  talks 
great  deal  of  stiifl'.  ttmt  Govcrnniriit  is  (kterminDtl  to  iTsbrt  i 
violence ;  that  GnvrrnmcRt  in  England  will  Biipjxirt  tlifin :  tli 
we  have  not  the  Noi-tli.  save  only  Uetl'aMU  Ace.  8iuf  stuffl  I 
laying  such  stivss  upon  the  North,  he  la  exposing  his  own  m 
side,  and,  of  cmirset  |)oii(tirig  out  the  best  plaire  lor  tis  to  din 
oui-  hattei'iets.  I'IcHse  God.  tlie  hint  fdiall  not  be  lust.  We  in 
work  the  major  yet.    Busy  ul  the  {M'tition.  &c. 

14th.  All  the  moniing  at  work.  Dine  in  town,  at  R,  Dillon* 
After  diunei-,  turn  the  dLHrourm;  to  tiie  pi-ohahility  of  misug 
new  corps  of  Joluntters.  Resolvv  that  the  i»arty  shall  mcrt  t 
Saturday  next,  to  devise  u  [ilan.  All  provoked  at  aii  uuneot 
sai-y  afiront  tlie  Dublin  corjw  received  last  Sunday  ;  an  offio 
of  tlic  reguloi's  look  away  a  drummer,  belonging  to  liis 
whom  the  voluntcri-s  had  lured  for  the  dny.  and  tJie  poor  Telia 
lias  been  sentenced  to  receive  two  hundred  lashes.  Strange  p 
licy  of  Government,  in  such  a  time  as  this,  to  clmsc  tn  pick 
quaiTel  with  the  volunteers!  I'rifling  as  tliis  circumstance  is, 
will  assist  in  laying  tlie  foundation  for  a  corps,  whirli  may  vt 
Government  hereafter.  Return  to  Mount  Jeiiimc  I'l'vposc  1 
Gog  to  go  to  some  expense  in  fitting  up  the  room  for  tlio  nwe 
ing  of  the  committee,  as  it  will  give  tlie  countj-y  delegnti 
idea  of  their  own  consequence,  and  tlic  iiupoi-tanre  of  ihe  bi 
iiess,  when  ttiey  see  every  thing  rcspet^'table  and  hantlsome  pr^ 
pared  fui-  tlicir  i-eception.    All  fair! 

15th.  Hear,  to-day,  tliat  Ponsoiiby  is  come  over.    If  it  be 
a  git-at  point    Hai-d  at  work. 

16th.  Hear  tliat  the  Castle-ntcn  say,  that  our  addrr^tt  to  i 
King,  if  we  persist  iu  that  idea,  will  embarrass  bis 
The  devil  it  will!  And  who  doubts  it,  or  who  carm?    Wb 
s  lata,  please  God,  and  let  him  refuse  it,  if  be  plee 
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Bottrr  tiint  liis  Sacrvcl  Miiji'Hty  should  be  cmban-asseil,  than  a 
nation  kf  pt  in  ulavery.    Moi-o  and  inon-  at  work. 

17Ul  In  town,  at  tiicSitli-conimitU'C.  Uotiil  Hit  intended  nd- 
drcits  to  tlie  King.  Very  nmrh  liked,  eien  hy  some  of  our  timid 
people  Mr.  Ilutton  very  well  plwwed  Uiereat.  Gog  also  pIcHw-d. 
CumpliniriitH  Mr.  llutlon,  mid  says  tliat  lie  (Mr.  ilutton)  lias 
gi\cn  tlif  tunc  to  all  tlie  Catlioltc-  politirs:  which  Mr.  Huttnn. 
witli  itll  that  amiable  modcKlj  whirli  pniineiitly  adorns  him.  and 
gives  abcaiitiriil  gloss  to  all  liisKjileiidiil  actions  ileidex,  and  .says. 
«iliiHbec4iiiiingdilHdence.  tlintiihcbasany  mei-it.itwaHanly  in 
seeing  their  tioie  interest  a  little  earlier  tlian  some  of  tliemsclves. 
and  tliat  it  is  tlieir  own  gmKl  arulrrstanding^.  anil  not  his  argii- 
nienLs.  that  have  set  tliem  on  the  right  scent.  TliLs  is  paiUy 
true:  and,  at  any  rati>,  it  i»  pretty  in  Mi-.  Huttnn.  It  wouhi  not 
be  for  that  gerillcntan'fl  advajitagc  tt>  he  tlioiight  wiser  tliau  Oog. 
Much  better  to  stand  behind  tin-  curtain  and  advise  him.  Mr. 
(lutton  nut  aitxious  to  appear  on  the  canvass,  provided  the  busi- 
ness he  tlone,  anil  if  any  tJiing  scriuus  tihould  eiisue,  he  will  find 
his  own  level.  If  he  deserves  t«  rise,  he  will  probably  rise;  if 
,jwt,  lie  ciuiiiot  help  it :  "Tisbiil  invain  for  soldiers  lo  complain.'* 
Siwnd  tlie  evening  at  home,  w  itii  my  iniwcent  family.  After  all. 
home  is  home. — 1  had  like  In  forget.  Attriiiieil  a  meeting,  for 
tlie  |Hir{iosc  of  rnising  a  volunteer  corps:  I'lrsent,  Rowan,  chair- 
iiiun;  Tandy,  James 'I'anify,  Dowling,  Uacon.  Bond,  Warren. 
Magog,  and  Mr.  Uutton,  Secretary.  Vote  1000  men  in  ttn 
companies ;  cheap  uniform,  nf  rnarso  blue  ciotii,  ticken  li-a\v- 
«Ci*s,  ami  felt  hat>j.  Not  to  meddle  nitii  tlie  existing  corpn,  un- 
less tliey  chooRo  tn  join  iis,  in  \*liicli  rase  tijey  must  ndopt  our 
plan,  principles,  and  regimentals.  If  tliis  takes,  it  will  vex  tlir 
Castle,  and  tliey  may  not  like  to  come  and  take  our  limm  fi-oni 
us.  Bond  thinks  the  ci-dcvant  Men;hant  Corps  will  present  lis 
with  two  field  pieces-   Uuzza !  Htizita  ! 

I8lh,  Sutulati.  Mt.  Jerome  again.  Dinner  with  J.  rimikctt. 
of  Roscommon,  and  J.  Jos.  MrDumic),  of  Mayo.  Conversa- 
tion right  good.  The  Countrj-  Catliolics  I  think  will  stand  Jirr. 
All  seem  stout.  Mayo  has  n-tumed.  in  spite  of  Dennis  Jlrowne. 
who  is  as  vexed  as  the  Devil,  and  cannot  help  liimwif.  Uu7.x.t ! 
Drink  like  a  ii.sli  till  past  twelve.  Gixf  bins  every  botUj.  Em* 
brace  tlic  Connaught  iiK-n,  and  go  to  bed  as  drunk  as  a  Lord. 
It  is  downright  -x-anitiiloiis  to  sec  in  this,  and  other  joiii-nali.  how 
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oilcii  that  occurrence  takes  place,   yet  I  call  nijp-sclf  n  8ol*r 
man  ! 

iStii,  R.  Burke  at  Mf.  Jcnmie  ;  stays  fi>e  Itniirs  ;  very  foot 
ish.  ProjHisi'.s  that  Mio  CtiiniiiitU'e,  ulien  they  mrct,  shall  int 
petition,  but  addi-cs.H  tlie  King,  in  complain  or  the  Grand  Jt- 
rirs.  Nonsense  !  Wliat  can  the  King  flo  fo  tlie  <inuid  Jurin ' 
Makes  a  imke  at  Gog  i-elntii  c  to  Iiis  being  continued  agrnt  to 
tiie  Catlinlics.  No  heating  him  out  or  that  gronttil.  Gug  niaiih 
taJJLS  an  obstinate  silence.  Bui'ke  very  superficial ;  afTects  gtm 
niyi^'ry  and  reNe)-\'c :  says  Gi-attan  is  only  ti'aiiied  to  lonl 
politics,  but  he  himself  is  traincil  to  general  {lolitics.  to. 
MuleHt  and  pretty ! 

20I/1  JVVrntiftrr.  Mr.  O'Beirne,  of  count*-  LeitHm.  k  mum* 
btc  man.  C>i>g  takes  great  pains  ta  put  him  up  to  CatlKtlic  af- 
fairs, and  dues  it  extremely  well.  Gog  lucky  to-day :  ncvvrtrb 
an  opportunity  pass  to  convci-t  a  rountrj'  delegato^u  liicb  »• 
swers  two  ends ;  it  informs  them,  and  gives  him  an  inRunrr 
over  the  country  gentlemen.  O'Deimc  says  the  comtmin  peo- 
ple arc  up  in  high  spirits,  and  anxious  for  tlie  ewitt.  Brato ! 
Better  have  the  ]>ea»atitry  of  one  county  than  twenty  mcmlicn 
of  Parliament.  Gog  scorns  to-day  disjioset)  for  all  maiuutr  cf 
treason  and  miHcbief :  separation  of  the  countries,  &c. :  a  rcpab- 
lie,  Kc. ;  is  of  opinion  tliis  will  not  end  without  blows,  nnd  ttj^ 
be  forone  isrendy.  Is  he  ?  Mr.  Hutttmquite  prepared,  liaTing 
nothing  to  iowr.  Hard  at  work  on  the  appeal  to  the  pe<^e ; 
some  strong  attacks  on  the  Gi-and  Juries,  Kc.  Dumuurier  has 
beaten  the  Alisti^ans  at  Jemniape,  and  Mons  and  Xoumay  an 
the  fruits  of  his  ^ ictory.  Braio !  Come  t»  town  to  aiei4  Hit 
rommittc*  for  framing  the  new  corps.  The  whole  r.vtmiDS 
spentinsettlhigthc  uniform,  which  is  at  last  fixed  to  be  that  of  the 
— Gurde  JViafioiuite.  Isthat<)iiite  wise?  Who  cures?  The  parties 
do  not  seem  quite  hearty  in  the  business,  and  it  is  likely,  aflrr 
all,  the  coq>s  will  come  to  nothing.  This  night  fifty-four  menbcri 
pi-oposcd  ;  the  Protestants  bulfed  that  Mr.  Bynie's  Hons  arena! 
of  tlie  nunil>rr;  the  Catholics  that  more  of  Nappcu*  Tandyt 
friends  do  not  come  forward.  This  does  not  look  very  1 
Mr.  Hntton  a  little  disgusted.  No  body  universally, 
times  right,  except  that  truly  spirited  and  patriotic  chai 
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LETTERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1792. 

ixtraet  of  a  letter  of  Richard  Burke  to  the  CatlioUe  Sub-com- 
mittee, dated  17  th  Jane,  1792. 

**Tlie  transactions  of  last  winter,  on  the  most  undoubted  in- 
tmiatioii,  liave  made  no  impression  whatsoever^  to  tlie  disadvan- 
t^  of  the  Catholics,  on  tlie  English  Government,  whilst  the 
utiiority  of  tlieir  adrersai4e49  is  diminished.  Tlie  Irish  Govem- 
mmt  have  remonstrated  in  the  sti'ongest  manner  against  the 
ftrdier  interference  of  tlie  English  Government,  and  have  even 
insistiedy  as  a  right,  tliat  no  communication  shall  be  held  with 
the  Catholics,  except  thixnigh  tlieir  medium.  In  onler  to  enforce 
tUi  demand,  they  have  studiously  exaggerated  tlie  discontents 
dr  the  ruling  Protestants,  and  have  urged  tlie  difficulty,  if  not 
ifflpoBBibility,  of  carrj'ing  on  the  Goveniment  on  any  principle 
to  which  they  arc  decidedly  adverse.  The  means  they  passrss 
tQ  embarrass  (jovernment  by  tlie  jiassession  of  the  whole  state, 
are  held  out  as  an  insujierable  obstacle,  and  the  English  Minis- 
try are  thi^ateued  with  tlie  entire  respoasibility  of  tiie  c^nfii* 
nm  which  they  pi-etend  to  foi*esee,  in  case  that  Government 
dioald  persist  in  pressing  a  measure  in  favor  of  tlie  Catliolirs 
igainst  the  genci-al  sense  of  tlie  gri^at  {larliamentaiy  intei-esis. 
Such  are  the  arguments,  or  ratiier  tlie  menaces,  which  have 
been  employed  on  tlie  pai-t  of  tlie  Irish  Government  to  pi-eveut 
fhat  gpirit  of  just  and  liberal  jMlicy  which  has  taken  place  in 
Eni^and,  from  finding  its  way  into  Ii-eland. 

<*  Tlie  judgment,  tlie  desii-es,  tlie  power^  and  the  threats  of  all 
tiie  great  interests  who  have  ruled  Ireland  for  one  hundred  years, 
€QBilriiiDd  and  speaking  through  the  medium  of  its  Gk)vemment, 
■wt  be  wlioUy  disregarded,  and  set  at  defiance^  before  tlie 
JSngKah  Government  can  take  any  decided,  ostensible  part  in 
the  Catholic  emancipation. 

«<  It  would,  say  tliey ,  bo  absurd  in  Government  to  risque  its  se- 
oaitY  by  discontenting  the  great  mass  of  tlie  Prote-stant  inter- 
9^  fiir  the  sake  of  a  people  who  have  no  real  power,  either  to 
Government  or  to  suppoii:  it  The  Catholics,  how- 
numerousy  must  be  considered  as  a  loose,  disorderly  multi- 
witbout  unanimity  or  subordination,  and  of  no  real  conse* 
Vm.  1.^27 
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qiience.  Tliat  long  lia!jiT>  of  depression  on  the  one  ^ide,  vd 
tht*  rxcluT>ive  rxiTcise  of  all  riAii  tunrtions  on  the  other,  lavf 
given  the  Protestants  a  (kriileil  superioritv  in  vigor  and  cC- 
liency.  That  the  demands  of  the  Catliolics.doncyt  proceed  bwm 
tlie  general  sense  of  oppivssion  i>en-ading  the  people  at  laip^ 
but  are  in  fact  oiilv  the  disrontents  of  a  few :  and  that. 
the  Catholics  may  appear  to  embody  and  assume  a 
aspect,  they  will  retuiTi  into  their  foimer  state  of  passive 
qiiillitVy  the  moment  the  Irish  Government  begin  to  exer 
selves  :  the  Catholics  having  notliing  but  tbera?9elves  to 
upon.  In  a  word,  the  real  political  strength  and  power  of  bf- 
land  reside  in  the  Pi-otestaiits  essentially,  and,  against  tfaeauK 
thereof,  it  is  in  vain  for  any  English  Minister  to  contend* 

••  Tlie  Catiiolics  may  itIv  ujMin  it,  that  no  obstacle  whatsoenr 
to  their  emancipation,  has  or  Mill  cc»me  from  England.  Batk 
cannot  flatter  himself,  at  tlie  pi'esent  moment,  though  he  doci 
not  altogether  despair  of  it.  tliat  tlie  English  Government  vifl 
take  any  active  part  in  favor  of  the  Catholics.  On  their  abifitT 
to  coiM*  w  ith  the  Protestant  ascendency,  every  thing  tnms :  fav 
if  tliey  be  not  able,  it  wrnild  scaxrely  be  in  the  power  of  tte 
English  Government  to  impi'ove  their  situation,  without  le- 
cun*ing  to  direct  force ;  winch  it  would  be  vain  fur  the  CatfaoBcR 
to  expect. 

*'If  M.  O.  and  his  pai-ty  be  too  much  for  the  Catholics  the 
business  is  at  an  end.  They  have  notliing  to  do  but  to  recom- 
nund  themselves  as  well  as  they  can  to  the  ruling  painty;  a  po- 
licy not  unwoithy  tlie  r(msidei*ation  of  judicious  men,  andwoald 
pr-oiiably  he  reconnnended  by  many  pei-sons  of  weight  and  con- 
dition. It  certainly  has  its  advantages,  and  if  the  Catiiolics  gaia 
nothing,  they  will  lose  nothing  by  it. 

••  On  intimidating  the  Catholics,  the  Irish  Government  chiellT 
rrly.    But  though  they  may  threaten,  they  will  not  strike  :  for 

thi*y  must  use  the  power  of  the which  will  not  be 

i^rantid  to  them  for  such  a  purpose.'* 

•'Inducer  to  •Mr.  Richard  Burke^  {written  by  my  father.) 

Sir:  THie  Suli -committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have 
l»cen  favored  with  your  letter,  dated  the  irth  June  last.  From 
ihat  letter  the  committee  learns,  with  very  great  regret,  that. 
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uoiwithfltaiidiiig  your  zeal  and  6x01*110114  in  tlieir  bclialf,  the  cnc- 
mitstothe  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  have,  for  thepiTscnt, 
in  a  great  degree  succeeded ;  that  the  Government  hei*c  have 
remonstrated  in  the  sti-ongest  manner,  against  the  finllicr  in- 
terference of  the  English  Ministers,  and  have  even  insiste<l  as 
a  right,  that  no  communication  should  be  held  witli  ns,  except 
thmgh  tiie  medium  of  themselves;  and  that  nu^naces  liave 
ken  used,  it  should  seem  successfully,  to  quell  the  spirit  of  just 
and  liberal  policy,  ^*hich  h<is  taken  place  in  England,  by  thi-eat- 
cning  Ministers  thei«  with  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  con- 
iBiNi,  which  ouradmiiusti*ation  pretends  to  foi*esee,  should  they 
persist  in  pressing  a  measure  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  against 
Ik  general  sease  of  the  great  pariiamentaiy  interests.  It  is, 
hmever,  some  consolation  to  the  connnittee  tliat  you  desire  ns 
to  rdf  upon  it,  that  no  obstacle  whatever  to  our  emancipation, 
has  or  will  come  from  tlie  pail  of  Govemment  in  England, 
whose  liberality  towai-ds  us  we  shall  ever  remember  with  gi*ati- 
twie  and  aficction. 

Among  tlic  variety  of  disagi*eeable  consequences  resulting 
fitmi  the  success  of  our  ad  versiu'ies  in  pi-ocuring  this  at  least,  neu- 
trality of  the  British  Ministers,  it  is  not  the  least  pivjiidicial  to 
our  cause,  nor  mortifying  to  our  feelings,  that  it  pi'cvcnts  us  from 
deriving  the  advantages  whicli  would,  under  more  favoi*able  cir- 
cumstancesy  result  fnmi  your  jiei'soiial  efforts.    We  ivgiTt  to 
Ind  by  your  letter,  that  the  determination  of  Ministei*s  in  Eng- 
land is  such  as  to  render  all  fuilher  ap])lication  to  them  useless, 
at  least  uutilf  by  our  own  exertions,  we  may  liecome  an  object 
nf  sufficient  magnitude,  again  to  attract  their  attention. 

The  committee  is  sensible  of  the  justice  of  your  observations 
on  tteir  present  state  and  future  conduct.  W>  know  that  iin- 
pntatioiis  have  been  often  tlirown  out,  as  if  we  sliould  not  speak 
An  sense  of  the  whole  Catholic  ]XH)ple.  We  have  repeatedly  felt 
ttn  finroe  of  that  objection,  and  several  of  our  body  have,  in 
disoourac  with  you,  often  state«I  the  inconvenience,  and  our  de- 
teadnation  to  adopt  such  measui'es  as  might  pi-event  the  )M>ssi- 
Uil;yof  such  imputations  arising  in  futuit%  We  know  it  will 
gifie  you  great  pleasure  to  hear,  as  it  does  us  to  he  able  to  inform 
jaOf  that  such  measures  have  l)een  uiireniittingly  and  success- 
-  IliBj  pursued  since  your  depai-tuit!,  and  are  now  so  far  advanced 
flit  to  be  TCiy  near  completion.    We  have  strong  hopes  that  tlie 
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event  of  these  measures  nil)  be  such  us  to  c1iaiig«  th«  piWMirt 
I  determination  of  tlie  British  Minister,  to  n'lnove  the  rentnuiii 
laid  on  them  by  our  Giieniip.s  bere,  anil  Ui  cnabln  llicm  tu  fiiUnv 
the  liberal  dictates  of  their  hearts,  hy  interfering  actiixl;  lo 
forward  our  emancipation. 

If,  as  we  liave  every  reason  to  esjiert,  tlic  plan  we  toeditiilc 
proves  successful,  we  shall  again  be  enabled  in  mtvo  and  to 
gratify  ourselves,  by  calling  into  action  the  zeal  and  obilitj  tt 
our  friends,  in  tlie  number  of  wliicli,  and  ninnngHt  Ote.  foriMiMMt 
the  Sub-committoc  will  ever  witli  pride,  gratitude,  and  aS!c^ctitm$ 
record  the  name  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  tlic  mean  time,  and  daring 
this  suspension  of  negotiations  at  your  side  of  the  'i\ater,  the 
committee  arc  persuaded  tliat,  if  any  ocrurrcnre  tiik<-s  plarr, 
which  may  influence  their  concerns,  you  will  give  tlH>ni  aucli 
information  as  your  time  and  other  avocations  may  admit. 


•Xole  of  Mr.  Gratfaiu 


4 


Dear  8in :  I  was  favoi-ed  w  ith  your  letter,  and  mach  in- 
formed  by  the  correspondence.  I'M  take  care  to  retui-n  tlic  pa- 
pers in  a  few  posts,  with  many  tlianks.  1  am,  dear  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant, 

H.  GRATTAN. 


Letters  Jrom  Colofifl  Barry  to  TkfiAatd  ff'olfe  Tone,  Ssq. 


The  SStit  regiment  is  to  be  reviewed  Tuesday,  at  10  o*c 
vhich  notice  I  give  you,  if  you  wish  to  sec  us.     I  have  « 
reason  to  believe  the  independent  lieutenancies  will  be  tmm 
atcly  given  away.     Fi'om  hence  I  shall  go  to  Lord  Welles,  lu 
acquaint  him  with  tltis,  if  his  Lwdship  will  do  any  lUing  for 
our  friend  Russell,     Yours,  sincerely. 

U.  BARRT.J 

Ortat  tongford  strut,  Sunday,  May  8I&. 


MvDe.vrSir:  Sincereceiwngyourlctterofthe7tfa,inf a  

consideration  has  been,  in  what  manner  it  wotdd  be  best  for  aw 


'Irs,  lu 
»S  for I 

roTM  1 
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to  ttn  ftt  accomplishing  your  wish ;  and  this^  after  much  thought, 
I  u  ofoj^ion  is  most  likely  to  be  done  by  dcreiring  my  appli- 
cifion  to  Lord  Rawdon  till  my  return  to  England ;  which  will 
he  cither  the  end  of  next  month*  or  the  beginning  of  July,  when 
I  can,  to  more  advantage,  personally  prefer  it,  and  state  to  his 
Lordriiip  the  talents  you  possess,  the  experience  in  public  affairs 
vhich  you  have  acquired,  and  the  real  use  to  which  those  quali- 
tin  would  apply.  His  Lordsliip's  desire  to  serve  such  a  man,  I 
CttBot  doubt;  but  his  present  ability,  or  his  not  having  some 
odNf  gentleman  in  the  situation  you  aim  at,  arc  points  on  which 
I  Mtt  confess  I  have  many  fears,  as  has  My  Lady  Granard, 
vilh  lihom  I  have  taken  tlie  liberty  of  generally  consulting  on 
fteirigect  To-morrow  I  go  for  Gal  way*  to  join  my  regiment; 
M  Hnertf  and  everywhere*  you  will  find  me  your  ready  and 
tulUal  servant,  H.  BARRY. 

CtuOe  Forbes,  May  nth,  1792. 


Mr  Deab  Sni :  Having,  fi-om  Castle  Forbes,  fully  answer- 
ed your  letter,  I  shall  say  no  more  on  its  intei*esting  subject,  but 
pioceed  to  that  of  this.  Mr.  Hamian*  member  for  the  roimty  of 
Longfcyrd,  bring  created  a  Peer,  an  election  for  one  in  his  room 
ttost  shortly  take  place.    He  puts  up  Mr.  Barnes  Harman,  a 
iflati<m  of  Ub  own,  and  My  Loi*d  Granard  opposes  to  him  Mr. 
Sandys,  whom  if  you  can  serve,  either  by  your  influence  in 
Dublin,  or  writing,  it  will  certainly  be  an  acceptable  thing 
to  the  party  you  act  witli.   If  you  called  on  Lady  Moira  with 
thia^  she  will  inform  you  of  all  circumstances,  and  it  would  be 
besty  in  whatever  you  do,  to  take  her  Ladyship^s  opinions,  which 
f  have^  on  all  occasions,  found  to  be  tlie  best  I  could  adopt    It 
is  nBedlcBS  to  say  this  is  a  secret  letter.   I  am  not  witliout  ho])es 
Ifcat  annething  for  tiie  present  may  be  settled  for  you  by  the 
paHj  yoQ  act  with,  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  in  a  manner 
yoa  would  approve.    I  mentioned  it,  and  the  great  use  you  are 
o(  to  Lord  Granard.    If  I  did  wrong,  zeal  was  tlie  cause,  and 

ttttt  yon  will  pardon  to  your  faithful  servant, 

H.  BARRY. 

thOwajif  May  lAih,  1792. 

P.  8.  Toa  may  talk  freely  with  Lady  Moira,  and  open  to  her 
your  Bitad  and  situation.    It  would  be  wise. 


\ 
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Mv  Deab  Tonx:  Ton  would  have  tieard  irom  ni«  fiooncr.  if 
I  had  had  any  thing  jiloasaiit  or  useful  to  iinjiHi-t.  Yiwr  wiahc* 
are  80  much  mine,  that  I  ran  ni-ver  neglect  tlwm.  On  g«tlinf 
here,  I  laid  jour  letters  befon-  Lord  Kandon.  wbo  was  tnudi 
pleased  witii  their  style  and  sentiment.1,  but  cannot  at  piTscM 
avail  liimsctf  of  the  tidents  of  tlieir  WTittfr,  as  he  lia*  uIkmIt 
uith  Iiim  a  gentleman  in  tlie  line  it  waa  your  object  t«i  be  p 
In.  I  tlitnk  it  likely  liin  Lordship  nil!  Im*  in  Dublin  sikui  :  i 
in  that  case,  an  ynu  mv  well  known  at  Moira  Iloust',  why  i 
call  nhen  he  is  tliere  !  I  will  write,  eitiiei-  to  Lntly  Moiru  «rl 
Lady  Gi-anard,  to  make  your  inlruduction  pleastuit.  As  yoa 
kindly  take  an  interest  both  in  Uussell  and  mywlf.  you  will  b» 
pleased  to  hear  uur  guod  friend  Colonel  Knux  is  <iii  liLs  p 
home.  In  politics  tliei-e  is  at  tills  period  nothing  agrvcablr. 
poor  Poles,  and  tlic  distracted  Fi-ench,  I  feel  for  tlicm.  as  I  a 

re  you  do.     Yours,  most  ti-uU. 

II.  HARKY. 

UItU  Ryder  slreel.  ^ug.  iOtfi,  i:k. 


Y  Dear  Sir:  Really  I  have  been  so  much  hurried  of  lal 

liot  to  have  had  time  to  tliank  you  for  your  very  kind.  loni 

full,  and  inforniuig  lcttt>r  of  the  5th  pest,  which  by  the  tiyc,  d 
not  get  to  me  till  the  2rth.    1  lind.  by  a  letter  from  Liurtl  Ra« 
don,  tliat  he  left  Donnington  yesterday,  and  proceeded  foi*  y m 
kingdom.   1  know  tlio  rcs])cct  which  you  justly  cntei-lain  for  U 
Lordship's  abilities  and  chai-acter ;  a  resjiect  %vliicli  iimkes  jia 
naturally  wish  to  be  known  to  Idni.   If  yon  call  at  Moira  lint 
on  Lady  Granard,  witli  my  re^iiects,  I  can  assure  you  »lie  « 
receive  you  very  kindly,  and  give  you  as  favorable  an  iiitrodiK 
tion  as  you  could  wisli,  to  her  brotlier.  If  you  think  fit,  you  s 
show  tills  letter  to  her  Ladyship.    Colonel  Rno.\,  of  whom  y 
have  so  oflen  heard  Russell  and  myself  apeak,  i.->  ju.<it  rctun 
from  India ;  hut  as  he  is  not  yet  tired  witli  voyaging,  wc 
togetlicr.  on  Tuesday  next,  to  make  the  tour  of  Holland,  n  b 
we  shall  conclude  by  going  to  Brussels,  where,  if  I  [tick  up  a 
essential  news,  or  political  infni-mation,  ynu  shall  ha^c  what  I 
so  get.     I  exjiect  to  be  back  here  by  tlie  end  of  tliis,  or  bcgili< 
ning  of  next  month.  Witli  e^ery  sentiment  of  true  e^tifcm,  I  i 
obliged  and  laitliful  sei-vant, 

n.  BARRV. 
\UU  Ryder  street,  8e])t.  Tth,  17!1:I. 
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Mr  Deab  Toifs:  I  have  just  been  with  Lord  Rawdon^  who 

caw  yesterday  to  town.   I  sliowed  him  your  last  letter,  and  ho 

kid  me  say  he  thinks  soon  to  be  in  Ireland,  wliere  he  will  wish 

to  see  you.   Should  his  Lordsliip  be  unexpectedly  hindered  in 

this  intention,  it  will  be  from  causes  which  may  make  him  more 

Mr  an  interview ;  but,  in  that  case,  you  shall  hear  from  me 

^gafak  It  is  needless  to  add,  tliis  is  a  seci*et  letter*   To-morrow  I 

gD  witli  Colonel  Knox  to  Brussels,  but  liope  to  be  back  in  four 

« Ive  weeks. — Yours,  truly, 

U.  BARRY. 

UHk  Ruder  uiruU  Sept.  12, 1792. 


Mt  Dear  Sir:  Owing  to  my  having  remained  on  the  conti- 
iMt  longer  tlian  I  intended  when  I  wrote  last,  I  had  not  tlie 
pleasure  of  yours  of  tlie  7th  ult  till  thi-ee  days  since,  as  it  was 
nocfiirwarded  till  there  was  certainty  of  my  return ;  which  ac- 
counts for  my  not  having  sooner  thanked  you  for  the  clear  and 
interesting  information  whicii  you  have  kindly  afforded  me«   I 
Bore  than  think  the  astonisliing  success  of  Fi*ance  must  have  a 
pMral  effect  in  melioi*ating  all  the  European  Grovemments. 
hdand,  which  has  as  many  grievances  to  be  redressed  as  any 
<ither  country,  will,  no  doubt,  come  into  her  peaceable  sliare  of 
id^'antages.  Your  friends,  tlic  Roman  Catliolirs,  (I  might  call 
ftem  my  friends,  since  no  roan  has  been  moi*e  anxious  to  ad- 
vance their  just  cause,)  must  see  this,  and  the  certainty  of  final 
mocdM  must  induce  tliem  to  present  tranquillity.   Both  here  and 
viiii  yea.  Government  must,  and  that  soon,  yield  much  to  the 
gBwnl  wish  of  the  people,  which  Ls  becoming  so  unanimous 
aod  manifest  that  it  cannot  long  be  witlistood ;  so  that  there 
mmm  no  other  mode  of  pi*eserving  the  British  constitution  but 
If  pnifying  its  practice^  and  reverting  to  its  elementary  prin- 
In  this,  my  friend,  we  have  a  great  advantage  over 
She  was  without  a  constitution,  and  had  no  guides 
rer  to  direct  her  in  the  road  to  freedom,  and  hence,  the 
mhifpjr  deviations  and  excesses  which  have  perplexed  and  mark- 
fliher  joumey ;  but,  surely,  tliat  must  now  cease,  as  she  is  within 
•Cite  dtjm  I  am  not  one  of  tliose  (of  whom  tlierc  are  many, 
ftom  ignorance  and  design,)  who  confound  tlie  means  witli 
Ihe  rady  and,  because  they  find  the  first  incidentally  bad,  ron- 
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elude  that  tlip  las(  must  be  i-ntliCRlly  vicious.  1  detc^  craelty. 
(whirl),  by  the  way,  is  iitscp.ii-able  from  d<-!rpotism. )  but  1  so  Ion 
liberty,  as  to  think  it  miinot  be  obtmneil  by  a  nation  at  tonlugh 
a  price.  Anil  bait  the  loss  iiiid  calnniities  in  Franrc  t)c«ii  tnUe 
\>liBt  they  wej-e,  tlie  I'lTedom  of  twenty-four  millions  or  tiumaa 
botiigs,  and  tliat  of  their  potrterity,  would  not  have  bwn  di«rly 
purchased.  Such  are,  and  ever  have  bet-n.  my  !*eiitituet)t»  m 
this  interesting  subject.  I  am  sure  thryconcumitli  yours,  and 
I  only  state  lliem  to  pitive,  tliat  nhen  I  sjx-ak,  an  now,  for  Jim 
moderafioti,  (no  solecism  tliis,  1  hope,)  it  is  from  tlte  convictiua 
tliat  it  is  not  only  a  safe  but  a  cei-tnin  way  of  obtaining  the  ob- 
ject. The  wish  you  kin<lly  have,  and  it  bt  mtitual.  Ibr  ns  to 
meet,  I  now  hope  will  he  soon  acroniplished,  as  it  U  likely  some 
privale  business  will  call  nic  to  Ireland  about  Chi'istmas,  befoit 
when  I  nmst  pn&s  some  time  wttli  Lord  Ruwdon.  at  Donnuig- 
ton,  whom  I  have  not  had  tiie  satLsfaction  to  see  e' 
and  witti  whom  I  am  impatient  to  hold  much  convorsiiti 
Hpccting  your  details  of  public  aflaii's. 

Esteem  mc  ever  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

U.  BABfi^ 

UtlU  Rgder  ak-eeU  JVbv,  36fA,  1702. 


OS,  vriwr 
DonlUBg- 


LcUer  frnm  LaiUj  .Moira,  Cuunkss  of  fliinthteiloii,  {uiolhfrafHtt 
present  ^larqins  uf  Jlaslhigs,)  to  ff'in.  Todd  JoRfs,  J~ 


ythfrafm     ij 
eliahp!^ 


Lord  Moira*  will  be  happy  to  sec  you,  Mr.  Tone,  and  1 
Russell)  to-mori'ow,  to  diimer,  and,  as  you  know  I  i 
sense  in  whatever  drapery  it  pi-csents  itself,  of  religion  or  party, 
I  need  not  add  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  one  person,  whom  I  knMr 
to  be  sensible  and  p1ca.sant,  and  another,  whom  I  bavtt  ti 
fi-om  u  vei-y  good  Judge  (my  friend  Col.  Barry)  to  be  e 
BO.    As  to  yourself,  you  know  I  haic  been  amazed  with ^ 
eccentricities  from  tlie  time  you  were  three  feel  high, 
making  a  democrat  of  me,  that,  you  must  foe  persuadedf'l 
fhiitlcss  hope :  for.  to  keep  my  Mancbe  and  Clarence  nmi^a 
more  probable  I  should  turn  Amazon,  and.  having  the  hla 
Hugh  Capet  in  my  veins,  am,  from  nature,  a  finn  Jrisl 


'Pitfaer  of  th«  preient  Mirqui*  of  Hattings. 
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i'-ur  and^cc  personsordificrcntscntiimcnt3;ivIiat- 
frflrrtjiiti  occupies  the  mind,  and  wlien  thefer\'or 
il)u<iiaii.s  of  fancy  arc  jiast  and  gone  by  elapse  of 
')lt  rMitiii-c  a  variety  of  social  intercourse  witli 
itH,  to  krcp  olf  that  precise  ob^itinacy  too  aptto 
life.  1  am  not  a  convci'tiblc,  but  a  I'ational 
IhatdiKposition,  and  my  fricndsiiip riv  you*  Ishall 
tu  yon  not  to  be  lianged  for  tiTasonable  practi- 
-amci  time,  knowing  of  how  little  consequence  ad- 
■-■*  it  Kuitfs  the  incttiiation  of  tlie  pei-sou  who  receives 
in;  self  it  will  have  that  weight  witliyou,  tliat  you 
I  lliat  it  is  the  worst  use  a  man  can  put  his  carcase 
III  of  liifl  mind. — Company  arc  waiting  forme  intiie 
Ki,  tluTcfofc  do  excuse  the  liaste  of  yaur  friend,  in 
'  libing  E.  M.  U.  kc.  &c.  &c. 


.  f  fnm  Lord  Jiawdon  to  Theobald  Wolfe  l\mt,  Esq. 

•i  S(b:  I  beg  toti-oublc  you  with  the  enclosed  for  Lady 
lunl  Ff^pcatiiig  my  prafesHion  how  hap|iy  1  shall  be  if 
tances  may,  at  any  time,  empower  me  to  solicit  tlic  aid 
abilities,  1  have  tlic  honor  to  remain  votir  nioRtobedient 
BAWDON. 


rf  Utters  from  the  United  Irishmen  of  Belfast,  to  T. 
If.  Tone,  Esq. 

■  fiia:  I  have  hecn  favored  with  both  your  letters,  and 
Ik.i^nf  ooianiunif^teil  them  to  our  society,  and  also  to  your  inaie 
l^lWTliMliii  acqualiitaiices.  I  am  happy  to  lia^c  it  in  my  power  to 
I  you  tlial  ynu  have  bceu  misinformed  respecting  tlic  dif- 
tn  that  arose  in  our  society,  on  tlie  ailo]ition  of  the  test  It 
I,  ut  any  time,  deadly  to  onr  common  hopes  or  to  our 
a  interest.  The  gentlemen  u  ho  disliked  it,  parted  with 
fe  In  good  humour,  and  hai  o  since  formed  a  third  society,  wlio 
e  adopted  our  declaration  unanimously.  Our  principles  are 
HGiitnilcd,  and  have  taken  such  firm  1*001,  tliat  no  lempo- 
ncc  can  be  in  the  least  injurious  to  imr  cause,  With 
Vfll-  I— 2R 
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resppct  to  iJiP  tt'st,  I  (Viffev  ft-nni  joti,  aiid  am  (ii-tiiTy  conriorai 
in  my  own  mind  of  Uic  nccoBHity  uf  one.  I  consider  it  as  a  sb- 
Irmn  oath,  an  a  religious  engagL-nictit,  in  uliirh  we  pledge  mtr- 
8clve)4,  ill  tlie  presence  of  Goil.  to  our  rountry.  Wo  Iiave  bcanl 
of  villaiits  engaging  tliemHclvfs  to  eacb  uUicr  iiy  an  o«ali,  but 
wliat  were  their  oaths  ?  Tlicy  were  inipi-ccatinns.  We  are  fa- 
gaged  in  a  niTiV  husincsB,  more  serious  than  any  tliat  c\Tr  en- 
gaged Ii-ialimcn ;  and  ran  wo  commence  it  too  serinusly  f  Tt* 
man  who  would  sign  our  declaration,  but  n^fusp  to  sweair  to  ad- 
here to  its  engagements,  I  despise;  but  tic  who  doubts  rcRpcTtiBf 
the  construction  of  the  phraseology  of  tlie  oath,  I  respect.  Take 
it  on  yoiu-  own  ground,  and  you  wiU  find  that  we  cannot  be  bnand 
sufficiently  by  a  sense  of  common  wrongs  and  itijiiries.  Onr 
wrongs  and  injuries  are.  in  many  respects,  dissimilar ;  wc  are 
composed  of  men  in  different  situations,  and  whose  views  hate 
hitherto  been  dii-ected  to  different  objects. 

With  respect  to  an>oatli  being  a  stumbling  block  to  admissioa, 
I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  better  some  s)iou)<l  ^tumble  at  the 
threslihold,  thaifinour  chambers.  Let  us  look  to  volunteering; 
it  was  tiU^cn  up  by  tJie  same  men  who  take  up  the  present  hazi- 
ness— by  tlie  middle  clas.s ;  the  great  strenuously  op|x)scd  it  fee 
a  while :  yet,  when  matters  ramc  to  a  crisis,  tliey  abaadoned 
the  cause  ui  whicii  they  wei-e  engaged.  Let  us  not  clo^  Mir  gitft 
at  this  early  period  nitli  the  backwardness  of  lukewarm  nes> 
They  camiot  assist  us. 

I  admit  the  oath  is  not  as  simple  as  it  might  be,  but  It  conUinv 
no  idea  but  what  perfectly  corresponds  with  our  diielaratiaa. 
The  reason  for  oiip  taking  it  was  not  mei"e!y  to  satisfy  our  C«» 
tholic  bretlireii.  but  to  give  tliem  an  answer  to  any  toed  of  Ga- 
vemmetit  wlio  might  say  we  were  not  serious.  In  tlie  yttsuA 
state  of  affaii-s,  tlic oath  needs  no  amendment;  for  tticm  tlMtd» 
not  like  it,  may  enter  thetliird  suricty.  We  are  sufBcientJy  m* 
merous  for  ait  assembly  of  men,  who  have  nut  been  accustonwd 
to  die  necessary  order  which  takes  pliwe  in  a  deliberative  Imly ; 
t  would  not  wish  to  see  us  more  numerous,  and  an  additioMal 

(wiety  woii!J  pi-oduce  a  better  effect  

We  all  consider  ourselves  obliged  by  the  wann  Interest  J 
lake  ill  our  welfaiv,  and  ai-e  jjersiiaded  that  it  was  yoi 
which  induced  you  to  caution  us  so  earnestly  against  tlie  t 
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■l)iit  uiir  situation  bring  sii  diffciriit  I'mni  what  you  wn-e  loil  Ui 
rlH'Ucvc,  I  am  persuailcil  )oii  nill  agree  lluit  wc  hIkju))!  i-oiii:iin 
fl  wc  BIV.  II.    S. 

aCM  Jan.  170-2. 


I 


By  last  tiiglit's  post,  ijitcUigcncc  caiiio  that  MM.  ButU-r  iOid 
Tandy  bad  bt-cii  onlcivd  intii  the  cualotly  of  tlie  Hci-gcaiit-at- 
As  it  may  lie  ray  fate,  I  must  beg  tlic  favor  of  you  to 
give  mc  tlic  earliest  intelligence,  if  such  an  order  ahouM  bUie 
|>laee.  We  arc  beginning  to  cool  aftei-  tlie  eiigagcmeiit  at  tlie 
town  meeting.  Our  cause  gains  ground  but  slowly.  We  arc 
^ing  to  rcipubliHli  the  address  of  Uie  General  Committee  of  Ute 
Catholics  to  the  I'rotestants,  wllb  a  joint  address  prefixed  by 
our  titrec  societies  here.    I  Uiink  it  will  liave  an  excellent  cHi-cl. 

R.  S. 

24ih  Feb.  1793. 


Beifast,  7th  April,  1792. 
Sib:  Impressed  witli  the  most  lively  sense  of  your  manifold 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  emancipating  the  Catlioiics  of  this 
kingdom  from  their  degraded  situation,  it  is  with  peculiar  plea- 
sure I  transmit  you  the  enclose-il  resolutions  of  tlie  Catholics  of 
tbia  town,  and  at  the  same  time  do  myself  the  honor  of  tliaiiking 
you.  individually,  fl)r  your  unwearieil  endeavors  to  obtain  an 
wleiiuate  represetitAtion  of  all  ihc  people  of  tills  kingdom  in 
parliament.  Your  efforts,  aiilcd  by  Uie  voice  of  millions,  will,  in 
a  short  time,  prevail.  Tlie  sun  of  8U|>erstition  and  intolerance 
is  set ;  the  die  is  rasl,  atul  Ireland  will  be  free-  Persevere  flien, 
sir,  in  a  cause  so  noble  and  praisewortliy ;  it  is  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering millions,  and  the  cause  of  reason  :  it  is  tlic  cause  of  God, 
who  has  finally  doomed  that  Ireland  shall  be  i-erkoncd  amongst 
nations  of  the  carlJi. 

I  am,  sir,  wiOi  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  vci-j-  obnlient  inimbic  servant, 
JAMES  MOONET. 
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To  Mr.  JUboney,  Chairman  of  the  Catholics  of  BdfasU 

Sir  :  I  I'cqucst  you  will  ofler  to  your  fcUow-cituBensy  tihe  Ca- 
ttiolics  or  Belfast,  my  thanks  for  the  honor  which  fhey  haTe 
done  me,  by  noticing  my  humble  endeavors  in  their  cause.  I  cam 
only  i*egrct  that  these  endeavors  fell  so  infinitely  short  ot  my 
zealy  and  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  tlie  question. 

It  is  witli  singulai'  satisfaction  that  I  behold  the  progresSf  ra- 
pid beyond  my  most  sanguine  hopes,  whicli  Catliolic  emancipa- 
tion is  making  in  the  public  mind.  What  was  your  situatiioii» 
even  six  months  6inc«?  And  wliat  is  it  now?  Let  the  compari- 
son excite  you  to  a  steady  pei'scvei'ance  in  tiiat  line  of  conduct 
which  has,  instantaneously  it  may  be  said,  accomplislied  so  great 
a  change.  Be  temperate,  be  spiiited,  and  be  firm ;  you  must  be 
successful. 

I  beg  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  polite  manner  in 
which  you  have  communicated  the  i-esolutions  to  me. 

I  am,  &c. 

.9pril  Uth,  1792. 

J^ote  of  the  Editor.  —A  number  of  letters  follow  from  that  date  to  that  of 
the  meeting^  of  the  Catholic  Grand  Committee,  in  the  beg^nninp  of  Decen- 
ber.  They  all  recount  the  rapid  pro^reM  of  the  Society  in  the  Northg  the 
gradual  conversion  of  the  Presbyterian  population,  from  principles  of  bigotij, 
persecution,  and  separation,  to  those  of  union  and  reform ;  the  efforta  of  tome 
of  the  Aristocracy  to  oppose  them,  and  the  decline  of  their  influence,  erea 
in  their  own  neig^hborhood;  and  request  from  him  occasional  squibi^  repfieib 
esiavs,  &c. 


Dear  Sir  :  At  tlic  request  of  Mr.  Tooling,  who  is  a  delegate 
from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  county,  a  number  of  us  met 
him  to  day  at  the  Donegal  Arms.  An  idea  had  been  started  by 
Dr.  Ryan,  that  the  Catliolic^  should  confine  their  petition  to  the 
elective  franchise  for  counties,  and  Tooling  wished  to  know  our 
sentiments  on  that  point  in  Belfast.  We  wei*c  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  of  the  CatJiolics  ought  not  to  be  confined 
in  any  degree,  but  extended  to  every  grievance*  A  doubt  was 
tlien  started  by  Tecling,  that,  as  the  Catholic  delegates  were  in- 
structed only  on  two  points,  they  ought  to  confine  tlicmselves  to 
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fliese  points  alone,  elective  franchise  and  trial  by  jury.  A  de- 
bate ensued,  tliCi*csultof  which  was,  that  tlie  Catholic  delegates 
should  frame  a  petition  in  general  terms,  similar  to  the  Uelfa^t 
petition  for  tiie  removal  of  cvciy  grievance,  and  refer  it  back  to 
their  constituents^for  their  ai)probation,  and  then  bring  it  forwai*d, 
in  the  name  of  the  Catiiolics  of  Ireland.  We  were  unanimously 
of  c^inion  that  this  ought  to  be  the  line  pursued  by  tlic  Catholic 
delegates,  and,  as  it  w  ill  be  proposed  by  Tceling,  I  thought  I 
could  not  do  less  tlian  acquaint  you  of  it,  tliat  tlie  Catiiolics 
may  be  prepared  on  tlio  question.   I  am  «iiro  it  is  light. 

We  are  going  on  here  witli  boots  of  seven  leagues,  and  will 
soon  be  at  liberty  and  equality.  We  desired  citizen  Tecling  to 
assure  his  brother  delegates,  that  they  may  depend  on  a  petition 
from  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  tliat  tlic  ij*eeholders  will  in- 
struct their  repi-escntativcs  to  suppoi*t  the  Catholic  petition. 

II.  S. 


Belfast,  215/  JVbr.  179:2. 

Deab  Tone  :  It  gives  uh  much  pleasure  to  fnid  you  ai*e  going 
on  so  well ;  you  really  manage  tilings  wonderfully,  considering 
that  you  are  Papists,  and,  of  coui*se,  wicked  and  ignorant  scoun- 
drels. 

As  to  the  spirit  and  determination  of  our  fncnds  in  Dublin, 
we  expected  much,  and  we  are  not  disapiiointed.  In  genei*al 
throughout  Ireland,  you  have  spoken  well  too ;  but  I  have  to 
remai'k  to  you,  from  myself,  that,  if  we  arc  to  judge  by  their 
ne\vspapers,  the  people  of  Cork,  Galway,  Limerick,  and  Wa- 
terford,  are  by  no  means  friendly  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the  people's 
sovereignty.  I  do  not  blame  tliem  for  not  joining  us  in  hallooing 
up  the  French,  for  there  are  many  things  in  their  conduct,  that, 
nndcr  all  circumstances  of  the  case,  cannot  be  very  acceptable 
to  an  Irish  Catholic  But  I  blame  them,  severely  blame  tliem, 
for  attacking  the  principlCf  and  I  fear  they  are  far  behind  you, 
and  by  no  means  ripe  yet  It  is,  however,  to  be  understoo<l  that 
I  speak  under  correction,  on  a  iwint  I  do  not  so  well  know,  as 
Um  to  whom  I  write. 

Ton  can  form  no  conception  of  the  rapid  progi-css  of  union 
ImTy  and  I  do  assure  you  we  ar*^  farther  forward,  than  even  I 
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expected  we  should  liave  been  in  n  twelvemonth.    The  onirf^raa) 
question  tlu-oughout  the  counti^  in.  When  do  we  hegin  f  do  vt 
\  refuse  hcartli  money,  or  tjthcs  first?" 

Ah  to  a  jx-tition  in  your  favor,  it  will  go  from  Bclfaxl*  a  Hit- 
Tol  copy  of  that  which  Mr.  Latouciic  kicked  out :  and  I  brJicvc 
by  January,  wc  arc  pcrfwtly  safe  in  calling  a  meeting  of  the 
country  Antrim  ;  I  iim  taking  sonm  ateps  to  prejMU-e  Tor  it.  I 
should  imagine  the  ])ctition  from  Anti-im,  will  be  approving  your 
conduct,  and  praying  rcdrcsn  genei-aily.  I  will  vn-itc  to  vm 
about  the  county  Domi  in  a  few  days.  Luke  Telling,  one  of 
the  county  inrmhers  Ut  your  committee,  dtiies  here  to-inorrov 
witli  ua,in  order  to  i-eceive  instructions;  aye,  to  receive  inxtnc- 
tionSf  for  he  says  he  m  ill  repraiK-nt  the  county  faitJilullv 

SAMUEL  NKIl'sOS 


DbaiiFki.i.ow-sla.ve  :  AtafiillmeetingoftlieHelectthiAi 
ing.  the  answer  was  immediately  agreed  to,  and  I  was  oi- 
to  forward  it  to  yon  hy  tills  [wst   Take  notice,  I  wrote  it 
word  by  word,  at  the  desire  of  the  meeting,  and  we  are  si) 
equally  wai-ni  and  decided  in  the  measure.   Russell  was  prcseiU, 
and  will,  on  Siuiday,  take  up  with  him  resolutions  froni  oari 
cieties  to  this  effect   We  saw  yours  to  the  Tamier.    Our 
sengci-s  will'let  you  know  our  whole  mind,  and  be  so  conii 
sensical  as  to  deduct  notliing  from  those  facts  he  may  tell 
Your's,  very  truly,  SAMUEL  NEILSON.' 

BKi.VAar,  29th  JVovember,  1792. 


.  dow^^^ 
re  sU 

I 


The  following  arc  the  opinions  of  some  individuals  in  Bel(a 
resjiecting  tlie  piwecdings  of  the  Catholic  CoHimittcc,  when  j 
sembled  in  Dublin: — 

1st.  We  ai-e  humbly  of  opinion,  that  an  application  for  ^ 
thing  specific  from  tlie  Catliolic  body  would  tend  to  retard  t 
radical  reform  wc  all  so  much  desu'o,  because  wc  fear  that  ( 
vemmcnt,  alarmed  as  they  arc  atprcsent,  will,  hy  a  gnuloal  a 
pitiful  extension  of  pririlege  to  that  much  oppre.saed  body,  e 
rate  a  division  amongst  Irislimen,  in  order  to  retard  (be  gei 
freedom  of  Ireland. 
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Sd.  We  are  much  alarmed  at  the  information  we  have  heard 
Aat  the  Catholics  mean  to  frame  a  timid  petition  as  fast  as  pos* 
rible,  and  immediately  to  break  up,  lest  they  should  give  a  ban- 
dk  to  the  enemies  of  emancipation  by  an  apparent  permanence. 
This  timidity  alarms  us  much,  because  we  had  formed  the 
highest  expectations  from  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  three- 
fiwrths  of  our  countrymen ;  and  we  can  hardly  conceive  it  pos- 
sible tiiat  a  body  so  fairly  chosen,  so  respectable,  so  constitu- 
tionaly  and  organized  with  so  much  trouble,  should  run  away, 
after  framing  a  trimming  petition,  to  a  body  who  are  well 
known  to  be  determined  against  tiiat  petition. 

Sd.  In  the  present  glorious  era,  we  do  expect  that  our  Catholic 
fountrymen  have  too  high  a  value  for  tlie  rights  of  man  to  be 
satisfied  with  any  thing  sliort  of  tliem,  the  moi-e  so,  as  their 
Protestant  bretliren  and  fellow-citizens  are  determined  to  aid  iu 
the  general  receiery  of  those  rights  for  all  Irishmen. 

Actuated  by  tliese  sentiments,  our  wish  and  desire  is,  that  the 
Catholics  should  state  their  grievances  to  Parliament,  and  tliat 
the  prayer  of  their  {letition  should  be  for  general  redress. 

The  few  inliabitants  of  fielfast  who  hci-eby  communicate  the 
foregoing  opinions,  submit  them  with  much  deference  and  con- 
idence  to  their  brother  Tone,  for  his  own  and  friends'  serious 
consideration. 

We  almost  forgot  to  state,  what  we  conceive  to  be  liighly  im- 
pcMiant,  namely :  tliat  an  adjournment,  after  framing  the  petition^ 
%-ould  be  a  moderate,  useful,  and  necessaiy  line  of  conduct 

Signed,  by  order, 

WM.  M'CLEERY,  Chairman. 


Dear  Fellow-slave  :  I  do  command  you  to  give  me,  night- 
ly, an  abstract  of  tlie  proceedings  of  tlie  Convention.  I  can  as- 
sore  you  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  all  our  interests,  and  in- 
sist on  it  Wliy  did  you  not  answer  mine  of  Thursday? — ^Tell 
Rossell  his  documents  are  nccessarUy  detained  to  to-morrow. 
We  are  extremely  anxious  to  hear  every  iota  of  your  proceed- 
ipgs,  as  we  only  wait  for  the  result  of  them  to  frame  our  plan 
sf  action.  Yours. 

S.  NEILSON. 

Belfast,  Sd  Dec.  179?. 


£^( 
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Slatb  :  You  liave  not  iloiic  as  I  slionid  liarc  expected.  Ton 
luivc,  fnr  five  daya  of  the  most  intci-csting  crisis,  kept  iw.  ytmr 
rniistitucnU,  in  tlie  ilai-k.  We  will  never  forsi^e  you.  Ve  all 
waited,  an(lspaiT)ie(1,andl;U)oi-<>il,  tulicai'iicws  ti-om  our  Irietik 
Tlien  two  nights — Unt  not  a  word,  llic  enemies  lia»e  fad 
abnndancc.  L'liargrs  tlie  most  lieinnu»;  ni'c  (tIio<m)  against  the 
Caliiolias  and  wo  liave  no  miaiis  of  refuting  tJiem,  tlta 
our  faitliful  rcpirsentative. 

&.  N£ILSOl 


NOTES  AND  MEMORANDUMS, 

Tukcn,  during  Uic  Sittings  of  the  General  CommUtee 

Catholics  of  Ireland,  December,  1792. 

nECEMBER  s.    1792. 

Tlie  i-oll  of  delegates  being  reaii  by  tlie  Secretary,   Mr. 

wai-d  Bjme  was  unanimously  culled  to  take  tl»e  chair.     The 

following  gentlemen  were  tJicii  nominated  to  take  tlie  cliair.  io 

succession,  from  day  to  day  :  Sii-  T.  French.  Mr.  Baniwall, 

Mr.  Dcvercux.  Mr.  Dellew,  Mr.  Coppinger.  and  Mr.  Rirertr 

1.  Unsolved,  uiuinimousi^,  Tliat  the  Catholic  peers.  prelatM, 
and  delegates,  chosen  by  tiic  people,  are  tlie  onlj- power  compe- 
tent to  speak  the  sense  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  |ictition  be  presented  to 
Majesty,  stating  our  grievances,  and  praying  relief. 

3.  Ordered,  That  tlic  Sub-committee  do  prepai-e  and  brii 
the  same. 

And  the  Sub-committee  having  rejmrted  accordingiy 

4.  Resolved,  vnaniviouslij.  That  tlic  said  report  be  now! 
ceived  and  read. 

And,  the  same  being  read, 

5.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  meeting  do  now 
itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  the  same  into  consideration. 

In.  Committee,  Mr.  Bamwall  in  the  Cltair,  The  pctiUon  l>cing 
read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

The  1st  paragraph  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  2d  do..  3<I 
4th  do.,  5th  do.,  fith  do.,  7th  do.,  8th  do.,  Otli  do.,  loth 
11th  do.,  and  12th  do. 

Some  of  these  were  previotisly  amended,  and  tlie  I3th 
postponed  for  furtlier  consideration. 


I 
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Ml-.  Bynic  ha^'ing  again  taken  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Bartiwall 

[  having  rt'|H)rteil  ]inigi-cs.s  hegged  leave  to  sit  again,  which  be- 

Jng  grnntrd.  the  Committee  adjourned  till  1 1  o'clock  to-morrow. 


JVbica  lukni  during  the  DebaiefOn  slips  of  paper. 

Returns  rend.  Mr.  Bjme  railed,  unanimously,  tothechairi 
on  mtttion  of  Mr.  FallaH.  Mr.  firaughall  moves  that  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  be  chosen  chairmen,  in  succession.  Sir  T. 
Ki-ench.  Mensrs.  Baniuall,  Devcreux,  Bcllcw,  Coppiiigei-,  and 
Ri%cri).     Unamnwiis. 

Devereux.  Tiiat  this  meeting,  as  now  constitoted,  with  the 
peers  and  prelates,  are  the  onlj'  organ  competent  to  speak  the 
Kciise  of  the  Catiiolir  bodj-. 

Lytuh,  To  know  wlietlier  tlie  Committee  is  to  expire  next 
Jiilj-,  or  whether  tliis  is  tlic  liegiiming  of  a  new  one. 

Kcogh.  Not  to  bo  postponed  to  the  Committee  struck  for  tliat 
piii'pose.   No  delay. 

^•AVrino.  In  support  of  Lynch.  Wishes  to  aay  "are  compe- 
tent to,"  not  •'  only  orgsin  com|)ctent  to."  &c. 

SrwteUnan,  Unanimity  .ibove  all.  If  Sub-committee  are  mis- 
taken in  circular  letter,  to  he  rectified  by  tlie  great  body  of  Ca- 
tliolicii  now  represented. 

Question.   Vnavimotts. 

JH'Comyn.  Tliat  n  petition  to  Ins  Majesty  bo  now  prepared, 
Bttkting  our  grievances,  and  praying  relief. 

Question.     Unanimous. 

fO-ngh.  That  a  Committee  he  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  tlic  same,  and  that  said  Committee  do  consist  of  tlie  present 
Sub-committee. 

Question.    Vhammmta. 

Thatthe  same  be  received.  Question.  URanimous.  That  the 
eanie  be  rewl.    Question.    Uiiaiiinums. 

Petition  read, 

it  this  meeting  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  r  onsidcr 
ihe  same.    Vnanimmut. 


InC 


'ommiltee.  .tfr.  BannvaU  in  the  chair.   That  it  be  miA 
port^raph. 


-agraph 
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1st  paragraph,  itfuintnious.  Sd  do..  Sd  Jo..  4lh  do..   5th 
6th.  "tyrannical"  objcctcci  to,  "  grievous  and  oppressive' 
stituted.    "  Uiyust"  objected  to.  "unwarrantable"   stibstil 
As  amcndeil :  nnanimoas.  Tt)i  paragrnph,  uminimotts. 
9l\\do-,  lOthdo..  nth  do.  anil  12th  do.    13th  paragraph  obj 
rd  to  by  Luke  Tceting:  proposes  prayer  for  general  relitff.    i 
write  to  Gog  to  pre-ss  it.    Taling  vay  uell.  JH-Keimii,  for  post- 
pnnenictit.  J.  J.  M'Doniuil  Tor  Teeting. 


DErEMBEU  4, 


r93. 


Christopher  BetUw  in  the  cliair. 

1.  Resolved.   Tliat  tlie  meeting  do  re-solye  itself  into 
niittoe.  to  take  into  Turthcr  muHidei-ation  the  I3th  paragraph  of 
Ihc  petition. 

2.  Resolved.  That  the  rhairman  do  now  leH\x  the  cbair. 
in  Cfftnmiltee.  Dennis  T.  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 
An  amendment  being  ppopasod  and  agi-ewl  to, 
5.  Seaolred,  ntianimmtsly.  That  this  paragraph,  thus 

rd.  do  stand  a  part  of  this  petition. 
The  petition  being  now  rejid, 

4.  Resolved,  That  ttic  cbairmnn  do  now  report  to  the  Geni 
Committee. 

Christopher  BeUnv  in  ihe  chair.    Mr.  O'Brien  reports  tiM 
petition  from  the  Committee.    No  amendment  being  then 
poswl  or  received, 

5.  Resolved,  unamnumsly,  Tliat  the  petition,  now  read,' 
stnnd  the  petition  ol'tlie  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

A  prejunble  being  then  proposed. 

6.  Resolved,  That  tlie  same  do  stnnd  the  preamble  to  the 
tlon  of  the  Catliolirs  of  Ireland. 

r.  Sesdved.  That  tl>e  petition  be  engrossed, 

S.  Resolved,  That  the  signatiuT«i  of  tlie  delegates. 

places  tliey  repi-esent,  be  affixed  to  the  petition,  before  tlie 

of  transmitting  it  to  his  Majesty  be  decided  on. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  do  call  over  the  roll  of 
gate,s,  on  Thursday  next,  at  1 1  oVlock. 

1 0.  Resolved,  That tliis meeting  do  now  aiyonni to  II  oVl 
to-morrow,  punctually. 


I 

ipiiiir 

I 

C5enen[^^ 

rts  tlM 

■ 
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Mies  an  the  Debate. 

Bettew  in  the  chair.  Moved,  by  Fitzgerald,  that  no  man  be 
allowed  to  speak  twice  on  the  question,  unless  he  be  called  upon 
to  explain*    Overruled. 

In  committee.  D.  T.  VBrien  in  the  chair.  Moved  by  Ted- 
uigf  to  generalize  the  prayer  of  the  petiticm.  Co-extension  or 
^wfiffMMJfty  between  Catholics  and  Belfast,  proof  of  intimate  union. 
To  compound,  would  be  a  desertion  of  our  duty.  Golden  oppor- 
tunity ;  union  amongst  ourselves ;  Dissenters  i^^ifli  us,  England, 
Scotland  liberal,  France.  No  danger  of  violence.  What  to  do 
in  case  of  refusal  ?  Tell  our  constituents,  they,  and  not  tliis  body, 
will  determine.  Take  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  see  what  tliey 
wiU  have  done.  (Plaudits.) 

JMftoen  Fro!  Leaders  not  binding  on  tlic  great  body  of  tiie 
Catholics.  (Great  plaudits ;  his  speech  has  been  since  published. ) 

Iknlin  Pro!  Necessary  to  cultivate  the  people.  Strength 
only  in  numbers.    Not  desert  our  just  claims. 

McKenna  Pro  !  Agrees  that  we  arc  not  bound  to  two  things 
only  by  circular  letter. 

Committee  report  petition ;  C.  BelUw  in  the  Cliair. 

Mdu^h.  Tochange one  or  two  words;  Privileges  for  <<  Rights 
of  Citizens." 

Lgnch.  To  change  Citizens ;  (right ;)  Rochfordy  ditto,  (Loyal. ) 
Ijgnch  again.  (Loyal,  too  much). 

MBngh.  Amendments.  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  three 
Estates,  the  sentiment  of  the  meeting.  Disdain  to  i-e^iel  chai-ges. 
'  Bights  and  privileges  of  a/ref  constitution." 

Lynch.  Objects  iafree.  Proposes,  <*This  constitution." 

Ji^MBenna.  A  long  eulogy  on  the  Constitution.  (No  plaudits.) 

Lgnch.  Time  enough  to  praise  when  we  come  to  enjoy  it 

J^XSennOm  We  are  not  slaves. 

Fitzgerald.  The  North  and  us  have  different  views. 

JQBOjf  A.  Proves  tiiat  <<  we  are  slaves,"  from  taxation,  law*s, 
bearing  arms,  &c  We  want  no  Republic ;  difference  between 
that  and  a  limited  monarchy  not  wrath  a  contest.  Question 
Might  hare  been  carried  last  night  unanimously,  but  delayed  to 
weemt  oonristoncy. 

JVUtt  on  dipe  of  paper.  Keogh.  Ask  what  you  will,  and  you 
flrt  it ;  kjalty  of  poor  Irish ;  the  North,  cause  of  tliis  very  mecl- 
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ing.  Narratire  of  tlie  rising  connection  between  us.  "  Will  j  ou 
abandon  Uic  North!"  {Onmes,  "No!  no!  no  engagement  but 
an  honorable  tie.")  "Are  jon  for  libcrtj;"  (Omncs,  "Yes! 
such  measures  as  may  completely  rc^rtore  uh  to  an  equal  enjoy- 
ment ofrigiita  and  privileges  with  ourPratestaut  fellow  subject'*.") 

Ab/e.  Every  sentence  in  favor  of  unicm,  meets  with  tlie  most 
favorable  reception ;  any  man  jn-ofesaing  intention  not  to  di\  idc 
tJie  meeting  applauded. 

Demand  generalized :  accepted :  preamble  ailded :  engrossed. 

Motion,  "Thatsomeofour  own  body  present  tlie  petition  to  the 
Crown.  Opposed  by  Fi(sgeruW;  supported  hj  Keoglu  Adjourn- 
ed, ice. 

^hle.  This  is  an  important  negotiation.  Not  to  look  for  any 
other  (jualificatjon  tlian  knowledge  of  the  business,  dexterity', 
and  talents.  Not  rieiiue  tlie  success  on  a  foolish  punctilio:  nn 
deference  to  wealth  or  rank;  nuinc  tliosc  best  ari|uaintrd  with 
tlie  busines.'i.  (Lifnch.) 


>'l*f 
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Mtes  on  the  Debate* 

Moved  by  Teelingf  That  a  list  of  the  members  who  sign  the 
petition  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Fitxgerald.  That  the  signatures  be  not  aflixed  until  the  mode 
of  transmitting  the  petition  be  settled* 

PattaSf  Ktonf  Contra* 

MBu^h.  <<Let  the  petition  go  where  it  may,  to  England  or 
Irelandf  it  ought  to  go  as  strong  in  signatures  as  possible.  Di- 
Tision  undoes  us."  (Plaudits.)  It  is  by  the  blessing  of  free  re- 
presentation that,  tliough  several  gentlemen  had  predetermined 
to  leave  the  room,  if  a  certain  measure  was  carried,  they  with- 
drew their  opposition  on  conviction^  and  it  passed  unanimously. 
(Esqdanation  between  MM.  Keogh  and  Comyn;  Keogh  dex- 
terous.) 

Bwuhnan^  of  Wexford.  « That  all  shall  engage  to  support, 
with  their  hands  and  signatures,  the  sense  of  die  majority.". 
(Omnes  plaudunt,  witli  hands  raised.) 

•¥<^JV%Tf9t.  "  I  sign,  coute  qui  coute."  (Plaudits.) 


December  6,  1792. 

WUliam  Cappinger,  Esq.  in  the  cliair. — ^The  roll  was  called 
over,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day.  The  engi*ossed  petition 
was  then  read.  The  question  being  put,  «That  tlie  jietition  of 
die  Catiiolics  of  Ireland  be  transmitted  directly  to  tlie  throne, 
by  a  deputation  chosen  from  their  body ;"  it  was  moved,  **  That 
the  consideration  of  the  above  question  be  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row ;"  and  the  same  was  negatived. 

The  original  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Adjournment  till  to-morow,  at  1 1  oVJock. 

Mtes  on  the  Debate. 

MSeogh.  For  union!  Reminds  the  meeting  of  their  resolution 
toocmcur,  as  one  man,  after  debate ;  critical  situation  of  England ; 
stocks  fidling^  &c  ergo!  press  now!  No  time  to  compliment 
Mimsiers  here,  who  have  always  labored  to  oppose  the  Catholics. 
Tree  of  liberty  planted  in  Scotland.    Menaces  of  Government 
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lirre  to  take  up  the  four  first  men  in  arms.  TJie  JTorf  h  of  rrrland 
have  prcFcnTd  to  give  up  their  prejudices,  rather  than  tJicii-  li- 
btrty  to  their  typaiita.  If  tJie  present  negotttition  fails,  hopes  tliat 
all  opposition  will  be  witlidniwti  inthisasHemhly.   (Plaudits,  ftic.) 

(Cieneriil  ilebate.)  Kcogh  (oniinues.  ••  Expected  to  have  had 
an  answer  before  now  from  the  Cattle.  Tiiis  delay  attributH 
to  Uie  flurtiiating  counsels  there.  Be  you  decided,  and  you  will 
decide  tlieiii.  Oidy  chance  for  Goiecnntent  is  tlic  passibility  of 
division  amongst  us." 

Petition  read.    (Plaudits.) 

Christopher  Bellnc,  of  Galu  ay.  ••  Tiiat  the  iwtitinn  he  sent  to 
the  foot  of  the  tlii-one.  by  adeputation  ofuurown  ixidy." 

J.  J.  *V-DonnelL  Seconds  tlie  motion. 

ICtogh.  Tells  a  cock-anil-bull  story  of  Lord  Donoughraore.  (It 
strikes  me  that  he  has  let  the  critical  moment  pass.  He  totally 
wants  tiie  faculty  of  taking  a  public  meeting  ontlie  moment.) 

.V-Ktnna.  Would  opitosc  pivssing  the  queution  nov.;  hut  fo- 
morrtnc. 

Sweflman,  of  Wexford.  Not  to  lose  lime.  Committee  gi-eatcr 
than  Parliament  That  a  message  he  sent  to  Loi-d  Donough- 
nioiT  to  know  »  hether  tiiis  be.  a  )niblic  message. 

A'coff/i.  States  a  triik  on  the  generosity  of  the  meeting.  A  re- 
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to  GoTernment.  Answers  it  is  intended.  Afncan  slaves  vronld 
not  petition  their  task  masters.  Time  to  sjieak  out  like  men.  No 
disrespect  to  the  throne,  to  lay  an  humble  petition  before  it. 
Wishes  his  constituents  may  know  his  conduct,  and  ready  to 
sanctify  his  measures  in  any  way. 

A.  M*Dermottf  of  Sligo.  Right  ascertained.  Bill  of  rights  and 
precedents.  In  1614,  secession  of  ten  members,  m  166S,  not 
come  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  from  vai*ious  causes.  To  stop 
short  in  tiiis  career,  would  be  ruin.  (Plaudits.) 

Fitzgerald.  Moves  adjournment  of  question  till  to-morrow« 
(No  plaudits.) 

TeetiMg.  Argues,  lest  agi^eing  to  fliis,  might  interfere  with 
theperscmal  concerns  of  some  members. 

DcvereuXf  of  Wexford.  Would  consent  to  an  adjournment,  if 
he  did  not  fear  that  people  migiit  be  misled  by  ill  advice  in  die 
meantime.  No  offence  to  present  a  loyal  petition,  and  right  to 
nutrk  our  abhorrence  of  the  measures  of  Government  here,  for 
diey  are  tlie  enemies  of  Ireland.  The  pi'c.scnt  Government  has 
not  the  confidence  of  the  people.  (Loud  plaudits.)  <<  Attach* 
meat  of  Cafliolics  to  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  but  not  to 
a  bad  Ministry,  who  have  abused  and  reviled  tliem  tiirough  the 
country. 

Jl^Xhiiui.  Interrupted  by  Swcetmaiu  Resumes,  tampering. 
Devereux  explains  tiie  words,  misleading  by  artifices. 

M*tCtnna.  '<  Petition  must  go  tlu-ough  the  Castle.  May  fail 
in  any  otiier  way.  No  i-ecollection  of  past  piques  should  influ- 
ence.   Present  Government  no  woi*se  tliaii  tiieir  predecessors. 

BroMgludL  Declared  liis  opinion  two  days  ago.  At  eight, 
last  night,  a  person,  much  respected,  and  loving  tiic  c.'uise,  but 
influenced,  came  to  know  the  result,  and  said  another  person, 
high  in  authority,  proposed  a  communication  by  tlic  Castie,  and 
engaged,  if  it  was  sent  there,  iTcommendcd  by  Lord  Donough- 
more,  that  a  vessel  would  be  despatched  witli  it  this  niglit  lie 
(Braoghall)  objected  former  breach  of  faith  to  tiie  sixty-eight. 
Was  answered  tiiat  the  interest  of  Government  was  with  tlie 
Catholics,  and,  tiierefore,  that  tiiey  might  be  relied  on.  This 
influenced  him  almost  to  accede.  In  consequence,  a  communica- 
tion was  opened  with  Lonl  Donoughmore,  and  a  confirmation 
given,  nnder  the  pledge  of  some  gentlemen,  that  the  Catholics 
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rtMJd— lfcg*ydl.iftfK7  agreed  tDandp 


>itn^G». 


:  ^  iMfA.  Ta  sta«  all  ai^  if  wmavr.    If  it  go 
■  «a*er,  vov  u«  andonr.    &Ut  till  fiic  m  the 

JBocA/orf  sgnn.  JMOm  whUnnn  hn  iffiwiliaa.  JMiiy- 
■utu.  S»t  puttiOdecidBl.  l^Avn,  FarBOTchy'ssBkiF  try 
tlu4  modF.  •dnrc  the  Cwlk  Iw  aHn7«  faiM  brfcart. 

N.  B.  ThcaianitteeanMil(rftfaeCa»tetMU>.  IV  Castlo 
lai>Y  daw  tbt  biiJiwiH  if  baBnarinn  rfrctmll j  by  Uhu-  ow« 
(lupliriti.  Thank  God! 

l^agfu  Not wndloUieCftstfe^fnFrwhaveQOtrmapnMuse^ 

Qnrxtion.  Not  sdiinit  to  tbe  rbance  of  th«  Lord  Liratcnnt 
■Kit  ■rnding  it.     Unatdmma.     Adjoumineirt. 

JVKrs  an  tlipt  of  paper. — Lortl  DonongluiNKT  driving.  Bad 
rompnuuLw-  Civftir  to  engage  to  transmit  with  i-rconimeoda- 
tion  and  lrttrn<  to  MinUtr? .    Bad !  Bad ! 

That  a  gnitlrman  be  iiow  sent  tii  request  of  Lord  Dtmough- 
morv  tn  know  whether  this  is  a  public  message. 

N«TK. — I  move  that  if  dirre  is  any  public  message  from  the 
C;aNtle,  it  bi'  now  reported.  If  not,  that  wc  proccc*!  to  husdncss 
immcdiatelv. 
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5.  Resolvedf  That  the  said  Address  be  referred  back  to  tlie 
Sub-rommittec:  and  that  they  report  to-morrow  to  tliis  meeting 
at  1 1  o'clock  precisely. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  to  fill  the  chair  in 
succession:  Messi-s.  Shiel,  Harvey,  Hay,  Fitzgerald,  Arch- 
bold,  Owen.  O'Connor,  Artliui*,  and  Everanl. 

And  tliis  meeting  adjourned  till  1 1  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mtes  <yii  Vie  Debate. 

Sandal  McDonnell.  To  move  tlie  deputation.  The  sooner  the 
better,  as  two  Parliaments  meet  in  a  few  days.  A  small  num- 
ber best  Not  more  tlian  five.  To  be  restricted  to  act  with  the 
majority  of  their  body.  Proposes  Byrne,  Dcvereux,  Bellew, 
Keogh,  and  Sir  Thomas  French. 

BrangkalL  To  delay  till  meeting  be  fuller. 

Dr.  Troy  and  Dr.  Moylan  introduced.  (Plaudits  standing.) 

Tteling.  Propost^  provincial  election  of  delegates  by  ballot. 

Pallas  Contra.  Lyndu  Bravo! 

Question  as  to  election  or  ballot  Voted  by  ballot 

Question  as  to  numbei*s.  Voted  five,  &c. 

Creraghty.  Proposes  publication  of  instructions.  (Foolish.) 

Swtetman^  of  W.  To  adiiere  to  the  si)ii*it  of  tlie  petition,  and 
admit  notiiing  derogatory  to  tlie  union,  which  is  tlic  strength  of 
Ireland.  (Plaudits  unanimous.) 

Dr.  JPDermot.  If  petition  rejected ;  not  to  go  to  the  Castle, 
but  return  to  the  General  Committee. 

Note.  Change  tlie  word  ^^'unalterably.** 

VGarmon.  To  assui'e  the  meeting  that  Comyn  has,  in  nc» 
one  case,  spoken  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents,  and,  in  and 
out  of  the  meeting,  has  been  very  troublesome  ever  since  he 
came  to  to^^n. — (Note.  This  brought  on  by  Comyn  finding  fault 
witii  the  petition  naming  certain  great  men.  &c. 

Notes.  After  deputation  to  England  agreed,  a  message  came 
to  Byrne,  offering  a  belief  that  &)vernnient  would  transmit  it 
Byrne.  If  the  Loitl  Lieutenant  and  Sccretaiy  were  in  the 
outer  room,  it  is  ntnv  tcMi  lato^  we  have  decided.  Hartly.  Pim, 
Colville,  Shaw,  and  many  other  Protestant  merchants  will  sign. 
if  they  can  get  it  candied  through  the  general  body  of  the  mcr- 
Voi«  I.— SO 


iPPENoni— irK. 


1 


vid  wipporting  tmrs — and,  jim^ 
lo  drtrsaUn.  To  lake  an  lH>t«l, 
:  sEn^nts,  he 


£4wm^  jftadL  £if.  ia  Ik  dLcir.   Tbr  Cbainuan  n-|mHrd 
I  tbr  adibr-a  « as  rr-frrml : 
L  «ac  wrrally  agrrH  ba 
.  Tl^te|Hip«|A  raycrtug  tkr  deacrtina  of 
.  rmmmiWMuif. 

lartioMrd.*' de  nqangrd. 
.  Mndn^  Tiat  ^k  pi^r  mm  trad,  nrtitird  ••  A  Yiitdi- 
Maf  Ikr  c^BM-^Ae  C«Ayiow*'  kc  nrri^rd  a»  the  UDani- 
■I  iiMi  ifiiMi  ^.  nil  'i  Fj. 
.  a— friirf.  T>Mt*g<Jipfc»^ftmiUp«T  tbdrhnnttr* 
Oral,  vkm  calM  «■  apj%  «!■■  atlMn  arc  rboBcn. 

B  tes  fwitntlv  rrciMnmoiil 
Ue  ^rr  tbcir  final  aiijoum- 


SL  a^iii,  iwtAMc 
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11.  Besolvedf  That  Uic  Sub-committcc  should  have  power  to 
draw  for  what  sums  may  be  neressarv. 

12.  Besolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  given  to 
the  Sub-committee. 

13.  Resolved^  That  this  Committee  do  now  adjouni  until 
summoned  by  tlie  Sub-committee. 

JSIhtes  911  tli€  Debate. 

SrceetniaiUt  of  W.  To  vilify  tlic  Chancellor  and  tlie  Speaker. 
Loyalty  Ls  stupidity  and  vice^  wlierc  tbere  is  no  protection  from 
Govemmentyandgratuitousbecauseitisnotpaidfor«  &;c.  (Plau- 
dits.)   King,   no  riglit  to  our  loyalty^  unless  we  are  protected. 

Bandall  J^PDonnelL  To  discriminate  Protestants  from  mono- 
polists. Loi*d  Chancellor  to  be  directly  named^  not  by  implica- 
tion. 

/.  Edward  Devereux.  To  acknowledge  our  friends,  and 
mark  our  enemies.  Publicly  mark  tlie  Chancellor.  No  weak- 
ness, sliuffling.  or  indecision.  Chancellor  will  fear  our  power. 
•Anonymous.   Riglit 

Kleogh.  Very  candid;  agrees  to  let  tlie  Lord  Chancellor 
stand  marked. 

FitxgeraUL  For  conciliation ;  Catliolic  question  is  lost  in 
that  of  reform  :  we  are  not  rijie  for  tliat  (show  how?)  What  if 
delegation  in  England  be  coolly  i*eceived,  (s{)eech  infamously 
cowardly.) 

Pallas.  "Redi-css  of  grievances  is  our  object,  and  Govern- 
ment is  the  great  grievance  of  Ii-ehuul.*' 

JS angle.  <^ No  implication;  if  censui*e,  explicit*' 

Sweeiman.  Refoi*mmust  arise  in  some  stage  of  tlie  business; 
'*tis  not  the  first  object  of  the  meeting,  but  a  necessai*y  s(*fjuel  of 
it  If  tlie  king  refuses  tlie  ]xrtition — no  allegiance. 

Bandall  •McDonnell.  Introduces  D]*s.  Troy  and  Moylan  to 
sign  the  petition.  (Hutchinson  is  acquitted  by  the  uimni- 
mous  voice  of  tlie  Catholics.) 

•^'•Cff  t/*  the  £(£f/ar.— Probably  about  the  offer  of  Lord  Donou|^broore,  on 
the  6th  of  December. 

Dr.  Daly,  Lynch.  To  expunge  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Respect 
to  judicial  situation. 
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8weetmaru  He  threatened  to  prostrate  chapels.  Deserted  in- 
dependence of  Ireland  in  the  affair  of  tlie  regency.  Openly 
opposed  the  Catholics;  may  be  judicially  respectable;  is  extra 
judicially,  a  villain^  a  calumniator  of  tlie  people ;  has  ther^rc 
his  hati'ed  and  contempt 

Geraghty.  Object  of  this  vindication,  to  show  the  jiri^'aio 
views  of  the  enemies  to  the  Catholic  interests. 

Deveretuc.  To  acknowledge  friends  and  mark  enemies. 
Strength  and  union  of  ourselves,  the  only  i*oad  to  win  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  fa^  or.  Truth  and  vii-tues  of  tlie  Catliolics ;  vices 
and  falsehood  of  tiieir  enemies. 

Teeling.   Calls  on  Lynch  as  a  lawyer. 

Lynch.  Distinction  between  his  judicial  and  extrajudicial 
conduct ;  libellous  to  charge  the  one,  not  the  otlier. 

M^ShieL  I  am  not  afraid  to  sign! 

Oeneral  results.  Treaty  of  jieace  between  Dr.  Troy  and  flie 
Committee.  Vindication  adopted  unanimously. 

To  go  back  to  their  counties,  and  inform  the  natirces  dele- 
gates will  give  their  honors  to  attend,  wlien  called  on  again,  un- 
less others  are  chosen — (plaudits,  adopted  on  Keogh's  motion.) 

O^Chrmouj  J.  J.  McBonneil.  Aye,  if  Committee  be  in  North 
America. 

Sheehy  answers  for  250,000  in  Cork. 

Tlianks  to  Mr.  Tone,  unanimously  voted,  &c 

Dec  lOthj  1792.  Gcnei'al  Committee  of  Catliolics  of  Ireland, 
E.  Byrne  in  the  chair.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Committee  be  presented  to  Tlieohald  Wolfe  Tane^  Esq* 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  our  agent,  and  for  the 
%ealj  spirit,  and  abilities,  which  he  lias  manifested  in  the  cauu 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

EDW.  BYRNE,  Chairman. 
Ed.  Sweetmak,  Secretary. 
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Fragments  of  the  Instructians  to  the  Delegates  ivho  presented  the 
petitionofthe  Catholics  to  hisMijestyf  on  loose  scraps  of  paper. 

In  whatever  conference  you  may  hold  with  hLs  Majesty^s 
Ministers,  you  are  fully  to  apprise  them,  tliat  it  is  tlie  expecta- 
tion,  as  well  as  flie  wish  of  tiie  Catholics  of  Ireland,  that  the 
penal  and  restrictive  laws,  still  affecting  them,  be  totaUy  re- 
moved ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  such  total  removal,  will  sa- 
tisfy the  doubts  and  anxieties  which  at  present  agitate  the  public 
mind  in  this  country,  or  cany  into  cfiect  his  Majesty \s  gracious 
wish  for  the  union  of  all  his  subjects  in  sentiment,  interest^  and 
affection. 

Additional  Instmctions. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  tlie  instructions  of  tliis  date,  already  de- 
livered to  you,  you  will  please  to  obsen  e  the  following,  from 
which  you  are  not  at  libei'ty  to  depart 

1st  If  the  Minister  shall  postpone  pi*esenting  you  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, you  are  to  apply  to  any  otiicr  personage  who,  by  his  situa- 
tion, is  proper  to  introduce  you. 

2.  If  the  Minister  shall  refuse  to  present  you,  you  are  to  look 
mi  it  as  a  refusal  to  receive  tlie  petition,  and  to  return  accord- 
ingly, unless  circumstances  sliall  appear  to  you,  on  the  spot,  to 
warrant  your  acting  otherwise,  in  wluch  case  you  will  use  your 
own  disoetion. 

Sd.  And  we  especially  desire  diat  you  will  tue  all  possible  ex* 
jwdttum.  Feeling,  as  we  do,  the  greatest  reliance  on  your  well 
tried  zeal  and  attachment  to  tlie  Catholic  cause,  we  still  con- 
sider it  our  duty  to  suggest  that  tliese  are  the  whole  of  your  in- 
structions, from  which  you  arc  not  at  libeiiy  to  depart 


Correspondence  between  the  Cathdic  Delegates  and  the  Bight 

Honorable  Henry  Dundas. 

Sn :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Catholics  of 
Ireknd  have  delegated  us  to  present  their  humble  petition  to 
our  most  gracious  sovereign.  We  request  to  know  at  wliat  time^ 
wc  may  be  allowed  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you,  with  a  copy  of 
flw  petition,  which  we  wish  to  be  siibniitted  to  his  Majesty's  in- 
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spertton. — M'c  have  ihc  borior  to  be,  witli  tlw  greatest  respect. 
Sir.  ftior  ni^t  obnlient  and  tTi^'  humble  sen  ants. 
Grccur't  Ibtttf  Jermyn-ilrtet,  Jkc.  19. 1792. 

EDWABD  BYRNE, 
JOHN  KEOGH. 
J.  E,  DEVEREUX. 
CHRIST.  BELLEAV, 
Sir  T.  FRENCH. 
To  tlw  Rt.  U<m.  U.  DrsBis. 

Srr'y  1^  Stair.  • 


S«UEKSKT  Place,  \9lkDec.  179-2. 

Cestlemev:  Tliave  rrrehej  your  letter,  and  mliall  be  at  flie 
SertTUr>  of  Slate's  iiflire  to-morrow  at  one  o'dork.  rea<(,v  l<i 
rrrei>-e  tbc  copv  of  tbe  petition  \ou  propose  lo  coiiniiit  to  nij 
pmtsaL 

I  ItafT  the  boiior  to  be, 
Gentlemen. 

Your  most  obedient  and  liumblc  ser\  ant. 
H.  DLNDAS. 
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rimentally  found  to  be  tlieonly  measure  capable  of  removing  the 
anxieties  wbich  now  exist :  of  insuring  a  pcnnancnt  ti-anquility 
to  tliat  kingdom :  and  of  peqietuating  the  connexion  with  Eng- 
land ;  tiie  benefits  of  which  we  dcejily  feel^  and  whose  existence 
we  are  peculiarly  anxious  to  promote. 

Wo  have  also  tlie  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  perusal,  a  copy 
of  the  signatures  affixed  to  die  petition  of  the  Catliolics  of  Ii*e- 
land. 

>Ve  liave  the  lionor  to  be^  &c.  &c. 
To  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Duxdak.  Secretary  of  State. 

December  20,  1792. 


Sm:  In  consequence  of  the  inteniews  wiili  wliich  you  Ignor- 
ed us  on  the  20th  and  24th  of  this  monfli,  we  presumed  to  en- 
tertain a  liope,  tliat  we  sliould  have  been  favored,  by  this,  with 
your  determination  as  to  tlie  time  when  we  should  wait  on  you 
to  learn  tlie  proper  mode  and  season  of  presenting  to  his  Majes- 
ty the  humble  petition  of  his  loyal  subjects  tlie  Catliolics  of  Ire- 
land, a  copy  of  which  we  hatl  the  honor  to  leave  for  your  inspec- 
tion. We  feel  it  our  duty  resjiectfully  to  apprise  you,  that  on 
again  referring  to  our  instinictioas,  we  do  not  conceive  oui*selves 
entrusted  witli  any  dlscivtion  or  latitude,  but  are  limited  to  pre- 
senting tlie  petition  to  our  Sovereign  in  person.  We,  tlierefore, 
humbly  request  to  know  at  what  time  it  may  please  liLs  Majesty 
graciously  to  pennit  us  to  approach  his  presence,  and  lay  at  his 
feet  tlie  humble  and  dutiful  petition  with  wliich  we  are  entrusted. 
And  y^'c^  are  persuaded  that  you,  sir.  will  not  coasider  us  as  too 
argent  in  requesting  an  inimediato  answer,  when  we  suggest 
that  ton  days  have  now  elapsed  since  our  first  application,  and 
tihat  we  are  responsible  to  those  by  whom  we  arc  deputed,  for 
our  using  all  due  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  objort 
of  our  mission. 

We  ha^T,  &c.  &c. 
To  the  Rt  Hon.  H.  Dunhah,  Secretary  of  State. 

llfe0mftfr  29, 1792. 
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Lrtlerjnm  lord  Rawdon  to  T.  ff*.  Tone,  Esq. 

DetRSiB:  It  was  A-crT  flattfring  to  inc.  to  learn  rrain  Loi'd 
Gr^riard.  Iliat  you  aiid  tl>e  gentltMnen  of  tlie  delegation  wrrc 
dciiirniiK  of  ha\ing  my  jH'int.  I  irqurstcacli  of  you  to  arcrpt 
one  fi-nni  me,  nnth  my  bet^  arknon  Icdginenti  fur  Uie  kinil  par- 
tiality wliicli  makes  jod  tliinksucti  a  i-cmembranceol'me  lAortJi 
your  po».si's«ing.  I  wish  I  rould  in  any  attention  towards  you, 
rtaini  the  merit  of  personal  rcgartls.  But  yuur  inditidual  fha- 
i%u-ters  are  at  tliia  moment  so  confounded  n^tli  >  our  public  ti-ust, 
dial,  in  tiny  respect  I  can  pay  to  you,  I  feci  as  if  1  mere  only  ren- 
dering a  bare  justice  to  tlie  dignity  of  so  important  a  mission. 
\^']n'ti  you  sliail  ha^c  fulRlled  your  present  functions,  I  sliall,  in 
cultivating  the  aci|uaintance  which  I  have  hail  such  satis- 
titction  in  making,  persuade  myself  tliat  I  may  have  a  clcai-er 
pi-etension  to  your  i-csiiectiic  fricixhhip.  In  the  mean  time, 
dear  sir.  I  beg  of  you  that  }ou  nill  make  tu  the  gentlemen  »f 
the  delegation,  everj-  pnifcssion  of  esteem  on  my  part,  the  sin- 
ceritj'  of  which  i  will  leave  to  be  judged  by  tlie  manl'messi  of 
their  own  sentimcnt>*. 

And  I  have  llie  honor  to  remain. 
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oOier,  unAf  after  diverse  mutual  recriminations,  it  appears, 
by  the  confession  of  all  parties,  that,  so  far  from  discliarging 
their  commission,  they  had  done  directly  the  reverse ;  for  the 
result  of  their  conversation  with  tlie  Secretary  was,  tliat  he 
had  declared  explicitly  against  the  whole  measui'e,  and  they 
liad  given  him  reason,  in  consequence,  to  think  that  the  Catlio- 
lies  would  acquiesce  contentedly  in  a  half  one.  Sad,  sad  !  I  am 
surprised  at  Sir  T.  French,  for,  as  for  merchants,  I  begin  to  see 
they  are  no  great  hands  at  revolutions.  And  so  Gog*s  puffing 
is  come  to  tliis :  I  always  thought,  when  tiic  crisis  arriv^,  tliat 
he  would  be  shy,  and  I  am  more  and  moi-e  confiimed  in  that 
idea,  by  every  new  incident  Agreed  by  tlie  S.  C.  that  a  letter 
should  be  written  to  Hobart  to  i*ectify  this  mistake,  which  is 
done  acconlingly,  after  many  alterations.  It  is  not  well  done 
after  all ;  for,  instead  of  putting  the  question  on  the  true  ground, 
it  only  says  tliat  liis  Majesty's  gracious  intentions  towards  the 
Catholics  cannot  be  fulfilled,  unless  by  tlie  repeal  of  tlie  penal 
laws.  I  wanted  to  express  it  a  great  deal  stronger,  and  to 
bint  at  the  danger  of  trifling  but  was  overpowered.  Ma- 
gi^, tiie  single  man  wlio  was  up  to  the  business  properly : 
H.  Hamill  next  best  Gog  damped  them  by  puffing  his  readi- 
ness for  one  to  face  any  danger  which  miglit  ensue  from  a  strong 
representation.  Owen  O'Connor  asserted  that  he  was  ready  too, 
upon  which  Gog  asked  him,  Was  he  prepared  to  enter  the  tented 
field?  He  answered  '<He  was."  Now  the  fact  is,  tlie  question 
^'as  put  to  frighten  Neii  Byrne ;  and  another  fact  is,  that  O'Con- 
nor was  ready,  and  Gog  was  not  He  is  a  sad  fellow  after  all.  I 
see  if  ever  the  business  is  done,  it  will  be  by  the  country  gentle- 
men.  In  the  evening  wrote  tliree  official  letters  to  Devereux, 
Charge  d' Affaires  at  the  Court  of  London. — Mauvaisjour. 

January  22.  Called  on  Sir  Thomas  French.  A  council  of 
war.  The  Baronet,  James  Plunket,  Edward  Sweetman,  P.  P. 
and  Mr.  Hutton,  agreed  unanimously  that  the  cause  has  gone 
back  materially,  from  tlie  conversation  of  yesterday ;  that  a 
sneaking  spirit  of  compromise  seems  creeping  in,  which,  if  not 
immediately  checked,  may  be  fatal.  Agi«eed  that  Sweetman 
shall  jHrepare  a  strong  address  to  the  Nation,  to  show  Minis- 
ien  tibat  we  are  as  resolute  as  ever.  Agreed  that,  if  all  be 
giT«  except  the  two  houses,  the  gentry  of  die  Catholics  will  be 
the  only  disfranchised  body  in  the  Nation.  All  the  country 
Vol.  I.— 51 
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gpntlempii  present  in  a  raRc  tlicrral.  whicli  Mr.  Uuttou  and 
I*.  P.  aggravHt*  to  lui  oxlrt-inc  degree. 

Jannary  23.  Swpotman  produces  his  paper  at  the  Sub-roin- 
mtttee,  which  is  \ery  strung  and  good.  Mr.  Ilutton  producer 
an  anicndinen*  in  the  shape  of  a  most  virulent  attack  on  liic 
Lonl  Chatircllor.  (Fibegitkbon.)  The  Sub-comntitte«  staggered 
thereat  'Itie  whole  rrferred  to  a  Committee,  viz.  Hamill,  Mc- 
Donnell, Sncetman,  Bellow,  Dr.  Ryan,  and  Mr.  Ilutton,  to 
report  nest  day.  Dine  with  T.  Braughall.  and  a  long  set.  Ip 
committee  in  the  evening :  divers  alterations  in  tlie  |iai>er,  prin- 
cipally on  the  suggestion  of  Hamill,  wlio  ia  a  very  clever  man, 
and  far  tlie  first  that  I  have  seen  of  tiw  Catiiolic  mercantile  inte- 
rest.  Agreedtn  the  paper,  which  is  verygood.  Will  they  pass  H? 

January  24.  Sir  T.  French  oftens  the  business  by  a  strong 
attack  on  tJic  meeting  for  Uie  lukewarm  spirit  which  they  have 
manifested  fortliese  Inst  few  days.  I  am  very  glad  of  this  step, 
which  incl(H<€l  I  put  the  Baronet  upon.  It  will  give  tbem  a  fillip 
which  they  want  The  paper  re.id  and  received  coldly  enough. 
This  is  liani !  They  have  now  a  noble  opportunity  of  punishing 
their  old  enemy  Fitzgibbon.  and  I  am  afraid  tliey  will  let  it  slip. 
It  is  objected  to  on  two  grounds  ;  1st,  a^^  an  attack  on  tlie  pri- 
(ileges  of  Parliament:   and.    2d.    inasmuch  as  being  brion 
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fiaat  iinq;i06al  comes  after  we  have  put  Hobart  in  possession  of 
a  copy  of  our  intended  petition.  The  Sub-conunittee  unani- 
■MiQsly  rqject  the  pnqiosition.  Gog  is  losing  ground  fast,  and, 
if  he  does  not  take  care,  he  will  go  down  totally.  He  certainly 
wants  either  talents,  integrity,  or  courage,  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  Cadiolics  in  their  present  state.  The  intended  paper  is  at 
kngth  got  rid  of,  by  referring  itto  ^lose  who  are  called  our 
FmUamenian/  friends.  I  never  knew  good  come  Ihrough  that 
chamiel :  but,  however,  <<  *Hs  but  in  vain  for  soldiers  to  com- 

Jammaini  25.  Gog  comes  into  town,  and  makes  a  most  amaz- 
fflg  flonrisli.  He  has  found  out  that  he  is  losing  ground  on  the 
score  of  courage,  and  therefore  ho  proposes  to  the  Sub-commit- 
tee to  send  proper  persons  to  Dungannon,  to  propose  to  the 
Convention  which  is  to  meet  there  on  the  15th  February,  that 
the  Catholics  will  accept  of  no  rolie^  unless  a  reform  be 
granledy  provided  the  Dissenters  will  accept  of  no  reform  which 
shall  not  include  the  Catholics  on  a  footing  of  equality.  All 
this  a  rhodomontade.  Gog  knows  very  well  tliat  the  Sub-com- 
mittee will  not  agree  to  such  a  proposal,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  business,  would  be  foolish ;  and  that,  if  they  were 
disposed  to  do  so,  they  have  no  authority  or  power.  He  just 
to  make  a  dash,  and  have  to  say  tliat  he  proposed  a  mea- 
iriiich  was  too  bold  for  the  Sub-committee  to  adopt 
Jsntfory  d6  to  31.  The  Sub-committee  is  infected  more  and 
lore  with  Gog's  timidity,  which  is  now,  to  all  intents,  as  ruin- 
as  downright  treachery.  T.  Fitzgerald,  who  behaved  in- 
fiunously  in  flie  Convention,  and  was  most  odious  to  Gog,  is  in 
town^  and  they  have  formed  a  most  unnatural  coalition.  Tliey 
have  poisoned  T.  Warren  between  tliem.  The  Vintner  is  cow- 
ardly,  and,  besides,  is  under  Gog's  influence;  McDonnell  is 
peipetually  wavering.  The  country  delegates  do  not  step  out 
Altogether,  every  thing  looks  ilL  A  deputation  has  been  with 
Hobart  again,  as  to  the  presenting  the  petition.  He  objects  to 
the  prayer  as  being  too  specific  He  is  asked  if  it  be  altei^ed 
to  the  very  words  of  that  presented  to  tlie  King,  will  he  then 
pnmnt  and  support  it  This  he  declines,  but  says,  if  they 
choose  to  give  it  to  any  of  their  own  friends,  it  mil  make  no 
dteration  in  his  conduct  relative  to  the  extent  of  tlie  measures 
which  be  will  support.   This  is  a  good  opening,  if  tlie  Catho- 
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lir-i  havr  liic  wract  to  avul  thFmsrlm  of  it,  for  the  Ministrr 
is  boiinri  b\  tlir  Kiiq;*s  ircomiBnidation,  and  cqiposition  will 
bo  tHHiii'l.  as  bringing  in  titc  pctitton.  The  <miI>-  use  of  Ho- 
bart'i  brining  it  in,  is,  that  it  may  l^edge  liim  to  the  wfaolc 
mca'-iiiT. 

Swli-J^mniittrr.  Aftrr  Bandi7  debatm  fw  two  or  three  days, 
till-  pi-ayrr  i>r  tlie  petition  is  altered  to  G(^*s  miml.  i  ani  clcaj- 
he  !■*  wmiig.  If  the  form  now  agreed  upon  htfc  the  best,  which 
I  OinibL  tlicrc  should  not  be  allowed  the  least  alterntion.  for  no 
ri.tm  •>(  wortls  that  was  not  do«-nright  offensive  b>  Parliament, 
can  (In  siirti  nii'schief  as  this  appearance  of  fluctuations  and  in- 
dcTJ-iinn  in  our  councils.  This  Is  ver}-  bad  ;  not  that  the  altera. 
tinu  is  ver>'  material,  but  that  it  betrays  a  sad  decay  in  our 
spiiLi.  Three  nr  four  days  ago  the  Sub-committee  rejected  the 
iilra  nf  altrralion  unanimously,  and  with  some  appcaruice  of 
n-rt-nlnu'iit.  To-day  llir  «ainc  alteration  is  unanimously  and 
vcn  quifilv  adopU-d.  Sad!  sad! 

A  '^iiffli-  bj-twwu  MM.  Crtig  and  Button.  In  the  last  debate 
on  {lin  alt<'n»tinn.  Mr.  Hutlon  mentioned  some  expressions 
M  hi'li  he  had  hoani  out  of  doors.  Gog,  in  bis  reply,  ivmarked. 
ill  a  \iTj'  ]¥)intMl  manner,  -that  the  Sub>rnmn)itlce  were  not 
In  111-  iiitiueiin-d  in  their  derisions  by  re|»oits  of  convenations 


APPENDIX— 1793.  245 

«in  the  room ;  nor  done  any  action,  in  a  comer  or  elsewhere, 
M  which  he  would  not  repeat  at  the  Royal  Exchange  at  noon- 
«day.  That  he  had  no  secreU  and,  consequently,  no  fear.  Tliat 
<<he  mentioned  this,  in  justice  to  Gog,  to  induce  him  to  give  a 
^proper  explanation,  for  lie  would  not  mffer  himself  to  mppose 
**  that  Bog  cmdd  intend  to  convey  the  smallest  imputation  upon 
**  his  conduct.** 

These  last  words  brought  up  Gog  in  a  fuss.  He  payeth  Mr. 
Button  sundry  compliments,  and  appeals  to  the  Sub-committee, 
whether  he  had  not  always  expressed  the  obligations  which  tlic 
Catholic  cause  owed  to  his  exertions  and  talents,  and  whether 
he  had  not  always  said  that  the  Catholics  were  bound,  in  honor, 
not  only  to  reward  himf  but  to  raise  his  fortune.  That  he 
thought  his  (Mr.  Button's,)  measures  for  tlie  last  few  days, 
alluding  to  the  business  of  the  petition,  had  tended  too  much  to 
commit  the  Catholics  with  Parliament,  but  was  satisfied,  at  the 
same  time,  of  the  perfect  purity  of  his  intentions ;  tiiat,  as  to 
the  expressions  liimself  had  used,  he  never  intended  by  them  to 
convey  tlie  smallest  imputation  on  Mr.  Button,  and,  particu- 
lariy,  as  to  wliat  he  had  said  about  <^  comers,"  which  he  now 
saw  was  equivocal ;  he  was  sorry  it  had  escaped  him ;  and  beg- 
ged to  recall  it;  he  added  sundry  civil  things,  to  all  whicli  Mr. 
Button  answei*cd  by  a  low  bow,  and  so  the  afiair  ended. 

Now  the  fact  is,  Gog  knew  very  well  what  he  was  saying, 
and  did  intend  to  attach  an  oblique  ceasure  on  Mr.  Button, 
which  would  have  stuck  to  that  gentleman,  if  he  had  not  imme- 
diately resented  it  Another  fact  is,  that  Gog  is  not  a  firm  man^ 
which  is  so  much  the  better  for  Mr.  Button,  who  has,  thci-eby, 
a  claw  upon  the  said  Gog.  If  he  had  not  apologized,  Mr.  But- 
ton would  have  sent  a  certain  officer,  of  tlie  name  of  Edward 
Sweetman,  (who  Ls  indeed  delegate  for  Wexford,  and  does  not 
much  love  Gog,)  witli  a  message,  which  would,  as  is  presumed, 
have  speeilily  brought  him  to  a  proper  sease  of  Ids  duty.  The 
fdhw  will  ruin  me  yet  with  the  CatlioUcs^  if  lie  can :  let  hivif 
hUIwill  dOf  at  all  risques,  what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty. 

The  paper,  with  tlie  attack  on  tlie  Chancellor,  seems  univer- 
sally given  up.  No  body  mentions  it  A  long  despatch  from 
Devereuz,  containing  an  account  of  a  convei*sation  which  he 
had  with  Dundas,  wherein,  after  pressing  him  veiy  hard,  he 
had  driven  him  to  confess,  tliat  they  did  not  intend  to  go  be- 
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yoiitl  partial  irljct  T\te  Sub-rommittcc  puzzled  Ut  know  wliat 
to  Bay  to  this.  Dovereux  in  scwral  inrtra  above  tlicir  present 
koy.  Gag,  at  Irngllit  makes  a  very  ai-tful  atid  iiuidiuuH  attack 
itri  Oevoreux.  under  nJour  uf  cscusing  lus  warmth  aitd  iiiexpe- 
ricncts  and,  in  the  coante  uf  htt  hanuigiic,  lie  twice  /wpni  the  8. 
C.  wimld  not  dinhanor  thtir  drptilg.  Kdwanl  Swfvtman  SanK's 
out,  being  indM-d  n>ustn  and  bosom  friend  to  Dcvereux ;  lii> 
seiznt  the  woi-d  ••  dishonor,'^  otid  smyn  Win  kitisman  ui  not  to  be 
dishonored  by  any  nun.  Uog  tlndH.  to  bJs  great  mortifiration. 
that  this  nonU  do,  andtliathe  lias  a  chance  of  being  very  iiHighly 
handled  by  Swn'tman.  Uc  inunediatrly  begins  ti>  apologize  %itb 
great  earnestness,  and  vehemence,  and  to  cxpi-CMX  his  great  ro- 
spert  and  aSeetion  (br  Devercux.  The  S.  C.  ail  at  once,  de* 
flare  their  asM-ntto  thK  and  aay  that  no  man  could  possibly  in- 
tend di.ire^ipcct  to  Mr.  Derereux :  ao,  at  length,  with  notnc  diffi- 
culty, Sweetmau  i^  parified,  and  Gog  got  out  of  what,  at  fii^t, 
appeared  to  be  an  ngly  serape.  (iiig  has  managed  liis  matl^rs 
poorly  enough,  to  be  obliged  to  apologize  twiee  in  one  week  ;  he 
hat«'K  Sir  Thomas  French,  Sweetman.  and  Mr.  Uiitttm.  worse 
than  tiie  Doit,  and  for  a  good  rauoa. 

My  own  opinimi  is,  tliat  De^vrrux  did  ttol  act  lik«  a  trained 
politician  in  tliis  business,  but  he  did  like  a  good  Irishman,  and 
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proceedings  for  smne  time  back.   Tliey  have  totally  lost  tlie 
■pirit  which  they  seemed  to  have  in  England. 

February  1,  1793.  Debate  on  the  late  business  with  the 
G<ddsmith's  corps.  A  few  days  ago  they  paraded,  when  tliey 
were  informed  by  Alderman  Warren,  that  if  tliey  attempted  to 
march,  he  would  take  the  officers  into  custody ;  on  which,  after 
j»me  consideration,  it  was  agreed  to  disperse.  The  reason  of 
this  m-as,  tiiat  some  individuals  threatened  to  resist^  by  force, 
and  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  commit  the  volunteers  witli 
Government  just  now.  There  are  about  250  volunteers  in  Dub- 
lin, and  ttie  garrison  is  not  less  than  2,500,  so  tiiat  resistance 
is  out  of  the  question  for  the  present  Do  Government  mean  to 
carry  the  principle  on  with  other  corps?  Will  they  go  on  and 
disarm  us  all?  I  hope  not 

February  4.  Hobart  presented  tiie  petition,  and  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  is  granted.  The  mcasui*e  of  relief 
intended,  as  chalked  out  by  him,  Ls  as  follows:  The  elective 
franchise.   Magistracies.    Right  of  endowing  schools.   Admis- 
sibility to  corporations.    Right  of  carrying  arms,  subject  to 
modification.    Civil  offices,  subject  also  to  modification;  but 
we  shaU  see  more  when  the  bill  is  introduced,  and  still  more 
when  it  is  carried.   The  points  witiiheld  are:  The  two  Houses 
of  Parliament   The  Bench,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  tiie  Revenue.    The  last  two  are  nonsense.   There  is  no  need 
of  an  act  of  Parliament  to  do  what  tiie  King  can  do  of  himself, 
and  it  establishes  a  principle  of  exclusion,  which  ought  to  be 
kept  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible.   Will  the  Catiiolics  be 
satisfied  with  this  bill  ?  I  believe  they  will,  and  be  damned !  I  am 
knng  ground  amongst  them,  I  see,  hourly,  owing  to  my  friend 
Gog,  who,  I  know,  will  work  me  out  He  does  not  like  to  have 
me  close  enough  to  inspect  his  actions,  and  I  am  much  afraid  he 
has  some  foul  negotiation  on  foot  I  know  no  more  of  their  plans 
fir  the  last  week  than  the  man  in  the  moon. 

FAruary  5.  Gog  has  exhibited  a  master-stroke!  Hemo^-ed 
this  day,  when  only  nine  gentiemen  were  present  ^that,  in 
order  to  unite  secrecy  and  despatch,  the  gentiemen  who  have 
been  ^pointed  to  <<  wait  cm  the  Minister,  be  requested  to  con- 
^tiime  their  applications,  in  order  to  carry  into  eflbct  the  object 
*  of  the  petition."  This  seems  innocent  enough,  but  what  does 
it  mean?  It  is  a  delegation  of  the  whole  power  of  the  Catholic 
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body,  to  seven  men  who  have  no  iIcGnitc  itmtriictioiis,  wlio  1 
not  bound  to  iriwi-t  their  pnx-eedings,  mill  who  )ihvp  no  r 
Bibility.  The  Sub-coniniittce  is  ihas  adjoiimed  sine  die. 
Catholic  body  la  governed  by  a  Septtiiiviiiite,  Gog  being  I 
tatotv    This  w  all  damiicil  fine,  but  it  nont  do.   M'liat  1 
moi-e  cui-ious  is.  that,  nf  ttie  nine  men  who  voted  tliw  v,i^ 
measure,  jive  were  ut'  tlie  deputation.    Magog.  Mr.   Htr 
and  over}  body  else,  are  fairly  excluded  IroDi  all  kiiowlei: 
of  or  intcrfiTcm-e  in  Catholic  affairs,  and  thatuilliout  tlic  Ii 
bustle  or  noise.    This  scheme  will  never  do.   We  must  t 
rounter-re volution,  or  an  open  meeting.    Gog  in  as  deep  « 
(iraw-wcll.     Mr.  Hutton  intbruis  Magog  of  tliis  unw 
cliange.    Magog  in  a  rage;  swears  be  u ill  take  Gog  t 
stills.    Goes  oB*  to  iiifluiiie  the  citizens  agaia<it  the  Septei 
Tlieir  i-eign.  I  see  clearly,  will  be  vei-y  brief.  It  is  to  be  hhi 
a  damned  iinpmleiit  attemjit,  and  a  very  artful  one  of  Gug. 

February  Gt/i.  A  meeting  of  malcontents:  Present,  Maj 
Cupt.  Swectinan,  I*.  1*.  and  Mr.  Uutton.   Much  railing  agi 
die  new  Dictator;  a  formal  conspiracy  agauist  Lis  aiitliorit] 
Magog  has  poisonwl  the  whole  city.    Agi-ee  to  call  tlic  S 
committee,  and  ivsciiid  tlie  vote  ap))oiiitiiig  tlie  Srjilemviri  f  { 
defeated  in  tlie  Sub~conunittee.  to  call  tlie  General  Committ 
Gog's  iK'w  authority  tottering  already.    Mr.  Hutton  and  1*.  t 
i^alk  together:  much  laiigiiing  at  Mr.  Hutton,  who  is  Indeed  ■ 
ex-minister,  and  ho  longer  possesses  tbecotdideDceof  tlieC 
lies.  All  this  will  soon  be  rectified.  As  tlie  Septemviri  will  sc 
abolished,  it  is  tiiought  proper  here  to  insert  a  list  of  tkcirn 
Sir  Ttiomas  French.  Jc^n  Keogh.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  1 
M-Donnell,  Christopher  Belle w,  Edward  Byrne,  and  Den 
Thomas  O'Brien. 

February  7tli.  Magog  is  ready,  and  has  summoned  the  S 
committee  for  to-morrow. 

Fcbniary  8(/i.  A  complete  counter-revolution  effected,  i 
ibc  Septemviri  removed  witliout  tumult  or  disturbance, 
moved,  tliat  tiie  order  of  the  5tli  be  ivsciiidcd,  wliicli,  1 
feeble  opposition  from  tlie  Dictator,  w  lio  is  once  more  tndeod.  b 
come  plain  Gog,  is  carried  una  voce.  Gog  lays  down  tlie  (a» 
and  walks  fuKb  a  private  citizen — Huzza!  huzza!  Mr.  RuU 
restored,  also  Magog,  also  all  good  Catliolics.  Huzza!  thstb 
siness  is  over,  and  tiie  Dictatorate  at  an  end,  after  on  exLstcnd 
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of  three  days*  May  all  unjiist  power  have  as  speedy  a  termina- 
tion! The  deputation  report,  that  they  were  sent  for  tiiLs  morn- 
ing by  Hobailf  to  tell  them,  <*  That  nothing  could  be  done  in  the 
*»  business  of  tiie  bill  for  the  i*elief  of  the  Catliolirs,  unless  lie 
**  should  be  enabled  to  say,  tliat  tliey  would  be  satisfied  wiUi  tlie 
**  measures  at  present  intended ;  that,  by  being  satisfied,  is  meant, 
**  that  the  public  muid  should  not  be  irntated  in  the  manner  it  has 
**  been,  for  some  tune  past :  that  it  is  not  meant  to  say,  that  future 
'*  applications  may  not  be  made,  but  tliat  if  they  (tlie  Catholics) 
'^  ^ill  not  for  the  present  be  satisfied,  it  Ls  better  to  make  a  stand 
**  here,  than  to  concede,  and  thei-eby  to  give  them  sti*ength,  by 
"  which  they  might  be  able  fuiiilier  to  embarrass  Administration, 
"^perhaps  next  session/'  Tliis  is  pretty  stout  language  of  the 
Secretary.  It  is  observable,  that,  last  night,  20,000  aiiny  and 
16,000  militia  \vei*c  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that 
opposition,  and  pailicularly  Grattan,  were  as  eaiiiest  in  the 
measure  as  the  Treasui^  bench.  They  ai'e  a  fine  set,  to  be  sure, 
altogether.  Grattan  di'eads  the  people  as  nuich  as  Monck  Ma- 
son. A  long  coiivei*sation  amongst  the  Catholics  on  tlie  point  of 
declaring  tliems(*lves  satisfied,  or  not,  with  Ilobaii's  bill.  For 
satisfaction,  SirTlioniasFi'ench,Bellew,  Bynie.  O'Connor,  and 
Keogh:  against  it,  O^Gonnan,  Sweetman,  M*Connick,  and  James 
Plunkett.  This  is  as  imiMilaiit  a  ciisis,  as  any  whicli  has  oc- 
curred in  Catliolic  affairs. 

For  satisfaction :  it  is  said,  tliat  the  people  out  of  doors  would 
disown  us,  if  we  were,  after  bringing  the  questicm  thus  far  pi-os- 
perously,  now  to  refuse  purchasing  tlie  present  bill  at  so  cheap 
a  price :  that  the  Secretary  did  not  say  that  we  were  to  acqui- 
esce for  ever  under  tlie  measui*es  intended,  butonly  tliat  the  public 
mind  should  not  be  uritated ;  that  evei*}*  accession  of  strength 
enabled  us  tlie  better  to  secure  tlie  remainder ;  that  wx  might 
take  what  was  now  offeird,  and  in  a  year  or  two  apply  for  what. 
was  witliheld ;  that  the  pi-esent  bill  would  give  substantial  i*elief ; 
that  the  numbei*s  who  would  suffer  bv  what  was  withheld  wei*e 
▼ery  few,  in  comparison  with  those  who  would  be  satisfied  by 
what  was  granted :  that,  as  to  the  Bench,  few  Catholic  lawyers 
coold  be,  even  in  point  of  standing,  fit  for  that  station  for  many 
years,  before  which  time  it  was  hoped  all  distinctions  would  he 
done  away ;  that,  as  to  seats  in  Parliament,  if  all  were  this  mo- 
ment granted,  no  Catholic  gentleman  is  prepait^l,  by  freeholders 
Vol.  l—r^2 
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or  othenv'ise,  for  an  immecHatc  contest,  so  that  ia  rase  of  a  | 
iieral  electiun  immpdiatelv,  the  Protestant  gentry  must  cnroe  In 
without  op|tosition:  that  a  few  years  \\'oulil  alter  tliis,  fttid  ens- 
hie  the  CatholiciJ  to  make  their  ai-raiigeinents,  wi  as  to  enga|;e 
in  the  contest  on  equal  tenn.s.  It  was  again  and  again  preawd, 
iJiat  tlie  people  would  not  be  with  uh,  and,  finally,  it  was  uked, 
vfcrc  we  pivparetl  for  the  coiisequeiires  of  n  refuKal  ^  tliat  i^  in 
plain  English,  woi-e  we  ready  to  take  the  fieliP  An  argmneat 
which  seemed  to  have  its  due  weight  witli  divers  of  the  iiS8ail* 
bly. 

On  the  nllier  hand :  it  was  said,  that  what  had  been  deter- 
mined by  tlie  general  will  of  the  Catliolics  of  Ireland  assemliMi 
(-ould  not  be  ret  elated  by  tbe  persons  ap]>oint4Hl  to  cari'y  thai  «1U 
into  execution ;  that  the  Sub-committee  hail  not  even  tiic  power 
of  discussing  tlie  Minister's  propositions;  that  if  the  CatboUn 
wei-e  still  to  be  kept  fi-om  an  equal  share  of  tlic  benefits  of  tlie 
Constitution,  they  should  not  sanction  tbe  exclusion  by  conoir* 
ring  in  it ;  tliat  it  would  ill  become  tliem  now  to  ask  less*  when 
they  had  ohtiuned  the  Royal  approbation  of  tlieir  claims  when 
they  had  tlie  support  of  tlic  entire  North,  and  so  many  rrsnort- 
able  county  meetings  of  flieir  Protestant  bretbren  jmned  to  tbrir 
uwn  united  strengtli,  than  they  liad  dune  at  a  time  when  so  many 
fortunate  circumstances  had  not  yet  concurred  in  their  favor: 
Ihat  tJic  projwsal  originated  witli  men  w ho  had  ain ays  been  tl»eir 
enemies,  and  thei-cfore  was  brought  forward  evidently  with  a 
view  to  distract  and  dividr  them ;  that  the  iieople  were  with  Ihc 
Sub-committee,  as  appeared  by  the  universal  satisfaction  whicli 
the  i-csolution  of  tlic  Grand  Cflinmittee,  to  go  for  complete  etnan- 
cipation,  had  given  to  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  Catliulics ; 
tliat  they  were  unable  to  cope  witli  their  rncmies  in  tlie  arta  o( 
negotiation :  that  if  tlie  Minister  dejsired  tliat  ex]iression  of  9 
tisfaction,  which  tlie  Siih-committee  neither  could  norongl 
give,  tlie  Grand  Committee  might  he  summoned),  tlie  bare  I 
tion (if which  would  deter  him  from  pressing  it  farther;  tlaQ 
to  the  *•  tente<l  field,"  such  language  was  not  to  he  held  d 
an  unarmed  people,  pursuing  their  just  rights,  and  using,  l 
desiiing  to  use,  noother  weapons thanaxsulky.unaccoi 
••ing.cnmpluining,constitiitiunal  loyalty."  Finally,  itwaaaj 
prenseil,  and  insisted  upon,  that  the  Grand  Coniniittec  li 
already  decided  in  favor  of  tlic  w  hole  measure,  no  body. 
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dividual  among  the  Catholics,  had  power  to  sanction  any  mea- 
Bure,  shcni;  of  complete  relief. 

After  much  altercation  and  repetition  of  tlie  above  arguments^ 
on  both  sides,  the  Sub-committee  broke  up,  without  coming  to 
any  determination.  I  see  the  whoU  measure  is  decidedly  lost. 


LetUrs  from  the  Catholic  8\ib<ommitteef  during  the  negotiation 

with  Secretary  Hobart. 

Sib:  In  communicating  to  tiie  Sub-committee  tlie  conversa- 
tion you  honored  us  with  last  Monday,  we  stated  your  appre- 
hensions, tliat  our  opponents  might  draw  arguments  against  us, 
if  our  petition  to  Pai'liamcnt  was  in  the  words  of  tlie  sketch  sub- 
mitted to  you. 

Although  tlie  Sub-committee  have  no  autliority  to  narrow  the 
object  decided  upon  by  tlie  delegated  Catliolics  of  Irt^land,  which, 
as  we  had  tlie  honor  to  acquaint  you,  was  to  petition  for  the 
repeal  of  all  the  penal  laws,  yet  tlic  Sub-committee  have  power 
to  choose  the  woi-ds,  tliat  may  convey  that  pi*ayer. 

In  deference  to  your  advice,  tliey  have  changed  the  worths  of 
that  prayer,  agreeably  to  the  copy  ^e  have  the  honor  to  enclose, 
which  is  now  expressed  pi-ccisely  as  in  tlie  petition  pi*esented  to 
our  beloved  Soveroign,  and  most  graciously  i*eceived  by  him, 
and  in  consequence  of  which  he  has  rccx)mmendcd  liLs  Catliolic 
subjects  to  the  liberality  of  Parliament 

We  have  no  doubt  but  Parliament  will,  in  their  wisdom  and 
liberality,  imitate  the  example  of  tlie  Father  of  all  liis  jieople,  in 
their  reception  of  this  our  petition. 

We  hope  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  will  owe  to  you,  his  Majes- 
ty's Minister  in  Ireland,  the  obligation  of  presenting  and  sup- 
porting tliis  petition,  and  tlie  more  so,  as  you  will  tliereby  effec- 
tually cement  and  unite  all  Ids  Majesty's  Catliolic  subjects  in 
support  of  the  Constitution. 

We  submit  to  you.  Sir,  whether  tliis  must  not  be  the  will  of 
the  best  of  Kings ;  otherwise,  we  would  be  expected  to  be  attach- 
ed to  a  constitution  from  which  we  are  excluded. 

And  tlias,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  in  Ireland  will  have  tlie 
honor  of  making  this  Government  as  popular,  and  as  strong,  as 
QorKlng  is  justly  revered  and  loved  by  his  grateful  people. 

January  Slst^  1793. 
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Sir:  AgirciJ'lj' to  jour  desire.  I  ha\c  Hip  lionor  nf  sending 
Toii,  enclosed,  a  pajier  conbuning  tlic  idb'i-atiotis,  niiii-ked  in  ivd 
ink.  wliich  ttie  Sub-committee  of  Catbolirs  wished  to  submit  to 
you.  1o  be  adopted  in  Hh'  bit)  for  t)ie  i-elief  of  their  people,  so 
timt  tlie  objects  it  purposes  may  he  effeclually  aecomplLslieil.  It 
is  k)so  orronipanicd  by  anotlier,  explaining  the  grotindEi  on  w  hicli 
Slid  alterations  are  proposed.  This  is  not  sta  full  as  might  bn 
wiMtinl,  from  the  idiortness  of  tiie  notice ;  hut  if  you.  Sir,  and 
the  King's  law  sen-anK  shall  .judge  any  further  explanation 
lo  he  neressnry.  ami  will  be  so  gomi  to  allow  our  counsel  the 
opportunity,  tliey  will  attend  when  you  may  direct 

1  liuve  the  lionor  to  be,  with  the  highest  re.spert. 

RAND.VL  MDONNELL- 

Q-2d  Fcbniart/.  1793. 

.Vatf  £y  iht  E-Siir.  Thne  two  f*t*l  lelien  mtrlc  tlie  cnsii  in  the  Calholic 
«(r.ii>,  when,  oicrretched  by  ihe  mperiorart  of  (heir  advFr«»rie«  in  the  Irish 
Govrmitipnt,  ihrir  irretolution  lost  an  o[)porIunity,  which  Ihey  have  never 

From  ihii  dite  my  r»ttier'i  joumsU  «re  »ll  lost.  A  frw  ff»gTnents  of  memo- 
inilumi  ind  littcn,  of  the  two  Eubwquent  yewB,  will  complete  lhi«  Appen- 
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be  requested  to  report  at  two  o'clock  to-inori*ow.  The  following 
gentlemen  compose  tlie  committee:  Messrs.  Hamill,  Devereux, 
Ed^tird  HaVy  M*Cormick,  J.  J.  M'Donnell,  Dr.  Macuevcny 
and  Dr.  Ryan. 

2.  Besolvedf  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  now  appointed  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  Sub-committee,  and  report  at  10 
to-morrow  morning,  what  sums  appear  owing  by  tlie  same.  The 
committee  consists  of  tlic  following  gentlemen:  SirT.  Ft'ench, 
Messrs.  Warren,  Mansfield,  Arthur,  Fitzgei*ald,  Tceling,  and 
Capt  Sweetman,  of  Wexford. 
The  committee  then  adjounied  till  to-morrow  at  10  o*clock. 

RICHARD  MXORMICK, 
JOHN  SWEETMAN, 
THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 

Mtcs  of  the  Debate* 

•Mr.  Harvey  Hay  in  tlie  chair — Repoi-t  of  delegation  read. 
-  Edward  Sweetman^  of  W.  Object  of  dcputiition  to  obtain  to- 
tal emancipation.  Relief  obtained  incomplete.  Necessary  to  siiow 
why  tliis  hapi>ened  so.   Report  necessaiy  to  be  more  full,  and 
show  tlic  cause  of  failuiv. 

Lynch*  Impossible  to  be  done  under  two  or  three  days. 

BrauglialL  Impossible  for  delegates  to  know  the  cause.  Pri- 
vate motives  of  men  in  ]x>wer  unknown.  S|)eeches  of  membersof 
Parliament,  containing  their  motives,  sufficiently  public.  Recom* 
mends  unanimity.  Elective  fi-anchise  will  infallibly  and  speedily 
produce  what  is  withheld,  unless  we  desti-oy  it  by  disunion.  No 
doubt  the  delegates  will  ivadily  explain  any  difficulty,  which 
they  are  able  to  do,  in  debate,  if  specifically  pointed  out. 

Geraghty.  No  powers  of  negotiation  given  to  delegates,  but 
to  Sub-committee,  who  will  reimii:. 

Teeling.  If  I'ejmrt  contains  all  tliat  the  deputation  have  to  say, 
well  and  good ;  if  not,  tliey  will  doubtless  say  so,  and  conmiuni- 
cate  all  that  tliey  know. 

E.  Sweetman,  Necessary  for  Catholics  to  know  what  com- 
munications have  been  held  witli  Dundas  and  other  men  in  pow- 
er ;  otiierwise,  tliey  are  iucomjietent  to  know  whetlier  the  depu- 
tation have  done  their  duty.  Tlie  demand  of  Catholics  was  totalj 
why  is  their  relief  par/ /a/.-^ 
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ment ;  but  he  did  imply  his  assent  by  reference  to  conduct  of 
administration  here.  North,  now  under  a  cloud  of  censure, 
therefore  doubly  necessary  to  sliow  our  gratitude.  Dundas  read 
to  them  from  a  paper  cei-tain  words  reflecting  on  <<  seditions," 
&c  Deputation  refused  to  concur.  Agreed  to  profess  loyalty, 
but  not  to  condemn  any  [x^ople  by  implication.  Deputation  with 
the  Castle  here.  Mr.  Hobart,  during  the  whole  intercourse, 
fair,  candid,  and  honorable,  decided  to  carrj'  as  much  as  he 
could  in  Parliament  He  pressed  a  shoi*t  bill,  never  agreed  to 
in  any  instance,  in  rexrollcction  of  Keogh.  Hobart  said,  lie  was 
ready,  if  they  were  satisfied,  to  introduce  a  short  bill,  which  they 
reflised.  Petition  went  for  full  relief,  and  was  presented.  Bill 
was  introduced  by  Hobart  Difficulty  to  can*y  it  He  pressed 
them  to  say  they  would  find  tlie  bill  substantial,  which  tliey  re- 
fused to  say  on  behalf  of  General  Committee  or  Sub-committee, 
or  as  delegates,  but  did  as  individuals.  Bill  tlien  enlarged  by 
sweeping  clause.  If  his  opinion  is  necessary,  it  Ls,  tiiat  had  a 
bill  for  the  whole  measure  been  inti*oduced  it  would  have  been 
lost  Catliolics  have  gi*eat  reason  to  be  rejoiced  and  grateful  at 
what  tliey  have  got  Knumeration  therex)f.  By  these,  what  is 
withheld  must  be  obtiiined  by  the  elective  franchise.  Members 
of  Parliament  will  be  interested  to  patronize  tlie  Catholic  cause. 
Great  offices  of  state  are,  indeed,  witliheld,  but  rather  painful 
to  the  pride  tlian  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Catliolics. 
Elective  franchise,  a  solid  victoiT  to  Catholics,  and  pi-esent  bill 
must  fall  in  time  by  its  own  absurdity,  as  emancipating  the  ig- 
norant and  disfranchising  the  infoiined.  Obligations  to  the 
King  for  his  recommendation.  Wonder  that  Catholic  emanci- 
pation has  been  effiscted,  witliout  a  blow.  Show  example  of  spi- 
rit of  union  and  incorimration  with  the  people  of  Belfast  and 
prove  we  arc  desirous  and  dcser\'ing  of  tlicir  confidence.  (Plau- 
dits.) 

Dfvereux.  Reason  of  expressing  surprise  at  this  partial  bill, 
because  contrary  to  sentiments  of  deputation  in  London,  and  al- 
so because  the  whole  measure  ivas  sanctioned  by  English  niinis- 
tiy.  Alter  the  last  inteniew,  Devereux  pressed  to  send  off  t^vo 
gentlemen  to  Ireland,  to  prevent  if  possible,  a  half  measure. 
English  ministry  agreed  that  a  bill  for  tlie  whole  measure  might 
be  introduced.  First  material  error  in  Keogh*s  statement  ne- 
glecting to  do  justice  to  his  own  talents,  by  stating  how  he  over- 
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powen-d  tlic  English  Minister.  Iiiter\  iew  iifler  tlic  iKtilioii  was 
ivrHird.  EiidcuTors  to  bring  liim  to  a  ilefiuilivc  luiswer.  lie. 
said  lie  would  only  ciqiert  to  be  HUp|)orti'd  by  the  Catholics  ai- 
rording  to  tin'  measure  of  relief  iTcci\  «l  by  tlitm.  Dctennina- 
tioii  to  bring  liiiu  to  a  definitive  conclusion  at  another  intrnii'». 
At  UiLs  meeting  Dundas  ditl  not  ajipear  imrictiially.  wliicb  wiis 
very  nnroiiiinon.  Mr.  Nepean  took  Keugb  into  anoUirr  mom. 
Loi-d  Alicfioi'ii  came  in  and  cxin-esst^i  his  sni-prisc  at  tlie  ini- 
jiunctualitj  of  Dundas,  whicli  was  ho  totally  against  his  cnstum.- 
Thi-i  made  tbein  wonciei'  and  i-esolve  lo  send  in  for  Kcogh, 
wbi)  came  out,  alter  having  been  absent  thive  rjuarteiti  of  an 
hour.  Duiulas  l/iea  np))oared.  and  tlic  deputation  was  introduc- 
ed. I'nssed  him  vei*}'  hani  for  an  answer,  but  not  with  equal 
Hkill  or  foix'c  on  tlie  |iart  of  Keogh.  At  length,  Uirreorthv 
delegates  rose,  and  the  English  Ministers ;  Sir  T.  Firnch 
and  Uevnvux  i-cmnim'd  sitting  for  some  time,  but  were  finally 
obliged  to  rise  and  gii  ofT  with  the  rest.  When  retnj-ned,  tlie 
others  agreed  that  they  had  got  a  satisfactory  and  positive  an- 
swer :  bill,  "u  Sir 'I'.  FiTncli  piVMsing  them,  it  wasyrniiidnut 
tlial  they  had  iiol.  It  liieii  became  necessary  to  send  off  the  gen- 
tlenu'n  to  piY\eiil  a  half  measuir. 

E.  ■S-urrtnuiii.  Mr.  Kengh  oReivd  to  give  an  answer  lo  any 
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JOofA.  Ill  health ;  but  the  English  Minister  was  so  pressed 
by  others,  that  he  declared  ofbcn,  that,  from  tlie  delicacy  of  his 
sitsation,  he  could  not  give  more  information  tlian  he  had  done, 
and  that  he  had  been  more  explicit  than  ever  Minister  had  been. 
Defence  of  Hobart's  sincerity ;  great  difficulties  in  Parliament 
from  state  of  Protestant  ascendency ;  and  doubts  of  success, 
from  connecting  our  cause  with  the  successes  of  the  French. 
(Heard  very  coolly.) 

BandaU  MacdormelL  Motion  unnecessary.  All  information 
known  to  Sub-committee  and  country  gentlemen.  This  kind  of 
examination  is  turning  the  General  Committee  into  a  kind  of 
secret  committee,  and  compelling  men  to  accuse  themselves ; 
fishing  for  evidence  out  of  tlieir  own  mouths.  The  object  of  the 
mission  was  to  get  the  King's  answer ;  tliat  answer  was  favor- 
able^ tiierefore  tiiey  appear  to  have  done  tlieir  duty,  and  should 
receive  the  thanks  of  the  General  Committee. 

&  Swettmatu  If  all  information  be  given^  he  must  be  satis- 
fied. Passions  and  interests  of  monopolists,  the  reasons  of  our 
failure,  as  is  said,  &c.  Narrative  of  proceedings  of  Executive 
CoundL  (See  my  journals  of  tiiat  date) — (a  heavy  long  speech.) 

jDr.  Syaiu  Ratiier  meet  to  congratutate  each  other  on  what 
we  have  got,  than  condole  on  wliat  has  been  withheld.  Time 
must  effectuate  what  has  been  left  undone.— (A  very  classical 
and  elegant  essay  on  the  advantages  of  the  present  bill.) 

Dm  T.  (yBrien.  Moves  an  aildress  of  tiianks  to  his  Majesty 
to  be  prepared. 

X  Swutman.  Presents  two  addresses,  and  moves  that  they 
be  submitted  to  a  committee.  (Referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
liliole.) 

Mr.  Byrne  in  the  chair.  First  paragraph  read. 

Dr.  Macnevin.  Objects  to  the  word  *<  substantial f^*  as  convey- 
ing, or  being  liable  to  be  twisted  to  convey  an  idea  of  complete 
satisfaction.  Catiiolics  still  in  a  state  of  subordination  and  infe- 
riority.   Moves  his  own  addi*ess. 

tO^h.  Approves  of  the  present  one.  The  people  will  not  be 
pleased  with  any  thing  like  a  spirit  of  demand  in  the  address: 
(tedious  and  feeble.) 

Tiding.  Agreed  on  two  points.  First,  to  express  our  loyalty 
as  strongly  as  possible.  Secondly,  to  assert,  with  all  possible 
Vol.  I— S5 
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gnitJciK&s,  oiir  delrnoinaUoti  tu  itock  for  what  iiaa  been  witb-'^ 
lirltl.    Pntposrs  mn  animdmfiil. 

Dr.  Ryan,  The  ittldress  it  prtwjieclive.    Proves  it  by  x\a 
extracts. 

£.  Swertman,  ^c.  Nothing. 

Sir  Thomas  Frenth.  Gratcrul,  and  desirous  to  sliow  it  in  the 
niiist  grarious  manner.  Notliing  in  tlie  pirscnt  address,  which 
rail  {Misnihly  present  applications  in  future. 

Itfvtreiix.  Speechifying  sadly  all  tias  day,  Act. 

■Xotes  an  ntips  ofpaprr. — Most  interesting  sight  to  behold  th« 
rnininittee  now,  ami  to  compare  it  witli  last  December. 

Thb  kind  of  attack  has  been  of  infinite  aert  ice  lo  Keogh.  If 
lliey  liud  let  him  alone,  he  would  have  gone  down. 

8tli  SiTTiwo — .fpril  ir,    1793.  i 

Th.  Fitzgerald  in  tlie  chair. 

'I1h' ccHnmittee  ordered  to  prepare  an  address  to  tlie  King. 
rr|iort  ami  [iretient  an  address,  which,  being  read,  {taragi-apb 
b\  jiarHgrajih,  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

1.  JfrMfrni.  Tliat  the  address  be  foi-thwith  engrossed. 

''.  Urtoivfd.  I'hat  tlie  committee  who  prejiared  tlie  address 
tn  (W  Kiw^.  dn  {>re|tare  another  to  his  excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
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MUs  on  the  debate. 

T.  Fitzgerald  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Maeneroen^  from  the  Committee  on  tlie  Address^  appointed 
yesterday,  reports  the  same.  Read,  paragraph  by  paragrapli, 
and  (H^crod  to  bo  engrossed  forthwitlu 

JSimtK  moves  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant    Ordered,  &c 

Ed.  8weetman.  Reads  a  string  of  resolutions,  and  gives  notice 
fliat  he  will  move  tlie  same  to-morrow — (plaudits.) 

Teding.  Reports  progress  from  Committee  of  AccxMints,  and 
asks  leave  to  sit  again.  He  hopes  to  be  ready  to-morrow. 
Granted. 

BraughalL  To  request  tlie  delegates  who  have  made  collec- 
tions, will  make  returns  of  same  to  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Br.  Rfan.  Reports  ^  Address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant'*  Read 
paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Lyndu  If  intended  to  compliment,  this  address  cannot  stand. 
If  not,  it  may.  The  Greneral  Committee  will  choose  which  tliey 
mean  to  do. 

Deroereux.  Philippic  against  administration.  Loyal  to  Ring, 
but  will  stigmatize  tlie  enemies  to  tlie  Catholics. 

LipMh.  <<  That  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ought  to  be  thanked,  as 
being  separate  from  his  administration." 

M^Cormick.  The  address  is  of  a  grateful  nature. 

neling.  A  small  eulogy  on  Major  Hobart 

N.  B.  The  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  passed  with  the 
dissent  of  flie  two  Wexford  delegates,  who  have  been  instructed 
so  to  do  by  their  constittients,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fortli- 
witli. 

HandaU  MacdonnelL  Tliat  same  committee  be  ordered  to  pre- 
pare an  address  or  letter  to  Mr.  Hobart,  and  request  his  permis- 
sion to  present  liim  with  a  piece  of  plate  wortli  £  500. 

Devereux.  Begs  to  be  left  off  the  committee  if  such  be  ap- 
pointody  as  he  thinks  Major  Hobart  the  cause  of  curtailing  the 
intentions  of  his  Majesty  for  a  total  emancipation. 

Air  T.  French.  Defends  Hobart  from  flie  charge.  Minister 
in  England  never  allowed  him  to  say  that  the  King  intended  our 
totel  emancipation. 

Bevereux.  Minist^  did.  For  he  said  tbey  might  bring  in  a 
Uli  for  the  whole. 
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lerest  in  to  unite  all  his  subjects  in  suppoi-t  of  the  Constitutiony 
and  peculiarly  so  at  diis  time.  As  to  major  Hobart  for  tlie  acts 
of  the  Secret  Committee,  for  his  adoption  of  tlie  question  of  Lord 
Hillsborough,  and  for  his  deceiving  tlie  Cadiolics,  lie,  £dwai*d 
Swectmaiiy  ^'ould  vote  against  liim. 

j9.  Uumipson.  Rebellion  in  Belfast,  by  report  of  Secret  Com- 
mittee. 

Ttding.  Rises  in  a  heat  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  tliat  city. 
Defies  any  man  to  prove  any  correspondence  with  France.  If 
diere  was  an  invasion  of  eight  tliousand  French,  it  would  be 
publicly  known  long  since  :  tliese  must  be  idle  rumors.  Belfast 
equal  in  loyalty  and  justice  to  any  part  of  our  counti^*,  (plaudits.) 
To  the  people  of  Belfast  is  owing  tlie  meeting  of  tliis  committee, 
and  all  the  consequent  benefits  which  have  i^csulted  thercii-om< 
(plaudits.)  As  toHobart,  this  question  is  likely  to  produce  a  divi- 
sion ;  best,  tlierefore,  to  withdraw  the  motion,  and  take  flie  pri- 
vate opinions  of  gentlemen.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  advisable  to 
agree  to  it,  as  an  example  to  future  Secretaries,  but,  at  any  rate, 
best  reconsider  it 

•A.  Thompson^  Apologizes  for  what  he  said  of  Belfast  (plaudits.) 

Randall  M^DonndL  Persists  in  his  motion,  but  divides  it : 
1st  A  letter  to  Secretary  Hobart  2d.  An  order  to  Treasurer 
for  £  500,  for  a  piece  of  plate. 

Ltwinis*  A  very  sensible  and  spirited  speech,  against  giving 
any  degree  of  tlianks,  greater  than  tlie  merits  of  Secretary  Ho- 
bart 

Man^dd.  Wishes  to  postpone  tlie  question.  Reads  accounts 
of  a  meeting  at  Waterfoi*d,  deprecating  separate  addresses.  De- 
sultory debate  on  the  merits  of  Secretary  Hobart 


9tli  Sitting— ^jwiZ  18,  1793. 

Jame$  Jirdibold^  Esq.  in  tlie  chair. 

1*  BiMolvedf  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  draw 
np  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Secretary  Hobart,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  form  the  said  committee,  MM.  R.  Macdonnell, 
Fitxgcrald,  Teeling,  Warren,  Reogh,  Hamill,  and  Dr.  Ryan. 

Mr*  Devereux  gave  notice  tliat  lie  would,  on  the  next  meet- 
iD|^  move  certain  resolutioas  relative  to  the  future  applications 
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tn  our  grarioiiB  So^Trcign,  and  to  tlie  Logixlatnt-e,  for  tlic  en- 
lii-c  iTm»\  a1  of  all  tlie  disqualifications  and  tlcgnidations  under 
whirh  WTslill  labor. 

Ml-.  Randa.n  Mucdonnoll  reported,  from  tlie  romniittcp  ap- 
pitiiitcil  to  prepare  the  addtv^i  to  Serretai-y  Hobai-t;  and.  tlio 
Kamc  being  i-ead,  it  was  irsolved  that  tlie  same  lie  i-ecommitted, 
and  die  follon  iiig  gentlemen  wei-e  added  to  the  present  rommit- 
tee.  Sir  Tb.  French,  Messi-s.  Devereux.  Mansfield,  LcfebM-c, 
Lynch.  Captain  Swectman,  and  Dr.  Maciievin. 

Captain  Sweetnian  having  rend  certain  resolutions — Resolvtd, 
niat  ihf  Haine  be  i-eferred  to  the  commitftc  above  named,  and 
that  Hiiid  fjinniittce  do  rrport  at  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  next: 

Resolved,  That  the  chair  be  taken  on  Satui-day  next  at  ten 
o'clock  jircciscly  ;  and  that  tlic  adilivss  to  the  King  be  Higned 
on  Saturday  moiniing. 

Xoles  nflhe  Debate. 
Jiimf.i  Jlrchbold.  Esi/.  in  the  chair. 

Randall  Mucdoniiell.  To  appoint  tlie  coniniittee  to  pitpare  a 
letU-r  to  SeciTtari  Uobart :  cunimittec  struck. 

Mr,  Gernghtij.  To  remind  the  committecoftheirstandingndc. 
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McCormixk.  Deputation  did  act,  not  against^  but  without  the 
suiction  of  Sub-committee,  in  giving  the  petition  to  Secretary 
Hobarty  knowing  tliat  he  would  not  support  the  prayer  thereof; 
and,  in  that,  acted  improperly. 

Ku^hm  Deprecates  disunion.  All  our  strength  little  enough 
to  face  our  conunon  enemies.  If  censure  must  fall,  why  let  it ; 
but  let  business  go  on.  Who  were  that  deputation  ?  MM.  Byrne, 
O'Brien,  &c.  (Edward  Sweetman.  Question.)  (Plaudits,  but 
Bub-committee  very  indignant  with  Sweetman.) 

JVWtf  •/  the  JSdli/0r.— The  rest  of  that  debate  U  lost.  The  letter  was  put 
up  lor  recommittal  and  seven  additional  c^ntlemen  joined  to  the  committee^ 
amongst  others,  Sweetman,  Uevereux,  and  Dr.  McNevin. 


lOtli  Sitting— wJpnZ  19,  1793. 

JVWe  •/  the  £d!(/or.— The  account  of  this  sitting  is  amongst  the  papers  lost, 
all  but  the  last  page,  containing  the  following  resolutions,  (probably  those 
of  Mr.  Devereux,  announced  in  the  sitting  of  the  previous  day.) 

The  4th  resolution  was  then  i*ead  and  agreed  to.  <<  Thanks 
to  Pariiament" 

The  5th  resolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  6th  resolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  from  tlie  Committee  on  Accoimts  reported 
progress,  and  begged  leave  to  sit  again ;  granted. 

7th.  Bi$dvtdj  That  this  committee  shall^  on  Monday  mom- 
ii^9  take  into  consideration^  whetlier,  ha\ing  despatclied  all  ne- 
cessary business,  it  would  be  wise  and  prudent  to  dissolve. 

8th.  Btsdvedj  That  the  deputation  ordered  to  wait  on  Se- 
cretary Hobart,  do  wait  also  on  Secretary  Hamilton,  with  co- 
pies of  the  addresses,  to  know  when  his  Excellency  will  be  at 
leisure  to  receive  the  same. 

And  the  committee  then  adjourned. 

Jfete  ef  the  fcb'/or.— The  notes  of  this  debate,  and  Che  memorandum  and 
notes  of  the  eleventh  sitting,  of  the  General  Committee,  are  both  amongst 
Xht  lost  papers. 
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13lli  Sitting— v);m7  23,  iri 

Sir  T/u>mas  Esmontle,  Bart.,  in  tlie  chjur. 

IliD  C'liAii-niiiii  ol'  tlic  CoiumitttM:  of  Honni'nbte  Engagc-mrnt^. 
pi-PScnU'd  llii'ir  report,  whicli.  being  iTTfivtil,  was  tlwn  rcaJ. 
and  tlie  fwllnwing  resolutions  weiv  agit'ed  to  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  £  1.500  be  iniMlc  »p,  and  pru- 
ienteil  to  Mr.  Tone,  ua  a  testimony  of  liis  Hei'\'ices,  and  <»r  our 
gratitude,  togctJiei-  witli  a  medal,  bearing  a  suitable  inscription) 
value,  Ibirtv  guineas. 

2.  Resolved,  That  tlic Honorable  Simon  Butler,  to  vboni  Uip 
Catliolics  of  Ireland  ai-c  indebted  lor  the  M-ry  aide  Oigext  of 
the  Popci-y  laws,  tlie  intiwluction  prefixed  tliere'l<v  and  tiic 
notes  annexed  to  tlieir  petition  ti>  bis  Majesty,  be  nnpiestpd  tu 
prepare  a  summai-y  of  tlie  Popery  Uvra,  now  in  forrc.  and  tliat 
tlie  sum  of  £  500  be  given  fitr  Ibe  same. 

3.  Stsolrtd.  Tluit  tlic  furtJier  auin  of  £500  be  lent  to  Wil- 
liam Todd  Jones,  Esti.  making,  logetlicr.  the  sum  of  XIUOO 
sterling. 

4.  Reidved,  Tliat  t]ic  tliird  fiirtlicr  sum  of  £300  frtrrling 
be  lent  toWtlUam  Todd  Jones,  Esq.  provided  there  be  funds  tu 
conntf rvall  the  same  after  the  positive  engagement-*  of  tiie  G©* 
ueral  Committee  be  discharged. 

5.  Resolved.  That  Counsellors  Tone  mid  Lynch  bti  rcqqj 
ed  to  prepai-c  a  projwr  certifical«^  of  the  declai'ation  and  a 
required  to  be  tatcen  to  enable  Catholics  to  vote  at  eloctions 
for  Mcmbei's  of  Parliament,  having  been  so  taken :  and  that 
Counsellor  Lynch  do  wait  on  Lord  Clonmell,  in  order  Uiat  his 
Lordship  may  prevent  the  officers  of  Ids  Court  from  itHpiiriiig 
improper  fees  for  giving  a  legal  certificate. 

6.  Resdved.  That  James  Nangle,  Esq.  be  the  Chairman  o 
this  commitU-e  to-mon-ow.    Mr.  Teeling  pn>posed  a  rest>lu| 
respecting  the  Dcfendei*s ;  which  was  receivTd,  and  n-fcr 
tlie  Committee  for  Honorable  Engagements. 

It  was  then  declared  that  the  chair  would  be  taken  at  1 1 
o'clock  to-moiTow,  ami  tliat  the  question  of  the  dissultilion 
should  be  the  order  of  the  day.  And  then  tlie  comniitlee  i 
journcd. 


.\W  cifihc  £i/i(#r.— The  debate  of  tUi»  itj  a  lort. 
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13th  SiTTJNO— April  24,  1793. 
James  MmgU,  Esq.  in  the  chair.  The  order  of  llie  day  was 
read.  That  the  question  of  dissolution  should  be  first  taken  into 
consideration,  namely.  That  it  is  not  wise  and  expedient  for  this 
Committee^  after  having  despatclied  all  business,  to  dissolve. 
Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  question  be  post- 
poned. 

Motes  of  the  Debate. 
Mr.  Mangle  in  the  chair. 

Fitzgerald.  Recommends  unanimit}',  (vide  resolutions;)  moves 
the  question  of  dissolution. 

MamilL  Seconds.  If  dissolved,  let  us  use  plain  language : 
Arts  to  divide  us.  To  one  part}'  is  said,  *<  Will  you  join  Repub- 
licans and  Levellers  ?''  Tliere  are  none  such.  To  the  other,  the 
Catholics  have  sold  you,  and  left  you  in  the  lurch.  Nothing  can 
effectuate  complete  emancipation,  but  union  with  our  Protest- 
ant brethren.  Principle  of  i*cform  recognized  by  Parliament, 
ergo  not  disrespectful  aud  necessary  to  show  our  Protestant 
brethren  tiiat  we  have  not  deserted  them. 

Sir  T.  French.  Not  delegated  by  the  body  to  speak  on  this 
question ;  not  autiiorized.  If  reform  takes  place,  it  must  shut 
out  tiie  Catholics  forever,  for  Grovcmment  will  manage  it  so. 
Sentiment  of  constituents.  Agitation  of  public  mind  has  hurt 
credit  Reform  will  aggravate  all  this.  County  Gralway  thinks 
complete  reform  complete  confusion.  If  people  think  it  a  factious 
and  seditious  measure,  they  will  oppose  it,  and  publish  Crown 
and  Anchor  resolutions.  Dungannon  is  now  put  down ;  gentie- 
men  are  going  about  courting  support,  which  is  very  unfair. 

Dr.  Ryan.  If  you  lay  down  tiie  Catholic  question,  you  must 
teke  up  that  of  reform.  The  remnants  of  tiie  Popery  code  are 
not  enough  to  interest  tiie  people:  Men  will  not  exert  tiiemselves 
to  make  such  a  man  a  Judge,  or  such  a  man  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament. You  must  lay  aside  your  own  question,  because  you 
are  not  supported  by  your  oym  people,  nor  other  parties.  If  you 
act  as  a  sect,  it  may  be  doubtful,  but  if  you  dissolve,  you  must 
speak  for  reform.  The  elective  franchise  does  not  give  you  suf- 
ficient weight,  as  it  can  operate  hut  on  sixty-four  members. 
Better  become  capable  to  be  members  yourselves.  You  must  di- 
Voj^  I-— 34 
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nxrt  TOUT  fire  against  the  Moiio)M>liste ;  ceasing  to  be  a  sect,  it 
is,  fii>ni  ofir  numbers,  more  jiartJrularly  our  interest  If  reform 
ii  obt^ncd,  tlie  penal  code  goes  down  at  once :  (most  beautiful 
itesrriplion  of  liberty!)  Wbat  prevents  von  fmm  coalescing 
nitli  your  I'rotetrtant  brctliren?  Nothing!  Not  religion.  It  is 
the  spirit  of  the  pre-sent  timea  to  let  religion  make  its  own  way 
by  its  own  meritfi.  No  possibility  of  rehiring  conti-oversy.  Not 
disres])cctful  to  Parliament,  who  bave  recognized  tlie  princi- 
ple of  i-efonn.  and  certainly  not  prejudicial  if  we  agree  to  dis- 
M)lve.  In  iTform.  all  distinctions  fall  at  once.  [Attack  on  eccle- 
siaMical  establishments  and  tytbes:  choice  good.)  Separation 
from  Kngland.  Either  regards  the  King  or  British  influence. 
E»  ery  man  ready  to  defend  the  Ring,  but  as  to  influence  it  is  a 
different  question.  Friend  to  a  fair  and  equal  connexion  with 
Britain.  No  friend  to  a  mere  Catliolic  interest,  nor  desirous  to 
sec  Catliolic  Ascendency  succeed  Protestant  Ascendency.  Let 
us  lay  do«*n  the  little  character  of  a  sect,  and  take  up  the  clis- 
rarter  of  a  people. 

Eibcarii  Sn-relman  and  .Vacnerin,  Second  him. 

.'J.  TVtoinsoii  (an  infernal  tory.) 

Lynch.  No  refoi-m  without  a  general  revolution  of  opinion 
Hiid  of  i>roiierty.  (Heard  very  coolly.) 
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Question  put  and  carried^  M'ith  one  negative  (Sir  Thomas 
French.) 


14f/i  Sitting — JlprU  25,  1793. 

James  Joseph  J^Hacdonnell^  Esq.  in  tlic  chair.  Mr.  Teeling, 
from  flie  Committee  of  Accounts,  reports  the  schedule. 

1.  Resolved,  That  tiie  same  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the 
members. 

S.  Besotoedj  Tliat  a  deputation  be  aj^Kunted  to  wait  on  the 
Duke  of  Leinster,  to  request  his  permission  to  place  tlie  statue 
of  his  Majesty,  voted  by  diis  Committee,  in  the  lawn  of  Leinstcr 
house,  and  that  tliis  deputation  do  consist  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Fitzgcraldy  Capt  Swcetman,  and  Mr.  Mansfield. 

3.  Resolvedf  That  John  Comerford.  Esq.  be  continued  our 
IVeasurcr,  and  that  every  county  delegate,  togetlier  with  seven 
delegates  resident  in  Dublin,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  the  collection  and  application  of  money, 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions,  and  for  no  other  purposes 
whatsoever ;  and  that  it  be  our  instruction  to  said  delegates  to 
transmit  to  each  delegate  an  accoimt  of  the  money  received  and 
expended,  as  soon  as  the  objects  for  which  tliey  are  appointed 
shall  have  been  accomplished,  and  tliat  five  be  a  quorum. 

4.  Resolved^  Tliat  the  delegates  to  his  Majesty,  having  re- 
fused fumisliing  any  account  of  their  expenses  on  tliat  commis- 
sion, which  must  have  been  considerable, 

5.  Resclvtdj  Tliat  a  piece  of  plate,  value  one  hundred  gui- 
neas, be  presented  to  each  of  tlie  five  delegates,  who  presented 
the  petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  his  Miyesty,  and  that 
a  suitable  inscription  be  engraved  tliereon. 

6.  Resolved^  Tliat  the  following  gentlemen  be  requested  to 
ait  for  their  pictures,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  placed  ^itli 
those  already  voted.  Sir  Thomas  French,  Mr.  James  Edward 
Devereux,  Mr.  Christopher  Bellew,  and  Capt  Edmund  Sweet- 
maoi  of  Wexford. 

R.  Mccormick, 

J.  SWEETMAN,       V  Secretaries. 
T.  WOLFE  TONE, 
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LETTERS 

from  the  XJnitrd  Irishmen  of  Bdfuil  during  thf  yrar  1795. 

Deab  E«tr al  :  We  had  a  mei-ting  or  UellaNt  tliis  day,  wliicb 
«'as  numerously  attt-ndrd.  fur  the  purpose  or  addrcsnUtg  his  Ma- 
jetit}-  Tor  his  giar ious  interiKiaition  in  Tuvor  of  CatiioUc  enianci- 
patioit.  Wp  were  unanimous.  1  was  SiTiriarv.  'ITic  .  .  .  |>rc- 
pai-ed  a  paiier  which  blew  hot  and  cold  to  his  Majesty  at  tlie 
eaiiie  time.  We  tliwight  a  cuinplinicnl  ought  nut  to  be  mixed  with 
complaint,  and  adopted  one  ()uit>- simple  but  vei-v  loyal.  County 
Down  meets  on  Monilay.  I  mean  to  attend  and  let  you  know  the 
result  as  soon  as  rorivenirnt 

SAM.  NEILSON, 

Janiinri/  19,  1793. 


Dear  Sir  :  Yesteiilay  assembled  at  Anti-ini,  delegates  Tmm 
thirty-five  volunteer  companies  of  thiH  county,  representing  alm\e 
two  tlioiisan<l  men,  and  unanimously  agreed,  Ist.  To  associate  all 
tJie  t'olunteei's  of  the  county  intn  one  body,  and  recommend  sim- 
ilar asKorialJons  to  the  vilnnteers  throiisboitt  the  kingdom,  pre- 
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Mt  Dear  Friend  :  Sinclair  attends  at  Dungannon,  but  it 
will  be  too  late  for  you  to  communicate  with  him,  as  we  expect 
the  business  will  be  finished  on  Saturday.  The  proceedings 
there  and  flie  resolutions  from  every  quarter  of  the  province  are 
the  only  answers  necessary  to  any  person  who  doubts  the  Pres- 
byterians. Here  many  of  the  Aristocrats  propagate  doubts  re- 
specting tlie  Catholics*  but  no  person  cherishes  them,  and  though 
igmNrant  of  the  steps  they  are  taking,  we  have  the  fullest  reliance 
on  them,  and  depend  tiiey  arc  doing  right.  R.  S. 

February  13, 1793. 


Mr  Dear  Friend  :  I  was  atDungannon,  and  do  not  dislike 
the  resolutions  so  much  as  you  seem  to  do.  I  wish  I  saw  any  thing 
like  them,  or  even  lialf  like  tliem,  from  the  other  provinces.  As 
to  the  tiiird  resolution,  take  it  with  the  commentary,  and  I  fancy, 
on  reflection,  you  will  not  disapprove  of  it  But  what  signifies 
resolutions?  They  will  never  recover  to  tlic  people  their  long 
kist  rights.  Or  what  is  more?  What  signify  the  united  exer- 
tions of  four  or  five  spirited  counties,  who  aim  at  rational  liber- 
ty, without  money,  without  arms,  witliout  ammunition,  opposed 
to  an  armed  force  of  thirty  tiiousand  men  :  to  a  seci*et  divan,  who 
have  the  disposal  of  £  32,000,000  annually,  and  as  much  more 
as  they  choose  to  bon^ow,  backed  by  one  of  the  most  powerful 
natimis  in  Europe? — I  say  what  signifies  such  exertions,  agaiast 
such  opponents,  when  not  supported  by  the  people  9  In  such  a  si- 
tuation they  become  of  the  nature  of  sedition ;  and  when  against 
the  implied  sense  of  tlie  nation,  should  terminate.  It  is  true^  a 
lew  honest  men,  by  going  forward,  may  sacrifice  themselves  as 
victims;  but  is  tlie  state  of  tlie  people  bettered  by  all  this?  I 
cannot  see  how.  And  I  will  add,  that  when  a  nation  does  not 
express  a  wish  to  be  free,  it  ought  not  to  be  made  so,  contrary 
to  its  will.  We  have  now  in  this  town,  one  regiment ;  in  Lis- 
bom,  five  companies  and  two  troops  of  horse ;  in  Lurgan,  two 
companies  and  two  troops  of  horse ;  in  Hillsborough,  one  com- 
pany  and  two  troops  of  horse ;  accompanied  in  tlie  whole  by 
eight  brass  fieldpieccs  and  two  howitzers,  witli  their  proportion 
of  men.  These  are  strong  ai-guments  against  the  people,  and  m 
our  present  state  in-csistible.  If,  however,  the  rest  of  tlie  nation 
was  ready,  tJus  country  would  not  be  deficient  in  spint  We 
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mmplain  that  you  give  us  no  account  of  the  proceedings  in  Dub- 
lin ;  no  ojHnion  on  the  plans  of  Government ;  no  information 
how  the  Catholi(»  relisii  Hobart'.s  bill ;  no  intelligence  of  their 
views  resiiccting  reform ;  in  short,  that  you  IcavT  us  completely 
in  the  dark,  at  a  time  when  a  storm  is  obviously  collecting  round 
fHir  devoted  lieads.  Remember  1  :mi  a  plain  honest  man,  and 
like  to  talk  my  mind  w-itliout  reserve,  to  tliose  I  can  confide  in. 
Two  persons  of  indifferent  character  have  been  summoned  be- 
fore tlio  Stnr  Chiimbtr  fj-om  this  town.  Pray  what  does  tJiis  court 
tend  to.  or  to  what  point  ai-c  tlieir  \  icw  s  directeil  ?  Why  do  you 
not  inform  ua  on  all  these  poiiiLs.  when  yon  rail  for  news  from 
this  sterile  comer,  where  we  make  all  our  proceedings  public  to 
the  world?  1  HTotc  to  Keogh  last  night  a  similar  letter,  and 
stated  to  him  that  he  would  probably  look  upon  it  as  peevish.  I 
daj-e  say  yon  will  do  the  same.  Be  it  so  ;  peev  islmess  itself  is 
gi-alified  by  cxpi-essiun.  and  I  feel  myself  the  better  for  iiaving 
gi\en  il  utlcraiiee. 

Voui>.  SAM.  XEILSON. 


P.  S.  Voii  are  in  a  mislake  about  tlie  French  war.    It »  as  ur 
commonly  iTpnibateil  at  Dungaiinun  by  a  strong  i-e»oludon. 

Fcbnuiry  iH,  1793. 
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all  night.  Yesterday  tlie  town  met,  appointed  a  committee  to 
iaqnirD  and  report,  and  the  volunteers  reassembled  in  tlie  even- 
filled  the  houses  tliat  were  suspected  to  be  attacked,  and 
two  reserves,  in  all  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  five 
kmdred.  This  turned  tlie  scale ;  tlie  military  took  tlie  alarm, 
bowed  and  begged  pardon,  and  this  day  tlie  whole  regiment  of 
hone  were  ordered  to  leave  towTi  in  fifteen  minutes  warning  by 
General  Whitc^  whose  conduct  has  been  highly  proper.  Tran- 
qmllity  is  perfectly  restored  ;  we  have  forgiven  tlie  troop  and 
permitted  the  offenders  to  depart  witli  their  coqis ;  and  we  re- 
Bain,  standing  to  our  arms,  witliout  having  offended  or  given 
CBuae  €i  offence  to  a  suigle  military  man. 

SAM.  NEILSON. 
JKbreft  11,  1793. 


Mt  Dear  Friend:  Saturday  night  presented  a  new  scene 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  A  military  mob  for  a  while  reign- 
ing in  all  their  glory.  About  one  o'clock  of  tliat  day  four  troops  of 
dragoons  arrived  in  this  city,  and  about  half  after  six,  the  great- 
est part  of  them,  with  a  few  artillerymen  and  a  few  of  the  55th 
npment, (quartered  here,)  began  their  career  by  demolisliiiig  a 
•ign  on  which  Dumourier  was  drawn,  and  breaking  tlie  windows 
of  the  house.  They  then  proceeded  to  another  ale  house  which 
had  the  sign  of  Mirabeau  ;  this  was  ti'eatcd  in  the  same  way ; 
and  not  a  whole  pane  left  in  tlie  frcmt  of  tlie  house.  During  tlicse 
ei^oits  every  inhabitant  that  either  attempted  to  approach  them, 
or  was  passing  accidentally,  was  assaulted,  and  some  of  them 
wnnnded  severely.  They  then  proceeded  down  North  street, 
destroying  a  number  of  windows  on  tlieir  way,  till  they  came  to 
our  friend  M^Cabe^s.  This  and  tlie  adjoining  shop,  belonging 
to  a  Mr.  Orr,  a  zealous  volunteer,  were  attacked  with  the  ut- 
■flst  Aury,  and  pai-ties  of  them  went  on  to  destroy  a  house  which 
liad  tiie  venerable  Franklin  for  a  sign,  and  to  a  milliner's  shop, 
wIm  had  trimmed  the  helmets  of  the  volunteer  light  horse.  But 
Ike  nuqpstrates  and  officers  of  tlie  regiment  in  town,  now  ap- 
pearini^  they  dispersed,  after  several  of  them  were  taken  prisou- 
cn»  Fortunately  for  them  they  did  so,  for  the  volunteers  began 
to  aasemble  and  would  soon  have  finished  them.  During  tliis 
hudiKflBi  the  dragoons  wei'e  repeatedly  obsen-ed  to  read  a  canl 
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witiiUic  namps  of  Iimiscw  whiclithcy  wetv.  to  assault,  amoiignt 
wliirh  wt>ro  M'CiJk's.  Ncilson's.  UaHliffs.  Kilbwriic's,  an<l  the 
SUir  offii'^,  witli  futmr  olltcrs  not  retncnibei-ccl  by  tlic  pcrsoiitt  wlio 
heanl  them.  Thr  twu  I'Mrjis  of  vuliintccrs  each  ntouiited  a  guartl 
of  sixty  nitii.  aiid  tlie  town  rcmaini-d  tiuict  during  the  niglit.  For 
a  slioil  vliilc  on  Siintlaj'  tlirir  wan  a  calm  :  but  it  wan  of  sUnrt 
diiratioti :  th<iNC  military  savages.  juu'adingtlicstivrLsingiTat 
iiiinibers  \vitli  haiigbty  demeanor,  and  ofl*>ii  using  threats.  Ge- 
neral Wliite  arriving  in  tow-n  about  two  o'rlock,  rcstopwl  ralni 
by  onlcring  tlieiu  to  their  barrack.  At  tturc  a  int^eting  of  the 
inliabitaiits  took  place,  where  a  committee  waa  apiMiirited,  coii< 
fiisting  of  the  niHgistrates  and  Kixtrcn  other  inhabitanta,  who 
were  to  in'iuire  and  repoi-t  tlic  CAUse  of  tlie  riot,  and  take  Hucb 
Kte[n  as  tJiey  might  think  neccsBary  for  the  peace  of  tlie  towik 
Genei-al  Whitcpromised,  oiihis  jiart,  to  take  every  stp]>tliat  was 
])i-o{ier  to  keep  tlie  military  f)uict,  and  ordered  llie  tj-ooiM  to 
stable  duty  an  hour  earlier  than  usual.  However,  it  was  obsen  - 
ed  that  during  the  toMn  meeting,  parties  of  tliein  were  going 
thi-uugh  tlie  tow  n,  and  niai-kiiig  sonic  honws.  This  alarmed  lh« 
inbabitant».  and  about  five  the  vnluiiterm  began  to  assemble. 
In  a  short  time  tliey  wei-e  above  four  hundred  xtrong.  The  mob 
alM>  gathered  in  great  force,  anil  began  to  threaten  vengeance. 
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T»  RiCHABD  McCoRMicK,  £sq. 

Dbab  Sir  :  Will  you  excuse  an  unfortunate  persecuted  north* 
€ni  incendiarj,  the  liberty  of  asking  once  more  his  reputed 
awntryman  and  friendy  one  simple  question.  Is  Ireland  aban- 
doned? I  mean  by  those  ^iio  have  tlie  necessai^  abilities  and 
confidence  to  lead  the  great  mtyority  of  the  Catliolics:    If  so^ 
let  ua  all  join  in  tlie  act  We  once  united,  or  appeared  to  unite, 
u  an  eflbrt  to  rescue  our  common  country.  She  has  not  been 
tfacued.    Wliere  lies  tlie  cause?  Who  are  in  fault?  Each  party 
is  qit  to  exculpate  itself,  but  I  suppose  tlie  fault  must  be  laid  at 
our  door,  especially  if  the  old  adage,  tliat  what  e^ery  person 
Mtys  must  be  truc»  is  to  be  relied  upon.   Every  man  who  has  a 
part  in  governing  tliis  country,  blames  us ;  evei^  man  who  fat- 
Ims  on  church  and  state,  blames  us ;  almost  every  Protestant 
ORt  of  Ulster,  blames  us ;  every  man  of  landed  property  throiigh- 
ORt  all  Ireland,  blames  us ;  and,  strange  to  tell,  tliose  men  who 
stinmlated  us  to  action,  tliose  men  who  pledged  themselves  to 
risque  all  in  the  common  cause ;  those  men  who  alone  have  be- 
nefitted by  our  exertions— in  one  word,  tiie  Catliolics  of  Ireland, 
if  we  are  to  suppose  that  tlieir  representatives  know  any  tiling 
of  their  sentiments,  are  decided  in  condemning  us.    For,  not  to 
qieak  of  their  refusal  to  include  us  among  tiieir  friends,  when 
they  were  concluding  tlieir  business  as  a  convention,  they  could 
not,  when  assembled  the  other  day  in  a  festive  capacity,  omit 
insulting  this  Pi^vince.  Yes!  I  will  repeat  it,  the  meeting  at 
Dely's  insulted  the  Province  of  Ulster ;  because,  when  ran- 
8Kking  the  very  dregs  of  royalty,  aristocracy,  and  pseudo- 
patriotism  for  toasts,  tliey  tacitly  condemned  one-fourth  of  their 

tBTf  ficeme  by  which  they  detennined  to  drive  the  people  to  innrrection. 
It  it  wonderful,  thtt.  against  lucb  a  Government,  and  such  a  fyitein,  they 
•hould  me  and  leek  forei|^  aid,  when  the  king  and  people  of  England  gaT« 
them  Qp^  and  even  aitifted  their  tyrants  ? 

M*Cabe,  the  chief  ■afierer  on  tliis  occasion,  was  a  man  admirably  calcu- 
Istcdlo  resist  oppression,  and  full  of  opposition  stuff.  He  had  all  the  stub- 
bomaea  of  a  Ilkhipden  in  his  disposition.  As  soon  as  the  riot  was  over,  h% 
hooR  op  a  new  sign  post,  with  the  words  **  IfCabe,  an  Irish  slave."  !!• 
wmld  never  allow  his  windows  to  be  repaired,  but  kept  them  In  their  shat- 
tcrad  state  as  a  monument.  The  magbtrates  of  the  city  begged  in  vain  to 
rcalofe  them  at  their  expense :  one  pane  alone  had  escaped  the  soldiers  fury. 
On  the  king's  approaching  birth  day,  when  orders  were  given  for  a  general 
lUnaHnation,  he  stuck  that  pane  full  of  candles,  but  let  the  broken  ones  re- 

ttB  s  observing  that  the  military  could  do  nothing  more  to  thtm. 

Vol.  1—33 
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rouiitrvinrn.  the  txMly  wIki  K-A\e^  thrtn.  wbrn  descrhrd  or  op- 
jKiMt'i!  I».v  nil  tlioM"  wlioni  Uiey  tnasted  «ii  tlic  20th  inst  Your 
pnitlrncG  in  overlooking  Mr.  Tandy,  nho  has  been  destroycri 
in  joiir  cause ;  your  wiwioin  in  ilisrrgai-ding  tlie  snfleringK  of 
Mr.  Biidrr,  Bond,  ant)  Rt-ynoldft.  ulinwrrc  imprisoned  for  you, 
xiwl  your  U-nipcrancc  in  urglrrUng  tliift  tomi,  whicli  has  bi.-cn 
abandonrd  for  four  monttifi  puNt  tn  martial  law  on  your  lurcouiit. 
raniiot  but  b<'  highly  grutilying  to  every  true  Irishman.  But 
your  omitting  In  mention  the  Dungannon  convention,  which  re- 
prvwntcd  otic  million  and  a  <iuartiT  of  your  countrymen,  anil 
nhich  drniHn<lrd  tlic  roctunitiuii  of  your  rights  m  particular,  as 
well  as  of  the  rights  of  In'land  in  general,  was  such  un  act  of 
■  -  rw  will  not  in  future  be  beliei-ed.  and  which  I  cnnfeas  i 
ne\  cr  ran  forget.  I  speak  to  j  ou.  my  dear  friend,  tlie  language 
of  a  witnn.  but  of  an  honest  Irishman,  and  1  know  you  two  well  to 
tliitik  you  will  censure  me  for  it ;  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  yon 
know  1  am  not  easily  operated  on  :  trifles  do  not  usually  atTert 
me.  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  with  one,  wito  I  be- 
Uevr  In  have  similar  feelings  with  my»<ciran  such  occasions,  nnd 
I  will  be  much  grstificd  by  a  reply,  as  soon  as  convenient 
1  am.  Kc,  TOUTS, 

SAML.  NEIL80N. 
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LoirifoN,  September  21,  1793. 

Deah  Sir  :  I  bare  for  a  long  time  been  seeking  a  safe  oppor- 
tmity  of  writing.  It  is  at  present  aflTortled  by  Mr.  Corsadiney 
just  appointed  an  Ensign  in  Major  Doyle's  corps.  Corsadine 
1118  recommended  to  me  by  Todd  Jones^  \vho  enti*eated  I  \\'ould 
endeavor  to  do  something  for  this  }'oung  man.  I  tried  several 
lines  in  vain,  but  at  length  my  friend's  Regiment  offers  the 
means.  I  will,  however,  solicit  very  earnestly  the  aid  of  you 
and  your  colleagues  to  enable  Corsadine  to  raise  men ;  because, 
as  Doyle  is  authorized  to  sell  the  ensigncies,  if  Corsadine  does 
not  get  recruits  it  is  really  so  mucli  out  of  tlie  Major's  pocket 
as  Hie  commission  w^uld  have  brought 

Now  to  my  business.  I  read  to  Lord  Loughboi'ough  tlie  pa- 
per  which  was  entrusted  to  me,  and  sustained  tlie  i-epresenta- 
tion  with  all  the  argument  I  could  use.  The  statement  was 
treated  by  him  as  very  unimportant  and  I  could  get  nothing 
fiom  him  beyond  an  admission  that  the  L-ish  Chancellor  had 
not  been  judicious  in  his  behavior.  I  reafl  it  also  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  But  by  him  it  was  received  veiy  differently  indeed. 
Whatsoever  his  counsel  can  do  will  be  exerted  to  procuiT*  atten- 
tion to  the  business.  His  influence,  however,  is  unfortunately 
very  trifling. 

There  is  now  not  the  least  chance  of  my  coming  to  you  as 
Lord  Lieutenant  I  wish  you  would  take  care  that  this  be  made 
generally  understood,  because  I  have  great  reason  to  think  tliat 
Ministerial  people  on  your  side  of  the  water,  from  time  to  time, 
prqiagate  the  report,  in  the  belief  that  tlie  expectation  lulls  dis- 
satisfaction, which  might  otherwise  embarrass  administration. 

Accept  my  dear  sir,  every  good  wish  from  me,  and  believe 
that,  with  a  warm  recollection  of  the  kindness  I  received  from 
yon  all,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  very  faithful  and  obe« 
dtent  servant,  MOIRA. 


Crossi^awyd,  near  Wrexham. 

To  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  Esq.:  Your  letter  is  serious 
indeed^  and  I  feel  a  deep  conviction  of  the  truth  of  its  represen- 
tatfam.  Often  have  I  told  yon  tliat  tlie  democracy  of  Ireland  was 
Mt  to  be  relied  upon ;  not  because  the  people  in  themselves  wTre 
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inferior  to  any  nrated  race,  but  because  domestic  division,  an- 
cient habits  of  senitude,  aiid  British  arts,  bad  made  tlie  Irisb 
peo}*le  talkers,  loquacious,  indolent,  and  1  Jear  couardf^  :  but 
I  will  croak  no  more. 

I  nceive  your  kind  letter  buried  in  tbe  wilds  of  Denbighshire, 
and  know  nothing  further  of  Dr.  Edwai-ds,  rcgaitllng  tlie  time 
of  his  Irish  visitation,  than  1  acquainted  3  ou  with  bcfui'c,  but  I 
conjecture  it  to  be  sdtout  this  date.  I  have  had  a  short  letter  from 
his  friend  Mr.  Cutting  since  1  have  been  here,  inti-oducing  a 
Major  Jackson,  who  was  Ai<t-de-canip  to  Washington,  and  af- 
terwards Secrctarj-  to  the  Grand  Convention  »  hich  foi-med  tho 
present  Federal  Constitution  :  but  he  does  not  cross  tlie  channclt 
and  neither  he  nor  Cutting  mentioned  Edwards's  departure. 
This  day  brings  ine  a  bulky  packet  of  long  ani»  ed  lettcra  from 
tny  habitation  in  London,  w  hich  Borrow  es  would  not  venture  to 
enclose  before,  knowing  the  possible  eccentricity  of  my  wander- 
ing motioas.  Three  from  John  S»  cetman.  yours,  twfl  from  Lord 
Moira.  and  a  long  one  from  Belfast,  none  of  which  1  have  yet 
acknowledged. 

Ii-elond  is  tcstifj  ing  herself  a  besotted  nation ;  but  is  not 
England  still  more  ignominious:  So  says  one  of  my  coires- 
pondent":  to  all  which  I  can  rmly  reply,  that  I  always  thought 
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P.  GL  I  will  certainly  walk  into  some  of  your  parlors  about 
V^iveaibtTf  as  I  have  a  curiosity  to  hear  what  the  geese  arc 
airing  in  the  jae  about  that  time,  and  a  dirty  ntst  it  is. 

I  hope  this  will  be  opened  at  the  Post  Office.  I  would  give  a 
crown  to  hear  Lord  Chancellor  read  it;  and  the  clean-moutlicd 
Cloiimell  and  courtly  Dillon  descant  upon  Todd  Jones.  If 
my  contempt  and  detestation  and  defiance  for  the  three  could  be 
that  would  do  it 


3b  John  Bussdl,  Esq. 

Dbar  Russbix:  I  shall  break  you,  in  postage,  by  these  enclo^ 
sures.  Do  you  know  I  am  so  mad  as  to  have  been  writing  a 
tmall  pamjdilet  on  the  chimericalness  of  the  fear  of  an  assump- 
tioD  of  forfeited  lands,  and  some  other  stumbling  blocks?  How 
do  you  go  on !    Tours,  faithfully, 

WM.  TODD  JONES. 

P.  S.  Shall  I  dedicate  to  the  Society  of  United  Iiishmcn?  It 
Qafjtkt  to  be  called  Tone's  work,  for  he  set  me  upon  doing  some 
food  or  mischief. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  BUuaHon  of  Ireland,  found  on  Jackson^ s  arrest,  Jpril, 

1794,  and  written  by  my  Father. 

The  situation  of  England  and  Ireland  are  fundamentally 
diffisrent  in  this:  The  Government  of  England  is  national; 
that  of  Ireland  provincial.  Tlie  interest  of  tlie  first  is  the  same 
with  that  of  the  people.  Of  the  last,  dii-cctly  opposite.  The 
pei^e  of  Ireland  are  divided  into  three  sects,  the  established 
chnrcht  the  Dissenters  and  the  Catholics.  The  first,  infinitely 
tiie  smallest  portion,  have  engrossed,  besides  tlie  whole  chuirh 
patronage,  all  the  profits  and  honors  of  the  country,  and  a  very 
great  share  of  the  landed  property.  They  are,  of  course,  all 
atiatocratB,  adverse  to  any  change,  and  decidedly  enemic«i  to 
Ae  French  Revolution.  The  Dissenters,  who  arc  much  more 
nmiMrais,  are  the  most  enlightened  body  of  the  nation.  They 
■M  devoted  to  liberty,  and,  through  all  its  changes,  entliusiasti- 
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ciilly  attarlifd  to  the  Frciicli  Revolution.  Tlic  Catlioliib,  the 
great  body  of  tlie  ttation,  arr  in  Uic  lowest  degree  of  ignorance 
and  want :  reiidy  for  any  cJiangr,  brcause  no  cliaiige  can  make 
Ilieni  norse :  tliey  have,  witliin  tiiese  twoyeai-s,  i-eceited  a  great 
degree  of  infnnnation,  and  manifested  a  proportional  degree 
of  discontent,  by  various  insuri-cctions,  (tiiey  are  known  hy 
tiie  name  of  Defenders,)  There  is  no  where  agitater  spirit  of 
aristocracy  than  in  all  the  privileged  orders — the  clergj  and 
the  gentiy  uf  Iivland,  down  to  the  verj'  lowest;  to  co^nU'r^~ail 
w  liich.  tliere  seems  to  be  a  spirit  rising  amongst  the  jx-oplc, 
whicli  ne^^^  appeared  before,  but  which  is  spreading  most 
rapidly,  as  will  appear  by  the  Defrndei-s  and  other  iiusurgents. 
If  tlie  people  of  Irrlanil  be  4.500,000,  as  seems  probable,  the 
established  church  may  be  reckoned  at  450,000,  the  Defenders 
at  500,000.  the  Cattiolirs  at  3.150.000.  In  livland.  a  conquer- 
ed and  oppressnl  and  insulted  couiitn.  the  name  of  England 
and  her  power  is  iiiiiiTrsally  o<li»us,  saie  w itii  tJiose  who  ha^e 
an  interest  in  maintaining  it.  such  as  tlie  Go\enLiHent  and  jL-j 
Conner tioas,  Uic  churrli  and  its  ilejjcudcncies,  the  gi-eat  landnl 
property,  Kc:  but  the  power  of  thrsi-  jwople,  being  founded  on 
proi)ei'ly.  tlie  fil-st  convulsion  would  le^el  it  witti  the  dust.  On 
the  cnnti-ary.  the  great  hulk  of  the  ]io<iple  would  prohably  thi-ow 
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timer  S^'eatlj  augmented  by  tlicsc  mcawres.  The  militia,  Hw 
great  bulk  of  whom  arc  CatliolirR,  n-oiild.  to  a  moral  certainty, 
abandtm  their  lenilera.  Ttic  siiii'it  of  Ireland  cannot  be  calcu- 
lated fnun  newspapers,  docliirations  of  Government,  or  jury 
and  CQuitty  meetings,  where  tlie  gentry  only  meet,  and  speak 
lor  themselves.  The  chureli  cntublishment  and  tytJies  are  very 
serere  grievances,  and  have  been  tlic  cause  of  numberless  local 
insurrections.  The  gentry  not  immediately  connected,  or  de- 
pendent upon.  Government,  ncierthelcss.  support  it.  tidiildng 
it  kDecessary  security  for  their  estates.  In  a  word,  from  rea- 
son, reflection,  interest,  prejudice,  the  spirit  of  change,  the 
nufloy  of  the  great  bulk  of  tlie  nation,  and,  above  all,  the 
hatred  of  &e  English  name,  resulting  frnm  the  tyranny  of 
nearly  seven  centuries,  tliere  seems  littie  doubt  that  an  inva- 
rioo,  in  sufficient  force,  would  be  supported.  Arms,  ammuni- 
t||p,  and  money,  all  are  wanting. 

Very  much,  pcriutps  the  whole  success  of  the  measure,  would 
depend  npon  the  manifesto,  to  be  published  on  the  landing  being 
eflbctcd.  It  should  duclaim  all  idea  of  conquest ;  it  sliould  set 
fitrtb,  that  they  came  into  the  country,  not  an  enemies,  but  as 
allies^  to  enable  the  people  to  redress  tlicir  grievances,  to  assert 
their  rights,  to  subvert  the  ancient  tyranny  of  tliefr  oppressoni, 
and  to  establish,  on  a  permanent  basis,  tlie  independence  of 
HuAt  countrj'.  It  should  promise  protection,  in  person  and 
fKfpertjf  to  all  who  should  remain  in  their  houses,  and  demean 
Ifaemselves  as  dutiful  subjects  to  tiie  state ;  at  the  same  time 
holding  out  the  severest  penalties  to  Uiosc  who  should  adhere 
to  tiie  cause  of  the  enemies.  It  should  suggest  the  abolition  of 
all  unjust  distinctions  and  opprc«uve  establishments.  Many 
odier  topics  « ill  naturally  suggest  tliemselves,  but  the  present 
may  suffice  as  a  sample. 

The  force  necessary  may  be  not  more  than  30,000,  nor  less 
than  10,000  men.  Supposing  tiiem  10.000 — 7,000  should  land 
in  the  west,  and  having  secured  and  fortified  a  landing  place, 
ahould  advance  into  tlie  middle  of  tiie  country,  at  tiie  same  time 
SfOOO  should  land  immediately  at  the  capital,  and  seize  on  all 
the  stores,  and  such  persons  as  might  be  troublesome.  In  that 
event,  the  North  would  rise  to  a  man,  and  so  having  possession 
of  three-fourtha  of  the  country,  and  the  capital,  the  remaining 
ftrt,  werv  it  so  inclined,  could  make  no  resistance. 
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LETTERS  AND  MEMORANDUMS 

Of  the  gear  1795. 
Mnaoraiidtinu — Feiritarg  26,  1795.  At  a  meeting 
Cominittpc.  Prciscnt  MM-  BjriiP,  Braiigliall.  Dr.  Ryan,  John 
8wectniaii,  and  Mr.  Krogh.  Mi-.  Keogli  t'cpdi'tetl  that  Mr 
Byrnc  and  himself  liad  wuitcd  iipciii  Mr.  Grattan  this  mdmitij 
and  that  he  hail  inlbi-meil  tliom  tliat  the  determination  of 
English  Cabinet  had  an-ited  ye^t^rday:  which  dcterminal 
van,  that  tlie  Catholic  bill  was  to  he  resisted,  and  the  old 
vemment  reutofed ;  titat.  Lord  Fitzwlliiam  intended  to  u|)poiiit 
Lords  Justiceo,  and  depai-t  in  four  days;  that  the  Duke  of 
Leinster,  MM.  Conolly,  Ponsonby,  Forbes,  Sec.,  were  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  the  Catholic  cause,  and  would  never  take 
a  pai't  in  any  adminiHtration  which  should  not  go  unocjuivocally 
for  the  whole  measure.  That  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  would  ad* 
the  Committee  to  call  upon  those  gentlemen,  to  return 
thanks  for  their  siijiport,  and  to  hear  tlicm  declare  ttieir 
mcuts. 


Bir. 

m 

■oint        I 


My  DbarTove:  I  did  not  receive  yours  till  yesterdi 
having  bc«n  here  since  term,  a  good  deal  indisposes)  nith  couj 
and  weakness  of  stomach.  I  am  very  much  moi-tiiied  at  not 
being  in  town,  in  order  to  execute  a  commission,  which  wotild 
be  very  agreeable  to  me,  that  of  sending  you  down  the  sort  of 
memorial  you  desire.  I  shall  not  he  in  to^vn  till  Wednesday, 
'which  I  am  afraid  is  your  sailing  day ;  but  as  vessels  seldom 
sail  on  the  day  of  their  destination.  I  beg  you  would  write  to 
me  to  Dawson  street,  to  let  me  know  the  exact  time  of  your 
departure,  and  how  any  thing  could  be  sent  after  you.  I  wwh 
yon  would  write  to  me  from  America,  and  let  me  know  to  whom 
I  slioidd  enclose  mine,  as  any  letters  directed  immediately  to 
you,  will  certainly  not  get  unopened  tlirough  the  post  officcw 
It  gives  mc  great  pleasure  to  find  you  are  so  well  reconciled 
to  emigration.  It  is  your  lot  to-day.  it  may  be  mine  lo-mor- 
row;  these  are  timr^  when  every  man  of  steady  principles, 
must  exiicct  to  ha\-e  them  put  to  tlie  trial,  and  if  your  Painettm 
has  sunk  you,  my  Jihnteaquieuism  may  not  long  keep  me  afloat. 
So,  as  I  said  before,  we  may  meet  again.    Youpa,  truly, 

GEORGE  KSOH. 

R'illaloe,  May  30,  1795. 
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Mt  Deab  Tone:  I  ha>-c  sent  you  a  mnall  parrel,  fliirctcd 
to  Dr.  Macdoonell,  which  I  hope  may  aff)>nl  you  some  entrr- 
bunmrnt  in  your  voyage  I  was  alVaid  of  wnding  any  thing 
cumbrous,  as  1  suppoBC  you  have  very  littU*  iimin.  I  bcgtiiat 
j-OH  will  recommend  tlic  Shakspcare  paitinilarly  to  my  god- 
son, when  he  is  old  enough  tu  understand  it.*  You  will  hear 
aoon  after  your  an'ival  in  Amci-iea,  tliat  I  have  been  turned  out 
of  my  ]>lace,  di»lncatcd,  fin-  such  I  have  some  i-eason  to  think  is 
the  intention  of  Government.  If  so,  I  ho[>e  I  fthall  have  reso- 
hition  enou^  not  to  tuni  deinoci'Rt.  Yours,  truly. 

GEORGE  KNOX. 

J»»e  5,  179J. 


Dear  Tosb:  I  embrace  witli  great  pleasure  the  idea  and  op- 
portunity of  renewing  our  old  liabits  of  intimacy  and  friendship. 
Long  as  tiioy  have  been  intemipteil,  1  can  assure  you  tliat  no 
hostile  sentiment  towai-ds  you  ever  found  admittance  into  my 
mind.  Regret,  allow  nic  tlie  e:(pressiou,  on  your  account,  ap- 
pRiiension  for  tlic  public,  and  great  pain  at  being  deprived  of 
the  social,  happy,  anil  unrestrained  intercourse  whi<!h  liad  for 
80  many  years  subsisted  between  ns,  were  the  sum  of  my  feel- 
ings. Some  of  them,  perhajis.  wci-e  mistaken,  but  tlicre  can  be 
DO  use  now  in  any  reti-ospect  of  that  kind.  It  is  not  n  itliout  a 
degree  of  melancholy  I  reflect  that  your  present  destination 
■akea  it  ]Hvbable  that  we  may  never  meet  again,  and  talk  and 
bagb  tugcttier.  as  we  used  to  do,  though  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
wlictberthese  jumbling  times  might  not  again  bring  us  together. 
Ib  all  events.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  hear  fmin  you,  and  write  to 
you,  (rften  and  fully,  and  to  hear  of  your  well  being,  wlierever  you 
nay  be.  If  I  had  known  your  departui-c  was  to  have  been  so 
very  immediate,  I  would  not  have  suflTered  you  to  slip  away 
viDKHit  a  personal  meeting.  I  sliall  hope  lo  licar  from  you  as 
non  u  you  get  to  America.  I  formerly  bad  friends  ther-c. — 
The  imAHiunate  deatli  of  my  brother  you  have  probably  heard 
if ;  portaaps,  however,  I  may  still  have  some  there  who  might 
ha  BMflil  to  you.   Let  me  know  where,  and  in  what  line  you 

*  I  keep  it  fct.—Mle  */  Ot  Ediur. 


S8*        '  APPENDIX— 1795. 

think  of  settling,  and,  itimy  o{  my  connections  run  lie  nl'  um*,  J 
will  «rit*  to  tlirm  warrnly — I  beg  j«u  will  give  my  best  r 
gai-cbi  to  Mrs.  Tone,  and  bclieie  me,  dear  'I'onp,  with  £ 
trutli,  your  friend. 

W.  PLUNKET. 
JJayZOlh,  1795. 


Mr  DfiAB  ToNF  :  Tliougli  jou  have  not  wTittfn  tn  mc,  I  hear, 
from  an  accidental  quarter,  of  your  having  some  idea  of  a  trip 
ftci-oss  the  Atlantic.    I  have  made  some  American  acquaintance 
here,  n  bo  are  both  opulent  luid  respectable.  One  of  wbnni.  Dr. 
Edwards,  a  person  of  immense  landed  in-operty,  is  about  making 
an  Irish  tour.   I  have,  therefore,  given  him  a  letter  to 
which  he  will  deliver  in  Dublin.   Ue  is  a  great  farmer,  and 
have  gathered  (rom  him  that  be  is  very  desirous  to  carry  awa] 
from  Ii-elnnd,  a  cargo  uf  Irish  families  farmers  as  well  as  man- 
ufacturers ;  and,  fi-om  my  corn crsiition  witli  liim,  he  appears 
honest,  intelligent,  and  spiritird.    That  his  acquaintance,  and* 
possibly,  a  connection  with  him,  may  be  siTviceiible  to  yoa,  was 
the  very  first  idea  which  otxupied  ray  mijid,  and  I  therefore  tn- 
mediately  offered  him,  as  favoi-s  conferivd  upon  him,  letters 
my  friends  in  Dublin.  Mr.  Sweebnan  and  Counsellor  Tone^ 
ywi  will  then  have  an  opportimity  of  sounding  him,  nearly 
OKirc  rcmotelj'  respecting  yourself,  fi-om  these  dix'unients  I 
you.   Uc  is  a  great  ailmii-er  of  the  North  of  Ireland.   He 
by  his  ottTi  confession,    a  great  Aristocrat  in  America, 
changed  principles  from  convirlioii.   He  is  a  doctor  of  laws 
physic,  and,  I  believe,  is  a  Judge  in  Pliiladclphia.   He  lores 
French,  and  detests  the  combination  against  tliem.    He  ts 
gentle  and  fi-ank  in  his  manners,  and  grateful  for  every  \ 
tion.     With  afiectionatc  regard  to  Russell,  I  i-emain  your 
ful  friend, 

WM.  TODD  JONES. 


Dr. 
indl^H 


p.  S.  1  have  sjjent  another  day  with  my  American  rompi 
nions  and  learn  ttiat  Edwards  is  a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas 
at  Philadelphia,  is  pnssesseil  of  largi-  tracts  of  territory,  an 
i-«|uires  settlers.  I  have  puffed  you  off  to  him  at  no  very  mere 
fill  rate  of  flattery ;  so  pray  act  ujt  to  my  picture. — God  bless  yoi 
Love  to  Russell. 


APPENDIX— 1795.  883 

Mt  Dear  Friet^d  :  I  have  just  this  instant  heard  from  Simon 
M'Guire  that  you  leave  to>^Ti  to-night  I  can  scarcely  believe 
that  you  would  entirely  break  yourself  away  ii-om  this  country, 
and  finom  me,  amongst  tiie  rest,  without  calling  on  me,  or  even 
writing  a  line.  You  know,  and  I  trust  will  always  be  convinc- 
ed, that  my  friendship  and  affectionate  regard  for  you  is  most 
undiminished.  It  is  not  of  that  nature  to  shake  by  adversity, 
which  God  knows  how  soon  it  may  be  my  lot  to  undergo. 
Wherever  you  are,  you  sliall  always  command  a  steady  friend 
in  this  country,  as  long  as  I  reside  here.  >yrite  tome,  at  least, 
niien  you  reach  your  destination,  and  as  often  as  may  suit  your 
convenience.  Perhaps  your  letters  may  be  useful  to  me  for  re- 
gulating my  future  settlement  in  lifev— God  bless  you.  Give 
my  most  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Tone,  andbelie\'o 
me,  very  sincerely,  your*8, 

T.  A.  EMMET. 


Extracts  of  Letters  to  and  from  America* 

Dear  Tone  :  Our  intei*nal  politics  arc  not  much  altered  since 
you  left  tliis.  Grattan  and  his  ])arty  have  been  engaging  the 
Catholics  to  address  liLs  Majesty,  jointly  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  for  final  emancipation.  Tliis  they  have  i-efused,  unless 
reform  be  added  to  it,  and  that  the  party  of  Grattanites  sliould 
take  a  lead  in  tlic  business.  Reform  does  not  accord  witii  these 
gentlemen's  views,  and  tliey  are  not  yet  able  to  swallow  such  a 
pill,  but  still  tliey  continue  tlie  intercourse,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  would  cx>ncede.  Tlie  last  meeting  was  on  Friday, 
and  the  next  will  be  on  Tuesday.  The  result  of  it  shall  be  com- 
municated to  you  the  first  oppoi*tunity.  At  present  I  tliink  all 
meetings  of  tlie  kind  are  futile,  I  mean  aggregate  meetings  for 
addresses  and  declarations,  and  tliat  it  would  be  much  Miser  for 
R8  calmly  to  await  the  issue  of  another  campaign  or  two. 

R.  S. 
Belfast,  12/A  Ju/y,  1795. 


Deab  Tome :  The  newspajters  will  inform  you  of  the  Frend 
ftlUrBy  and  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  have  felt  the  same  hopes  anc 
that  we  did  respecting  peace.  We  arc  now,  hoM'e\'er,  ir 


I 


^^ 


2»* 
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toK'rabk  good  spirits,  and  the  tipwa  of  this  day  tends  to  iiivif 
ate  iia.  which  is  tlic  certain  intelligence  of  tlie  Fiviicli  huvin^ 
crossed  tJie  Rhine  at  DusRcldorf,  and  taken  the  citadel  of  tlint 
place  by  assault.  WitJi  respect  t«  our  own  affairs,  tlicy  are  not 
BO  well  a.s  I  could  \vi>«h.  but  still  they  arc  far  from  being  in  n 
bad  way.  The  prin('i{>:tl  tiling  1  divad  is  that  the  iiiipiiidi-iiceof 
Bomc  warm  friends  to  their  country  may  prematurely  ttirow  us 
into  action.  Wc  are.  however,  generally  in  tliis  quaiter.  sti'iv- 
ing  to  repi-ess  tlie  ardor  of  our  fellow-laboivrs.  I'lie  Drfendent 
in  county  Meath,  Dublin,  and  Rildare,  have  been,  Uirougkout 
the  summer,  very  turbulent,  and  excitcil  general  alarms  amongst 
the  great,  but,  as  numbers  uf  those  unfortunate  bcitigs  have  Hof- 
fered  lately,  they  will,  probably,  for  a  time,  be  quiet  But  itti 
evident*  from  the  general  sentiment  of  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people,  that  it  will  be  impossible  Ireland  can  long  reiiiain  in 
her  pi-esent  situation.  They  all  look  to  the  French,  and  consi- 
der them  as  fighting  their  battles.  The  organization  which 
you  were  made  acquainted  with  amongst  the  Catliolics  in  tliia 
tteighborhood,  continues  to  increase,  and  has  spread  as  far  as 
Meath,  and  will,  probably,  go  much  fartlier,  which  will  ccr- 
t^nly  produce  powerful  means,  if  properly  applied,  hut  it  will 
rerjuire  great  exertions  to  keep  this  organization  from  producing 
lends  among  the  diffei-cnt  sects :  for  the  Presbyterians  in  general, 
knowing  nothing  of  Uieii-  views  and  plans,  look  on  them  with 
great  jealousy.  These  exertions  shall  not  he  wanting,  and  li 
us  hope  tlie  best. 

K.  S. 
Belfast,  I8lb  Sept. 


Letter  from  vry  Jalber  to  Arthur  O'Connor,  Esq.  M.  P.  Jrm 

America. 

fN.  B.  Th>*  letter,  in  (he  preuure  of  subsequent  LusineM.WM  never  lent  ^ 

but,  ns  it  contains  a  cleir  and  beautiful  vindication  af  mv  fatber'a  eonJlMtf  L 

inKrt  it  here,] 

Puii^DEij>niA,  Oct.  30,  1795.4 
SiK :  Witliin  these  few  days,  I  met,  by  chance,  witii  an  IrlstT 
Iicw8i>aper,  of  some  montlis  standing,  in  wliirli  was  Inserted  a 
account  of  a  debate  in  the  Common  Council  at  Cork,  on  tlie  sub- 
ject of  grouting  the  Ircf  dom  of  that  city  to  Mr.  Edward  Bynitu 


risb  J 
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wbcrein  you  took  tliat  part  which  your  spirit  and  your  principles 
demanded.  As  my  name  was  introduced  in  the  ai*gument  by  your 
adversaries,  to  the  discredit  of  tiie  Catliolic  cause,  and  as  you, 
in  justifying  that  cause^  were,  I  am  satisfied,  inadvertently  led 
into  an  assertion  that  I  had  been  dismissed  by  the  Catholics,  in 
consequence  of  my  connection,  or  supposed  connection,  with  tlio 
late  Mr.  Jackson,  and  my  wish  to  introduce  a  foirign  enemy 
into  Ireland,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  myself  to  acquaint  you,  tliat  I 
ne^'er  was  directly  or  indirectJy  dismissed  by  tlie  Catliolics ; 
that  my  resignation  was  my  own  voluntary  act,  wherein  I  did 
not  even  consult  or  advise  with  those  of  tliat  body  with  whom 
I  was  most  in  habits  of  confidence,  and  that,  consequently,  who- 
ever was  your  informant  on  that  matter,  asseiled  what  was  not 
the  fact 

I  might  rest  here,  but  I  have  that  respect  for  Mr.  O'Connor, 
that  admiration  for  his  uncommon  talents,  and  still  more  un- 
common integrity,  that  I  cannot  resist  the  desire  I  feel  to  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity  which  chance  lias  afforded  me  of  de- 
tailing somewhat  tiie  grounds  of  my  conduct;  in  tlie  execution, 
or  attempted  execution,  of  which  1  found  myself  constrained  to 
quit  a  country,  to  whose  emancipation  I  may  now.  say  I  was 
ready  to  devote  my  life.  I  do  tliis  with  the  more  eagerness,  be- 
caose,  judging  from  the  speech  which  has  immoilalized  you,  I 
am  satisfied  we  are  agreed  as  to  tlie  grievances  of  Ireland,  how- 
ever we  may  difier  as  to  the  mode  of  i-edi-essing  tlicm. 

My  theory  of  Irish  politics  is  comprised  in  tiiese  words:  I 
trace  all  her  miseries,  so  strongly  described  by  you,  to  the  blast- 
ing influence  of  England.  How  is  tliat  influence  maintsiined? 
By  perpetuating  tlie  spirit  of  internal  dissension,  grounded  on 
religious  distinctions.  How,  tlien,  is  it  to  be  obviated?  By  a 
union  of  all  the  people.  So  far,  I  tliink.  no  honest  Irish- 
can  difler  from  me.  On  these  principles  I  have  acted,  and 
I  will  say,  allowing  for  humble  talents  aud  limited  situation, 
acted  with  success.  I  had  tlie  singular  good  fortune  to  be  one  of 
the  very  few  men,  through  whose  means  the  Catholics  of  Dublin 
and  the  Dissenters  of  Belfast,  first  came  to  understand  each 
oUwr ;  and  to  that  union,  /  knmVf  that  what  has  been  gained  by 
tbfb  CatiKdics  is  owing.  I  know  tlie  members  of  your  Parliament, 
(I  rqoioe  you  are  no  longer  contaminated  by  tiie  association,) 
even  those  who  were  the  eai'liest  and  most  decided  friends  to  the 
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Catliolic  cause;  and  I  know  liow  little  grnuine priniiptr  wcigl 
I  cd  with  any  one  cif  iJirni.  I  have  Imd  a>i  opitoiluiiity  to  nbHcn 
I  their  ahulHiiig  aurl  tlu'ir  Njiociilatiiig.  tlieir  pUHliing  atid  tlid 
pBiryiiig :  anili  wliat  is  more,  the  Catholics  unilrr^tnd  thr^tn  H 
tt-ell  as  1  do.  Thej-  set  out  to  raise  tlioimelves  on  the  sliouldi 
of  the  Catholic.s :  they  have  assisted,  in  a  certain  degree  to  n 
them,  hut  they  have  i'mlcd  in  making  them  their  instrutnrsl 
They  arc  Bpecidating  sti>rkjohbers  on  the  rights  of  tlic  p 
but  I  prophecy,  they  will  have  no  cause  to  n>Joicc  in  tlie  vvad 
ing  up  of  theii'  accoimtfi. 

1  presume,  up  to  the  arrival  of  the  unfoi'tiinale  nmii.  whw^e 
fortitude  in  a  voluntary  tlcuth  must  cnmmanil  ttie  iTHprct  of  the 
most  viniletit  persecutor.  I  am  guiltleHs;  tliougb.  two  years  be- 
fore tlmt  perio<l,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  made  the  subject  uf  a 
furious  philippic  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  a  mati  who  had  lite 
meanness  to  jKisReHs  )iimself  of  a  copy  of  a  private  letUr  of  niiiH'. 
wid  the  baseness  to  falsify  and  misijuotc  it.  llic  charge  made 
Rgainst  me.  when  strijiped  of  tlie  necessary  legal  and  rotLstitu- 
tional  epithets,  is,  tliat  I  wished  to  introdneo  a  French  foirc  in- 
to Ireland,  to  subvert  tlie  present  Ciovernment.  and  estidili^di  a 
£epublic  in  its  place.  To  tliis  charge  I  shall  gt^e,  as  to  tJte  I'ai-t, 
no  answer.  But,  as  to  the  principle,  supposing  it  to  be  tlie  rat 
of  an  indifferent  person,  I  tliink  sotnetlilng  at  least  may  be  si 
Introducing  a  foreign  enemy,  is  a  sounding  phrase,  luid  vci 
alarming  to  many ;  but  1  doubt  whetlier  tlie  end  may  not  justi^ 
even  that  measure,  in  certain  cases  of  the  last  extivmity.  Aa  | 
have  the  Itonnr  to  address  a  gentleman  of  res])ectable  sit« 
tion,  in  a  country  yet  subject  to  the  laws  of  his  Britannic  Ma^ 
jesty.  i  shall  beg  leave  to  ask  him,  what  he  tJiinks  of  the  Whig 
noblemen,  and  others,  who  brought  a  foreign  army  and  a  foreign 
prince  into  England,  in  IG88.  If  James  II.  lia<l  not  been  a  fool 
and  a  coward,  but  had  I)ebave4l  like  a  man  who  was  to  cotttend 
for  a  crown,  and  if  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  had  been  defeated,  like 
Monmoutli,  as  war  is  wry  uncertain,  I  should  tie  ^ery  gl 
know  what  figure  in  history  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Halifax,  b 
Burnet,  and  all  the  venerable  fathersof  the  Whig  interest  «im 
have  made  r  Lord  Somers  rose  to  tlie  woolsack ;  had  be  I 
placed  in  tlie  Dock,  as  might  have  happened,  what  epilh 
Would  his  Majesty's  Attorney  (leneral  have  applied  to  hin 
to  come  nearer  to  our  own  day,  what  is  to  be  caid  for  his  >|] 
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jcfit}''s  (present)  loyal  subjects  of  Corsica?  They  felt,  wc  must 
Buppose,  tlic  yoke  of  France  intolerable ;  tliey  applied,  we  are 
loldy  for  tlie  protection  of  England ;  and,  in  consequence,  they 
introduced  a  foreign  foi*ce  into  tlieir  country,  to  assist  tliem  in 
vindicating  tliat  liberty,  which  they  felt  tlieir  own  means  inade- 
quate to  obtain.  Here  is  tlie  principle  established  in  the  strong- 
est manner  on  the  highest  authority,  and  in  a  case  where  I  defy 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  find  a  difference,  except  in  the  event: 

Multi  eadem  faciunt,  diverto,  crimina,  fato ; 
Ule  crucem  pretium  sceleris  tutit,  hie  diadexna. 

I  do,  for  my  part,  think  it  possible  to  doubt  the  truth  of  what 
'  seems  to  be  an  axiom,  that  we  are  bound,  in  all  circumstances, 
to  stand  or  fall  with  England ;  and  I  tliink  tlie  time  is  rapidly 
a^roaching,  wherein  it  will  be  no  more  safe  to  broach  that  doc- 
trine, tlian  it  is  now  to  hold  the  contrary.  But  the  present  state 
of  Ireland  is  such,  that  any  man  wishing  to  argue  for  her  just 
rights,  is  constrained  to  keep  the  strength  of  his  case  as  much 
out  of  sight  as  possible,  and  to  scout  and  skirmish  about  the  out- 
posts, instead  of  storming  tlie  enemy  in  the  citadel ;  unless,  in- 
deed, he  has  a  mind  to  discuss  the  point  coolly  in  the  King*9 
Bench,  with  tlie  law  officers  of  tlie  crown ;  an  experiment  which 
I  ai^irehend,  from  recent  experience  of  the  event  of  surJi  inves- 
tigations, few  men  will  be  now  inclined  to  make* 

But,  to  return  to  the  original  object  of  my  letter:  So  far  from 
being  dismissed  by  the  Catholics,  in  consequence  of  Mr*  Jack- 
son's trial,  I  can  assure  you  that  applications  were  made  to  them, 
from  a  quarter  that  must  naturally  have  had  great  weight  with 
them,  subsequent  to  his  conviction,  and  previous  to  introducing 
thdr  bill,  to  induce  them  to  disgrace  me ;  which  applications 
I  must,  though  it  is  in  my  own  case,  say,  tliey  did,  with  great 
uumimity  and  justice,  refuse*  The  answer  given  was,  that  I 
was  in  their  service,  until  tlie  dissolution  of  tlieir  committee, 
in  April  1793,  when  they  ceased  to  act  as  a  body ;  that  I  was 
agiiii  called  to  their  service  at  Christmas,  1794,  on  Lord  Fitz- 
wilKam^s  arrival ;  that  I  had  always  acted  faitlifully  towards 
than ;  and  that,  as  to  any  part  of  my  conduct,  which  happened 
daring  a  period  wherein  we  had  no  political  connection,  they  did 
not  feel  it  just,  or  necessary,  by  any  act  of  tlieirs,  either  to  sanc- 
iw  or  condemn  it:  and  in  this  reply  they  steadily  persevered. 
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Il  H  A  rliTixmstiince  nhicli,  itn  being  in  a  ilvgi-M!  a  ppcflund  ' 
rDDccni  of  my  own,  prvvonts  my  ilwelling  upon.  CiinimHtanred 
an  I  tlicn  was.  so  ronvenicnt  a  scHpo-goat.  and  utterly  inrnpa-  J 
rituU^  fitm  ili'rorxiinj;  rnvHeir.  nnthin);  ktit  h  wntimcnt  nf  the  , 
ni(M<t  ivIirKHlliortorniKl  Htrirtc^t  Justice,  rouldliavn  Irttluml  that 
body  to  pi-obvt  inc,  ih  I  must  call  it,  by  their  tTfuHiil  to  comply 
with  a  rwjuisition.  wtiirh,  if  my  self-love  does  not  influence  my 
judgment,  was  base  and  diahonorabte.  What  makes  it  mare 
curious,  is.  that  tlii<  l>Hr1y  initkiog  tlie  miuisition  had,  a  very 
few  years  Itelurc,  tltoughf  mc  worth  noliciting ;  and  tlic  cause  of 
our  breaking  ofi"  was,  my  rcrusol  to  witlidraw  myself  from  Ca- 
tlmlic  iwlidrs,  in  which  I  was  jieremplwry.  Yet  the  veiy  per- 
Honage  w  ho  I  am  satisfied  instig.ited  Uie  appliratiun  for  my  dia- 
grace,  and  who  is  now  a  noli^y  atl\ocate  fui*  tlie  Catholics.  aAcr 
first  seeking  me  nut,  and  tlH>n  bn?akingnR'all  connection  on  tliA 
ground  I  have  inontioDett.  insiiuiated  to  tlie  Catholics,  tlint  I 
must  have  jnirchased  immunity  from  tlic  Go^ocnment  hy  betray- 
ing tlieir  wcreLi,  seeing  1  u  as  not  prosecuted.  Luckily  for  mc, 
t)iey  knew  both  our  charactrrs :  and,  though  he  was  likely  to  be 
a  great  tmui.  and  I  was  ruined,  tliey  scorned  to  desert  mc  in 
cxtrentity.  I  know  not  wliPtlier  my  gratitude  and  admiration 
of  iJieii-  conduct  cicceds  my  contempt  for  the  man  who  tJ»ok  so 
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pleaaaiit  to  you*  I  therefore  stopt  shorti  and  limited  myself  to 
tbe  facty  as  to  my  dismission.  As  to  my  statement  of  it,  any  of 
the  leading  Catholics  will  satisfy  you,  if  it  be  an  object  worth 
yoar  inquiry ;  and  I  hope  the  contemplation  of  the  honorable 
conduct  of  the  Catholics  to  me^  will  make  you  amends  fin*  such 
parts  as  are  merely  personal  to  myself.  I  am  fully  as  anxious 
for  their  honor,  as  for  my  own.  To  them  I  was  ever,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  a  faithful  servant ;  and,  as  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  offence,  of  wliich,  I 
bless  God,  my  own  conscience  gives  me  the  fullest  acquittal,  I 
am  here,  making  amends  by  a  painful  exile.  I  make  no  apolo« 
gy  for  this  letter.  You  must  know  the  value  of  a  good  man's 
approbation,  and  therefore  can  suflkiently  estimate  my  motive 
in  addressing  you. 

I  remain^  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 


AWe  o/*  the  JScftVor.— These  last  enig^matical  letten,  but  of  which  the  solu* 
tion  if  eaty,  are  those  which  determined  my  father's  departure  for  France. 

From  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  United  Irish  in  Belfast,  September 

QUtf  1795. 

Reynolds  has  at  length  broke  his  long  silence,  and  wrote  to 

Neilson.   He  and were  with  your  friend  Smith,  who 

professed  gi-eat  willingness  on  the  part  of  his  employers,  to 
assist  us,  provided  they  are  able.  After  informing  N.  of  this, 
B.  recommends  instant  action,  whenever  our  crops  are  secured, 
and  brings  forward  all  tlie  heroes  of  antiquity  to  support  his 
arguments.  But  are  we  not  gaining  ground,  and  our  opponents 
rapidly  losing  ?  Why  then  make  oiu*  country  tlie  seat  of  such 
^peculations  at  present,  when  we  are  certain  of  having  a  more 
favorable  opp(»*tunity  some  time  hence  ?  No  doubt  it  would  be  a 
useful  diversion  to  tlie  Smiths.  And  I  consider  R's  arguments 
only  as  a  detail  of  what  passed  at  the  interview,  and  not  his 
own  reasoning.  For  my  part,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  it 
aPMild  be  neither  our  interest  nor  that  of  the  world,  to  make  the 
jwnlnfiw  very  hazardous,  or  event  doubtfuL  The  bloodless  man- 
ntmhk  wkltib  the.  Aim /A't  hamam  wiui  first  iiitroduoedi  fascinated 
Vol.  1—37 
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Copies  of  Volfs  of  ThunJts,  ^c  to  T.  W.  Tore. 

M>'  Father  was  electr<l,  on  tJic  tf  Dtli  nf  June,  1793,  an  lumo-l 
my  member  of  tlic  Bi-lfast  Volunteer  Regiment,  by  the  rollon 
ing  net: 

Belfast  Regiment  ofryutionat  Volimtccrs. 
Theobald  Wolfe  To\e.  Esq.,  was  electcil  an  ho 
member  of  the  Belfast  Regiment  of  National  Volunteers.  Jiini 
10,  l"92.  in  testimony  of  tlie  high  opinion  that  roriH  entertai^ 
of  his  eminent  senires  in  bringing  about  tlie  union  of  Irisbnieiifn 
and,  tlicreby,  asiei-taining tlieuiflepemlcnce,  fi-eedom.  andbap^l 
piaess  of  Ireknd ;  wltich  we  heivby  rertify, 

THOMAS  M'CABE, 
HENRY  IIASLiri'. 
JAMES  HYNDMAN. 

Captains. 
Joiijf  B.ii)D,  Secrtlnrg. 

Ill  the  month  of  Aju'il,  of  the  same  }ear,  he  had  iv^^eived  a 
ote  of  thanks  fi-om  tlie  Catholics  of  tliat  city.  (Sec  Appendbb) 
He  had  before  been  appwnted  Secivtary  of  llie  Sub-mmmittKi 
of  the  Catltolics.  and  a  member  of  the  Nortlicm  Whig  Club. 

On  the  lOtli  of  December.  1792,  he  rereived  tlie  tlianka  «tf 
(he  Gcnei-al  Committee  of  the  Catliniio,  on  Uie  close  of  tlieiruit- 
tings.   (Sec  Apjiendix.) 

On  the  SOtli  of  Api-il.  1793>  he  I'ecetted  tlieir  thanlcs  a  second 
time,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  befoi-c  tlieir  dissolutJun, 
tliese  terms  : 

At  a  Genei-al  Committee  of  tite  Catholics  of  li-eland,  held  on 
Wednesday,  tlic  ZOth  day  of  April,  one  tliousand  seven  hundrad 
and  ninety-three,  it  was  unanimously  I'cwtved,  tliat  the  thanks 
of  this  committee  be,  aiid  arc  hereby,  presented  to  Tliewbald 
Wolfe  Tone,  Esq.,  our  agent,  for  his  faitliful  discharge  of  tJiB 
duties  of  tliat  otlice,  anil  for  the  zeal,  spirit,  and  ability,  utiich 
lie  manifested  in  tlie  cause  of  tlic  Catholics  of  Ireland  :  and.  m 
a  further  mark  of  our  esteem,  tliat  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  be.  presented  to  him,  togetlicr  with  a  gold  medal,  value 
thirty  guineas,  witli  a  suitable  iitscriptinn. 

EDWARD  BYRNE,  Chainiuin. 
Itu'iMRn  M^cCoRHiCK,  Secretary. 
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liave  to  lay  out  a  good  deal  of  money,  before  yon  are  setUed  as 
you  could  wislh  if  you  have  occasion,  draw  on  me  at  sixty  days 
flighty  fcnr  one  or  two  hundred  pounds:  your  bill  shall  be  duly 
honored,  and  you  may  rejiay  me  at  your  convenience.  I  beg  you 
will  not  be  backward  in  doing  this,  in  case  you  find  it  at  all  ne- 
cessary. Neilson  received  a  letter  last  night  from  C.  Tecling, 
from  Portadown,  where  he  is  gone  this  day.  There  has  been 
dreadful  work  there  about  tlio  Defenders. 


From  one  of  the  chief  Catholic  Leaders  in  Uubliny  Sept  3,  1795. 

I  am  told  there  is  a  vessel  bound  for  Philadelphia  to  sail  this 
day,  and  determined  to  seize  tlie  qiportunity  to  assure  you  that 
yott  live  in  the  memory  of  tliose  liere  whom  I  believe  you  consi- 
dered worthy  of  your  friendship.  Is  it  to  the  hinrry  inseparable 
from  the  preparations  for  a  long  voyage,  that  I  am  to  impute  your 
not  answering  a  letter  (not  a  short  one)  which  I  directed  to  you  at 
Mr.  Neilson's  ?  Possibly  it  met  the  fate  of  many  letters  of  late^ 
to  and  from  me,  which  were  not  tliought  to  be  worth  delivering. 
However  this  may  have  been,  let  me  know  how  is  your  health, 
and  that  of  Mrs.  Tone  and  of  your  sister  and  cluldren ;  whether 
yon  intend,  like  Gincinnatus  and  your  greater  Washington,  to 
follow  the  {dough,  and,  like  them,  to  quit  it  when  your  country 
eaUs.  Is  young  America  engaged  entu'ely  in  clearing  her  woods  f 
I  trust  fliat  she  knows  how  to  appreciate  genius  when  it  flies  to 
her  shores  for  protection.  But  you  will  prefer  knowing  how  your 
friends  here  proceed.  To  these  inquiries:  Since  your  departore 
a  variety  of  applications  were  made  by  tmr  great  meUf  to  induce 
tbe  peofde  to  have  aggregate  meetings  to  address  the  throne  foA* 
Catholic  emancipation ;  but  these  attempts  are  fruitless.  The 
peqde  suspect  the  patriotism  of  their  former  leaders,  and  they 
noat,  by  octioiis,  restore  tliemselves  to  confidence,  or  leave  the 
feogib  to  themselves.  They  will  not  go  for  half  measures  ;  their 
viewi  are  extended  since  your  departure.  Our  unfortunate  and 
ailgiilded  peasantry  have  become  more  outrageous ;  neither  the 
gaol  nor  the  gibbet  deter  them ;  they  even  meet  death  with  firm- 
Ben.  The  utmost  exertions  are  used  to  suppress  tliis  spirit  in 
Am  o^italf  where  it  is  said  that  four  thousand  are  already  sworn ; 
MQiy  aiT  thrown  into  New^gate.  I  saw  our  friend  P.  Bnrrowvs 


HoKtfCAl  C9fOV«« 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 


EXTRACTS 


CONDUCT  OF  ADMUraSTEATIOlT, 

Sebmtt  SeaefoM  ot  Ssvtfament: 

IDDBIMtD  TO  ni 

Conatitutumal  Electon  and  Frea  People  (f  Inlani, 


APPROACHING  DISSOLUTIOK. 


-   f 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


IT  may  be  expected  that  we  should  make  a  two-fold  apology 
to  the  jtidlcious  and  iq)irited  writer  (whoever  he  is)  of  this  re- 
view ;  first, for  the  liberty  taken  in  republishing  it;  and,  again, 
for  doing  it  in  a  mutilated  form  :  but  wo  are  persuaded  he  will 
readily  excuse  both,  as  he  roust  see  that  we  are  actuated  by  the 
aame  zeal  for  the  public  service  which  animates  himscit  The 
reason  for  omitting  several  pages  was,  lest  die  public  eye  should 
be  diverted  from  our  immediate,  most  important  concerns,  to 
objects  at  present  less  interesting.  The  people  are  now  called 
on  to  fulfil  their  du^,  by  straining  every  nerve  to  create  an 
bonest  House  of  Commons ;  if  they  are  alive  to  a  sense  of  tlieir 
duty,  if  they  regard  their  country  or  themselves,  tliey  will  spi- 
ritedly support  their  late  worthy  Representatives,  and  reject 
those  with  indignation  who  have  proved  tlie  reverse ;  electing 
such  in  their  room  as  have  the  best  claim  to  public  confi- 
dence. It  is  a  solemn  occasion ;  every  thing  in  at  stake.  In  the 
next  place,  they  are  called  (hi  to  declare  their  opinion  of  public 
measures ;  if  the  minority,  through  tJic  course  of  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  have  strenuously  supported  their  rights  and 
interests,  the  people  are  bound,  by  every  tie,  to  express  a  warm 
approbation  of  their  measures,  and  a  firm  determination  to  give 
Mich  every  constitutional  supjrart ;  reprobating  that  corrupt 
system  which,  unaided  by  ability,  rendered  the  virtues  and 
qilendid  exertions  of  opposition  inefiectual. 


Bbifast,  .ipra  16,  1790. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  ELECTORS 


FREE  TEOI'LE  OF  IRELAND : 


1  SIBMIT  In  your  ronsideration  tlic  following  strictures  on 
die  lata'  measures  of  jour  Government:  Willi  you  it  remaiDnto 
decide  on  tlic  truth  or  falsity  of  what  I  have  advanced.  If  I 
lia\e  dfcrived  you,  it  is  not  a  wilful  deception,  for,  in  Uiat  case, 
I  am  myself  deceived  :  if  I  have,  on  the  contrary,  felt  your  situ- 
ation tinilv.  and  expressed  it  fairly,  make  tlie  propei'  use  of  tlio 


A  HEVIEW,  m. 


A  GENERAL  ELECTION  ia,  at  alt  timea,  a  subject  of 
geriouB  coiisideration ;  but,  perhaps,  there  never  was  a  Genera) 
Election  so  important  in  its  consequences  as  the  impending  one 
b  likely  to  prove.  The  nation  has  Tor  the  first  time  seen,  ititli 
flie  surprise  and  diffidence  incident  to  the  dawn  of  a  new  mca- 
mre,  but  gradually  vanishing  as  it  rose  to  tlie  meridian,  a  I'egu- 
Isr  and  systematic  opposition  on  public  principle.  Rti-engthcned 
hj  private  honor :  an  union  of  men,  heretofore  of  diSbrcnt  attach- 
stents,  pledging  themselves,  by  every  tie  as  gentlemen,  to  tlie 
carrying  of  certain  measures  with  effect,  and  steadfaiiUy,  though 
onsuccessfully,  prosecuting  that  system ;  the  nation  has  seen 
fliat  opposition  rising  in  numbers  and  in  weight,  by  an  even 
and  steady  pn^rcss,  from  a  division  of  eighty-two,  to  eighty- 
elgfat,  to  ninc^-six,  to  ninety-eight !  They  iiave  heard  certain 
measures  loudly  condnnncd,  and  they  have  not  heard  diem  de- 
ftnded;  they  have  heard  impudent  prodigality  arraigned,  and 
justified, — justified  by  the  praetice  of  Administration :  tltry  have 
beard  coi-ruption  alleged  an  a  charge  on  one  side,  and  avowed 
on  the  other ;  tliey  have  heard  of  a  sale  of  honors,  tainting,  at 
ooce,  the  highest  legislative  and  judicial  autliority  ;  and  tliey 
bave  found  the  inquiry,  not  dared,  but  smothered ;  they  Iiave 
heard  the  leader  of  opposition  come  forward  and  offer  to  sub- 
■tantiate  an  impeachable  offence,  and  they  ha\'e  lieard  him  an- 
nrcred  by  a  vociferous  appeal  to  tlie  >'  ^luition." 

'nxeae  are  plain  facts.  And  what  follows  ?  No  Government 
€ID  pretend  to  exist  in  this  Kingdom,  digged  and  cramiMxl  by 
inch  an  incumbent  oppotdtion,  utUat  it  appear  that  the  i^poti- 
hm  ami  the  people  an  of  different  tentinunt*  ;  it  tliat  be  tlic  case, 
D  may  Iwi^  their  advenaries  to  scorn ;  if  it  b» 
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oUnTwise.  tliey  must  sock  for  means  out  «f  Pai-liament  to  wi- 
forro  their  measures.  The  day  of  omiiipottnw,  of  mere  mini.t- 
trriat  majorities,  is  gone  by :  tlicy  are.  i»  this  laiid,  but  the 
fiasli.  without  the  bolt  I'lie  lutioiiii]  wtsdom.  tlie  national  spirit. 
Mill  rrquiiT  some  reason  beyond  numbers,  and  if  none  be  gi^'en, 
tbc  bayonet  may  prove  an  useful  supplement  to  the  mact. 
Whctlirr  lh«-  present  opposition  to  Goieniment  be  supported  by 
Ihe  fn-ltng  and  sentiment  of  tl>e  nation,  and,  if  tm,  whether  it 
be  a  mtII  founded  attarltnient.  or  merely  a  raomentu'y  effusion 
id  pe^aUr  Iri  ity.  I  purpose  to  inquire.  It  is  my  right  as  u  free 
nb^rrt.  a«d  tioM.  I  MoniTe,  to  be  the  period  for  inve.stigation. 
TW  UMl  oMMHiM  to  tbr  Uoasr  of  CouunooK.  is  about  tu  be 
iifMJ  »■  tfe  haali  ttat  bntn-ed  it  and  much,  indeed,  will 
4ifrmd  «■  ifar  f|4rMiu  of  iIm-  fntHre  Parliament. 

At  tte  nycuing  af  (be  MSiiiu  the  first  grand  singularity 
«>bcA  rtivrk  rirry  hub.  «as  tbr  belpkss  and  deserti-d  a]i- 
fran^rr  vkirk  Aitem»mtMi  fnacmu4  at  a  time  nlien,  if 
c^TT.  panrrM  ability  was  JwliTpnyiMe  to  their  ^ery  exist- 
TV  Mm^^  *t  WmUm^Mm.  at  his  departure.  Iiad 
■riaard  a  imd  «f  vtiaa  for  his  wccesaor.  widcfa  it  rtv 
^^rrd  eitftn-  \nj  gmt  iWkgrity  to  rrnwvp.  or  lery  splendid 
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Timish  over  tlie  rottenness  of  their  proceedings,  and  in  com- 
plete defiance  of  public  censure,  or  public  infamy.  Until  tliis 
Wflsion,  it  was  thought  a  due,  or,  atieas^  a  decent  compliment 
to  the  understanding  of  the  people,  to  color  the  most  profligate 
acta^  of  the  most  profligate  administration,  with  some  pretext, 
howevw  slight ;  but,  now,  even  that  is  unnecessary.  Our  minds, 
I  suppose,  are  degraded  to  our  condition,  and  administration, 
in  the  careless  confidence  of  success,  are  above  descending  to 
eq^ain  or  defend  measures,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Irishmen  to 
receive,  not  with  investigation,  but  humble  submission. 

And  will  the  people  of  Ireland*  be  thus  governed  ?  Let  the 
Minister  look  well  to  it.  There  is  no  more  fatal  degree  of  de- 
lusion in  politics,  than  to  mistake  a  state  of  lethargy ^  in  a  King- 
dom, for  a  state  of  rest*  The  fermentation  will  begin ;  the  peo- 
ple will  not  be  always  defied.  They  are  slow  to  anger,  but 
they  are  not  that  blatont  beast  that  will  bear  any  burden,  pro- 
vided their  long  ears  be  scratched,  and  they  are  indulged  in 
liberty  of  braying.  They  will  see  who  they  are  that  rule  them 
with  a  rod  of  iron ;  they  will  see  what  are  their  measures,  how 
they  are  carried,  and  how  they  are  defended ;  they  will  probe 
the  ulcer  that  corrodes  our  constitotion  to  the  bottom ;  they  will 
look  among  themselves  for  the  remedy. 

When  once  a  Government  becomes  contemptible  to  the  pub- 
lic eye,  its  strongest  pillar  is  shaken — Bes  nolunt  diu  male 
administraru  This  nation  will  not  endure  such  a  Govern- 
ment ;  they  will  not  bear  to  see  their  liberty  and  property 
and  independence  at  the  mercy  of  an  idle,  ambling,  petit 
maiti'e,  though  accident  should  make  him  a  secretary,  nor  will 
they  be  argued  out  of  their  reascm  by  tiie  foaming  and  frothy 
tautology  of  one  great  law-officer,  nor  bullied  out  of  their 
spirit  by  tiie  proud  and  intemperate  pomposity  of  anoflier. 
Slavery  in  any  shape  is  dreadful,  but  slavery  to  such  men  is 
adding  insult  to  misery,  it  is  « taking  away  all  digfiity  from 
**distresBf  and  making  calamity  ridiculoui.'* 

Under  the  guidance  of  these  inauspicious  leaders.  Administra- 
tion opened  the  political  campaign.  The  measures  expected  from 
the  side  of  ojqposition  were  of  the  highest  national  importance  and 
Qtilitj;  so  comprdhensive  in  their  end ;  so  obviously  practica- 
ble in  their  means ;  so  reasonable  and  so  necessary,  that  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  Govemmenty  however  supported  by  ability 
Vox.  1—39 
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or  numbers,  watt  looked  on  as  almost  itnpoH>iible.   The  iiHtioB 
tlid  not  expect  a  denikil  of  axiomatic  tnitlis,  anil  couM  Bcarceljri 
think  timt  any  Minister  would  he  hardy  enough  to  force  don's] 
inrasnrcs  which  he  t'nund  it  impracticable,  even  in  apppttmnvey 
todrfi-nd ;  hut  the  jtrople,  measuring  theb-  own  danger  by 
apparent  Mtt^-r  incapacity  ot  tlicir  aJversariea,  have,  at  a  heavy 
)<MH,  shewtMl  the  futility  of  such  idle  cuitridence.    They  Iw* 
learnt  that  to  he  miachievous  re*(uirea  no  great  elevation  of  seo- 
timent,  or  expauHion  of  mind  ;  they  are  tauglit  tliat,  as  refine*, 
ini'nt  oftlie  heart  and  understanding  generally  go  together, 
Iho  dullest  booby  ever  bids  faii-est  for  bring  the  must  corrupt; 
fhey  have  felt,  by  sore  exjwriencc,  how  little  genius  or  wisdo 
is  necessary  to  Uie  demolition  of  a  constitution,  tlie  formation 
which  betrays,  1  had  almost  said,  a  divine  interposition. 

The  grievances  of  tlie  nation  affcrfed  her  property  or  IikT] 
constitution :  many  of  tliem  both ;  where  tier  property  was  voted 
away  for  tlie  purpose  of  buying  up  her  constitution.  Opposition 
were  pledged  to  bring  forward  certain  i-emedics  for  tliose griev- 
ances ;  a  place-bill,  a  jiension  bill,  a  rcsjionsibility  bill,  a 
dification  of  tlie  police,  an  imiuiry  into  tlie  doctrine  of  special 
bail  in  actions  of  slander.  Those  tliey  have  ti-ied  in  every  shape, 
and  in  evei^  shape  have  failed.  What  ability,  perseverance^ 
and  integrity  could  do  witliin  dooi-s,  )ibs  been  done ;  and,  what-, 
e^rr  may  be  tlie  event,  oppositiou  ai-c  acquitted  to  the  people  of] 
Ireland. 

The  grievances  complained  of  vvei-c  of  no  light  nature.  A 
wanton  profligacy  in  tlie  expenditure  of  the  public  money  is  a 
Kerioiis  evil.  Had  it  been  only  wasted  in  experiments  of  vision- 
ary improvement,  however  the  nation  might  have  murmured, 
Administi-atioii  would  have  a  colorable  excuse  to  plead.  But 
what  sliall  be  said  when  it  is  known  by  the  public  assertion  of 
the  first  men  in  the  House  of  Conimuns,  and  stands  undewied  bf 
Ihe  JfRfoJiter  of  Irchnd,  nay,  avowetl  by  an  intemperate  partl- 
zan,  that  this  money  lias  been  cxjicnded  on  tfu  corruption  of  tlie 

represenlaiian  nf  the  prople ! Here  is  loss  upon  loss ;  the 

nation  is  loaded  with  a  debt  iiniler  wliicli  slie  staggers,  to  raise 
the  purchase  money  of  her  own  slavery.  Her  pn)|ierty  is  gone, 
wot  to  secure,  but  to  demolish  hci-  honor,  and  lier  freebom  «ku 
IbiTod  \n  labor  in  the  mine  for  tlie  very  tnetal  tliat  is  fto-ged  Intu 
manacles  for  tlicir  hands,  and  shackles  for  their  feet! 
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This  disgraceful  grievance  was  made  <me  principal  ground  of 
rompbdnt  by  opposition,  but  they  did  not  complain  witliout 
pointing  out  the  remedy.  They  introduced  a  Pension  Bill  and 
a  Place  Bill ;  a  pension  bill  which^  far  from  clogging  the  fair 
liberality  of  Government^  left  the  Minister  in  possession  of 
£80,000  annually,  and  an  unlimited  credit  for  any  grants  to 
the  royal  family ;  surely  a  sum  sufficient  for  his  benevolence 
and  his  loyalty. 

In  support  of  this  measure,  it  was  stated  that  our  pension  list 
stood  now  at  the  enormous  sum  of  dS  108,280  annually,  a  mm 
anuiderably  larger  than  the  pensions  of  England  amount  to;  that 
€if  this  there  had  been  added,  since  1784,  no  less  than  £  16,000, 
which,  with  £  14,000,  which  had  in  the  same  time  fallen  in,  and 
been  re-granted,  amounted  to  jO  30,000  per  annum,  a  sum  suffi- 
cient, at  4i  per  cent  to  pay  the  interest  of  jS  750,000,  if  any 
emergency  sliould  render  it  necessary  to  borrow  that  sum ;  that 
this  was  a  wanton  anticipation  of  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and  a  grievous  and  unnecessary  expense,  aggravated  to  the 
highest  degree  by  the  purpose  to  which  tlic  money  was  applied — 
the  poisoning  the  very  source  of  public  virtue  and  national  inte- 
grity ;  that,  in  five  yeai*s,  pensions  had  been  granted  to  no  less 
than  eleven  members  of  Parliament^  to  tlie  wires  of  several  morep 
and  to  four  or  five  Peers  of  the  Realm  ;  that  tliese  were  given  for 
the  purpose  of  comiption  was  evident  from  tliis  plain  circum- 
stance, tiiat  one  or  two  members  of  the  legislature  had,  very 
lately,  tlicir  pensions  witlidrawn,  for  no  otiier  reason  tlian  dif- 
fering from  tlic  Minister  on  a  great  national  question.  Oppo- 
sition did,  therefore,  introduce  tlie  bill,  on  tlie  grounds  of  econo- 
my and  constitution,  with  confidence,  as  a  measure  of  retrench- 
ment, and  more  confidence,  as  a  measure  of  indispensable  reform- 
ation. 

But  a  division  in  support  of  Government  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  to  ninety-eiglit,  shewed  the  nation  how  little  force 
the  most  irrefragable  arguments  draiivTi  from  public  principle 
have,  when  opposed  to  private  interest  It  was  not  very  easy  to 
answer  opposition,  yet  something  must  be  said.  It  was,  there- 
fore, roumlly  asserted,  admitting  and  justifying  the  charge 
of  corruption,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  strong  Chvemment 
in  Ireland.  What  is  a  strong  Government?  Is  it  sometiiing  dis- 
tinct and  differing  from  a  virtwnts  Go^Trnment^  or  a  ivise  Go^ 
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vciTimpnt?  Dops  it  can  it  mean  a  Gfn-ernincnt  otforee,  tiiat, 
roii>;ri(iu<t  nt  tlir  straily  support  uf  a  venal  majority,  holds  the 
piiltlii'  opinion  at  defiance? 

The  only  inie  strength  of  Goremment  is  the  confidence  of  the 
peoplr.  H  rotifidi'ure  not  Hglitly  hcatowcd.  nor  lightly  withdrawn. 
V  lien  that  ronfiilence  is  betrayed,  and  not  only  so,  but  when  the 
ppojdr  an-  l;ttii;linl  to  scorn  by  their  betrayers.  Administration 
nii(>  bi'  t:tiif;1ii  how  vain  the  reliance  is  on  their  fancied  itrengtk. 
It  i>i  not  wise  to  compel  the  people  to  look  too  cl««ely  into  tlie 
llinirj  of  Cio\ernmpnt.  and  try  facts  by  principles.  What  is  tite 
end  for  wliicli  every  man  renonnccK  his  nattiral  right  to  legis- 
late  tor  hiinM-lf.  and  vests  it  in  another?  surely  fw  iiis  own 
giKNi.  anil  that  only.  If  the  deputy  perseveres  in  measures  per- 
iii(  ions  tn  his  constituent*,  and  laughs  at  tlieir  imlignation.  or 
bullies  them  with  Ids  strength,  his  confitituenb  will  shew  liim 
their  pnvtr  in  iTtiirii.  tio  vera  men  t  is  not  pinjxicalltf  sti-ong.  but 
ivsts  ill  opinion.  If  that  opinion  be  forfeited  by  misconduct,  or 
n-Jerteil  w  itii  scorn  as  an  useless  instrument,  the  {)eople  may  be- 
gin to  examine  by  vsluit  authority  three  hiindi-eil  men  pretend 
to  pivem  and  to  defy  lour  millions:  and  they  will  find  that 
aulhority  resultius  fi-iim  their  own  delegation,  and  the  |»etulant 
ahiiM'  of  thai  iintluirity  from  tlicir  su]>ine  inattention :  and  they 
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griCTUlce ;  the  jtrimaiy  one  was  the  unconstitutional  inflnence 
thua  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Minister ;  an  influence  so 
Btning,  that,  out  of  his  last  majority,  consisting  of  an  hundred 
and  fini^-four,  one  hdndeed  akd  rocs  webe  fj^cemeit  akd 
^NSiosERS,  a  number,  of  itselt^  almost  an  unfailing  majority. 
The  example  of  England  was  quoted  and  relied  on,  where  such 
a  bill  has  been  in  force  these  forty  years ;  where.  If  any  where, 
constitutional  liberty  ia  studied  and  known,  where  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  is,  comparatively,  much  weaker  than  with  us,  and 
where  there  is,  out  of  doors,  ajoalousvigilance,  a  fund  of  know- 
ledge, and  a  spirit  of  resistance  not  yet  to  be  found  in  Ireland. 

Such  were  the  facts  alleged  in  support  of  the  bill ;  and  what 
was  tJie  reply?  It  was,  in^fect,  tliis:  Govemntentmustbesup- 
p(H^,  and  their  mipporters  must  be  paid  ;  places  must,  thera- 
bre,  be  created  ;  if  they  cannot  be  given  openly,  they  will  se- 
cretly, by  which  responaibilit^  will  be  lost}  besides,  placemen 
are  not  always  so  ver^'  bad,  for,  on  great  occasions,  they  have 
supported  tlic  real  interests  of  their  country- — as  Falstafl'paid 
his  debts — three  or  four  times.  As  to  the  fourteen  places  cre- 
ated since  tlic  last  session,  they  were  indisiiensablc,  and,  indeed, 
«T  a  bright  criterion  of  the  rising  prosperity  and  increasing 
trade  of  tiic  kingdom. 

In  tills,  thx  fact  of  eompt  influence  U  fairly  admitted,  and 
justified,  so  that  it  seems  we  have  but  tiic  choice  of  open  or  con- 
cealed corruption.  Tliis  extreme  flippancy  of  candor  on  the  part 
of  Government,  is  an  event  hitherto  unknown,  unheard  of  in  par- 
liamentary history.  It  is  a  symptom  either  of  gross  ignorance* 
or  extreme  efRvntei^',  in  those  who  have  held  such  unconstitu- 
tional language,  and  will  be  a  glaring  proof  of  a  lethargic  su- 
pincness  on  tlie  part  of  t)ie  people  if  it  pass  witiiout  due  com- 
ment What !  arc  we  bcrome  stocks  or  stones,  that  tiie  hot  con- 
stitution of  corruption  should  thus  throw  off  the  last  thin  veil  of 
decency,  and  walk,  unblushing  and  unabashed,  before  the  land? 
Or,  was  it  but  the  ebullient  intoxication  of  a  young  cabinet* 
flushed  with  success  beyond  their  hope,  and  reeling  from  the 
l^ddy  elevation  of  power,  as  far  above  their  strength  to  main- 
tain, as  their  merits  to  dc8er\-e  ?  Admitting  the  necessity  of  an 
iacreascd  number  of  places,  still  tlie  great  grievance  remuns. 
The  people  do  not  murmur  only  at  a  wanton  invention  of  use- 
lem  and  expensive  offices,  but  at  the  be*t<ming  those  t^icts  m 
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mfjnbers  ttj  Parliftmrtit ;  not  inciTly  at  a  waste  of  tlic  piiltl 
itionpy,  but  wasting  it  for  the  purpoHeH  »r  public  corruption  I 
tJic.v  comiiiiiin  tbnt  iiwy  arc  robbctl,  anil  tliat  a  imrt  of  tbr,  spoil 
giM»  to  purr liasc  tlie  arromplicea,  and  tbose  urconipltn^s  titdr 
evn  Bcrcants.' 

But  why  argue  the  point?  Thp  drtcrmination  of  tlic  Houw  of 
Cnnimnnn  standi  for  a  thotisaud  arguments:  tJiey  rrjecled  the  bill. 
On  ailiviitiun,  llier*  appcarfil  on  tlif  sideof  Admini^^trationone 
hundred  and  forty-eigbt ;  on  that  of  Opposition,  ninety  mid  six. 
It  isadmitted.  that,  had  the  bill  paHseit,  one  hundred  and  four  at 
the.  majonty  would  have  b^en  dLsipialified.  ho  thatr  in  fttct,  tlie 
number  repiTsrnting  tfiemselves,  not  tbeii-  plarra  anti  pensions, 
VRH  but  Jorhj-JottT,  and  the  real  unbiassed  miijority  »hoitId  Iisv6 

been  FIVTT-TWO, 

In  England  it  is  an  established  principle,  that  tin-  King 
do  no  wrong.  It  is  a  due  and  a  decent  prcfluinption  in  faior 
tlie  first  magistrateof  the  kingdom  ;  but  tlie  same  principle  does, 
by  no  means,  e:(teiid  to  bis  Miiiistei's,  many  of  whom  ha^^e  been 
brought  to  account,  anil  not  a  few  of  tliosc  to  siifler  for  tlieir 
nal-Hiliuinisti-ation.  In  tbe  particular  department  of  tJic  IVr. 
Bury,  all  waiTants  for  the  issuing  of  money  arc  signed  by  tlirco 
or  nioi-e  of  tlie  Lords,  who  tben  become  i-esponisible  for  tltc  ex- 
pendituiT  \o  the  Fai'Iiament  and  the  nation,  and,  in  addition  to 
tJiis  wbo!e«ome  raiifion,  evrry  shiliinj;  nf  the  public  iiwiuy  in 
England  is  apptvpriated  la  its  particular  purpose,  so  that  ono 
fund  never  can  be  diminished  to  make  gomi  the  deficiency  of 
tuiotlier,  nor  the  jwopie  be  at  once  cheatetl  of  tlicir  money  and 
baffled  in  their  inquiry  after  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  yet  law  in  Ireland,  that  the 
Loni  Lieutenant  can  do  no  wrong  :  bat  if  lie  has  not  Uie  impec- 
cability, he  has  what  is  nearly  as  good — lie  has  all  the  impunity 
of  the  regal  cliai-acter;  nay,  moi-e,  lie  can  do  what  the  Ring,  in 
tlie  plenitude  of  his  power,  cannot;  he  can  screen  tlie  iiuitrii* 
'  mcnts  of  his  tyranny  ami  profusion  fi-om  tlie  vengeance  of  tJic 
oation.  Sec  how  the,  Tinisiiry  of  Ireland  stands,  rnnlj-asted 
with  the  Ti-oasnry  of  England.  Here,  the  revenves  are  annp- 
jtroprialed,  so  that  the  Grown  has  a  general  jiower  over  the  jnib- 
IIc  money  ;  and  how  Ls  that  power  exerted  in  .t country  profew- 
ing  tobeindfTiMHictifo/'  England?  For  the  payment  of  any  pcii- 
Bion,  salary,  or  sjiecific  sum,  a  King's  letter  is  obtaiueil,  coiniter- 
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signed — by  "whomf  Thkeb  Lords  of  the  Treasitbt  IR  En- 
OLAND !  In  ptiniuance  of  tliis  letter  a  warrant  in  granted  licre, 
wgned  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  countersigned  by  tlie  Sccrr- 
tary,  on  whicli,  witliout  furtlier  process,  the  money  ia  paid. 
Abf  otu  Mafiman  concenud  in  the  transaction,  unless,  perhaps, 
the  Gtrk  ivho  reckons  mit  the  guineas  ;  and  wliat  is  the  conse- 
quence? The  people  may  complain,  but  how  ean  tliey  punisli? 
Tlie  Lord  Lieutenant  is  gone,  tlie  Secretary  ia  gone,  their  per- 
sons are  beyond  reach,  tlieir  property  cannot  be  attached,  and 
they  are  rarely  solicitous  about  tlieir  postliumous  fame  in  Ire- 
land. Tlie  vengeance  of  the  nation  ib  exhausted  in  impotent 
threats ;  they  turn  to  their  countrymen,  tlie  resident  ministe-ra ; 
they  call  on  the  Chancellor  of  tlieir  Exdiequer  to  account  for 
the  defalcation.  Ue  tells  them,  probably  with  great  truth,  tliat 
he  is  but  a  cypher,  the  etalking-liorse  of  tlie  Secretary ;  tluit  he 
is  at  tlie  heail  of  the  Trcasurj^-,  it  Ls  tnie,  but  he  neitlier  pays, 
reccivca,  nor  signs  a  «  arrant ;  he,  thei-efnre,  refers  tlicm  back  to 
the  Secretary  for  information,  or  boldly  tells  tliem.  "  It  is  his 
Miyesty's  pleasure."  Such  is  the  responsibility  of  tlie  fii-stMin- 
ister  of  Finance  in  Ii-eland,  and  such  ai-o  the  benefits  resulting 
from  an  oflice,  to  bring  home  which  the  nation  is  saddled  with  a 
Iiea\-y  pension  to  an  English  absentee. 

To  procure  a  rraponsibility  in  this  country,  similar  to  tite 
reasonable  and  constitutional  one  in  England,  was  attempted 
by  Opposition,  and  opposed  by  Government;  by  that  very  Go- 
vernment that,  not  three  days  before,  on  the  Place  Bill,  had  tlie 
modesty  to  state,  as  an  objection  to  tlie  principle  of  tiie  bill,  that 
it  wtitt  to  destroy  responsibility.  And  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, an  amiable,  a  respectable,  and  a  wortiiy  character, 
witli  a  sound  underHtanding,  and  a  heart  toofeelingfar  hia  n/u- 
oHon,  was  compelled  to  rise  up  to  palliate  wliat  could  not  be 
defended ;  to  explain  away  what  could  not  be  denied,  and,  with 
his  own  hands,  to  pluck  away  tiie  brightest  feathers  from  the 
ving  of  his  office  to  imp  out  the  gaudy  plumes  of  a  fluttering 
English  jay,  tliat  Providence,  for  our  sins,  has  thought  pn^ier 

to  visit  us  with,  as  a  Minister .    Out  of  respect,  as  I 

bdie^'e,  to  the  feelings  of  an  honest  man,  thus  forced  to  become 
the  herald  of  his  own  degrading  inefficiency,  Opposition  did  not 
nm  this  question  to  a  division. 
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Tlic  famous  Police  of  this  city  was  an  object  of  ui 
rontcmpt  and  dislike  It  was  originally  framed,  under  Mr. 
Pitt's  auspices,  for  Loudon ;  but,  on  a  i-eriew.  it  was  found  to 
be  such  a  measure  as,  if  attempted  tliei-e,  would  shake  tlic  King 
on  his  thfoiic.  Ilowevcr.  tliat  so nnuli  good  mischief  miglit  not 
be  lost,  it  was  sent  over  here,  with  the  fi-anier  of  it,  one  Reeves, 
■n  English  Barrister.  It  was  foired  down  the  tliroals  of  Uic 
citizens,  notwiUistanding  every  effort  of  resistance  on  their  side, 
and  Go\eniment  fondly  ho]>cd  it  would  give  Ihem  such  a  weight 
in  the  CorjKiration  as  would  sink  the  Metrojiolis  of  IiTlaiid  into 
a  ministrrial  borough.  But  see  the  end  of  this  n>tten  policy. 
The  head  of  tlie  institution  has  been  turned  out  of  his  si^t  by 
tlie.  very  means  wliirh  were  intended  to  plant  him  there  for  life, 
and  the  {mpular  indignation  lias  been  so  roused  that  (tavern* 
tnent  probably  tie\er  sulTei-ed  so  disgracefid  a  defeat  as  they 
will,  to  a  moral  cei-tainty,  on  the  next  election,  if  tlieir  present 
candidates  ai-e  such  dujies  us  to  stanil  a  jxiU.  Dnt,  tliough  the 
great  purpose  of  influence  be  tlms  lost,  Government^  nut  of  a 
resentful  determination  to  harass  what  they  cannot  subdue, 
have,  in  defiance  of  popular  odium,  and  the  strenuous  efforts  of 
Opposition,  not  only  continucfl  in  tlie  city  of  Dublin,  but  w-em- 
cd  determined  to  extend  all  over  the  kingdom,  this  mongrel 
rabble  of  ruffians,  neither  citizens  nor  soldiers,  but  compounded 
of  the  worst  qualities,  of  both  drunken  and  disorderly,  an  impo- 
tcnt  and  cliargeable  defence,  filled  with  military  insolence,  and 
destitute  of  military  discipline. 

Thus  far  tlie  measures  of  Administration  went  but  to  under- 
mine tlie  Constitution,  and  to  sap  the  virtue  of  tlie  people,  witli- 
out  any  apparent  bpeacli  of  tlie  law ;  but  the  business  of  which 
I  am  now  to  speak,  goes  at  once,  not  merely  to  a  breach  of  the 
law,  but  to  such  an  invasion  of  the  essential  principles  of  tlie 
Constitution  as  amounts  almost  to  a  dissolution  of  tlie  Govern' 
ment.  I  mean  Ihe  sale  of  Peerages,  and  applying  Ihe  product  la 
purchasing  seals  in  the  Entse  of  Commons. 

For  this  atwminable  measure^  so  novel  in  its  nature,  so  ruin- 
ous in  its  consequences,  a  measure  which  makes  one  comipird 
House  the  pander  for  the  virtue  of  the  otlier,  and  so  contami- 
natca  both,  the  Ministers  of  Ireland  were  arnugned  and  iin- 
peached  by  Opposition  with  a  fois*,  fire,  and  irresistible  energy, 
only  to  tie  conceived  when  conveyed  in  their  own  words.     "  I 
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win  lay  before  the  House,''  said  that  great  and  daring  spirit, 
who  leads  on  his  associates,  if  not  to  victory,  yet  to  immortal 
honor,  <<I  will  lay  before  you,"  said  Mr.  Grattan,  <<the  pro- 
ject of  Administration,  considering  it  first  as  an  instrument  of 
domestic  Government,  and  secondly,  as  a  bond  of  connection." 
^  As  an  instrument  of  Government,  it  is  very  powerful  in- 
deed ;  for  it  will  make  the  Minister  not  only  strong,  but  com- 
pletely absolute.  He  will  first  buy  the  question,  and  afterward 
favor  you  with  the  forms  of  debating  it  He  will  cry  up  Par- 
liament when  it  is  venal,  and  cry  Parliament  down  when  it 
feels  tlie  sting  of  remorse.  He  will  be  soon,  however,  raised 
above  the  necessity  of  those  artifices;  for  the  ascendency  he 
will  obtain  will  not  only  secure  a  majority  in  all  ordinary  cases, 
but  deprive  tlie  people  of  the  chance  of  a  majority  on  any ;  and 
will  procure  a  Legislature  ready  to  allow  any  expense,  and 
overlook  any  crime,  and  adopt  any  measure,  according  as  the 
Divan  of  the  Castle  shall  give  to  its  Janissaries  here  the  word 
of  command.  Thus  will  this  country  lose,  not  indeed  the  ex- 
istence of  Parliament,  but  whatever  benefit  can  bo  derived 
from  it  The  consequence  of  this  must  be  diat  the  Court  will 
be  free  from  control ;  and,  free  from  control,  its  first  idea  will 
be  plunder.  DonH  imagine  that  opposition  alone  makes  Go- 
vernment extravagant  Some  past  Administrations  in  this  coun- 
try prove,  that  tlie  most  licentious  tiling  imaginable  is  a  little 
Castle  pi^suming  on  the  languor  of  the  people ;  too  low  to 
think  itself  responsible  to  character,  and  too  shifting  to  be  re- 
sponsible to  justice.  Remove  from  such  a  Court  the  dread  of 
Parliament,  and  tliey  will  become  a  political  High  Life  Below 
Stairs ;  candying  not  only  the  fashions,  but  the  vices  and  the 
insolence  of  tlieir  superiors  to  outrageous  excess.  From  the 
infamy  of  the  Court,  the  discredit  of  the  executive  power  fol- 
lows naturally  and  rapidly.  When  I  say  discredit,  I  donH 
mean  merely  unpopularity.  I  see  some  who  would  make  a  me- 
rit of  being  publicly  obnoxious,  and  would  canvass  for  the 
fiivor  of  the  British  Minister,  by  exhibiting  the  wounds  of 
their  reputation.  No.  I  mean  the  loss  of  the  esteem  of  all 
moderate  and  rational  individuals.  Already  such  men  are  dis- 
gusted ;  they  are  shocked  at  your  pension-list ;  they  are  alarm- 
ed at  your  place-list;  they  can't  approve  of  what  they  know 
your  only  principle  of  Government— the  omnipotence  of  ror- 
mptlon* 

Vo|^  1—40 
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J  that  Uie  laws  of  tliis  r 


imagine  tliat  tite  laws  of  tliis  rountry  c 
due  aiitlioritf,  under  a  i^yiitcnt  Rucli  as  yunrs,  whicli  mhuIiI 
make  Pai'liament  the  prontitutc,  anil  has  made  Government  the 
comntuii  htiwd  of  tlie  nation?   A  systj'in  which  not  only  jHitson-t 
the  sniirre  of  tho  lawH,    liut  [tuUutes  tlie  setitn  of  juilgment ; 
you  may  say  that  JuBticc  between  man  anrl  man  will  he  faitli- 
I'lilly  ariministercd,  and  ynu  will  set  up  the  privaU'  dbpe naation 
of  ttie  lawH,  an  an  ajxilngy  for  tlicir  |M>)itlcal  jxmcrHion  ;  but. 
even  tJiat  pi'ivat«'  disiicnsaticm  will  not  be  long  pure,  when  you 
sell  the  jmwei'  of  that  dispentiafjon  to  cvei'y  man  who  will  give 
j'tiii  inont'y.   Nor  ran  the  laws  in  a  ircc  roimti7  long  iTtain 
tlieir  authority,  kiiIcmn  the  [K-ople  ai-e  pi-otectwl  by  Uieni  againMt 
plunder  and  o|ipre8Hion  :  nor  can  that  long  be  the  rase,  unless 
the  body  who  is  to  make,  and  tlic  body  who  is  tu  decide  on  the- 
laws  be  tlicmselves  probated  against  corruption.   The  prescjtt 
Administration,  tlieiTi'ore,  is  an  enemy  to  the  law ;  first,  be- 
cause it  )iHS  broken  the  law ;  secondly,  because  it  has  attempt- 
«1  to  [Kiisnn  the  true  simi-crs  both  of  legislation  and  of  justice  ; 
ami,  hnweier  the  finends  of  tliat  Administration  may  talk  plan- 
I  Bibly  on  the  subject  of  public  tramjuillity.  tJtey  arc,  in  fact,  tlie 
.  tin gUadtra  1^  seditwn  placed  in  authority.   Rank  mi^jorities  maj 
I  give  a  nation  law.  butrank  majorities  cannot  give  law  auttmntj'. 
"But  Uiei*e  is  another  circumstance  attending  tlie  project, 
■which  should  naturally  have  weight  with  Ministers.    I  mean 
I  tlic  difficulty  of  <nn'y  iug  this  )iemicious  project  into  full  exertion. 
Don't  gentlemen  imagine  that  the  country  willatlast^nd  them 
«Hlf — will  dwcover  tliat  the  multiplication  of  placemen,  increase 
I  of  pensions,  sale,  or  rather,  indeed,  brokerage  of  honors,  i: 
;  cousjiinuy  against  her,  not  against  tlic  aristocracy — but " 

I    I..\XD? 

"  If  tlu;  nature  of  the  measures  did  not  import  their  own  crii&i- 

I  BnHty  and  mischief,  yet  tlie  conversation  of  tlie  pmjectoi's  has 

I  been  full  and  explanatory  on  the  subject:   '  Any  money  for  a 

majority  ;  give  its  tla^  I'ri'asui'y,  and  wc  buy  tlie  ParliamenC 

But  conversations  of  tliis  sort  have  even  entered  these  walls. 

'These  new  chai-ges  aiT  political  ExpKUieM-a — lBEL.»Nn 

WAS    SOLD    FOR   £1.500.000    FORHEKLY,    AJfO,    IF  OPtVSITiaV 
rERVISTt,   WILL  HE  SOLU  AGAIN.* 

■•  Sir,  the  servants  of  Got  emnient  have  forgotten  to  talk  plau- 
sibly U>  tiic  people  of  Ireland,  on  the  subject  of  conniidiun  ;  and 


fa»e 

i»«    ^J 
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hwt  given  the  licentioaBness  of  tiieir  conrcraation  against  tlio 
chance  of  their  character.  But,  suppose  this  country  and  Par- 
liament, however  warned,  willing  to  suhmit  to  t)ie  injuries,  will 
they  Hubmit  to  insults?  What  are  your  measures  but  national 
indignities?  what  are  these  old  haciu,  now  confidential  Minis- 
ters,  and  the  pert  people  they  put  forward  in  debate,  but  na- 
tiooal  indignities?  But,  supposing  the  country  and  her  Parlia- 
nent  willing  to  submit  to  injuries,  and  billing  to  submit  to  in- 
dignities, yet  will  they  submit  to  the  new  taxes,  which  Hiofie 
ii^uries  and  indignities  will  make  necessary?  The  waste  and 
corruption  of  your  Ministers  lutvc  exceeded  your  revenues  ;  an 
excess  much  condemned  and  much  increased  by  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham.  Will  this  country  be  ready  to  supply  both  anex- 
tra^'Bgance  wMch  that  Minister  condemned,  and  a  comipUon ' 
which  that  Minister  has  created?  Supposing  the  country  will- 
ing to  give  up  her  liberty,  and  willing  to  give  away  her  money^ 
yet  will  she  suiTender  her  money,  mri-cly  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling such  a  set  of  Ministers  to  take  away  her  liberty  ?" 

To  this  bold  and  animated  charge,  Administration  opposed 
tiie  impassive  shield  of  profiigatc  dulness.  The  practice  arraign- 
ed was  not  denied.  The  whole  credit  of  Opposition  was 
staked  on  the  chat^.  Tlie  Secretai?  made  a  most  curious  and 
original  defence ;  if  so  it  might  be  called  tliat  defence  was  none; 
by  an  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  wlictlicr,  u-ken  they 
had  been  in  office,  sudi  things  had  not  been  ifone? — Admiltingtlie 
crime,  admitting  the  consequence,  and  only  contending  on  the 
score  of  novels,  h«  dared  to  complain  of  tiic  harsh  langu^^  of 
Opposition  in  speaking  of  tlie  black  transaction.  •<  We  do  not 
come  here,  replied  one  of  liis  adversaries,  to  exchange  oHnpli- 
ments  in  altei-nate  melody,  like  two  shepherds  under  an  oak ; 
we  come  to  make  inquisition  of  public  guilt,  and  to  call  down ' 
p(d>lic  vengeance  on  the  head  of  the  offender."  But  justice  and 
eloquence  and  argument  and  wit,  are  alike  inefficient,  where 
nombers  are  to  decide,  and  influence  prevuls.  The  question  of 
impeachment  was  lost,  as  every  former  question  had  been  ImAt 
and  the  Minister  retired  in  safety  under  a  majority  of  one  hiin- 
dred  and  forty-four  to  eighty-eight. 

Hitherto  the  contest  had  been  in  greatconstitutional  measures 
tulj't  when  the  ill  snccesa  id  titdr  defendera  could  bat  remotely 
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tdlbrt  the  propic  at  largr.  Political  librrt}-  vas  invwi 
civil  liberty  was  mipposn!  abcjve  tlie  possibilitj^  of  ihu^er.  The 
nation  was  now  to  be  taught  how  rerj'  intimatelj'  tbey  are  alli- 
ed, anil  i^-ith  what  a  <leride<l  front  tiiey  should  oppose  tkt  small- 
est innovation  on  eithrr. 

The  business  I  allude  to,  ia  the  famous  Bnrtrine  of  Fiats,  wludi 
had  for  some  mniitiis  back  a  good  deal  engaged  the  public  at- 
tention. It  was  brought  forw  ai*)!  hy  one  of  the  first  men  in  Op- 
position ;  and  his  Htatement  of  the  facts  which  follows,  was  not 
contnulicted  hy  a  single  member  of  Adniintstration. 

A  printer,  from  tlie  conQplenion  of  Ida  ]>^r.  (^noxious  to  Go- 
venuncnt,  had  published  cei-tain  libels  on  some  obscure  cliarac- 
tei>  and  on  one  widch  was  knowTi  only  for  its  pi-culiar  bifaiuT. 
The  partiea  aggrieved  applied  to  the  Chief  Justice  ofdK-King's 
Bench,  for  hh  pci-inii«iion  to  mark  wiits,  vulgarly  ndlud  hla 
Fial,ta  hold  the  printer  to  special  bait  in  a  very  enormous  sum. 
I'o  hold  a  man  to  special  bail  in  an  action  of  scandid,  where  no 
special  damage  is  laid,  as  a  medium  to  ascertain  tlie  ijuantum  oT 
tiie  bail^  is.  by  tiie  law  of  England,  only  allowable  in  two  cases, 
ill  actions  of  smiuiflfifm  tmi^adim,  and  of  slander  of  title  ;  in 
all  other  actions,  s))ecial  bail  is  only  requimble,  when  tlie  dama- 
gffl  can  be  specifically  swoni  to,  and  ai-e  of  i*al  value ;  tiiat  is,  do 
not  remain  to  be  ascertained  by  a  Jury.  The  affidavits  on  which 
tiie  Chief  Justice  thought  proper  to  issue  his  fiuLs  were  defective 
in  botli  points.  The  action  was  but  a  common  action  of  slander, 
and  tlie  damages  were  uncertain.  They  were  defective  further- 
In  not  one  of  them  was  there  to  he  found  what  the  law  calls  a 
per  qiu)d,  tliat  is,  there  was  no  tuUvitl  injury  set  forth,  by  which. 
per  qiwd,  tiic  plaintifT  had  sustained  tJu*  loss  he  swore  to.  a  cir- 
cumstance essential  to  all  applications  to  hold  to  special  bail. 
^Iie  affidavit  of  one  man  states,  tliat  he  had  ex]>crience<l  the  evil 
tendency  of  the  reports  spread ;  that,  being  a  manager  of  a  play- 
hmun\  ao  eminent  ]ierformcr  in  England  had,  ui  consequence  of 
these  reports  exprased  some  daabt  of  his  punctuality,  and  tliat, 
but  for  the  interference  of  a  friend,  who  vouched  for  liis  honesty, 
be  might,  perhaps,  have  been  deprived  of  her  assistance ;  Uiat, 
moi-eover.  he  had  four  daughters  growing  up.  who,  at  sermt  /»- 
tHrt  day.  might  be  ii\juiTd  in  tlioir  pi'ospects.  by  which  he  An/A 
now,  in  ihepreunt  tense,  sufiercd  damages ;  nad  to  what  amounts 
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Sir 


ForH  THOUSAKD  POINDS ! — atid  be  got  a  fiat  for  Jmir  lliousand 
poundu. 

The  other  afliilavits  were  eqiiallj'  vague  and  inilefinite.  A 
man  swears,  that  he  was  represented  as  ke^'ping  a  house  of  re- 
rcptinn,  by  which  certain  Oieiids  and  iieighbore  had  called  to 
know  why  thest  slanders  were  drmtated;  and  this  injury  and 
E^iecial  damage  of  such  impertinent  visitors,  he  estimated  at 
eight  Imndrwl  pounds.  A  lady  wlio  "swore  »he  was  a  modest 
■woman,  aiul  iwleed  looked  like  a  modest  TOoman,"  states  in  her 
affidavit,  that  she.  being  a  spinster,  has  been  repi-esented  as 
rather  too  intimate  witli  a  certain  notnrioiis  character,  by  whicli 
slie  has  reason  to  believe  she  is  injured  to  the  amount  of 
OIK  thousand  pounds.  Anntlier  person  swears,  that,  by  being 
called  Francisco,  and  Shamado.  and  other  luiUcrous  names,  ha 
is  injui-ed.  God  knows  how,  in  his  good  name  and  fame,  to  tlie 
amount  of  two  tiiousand  pounds.  And,  on  these  vague  allega- 
tions of  uncertabi  and  contingent  injui'ies,  measured  nidy  by  tlie 
irritated  malice  of  a  revengeful  jtroserutor,  tlie  Chief  Justice  of 
Ireland  thought  j>raper  to  issue  his  fiats  In  the  amount  of  aeven 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  [xinnds,  in  common  actions  of  slander, 
with  no  si>eciid  damage  sworn  to,  when  the  Chief  Justice  of 
England  would  nut  have  held  the  defendant  in  bail  to  tiie  amount 

of  OKE  PENNV. 

On  these  wi-its  the  Printoi"  was  an-csted  and  thrown  into 
gaol.  Shortly  after,  he  applied  to  the  Court  by  his  counsel, 
eitlier  to  dismiss  him  on  common  bail,  or,  in  otlier  words,  no 
bailatall,  or  toi-cducctlie  <iuantumtofivel)undredpounds.  To 
the  first  point  bis  counsel  sliowed,  from  tlic  great  principles  of 
law,  and  fnrm  the  vniform  practice  of  Ike  English  courts,  tliat 
there  never  was  a  case  wherein  a  man  bad  been  held  to  special 
biul,  in  an  action  of  slaniler,  with  no  s])ecial  damages  swoiTi  to, 
except  in  cases  of  scandalum  maguatuia,  or  slander  of  title, 
and  quoted  authorities  of  tlie  highest  legal  rank  in  support  of 
their  argument  If,  Irowever,  tlie  Court  should  overrule  that 
point,  tlii^y  showeil,  fVom  the  insufficiency  of  the  affidavits.  H'oni 
the  slight  and  uncertain  nature  of  tlie  injuries,  and  the  low  i-ank 
in  life  of  all  tlie  parties,  that  the  present  bail  was  enormous,  and 
should  be  reduced.  Alter  a  considerable  interval,  in  a  full  Court, 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  pronounced  his  own  and  bis  brethren's 
opinion.  He  readoutttjiarf  of  apassngeinBlackstonet  toform 
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ft  prinriplf.*  lie  past  b^  in  silrncc  the  uniforni  practia  of  thg 
Eu;^lis!t  Judges,  aiid  ju-itilinl  his  practirr  hy  a  long  list  of  Irisli 
ptvctnlrnU.  which  cerUuiily  gn  so  far  as  to  ac)|iiit  liim  of  iiiiKK 
^atioa.  Ilaving  rstablistwd.  in  thU  manner,  his  principle  that 
•■  the  practice  of  Ute  Court  in  the  law  of  the  Court,"  and  b.r  con- 
sctiurnce  tlie  law  of  the  land ;  his  Lordship  came  to  the  second 
pnint :  an<l.  as  to  tike  quaotum  of  damages  be  r«ad  a  part  of  an 
affii)a\  it  of  the  defendant,  netting  forth,  that,  bv  libellous  publica- 
tions of  one  of  laa  adversaric**,  be  ■ana  •*  so  induced  in  his  credit 
as  nut  to  be  able  to  find  bail  to  the  amount  of  more  tlian  £  500." 
He  tiicii  (|iiolcd  a  former  assertion  of  lite  defendant's  made  in  a 
newspaper,  "  Iliat  lie  could  find  bail  to  tlir  amwint  of  half  a  mil- 
lion." aiid  be  argued  from  ttiis.  that  if  tlie  defendant  was  by 
sloiitlcr  i-etluced  from  half  a  million  to  five  hundred  pounds,  it 
was  tJio  stroiigei^t  proof  of  the  niiscliief  of  slander,  and  gaie 
bin)  tlie  loss  claim  on  tlic  mcrrj'  of  the  C«urt.  His  Loitlship, 
tlicrefore.  with  tlie  concurrence  of  his  tlirce  learned  bretliren, 
refiLwd  botli  parts  of  the  motion  with  costs,  and  tlie  printer  now 
lies  in  Newgate,  has  done  ho  .Mnce  last  Hillarj'  term,  and  must 
do  so  until  he  can  fii>d  bail  tci  Uie  amount  of  £  7,SO0,  or  com- 
pel liis  ad\ci-sarics  to  try  tlieir  actions. 

In  the  first  ]>art  of  his  argument  tlic  I^rd  Chief  Ju>>ticc  has 
iimitcil   Bliifksliiin';  in  llic  la.sl.  he  lell  into  tlie  same 
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As  to  the  boast  of  the  printer  that  he  could  find  bail  Tor  half 
a  inil)ion,.all  Ireland  known,  and  his  Lordship  ns  well  as  any 
man  in  it,  that,  at  the  time  of  that  silly  gasconade,  and  long  after, 
the  unhappy  victim  was  under  a  tenii»rary  frenzy  :  and  so  all 
Ireland  must  sec  tlie  weakness  of  so  much  of  his  Lordsliip'x  ar- 
gument as  depends  on  that  assumption. 

I  have  submitted  to  tlie  people,  with  as  much  perspicuity  and 
brc\ity  as  I  could,  first,  the  doctrine  of  sjiecial  bail,  as  laid  down 
in  the  books  ;  and,  secondly,  Uie  actual  practice  of  the  King's 
Bench  in  Ireland.  Oppaiition  on  tliis  great  question  called  fortli 
all  their  energy,  and  never,  tlirough  tlic  session,  were  tliey  op- 
posed witliRurh  n  pitiful  show  of  resistance.  One  gi'eat  law  ofH- 
cer  stated,  that  he  was  free  to  confcsg,  he  agreed  witii  the  honoi^ 
able  mover  in  all  the  facts,  and  almost  all  the  princijdes  laid 
down  in  his  ai^iiment ;  ncvertlielcss,  tliere  were  one  or  tvo 
points  OR  which  he  had  }m  doubts;  and  tlierefore  he,  in  elTect, 
moved  that  the  mnsideration  of  the  questioii  be  put  off  nne  die, 
or  in  ofJier  words,  as  was  well  observed,  by  a  shrewd  and  spi- 
rited country-  Gentleiaun,  he  doubted,  and,  tberelore,  would  not 
inquire.  Anotlier  great  law  officer  tliouglit  it  indecorous  to  set 
up  tite  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  against  tlie  unani- 
mous determination  of  the  Judges  of  tlie  King's  Bench,  tliat  is, 
in  plain  English,  he  set  up  the  vcr^-  grievance  itself  as  a  bar 
to  acomplaint  of  tliat  grievance.  Towhatpuii>oseisit  a  stand- 
ing measure  of  evei-y  session,  to  aj^int  a  Grand  Committee  of 
Courts  of  Justice,  if,  when  an  accusation  is  laid  before  tliat  rom- 
tnittee.  the  veiy  fact  imputrti  ispleaded  in  justification  of  itself  J 
But  it  would  be  useless  to  show  in  detail  the  absurdity  of  the, 
arguments  (  cannot  call  tliem,  on  the  part  of  tlie  administra- 
tion.  Even  tlie  most  determined  of  tlie  supportei-s  of  Govern- 
ment, who  had  Hn'allowed,  without  scruple,  tlie  miMt  unpalatable 
measures  of  the  session,  rejected  this  witli  disgust ;  and  it  was 
not,  imless  by  a  pitiful  evasion,  fitted  to  impose  only  on  volun- 
tary dupes,  that  the  Secretary  could  preserve  his  phalanx  un- 
broken. Tliey  refused  to  support  the  Judges,  if  an  imiuiry  waa 
once  admitted,  but  diey  consenteil  in  the  first  instance  to  stifle 
that  inquiry,  under  a  niiyority  of  one  hundred  and  twenty -fi\x 
to  ninety-one. 

It  may  be  wondered  why  Administration  should  thus,  wan- 
timly,  incur  a  great  load  of  obloquy,  without  any  apjiarent 
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temiitatioii.  It  is  tliis  vcrj  circuiDHtaiicc  that  in  Uic  most  alarm*  * 
iRg  in  the  whole  transaction.  We  maj'  Biipjiosr  a  case.  Sii)!- 
pose  a  man  become  obnoxiotis  to  a  pi-ofiigate  Govei-nment,  hy  a 
Btrong  ojiposition  to  their  measuif»« :  su|>|>oso  tlio  people  not 
quite  so  ri[>e  for  slavery  an  to  bear  liiH  Iwting  piililicl)'  seiziil  at 
the  ai'bitrary  will  of  the  Minister;  siipjiose  such  a  judge  presid- 
ing in  the  King's  Benrli  as  Scroggs,  or  TresiUian  in  another 
country,  or  Wliitsheil  in  oin-  own — no  sucli  Jodge  now  lives, 
but  such  may  arise :  and  would  Huch  a  Gnvei'nntent  find  nay 
difficulty  in  procuringa  villain  to  swear  an  affidavit  against  tlieir 
enemy,  stating  damages  to  any  amount?  Or  notild  such  a  judge, 
whose  discretion,  as  to  the  r|uantum  of  bail,  is  said  to  be  i-egu- 
latcd  solely  by  the  affidavit  of  the  plaiutilT,  scruple  to  grant  hit 
Jiat?  Anil  see  what  follows:  The  leader  of  an  opposition  might 
be  tin-own  into  a  gaol :  Uicre  he  must  lie  for  thi-ec  tfi'nis  bcfitre 
he  could  enter  a  non  pros.  .■  lie  is  tlien  discliargeil,  and  told  he 
may  pui-siie  tlie  plaintiff  for  holding  him  to  excessive  bail — 
the  plaintiff  is  fed .'  No  man  w  ill  pretend  that,  as  the  law  is 
now  said  to  stand,  tliis  might  not  be  done.  Tliis  is  the  ini»era 
sercihts,  nln  jus  fst  vagum  et  incognitum.  Consideb  it  wBU.. 
1  do,  by  no  mejins,  suppose  that,  while  the  Bench  is  lllled  as 
it  is  at  pn'seiit.  tlie  liberty  of  the  subject  can  be  in  danger  from 
the  enmity  of  Government,  but  our  present  judges  are  not  im- 
mortal :  attd  if,  at  any  remote  and  future  period,  it  ahmild  luip- 
pcn  tliat  their  siuxessors  vcre  to  be  eleeJed,  not  Jar  integrity, 
bat  suppleness  of  consdence ;  not  for  legal  hurwledge  in  the  courts, 
but  for  slavish  effrontery  in  Parliament;  if  tltose  Jwigrs  were  to 
carry  tvith  them  to  the  bench  their  passions,  their  prrjndiees, 
their  halnts,  Ihnr  aversion  to  public  sjdiit,  their  abased  servility 
to  men  in  power;  if  titere  were  an  ignorant  and  impudent  man 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  w/io  would  sacrijee  the  forms  and  Ike  es- 
sence of  the  Conslitution,  at  the  corrupt  shrine  of  mintitrrial  in- 
Jlu€nee;  if  any  good  dfi^en  was  to  plant  himself  on  Hit  saered 
ground  of  the  Hhcrty  of  the  press,  and  sound  the  alarm  to  the  re- 
vtotest  corners  of  the  land ;  if  lite  people  were  to  arouse  from  their 
lethargy,  and  cry  aloud  for  liberty  and  justice;  it  might  then  ap- 
pear, what  an  useful  instrument  a  Chief  Justice  of  Irdand,  ictth- 
enl  principle,  and  wilfiont  shame,  armed  with  ail  the  tenitrs  of 
attachments,  informations,  Jala,  aud  every  other  ptnverfiU  en-. 
gine  of  liis  Office,  might  prorc  in  the  hands  of  such  an  Mmin 
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tration.  This  is  no  speculative  evil.— All  that  I  have  said,  and 
mach  more,  has  been  done  in  England,  by  a  Jeiferies ;  and  he 
is  a  fool  who  says  what  has  been,  may  not  again  be. 

The  due  respect  to  the  character  of  a  Judge  is  essential  to 
the  dignified  and  equal  distribution  of  justice;  this  respect 
never  can  be  lost,  but  by  the  misconduct  of  Judges  themselves. 
High  as  they  are  raised,  tliey  are  still  fallible  men  <<A 
Judge  may  be  elevated  in  rank,  and  he  may  be  ignorant ;  he 
may  be  experienced,  and  he  may  be  corrupt ;  he  may  be  learn- 
ed, and  he  may  be  feeble ;  or  he  may  be  old  and  doat." 

We  have  now  traced  flie  conduct  of  Administration  through 
an  alarming  climax,  from  the  beginning  to  nearly  the  close  of 
the  session;  we  have  seen  tliem  avow  corruption^  and  talk  of 
their  strength ;  we  have  seen  them  object  to  a  place-bill,  that 
it  destroyed  responsibility,  and  then  oppose  responsibility; 
we  have  seen  them  remedy  an  unconstitutional  police  in  the 
capital,  by  assuming  a  power  to  extend  it  over  the  kingdom 
thus  far  under  color  and  form  of  law.  We  have  seen  them 
quit  this  peddling  game,  throw  off  those  obsolete  forms,  and 
strike  at  once  at  the  vitals  of  the  constitution ;  we  have  seen 
them  pervert  the  regal  prerogative  to  the  destruction  of  public 
liberty,  by  the  sale  of  peerages,  and  applying  the  ^x)duce  to 
purchasing  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons — This  was  an  in- 
vasion of  the  constitution.  We  have  seen  them  br^k  through 
the  sacred  pale  of  civil  liberty,  the  last  great  refuge  under 
public  oppression,  and,  with  an  unnecessary  and  petulant  pro- 
digality of  reputation,  justify  the  doctrine  of  excessive  bail, 
against  which  the  subject  was,  tliought  to  be,  protected  by  no 
less  a  security  tlian  tlie  BILL  OF  RIGHTS— TAts  was  in 
open  breach  of  the  law. 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  Administration,  bold  and  pe- 
remptory, and  decided  in  mischief:  but  they  have  done  more ; 
they  have  denied  that  their  measures  were  obnoxious  to  the 
peopUf  and  they  have  triumphantly  called  on  their  opponents 
to  prove  the  contrary.  It  is  that  defiance  which  has  produced 
this  Pamphlet.  I  am  no  occasional  Whig ;  I  am  no  constitu- 
tional Tory ;  I  am  addicted  to  no  party,  but  tlie  party  of  the 
nation.  1  have  stated  the  questions  between  Government  and 
Opposition  impartially,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  very  limit- 
ed talents;  in  this,  whatever  want  of  ability  I  may  have  be- 
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trayett.  I  tniHt  I  have  not  been  found  deficient  in  intpgi-itj 
But  w)iu  or  what  I  am  is  of  no  cousoi^iionce ;  tlic  inh'ivst  of  tb* 
nation  is  at  stake,  and  to  ttiat  I  lia.sten. 

All  invoKtigationnf  piiblir  measures  in  Parliamt^nt  is,  for  tlie 
present,  over,  and  the  people  without  doors  aiT  to  judge  whe- 
thci-  they  have  been  good  or  evil.  Government  has  called  «b 
the  nation  to  censinT  or  approve,  and  nill  nut  the  nation  arouse 
at  the  gi-eat  appeal?  The  facts  lie  before  tlieni.  This  is  not  the 
rlase  of  an  ordinary  RcsNiun.  It  is  a  return  of  the  legislative 
body  into  tlie  nia»s  of  tlte  people.  It  U  such  an  opportunity 
a»  will  nut  occur  for  eight  years,  an  alarming  deduction  IVom 
the  liie  of  a  man !  The  people  may  now  ^ow  tlieir  approbation 
or  abhorrence  of  public  measures,  by  tlieir  choice  of  public 
men.  If  tliey  i-etum  tlie  veteran  ofTcnders,  who.  in  so  many 
inHtunres,  liavc  basely  desert^-d  their  rights,  they  forfeit  tiie 
last  sad  consolation  of  the  wretched,  tlic  I'lglit  to  complain; 
venal  and  prostitute  themsetvcH,  shall  they  dare  to  ai-i-aign 
venality  and  prostitution  in  tJieir  representative^  But  I  will 
not  dwelt  on  so  diHcouraging  a  prospect.  I  turn  with  a  ftrnd^ 
and,  I  hope,  a  founded  conhdcnce,  to  wliat  will  be  the  great 
and  glorious  line  which  my  country  will  pui'suc  on  the  inijiend- 
ing  election. 

Let  every  county,  city,  and  fi-ee  corporation  in  tlic  kingdom, 
come  forward  and  speak  their  sentiments  on  the  late  proceed- 
ings; let  them  not  attach  themselves  to  this  or  tliat  set  ttf  meiv 
but  adliei-c  to  great  principles,  not  liable  to  fluctuation  or 
change.  If  they  would  not  have  an  armeil  ruffian  stand  senti- 
nel at  every  man's  door  in  the  land,  let  Ihem  repi-obate  the  po- 
lice If  tlicy  would  annihilate  corruption,  let  them  condemu 
the  pension  list  If  they  would  keep  the  House  of  Conimona 
umnflucnced,  let  them  apprmc  tlic  place  bill.  If  tliey  would 
[  guard  the  treasure  of  the  public,  from  the  rapacious  prodigality 
(J  an  English  viceroy,  let  them  demand  responsibility.  If  tliey 
wwild  preserve  the  purity  of  the  legislature  from  the  insidious 
wduction  of  an  English  Secretaj-}',  let  them  cry  aloud  at  tlic 
prostitution  of  the  Peerage,  by  making  it  saleable.  If,  how- 
ever, constitutional  liberty  be  no  longer  an  ol)joct  wortliy  of 
cxeKioN,  Ul  mm  amswlt  Ikcir  senses ;  if  tliey  will  prcsene  even 
the  miserable  consolation  of  the  politicul  slave,  personal  immu- 
nity, if  tliey  ai-e  not  enamoured  of  bolts  and  sf  shackles,  let 
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wiflioiit  the  idle  dread  of  an  attachment^  fulminate  their 
indignatioii  and  abhorrence  of  the  late  atrocious  invasion  of  tlie 
fiberty  of  the  stAject,  by  the  doctrine  of  excessive  bail. 

Such,  my  countrj^men,  are  the  objects  I  would  propose  to 
you.  I  do  not  confine  tMs  address  to  Electors  only ;  they  have, 
it  is  true,  a  more  active  mode  to  testify  their  resentments,  by 
witlilHriding  their  votes  firom  the  sordid  betrayer  of  their  rights  : 
bnttiiey  are  not  more  interested  in  the  freedom  of  Ireland  than 
fbie  great  body  of  the  people  who  have  no  suffrage.  Let  every 
amnty,  I  again  repeat  it,  let  ev^y  city,  borough,  parish  club, 
fai  the  Kingdom,  come  forward,  and  speak  their  determination. 
If  you  do  tills,  where  is  the  Minister  that  prizes  his  head,  who 
will  dare  to  oppose  four  millions  of  people,  fresh  from  the  reco- 
irery  of  their  rights  from  a  foreign  usurpation,  and  unknowing 

to  surrender  them  to  a  domestic  Tyrant? If  you  do  not 

But  I  will  not  form  a  supposition  so  degrading  to  your  spirit 
md,  understanding,  at  the  very  instant  when  I  subscribe  myself 
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UtEIAND  IS  BOUND,  OF  BIGHT, 

TO 

EMBARK  m  THE  IMPENSINe  CONTEST 

ant  0tSc  «t  Crest  Svttain: 

7%e  AfimtAfTf  of  AotA  Bbuaea  of  Parliament. 


1"^      Tecam  piiui  erpi  Tohita 

Hm  udmo  uM  tubi*  t  KBleXom  mto  duelfi 

Pttnitet !  Jortnu, 
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MANY  of  the  ideas  in  the  following  pages  may  doubtless 
appear  extraordinary,  aiid  some  of  tlicin.  to  cautions  men,  too 
hardy.  To  tlie  first,  it  may  be  ansnercil,  that,  until  the  prcsentt 
DO  occasion  haa  happened  wbeir  such  a  question  could  arise,  tm 
I  venture  to  investigate.  Since  the  lately  acknowledged  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland,  tliis  is  tlic  fli'st  time  u  hen  our  assititaiice 
to  Britain  has  become  necessary,  and  tJie  r|uc.stion  of  right  had 
better  be  settled  in  tlie  ontset   To  the  last,  1  sliall  only  submiU 
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APPROACHING  WAR  WITH  SPAIN. 


Mt  Lords  avd  Oentlbmeit  :  The  Minister  of  England 
bu  fonnaliy  tuinounced  the  probshility  of  a  rupture  witii  Spain ; 
the  British  nation  is  arming  with  all  possible  energy  and  de- 
•patch ;  and,  from  the  Land's  End  to  the  Orimeys,  nothing  is 
to  be  heard  but  di-eadful  note  of  preparation ;  ships  are  equip- 
ped, press  vurants  arc  granted,  beating  orders  issued,  and  a 
million  ruacd ;  all  parties  unite  in  one  great  principle — the  sup- 
portofthe  national  honor,  and  pulling  down  Spanish  {aide ;  and 
hi^  and  glowing  expectation  kindle  the  native  ^-alor  of  Eng- 
land ;  fbe  British  lion  has  lashed  himself  into  a  fury,  and  woe 
to  tbe  unlucky  Spaniard  whom  he  may  seize  in  his  gripe. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  tlie  Minister  of  England,  in  the  onr- 
flowing  of  his  benev<dence  to  this  htqipy  Isle,  has  been  gra- 
doualy  pleased  to  allow  us  an  opporfainity  of  following  tbo 
noble  beast  in  the  course  of  glory  and  of  profit ;  so  that  we  may* 
from  his  leavings,  glean  up  sufficient  of  honor  and  wealth  to  em- 
btanm  uid  enrich  us  till  time  shall  be  no  more.  Press  warrants 
are  granted,  and  beating  orders  issued  here,  too,  and  the  youtt 
of  Hibemia  have  no  more  to  do  but  to  take  the  King's  money 
first,  as  earnest,  and  the  riches  of  Spain  follow  of  course. 

I  know  the  ardent  valor  of  my  countrymen,  ever  impatient  of 
peace  and  |Mvmpt  for  battie,  heightened  and  inflamed  as  it  now 
is  by  the  doquence  of  the  sergeant  and  the  music  of  his  drum, 
will  strwigly  impel  them,  more  mqjoruvh  to  brandish  the  cudgel 
b^  and  discuss  the  merits  after;  avcry  common  process  amoag 
Iktm.    Bst  yon,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  will,  I  trosf.  lortk 
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a  little  deeper  Into  tilings ;  with  all  tlic  sjm'it  of  our  rustics,  ) 
will  show  that  you  arc  jii.tt  and  pruilcnt,  as  wull  as  valiai 
JVTrti'  iH  the  instant  for  cmisiilcration,  hcfore  the  Ruhicon  be  p 
ed ;  and  tiie  example  which  Ciesar  shewed,  the  bravest  of  j 
need  not  blush  tn  fullow. 

It  is  universally  exiiected,  tliat.  at  your  meeting,  tlie  Secre- 
tary nil!  ciinie  forwani,  to  acrgitaint  you  that  his  Majesty  is 
pn-paring  for  war  with  Spiun,  and  hnjtes  f<»r  your  roncurrcnco 
to  carry  it  im,  so  as  to  proi:urc  the  blessingH  of  iin  honorable 
pearc  litis  message  he  will  endeavor  to  have  answered  by  an 
address,  ofrrrinf;.  very  frankly,  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  tlie 
disposal  of  the  British  Minister,  in  tJic  approat'lung  tontcst; 
and,  tliat  tliis  may  not  appear  more  prorcssion,  the  popular  ap- 
prehension is.  that  it  will  be  followed  up  by  a  vote  of  credit  for 
three  bundi-ed  thmisand  pounds,  as  our  quota  of  tlie  esjtetise;  a 
sum  ofa  magnitude  very  alarming  to  the  fmaiires  <^  this  rountry. 
But  it  is  not  the  magnitude  of  tlie  grant  which  is  Uie  great  ob- 
jert;  it  is  the  conseipiencc  of  if,  involving  a  rjuestion  Iietween 
the  t\vo  countries  of  no  less  importance  than  this :  "  Whetlier 
«*  Ireland  be,  of  right,  bound  to  support  a  war,  declared  by  the 
*•  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  motives  and  interests  purely  Bri- 
•*tish  ?"  If  it  appear  that  slic  is,  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  to  the 
necessity,  however  inconvenient;  if  it  appear  tliat  she  is  not  so 
bound,  but  may  grant  or  witJihold  her  assistance  to  Cnglanil, 
tben  it  will  bo  for  your  wisdoms  to  consider  whether  war  be  for 
her  interest  or  not  If  it  be,  you  will  doubtless  take  tlie  neces- 
"  Bary  steps  to  carry  it  on  with  spirit  and  effect :  if  it  be  not,  you 
I  will  make  arrangements  to  obtain  and  secure  a  safe  and  honor- 
'  able  neutrality. 

The  present  is  a  question  of  too  much  importance  to  both 
countries,  to  be  led  unsettled ;  but  tliough  it  be  of  great  weight 
and  moment  indeed,  I  do  not  apprehend  it  to  be  of  great  difll- 
cultj-.    The  matter  of  right  lies  in  a  nutshell,  turning  on  two 
principles  which  no  innn  will,  I  bojic,  pretend  to  deny :  Firs^  J 
That  the  Crown  of  Ireland  is  an  imperial  crown,  and  her  legb^  -I 
i  lature  separate  and  independent:  and,  secondly,  that  the  prero-.H 
J  gatii  e  of  the  Crown,  and  the  constitution  and  jiowers  of  Farlia- 
§>incnt  are  the  same  hn-e  as  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  the  King's  niyal  pn'rogative  to  declare 
var  against  any  jiower  it  may  please  him  to  quarrel  with :  and 


THEOBALD  TTOLFE  TONE. 


3S9 


wlicn  pi-oclamatioii  is  nmilc  tiprp  tti  that  pffwt  I  artmit.  we  are 
tbpn  iiigHgcrl.  just  as  tlie  pcfipic  of  Englanil  an-,  in  similar  cii-- 
cmnsliuiccs.  Hut  ns  wp  Uuve  hci-c  a  five  and  iiKkpendcmt  Pai'- 
linmrnt,  it  is  as  tindoubtfilly  tlicir  priciK-gp  t«  grunt,  or  with- 
hold, tlic  Miijiplies :  and  if  they  pt'i<rniptonly  reflise  tbcm,  and 
(he  Mutiny  Act  I  know  not  liow  an  army  is  to  be  paid,  or  go- 
\prn(Ml.  witliniit  proceeding  to  means  not  to  l)C  tliought  on.  It 
follows,  theri>lon%  that  the  Farltamrnt  of  Ireland  have  a  kind 
of  negative  voire,  in  tlic  question  of  war  and  ijeace,  cxartly  si- 
milai-  to  that  of  the  English  Parliament  If,  then,  they  have 
this  delihenitivc  powi't-,  tliey  are  no  furOier  hound  to  suppni-t  a 
war,  than  the  Englisli  I'aidiament  is,  whi<-h  may.  undoubtedly, 
compel  peace  at  any  time  by  postiKining  the  Money  and  Mutiny 
Bills.  They  arc.  tlterofore.  not  bound  to  support  any  war,  until 
they  have  previously  aiiproved  and  adopted  it.  The  King  of 
Ireland  may  declare  the  war,  hut  it  is  the  Parliampnt  only  tiiat 
cjin  carry  it  on.  If  this  be  so,  it  follows,  very  clearly,  that  we 
are  not,  more  than  England,  ipsofoclo,  committed,  merely  by 
tlie  deilaratioti  of  wai-of  our  own  King:  and.  n/ortiori.  much 
less  are  wc  committed  Ly  his  tleclaration,  as  King  of  Great 
Britain,  when  our  interest  Is  endamaged,  and  tlie  qnairul  and 
the  profit  are  merely  ajid  purely  English. 

If  the  Parliament  of  England  address  his  Majesty  for  war, 
and,  in  consetpieneo,  war  be  pro<4Riined ;  if  we  are  at  once, 
without  our  consent,  perhajis  against  our  will  and  our  interest, 
engaged,  and  our  Parliament  bounil  to  snpjioi-t  that  war,  in 
purHuance  of  tliat  address;  then,  I  say,  the  indepondenco  of 
Ireland  is  sacrificed,  we  arc  bound  by  tlie  act  of  tlie  British 
Parliament,  and  the  charter  of  our  liberties  is  wasti?  pajirr.  To 
talk  of  the  independence  of  a  country,  and  yet  deny  her  a  nega- 
live  voice  in  a  iiucstion  of  no  less  ini)M)rt  to  her  well-being,  than 
that  of  |)eace  or  war,  is  impudent  nonsenwe.  But,  I  hope  and 
trust,  no  man  at  tliis  day  will  be  so  hanly  as  to  advance  such 
an  assertion,  or  to  deny  tliat  our  Parlianiriit  is  co-ordinate  with 
that  of  England,  and  equally  comiK-tent  to  the  regulation  of  all 
out-  domestic  concerns  and  foreign  inten-sts  with  similar  powers 
of  assent  and  refusal,  and  if  so,  with  equal  right  to  receive  oi- 
reject  a  war. 

From  liic  qiiesUnn  of  right,  which  will  not  he  denied  you, 
suS«r  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  question  of  cxpedtencil- 
Vol.  I — (3 
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You  may.  at  your  will,  draw  the  sword,  or  hold  out  the  olira 
It  remains,  thet'cforc,  to  examine  which  tine  of  conduct  is  like- 
ly to  be  most  beneficial  ta  yoiU'  country.  Before  you  commit 
yourseJvee,  decidedly,  to  war  or  peace,  it  belmven  you  well  to 
ronsider  the  conseiiueiiccs  of  butli  to  li-eland  ;  see  what  she  can 
gain,  sec  what  she  mu^t  lose,  try  how  tar  her  interest  or  her 
honor  is  concerned  :  reflect,  that  on  your  first  vote  depend  the 
propprtics,  the  liberties,  tlic  lives  of  tliousands  of  your  country- 
men :  and,  above  all.  remember  you  are  abotit  to  make  a  prece- 
dent for  future  agea,  in  the  great  ijuestion  of  the  obligation  on 
Ireland  to  follow  Great  Britain  to  war,  as  a  necesBxry  ap- 
pendage. 

■Wliat,  in  tlie  first  place,  are  the  grounds  of  the  quan-el  at  t» 
Irelaml  ?  and  what  arc  the  profits  she  has  to  look  to  from  thc- 
contfst  between  S[iatn  and  England  ? 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  we  have  immediately,  from  our 
own  concerns,  any  ground  for  interfering  in  the  appi-oaching 
war ;  on  the  contrai-y,  peace  w  ith  all  the  world,  but  peace  with 
Spain,  particularly,  is  oiir  object  and  our  interest.  The  quarrel 
is  merely  and  purely  English.  A  few  imlividuals  in  China, 
members  of  a  company  w  hich  is  posHe.sse<l  of  a  monopoly  of  the 
commerce  to  tlic  Ea-st,  to  the  utter  exclusUm  of  this  anmlry. 
fitted  out  certain  ships  to  trade  to  the  North  Western  coast  of 
America,  for  furs,  which  ^cy  expected  would  pi-o^  e  a  hicrative 
article  of  traffic.  The  Spamanls.  actuated  by  pride  or  jealousy, 
or  both,  have,  it  seems,  seizeil  tliese  vessels,  to  tlie  disgrace  of 
(not  the  Irish,  but]  tlic  Dritish  flag,  and  to  enforce  satisfaction, 
an  armament  is  pre]iaring.  In  this  trtmsaction  tiie  probability 
is  that  SpaJji  is  in  the  wrong,  and  England  is  acting  with  no 
more  than  a  becoming  spirit ;  but  the  question  with  us  is,  not 
who  is  wrong,  or  who  is  nght  ?  Ours  are  discussions  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature ;  to  foster  and  cherish  a  growing  trade,  to  culti- 
vate and  civilize  a  yet  unpolished  people,  to  obliterate  the  im- 
pression  of  ancient  religious  feuds,  to  watch,  with  incessaut  aad 
anxious  care,  tlie  cradle  of  an  infant  Constitution :  tiiese  are  our 
duties,  and  these  are  indispensable.  Removal  a  hemisphere  from 
the  scene  of  action,  unconnected  with  the  intei'est  in  question* 
debarred  from  the  gains  of  the  commeire,  what  has  Ireland  to 
demand  her  interference,  more  tJian  if  t)ie  debate  arose  between 
fh«  Emperor  of  Japan,  and  the  King  td  Corca  ?  Will  she  profit 
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if  England  secure  the  trade  ?  No.  Will  she  lose  if  England 
cannot  obtain  one  Otter  skin  ?  No.  Shall  we  eat,  drink,  or 
sleep,  one  jot  the  worse,  whether  the  Mandarins  of  Pekin  line 
their  doublets  with  Turs  purchased  from  a  Spanish  or  an  English 
merchant  ?  No.  Decidedly,  then,  the  quarrel  is  Ei^ishf  the 
profit  will  be  to  England,  and  Ireland  will  be  left  to  console 
herself  for  her  treasure  spent,  and  her  gallant  sons  fallen,  by 
the  reflection  that  valor,  like  virtue,  is  its  own  reward,  and 
tliat  she  has  given  Great  Britain  one  more  opportunity  to  be 
ungrateful.  So  much  for  the  ground  of  quarrel,  and  the  profit 
we  are  to  expect  firom  the  war  ! 

Let  me  now  humbly  submit  to  your  consideration,  the  actual 
certainty  we  are  required  to  sacrifice  to  these  brilliant  expecta- 
tions, and  I  will  do  it  from  your  own  authentic  documents. 
Subjoined,  in  an  Appendix,  is  a  view  of  the  whole  of  our  com- 
merce with  Spain,  for  the  year  1789,  from  which  I  shall  extract 
the  most  impoi*tant  articles  here.  In  doing  this,  it  is  my  wish 
to  be  as  correct  as  possible,  buttheTa/««of  mostof  the  articles 
I  am  obliged  to  appreciate  by  coiyecture  and  inquiry.  There 
is  a  book  in  the  possession  of  Administration,  called  the  Nation- 
al Stock  Book,  wherein  tiie  value  of  all  the  exports  and  imports 
IB  inserted ;  but  this  is  industriously  kept  back  from  you,  so 
that,  in  the  documents  submitted  to  you,  containing,  in  most 
»iicles,  only  the  quantumf  you  must  content  yourselves  with 
doing  what  I  have  done,  and  make  the  best  inquiries  you  can. 
It  appears  that  the  following  fure  tiie  principal  articles  of  your 
exports: 

Linen  ....     £26,779    0    0 

Wheat  ....        17,056    0    0 

Pork  ....         17,190    0    0 

Butter  -        -        -        -        37,539    0    0 

Bacon  ....  4,260    0    0 

Beef  ....  3,207    0    0 

Floor  ....  3,718    0    0 

Barley  ....  3,794    0    0 

Total    dQ  113,543    0    0 


Which,  with  other  articles  mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  makes 
ihe  gross  amount  of  yomreaEports,  £117^428  35.  2d. 


POLITICAL  VORRS  OK 

On  ihi^  tradr.  I  shall  on!  v  rrnurk.  Ihat  vour  «tlffc  ■ 

\our  agriculture  and  tills^.  an  n«t  nalcmUy  nai* 

Tbr  fnlloning.  from  tbc  same  autfaaritr.  is  (te  acrauil  of  }'«wr 
Inpurl^  Trom  Spain  in  thr  !>amc  ^rar,  but  I  oinfcss  myscir  loss 
ironipeirnt  lo  ascertain  tkeir  Nidur.  I  sIiaII.  Ihrnrfurr.  nnk^wt  in 
hoe  or  Vmo  of  tli«  most  natcrial  articles,  set  do««  onl^  tk# 
1  iiD  purled  : 


Djing 

Stuffii. 


Drugs     - 
Argal       - 

CochiDcal 

Indigo 

Loguood 

Madder 
^Sumach 

Salt 

Brandy    - 

Wine 

Caitcs 
r  Braver     - 


£2.000  ««!««. 
6  r«t. 

$.995  Ik 
rso  ckU 

50  r»t 
583  rmt. 
iXiZ^  haskx. 
17.84:  gaU.* 

t>rr  tuits. 

53.600 
1.10    Ik 
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Uiiiiuf  gQod&itt^nallatiQllali■s«htoconplau  Xo»bstwr 
l«\e  Uie  rvsrntHMits  of  a  nftcioas  EiigUsh  East  IixUaB  bo- 
wpttisx  l»  gr«ti(y«  ^Imv  at  the  distucr  of  kalf  the  globe*  kirn- 
4k«  iIm"  Mrdi  ttf  ^^ur  aniibt  tbe  ctnvil  saovs  of  Noocka 
Siwm4  awl  iMurk  it  iaia  tbe  Wssfli of  oar  coaaKvre.  TWris- 
ii^  armyfi^y  af  IwfaaMi  ia  i—iJiTrJ  om  the  ohar  «f  Britfc>b 
|H^  aad  a^aricr :  we  aie  <wv<J  t»  ciMihif  wrthnut  ttstrntment 
m the  ^aaml  af  aa afinL  wine  Tkftirr  is  aspnCtiMe.  aad 

A^ka^^^^av  ^^   aifta^^lBfe^aaai£^ 

HavMt  II  UMiarii  tbe  MHtwi  aa  Ike  graaial  af  mrnt 
|a»lalMtlMwl,>ltiiuaaKkaff<afsdeariTifatf  wgjfad^ 

a  ngdte  iia  wlack.  %krm  k  b 

ci|aarw    I&  AtrriiMre%  wv  caykirk  in  dis  var.  ic  »  me  ba  mf^ 

fm%  wt  *mtr  immiti6mdi  puriicwi^ir  aUarat :  «■:  riie  tnmtsrary.  ic  in 
oahai  aue  AkB  kr  vinnr  cmnemkrwbht  Vmcn  hj  thif  laisc  pma- 
yt^ia^  iwaif •.  TW  pnarigfe  «f  GspaSamrw^  ^Hsram^  bbia  lie 
ipivtm  «fw  «al  ifc  iifepas  ifaac  we  ^ampi^  it'  iL  a£L  *■&  die  proi- 
Offe  irfwyrattiOiiipi(Pfiia>  !iir  jr^uaenc^  na  diia  s*«Hiiift  J^<^  nf* 
ttariafcfc  a»  Aarii  thtpmi'^thtsamgirv.  iie  humor  tf  iu^  Btidm 
Jkr^  aadt  ab  ^ijr  irniilawi  aniaca  Mmpmrnt  ^/ardm  la. 

I  caatfNa  I  aai^  aa  dar  aaiatw  aaark  ^oi^ggesnt  \tm  a  pineaae  m 
wny-jfataiaiT,.  aataf aaAymafal  a  1 1  piiriiBi  jaduamr-^  rftc  smf 
•il^  :Atf  (nBNnk*^  T««^  adnr  aiL  wiuc  •iois»  ir  aasBi:  ir  wiua  ta 
xtm  ^mmn^  l^afig^e  it  i»  mater  fttaat  t>  jyaii  •Alt'  iiaKfliHBa^it 
Wwac  IIHtaia  iUt  frriaaa  wuii  intepeiiitsff  .tr^aaaexarFs^  umni 
amkr  ^mm  jmaL  Biic  im^  -uiMBi  if  iir  Ejtf.jdrj?  ««»!»  iw  a» 
aami  >  ^  af  lypnaii  wia  toipi?  « ^naipirar  jn  iniflH  •«' gow- 
«e  *ar  'ai  lanamfi  daic  sm  JM^mr^  'W  a  'laamsit  im  «aK.  i> jb  Jifur; 
or  a  iacMtfit:  itt  iMt  •jftaeri  •! 


1.-^    ft  ia^ 


ma 
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I  A  Woody  and  destructive  war.  It  is  convenient.  doubUfss,  for 

<nglan<l,  and  Tor  Iicr  instruments  in  tills  countrA',  to  rry  up  the 

I^wkJ  ft/"  the  empire"  because  it  lajs  tlie  power  of  Ireland  at 

r  di^pasal ;  but  IT  the  empire  consists  of  t«  o  parts,  one  of 

lliirli  is  to  reap  the  whole  profit  of  a  cnntest.  and  tlie  other  to 

lare  only  the  <lilliculties  and  the  danger.  1  know  not  why  we 

Bould  be  so  misled  by  sounds  as  to  sacrifice  solid  advantages 

J  the  whlstJing  of  the  name  of  '•anpire."     The  gooil  of  Uio 

■lole  empire  consists  of  t)ie  good  of  ail  the  paiis :  but  in  our 

e  ttie  gofwl  of  one  part  fa  i^nounred  to  cstabliNli  the  good  of 

p  otlier.     Let  ns.  for  Goii's  sake,  rail  thing.t  by  their  projwr 

Kmes:  let  us  analyse  this  unmeaning  and  fallacious  mixed 

?  "  empire"  into  'it»  com]ionents  England  and  Ireland,  and 

Jen  see  how  tlic  matter  stands.     England  has  a  ^uarre)  with 

Itain.  in  a  matter  ronceniing  Iter  own  inlei-est  exclusively,  and 

n  she  is  to  i-eap  tlie  w  hole  pi-ofit.   li-elani)  Iisls  vo  qiiarrti, 

mU  on  the  rontrary,  a  icry  beneficial  inteitourse  with  Spain, 

Tich  BJic  is  r«|nii-ed  to  it'nounce  tn  her  infinite  present  detri- 

;  site  israll«l  on,  likewise,  to  sr^uander  her  weal t)i  aitd 

led  hrr  blood  in  tliis  Engtish  East  Indian  quant'),  and  tlien 

'  is  told,  tn  console  her.  that  she  has  been  advancing  •'  Ifie 

tlie  empire!"    Let  us  substitute  "England"  for  the 
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of  additional  taxes,  to  send  forth  the  brayest  of  their  youth  to 
battle  and  slaughter,  and  then  tell  them  it  was  all  for  the  good 
of  the  common  empire  of  France  and  England?  The  Viceroy 
would  act  like  a  good  Frenchman  in  making  the  requisition, 
but  he  would  find  the  English  nation  too  determined  and  too 
wise  to  listen  to  such  idle  babble,  as  that  of  forwarding  the 
common  good  ot  two  independent  nations,  by  flie  certain  loss 
and  detriment  and  damage  of  one  of  them. 

Now,  setting  aside  our  prejudice  against  the  idea  of  a  French 
Viceroy  at  St.  James's,  will  any  man  deny  that  the  actual  case 
of  Ireland  at  this  day,  is  exactly  parallel  with  that  of  England 
which  I  have  supposed?  with  this  difference,  however,  that  when 
the  war  was  over,  France  and  England  might  renew  their  trade 
with  Turkey,  but  the  trade  which  is  at  present  in  dispute  be- 
tween England  and  Spain,  Ireland  can,  by  no  possible  contin- 
gency, ever  attain  a  share  in. 

The  argument  then  stands  thus:  The  quantum  of  consofi- 
datcd  power  in  the  <<  empire^^  may  be  increased  by  a  successful 
war,  but  it  Ls  distributed  entirely  to  one  of  the  components, 
while  the  other  is  at  a  certain  loss.  Suppose  the  joint  strength 
before  the  war  to  be  as  twelve,  England  being  as  eight,  and 
Ireland  as  four,  and  after  tlie  war  to  be  as  fourteen ;  England 
being  as  eleven,  with  one-third  gained,  and  Ireland  as  three, 
witfi  one-fourtli  lost;  it  is  very  obvious  that  there  would  be  an 
increase  of  power  in  the  ^^empircy^*  resulting,  however,  from 
a  very  alarming  defalcation  from  one  of  tlie  parts.  And  this  is 
no  exaggerated  suppasition,  when  we  consider  the  mode  in 
which  each  country  must  necessarily  carry  on  tlie  war.  During 
the  contest,  to  Ireland  nothing  is  certain  but  a  heavy  loss  of 
trade,  men,  and  money.  Our  privateers,  irom  the  discourage- 
ment to  Irish  navigation,  are  few,  and  navy  we  have  none ; 
whereas,  England  may  not  only  support  the  contest,  but  be 
absolutely  enriched  by  a  Spanish  war,  even  during  its  continu- 
ance. Her  powerful  navy,  her  infinite  number  of  corsairs,  bring 
in  wealthy  prizes  from  eiery  point  of  the  compass.  Where 
then,  is  the  equality  of  empire?  or  what  ai^e  our  temptations  to 
war? 

I  have  shewn,  as  I  ]^*esume,  that  in  the  use  of  the  word  <<  fm- 
ptre,"  we  are  the  dupes  of  a  sound ;  if,  as  I  contend,  the  good 
ef  the  empire  turns  out  when  examined,  to  signify  no  more  than 
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^  gomi  of  Engl.iitd,  puiTliaHrtl.  ami  dearly  pui-rhascd.  at  a 
V  \<ifis  tu  lifhtnil.  I  know  iiot  »liat  quixotic  spirit  of  natioii- 
Igeiicnisity  luisgtiidpd,  or  gratitude  iniHgilaceJ,  shall  prttrnd 
I  exact  surii  a  saenJiee  from  us.    1  hasten,  tlieivfore,  to  tiie 
B\t  grand  argument  for  our  iiitcrrcreure,  the  fwnor  of  the  Bri- 
mlijtii:::  an  arginncut.  on  the  faee  of  it,  degrading  to  our  roun- 
I  ilislumorable  to  our  spirit ;  an  ai^unient,  the  mention 
li  sliiiidd  iniike  every  Iriflluiian  hang  hts  head  in  son-ow 
|(l  aba.se nirnt.  >Viikkb  isTUE  National  Flag  of  Ireland? 
<,  tJieiv  are  those  wlio,  covering  tlieir  apatliy  or  their  cor- 
ftition  with  t]ie  N]>criou9  garb  of  wi.se  and  prudent  raution, 
raise  their  hands  in  astonishment  at  thin,  as  an  idle  excla- 
■ition  ;  but.  I  say,  that  such  a  badge  of  inferiority,  between 
J-  l^\o  Ringilonis,  is  a  serious  grievance.    Is  tlie  bold  pride  of 
■riotism  notbing  ?   Is  the  ardent  spirit  of  indqiendenre  noth- 
'  Is  national  rank  notljing  ?    If  the  ttng  of  England  be.  as 
dearer  Ut  every  brave  KngliHliman  than  his  life,  is  the 
lib  for  a  similar  badge  of  honor  to  Iivland  to  be  srouted  as  a 
?  Can  the  same  sentiment  be  giTat  and  glorious  on  one 
[•  thechannrl.  anil  wild  and  absui'<l  on  the  other .'  It  is  amor- 
ling  truth,  but  not  the  less  true  for  its  se*  enty.  that  tin'  bo- 
r  of  the  Bntish  is  the  degradation  of  the  Irish  flag.    AVe  arc 
m|K-ned  to  skulk  under  the  pndection  of  Eug)und,  by  a  nc- 
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And  tbifl  leads  me  to  the  last  argument  for  our  supporting 
Great  Britain)  gratilnie/or  the  protection  which  she  affordt  lu. 

Ah  this  19  an  argument  addressed  to  a  very  warm  and  ho< 
nm^ble  sentiment,  and,  therefore,  likely  to  have  some  Vfught 
with  Irishmen,  who  fee)  much  better  than  tfaey  reason,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  examine  it  with  some  attention. 

I  lay  it  down,  then,  as  a  principle,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to 
lay  another,  peHbrce,  under  an  obligation ;  I  mean,  to  put  him 
in  diat  state  that  the  obligation  becomes  unavoidable.  No  man 
has  a  right  to  nin  me  into  difficulties,  tiiat  he  may  extricate  nw 
from  them.  The  (uiginal  necessity,  superinduced  by  him,  leaves 
him  little,  if  any  claim  to  gratitude  for  the  subsetinent  Krvice; 
but  his  claim  will  be  infinitely  weakened,  'd,  in  Huperindndng 
tliis  necessi^,  be  does  me  an  actual,  violent  iiyury.  If  a  man 
hire  a  banditti  to  attack  the  house  (tf  another,  and  then  vtdnn- 
teer  the  defence  of  it,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  said  that  the 
owner  is  much  indebted  to  him,  though  his  defence  should 
prove  succesaftil;  but  if,  in  die  attack,  the  bouse  should  be 
burned  and  the  owner  robbed  of  his  goods,  and  sorely  wounded 
into  the  bargain,  I  humbly  conceive  that  fiie  subsequent  defence, 
however  sincere,  makes  but  a  poor  atonement  for  the  twiginal 
attack,  and  that  if  any  feeling  be  excited,  it  should  be  a  very 
fltrwig  and  natural  remntment  Now,  let  us  see  what  is  the 
boasted  protection  of  England.  When  has  she  ever  held  it 
fbrth  that  she  did  not  first  make  it  neceasaiy  i  For  ho-  own 
interest  and  htmor  she  embai^  in  war,  and  drags  in  tiiis  unof- 
fending and  unoffended  country  as  a  necessary  sequel,  exposes 
ns  to  a  thousand  dangers  and  difficulties  in  a  cause  where  we 
have  no  hope  of  profit,  or  advantage,  or  glory,  for  who  has 
heard  of  the  glory  of  Ireland,  merged  as  it  is  in  that  of  Urcat 
Britain  ?  and  ttien  she  defends  us,  or  perhiqis  does  not  defend 
us,  from  the  resenbuent  of  Am-,  not  our  enemy,  and  so  the  might/ 
debt  of  gratitude  accrues ;  and  we  are  bound  to  ruin  oor  com- 
merce and  lavish  our  treasure,  and  s^  oor  best  blood  in  bcr 
iquarrcl,  and  still  remain  her  debtor  for  {wvtection  in  a  war* 
which  she  has  wantonly  and  unnecessarily,  as  to  tiiis  counbryf 
plunged  us  into.  If  this  be  the  protectioa  of  '''-■^™*,  1,  ftr 
one,  could  be  well  content  that  we  were  left  to  oor  mt 
dom  to  avoid,  or  oar  own  spirit  to  sopfMrt  ft  coatnt. -- 
Vol.  I— 4S 
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But  what  bpcnmra  of  tWis  fHrnntis  argiimcnt  of  ppotfction,  if  it 
I  uppears,  by  tin-  infallible  tcstimDiiy  of  fart?,  that  no  such  thin^ 

'-.lists  P  What  have  been  the  wars  that  England  hax  embarked 
I  in  for  Irish  intcifsts  ?    Her  most  detcrmineil  supporters  cannot 

allege  one.  But.  pri-haps.  they  may  draw  on  futurity  far  the  dc- 
I  licionry  of  e:(perieiice,  and  tell  iis  that  if  wo  w  anted  her  aid,  she 

uouhl  be.  prompt  and  willing  to  aflbnl  it.  Have  we,  then,  for- 
Igot  the  memoi-able  protection  of  tlie  last  war,  when  one  or  two 
IpiUtry  American  privateers  harassed  and  plundered  oar  trade 
1  Aith  impunity,  even  in  our  very  jwi't.t,  and  the  people  of  Bel- 
Ifast  were  told,  ••  You  have  a  troop  of  horse  and  a  company  of 

"  in\alids,  and,  iftliatwill  not  do.  you  may  protect  yourselves." 
J  An  answer  not  ciisily  to  be  forgiven  or  lorgot,  and  nluch,  pcr- 
Ihapn,  England  hei'self  would  now,  were  it  possible,  wish  unsaid. 
IWhat  well'  tt>e  armaments  c(|uipiied  to  roinjiel  Poi-tugal  to  do  us 
Ijustice^  but  a  ^cry  few  years  since  ?  Did  the  na\y  of  England 
lapjiear  in  the  Tagus  to  <lemancl  satisfaction  for  our  woolIenR 
Isei/ed  and  detjiined  .'  No :  we  were  left  at  liLSt,  and  not  witiiout 
la  long  and  strenuous  opposition  from  tlie  Britii^h  Minister  in 
■  Irelaml.  to  extort  justice  a.s  weniiglit,  for  ourselves,  by  a  heavy 
Iduty  on  tlic  wines  of  Portugal.  Allrr  this,  let  us  not  he  told  of 
llhe  pi-otection  of  England. 
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of  opnknce  yet  unknown  in  this  country  i  Would  ywi  not  have, 
circuitaHuly,  the  Spanish  trade  of  England  pass  through  your 
hands  f  Would  not  Spain  pay  every  attention  and  rcfiprct  to 
your  flag  i  or,  if  she  did  not^  then  you  would  have  a  lawful  and 
fair  ground  for  quarrel,  and  might,  and  would,  soon  teach  her 
tliat  you  were  not  a  nation  to  be  insulted  with  impunity. 

That  England  would  exchum,  ia  what  we  might  expect.  We 
know  witii  what  reluctance  ahe  has  ever  renounced  any  badge 
of  her  domination  over  this  country,  and  it  cannot  be  supposed 
she  would  give  up  this  last  without  a  pang.  But,  surely,  where 
the  right  is  clearly  eetablislied,  your  first  duty  is  to  your  natii'e 
land.  I  renounce  the  idea  of  national  generosity.  What  was 
the  languageof  the  wisest  of  your  senators  on  a  great  occasion? 
« IndividHala  may  be  genenut,  but  natiom  never."  I  deny  the 
tie  of  national  gratitude ;  we  owe  no  gratitude,  where  we  liave 
recei^-ed  no  farw.  If  we  did,  in  1782,  extort  our  rights  fnnn 
England  at  tlie  very  muzzle  of  the  cannon,  whom  have  wo  to 
thank  but  OHrsdvet?  Interested  individuals  may  hold  forth  tJie 
nonsensical  cant  of  tlie  generosity  of  England ;  let  us,  wt  this 
important  occasion,  speak  the  language  of  truth  and  common 
sense.  It  is  tbe  spirit  of  Ii-eland,  notthc  generosity  of  England, 
to  which  we  owe  our  rights  and  liberties ;  and  the  same  sinrit 
that  obtained,  wiU  continue  to  defend  tliem. 

What  can  England  do  to  us?  With  what  countenance,  what 
color  of  justice^  can  she  upbrud  us  for  following  her  own  process? 
What  should  Irish  policy  be,  by  British  example?  First  of  all, 
take  care  of  ourtdves.  We  invade  none  of  her  rights ;  we  but 
secure  our  own.  Why  then  should  we  fear  herresentmcnt?  But 
the  timid  will  say,  she  may  withdraw  tlie  protection  (tf  her  flag 
fi^m  us,  and  I  answer,  let  her  do  so ;  every  thing  is  beneficial 
to  Ireland  that  throws  ns  on  our  own  strength.  We  should  then 
look  to  our  internal  resources,  and  scorn  to  sue  for  protection 
to  any  foreign  state ;  we  should  spurn  the  idea  of  moving,  an 
humble  satellite  round  uiy  power,  however  great;  and  claim  at 
once,  and  enforce,  our  rank  among  the  primary  nations  of  the 
earth.  Tlien  should  we  have,  what,  under  tiie  present  system, 
loe  never  thall  tee,  a  hat  jowai.  ixao,  and  8|ririt  to  maintain  it 
If  we  then  fought  and  bled  we  should  not  feel  the  wound,  when 
we  turned  our  eyes  to  the  Harp  waving  proudly  over  the  ocean. 
But  now,  what  are  the  victories  of  Britain  to  us?  Hcr's  u  the 
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quarrel,  her's  the  glory,  tier's  the  profit,  and  to  us  nothing  bat 
the  certainty  of  danger  and  or  deatli ;  the  action  is  over,  and 
the  name  of  trelanil  is  never  heard ;  for  England,  not  our  coun- 
try, ^'e  fight  and  we  die.  Yet,  even  under  these  forbidding  cir- 
CUDistances,  such  is  the  restless  ralor  of  Irislimen,  that  «e  rwib 
to  action  as  eagerly,  and  maintain  it  as  firnil>.  as  if  otir  inter- 
est, or  our  honor  ynn  at  stake.  We  plant  the  laurel  and  wntcr 
it  witli  our  best  blood,  and  Britain  reposes  under  tlir  shade. 

I  have  now  done,  and  with  you,  my  Lords  and  gentlemen,  it 
rests  to  estimate  the  weight  of  what  I  have  advanced.  The  Par- 
liament je  constitute  is  a  young  Parliament  Your  inaocenceis 
yet.  I  trust,  untainted  by  the  rank  leaven  of  corruption.  ¥c 
have  no  interests  to  bias  your  ju<)gmeiit  but  the  interest  of  Ire* 
land.  Your  first  opportunity  for  exertion  is  a  great  one — no 
Ics9  than  fixing  the  rank  of  your  country  among  the  nations  of 
tiie  eartli.  May  tiie  gracious  wisilom  of  Providence  enlighten 
your  minds,  expand  your  hearta.  and  direct  your  councils  to  llie 
advantage  of  your  own  honor,  and  the  establishment  of  tlie  wel- 
fare and  glory  and  independence  of  Ireland,  fm-  ever  and  ever. 
HIBERNICUS. 
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vm  atBAU  ot  TIE 

CATH0UC8  OF  IBELANO, 

Svtsrat  valitltai  State  at  t^at  eautavjt, 

JVeeently  i>f  a  f  arltammtary  Reform, 

ABE  CONSIDERED. 


TO  THE  KEADEH. 

■IN  tlio  following  Pamphlet  1  havr  amitU'il  all  gemrul  ai-gii- 
Biits  in  favor  of  a  Parliamciitar)'  Krrorin.  which  fijtially  ajj- 
y  b>  England  and  Ireland,  and  have  confined  myself  almost 
Itirelj"  to  such  as  exclusively  apply  to  our  own  country.  The 
Tneral  question  has  been  no  often  and  so  ably  handled,  that  tlie 
c  mind  is  sufficiently  iufomicd  ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  my 
Ith  to  swell  my  book,  and  fatigue  my  readers  by  compiling 
tuments.  which,  however  powerful,  bate  bi-cn  irpcatwl,  until 
I  may  pronounce  tliat,  if  tliey  have  not  convinced,  coinirtion 
Jhopeless.  I  have  argued,  Ihei'efore,  little  on  the  ahsti".u't  right 
I  the  people  to  reform  tlicir  Legialatorc ;  for,  after  P^ise, 
fto  will,  or  « ho  need,  be  heard  on  tliat  subject  ? 

J'  be  nccessai-y  to  pi-eniise,  that,  when  I  use  the  t«r»i 


TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


BEFORE  I  proceed  to  the  object  of  this  book,  I  think  it  b»- 
ressary  to  aoiuaint  the  reader  that  I  am  a  Protestant  of  tiw 
Cliurrli  of  Ireland,  as  by  law  est^lished,  and  have  again  and 
again  talten  all  the  customary  oaths  by  which  we  secure  and 
appropriate  to  ourselves  all  degrees  and  prorcsuniB,  save  one, 
to  the  utter  exclusion  of  our  Catholic  Bretliren.  I  am,  there- 
fore, no  further  interested  in  the  event  than  as  a  mere  lover  vi 
justice,  and  a  steady  detester  of  granny,  whether  exercised  b/ 
one  man  or  one  million. 

The  present  state  of  Ireland  is  such  as  ia  not  to  be  pardleled 
in  bistwy  or  lable.  Inferior  to  no  country  in  Europe  in  the 
gifts  of  nature ;  blest  with  a  temperate  sky  and  a  fruitful  sml ; 
intersected  by  man;  great  rivers ;  indented  round  her  whole  ooMt 
nitli  the  noblest  harbors ;  abounding  Avith  idl  the  necessary  ma- 
tcriaU  for  unlimited  commerce ;  teeming  with  inexhaustible 
mines  of  the  most  useful  metals;  filled  by  4,000,000  of  an 
ingenious  and  a  gallant  people,  with  bold  hearts  and  ardent  ^- 
rits ;  posted  right  in  the  track  between  Europe  and  America, 
widiin  50  miles  of  England,  200  of  France ;  yet,  with  all  Uiese 
great  advantages,  unheard  of  and  unknown,  without  pride,  or 
power,  or  name ;  without  amba<wadors,  army,  or  navy ;  not  of 
half  the  consequence  In  the  empire  of  which  she  has  the  honorto 
make  a  part,  with  the  single  conn^  of  York,  or  tiie  loyal  and 
well  regulated  town  (^  Birmingham  ! 

These  are,  or  Edrauld  be,  to  every  true  Irishman,  mortifying 
considerations.  It  remains  to  examine  what  can  be  tlie  cause  of 
our  so  shameful  deiHvssitm,  to  discover  and  to  apply  with  temper 
and  with  firmness  the  remedy,  and  thus  to  restore,  or,  if  not  re- 
store. In  rrrate  a  rank  for  our  country  among  the  nations  c^the 
earth. 
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Tlie  proximate  cause  of  our  disgrace  is  our  evi]  GoTeminciil, 
the  remote  one  is  our  own  intestine  division,  which,  if  once  re- 
moved, tlie  former  will  be  instantaneously  reibrmed. 

It  is  necessary  for  tlie  physician  to  know  the  disorder,  and  it 
is  folly  to  oinrcal  it  from  tlie  patient  himself.  If  he  has  tlie 
spirit  of  a  man,  he  will  heai-  the  worst  with  intrepidity,  and 
liear  it  wtUi  fortitude:  deatii  is  very  tcmble,  but  tjiere  are 
things  more  tenible  than  death. 

The  misfortune  of  Ireland  is.  that  we  have  no  JVhfionol  Co- 
vemment,  in  which  we  differ  fn»m  England,  and  Q*om  all  Eu- 
rope. In  England  the  Ring  is  resident,  and  liia  presence  begeti 
inKnite  advantages  ;  the  Government  is  English,  with  English 
views  and  interests  only ;  the  people  are  very  powerful,  though 
they  have  not  tlieir  due  power;  whoever  is,  or  would  he  Min- 
ister, CAn  secure  or  airive  at  office  only  by  studying  and  follow- 
ing their  will,  their  passions,  and  their  very  pi-ejudices:  hence, 
the  interests  of  king,  ministers,  and  people,  move  forward  h 
one  and  the  same  direction,  advanced  or  i-etarded  by  the  same 
means,  and  cannot  even  in  idea  be  separated. 

But  is  it  so  in  Ireland  P 

What  is  our  Government?  it  is  a  phenomenon  in  politi 
contravening  all  received  and  established  opinions:  it  is  a 
vemment  derived  from  another  country,  M-liose.  interest,  so  far 
from  being  the  same  with  that  of  the  people,  dii-ectly  crosses  it 
at  right  angles:  docs  any  man  tliink  that  our  rulers  here  recom- 
mend themselves  to  tlieir  crcatoi's  in  England,  by  promoting 
the  interest  of  Ireland,  when  it  can  in  tlic  most  remote  degree 
interfere  with  tlie  commerce  of  Great  Britain?*  But  how  is 
this  foreign  Government  m^ntjiincd?  Look  to  your  court  calen- 
dar, to  your  pension  list,  to  your  concordatum,  and  you  will 


»w- 
nce, 

ticl^^H 


'  If  thii  be  doubted,  let  the  proceeding  of  lut  leulon  wrlh  re^rd  to  the 
Arigni  Iron  Works  and  the  Double  Loom  be  remembered,  tu  each  of  which 
the  smillest  pArliimcniuy  aid  wis  refused.  Why  !  Decauae  thty  mi^ht  ia> 
terfcre  wllh  EngUsb  interests;  though  the  rormer  would  have  kepi  350,0001. 
innuRlly  at  hnme,  the  greater  part  of  which  iroea  to  England  -,  and  the  tatter 
would  at  once  have  doubled  the  weavin);  power  of  the  kinf^om  in  (he  linen, 
dik,  and  calico  branchea.  But  above  alU  let  the  memorable  debate  on  ihe 
East  India  Trade  be  recalled;  when  Administration  boldly  threw  olT  the  muk,  , 
ajid  told  Ireland  she  sbould  have  no  such  trade,  becauae  it  might  intcifoc  | 
with  the  interest  of  England. 

CO"  T/uy  hmr  mcft  a  trade  in  America,  and  Ihey  deifre  to  have  I'. 
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linil  tlic  answer  written  in  letter»  of  gold:  tliis  iinnntiiral  iiiHu- 
t'licc  tiiiiKt  be  su]ipurt(<d  by  jirnHigatc  dii-'hidi,  and  huncc  corrup- 
lion  IN  tlic  only  oiMlium  of  Guvcniniont  in  Irclund.  Tlie  people 
ax-c  utirrly  disregarded  Hnil  ilcficd :  di\  idi^d  mid  distmrted  ns  they 
lilt',  and  disti-uslful  of  rarli  otlicr.  tlicy  fall  an  easy  prey  to  En- 
glish i-ulci-s,  or  tlicir  Insli  subalternn:  the  fear  of  danger  is  re* 
nio\cd  from  Administration  by  our  internal  weakness,  and  the 
sense  of  slianie  speedily  fwllows  it:  bencc  it  is,  that  we  aee  pe- 
culation protecled,  venality  a\owed,  the  peerage  pro»titut£il,  tiie 
rnnimims  corrupted.  W'c  sec  all  tliis  at  the  vei^  hour,  when 
every  where  but  in  Ireland  reform  is  going  forward,  and  level- 
ling ancient  abuser  in  tlie  dust.  AV'by  arc  tiieac  tilings  so?  Be- 
rausc  Ireland  is  stniek  witli  a  politieal  paralysis,  tliat  bus  wi- 
tliered  her  strength,  andcniabed  her  spirit:  she  is  not  Imtf  alive, 
one  side  is  scarce  animated,  tlie  oilier  in  dead ;  she  has  by  her 
own  law,  as  it  wei-e,  aiiiputatexl  her  right  bund ;  she  has  outrun 
the  gospel  precept,  and  cast  her  right  eye  into  Uie  fire,  even  be- 
Tni-e  it  has  offended  her:  t-eliginus  intolerance  and  political  bi- 
gotry, like  tlie  tyrant  Mezeiilias,  bind  tlie  living  Pritte^tant  to 
the  dead  and  half  corrupted  Catliolic.  and  beneath  tlie  putrid 
mass,  even  tlie  embryo  of  effort  is  stifled.  When  tlitt  nation  in 
tlius  ciixunistanced,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  even  an  Ad- 
ministration of  b<iubie8  and  blockheads  presume  to  insult,  aiirl 
pillage,  and  contemn,  and  defy  her. 

Under  surli  an  Administi-ation,  if  Go<l  Almighty  could,  in  his 
wi-atli.  Bufler  such  an  one  long  to  exist,  the  virtue  and  the  talents 
of  tlie  land  would  be  l>lit8ted  in  tlie  bud.  No  Irishman  of  rank 
could  become  n  member  or  supporter  of  Government,  witliout  at 
once  renouncing  all  pretensions  to  coninion  decency,  honest]', 
or  honor:  all  gtvat  endowments  of  tlie  mind,  all  lofty  senti- 
ments of  the  soul,  would  be  necessarily  and  eternally  excluded ; 
and  the  Govemment,  when  onre  in  such  hands,  must  remain 
so;  political  vice,  like  the  principle  of  fermentation,  would  pro- 
pagate itself,  and  rontaininute  every  succeeding  particle,  until 
die  fury  of  an  enragetl  pimple,  or  tlic  Just  anger  of  ofiended 
iicaien,  should  at  length,  by  one  blow,  destroy  or  aiiniliilatc  the 
whole  poUiiled  mass! 

But  to  quit  iiypothelic  s]wrulu.tion,  and  descend  to  faita: 
I  Lave  said  that  we  have  no  J'lTalioiial  GorvtrnmenL     Before 
ihe  year  1782,  it  was  not  pretended  that  we  had.  and  it  is  at 
Vol-  1—44 
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least  a  riirioiis.  if  not  an  useful  speculation,  to  examine  bon  we 
stand  in  that  regard  now.  And  1  liaie  little  dread  of  being  con- 
ruh>d.  when  I  as8crt«  that  all  wc  got  by  what  wc  are  pleased  to 
dignify  witli  Uio  nainc  of  HevoluHtm,  was  simply,  the  vteatu  of 
lio'tng  good  aceonling  to  taw,  'wilkiml  reairring  to  the  great  rule 
of  nature,  vhich  it  above  all  po^live  statutes.  Al'hctlier  wc  have 
done  good  or  not,  and  if  not,  why  we  liave  omitted  to  do  good, 
is  a  wirious  question.  Tlic  ju-ide  of  the  nation,  the  vanity  of  indi- 
viduals concerned,  the  moileraljon  of  some  honest  men,  the  ror- 
iiiptiun  of  knaves  I  know  may  be  alarmed,  when  1  assert,  that 
tli«^  Revolution  of  1782,  was  tlie  most  bungling,  imperfect  busi- 
ness, that  ever  threw  ridicule  on  a  lofty  epithet,  by  assuming  it 
unwortliily:  it  is  not  ple-asant  to  any  Irishman  to  make  such  a 
CAiife.ssimi,  but  it  cannot  be  lieljied  if  trutli  will  have  it  so:  it  is 
much  better  that  we  should  know  and  feel  our  real  statft  than 
delude  ountebes,  or  be  gulled  by  our  enemies  with  praises,  which 
wc  do  not  descnc  or  imaginary  ble&singswbich  we  do  not  enjoy. 
t  leave  to  tJie  admirers  of  that  ei-a  to  vent  flowing  declama- 
tions on  il^  theoretical  advantages,  and  its  visional^  glories ;  it 
is  a  fine  subject,  anil  jieculiarly  flattering  to  my  countrymen  : 
many  of  whom  were  actors,  and  almost  all  spectators  of  it.  Be 
mine  the  unpkasing  task  to  strip  it  of  its  plumage  and  its  tinsel, 
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England ;  but  now  we  pay  very  deftrly  to  receive  tiie  same  with 
aggravation,  through  the  bands  of  bishmeii ;  yet  this  we  boast 
ot,  and  call  a  Revolution. 

See  how  much  the  strength  of  iJie  pajde  has  been  augmented 
by  die  Birangement  of  17BS !  For  two  successive  aeasions,  we 
have  seen  measures  of  the  most  undeniable  benel^t,  and  the  most 
unqualified  necessity  to  the  country,  enforced  by  M  the  efibrts 
of  tlie  most  consummate  ability,  and  repelled  without  even  the 
shadow  of  argument  by  Administration ;  an  Administratioa, 
consisting  numevically  of  the  individuals  who  had  o^qtosed  the 
extension  of  your  ccMumerce  in  1T79,  and  the  amelioratimi  of 
yourconstitutitHiin  1762.  Tou  find,  or  you  are  utterly  senseless, 
in  the  loss  <tf  the  Place  Bill,  the  ResptHisibili^  Bill,  flic  Pension 
Bill — in  a  word,  all  ttie  measures  of  last  session,  that  you  have 
no  weight  whatsoever,  that  Administration  despise  and  laugh  at 
you,  and  that  while  you  remain  in  your  {Mvsent  state  of  qiatiiy 
and  ignorance,  they  will  continue  to  insult  and  to  contemn  you. 

Why  do  I  apeak  thus  of  your  famous  exertions  in  1762  P  Mot 
to  depreciate  tiiem  below  their  value,  for  I  honor  and  I  love  the 
S{nrit  tiiat  tlien  animated  you.  I  am  sure  a  great  majority  nit 
those  who  then  conducted  you,  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  re- 
gard to  your  interest  and  ynur  freedom ;  I  am  sure  that  some  of 
your  leaders  were  men  <tf  high  integrity,  uid  smne  of  consum- 
mate wisdom  ;  I  do  believe  that  as  much,  or  very  neariy  as  much, 
as  could  then  be  done,  was  done ;  and  though  I  regret,  yet  1  do 
not  accuse  tlie  caution  that  induced  those  who  act«l  for  you,  to 
siap  short  in  their  honorable  career.  The  minds  of  men  were 
not  at  tliat  time,  periiaps,  ripe  for  exerUons,  which  a  thousand 
circumstances  that  have  mnce  happened,  cry  aloud  fw.  We  are 
now,  I  hope,  wiser,  bolder,  and  more  liberal,  and  vt  have  the 
great  mistress,  dear-bought  experience,  to  warn  us  frmn  past 
errors,  and  guide  ds  on  to  future  good. 

I  hope  it  appears,  frc»n  what  I  have  said,  tiiat  tlie  Revolutiwi 
c^  178S,  is  such  as  no  Irishman  <tf  an  independent  qiirit,  and 
who  feels  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  his  country,  can  acqui- 
esce in  as  final.  Much  remains  to  be  done,  and  it  is  fortmato 
that  tiie  end  proponed  is  so  moderate  and  just,  the  means  so  fair, 
simple,  and  constitutional,  as  to  leave  no  ground  tor  accusation 
with  the  most  profligate  at  our  enemies,  or  iqqvehension  with 
'tiie  most  timid  of  our  friends. 
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Mj  BTgiimrnt  is  simply  this  :  That  IitImkI,  »s  lU'i-ivtiig  Uer 
Government  fi»iR  uiotlier  rouiitry.  rrquirciH  r  !itmigtii  in  tiie 
pcopk'  which  may  rnablc  thciu,  if  nrccssiiry,  to  counlcfart  the 
influence  of  that  Government,  should  it  f\er  lie,  am  it  in(li»|mta> 
hly  has  been,  exerted  to  thwart  her  prosperity  :  tliat  thia 
BtreiTglh  may  he  must  constitutional !y  acquired,  and  safely  and 
peaceably  exerted,  tlimugh  the  metliuni  of  a  Parlianientai'v  it- 
rorm  :  ami,  finally,  that  no  reform  is  honorable,  practicable, 
efficacious,  or  Jnst,  which  doe.i  not  include,  as  a  fundaiiieiital 
principle,  the  extension  of  elc^tiNT  lranrhi.se  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, under  niodificatinnt)  bereaDer  to  he  nientiniiccl. 

I  beg  1  may  ntrt  be  ntisumlen^tood  or  niisrrpix»entrd  in  my 
lii-st  jKMiition.  When  I  talk  of  English  influence  being  pn^4umi- 
nant  in  tliis  country,  1  dn  not  mean  to  derogate  from  tlie  iliic 
exertion  of  his  Majesty's  i>n-i<ogative  :  I  owe  him  allegianre. 
and  if  occasion  should  irtiuire  it,  i  wmJd  be  ivady,  cheerfully, 
to  spill  tny  blr>od  in  his  servire :  hut  tlie  influence  I  mean,  is 
not  as  between  the  King  luid  bis  subjects,  in  matterof  preroga- 
tive, but  as  between  tlie  Government  and  people  of  England, 
and  the  Government  and  )>eople  of  Ireland,  in  matter  of  trailo 
and  commerce.  I  trust  in  God.  wc  owe  tlie  English  nation  no 
allegiance;  nor  in  it  yet  treason  to  assert,  as  I  do,  thitt  she  has 
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tite  riaing  jHVspcrity  of  liis  people,  to  which  title  we  have  as 
■Quch  claim  afi  the  praple  or  England ;  we  love  him  as  well ;  we 
are  as  faitliful  subjects ;  and  if  we  render  him  not  as  essential 
services,  let  our  means  be  considered,  and  tlto  blighting  influ- 
ence which  perpetually  visits  the  harvest  of  our  hopes,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  found,  that  our  zeal  in  his  service  is  only  cir- 
cumscribed by  our  inability. 

It  is,  therefcM<e,  ^tremely  possible  for  the  most  truly  loyal 
subject  in  this  kingdmn,  deeply  to  regret^  and  conscientiously  to 
oppose  the  domineering  of  English  influence,  witlioat  trench- 
ing, in  the  smallest  degree,  on  the  rational  loyalt}',  so  long  and 
so  justly  the  boast  of  Ireland.  His  loyalty  is  to  tho  King  of 
Ireland,  not  to  the  hcHiOTable  United  Company  of  Merchants, 
trading,  wlu»«  he  must  never  trade,  to  the  Eaift  Indies :  nor 
is  it  to  the  clothiers  in  Yorkshire,  npr  the  weavers  of  Manches> 
tcr,  nor  yet  to  the  constitutional  reforming  blacksmiths  of  Bir- 
mingham, that  he  owes  allegiance.  His  first  duty  is  to  liis 
country,  his  second  to  his  King,  and  both  are  now,  and  by 
God's  blessing  wiU,  I  hope,  remain  united  and  inseparable. 

In  England  we  find  a  reform  in  Parliament  is  always  piqm- 
lai*,  tliougli  it  is  but  as  a  barrier  against  possible,  not  actual 
grievance.  The  people  sufier  in  theory  by  the  unequal  distri- 
bution of  the  elective  franchise;  but  practically,  it  is,  perhaps, 
visionary  to  expect  a  Government  that  sliall  more  carefully  or 
steadily  follow  tlieir  real  interests.  No  man  can  there  be  a 
Minister  on  any  other  ti^rms.  But  reform  in  Ireland  is  no  spe- 
culative  remedy  for  possible  evils.  The  Minister  and  the  Go- 
Ycmment  here  bold  tiicir  offices  by  a  tenure  very  different  from 
that  of  pursuing  the  public  good.  The  people  here  are  despised 
or  defied ;  their  will  docs  not  weigh  a  feathor  in  the  balance, 
u  hen  English  influence,  or  the  interest  of  their  rulers,  is  thrown 
into  tiie  opposite  scale.  Vfe  have  all  the  reasons,  all  tlie  justice, 
that  English  refwmists  can  advance,  and  we-  have  a  thousand 
others,  that  in  England  nevo-  could  exist  We  have,  in  cnnmon 
with  England,  the  royal  influence,  and  the  ambition  of  Ministers 
to  encounter;  but  we  have  also  the  jealous  interference  of  that 
country  to  meet  in  every  branch  of  trade,  every  department  of 
commerce,  and  what  barriers  have  we  to  o}q>ose  in  our  present 
state  of  rcpresentatioii  ?  None.  Of/ottr  millions  of  people, 
three  we  actually  and  confessedly  unrepresented ;  of  tlie  re- 


990 


POLITICAL  WORKS  OF 


maining  foui-tli,  tlic  clcchn-a  do  nut  exceed  60,0OU,  and  Uic 
niciiibers  whom  tliey  relurn,  supposiiig  tlieni  all,  what  I  wish 
witJi  trutii  wc  could,  incii  of  intogi-ity,  must  ivmain  for  ever  a 
minority^  lor  their  number  aninimts  but  t«  eiglity-two. 

1  fear  I  am  wasting  time  in  proving  an  asium.  Need  more 
be  said,  tlian  tliat  a  nation  governed  l>;  herself  n  ill  pursue  hei* 
inU-rests  moi-e  steadily,  than  if  she  were  governed  by  aiiotlieiv 
whose  interest  might  clash  v^itli  hers?  Is  not  tliis  moi¥  applica- 
ble, if  tlic  govei-ning  nation  has  a  means  of  pci-pctratirig  the 
mischief  wttlinut  much  odiuui,  by  making  tlie  govemcd  sacri- 
fice her  interests  with  Iter  o\\~n  hand?  Aud  can  wo  deny  that 
this  is  tlie  case  with  Ireland?  1  may  be  tnld  tliat  wo  ai-e  not 
governed  by  England,  and  some  pi-utid  and  hot-brained  Itiah- 
man  will  again  tlii-ow  across  me  tlie  Revolution  of  1782,  where- 
in we  "gloriously  asserted  onrdaim  to  legislate  externally,  as 
"  well  as  internaily,  for  ourselves:"  Ami  1  will  admit,  that  we 
did  assert  our  claim,  but  I  deny  that  we  have  availed  ourselves 
of  tJtc  exertion  of  the  right*  We  arc  free  in  theory,  we  are 
slaves  in  fact:  When  high  prerogative  was  tumbled  to  tlie 
ground,  gentle  influence  succi-cded,  and  with  infinitely  less 
noise  and  bustle,  retains  us  in  our  bonds.  Before  17Ba,  Eng- 
land bound  us  by  her  edict;  it  was  an  odious  and  not  a  vory 
safe  exertion  of  power;  but  it  cost  us  nothing.  Since  1782,  wc 
are  bound  by  English  Influence,  acting  through  our  own  I'ar- 
liament ;  wc  cannot  in  justice  accuse  her,  for  she  is  only  to  be 
(rat:ed  by  tlie  mischief  slio  silently  and  secretly  distributes ;  but 
our  suffering  is  aggravated  by  this  galling  ciiTumstance,  that 
we  purchase  restriction  of  trade,  and  invasion  of  constitutjon, 
.  Bt  a  very  dear  rate.  Eriglitihmen,  under  the  old  constitution, 
«tiuld  niin  Ireland  without  fee  or  reward :  tlieir  motive  was  to 
serve  thcii-  own  counti^;  but  Irishmen,  under  tlic  new  consti- 
tution, will  not  prefer  the  interest  of  England  toUiatof  Irv- 
land,  witliout  weighty  considerations ;  they  exiiect,  and  indeed 
not  without  some  color  of  justJcf,  to  be  ]>aid  extravagantly  for 
the  daily  paiTicide  they  comuiit  against  the  land  wliicli  gave 
them  birth :  and  to  complete  this  dishonorable  traffic,  tlie  pur- 
chase of  their  votes  cornea,  not  fi-ota  the  )>ncket  of  England, 
who  is  to  beiietit,  but  of  li-elond,  who  is  ruined  by  the  sale. 

The  volunteers  and  people  of  Iivland  were  very  sooii  after 
their  imaginary  RevolutioUf  made,  by  grievous  cxpcrieuce,  sen- 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  8ffl 

sible  of  Hie  tnith  of  what  I  have  now  asserted;  thry  saw  the 
pxtcnt  of  tliifl  alarmiiig  disease,  and  they  as  soon  discovered 
the  cause  and  the  remedy.  They  saw  they  had,  literally,  no 
weight  in  the  Government,  and  they  clamored  for  what,  even 
on  the  limited  plan  then  proposed,  would  at  least  have  miti- 
gated the  disortler — a  FarUamentarg  Befarm.  But  tbcy  built 
on  too  narrow  a  foundation,  and  the  superstructure  naturally 
OTerset,  when  it  was  scarcely  rused  above  the  ground.  They 
set  out  wtth  sacrificing  the  eternal  dictates  of  justice,  to  tem- 
porizing and  peddling  expediency;  they  failed,  liecause  they 
did  not  deseri'o  to  succeed.  Grasping  at  too  macli,  tliey  lost 
all ;  and  tlie  fatal  moming,  when  the  Convention  broke  up  at 
the  Rotunda,  in  one  moment  demolished  tlie  glory,  wliich  6ve 
years  of  virtuous  success  had  flattered  tliem  would  be  immortaL 

1  had  tlic  misfortune  to  see  them  on  the  day  of  their  disgrace, 
when  the  great  bubble  burst,  and  rai-ried  rout  and  confusimi, 
and  dismay,  among  tlieir  ranks ;  when  three  kvndred  of  ttw 
first  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  girt  with  svnirds,  Uie  rr[«Tscnta- 
tives  of  the  armed  forrc  of  tiie  kingdom,  who,  by  giving  inde- 
jiendence,  had  given  to  their  Parliament  tlie  means  of  being 
virbious,  fled  like  deer  to  their  counti^  to  return  no  more, 
alter  making  a  foolish  profession  of  their  pacific  intentions; 
foolisli,  because  it  was  evident  that  their  anxiety  was  how  they 
should  reach  tlieir  homes,  without  attachments  and  incarcera- 
tion. I  saw,  with  sorrow,  their  great  leader  obliged  to  descend 
to  tlic  farce  of  intreating  them  to  form  no  rash  resolution  against 
that  Government,  which  had,  in  efl*ect,  scourged  them  home  in 
a  state  of  ridiculous  distress  and  obloquy ;  and  I  n'ondercd  tiien, 
like  a  young  man,  why  such  men,  so  circumstanced,  with  the 
eyes  of  Europe  upon  them,  should  submit,  quietly,  to  treat- 
ment, which  a  few  years  experience  has  shown  was  inevitable ; 
they  were  disgraced,  because  they  were  illiberal,  and  degrad- 
ed, because  they  were  uryust;  through  them  the  honor  of  their 
country  was  wounded,  her  name  sunk,  her  glories  forgotten, 
and  tram  the  last  day  of  the  Convention,  there  has  been  lut 
people  in  Ireland. 

From  their  failure  we  are  taught  tliis  salutary  truth,  that  no 
reform  can  ever  be  obtained  which  shall  not  comprehensively 
rmhrncc  Irishmrii  of  all  dcnorolmtiMi^Jttl^lllllWitm  of  th* 
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Ciithftlir.i  Iwit  t^  qurstion  untk-r  tiiniin-flJiiKTs  Ibnt  muM  b»\e 
(idirrv  iw  rarriFd  il  &gwRst  all  o)i|iffiiiiio«  :  tliP|K!uplr  wrirtbru 
Ntmng  and  roiiUdrDt.  tlir}^  liarf  tarmn  in  tkcir  hand-s.  and  wa«  ia 
liabtU  of  MK-rerding  :  t]«e  !*»int  c'trctttufOtmnft  rannnt  n»tly  be 
Huji[ioAcd  a^n  to  cumbuH:  In  ibcir  bMU* :  but  if  tlirf  dlcl,  tbvy 
muftt  Bguin  Tuil. 

'Hie  aliitiglitv  soarce  of  nUdom  and  of  goodiM-Rs.  bas  initp- 
paralilv  conii"  I*^d  libirtv  and  justire  :  »c  iniMl  advpl  or  rrjcct 
Uicni  tngftlicr  ;  to  be  roni|ilcteIy  free,  we  mwil  deserve  lo  be  so. 
It  coftid  not  be  cwnKhtcnt  vitJi  his  imjHulial  lovr  toall  hiscrm* 
liire.H,  tliat  a  monoptdizing  Aristorntry  should  MH-t-erti  in  wirxt- 
ing  tlioir  unalirnablc  riglilM  frmn  tJicii-  uiiprc^isorH,  ikt  Uir  ■»>• 
innit  tliey  were  arting  tlip  o]iptTH9orH  tltcniM(-Ji<^  l»  luilliunii  of 
tltrir  rc!Iow-atibj«iJ<. 

TItr  ijiu^tion  haw  ifsolvo-t  itoeirintt)  tliis:  Shall  wd  be  nm< 
lent  to  rrmaiu  in  our  jHVHTHt  cip|irea»rd  and  itiglorinns  Ktatr, 
unknown  and  unlicard-of  in  Euit>[)c  (he  pn-y  of  KnglaiHl.  tlie 
laughing-stock  of  tlic  kna^en.  who  pluniler  u»?  Or  »>iall  wc 
tt^'iMiK-i-iilely  and  cnn»ititulianally  exert  our  jHiwer  to  pi-wurr  a 
coniplrtt^  and  rarlical  omanripatioii  to  our  ruiin(r>',  \ty  a  reform 
iiitJie  iTiHfsentation  of  the  people?  If  wecltou»ctlicfunuer,  then 
ai-t  Iri-shrnrn  foniied  of  materials  whose  nature  I  cannot,  and  do 


THEOBALD  WOLP£  TONE.  858 

Tlie  npjirclienHimiH  of  most  well  menning  and  candid  Protea- 
taiitH,  fur  of  tJic  bigots  in  tliat  religion,  as  in  cveiy  other,  I  make 
ito  aci-ouiit,  wlieu  tlioy  Rcrtounlj'  rewlvc  tlicm  into  tbeir  princi- 
(iles,  I  believe  generally  terminate  in  two.  First,  tlie  danger  to 
the  chureli  establishment ;  and,  secondly,  which  they  much  more 
licriouHly  apprehend,  the  resumption  of  Catliolic  forfeitures; 
aud,  of  course,  setting  the  property  of  tlie  kingdom  afloat 

To  boUi  tiiesc  apinvhenaions  I  answer,  tliat  the  liberation  of 
die  Catholica  will  be  a  work  of  compact,  and,  like  all  other  com- 
pacts, subject  to  stiiiulationii.  It  will  bo  for  the  wiadcan  and 
moderation  ot  both  ini'ties  to  concede  somewhat ;  allowance  must 
be  maile  on  tlie  one  hand  for  tlie  difficult  sacrifice  of  parting 
witl)  ]>ower,  obtained  in  iiuustice,  and  long  held  by  force ;  on 
the  otlier  hand,  tliore  may  he  something  to  be  pardoned  in  men 
condemitcd  to  ignorance  by  tlie  law  of  the  land,  and  whose  minds 
have  for  a  century  been  irritated  by  ii\juries,  and  inflamed  by 
open  insults,  or  still  more  offensive  c(Hmi>'ance  and  toleration. 

But  here  a  good  old  Protestant  lady  will  tell  mc,  that  all  coia> 
pacts  between  us  are  in  vain,  for  no  faith,  nor  even  oatlis,  are 
to  be  kept  with  heretics ;  and  I  know  slie  will  have  many  to 
coincide  in  opinion  with  her.  But,  if  she  be  ri^t,  i  manel  that 
the  oath  of  an  Irish  Papist  should  ever  be  taken  in  a  court  of 
justice ;  yet  i  have  myself  seen  it  done,  before  a  Protestant 
Judge  and  Jury,  who  decided  as  if  tlie  witness  wore  actually 
credible,  and  witliout  inquiry  into  the  ai-ticles  of  his  faith.  What 
becomes  of  tlie  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  that  has  been  able  to 
devise  no  better  means  for  tlie  exclusion  of  Catholics  frmn  the 
professions  and  Parliarociit,  than  oaths,  which,  as  not  being  in 
their  conscience  binding,  might  be  taken  and  broken  witliout 
ofience?  Yet,  we  find,  and  to  our  infinite  loss,  that  theso  oaths 
arc  to  Catiiolics  so  foi'midable,  so  serious,  and  so  obligate?, 
that  they  are  content  to  renounce  profit,  honor,  freedom,  and 
vwn  tlicir  country,  rather  than  take  tlicm.  Surely,  if  faith  ia 
itot  to  kc  Itept  with  heretics,  there  is  not  a  Catholic  in  the  king- 
dom but  might  be  in  Parliament  to-morrow,  had  be  no  obstacle 
hut  the  oatlis  to  enrounttar.  If,  therefore,  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple liave,  fur  near  a  centuiy,  chosen  to  remain  in  ahaaliUe  ilavtry, 
ratlier  than  take  certain  oaths  which  they  thought  militated 
with  llieir  coii.tfiencas  I  trust,  and  btlte\e  llieiv  in  an  i-ikI  of 
(he  argument,  tliat  uatli^  to  Lcrctics  are  b 
Vol.  I.— 1.1 
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tion  the  most  artful  and  nicked  that  ever  v-xt  AvvincA,  because 
it  perpetually  pwurs  on  the  unfortunate  CatlitiUr.  who  in  vain 
may  pi-otcst  and  sneAr  that  it  in  fnlse.  mid  Uiat  li(^  abjures  and 
utterly  denie.s  it;  still  may  tlic  good  IV)teHtant  witlihold  hia  be- 
lief, for  "faith  is  not  to  be  krpi  vnlh  heretia."  I  vanAtr  it 
never  occurred  to  the  inventors  and  Kupportt^m  of  tliis  abomiiw 
ble  slander,  which  at  once  cuts  up  hy  the  i-oots  all  confidence 
between  man  and  man,  that  tlicy  might  at  la.it  convert  and  ron- 
vinre  the  CatJtolic^  of  ita  biith.  or  at  least  drive tliemtothefat- 
laciou!)  principle  of  not  l)eing  suspected  for  nothing ;  a  princi- 
ple nhicli,  if  t)iey  were  once  1o  Adopt,  where  is  the  Protestant 
interest  of  Ireland? 

But.  to  drop  tliis  argument,  which,  indeed,  scarcely  dcsen-Cs 
considei'ation.  let  us  sec  tlie  actual  state  of  property,  and  of  tlM 
Catholics  in  Ireland,  at  thin  day. 

The  old  families,  tlie  original  proprietoi-s  of  tlie  soil,  »1mi 
vreredispossenseil  and  ruined  hy  forfeitures,  have  long  since  fallen 
into  ilecay :  tlic  representatives  of  a  v ei-y  great  majority  of  them 
are,  ami  have  been,  in  penury  ami  ignorance,  at  the  sjiade  imd 
the  plough,  without  deeils  or  muniments  of  tlieir  estates,  for  ■ 
century  back.  I  do  not  say.  that  tliis  ia  universally  the  raae; 
faul  I  am  snre  it  is  with  an  infinite  majority.   In  tlie  mean  time. 
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uidt  in  tiw  verj  worst  event,  if  tbey  were  mad  uid  wicked 
enough  to  frame  the  wish,  they  could  not  have  the  po\t-er.  The 
wealthy  and  modnvte  parfy  of  their  own  persuaaion,  with  the 
whole  Protestant  interest,  would  form  a  barrier  against  in\'a- 
sion  of  property,  strong  and  B(did  enough  to  satisfy  and  remove 
the  doubts  of  tiie  wise,  the  aRirehensions  of  the  cautious,  the 
fears  of  tiie  cowardly,  every  thing  but  the  intcderaoce  of  the 
Protestant  bigot,  and  the  afiected  teiTor  and  real  corruption  of 
the  Englidi  partizan,  who  would  see  in  the  codial  union«  and 
conscdidated  strength  of  Ireland,  Ihe  downiall  of  his  ht^ies,  and 
the  ruin  of  the  {wofligate  market  of  his  vote  and  his  interest. 

But  it  will  bo  said  that  Ihe  Catholics  are  ignorant,  and,  tben- 
ibre,  incapable  of  liberty ;  and  I  have  heard  men,  of  mwe  imagi- 
oation  than  judgment,  make  a  flourisliing  declamatitm  on  tlie 
danger  of  blinding  them,  by  suddenly  pouring  a  flood  of  li|^t 
on  their  eyes,  which,  for  a  century,  have  been  buried  in  dark- 
ness. To  the  poetry  of  this  I  make  no  objection,  but  what  is  tbe 
common  sense  or  justice  of  the  argument  ?  We  plunge  them  by 
law,  and  continue  them  by  statute,  in  gross  ignorance,  and  then 
we  make  tlie  incapacity  we  have  created  an  argument  for  tlieir 
exclusion  from  the  common  rights  of  man !  We  plead  our  crime 
in  justificatiwi  of  itselC  If  ignorance  be  their  condemnatitHi, 
what  has  made  them  ignorant  ?  Not  the  hand  of  Nature :  for  I 
presume  they  are  bom  witli  capacities  pretty  much  like  other 
men.  It  is  the  iniquitous  and  cruel  injustice  of  Protestant  bi- 
gotT}-,  that  has  made  them  ignorant;  tliey  are  excluded  by  law 
IVora  the  possibility  of  education ;  for  I  will  not  call  the  liberal 
connivance  of  the  heads  of  our  Universify,  who  suffer,  petli^is 
by  a  strain  on  their  strict  duty,  a  few  to  smt^gle  a  little  of 
that  learning,  which  is  contraband  to  an  Irish  Pa|ust,  I  will 
not,  1 8S^,  allow  that  to  he  such  an  education  as  every  Irishman 
has  a  right  to  demand.  Tbey  cannot  obtain  degrees ;  those  are 
paled  in  from  them  by  oaths,  Uow  oath*  of  vhUh  tAey  art  n 
reganUeu,  and,  therefore,  we  find  they  do  not  enter  our  Univer- 
sity. If  Irish  Catholics  be  bigots  to  their  ndigion ;  if  fiiat  bi> 
gotry  which  makes  them  dangerous,  results  from  ignorance, 
surely  it  is  the  dufy  of  a  conscientioua  Legislature  to  labor,  by 
e\-ery  means,  to  remove  the  cause,  and  ti»  efiW:t  will,  of  itselt 
(-easo.  But  it  it  not  tlio  potu}  »t  tJicir  opjircaui-K  to  ]iai-t  witli 
an  argument,  of  wliic'.h  Uic-y  make  so  ci 
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it  is,  tliat  the  Imli  Catliolic  clergy  air  ilriven  into  Ibivigii  roiin* 
trits.  to  pick  up  as  tJiey  may,  a  wi-ctflicil.  rambling  kind  of  in* 
stitution.  tliat  lieservts  not  the  name  oC  ediiration.  Can  it  bf» 
wonderwl,  if  tlic  flock  be  not  well  tauglit  by  siirh  pallors  ?  Wiat 
can  tliey  leam,  when  tliiis  exiled  fi'oin  Uit-ii-  nutite  cnuntry.  but 
foreign  liabiLs  and  Toivign  pi-rjudtceft  ?  Wbut  low  can  they  foci 
for  that  coustUiition,  what  rr«pert  can  they  preach  for  thoRr. 
laws,  which  have  driven  them  forth  as  vagabonflit  over  Europe  ? 
^Vitl  any  Cntliolic  gentleman  submit  to  this  ?  Xu  l  And  what 
follows  ?  That  which  daily  experience  sIiou'h  to  be  one  of  the 
heavy  niislbrtimes  of  Iivland.  the  consrienccs.  the  morals,  and 
tite  irligion  of  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  are  in  tlie  hands  nf  men 
of  low  bii*t)i.  low  feelings,  low  habits,  and  no  education,  fiittf 
sm-ely,  the  wretched  I'ricst,  and  his  alill  more  miserable  flock* 
are  not  to  be  pimislied  for  the  crime  of  i^oi-nnce.  with  which* 
as  a  pestilence,  they  have  been  visited  by  the  immitigable  rage 
of  I'rotestant  pei-secntion.  Giie  them  education,  open  their  eye^ 
shew  tlieni  w  hat  is  law.  in  some  other  form  than  that  of  a  penal 
htatute:  give  them  fi-anrhise,  as  you  have  aJready,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, given  tlicm  property ;  let  them  be  riti/.ens.  let  them  he  men. 
But,  they  are  not  pi-epared  for  liberty  !  What  do  we  mean 
by  ftrrparedjor  liberty?  Was  the  l^oliwh  nation  prepared  for  H- 
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to  prrpare  m  for  that  blcflning,  wiOtout  whicli  existence  is  but  a 
a  burtlien  ? 

Dove  prepare  our  mna  to  x'tew  the  light  of  Heaven,  to  breathe 
tlie  air,  to  treail  the  earth  ? 

Liberty  is  the  vital  principle  of  man :  he  tliat  is  prepared  to 
live  is  prrpAm)  for  firedom. 

Wlmtever  in  essential  to  the  happy  existence  of  liis  rreaturea, 
Gixl  hasnot  willed  should  be  difficult,  w  romplrx,  or  doubtful 
in  its  preparation.  Plant,  tlim,  with  a  righteous  confidence  in 
His  goodness,  tlie  vigorous  shoot  of  liberty  in  tlio  land,  and 
doubt  not  but  it  shall  strike  root,  and  flourish  and  spread,  until 
the  whole  people  shall  repow  beneath  its  shade  in  peace  and 
happiness  and  glory. 

But  it  is  objected  that  certain  tenets  expressive  of  unconsti* 
tutioiinl  siibmisnion  to  their  Holy  Father,  (he  Pope,  in  temporal 
as  well  as  spiritual  matters,  are  sufficient  ground  for  excluding 
tlio  Roman  Catholics  from  their  rights.  "If  this  were  so,  it 
were  a  grievous  fault,"  ami,  I  may  add,  "grievously  has  Ire- 
land answered  it"  But  whatever  truth  there  might  have  been 
in  such  an  accusation  in  the  dark  agea  of  superstition,  when, 
by  the  bye,  Ireland  did  but  share  the  blame  with  England  and 
all  Europe;  yet  now,  in  the  days  of  illumination,  at  the  close 
of  tlie  eigliteentli  century,  such  an  opinion  is  too  monstrous  to 
obtain  a  moment's  serious  belief,  unless  with  such  as  were  de- 
termined to  belie\'e  otery  tiling  which  squared  with  tlieir  inter- 
ested views.  The  best  answer  to  such  a  calumny,  if  indeed  it 
dcscnxa  any,  is  tlie  conduct  of  tlic  Catliolics  of  England  at  this 
day,  and  theirsolemn  declaration,  signed  by  their  Gentry,  tlieir 
Clci^',  and  tlieir  Peers,  sanctified  besides  by  the  unanimous 
decisions  of  seven  of  tlie  first  Catliolic  Universities  in  Europe, 
including  those  of  Salamanca,  of  Valladolitl,  of  Doway,  and  the 
8«Hl»onnc  ;*  wherein  they  concur  in  asserting  that  neither  the 
Pope  and  Cardinals,  nor  even  a  General  Council,  hai'e  the  small- 
est pretcnNion  to  interfere  between  prince  and  subject,  as  to 
allegiance  or  temporal  matters.  And  I  hope,  as  tliese  opinions 
arc  solemnly  given  from  Catholics  to  Catliolics,  they  may  have 
the  fortune  to  escape  tlie  old  and  wicked  censure,  fliat  "/atth 
i$  not  to  be  kept  viUh  heretus." 

It  is  not  six  months  xiiice  tlie  Pope  was  pibllcJjr  bv 
'See  I,ord  Petrc'i  letter  lo  the  BMiap  oTSLD 
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cflig)'  at  Paris,  (lie  rapit.it  of  tliat  Moii»it)i  wIio  is  stykd  tiw 
eldest  son  of  the  Cliiii-rli.  Yet  the  time  lias  liecn  wlicn  Philip 
of  Fniiicc  tliinight  lie  hml  a  gooil  title  to  tiie  Crown  oF  England, 
from  the  (loitiition  of  tJic  llnly  Fatlier  :  the  Tallary  lies  tn  sap- 
posing  tliat  what  was  once  tj-iie  in  politics,  is  always  true.  I 
do  believr  tlic  ro)>e  has  now  inoi-e  power  in  Ireland  than  in  some 
Catholic  ronntries,  or  Uian  he  perhaps  ought  to  have  But  I 
fnnfess  I  look  on  hia  ]»owTr  with  little  npprchrnNion,  bwraiitw  I 
rannot  see  to  wliat  evil  puiqHwc  it  rould  be  exerted ;  and  with 
the  k'MB  apprehension,  as  every  liberal  extenwion  of  property  w 
fmnrhi»e  to  Catholics  will  tend  to  dimlnisli  it  Persecution  will 
keep  ali\e  the  foolish  bigotry  and  siiitri-stition  of  any  sect,  as 
the  experience  of  five  thousand  years  has  demonstrated.  Pcne* 
rution  hound  the  Irish  I'ajiist  to  his  Pnest,  and  the  Priest  tu  the 
Pope ;  tlie  bond  ofunion  is  drawn  tighter  by  oppression :  relamtioii 
will  undo  it  The  ctmanciputed  imd  Ubei-al  Irishman,  like  tlie 
rmanciiiated  and  librrsil  Frenrhtnan.  may  go  to  mass,  may  tell 
his  lieads,  or  sprinkle  his  mistress  with  holy  water;  but  ni'ither 
tlie  one  nor  the  other  will  attend  to  the  rust^'  and  exiiiiguislicd 
thunderbolts  of  the  Vatican,  or  tiie  idle  anathemas,  which,  indeed, 
his  Holiness  is  now-a-<lay9  too  prudent  and  cautious  to  issue. 

I  come  now  to  an  old  and  hackneyeil  ai'giiment  against  Irisli 
Catholics,  that  they  are  Jacobites,  and  wish  to  bring  in  the  Pre- 
tender. To  this  1  have  an  hundred  answers,  but  witli  lair  rea- 
soners,  it  is  probable  that  the  first  may  be  sufficient  I  say  Uie 
man  is  dead  ;  there  is  no  Prelemler :  his  brotiier.  who  survives 
him.  is,  in  religion,  a  Cardinal,  a  Popish  Clergyman;  and 
what  Is  sotne  additional  ground  to  think  he  may  not  have  law- 
ful, or  indeed  any  issue,  is,  tliat  he  is  above  sixty  years  of  age. 
If,  however,  any  strenuous  Protestant  is  dissatislitnl  witli  this 
answer,  as  inconclusive.  let  lilm  state  his  (dijections,  and  I  shall, 
prt-hai)s,  in  tlie  tenth  edition  of  my  book,  set  myself  to  remove 
them.  Ill  the  mean  time  let  him  consider  tliat  since  tlie  arc«s> 
siiiii  of  tlie  HouNe  of  Brunswick,  tlierc  have  been  twii  bloody 
rebellions  on  behalf  of  tlie  Stuart  family  in  England,  but  not 
one  snoi-il  or  trigger  di-awn  in  the  cause  in  Ireland. 

Another  argunirnt  tliat  has  been  oflMi  successfully  u««l  is 
this ;  If  ttio  Catliolics  ;ii-e  admitted  to  fninchise.  they  will  Rct 
(he  upper  hand,  and  attach  themselves  to  France, /or /relnnit  is 
vnaUe.  to  r.-ris/  ax  an  ittdfpfjitirnl  Slate!    But  France  is  n  Po- 
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pish  country,  and  ruled  by  an  absolute  Monarcb,  whose  will  is 
the  law;  therefore,  it  is  better  to  remain  in  a  state  of  qualified 
freedom,  though  it  be  not  rom|^ete,  under  the  protection  of  En- 
gland, than  suik  into  a  province  to  France ;  Jor  to  mu  or  the 
other  yov  miat  be  content  to  be  subject. 

There  in  no  one  position,  moral,  physical,  or  inlitical,  that  1 
hear  with  such  extreme  exacerbation  of  mind,  as  tiiis  which  de- 
nien  to  my  coimtry  tlie  pofnUiility  of  independent  existence:  It 
is  not,  however,  my  plan  here  to  examine  that  question.  I  trust, 
whenever  tlie  necessity  does  arise,  as  at  some  time  it  infallibly 
must,  it  will  be  found  tliat  wc  are  as  competent  to  our  own  Go- 
vernment, regulation,  and  defence,  as  any  state  in  Eurajic.  Till 
the  emergency  does  occur,  it  v  ill  but  exasperate  and  infiame  tlie 
minds  of  men,  to  investigate  and  demoiisbntc  tlie  infinite  rc- 
fKMirces  and  provocatioiiH  to  independence*  wlucfa  c^-ery  hour 
brings  forth  in  Ireland.  I  shall,  dierefore,  here  omtent  myself 
with  protesting,  on  behalf  of  my  country,  against  die  position, 
AS  an  infamous  falsehood,  insulting  to  her  pride,  and  deroga- 
toiy  to  lier  honor;  and  I  little  doubt,  if  occasion  should  arisen 
but  that  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  it  so. 

To  the  argument  founded  on  this  spiritless  and  pitiful  position^ 
time  has  given  an  answer,  by  bringing  fortli  that  stupenikiua 
event,  the  Revolution  in  France,  an  event  wbii  h  I  do  but  name, 
for  who  is  he  that  can  jH^ise  it  as  it  merits?  Where  is  tlte  dread 
now  of  absolute  power,  or  the  arbitrary  nod  of  the  monarch  in 
France?  Wheroistlieintoleranceof  Popish  bigotry?  The  rights 
of  man  are  at  least  as  well  understood  tliere  aa  here,  and  soiue* 
what  better  practised.  Their  wise  and  venu^le  National  As- 
sembly, representatives,  not  of  Aeir  constituents  merely,  but  of 
man,  whose  nature  they  have  exalted  beyond  the  limits  that  even 
Providence  seemed  to  hare  bounded  it  by,  have,  with  ttiat  disin- 
tcrestcd  attention  to  the  tnie  welfare  of  their  species,  which  has 
marked  and  dignified  all  tbrir  jnoceedings,  renounced  the  idea 
of  cMiquest,  and  engraven  that  renunciation  on  tite  altar,  in  the 
temple  of  their  liberty:  In  tiiat  Assembly,  Prolestanta  sit  indis- 
discrirainately  with  Catholics.  But  I  kwc  time  in  dwelling  on 
circumstances,  the  mention  of  which  at  (Nice  supersedes  the  ne- 
cessity of  argument 

I  come  now  to  a  very  wrinus  argumnit.  If  you  iiiliiiii  Cathiv 
IJCH  to  vote,  you  must  admit  them  tu  the  Uouse,  wid  Uira  yvu 
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vill  hll^'c  a  Catholic  Parliament.  To  tliis  theie  arc  many  an> 
swcrs :  In  tlic  fii-st  place,  it  is  incumbent  nti  tlieii-  opjionenlit  to 
show  tlie  miscliief  re.tultuig  from  e\'en  a  Catliolic  I'ai'liainent* 
There  iia.s  been  m  bold  a  spii-it,  so  guai-<led  a  nisdum,  so  \into 
a  pati-ioti!>m.  exerted  by  a  Parliament  of  CathuUcs  iii  Uiis  king- 
dom. oA  the  experience  of  modem  PititeMtant  ParliameiitA  can 
give  us  no  conreptiun  of.  Have  we  e^er  read,  or  ha\e  we  for- 
gt>ttoii  llie  maiiiresta  of  tlic  Catholic  Paitiamcnt  held  at  Triim 
in  164^?  l^t  it  be  comjtai'ed  with  mir  own  declaratioTis  in 
ITM,  anil  Catliolica  may  well,  with  a  geucronit  confidence, 
Ktand  tlie  lompariHoii. 

But,  it  will  be  said.  tliAt  the  latt  Catholic  Parliament  wliirh 
we  saw,  set  itself  from  the  post,  tu  resume  the  forfeiteil  landi^ 
and  repeal  tlie  act  of  settlement.  That  Parliament  was  huim- 
mnned  by  King  Jamea  II.  at  a  time  when  hi.s  Protestant  sub> 
jects  )iad  es^pelled  him  from  his  throne  and  kingdom.  The  Ii-iHk 
Catholics,  witli  a  genentiis  Uiough  misplaced  loyalty,  and  with 
that  anient  zeal  which  ha.s,  on  a  thousand  occasions,  outruB 
their  judgment,  n'ganied  tlieii*  Pn)testant  bix-tliivn,  not  mei-ely 
as  sectaries  and  scliismattcs,  but  as  rebels  io  thcli'  law  ful  prince, 
whom  it  was  tlieir  ditty,  as  well  as  perhajts,  their  inclination, 
to  punish  by  rigid  confiscation.  'Hie  furieitui-e.s  and  transfer  of 
pi-opci-ty  wei-e  tlien  recent,  most  of  Ihein  witliin  forty  years. 
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he.  a  work  of  peaceful  contract,  not  of  implarablc  war  witli 
their  l*rot«ftaiit  brethren. 

But  if  all  barriers  between  the  two  religions  were  beaten 
down,  so  far  as  civil  matters  we  concerned,  if  the  odious  dis- 
tinction of  Protestant  and  Presbyterian  and  Catholic  were 
abolislicd,  and  tlie  three  great  sects  blended  together,  under  tlin 
common  and  sacred  title  of  Irishman,  what  interest  could  a 
Catholic  member  of  Parliament  have,  distinct  from  his  Pro- 
tefltant  brother  sitting  on  the  same  bench,  exeivising  tlie  same 
function,  bound  by  titc  same  tieaP  Would  liberty  be  less  dear 
to  liim,  justice  less  sacred,  propei-ty  less  valuable,  inbmy  lens 
dreadful  ?  If  the  Hmuie  of  Commons  were  to  be  even  wholly 
Catliolic,  still  the  otiicr  estates  of  tiie  realm,  the  Peers  and  tlie 
King,  would  sufficiently  preserve  the  balance.  I  have  supposed 
in  this  argument,  what  I  peremptorily  refuse  to  admit,  that  tlie 
whole  House  of  Commons  must  be  Catliolir,  and  tliat  they 
would  of  necessity  follow  such  measures  as  would  be  prejudi- 
cial to  tlie  Pi-otestant  interest  But  tlie  fact  is,  that  when  we 
consider  tlie  great  disproportion  of  property,  or,  inotlier  words, 
power,  in  favor  of  tlie  Protestants,  added  to  tlie  weight  and  in- 
fluence of  Government,  tliere  can  be  little  fear  of  a  majority  of 
Catholic  mrmbrrs  existing  in  Parliament ;  and  we  know,  by 
liistoriral  expenence,  that  when  the  House  was  open  to  both  re- 
ligions indifferently,  no  such  majority  existed,  tliougti  in  times 
when  Catliolirity  flourished,  and  tlie  Protestant  interest  was 
feeble,  comparatively,  to  what  we  see  at  this  day. 

[f,  however,  there  be  serious  grounds  for  dreading  a  majorit}' 
of  CatliolicR,  tliey  may  be  removed  by  a  very  obvious  mode; 
extend  the  elective  fi-auchisc  to  such  Catholics  only  as  have  a 
I'rceliold  of  lOL  by  the  year ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  strike  off 
Uittt  disgrace  to  our  Constitution  and  ourcountiy,  the  wretched 
tribe  of  forty  shilling  freeholders,  whom  we  see  driven  to  tlieir 
octennial  mai^et,  by  tlieir  landlords,  as  much  their  property  as 
the  sheep  or  the  bullocks  which  they  brand  with  their  names. 
ThiLs  will  you  at  one  stroke  pui^e  yourselves  <if  the  gross  and 
feculent  mass  wliich  contaminates  the  Protestant  interest,  and 
restore  their  natural  and  Just  weight  to  the  sound  and  respect- 
able part  of  the  Catholic  community,  without  throwing  into 
their  hands  so  much  power  as  might  enable  them  to  dictate  tbe 
law :  but  I  again  and  again  protest,  that  I  conceive  flmv  li  Mt 
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jtmr,  m  assembliesy  where  no  Catholic  can  by  1 
see  the  people  plundered  and  despised,  powerless 
held  in  contempt  and  defiance,  and,  with  such  a  ] 
my  eyes,  I  for  one,  feel  little  dread  at  the  thougl 
wliepc  no  cliange  can  easily  be  for  the  worse.  R4 
this  day*  little  influence  on  politics ;  and  when  I  c 
tional  assembly  of  Frenchmen  and  Catholics,  wi 
bodies  which  I  could  name,  I  confess,  I  foel  little 
boast  that  I  have  the  honor  to  be  an  Irishman 
testaiit. 

I  ha\'e  now  examined  such  arguments  as  are  m 
used  to  gloss  over  that  numstrous  injustice  which  I 
century  three  millions  of  my  countrymen  in  ignorai 
ttge.   I  have  endeavored  to  give  them  such  answei 
plain  understanding  could  flimish ;  and  I  have  a  co 
my  attempt  is  but  a  precursor  of  many  eflbrts,  mo. 
the  merits  of  the  cause*  Tlie  dark  cloud  which  hat 
velopcd  the  Irish  Catholic  with  hopeless  misery,  at  h 
to  break,  and  the  sun  of  liberty  may  once  more  il 
mind,  and  elevate  his  heart 

I  have  hitherto  considered  the  case  of  the  Cath 
view  of  expediency,  and,  as  with  reference  to  Protest 
done  so,  because  I  confess  I  was  afraid  of  the  lengp 
reason  would  inevitably  lead  me,  if  I  were  to  tak* 
question  of  mere  right,  and  with  reference  to  the  fe 
Catholics  tiiemselves.  They  have  remained  now  fen* 
tuiy  in  slaver^' ;  tliey  may  have  lost  the  wioh  f«»  **— 
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What  answer  could  m-e  make  to  the  CatbolicB  of  Ireland,  if 
they  were  to  riae,  and,  with  one  voire,  demand  their  lights  as 
citizens  and  as  men?  What  re|ily  justifiable  to  God  and  to 
our  conscience.'  Nooe.  We  prate  and  babble,  and  write  books, 
and  publish  them,  filled  with  acntiments  of  freedom,  and  abhor- 
rence of  tyranny,  and  lofty  {wvises  of  tke  Btghti  of  Man  !  Yet 
we  are  content  to  bold  three  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures 
and  fellow  subjects,  in  dcgradatim  and  infamy  and  ccmtunpt, 
or,  to  sum  up  all  in  one  word,  iniicxcni! 

On  what  chapter  of  the  Bightt  of  Xom,  do  we  ground  our 
title  to  liber^,  in  the  moment  that  we  are  rivcttingtlio  fetters  of 
the  wretched  Roman  Catltolica  oS  Ireland  ?  Shall  tbey  not  say 
to  us,  **  Are  we  not  men,  as  ye  are,  stamped  with  the  image  dt 
our  Matter,  walking  erect,  beholding  the  same  light,  breathing 
tfae  same  air  as  Protestants.  Hath  not  a  Catliolic  hands;  hath 
not  a  Catbotic  eyes,  dimensions,  organs,  passions?  Fed  with  the 
same  food,  liurt  by  the  name  weapons,  healed  by  tlie  same  means, 
warmed  and  cooled  by  the  same  summer  and  winter,  as  a  Protes- 
tantis?  Ifyc  prick  ufl,dowe  not  bleed?  If  ye  tickle  us,  do  we  not 
laugh?  If  ye  pnisonus,  do«xnotdie?  Andif  ye  injure  us,  lAo/I 
let  mot  rcoengef  Hath  a  Catholic  the  mark  of  the  beast  in  his 
forehead,  that  he  should  wander  over  his  native  soil,  like  the  ac- 
cursed Cain,  with  his  hand  against  every  man,  and  every  man's 
hand  against  him?  God  Almigh^,  in  his  just  anger,  visits  the 
sins  of  the  fathers,  upon  tlic  cliililren,  not  beyond  tlic  tliinl  or 
fourth  generation,  even  of  those  tliat  hate  liim ;  and  will  nodiing 
short  of  our  eternal  slavery  satisfy  tlie  unmitigahle  rage  of  Pro- 
testant ofqiression  ?  How  haveweofl^ded?  The  offence  <tf  our 
ancestors,  was  their  property  and  tbeir  power;  we  have  neither; 
they  an  long  since  sacrificed,  and  you  an  in  undisputed  posses- 
uon  of  the  spoiL  Do  not  then  grudge  us  existence,  or  that  (or 
which  alone  man  should  exist — liberty.  Say  not  that  we  are  un- 
prepared ;liberfy  prepare*  bo-self:  Bay  not  that  we  are  ignorant, 
lest  ye  judge  yourselves.  Why  are  we  so?  Enough  has  been 
done  and  suflered  by  us,  to  satisfy  not  mly  justice  and  law,  but 
cowardice,  malice,  and  revenge;  it  is  time  our  persecution 
should  cease.  The  nations  of  Eun^  are  vindicating  themselves 
into  freedom ;  ye  talk  about  it  younelvcfl,  and  do  ye  tliink  that 
we  will  be  left  beliind  ?  If  you  will  join  us,  we  are  ready  to 
OBbrace  you;  if  you  will  no^  Aame  and  discomSture  await 
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you.  For  tis,  wlidlipr  siipjifirted  or  mil,  wo  aiv  pivparrO  I 
ritlirr  event.  If  fi-ccdom  conies,  we  will  rlasji  \wt  to  our  lie 
ami  suiTeniler  lier  lint  with  oiirlnftt  hre&tli:  if  ulav-cry  la  s 
to  be  our  portion,  »e  have  Icamcil,  by  hitter  rsiiericnc*.  ta  t 
dure:  and  to  tliat  righteous  and  just  G<Mi,  wtio  has  n-eiitH  a 
prrserves  us.  we  commit  our  cause,  notlilng  doiiliting.  bat  i 
the  TuUnesa  of  his  good  time  that  lie  will  raamTcKt  his  gltmoi 
mercies,  even  unto  us;  though  for  wise  piii-jHi<«es,  he  tiiny  tlilli 
fit  to  continue  us  a  little  longer  under  tlie  rotl  of  our  oppm 
the  ministers  of  Ids  wTatli." 

ifsnch  an  appeal  were  made,  ffkat  shimld  ve  answer?  ] 
liini  tlial  can.  devise  a  reply :  I  know  of  none. 

The  argument  now  stands  thus  :  'I'o  ojiiwse  the  uncoM 
tjonal  weight  of  Government,  subject  aa  timt  Government  i»M 
the  still  more  unconstitutional  and  unjust  bias  of  English  inflj 
ance,  it  w  absolutely  necessary  tlmt  the  weight  of  the  pcopl 
scale  should  he  inciTiifled.    This  object  can  otdy  be  attainod  I 
a  reform  in  t'arliament,  and  no  ■■efonn  is  practicable,  tliat  sh) 
not  include  Uie  Catliolics.   I'hcse  thiT*  steps  arc  inscpan" 
connectr»l.  and  let  not  any  man  deceiie  liimHe,ir.  by  snpimsing 
tlic  first  attainable  witliout  tlie  second,  or  cither  without  the 
tbinl.    Is  the  present  Government  of  Ireland  such  an  one  as 
1  ought  to  be  op]N)se<l  ?   Every  good  Irishman  will  answer,  Yei^ 
Have  we  not  suflicient  experience?,  how  h-uitless  all  oppusiti^ 
is  on  tlie  present  system  ?  The  people  are  div  ide*) ;  each  j 
afraid  and  jealous  of  the  other ;  they  have  only  the  jiisticf  of 
their  cause  to  support  tJiem,  and  that  plea  grievously  weakened 
by  tlic  acknowledged  exclusion  of  tliree-fonrtlis  of  tlie  natirai 
from  their  rights  as  men.   Government,  a/oreign  Bovemmai 
is  a  small,  but  a  disciplined  and  compact  body,  with  tlie  swd 
the  jnirsc,  and  the  honoi-s  of  Ireland  at  their  di)«|K>sa). 
easy  to  see  tlie  event  of  such  an  opposition  to  such  an  Admini 
h-ation.   It  follows,  that,  to  oppose  it  with  success,  the  p 
must  change  their  plan. 

Do  we  not  we  the  conduct  of  Government  at  this  hour,  and 
sliall   v*e  not  leai-n  wisdom,  even  from  our  enemies?  'ITiey 
know  that  the  Catholics  hold  the  balance  betwl^eIt  tbeia  • 
lliat  fi-action  of  the  nation,  which  v\e  cho<iso  tn  dignity  with  f 
name  of  the  People;  and,  then-fon-.  tliey  court  the  GathoUl 
If  they  secure  them,  1  should  be  glad  to  kno^v  what  they 
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til  fear  with  tlic  iinmcnw  power  and  influence  attoclml  to  office, 
with  the  commaiHl  of  tlie  trcamirj'.  and  witli  the  whole  Catholic 
party,  tliree-fourthH  of  the  kingdom,  attarhctl  by  gratitude  to 
them,  and  alienated  by  repeated  simpicion,  and  um-emittiiig  ill 
usage  from  their  enemies. 

In  a  word,  ttic  alternative  in,  on  tlie  one  hand,  reform  and 
the  Catholics,  justice  and  liberty ;  on  the  other,  an  uncondi- 
tional aubmissioii  to  the  present,  and  every  future  Administra' 
tion,  who  may  think  proper  to  follow  their  steps,  and  who  may 
indulge  with  ease  and  safety  tlieir  propensity  to  peculation  and 
spoil  and  insult,  while  the  people  remain  timid  and  divided. 
Between  these  j-oii  must  rhoosey  and  choose  immediately,  and 
that  choice  may  be  linaL 

if  the  whole  body  of  the  people  unite  witli  cordial  siurerity, 
and  demand  a  general  reform  in  Parliament,  which  shall  in- 
clude restitution  of  tlie  elective  franchise  to  the  Catholics,  we 
shall  then,  and  not  otlicrwise,  have  an  honr)9t  and  independent 
representation  of  Uie  jieople ;  we  shall  have  a  barrier  of  strength 
sulBcient  to  defy  tlie  utmost  effiirts  of  tlie  most  profligate  and 
powerful  English  Administration;  we  rIihII  be  enabled  to  avail 
ourselves  of  tlie  infinite  advantages  witli  which  Providence  has 
endowed  our  country  ;  rorruption  shall  be  annihilated.  Govern- 
ment sliall  become  lioriest  per  force,  and  Oierehy  recover  at 
least  some  of  diat  respectability  which  a  long  courae  of  |inlitical 
depravity  has  exhausted.  In  a  woni,  we  shall  recover  our  rank, 
and  beronie  a  nation  in  something  beside  the  name. 

If,  on  tlie  other  hand,  we  tliiiik  reform  too  dear,  when  pur- 
chased by  juHtice :  if  wc  are  still  illiberal  and  blind  bigots, 
who  deny  tliat  civil  libei-ty  can  exist  out  of  the  piile  of  Protes- 
tantism, if  we  withhold  tlie  sacred  cup  of  lAberty  from  our 
('atliolic  brotlier,  and  re|)el  him  from  tlie  communion  of  our 
natural  rights,  let  wt  at  least  be  consistent,  and  cease  (o  mur- 
mur at  the  oppi-ession  of  tlie  Government  wliicli  grinds  us;  let 
us  bear,  if  we  can,  without  wincing,  tiic  whips  and  goads  of 
our  own  tyrants,  witli  the  consoling  reflection,  that  we  can  act 
tite  tyrant  in  our  turn,  and  gall  the  wretclieil  slaves  below  us; 
let  Administration  proceed  to  play  upon  the  terrors  of  tlic  Pro- 
testants, the  hopes  of  the  Catholics,  and  balancing  the  one 
|«irty  by  the  iilLer.  jiluiulcr  and  laugh  at.  and  defy  Inilh;  let 
EnglUh  infltieiici'  irie<-t  and  click  our  rising  o 


.  ..^j  tuoe  oottiy  and  ffropt 
darkness. 

But  I  will  hope  better  things  The  exaniirie 
Poland,  and,  above  all,  of  France,  cannot,  on  th 
ral  men,  but  force  conviction.  In  France  20C 
deputed  a  Protestant,  St  Etienne,  to  the  Nations 
their  representative,  with  orders  to  procure,  what 
accomplished,  an  abolition  of  all  civil  distinctioi 
founded  merely  on  religious  opinions.  In  Americs 
and  Protestant  sit  equally  in  Congress,  without  i 
arising,  otlier  than  who  shall  sene  his  country  I 
it  be  in  Ireland !    So  will  it  be,  if  men  are  siK 
wish^  for  her  prosperity  and  future  elevation.  ] 
consider  what  union  has  done  in  small  states,  wk 
great  ones.  Let  them  look  to  their  Government;  1 
to  their  fellow  slaves,  who,  by  coalition  with  them, 
be  their  fellow-citizens,  and  form  a  new  order  in  t 
a  new  era  in  their  histcH^.  Let  them  once  cry  B^ 
CathoUcSf  and  Ireland  is  free,  independent,  and  hi^ 

A  NORTHERS 

dugust  1,  1791. 
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DECLARATION  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

OT  THB  80CIBTT  OF  CITITBII  IBISHMSH  OF  BELFAST. 


IN  the  present  great  CFairf  reform,  wbm  lugmt  Govermaents 
are  falling  in  every  quirter  of  Europe ;  when  religious  perso- 
ciition  is  cranpclled  to  abjure  her  tjnany  over  conscience ;  niien 
the  righta  of  men  are  ascertained  in  Uieory,  and  that  tbemy. 
substantiated  by  practice ;  when  antiquity  can  no  longer  defend 
absurd  and  u^qtreasive  forms,  against  the  common  sense  and 
common  interests  of  mankind ;  when  all  government  is  acknow- 
ledged to  originate  from  the  peqile,  and  to  be  so  far  only  obli- 
gatory as  it  protects  their  rights  and  promotes  tlicir  welfare : 
We  think  it  our  duty,  aa  Irishmen,  to  come  forwanl,  and  state 
what  we  fed  to  be  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know  to 
be  its  efiectual  remedy. 

yiw,  HAVB  ifo  National  Govbbithznt;  we  are  ruled  by 
Englishmen,  and  the  servants  of  Englishmen,  whose  abject  is 
the  interest  of  another  country,  whose  instrument  is  corruption, 
and  whose  strength  is  tbe  weakness  of  Ireland ;  and  these  mm 
have  the  whole  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  country,  as 
means  to  seduce  and  to  subdue  tbe  bones^  and  the  spirit  of  her 
representatives  in  the  legislature.  Such  an  extrinsic  power, 
acting  with  uniform  force  in  a  direction  too  frequentiy  opposite 
to  the  true  line  of  our  obvious  interests,  can  be  resisted  with 
efl^  solely  by  wNaniflHly,  dteuiom,  amd  tpirU  in  the  people; 
qualities  which  may  be  exerted  most  legally,  constitutionally, 
and  ^caciously,  by  that  great  measure  essential  to  the  proepe- 
ri^  and  freedun  of  Ireland,  AN  EQUAL  REPRESENTA- 
TION OP  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  IN  PARLIAMENT. 

We  do  not  here  mention  as  grievances,  tlte  rejection  of  a  planv 
bill,  of  a  pension-hill,  of  a  responsibility-bill,  the  sale  of  Peer- 
ages in  one  House,  the  cmmption  publicly  avowed  ia  the  other, 
nor  thr  notorious  infamy  of  borough  traffic  between  both ;  0»t 
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lliat  we  Hii*  insensible  of  llicir  enormity,  but  timt  we  cwtiMider 
tlieni  aslmt  s^vmptomsuflliat  ntortai  disease  Mliidi  lornnU-x  tlic 
litalsot'oiii'  (Joiistitution.  and  Irat es  to  tfic  people,  in  tlieirown 
G»\  eminent,  but  tbc  sbadow  of  a  name. 

Inipi'eKsed  nitli  Uiesc  sentiments,  vc  have  a^n>ei]  to  funn  an 
assMciation.  to  be  called  "Thk  Socikty  of  United  Inisii- 
MKN  :"  .\iid  we  ilo  pledge  ourselves  1j>  our  countrj,  anil  miittially 
to  earl)  otiirr.  that  we  will  'Steadily  support,  and  endeavor,  by 
all  due  meaTiK,  to  L«rry  into  effect,  tlie  lollowiiig  rcsulutiom : 

First,  Resolved,  That  tbo  weight  of  Englisb  influence  in  Uio 
Government  of  Uiis  coiinti?  in  so  great,  as  to  require  a  ronUal 
union  among  all  the  peuplk  of  iKKLANn,  lu  maintain  that 
balance  wliirb  is  essential  to  tlic  pi-esei'vation  of  oiir  liberticM, 
and  tlic  estensiiiii  of  our  rommercc. 

Second,  Tliat  the  sol^  con.stttiiti'mal  mule  by  wliicli  tlii^  influ- 
enre  can  be  oppased,  is  by  a  complete  and  radical  i^'Rirni  of  t)ic 
i^preseiitatiun  of  tlie  jieoplc  in  I'ai-liainent. 

Third.  'J'bat  no  refonn  is  practicable.  ellicarinuH,  or  just, 
uiiicli  sball  not  include  Irishmen  of  etery  religious  ]>ersiiaf)tnii. 

Sati.sfied.  as  we  are,  tbat  the  intestine  divisions  among  Iritih- 
inen  have  too  often  given  encouragement  and  impunity  to  profli- 
giilc.  aiKlacioiiH.  and  cornipt  AdininL<^-ation^,  in  measures  w  hich, 
hill  for  tliesi-  divisions,  tliey  durst  not  have  alteinpted :  we  submit 
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Ta  the  Mautfachtrers  of  DuMtn. 

Deak  ComTTBTHBiT  !  I  lum  by  the  newspapers  fiwt  we 
are  going  to  war  with  Prance,  and  1  see  recruiting  parties 
beating  up  fiH"  volnnteets  in  all  parts  <rf'  the  city,  from  which  . 
I  coDclode  that  the  newspapers  are  right,  and  that  we  are  to 
have  a  war  in  downright  earnest  I  suppose  tiie  King,  God 
bless  him,  and  the  gnat  peo]^  about  him,  have  good  reasons 
Ah*  wliftt  tb^  are  doing,  wldcfa  we  know  nothing  about;  bnt 
this  I  am  sure  of^  fliat  they  ought  to  be  very  good  reasons  in- 
deed that  should  make  us  go  to  war  Just  now.  Battles  and  vic- 
tories are  fine  things  to  read  and  hear  tell  ot,  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  like  stories  of  that  kind  as  well  as  another,  but  I  never 
could  learn  what  good  came  to  the  poor  peopU  by  a  battle  or  a 
victory.  What  did  we  get  by  all  our  battles  last  war,  except 
an  addition  to  the  weight  of  our  taxes,  that  were  heavy  enough 
God  knows,  befrav  ?  80  that  our  whiskey  and  our  tobacco,  and 
tin  tea  and  sugar  ftn-  our  wiveSt  are  twice  as  dear  as  they  used 
to  be,  and  if  we  are  to  have  another  war,  the  Lord  knows  when 
it  will  stop,  or  bow  a  pocv  man,  like  one  of  ns,  will  be  able  to 
keep  his  fiunily  at  all. 

I  know  very  wdl  tiiat  the  Irish  are  a  brvve  fighting  people, 
and  will  not  readUy  listen  to  any  one  that  recommends  peace  to 
them,  when  our  neighbors  are  at  war;  nay,  I  feel  that  I 
shmild  myself  be  ready  enough  to  leave  my  loom  {tar  I  am  bnt 
a  poor  weaver  in  the  Liberty]  and  take  a  firelock  on  my  shoul- 
der  in  any  good  cause  for  my  king  and  country.  But  I  remem- 
ber too  well  ti>e  miseries  which  we  all  snfl^red  in  the  American 
war,  not  to  desire  my  countrjrroen  to  stop  and  think,  and  not  to 
run  into  the  battle,  hand  over  head,  as  tiiey  an  too  apt  to  do  on 
every  occasitm ;  let  titem  consider  what  a  check  it  will  give  to 
all  our'^manuQuinres,  and  what  a  brain  blow  it  wiD  be  to  oar 
infant  commerce ;  how  many  of  our  most  industrious  petqrfe  it 
will  drive  to  idleness  and  want  and  beggary ;  how  moch  rf  our 
best  blood  It  will  spill ;  and  how  little  of  our  little  wealth  it 
will  leave  with  us ;  and  flieo,  perhaps,  they  will  bc^  to  adc 
what  is  all  this  fw  ?  and  what  are  we  tin  better  of  all  these 
battles  and  victories  ? 
Tot.  I. — 47 
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Wc  arc  now  going  to  w  ar  w  itii  France ;  very  well ;  now  4 
first  question  I  would  ask  is,  what  quarrel  have  we  with  f 
what  did  she  ever  do  to  us,  or  wc  to  hep  ?  *'  WAy  Uie  Frt 
off  tlie  King't  headf^  That  In  be  sure  is  rery  shocki 
borharous.  and  I  lor  one  am  hcHrtily  sorry  for  it ;  but  i 
going  to  war  |Hit  it  on  again  P  or  w  bat  right  have  we  to  n 
in  tlieir  disputes,  while  they  let  us  alone  >  I  i-emember  to  b 
n-ad  tliat  tlie  English  cut  off  King  Charles's  head  just  a 
Frencli  did  witli  their  Ring,  but  I  do  not  find  tbat  any  n 
Europe  was  so  i'oolish  as  to  go  to  war  wiUi  them  on  tliat  » 
What  was  Ireland  tlie  better  of  tlic  King  of  France  whi 
was  alive,  or  what  is  she  the  worse  of  him,  now  tliat  bo  is  d 
For  my  part  I  think  it  is  quite  enough  if  wc  continue,  a 
are.  good  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty  George  t 
without  running  headlong  inio  a  war,  to  the  xittcr  ruin  o 
nufacturcs  and  our  comnicrrc,  for  no  better  than  tbat  the  F 
choose  one  form  of  Government,  and  we  live  under  aiiotba 
and  tliis  brings  me  to  a  second  reason  that  I  have  heard  ft 
going  to  wai-.  tliat  tlie  French  are  "repHt/icons  and  levelU 

I  am  sure  a  great  many  of  us  make  use  of  those  words  tl 
do  not  know  the  meanijig  of  them ;  but  supjtose  tliat  they  are 
repiiblicans  and  levellers,  and  Bup|>nsc  that  these  words  mean 
e^'ery  thing  that  is  wicked  and  idioniinablc.  still,  I  say,  what  is 
that  tons?  If  a  Republic  be  a  bad  form  of  Government,  in 
God's  name  let  tlicm  have  it.  and  punish  themselves ;  if  it  be  a 
good  form,  1  do  not  know  what  right  we  have  to  hinder  tbcm 
of  it. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  you  what  this  war  will  do  to 
every  one  of  us.  In  tlic  first  place,  the  English,  who  have 
brought  us  into  this  scrape,  will  lose  one  of  tlielj-  be^t  customers 
the  Fpencli,  and  they  will  likewise  lose  tlie  Germnn  and  Dutch 
markets  in  a  great  degi-ee,  from  the  troubles  in  Holland,  tlic 
danger  of  privateers,  and  tlie  high  i-atcs  of  insurance ;  tbey  will, 
therefore,  throw  all  the  goods  they  can  manufacture  into  this 
country,  as  you  know  they  always  do,  and  from  tlicir  great  ca- 
pitals they  r,an  afibrd  to  sell  at  very  little  profit,  and  to  lie  a 
great  while  out  of  their  money,  which  we  cannot  do ;  so  that 
tJiey  will  beat  you  fairly  out  of  your  own  market :  for  it  cannot 
be  expcctni  that  a  sliop-kceper  in  Francis-street,  or  the  Quay. 
will  corao  to  deal  with  one  of  ua,  who  can  gi\-e  him  but  six 
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ttiontlu*  ci-edit,  while  he  can  get  tlie  same  goods  at  a  lover  rate. 
uid  at  twelve  and  cighteui  months,  at  e\ea  two  yean'  credit, 
which  the  Englishman  will  give  him  rather  than  lose  his  cus- 
tom ;  and  whenever  this  happens,  as  it  certainly  will  haj^icn  if 
the  war  goes  tra,  (and  indeed  the  English  riders  are  beginning 
already  to  swarm  among  us,  looking  for  wders)  God  cmly 
knows  to  w^iatnuBory  we  shall  be  reduced.  I  ranembcr.  in  the 
American  war,  it  was  with  great  difficult  tiiat  I  prosened 
myself  and  my  family  from  utterly  starving ;  and  crowds  of  my 
brethren,  still  more  poor  and  wretched  than  myself^  were  hroa^ 
HO  low  as  to  go  in  droves  a  begging  about  the  streets,  or  were 
fed,  like  hounds,  at  public  measest  which  were  got  (or  dwm 
through  charity.  The  great  people  wbo  go  to  war  never  think 
of  these  things ;  but,  for  my  part,  when  wo  are  all  turned  out 
of  work,  and  ragged  and  hungr?-,  I  do  not  see  how  vc  are  to 
feed  and  clothe  ourselves  and  our  little  families.  I  am  sure  it  is 
not ihe"baUaux of ptnaer,**  and  the  *^ glory  itf  the  British^ag," 
and  a  hundred  atber  fine  things  that  1  sec  in  spcerlieti  in  the 
neii3papers,  that  will  put  a  single  rag  on  our  backs,  or  a  half. 
penny  roll  in  our  mouths ;  so  that,  after  all,  we  may  find  out, 
by  woful  experience,  and  the  loss  of  our  trade,  tliat  it  had  been 
better  to  have  let  the  French  altme  to  settle  tbeir  own  disputes 
am<»ig  thunscl^'es,  and  for  us,  in  the  mean  time,  to  stick  toonr 
looms  and  our  jennies,  and  go  on  quietly  selling  our  cloths  and 
uur  calicoes. 

Besides,  tliis  viwria  worse  for  us  poor  manufacturers  than  any 
tliat  ever  wc  remember.  Formerly,  to  be  sure,  when  a  war 
broke  out,  and  trade  was  dead,  we  could  take  a  turn  aboard  a 
{Hivateer  or  man  of  war  tw  a  year  or  tno.  and  then  we  had  a 
chance  of  picking  up  a  little  prize  money,  as  many  among  us 
liar's  done ;  but  now  tbsv  is  no  cltance  of  that,  for  the  French 
ha.w  no  merdiantnwn  at  aea,  and  all  tiie  ships  titey  have  are 
turned  into  prii~ateeni,  and  wo  all  know  well  enough  there  is 
nothing  to  be  got  by  tiiem  but  hard  knocks.  If  it  was  a  Sponidi 
war,  indeed,  a  man  would  have  some  chance  among  Hm  dollars 
and  galloons,  hut  her«  there  is  no  such  Aing— all  wooden  1^ 
and  no  gold  chains. 

And  DOW  my  dear  countrymen  and  fellow-suRerers,  what  aiv 
w«  all  to  do?  By  the  middle  of  summer,  trade  will  be  stappcA 
here,  and,  as  ta  going  in  England,  that  will  not  answer,  fur  « 
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will  hvfe  lost  almost  ail  her  customers,  except  this  poor  oonn- 
tey,  so  that  there  will  be  hands  enough  to  «-ork  up  ber  goods 
without  our  assistiuice.  We  must  either  go  begging  once 
in  shoab  about  the  streets,  or  go  to  sea  without  hopes  of  prise 
mone)',  or  list  for  solUicrs,  wttich  God  knows  is  a  poor  life. 
In  tlmt  case,  wlio  is  to  take  care  of  our  families  .' 

Now  suppose  the  French  are  beaten,  whatshall  wegettoi 
us  amends  for  all  tliis  misery  ?  Notliing!  But  suj^iose,  <n 
other  side,  Dumourier,  or  whatever  his  name  is,  the  Frencfc^, 
General,  wins  the  battle,  what  becomes  of  the  war  then 
any  rate  it  is  no  matter  to  us,  for  let  who  will  get  the  batUot, 
the  poor  are  sure  to  sufTer  all  tlie  hardship:  God  forgive 
great  people,  whoever  they  are,  that  advised  our  good  King 
this  war ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  will  lose  an  hour's  sleep  or 
ft  meal's  meat  by  it;  but  it  is  not  ao  whh  us ;  we  arc  bard  sBt 
enough  to  live  already,  and  a  month's  idleness  sends  us  all 
starving.  I  wish  before  they  were  so  brave  in  declaring  tliis  ww» 
tiiat  they  had  taken  a  walk  through  the  Liberty  and  other 
places  tliat  I  could  bring  them  to ;  but  God  help  the  poor,  ibr 
they  are  able  to  help  nobody,  and,  therefore,  nobody  cares  for 
them. 

I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  say,  but  neither  you  can  aflbrd 
time  to  read,  nor  1  to  write  a  long  i>aper.    If  1  find  you  like 
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There  is  one  dung  only  to  jwevent  it;  and  igainat  fliat  one 
thing  I  wiBhdieinoreeuiiCBU7tocautioDyoii,a8ttiet«i8gDod 
reuon  to  femr  that  Mcret  enemies  are  wwking  hard  to  defeat 


Takecarc^  then*  let  me  eamcstly  entreat,  Hut  70a  do  not 
place  too  great  a  reUance  on  peiqile  of  other  religioas  perana- 
sionB,  iFfao  oflkr  tteir  adrice  aad  aawtance  aoaaked.  Even  if 
■incere  in  their  professiaBS,  U  can  do  you  no  sfrrloe ;  but  if  de- 
ceitful, m^  do  impatvble  miacbiet  CTooaidv  whether  tbey  be 
not  alike  CMBiies  to  Pratestants  and  Boman  Catliolics,  wbeQwr 
tlM7  are  not  jeakmaoTtfae  relaxBtkma  already  obtained*  and  wiah, 
by  misleading  you,  to  psvrent  your  gainug  any  more. 

Ronembw  Ijord  George  Gordon.  That  mad  fiuiatk  ahowed 
the  rank  hatred  ofhis  party  to  die  Boman  Cath(dic8  by  fire  and 
massacre.  Take  care  !  tor  there  may  be  Gordtns  here,  who, 
not  less  inveterate,  though  mwe  artflil,  will,  ander  the  mask  of 
friendship,  pmre  themselres  as  btttor  enemies. 

"  Ad  open  Toe  tatj  fnn  t  cqim  i 
"  BMt  a  pretended  fiietid  b  wane." 


.1  Surt  Jhurwer  to  a  "Brief  Caution  to  tlu  MonuM  CstAoIia 

of  Jbrtland." 

[Bf  iLibertr  Bor.] 

Deab  Copittrtmbit:  I  bought  last  night  toe  a  half^nny, 
the  address  towhich  I  meanthis  as  an  answer;  and  though  it  was 
{Hinted  (»  coarse  pqier,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  the  writer  of  it 
was  no  commim  hand.  He  oeto  out  with  great  profeMtiaia  of 
good  will  to  you  and  your  cause,  and  when  be  thinks  that  be  has 
by  this  mean^  got  you  all  on  his  side,  be  lets  the  cat  out  of  the 
iMg,  and  gives  you  bir  wanung  to  "taiteeare  of  the  Fn^te- 
naM,/«r,  {f  90*  io  net,  your  gooi  friends  tie  Oavermment  wiU 
he  very  fnngfV  vilA  yoN>  oad  whether  yoa  have  right  o»  ymr  aide 
ornotttfytrnjointhaeefeUowaim  the  Mtrthf  you  ahall get  no  re- 
Uef  at  aii,"  and  ao  be  telli  some  ntmsense  about  Lord  Gcoi^ 
GMdoo,  andoMcfautM. 

Mow,  my  dear  eaantryiDn,  do  not  you  aee  the  plain  English 
of  alltliis  ?  Long  ago,  when  yon  and  your  Protestant  brethren 
WOT  fixdiAly  and  wickedly  icady  to  cat  each  otlMt>  1kr«*>  ^ 
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c^-ery  IiRnd*s  turn :  whenever  yoiii-  Cntnmittcc  applied  Tor 
to  tlie  English  Govcmiitent  at  the  Ca-stli^.  thr  ausuvr  Uicy 
v-aj-fi  got,  was.  "Gentlemen,   Ife  love  you  of  all  tliiiigtt, 
Avuuld  do  any  tiling  to  ser\'e  you ;  but  w  are  all'aid  of 
I'l-e.sbyterians  in  the  \oi-t!i.  who  wonld  resist  you  and  us  «M^ 
amis  in  tlieir  Imndti,  so  wo  beg  you  will  excuse  us."   And  «^flfc'*' 
tliis  answer  (which,  by-tlic-by,  wiuj  »  lie)  you  wtit  obliged  4^ 
be,  or  at  least  to  seem,  routcnted.    But  now  times  arr  wM 
mended  with  us.   The  Pi-eshyterians  In  the  North,  and  particn* ' 
lai'ly  in  Belfast,  which  you  all  know  in  the  lii'e  and  aonX  of  ttot 
quarter,  arc  convinred  of  tlie  lolly  mid  iiijustire  ol'  kee[>ing  np 
old  i[uarrcls,  and  wasting  against  you  tlie  .S[iirit  that  sliiiulil  be 
ftm-fed  against tlic  cum nion  enemy.  I  mean  t)ie\viclv»l.  hnbing. 
taxing  MmUiistratian  of  this  coinitry.    They  come  l(»rwanl, 
like  honest  and  hearty  Iiislniien.  i-eady  to  fin-givc  and  forgrl. 
and  they  intrcat  you  to  do  Hie  like;  tbey  hinil  tbemsehes  hy  n 
solemn  promise  nevei-tu  rest  until  you  are]>ut  onllir  same  foot- 
ing in  all  things,  witlitlicmitrlves:  and  many  of  the  best  and  bru- 
vcst  and  wisest  among  your  [leoplc  have  joined  and  sbaken  liaiuls 
with  them,  and  tiiousands  and  tens  of  thousands  more  of  you  will 
follow  tliem.    Now  see  what  Govenimeiit  and  tlicir  dirty  hack 
wi'iters  say.    The  minute  they  find  tliat  they  ai-e  beaten  out  of 
their  old  tying  cxcuhc  about  the  Pi-csby-terians  being  yotir  ene- 
mies, they  change  their  note,  and  i-oar  nut  "take  care  what  you 
ai-c  doing :  if  you  offer  to  go  near  those  fellow  s  in  the  North, 
we  are  done  witli  you  for  ever :  as  you  made  your  bed,  you  m«y 
lie  in  it,  hut  we  wash  our  bands  out  of  you."   Now,  my  deal- 
countrymen,  is  there  a  man  among  you  that  does  nut  sec  tlirougli 
this  poor  stuff?  Goveniuient  think  they  have  you  c<mipletety  in 
their  hands,  and  tliey  arc  deteinnincd.  if  tbey  can,  to  keep  yau 
flo:  for  this  bad  jHiriMise.  tliey  have  got  some  men  among  you  of 
very  high  rank,  and  lery  low  principles,  to  go  about  beggui^ 
your  names,  if  you  ran  write  them,  and  your  marks  if  you  can- 
not, to  sla\ish  and  shabby  addresses  to  the  Castle,  tlirowing 
yourselves  on  the  mercy  of  the  great  |ieople  their-,  and  doclai-iug 
tliat  if  you  get  ever  so  liltle,  you  will  be  very  tliankful,  anit  if 
you  get  nofAiii^  at  all,  you  will  stay  as  you  ai-e.  and  be  iei*y 
thankful,  and  such  mean  trash  unworthy  any  true  honest  heari. 
eti  lri*ihmiui:  hut, above  all  things,  abusing  your  General  Corn- 
er and  thoac  wise  men  and  gallant  patriots  among  ynu  w  ho 


TBEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  375 

lia^T  cordinllf  shaken  luuids  with  your  Protestant  countrymon. 
Now  the  way  that  the  Castle  liaa  got  hdd  of  these  wen,  ia  cu- 
rifflLs;  one  of  them,  who  is  ctMnmonly  reputed  a  Lord,  knows 
ver}-  n-ell  that  he  has  not  half  so  good  a  claiin  to  tho  title  as  my 
Lord  Hnckfaall,  and  so  he  wantH  the  King  to  make  him  over 
again,  that  ho  may  be  something  or  other,  for.  at  present,  be  is 
neither  fish  ikh-  flesh,  but  a  good  for  nothing  kind  of  a  mule 
between  a  peer  and  a  commoner.  Anotiicr  is  a  young  gentle- 
man who  wants  to  come  to  the  bar,  which,  if  he  can  obtain,  be 
does  not  care  a  rush  if  you  and  your  children  after  you*  remain 
black  slaves  as  you  arc  tlioso  ten  thousand  yean  to  come.  Aad 
this  is  die  wortiiy  pair  who,  after  endeavoring  to  blow  up  yoor 
General  Committee,  anA  Jailing  in  the  attempt,  now  go  about 
getting  names  anil  marks  to  their  papers,  one  that  be  may  bo 
called  my  Loiil  at  tlie  Castle,  and  the  other,  tiiat  he  may  wear 
a  big  wig  and  a  black  gown  in  tiie  Four-courts. 

Now  is  it  worth  your  while  to  desert  your  countiynien,  and 
sell  youraelves  and  your  children  to  etrmtd  alaveiy,  for  the 
sake  of  propping  up  two  such  rotten  posts?  What  will  you  get 
by  it?  Is  it  any  music  to  you  to  licar  one  of  these  honest  genUe- 
mcnt  called  ntji  Lord,"  and  another  of  them  « CounseUtH*  i" 
Will  it  put  a  coat  on  your  poor  backs,  or  a  halfpenny  roll  in 
your  children's  bellies?  Ann  two  millioiw  and  a  half  <rf  you, 
wTetched  as  you  arc,  of  less  value  than  two  cwrupt  avM- 
tiotit  and  sclfisli  men?  No,  my  dear  countrymen,  have  no  deal- 
ings vith  them ;  put  your  trust  in  your  Committee ;  they  am 
hont^t  men,  and  never  deceived  you,  because  your  interest  is 
tltoir  inten»t ;  do  not  be  led  out  of  your  way  by  great  men  cr 
their  understrappers,  who  will  speak  you  very  fair,  till  they 
have  gained  their  dirty  ends,  and  then  sell  the  pass  on  you.  A 
great  man,  as  he  Is  called,  very  often  turns  out  a  great  rap,  and 
the  greater  be  is,  tlic  less  likely  he  is  to  take  care  of  you,  or 
your  affairs,  provided  he  can  carry  his  own  Job.  But  I  need  say 
no  more  on  this  head,  because  you  are  a  shrewd  knowing  people, 
who  see  a  thing  very  quick,  and  it  is  not  very  easy  to  impose 
OTi  you.  The  whole  truth  of  tlie  matter  is,  that  Government  are 
frightened  out  of  wliatevcr  wits  they  hail,  for  fear  you  should  unite 
with  your  Protestant  brethren ;  and  well  they  may,  for  they  know 
well  enough  tliat  whenever  that  baf^ieaB,  there  is  an  end  too  at 
once  to  their  heavy  tuing,  and  tMr  dir^  J» 
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sinking  the  public  monry  in  tlelr  own  pockets,  and  building  fine 
])alaces  out  of  tlio  swcRt  and  blood  and  bowels  of  the  peoiric, 
and  then  setting  8«Hindrela  of  policemen  at  their  dom-s  to  ^  alrh 
tliem,  and  making  yott  pay  dearly,  God  knons,  for  all.  All  this 
would  be  stopped  oliort :  whereas  now,  w  hilc  you  and  your  Pn»- 
testant  brethren  are  watrhing  each  ntlier  like  cat  and  mouae^ 
and  ^Tangling  and  sparring  like  foots,  tlicy  get  on  fair  and  casf 
picking  the  pockets  of  both  of  you,  and  laughing  at  yon  into 
the  bargain. 

Now  the  Castle  being  so  e^ger  to  prevent  your  uniting,  is 
the  very  best  reason  why  you  should  do  it :  anil  you  may  take 
it  as  a  safe  rule  when  they  want  you  to  do  any  thing,  to  go  di- 
rectly and  do  what  is  totally  opposite:  do  you  tliink  people  «t 
the  Castle  care  about  you  or  your  suRe rings,  where  all  they  can 
sack  and  wring  out  of  you.  is  too  little  to  divide  among  tbeiB- 
tiehes,  and  buy  votes  in  Parliament  f  Be  assured,  my  dear 
countrymen,  and  read  this  part  of  my  paper  again  and  again 
till  you  have  it  by  heart,  and  teach  it  to  your  little  children,  that 
*^  Irelami  nevfTwilt  be  happy,  nor  a  Jhurisking  country^  imtii 
ymi  have  an  honest  Ooreniment ;  and  that  is  -what  you  never 
ivill  have,  until  we  are  all  nnited  and  oiu  people-^' 

For  God's  sake  and  your  own  sake,  open  your  eyes,  and  let  it 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 


877 


Cify  and  County  oj  Londonderri/. 

Summer  Assizes,  1792. 

Whereas  a  ptqwr  hu  been  circulated  Uirough  this  county, 
signed  "Edwabd  Btbhe,"  purptnting  to  come  fh>in  a  body 
of  men.  styling  themselves  ••Tlie  Sub-OHnmitteeofthe  Catbo- 
lira  of  Ireland." 

We,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Lcmdondorry, 
assembled  at  an  assizes  held  at  Londonden?,  on  the  SOth  day 
of  Jdy,  1798,  feel  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  exiwvss  our  most 
decided  disapprobation  of  such  a  proceeding,  and  to  declare  our 
sentiments  tliereof  by  the  following  resolutions : 

Besdvedi  That,  in  our  apprehension,  the  Constitution  of  this 
Kingdom  is  unacquainted  with  any  such  body  of  men,  m  **  The 
Sub-committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.*' 

Resolved,  That  the  meetings  and  delegations  recommended 
by  such  Sub-committee,  in  tlie  abovemcntioned  paper,  if  adopt- 
ed,  would  tend  to  produce  discontent  and  disorder,  more  espe- 
cially as  tliey  presume  to  say,  That,  by  a  genera)  union  of  the 
Catliolicfl  of  Ireland,  the  objects  they  are  looking  for  hcst  be 
accomplished,  as  expressed  in  flieir  letter,  •'  Wk  sbau.  receire 
it ;"  and  further,  that  "  We  have  the  first  authority  fw  assert- 
•'  ing.  this  ai^lication  will  have  infinite  weight  with  our  gra- 
'<cious  Sovereign,  ami  with  Pariiament,  if  our  friends  are  qual- 
*'  ificd  to  dwlare.  That  it  is  the  universal  wish  of  every  Caflw- 
"  lie  in  the  nation." 

Aeiofved,  That  the  system  of  union  between  the  clergy  and 
laity,  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  Catholic  persuasion  in 
the  abovementioned  paper,  insidiously  conveys  the  idea  of  an 
Iiierarchy,  which  would  cventoally  destroy  the  Protestant  as- 
cendency, the  fiivedom  of  elective  francluse,  and  the  established 
Constitution  of  the  coaniry.  And  that  we  are  determined  to 
support,  with  our  lives  and  fortones,  that  happy  Constitotion, 
as  established  at  the  Revolutitm  of  1688,  and  to  maintain  tiie 
Protestant  ascendency  in  this  Kingdom,  against  every  attempt 
made  to  lessen  or  interfere  wift  it  by  any  body  of  men,  let  their 
union  or  nunihein  Ijc  w  hat  liicy  iiiaj . 

BtKilvfd,    'I'liat  we  lute  and  highly  mipm  itur  Cnthiiltc 
brethren  of  this  Kingdom.  nMlrrcMniti''«'l   U<.r   if  <iiry  a 
Vnu  I— 4s 
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continum- 


look  forward  fur  furthpr  favors,  il  may  not  be  tiirough  die 
ilium  of  committees,  or  surli  piililicAtJons,  but  from  n 
tioii  of  tlic  Humc  well -I'cgu luted  comtuct,  which  has  already  kx- 
lited  the  ittb-iitioa  of  the  legislature  in  their  bcliidf. 
Ucuu  UiLL,  Foreuuui. 


JohH  JIflirr, 

.'iarcws  Ga/;e, 

Ihsh  Lyk, 

Daniel  Patterson, 

miliam  Alexander, 

Da-rid  flojjt,             1 

John  Bar  COS, 

Jama  Paltersm, 

Joiia  Spotsv'ood, 

ffiltiavi  Lechf, 

Robert  Gait, 

J.  C.  BrresforJ, 

Samuel  Curry, 

John  Ferguwn, 

John  Stirling, 

George  .ish. 

mUiam  ito«. 

G.  L.  CHnningham, 

.Indrew  Ktiax, 

Alexander  Foung, 

John  Hart, 

Donu  M-CauiUiRd. 

To  the  Grand  Jury  af  the  City  and  County  nf  J^ndonderry,  ^fifr 
tht  Summer  Aasixes,  ITSC. 
Gentlemen  :  I  liavc  just  seen  your  manifesto  against  ttirw 
millions  of  your  ronntr}  men  :  a  composition  which  does  cquat 
honor  to  your  heads  and  vour  heaiia.  and  nrovea  you  alike  a 
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•ion  that,  wbile  it  compels,  justifies  a  transgression  of  establish- 
ed fomiB ;  that  degree  must  Jostif)'  the  Catholics  in  forming  their 
committees.  Yoa  will  not  allow  them  any  share  in  the  framing 
«f  the  laws,  by  which  tiieir  lives  and  properties  are  to  be  in- 
fluenced ;  yoa  would  put  them  out  of  tlie  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  make  them  outUws  in  their  natite  land ;  it  is  their  bu- 
siseas  to  obtain  their  liberty  if  they  can,  and  bow  are  they  at- 
tempting tfaia?^  Not  by  sending  armed  men  to  dictate  to  the 
legislature,  as  you  righUy,  and,  like  men  e^cr  for  freedomt 
did.  No  :hr  otherwise.  Itisbythefimnationofabody  equally 
unknown  as  ttie  volunteers  of  Ireland,  to  the  princii^  of  the 
constitution,  but  with  whom  they  will  feel  it  no  dishtuKH'  l»  be 
associated  in  that  hackneyed  censure ;  and  for  what  purpose  ? 
DutifuUy,  humbly,  and  cmatitutumaUy  to  petiticHi  their  Smt- 
reign  and  the  Legislature,  ta  be  restored  to  the  rank  of  men, 
and  to  the  oHnmon  protection  which  the  law  should  hold  out  to 
all  peaceable  citizens ;  to  be  rescued  fnun  contempt  and  slavery, 
and  tiio  cruel  necessity  of  being  obliged  to  listen,  and  in  silence, 
to  such  productions  as  the  mauifestu  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  tho 
oounfy  of  DMry.  But,  though  their  committee  be  unacluiow- 
ledged  by  the  Constitution,  in  your  apprehension,  I  hope  they 
are  as  legal  an  association  as  the  committee  in  England  for 
procuring  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Edward  Byrne  is  as 
good  a  signature  as  Granville  Sharpc—their  motivco,  their  line 
of  conduct,  every  thing  is  the  same;  with  this  diSbrence,  that 
the  friends  of  the  Africuis  meet  the  applause  of  all  mankind ;  the 
friends  of  the  more  miserable  Irish  slavcn  have  drawn  down  up- 
on themselves  the  heavy  censure  and  anathrana  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  die  county  of  Derry. 

I  iH|ie,  gentlemen,  in  your  iqiprebension,  tiiat,  as  men,  yon 
nill  admit  tt  is  allowed  to  the  unhappy  to  complain ;  and,  as 
poUticians,  that  it  is  tiie  |«ivilege  of  tho  subject,  when  aggrie\xd, 
to  petition.  The  Catholics  of  Irdand,  degraded  as  they  are, 
are  still  men,  and  what  is  more,  they  are  subjects  :  three  mil-  . 
lions  of  them  cannot  assemble  and  state  thdr  grievances ;  tht^ 
must,  therefore,  act  by  substitution ;  hence  arises  their  cooimit- 
tee ;  certainly  no  legal  ctnporation,  but  as  certainly  no  unlaw- 
ftd  assembly.  They  cannot  sue  or  be  sued,  but  fliey  may,  and 
what  is  more,  f/ify  u-ill,  potition  Uif  I'mltHnn-iil  '>!'  Ii-flaiiil,  nml 
they  will  not  1m^  bullied  nut  of  tlHdd^MlH|JMhjr  jour  pom- 
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pous  otTcrs  of  "your  lives  and  fortunes."  oii  tlie  one  liand.  im 
more  than  they  will  be  iliipeil  out  of  it  hy  your  mmn  aiid  pitifti) 
profession  of  ••  love  and  high  i-raiiect,"  on  ttic  other. 

I  Lave  done  with  your  first  I'esohition :  I  rotoe  to  your  se- 
cond, when  you  take  the  ferula  into  ynur  hands,  and,  like 
good  granimannn.s  as  you  ai-e,  teach  the  tinletW-ed  CaUiolics 
at  once  law  and  language,  tlie  Bjiirit  of  our  conslihilion  ami  tbe 
freedom  of  our  particlps. 

Tou  say  first,  that  "the  meetings  rerominende4  \>y  tho  Sub- 
committee, will  produce  discontent :"  the  conti-arj'  is  tlie  fact,  for 
the  discontent  hai4  prmlured  the  meetings;  as  nietaphyxicuuifli 
tiierefore,  you  liare  confounded  mine  saiA  rffed ;  see  now  how 
you  will  come  off  witli  your  grammar.  You  charge  tlic  con- 
mittce  with  presuming  to  say.  that,  "by  a  general  union  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  the  objects  they  are  looking  for  MtsT  be 
accomplished  :"  and  adding,  as  expressed  in  their  letter,  **  wt 
shall  receive  it'* 

The  learned  Bishop  of  London,  in  a  book,  which.  jicrhiqiSr 
you.  gentlemen,  have  never  se^n,  but  which  is,  notwithstanding, 
of  some  authority,  has  the  following  passage :  *'  ffiU,  in  tlic 
first  person,  singular  and  plural,  promises  or  threatens;  in  tbe 
second  and  third  person,  only  foretells ;  shall,  on  the  contrary, 
in  the  first  person,  simply  foretdU;  now,  gentlemen,  it  may  bo 
necessary  to  acquaint  yini,  that  we,  is  tho  first  {lersoii  plural ; 
consequently,  the  passage  in  the  letter  of  the  committiM',  which 
has  so  pirgued  your  pride,  or  alarmed  yotir  fears,  conveys  not 
the  meaning  which  you  have  cxti-acted  fi*om  it,  but  the  reverse; 
it  is  no  menace,  it  is  a  simple  prophecy.  Your  criticism  mmlnds 
me  of  my  countryman,  who  fell  one  day  inb:i  the  Thames,  and 
after  floundering  for  some  time,  as  you  have  done,  began  to 
roar  out  lustily  "murder!  murder!  Iviiil,  /  wiH  be  drowned, 
and  nobody  SHALL  help  me!"  he,  however,  was  extricated  by 
a  waterman.  I  know  not,  nor  do  I  care,  who  may  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  tlie  county  of  Derry. 

In  your  next  resolution  you  have  shewed  as  much  knowledge 
in  etymology,  as  you  have  aliTatly  of  other  sciences  :  you  talk 
of  "  an  union  between  clergy  and  laity,"  iaiidiously  conveying 
the  idea  of  an  hierarchy,  which  is  to  overthrow  tlic  Protestant 
ascendency— IN  HiERiHCHV  op  iaity!  Good  God,  gentle- 
men! among  thrt-c-and-twcnty  of  you,  was  there  not  our  that 
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Itid  Oretk  enough  to  keep  ^ou  out  of  this  grosg  blunder?  It  is 
a  figure  of  speech  that  would  do  honor  to  Mm.  Malapn^  her- 
self, who  <•  would  never  meddle  with  nnumy,  Jltudona,  para- 
doxtt,  nor  such  inflaniinatory  branches  of  learning."  Perhaps 
all  this  may  be  Oretk  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury ! 

I  pray  you,  let  your  sons  turn  over  their  Lexicons  before  you 
next  meet  to  draw  up  nanifestoes  against  the  liberty  of  man. 
When  you  talk  of  their  ignorance  being  a  plea  for  keeping  the 
Catholics  in  slavery,  I  presume  you  speak  Irom  the  supera- 
bundance of  your  own  litirary  endowments.  If,  however,  liber- 
ty Li  to  be  measured  by  learning,  I  know  not  wherealioats  in 
the  scale  we  are  to  loc^  out  for  tlie  station  of  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county  of  Derry. 

Having  established  this  curious  Lay  Hierarchy,  which  is,  fin* 
your  comfort,  aU  one  in  the  Oretk,  you  express  your  fears  tliat 
it  may  destroy,  not  only  the  Protestant  ascendency,  but,  also, 
the  "  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise."  The  fbeedom  or  a 
VBANCHiBE ! — Tw*  Heaven !  as  Cassio  says,  tliis  is  a  more  ex- 
cellent song  than  the  other,  and  beats  the  Lay  Hierarchy  all  to 
nothing!  Whyi  gentlemen,  you  are  the  very  kings  of  the  dic- 
tkmaiy !  Our  language  wnks  beneatli  you ;  I  really  do  not  know 
whether  most  to  admire,  the  justice  and  liberality  of  your  senti- 
ments, or  the  variegated  and  beautiful  diction  in  which  you  have 
clothed  them.  With  regard  to  the  trash  of  lixet  snAJortvnes,  and 
our  happy  CoFUtifutum,  I  shall  not  condescend  to  notice  it:  but 
I  confess  I  am  ashamed  of  the  contemptible  meanness  of  your 
last  paragraph,  wherein  you  say,  "  you  love  and  highly  respect 
your  Catholic  brethren."  Gentlemen,  you  know  it  is  not  true 
that  you  love  them ;  it  cannot  be,  you  cannot  deceive  yourselves, 
you  camiot  deceive  the  Catholics.  Men  who  framed  such  reso- 
lutions as  yours,  the  oBtipring  of  puzzled  heads  and  contracted 
hearts,  are  incapable  of  feeling  a  true  or  genuine  affectim  for 
their  countrymoi.  It  were  more  for  your  honor  to  have  been 
uniform  and  decided  enemies  to  the  Catholics,  and  to  have 
openly  confessed  it,  than  to  have  attempted  to  throw  over  your 
uiimosify  this  pitiful,  etiuivocating,  profession  of  regard.  It  is 
an  abortive  deception,  which  can  excite  no  emction,  but  con- 
tempt 
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•^*  NotwitI (Standing  Vi\dex*s  opiiiioii  respecting  the  ■ 
tlemen  of  Ihc  Dpiry  Gi-.inil  Jury,  and  liis  doubts  of  their  b 
Kinrero  in  titcir  professions  uf  regard  fr)r  tlic  Catlioltcs  o 
land.  w«  will  venture  to  say,  tlicy  have  gone  fartlier  in  t 
of  that  oppi-cased  body,  than  any  society  or  rlass  of  citizens  li 
yet  attempted.  Tlicy  solemnly  decluv,  Uiat  they  will  tleratt^ 
"THEiB  LIVES  AND  FORTUNES*'  in  Bupport  of  thc  Constito- 
tion.  IIS  e»(1jihii!«liril  at  the  Revolution  of  l68B  :  now.  how  ilid 
the  Catholics  stand  aOer  this  Revolution^  They  enjoyed  the 
ELECTIVE  FRAxrHisE,  and  TRIAL  BT  JURY,  the  verj'  rights 
tliey  are  now  in  pursiiit  of :  norwerctliey  deprived  of  either  un- 
til long  after  tlie  death  of  our  great  deliverer;  so  thattlm  twen- 
ty-three gentlemen,  who  have  afhxeil  tlicir  signaturc-s  to  the 
Derry  resolutions,  stand  pledged  to  thc  Catliolics,  ami  to  their 
country,  that  they  will  sacrifice  their  lives  and  fortunes,  rather 
than  have  their  bretiii-en,  whom  they  so  much  love,  disappointed 
in  tlieir  pitrsuit ;  nothing  but  an  ovei*flonnng  love  for  the  Ca- 
tholics could  have  excused  t)us  declaration  in  the  gentlemen  of 
Derry ;  for  thc  fact  is,  that  oir  Constitution,  stick  as  it  it,  was 
nnt  established  in  1688  ;  there  was  not  an  act  passed  at  that  pe- 
riod, either  favorable  to  us  as  a  people,  or  as  an  independent 
nation;  it  was  in  1782  that  we  oht^ied,  or  recovered,  what  is 
railed  oui-  Constitution. 


3Uply  to  a  pampliJet,  entitled  "  The  Protenlant  Inlereft  in  In 
ascertained."   ff'riltcn  by  T.  fC  Tone,  hit  never  pablished.A 

The  present  question,  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  tvtmct 
to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  Is  of  such  infinite  magnitude  a 
importance,  that  no  man  need  to  apologize  for  publishing  I 
xentiments.  I  shall,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  suhmit  vU 
out  further  preface,  a  few  remarks  on  a  late  publication,  entH 
*'The  Protestant  Intei-est  in  Ireland  ascertaincji." 

Before  I  proceed  to  particulars,  I  must  r-emark,  and  with  g 
satisfaction,  tlie  very  different  manner  in  which  tlie  author  d 
that  work  has  treated  his  subject,  from  those  who  have  embai 
ed  on  the  same  side  with  him.    It  is  no  compliment  to  say  t 
he  far  exceeds  them  all  in  ability  and  in  tem|)er ;  he  writes  li 
a  scholar  and  a  gentleman ;  lie  neither  belieH  nor  abuses  the  b 
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dy  of  men  whose  clainu  he  investigates ;  nettiier  does  he  bluster 
and  call  upon  the  Secretary  to  use  the  wholesome  discipline  of 
Hie  axe  and  tlie  ^bbet  on  all  who  diflfer  in  opinion  fnHn  him. 
He  seemn  to  know  tha^  at  least  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  ar- 
gument is  the  only  means  to  coerce  (pinions ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a 
weapon  which  Iw  exercises  with  uncommon  dexterity ;  perhaps 
with  more  dexterity  than  a  sincere  inquirer  after  tnrth  would 
wish  to  exert  He  is,  for  a  polemic,  in  dlqMites  like  the  present 
to  a  certun  degree  candid  and  reasonable ;  but  it  will  be  my 
task  to  show  that  he  is  far  from  being  as  much  so  as  justioe  to 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics  should  exact,  from  one  vim  was  not 
a  partizan.  Xevertheless,  he  is  an  adversary  of  no  vulgar  note^ 
and  I  heartily  regret  that  such  acuteness,  ingenuity,  and  elo- 
quence, as  he  displays,  are  not  employed  in  a  cause  more  worthy 
of  his  talents  the  cause  of  humanify  and  justice. 

I  shall  follow  hb)  own  order  of  argument,  for  I  am  not  able 
to  devise  a  better,  with  such  references  as  will  enable  our  readers 
to  compare  and  weigh  what  is  said  on  both  sides. 

In  the  very  commencement  of  bis  work  he  seems  a  steady  ad* 
minr,  not  merely  of  establislied  forms,  nliich  no  wise  man  will 
entirely  overlook,  more  than  be  will  invarably  adbeir  to  then, 
but  of  the  state  trick  and  artifice  and  mystery  of  Government 
He  is  apprehensive  that  "  univenal,  unrestricted  Uberty,  tole- 
ration, and  the  rights  of  man."  the  short  vocabulary  of  modem 
political  tuition,  should  shortly  be  made  a  part  ei  the  common 
school  education,  to  be  learned  by  our  sons  with  their  **Jiin 
prxienH."  I  mention  this,  not  as  matter  of  argument^  for  it  oer- 
tunly  proves  notldng,  but  as  a  sample  of  a  prejudice  against  re- 
cent opinions,  which  have,  Itowever,  received  some  approbatioa. 
In  all  sciences,  the  more  uncompounded  are  the  elements,  Ae 
more  certain  is  the  process  to  demonstration.  That  of  Go- 
vernment must  have  its  axioms,  and  its  evidence  will  not  suffix 
by  tbeir  being  ritfav  few  or  simple.  It  might,  ttierefore,  be 
doubted,  whe^r  a  vary  sh<Hl  and  intelligible  code  of  prinriides 
of  legislation,  would  be  such  an  innovation  on  the  present  insti- 
tution of  our  youth,  as  an  honest  and  careful  father  would  violent- 
ly dread.  But  this  pfrint  I  lea\'e  to  inrents  and  tutors  to  settle, 
-  and  hasten  to  what  is  more  grave  and  important 

Hie  case  of  the  Catholics  is  a  hard  one  in  many  respects,  but 
in  none  morp  than  in  thin:  that  whether  they  are  definite  in 
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UicLr  applications  or  not.  lliej  are  fiiiially  crtlain  o(  censure 
and  opposilioii.  Iftlir^v  leavu  Uicirclainvt  o]ien  and  undefiiwd, 
tJicn  Ibc  cr>'  is  "  What  can  we  offer  or  grant  to  men.  »  bo  will 
not  tell  us  wliat  thry  wtmiW  be  at  •"  If,  on  tlip  rontrai-y,  they 
ftiT  specific,  then  il  ix,  •'  A\'hat,  w  ill  you  dictate  tu  Uic  Icgislatnrv 
the  nieasurr.s  \sliich  tJtey  should  adopt  ?  No  !  hail  you  left  it  to 
our  brnevotenre  and  nisdom.  Honiething  might  ha\e  been  done, 
but  a-s  it  is.  you  shall  have  nothing,  or  vhat  is  next  to  nothing." 
Tims  is  that  unfortunate  sect  cl«mally  caught  on  one  or  tiie  other 
lioni  of  the  dilemma.  It  in  for  the  ronvcnienrc  uf  their  pmwnt 
opponejit.  to  take  the  first ;  he  cenHure.s  them  for  the  indefinite 
generalitj- of  their  claims,  and  one  great  object  of  his  book  is  to 
collect  what  he  chooses  to  think  the  real  wishes  of  the  CatholirH 
of  livland. 

Some  of  them,  he  i-cmaiks,  hai  e  come  forward  with  an  ex- 
plicit and  moitcrute  statement  of  iJieir  views,  but  these,  meaning 
IfOrd  Kenmarc  and  hii  adiicrrntH.  have  been  disavowed  by  the 
majority'  (not  however  tlie  most  respectable  part)  of  tlieir  com- 
munity,  who  haie  declared  tltemsclves  of  principles  much  less 
ino<lei-ate.  This  dissension,  tlic  author  insinuatt>H,  is  nearly 
conclusive  gainst  tliem ;  but.  ne\  ertlielesa,  he  is  content  to 
argue  the  (piestion  on  its  merits ;  certainly  no  leiy  great  eflbrt 
of  candor,  in  one  nho  ai'gucs  so  acutely. 
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possible  exertion,  in  a  minwity.  This  was  the  commenccnient 
nf  tlie  fpud  between  his  Lordnhip  and  the  Committee ;  whirlt, 
after  a  variet7  of  bickerings,  for  now  ten  years,  has  at  length 
bcr(Hne  irrfconcileable,  and  let  that  00011117  which  ovos  so  mucli 
to  their  exertions,  judge  whether  such  a  commencement  is  an 
impearhment  of  the  spirit,  wisdom,  or  temper  of  that  commit- 
tee. From  tiiat  day.  his  Lordshij^a  enmity  to  tliose  whom  he 
considers,  and  naturally,  as  the  destroyers  of  the  aristocratic 
superiority  he  held  so  long,  and  used,  I  will  not  say  so  honora- 
bly, lias  been  decided  and  unremitting.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  go 
at  lat^  into  a  defence  of  tlie  Committee,  as  to  their  dissent  trttia 
Lord  Renmare,  or,  to  speak  more  correfTtly,  of  his  dissent  from 
tlicm.  Every  man  who  has  seen,  as  I  believe  moat  men  hare, 
two  papers,  (dated  I4th,  1 5th  Jan.  1792,)  signed  Ed.  B>Titc, 
and  Rd.  M'Coi'mIck,  publiHiied  and  dispersed  by  tliatbody,  and 
authenticated  by  signatures  as  respectable,  tlmugh  untitled,  as 
his  Lordship's,  can  have  no  doubt  remaining  on  the  projmety  of 
their  conduct  and  how  little  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  dissent 
of  tlie  scceders,  whose  ><  rank  andfortunt"  appear  almost  a  deci- 
sive conclusion  against  their  cause. 

In  the  very  threshold  of  his  work,  tlie  author  of  the  *'  JVirfet- 
lant  InUrat  in  Ireland  aieertained,'"  is  directly  convicted,  rither 
of  grass  ignorance,  which  is  his  best  excuse,  or  such  wilful  mis- 
representation as  must  at  once  destroy  his  credit  He  states 
tliat  "  die  sentiments  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  are,  as  he  under- 
stands, deposited  in  the  breasts  (tf  certain  delegates,  deputed  by 
the  body  at  large,  and  funning  a  kind  of  club,  undo:  the  title 
of  tlie  Catholic  Society."  I'his  being  the  only  body  apparently 
constituted  by  authori^  fmn  them,  is  the  only  rnie  of  whose 
proceedings  we  were  warranted  to  take  o^izaoce.  The  sen- 
timents of  thui  society  are  to  be  (bund  in  a  declaration  publialied 
by  tlieiD)  and  signed  by  their  Secretary,  whom  he  choses  to  call, 
in  the  cant  oC  his  party,  «•  one  TlieobiUd  M'Kenna." 

Now,  if  it  were  not  fw  the  attention  which  the  author  pays 
to  the  laws  nf  civility,  and  the  general,  or  at  least  the  apparent 
air  of  candor  which  nins  through  his  worit,  I  should  very  short- 
ly infivm  him  what  1  thought  of  that  sUtenient  As  It  Is,  I 
ahill  only  say  tliat  whoever  was  hia  informant  grossly  misled 
him.  The  Catholic  Society  ia  not  deputed  by  the  body  of  tiie 
Catholics,  nor  by  any  other  body :  they  have  no  manner  of  u- 
Vej.  I — i^ 
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Ihoritj-  from  tliem,  nor  lias  tiie  ilnliu^tion  aliuded  to  any  oj 
Wright  tlian  that  wliirh  tnith  and  justice,  when  held  forth 
superior  tilcnts.  nill  at  all  times  command. 

But,  as  I  am  very  willing  to  bclievo  tlmt  tlic  atitlior  vms  n 
led.  an  1  know  othrr  honest  men  have  been.  1  am  glad  to  t»i 
an  njiportimity  of  cxphiining  to  Uiem  and  the  jiuUlic  hovr 
fact  real]}-  Ntands,   as  to  tliis  Society  aiid  their  dcclanUlai 
which  appears  to  have  given  such  nlarm. 

Tlie  Catholic  Society  is  n  voluntary  tuMocialinn  or  gmtleiD 
which  has  had  existence  lor  about  six  montlis.     It  ccHita 
many  names  of  high  rank  for  wealtii  and  ability  in  Uiat  co 
niunion.  and  was  founded  for  tlie  express  pur^iose.  of  mnovlng 
ligious  prejudice,  and  holding  foi-lh  to  tlieir  Protestant  brvlfart 
such  information  as  might  tend  to  obliterate  the  memoiy  of 
di.ssensions.    They  are  ncitlic r  de])utcd  nor  delegated,   itoi 
they  represent  any  body  or  dej^cription  of  men  whatsoever :  the 
ore  invested  with  no  powers ;  tliey  form  no  part  of  tlie  Catlw 
lie  Constitution,  if  1  may  so  cxpiTss  myaell^  but  are,  to  all  ti 
tents  and  purposes,  a  mere  private  club ;  who,  nererUieles 
have,  like  all  other  clubs,  a  right  to  publish  their  opiiilonSf 
(hey  choose  to  do  so,  and  to  be  at  tlie  expense  of  it 

But  tliere  is  another,  and  a  very  different  body,  whom  son 
men,  from  ignorance,  and  many  more  frmn  much  worse  moth'e 
choose  tu  confound  with  tiiis  club.  I  mean  t)ie  General  Conuoil 
tee  of  the  Catiiolics  of  Ireland,  established  for  twenty  ye«n, 
body  consisting  of  their  Peers,  their  Prelates,  their  landed  Gen 
trj-,  and  their  Burgesses,  who  are  returned  by  the  body  of  th 
people.  I'his  is  t)ie  representative  of  the  will  of  the  CathoUct 
aatl  for  its  acts  only  are  tJiey  responsible.  Tlib  is  the  bod^ 
which  is  now  humbly  and  dutifully  applying  to  tlie  Legislator 
foi-  relief.  They  are  not  tlie  autliorn  of  the  dcclai-ation,  Htgna 
Theobald  M*Renna,  with  which  tlicy  havcnomm^concenitlia 
any  other  body  of  men  in  tlie  kingdom.  In  a  word,  tlie  Catha 
lie  Society  is  no  more  tlie  Genci-al  Committee,  tlian  Hie  Wbii 
Club  is  tlio  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  though  it  may  ap 
pear  that  some  individuals  arc  members  of  both  societies 
it  would  be  Just  as  reasonable  and  efjuitable  to  make  the' 
ponding  bodies  mutually  rcstwiuible  in  the  onecaMasfai 
other. 
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After  tlufl  Btatemcnt,  which  no  man  can  denjr  to  be  the  tnrth, 
it  is  ob^ioufi*  that  so  much  of  ttie  author's  ailment  as  is  de- 
duced from  tlio  antfaori^  of  the  declaratioii  of  the  Catholic  So- 
ciety, is  extremely  veokeoed,  if  not  entirely  destroyed.  Admit- 
ting what  degree  oT  imprudence  be  may  please  in  that  compo- 
aition,  I  have  only  to  deny  it  to  be  the  act  of  the  Cattwlks,  and 
lea%-e  tlie  questioa  ao.  But,  feeling,  ■■  I  do,  the  tniA  and  jua- 
tice  of,  I  may  say,  every  aentiment  contained  in  it,  1  will  not 
shrink  ftom  the  innstigation ;  I  will  mippose  it  to  contain  the 
real  (^nions  and  feelings  of  the  Cattwiics  of  Ireland,  and  I  wilt 
meet  the  anttur  on  the  ground  which  he  lias  himself  choaeik 

Id  examuung  their  claims  in  detail,  as  crnitained  in  the  de- 
clarati<w,  which  I  once  for  all  request  may  be  remembered  aa  a 
mere  private  act  of  a  dub,  and  no  official  statemeat,  the  antlMff 
again  comphuss  that  they  are  indeterminate ;  however,  be  pro- 
pose:) to  render  them  more  definite,  for  wtiich  task  he  is,  at  least 
by  log^ical  predsion,  well  qualified ;  and  then  he  gives  a  copious 
extract  from  the  paper  which  he  purposes  toexamine.  The  first 
specific  objection  Ls  "that  the  Catholics  claim  due  weight  tat 
« their  pnqwrty,  and  reAoMlencouragementfortheirchildren'H 
"  merit,  but  they  do  not  state  what  {MVportion  of  wei^t  or  eo- 
*'.counigeraent  may  appear  due  or  rational,"  (page  9.)  I  pre- 
sume that  the  words,  asusedherc^  signiiy  neither  more  oor  less 
than  that  [voperty  in  the  hands  of  Catholics  should  have  the 
sune  weight  as  in  the  hands  of  any  other  sect  in  tbe  country, 
and  that  merit  in  tbeir  children  should  meet  the  sante  encourage- 
ment Wltatever  objection  these  unnatural  wialies  may  lie  under 
with  stmie  men,  aa  being  imi»tident,  they  certainly  are  neither 
vague  nor  (dwcure,  itort  in  my  t^iinion,  uqjust  or  uoreasonahle. 

The  Ca^lic  Society  says,  "  Hat  they  will,  at  all  tirae% 
•'  use  all  their  power  and  all  tbe  infiucnce  tiiey  possibly  can 
'•exert,  to  procure  tiie  removal  of  dwir  disqualifications,  and  tbe 
"repeal  of  tbe  laws  by  which  tbey  are  aggrieved  at  Bonuat  Co- 
••fAoIics" — ^whuJi  is  interpreted  by  ^  author  to  signify  that 
they  wiU  endeavor  to  n^eal  and  remove  eveiy  law  of  the  land, 
and  every  eetahlidiment  <rf'  our  omstitution,  by  which  Ibcy  are 
ai^rioved  as  Roman  Catholics,  (page  1 1 ) ;  to  which  I  shall  add, 
'<  and  not  merely  as  dismnling  Erom  ttte  established  church,** 
bra  reason  which  riiall  aj^ar  in  its  pl«cr. 


Tta  Clholir,  d„|i„,  ^, 

iii»gu»ti.,Bmii.i„ru,.p™,ij! 

"101-  iin*.s»c8  I,,  raimjijjj, . 
«J's  »  rursory,  mSSr// 

pinal  1,,.,  i,  T».r-     " 

«"r       //'/.-/■■"•-c.  ,5.  ,Tj, '"«•«■.  Ike.    I 

'"«"«•  Office  sTw        P"l«»e  o.J.^f'""-  i« 
"  ""  l»«o„  Te  """"'"»'»»Tr  °"  '"''■  «^ 
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conviction,  be  disabled  to  sue  in  law  or  in  equify,  to  be  gimr- 
dian,  executor,  «*  adminiBtrator,  to  take  any  legacy  or  deed  ot' 
gift,  or  bear  any  office,  and  siiall  forfeit  goodB  and  cliattels  for 
e^-cr,  and  lands  for  life.  It  is  a  maxim,  at  least  of  natural  jus- 
tice, tliat  the  pnwf  in  ail  cases  shall  be  strict,  in  proportion  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  oflbnco  and  weight  of  the  penalty.  Is  it  so 
hrtv^  Fai'  fWun  it.  Any  justice  of  peace  may,  on  information 
that  a  child  has  been  thus  sent  abroad,  sunnion  befwe  him  all 
perscms  chained,  or  luMpeded,  to  ha\x  been  cmcemed  therein, 
whom  he  shall  examine,  mtlumt  oath,  and  any  other  persons, 
on  oath,  and  iC  to  his  n-isdmn,  it  shall  a{^ar  prob^lo  tliat  ttits 
act  has  been  ti-ansgressed,  he  shall  bind  over  the  parties  and 
witnesses,  in  any  sum  not  less  than  £200,  to  appear  attlie  next 
quarter  sCfuiion ;  and,  if  before  that  tribunal  it  ^all  appear  pro- 
bate t}iat  the  sending  cliargcd  was  contraiy  to  tliis  act,  tlie 
person  accused  shall  be  c(»npclled  to  prore  a  tugoHre,  or,  fail- 
ing tiierein,  riiall  incur  the  pains  and  penalties,  tlie  foi-feitoi-c 
being  equally  divided  between  the  Crown  anil  the  informer. 

But  ttiis  is  not  all.  What  I  ba>-c  stated  afitctstheparty  send- 
ing, who,  being  generally  of  mature  age,  and  on  the  spot,  may, 
if  he  can,  make  out  a  defence.  But  what  becomes  of  the  unfor- 
tunate in&nt  who  is  sent  In  the  Arst  place,  he  is  convicted 
where  he  can  make  no  defence,  by  the  conviction  of  the  person 
sending,  which  concludes  him  to  all  intents.  He  becomes  at 
once  subject  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  art  It  is  vain  to 
allege  his  tender  years,  the  want  of  consent,  the  impomibility 
of  resistance  to  tiie  will  of  a  parent  or  guardian.  That  humane 
and  paternal  regard  which  our  lav^show  in  all  c&ses  to  minors, 
is  dead  to  him.  He  is  outlawed  by  a  process  to  which  he  is  no 
party,  and  where  he  can  make  no  defence.  'I^crc  is.  however, 
one  chance  yet  for  the  reversal  of  liis  attainder.  If  he  lives  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  be  able  on  his  return  to 
prme  a  lUgtUive,  as  in  the  former  case,  that  is,  to  show  that  he 
was  not  sent  contrary  to  the  act,  he  riiall  be  released  from  all 
the  pcnaltiefl,  lave  and  exerpt  the  lohoU  of  hia  geodt  and  cAirfMi, 
and  ail  the  prtjfita  of  hit  tanda,  front  the  time  of  kit  heiitg  lent  to 
IhedayofhiaacquittaL  So  that  tliia  moderate  penalty  is  annex- 
ed in  the  case  of  an  infant,  not  to  any  crime  or  delinquency  on 
Mb  part,  but  as  a  punisliment  for  the  mififortunc  at  hffir" 
rnnrd  an  unjuii  and  tnfmiiitd  fiupKUW,  pronA4 
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If  these  two  latter  sccis  vrctv  cxoiwrstwl  from  all  ecdesiiwtical 
cliarges,  saie  only  nucIi  as  tJi«v  might  vuliintarilv  impose  on 
tlicmselves,  uJitl  if  tlirtw  diargi's  nrre  rantinupd  by  HUHutf  an 
ihti  C'alliolics.  ami  on  thrtn  <miIv.  ilu-n  ttipir  iliTinration  ini^t 
bear  tb(-neti8c  contrmleil  for  b\  tJic  uutlior:  but  until  tliut  raM 
be  sbonn  to  lie  so,  Uic  plain  ami  obt  iouH  wruii.'  of  the  derlara- 
tioii.  an  f»r  as  it  can  be  tliouglit  to  lieitr  it|Nm  tlir  Chiircli.  ia^ 
evidcntlv.  tliat  the  CaUiolics  wish  to  Btaiiil  like  aiiv  othrriMCt 
of  ChristianH.  not  established  by  tln^  law  of  the  land. 

Kor  the  other  part,  (the  en(li?avor  to  impvtle  or  witlihtrfd  I 
ation  for  the  support  trf'  a  GovemtiK'iit  in  wbirh  tliry  haveflH 
^arc)  it  is  too  idle  to  de.serve  any  answer.  Docs  tlic  writor  4 
any  sober  man.  tliink  tliat  tho  Catliolics  have  nnr  nurb  idi 
The  fallary  lies  in  taking  tlie  w-ordn  of  their  drelaratioti,  i 
in  U11  ob\ious  and  popular  scn»e,  but  in  the  most  gt-nrral  i 
unqualified  constj-urtion  of  lunguage.  'Die  intfntioTi  €>f  i 
Catliulics,  even  in  tlie  meaning  contended  fur.  is  not  unlj  I 
Qoceiit,  but  Inglily  latidable.  They  will  not  withhold  nor  o 
taxes  for  tlie  support  of  Goveranieut,  though  tlicy  have  no  ^ 
in  it,  but  they  will  endeavor,  fairly  and  temp<>i'atoly,  to  oMaiBr  J 
such  a  sliaiT  in  the  representation  of  the  i>eopie.  as  thoJF  |Ji»  I 
pei-ly  and  numbers  may  ascei*tain  to  be  reasonable.  And  I 
this  process,  even  on  tlic  construction  of  their  nilversary,  tbey 
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purpose  of  rowing  application  to  the  Legislature  on  behalf  of 
tltc  Catliolioit  wliich  Sub-committee  bad  recei^-od  the  unani- 
mous tlianks  of  the  body  at  large,  and  instnictions  to  perse- 
vere in  tlie  same  lino  of  conduct,  and  this  but  a  week  before 
the  iima  of  moving  those  remlutionB.  These  resolutions,  which 
tmpcrscdcd  those  attempted  so  inaidiously  hj  Lord  Kcnmare 
and  his  party,  are  as  follow: 

I.  ^*Baolved,  That  we  approve  of  tlie  past  conduct  of  our 
«  Sub-committee  and  confide  in  their  future  diligence  and  zeal, 
"  for  makiag  such  applications  to  the  Legislature  aa  may  be 
"  deemed  expedient,  for  obtaining  a  further  relaxation  of  the 
"jicnal  laws." 

s.  t<  Reiolved,  That  vat  refer  to  the  petitim  intended  to  be 
"  pi-escntcd  in  tiie  last  session,  as  a  criterion  of  our  sentiments, 
"and  that  ve  arc  ready  to  renew  our  declarations  of  loyalty  ta 
"the  King,  attachment  to  tlie  constitution,  and  obedience  to 
*'  the  laws,  whenever  tlie  Legislature  shall  require  it" 

The  resolutions  proposed  by  Lord  Kenmare*8  party,  whidi 
are  in  every  body's  hands,  it  is  evident,  from  looking  at  tiie 
very  first  of  them,  could  not  be  adopted  by  tiie  General  Com- 
mittee, without  a  strong  and  direct  censure  on  tiieir  Sub-com- 
mittcc,  tlicn  actually  in  employ,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  gross 
and  foolish  inconsistency  in  themselves,  who  ttad  but  the  week 
before,  thanked  tliat  very  Sub-committee,  which  they  were  now, 
without  any  fault  alleged  or  proved,  incited  to  supersede.  Hie 
Committee,  therefore,  considered  the  measure  to  be,  what  it 
undoubtedly  was,  an  insidious  attempt  to  divide,  and  by  divid- 
ing, to  destroy,  and  subvert  the  character  and  respectabili^ 
of  their  o\i'n  body ;  and  when  his  Lordship  thought  proper  with 
his  adherents  to  witlidraw,  and  not  only  ao,  but  to  publish  his 
resolutions,  and  thereby,  as  far  as  in  htm  lay,  to  impeach  and 
villify  the  Committee,  he  did,  in  effect,  declare  war  first,  and 
if  he  has  forfeited  thereby  all  claim  to  the  attachment  and  con- 
fidence of  the  Catiiolics  of  Ireland,  he  has  none  to  accuse  but 
his  own  weakness,  or  the  wickedness  of  his  adnscrs. 

I  know  I  am  giiing  this  Noble  Lord  a  consequence  he  does 
not  merit,  by  considering  him  as  so  much  implicated  in  the  pre- 
sent quextion ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  when  his  resolutions  are  read 
by  people  who  are  ignorant  of  tiie  facts,  and  who  a 
learned  that  he  was  hanged  in  effigy  by  the  n 
Vol.  1—50 
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thought  it  was  tnctrly  for  the  Rpii-it  of  tlicse  resolutitkiM, 
not  at  all  for  the  innlicioiis,  artTiil,  mid  wirkcd  intrnt  witli  whidk 
thoy  were  intmiluceii ;  whI  for  this  reiumii  onlv  lta»  it  broi 
thought  necf&s^ry  t<i  go  90  fully  into  the  biiMJiieNx.  tu*  fur  an  hi» 
Lordship  is  concetned  in  iC  Let  ub  now  return  tu  llic  arga* 
mcnt 

The  author  states  on  the  autlioHly  of  tJie  fend  bctwwn  I^onl 
Renmare  and  the  committee,  (p.  20.)  "That  tlie  Catholirs  liave 
"determined,  tliat  no  (jiiaUKcatiunit  of  time  or  rln'tiinNtonre* 
'•  ought  to  restrict  their  demands :  tliat  tiiey  will  not  hr  sati«rin} 
••  hj  a  gradual  rxtrnsion  of  indulgences  from  tlip  Lr^Hlitturr. 
"  but  tliat  nothing  le&i  than  an  immediate  and  rntirt-  it'|iC3il  of 
"  all  tlie  laws  by  whicli  they  ai-c  aggrieved,  an  Roman  Catbft- 
*'  lic»t,  will  entirely  content  tliem."  I  bust  tliat.  frum  ihc  ex- 
planation given  of  that  business,  it  apfieara  they  hnxc  drtrr^ 
mined  no  such  thing;  and  I  shall,  in  the  course  of  tlii^t  wiirk, 
pmvc  it  beyond  a  possibility  of  tloiibt.  For  tlie  prcRent.  how- 
ever, we  will  suppose,  but  not  admit  his  statement  to  be  accord- 
ing to  the  fact,  and  let  him  draw  bis  inference.  For  tliis  pnr- 
pose,  be  considers  tlie  question  in  two  points  of  view ;  first,  as 
matter  of  right,  and,  secondly,  as  matter  of  policy. 

I'o  tlic  first  [mint,  he  sets  out  witli  entering  a  solemn  protest 


J 
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<*  The  ad^ticfttes  of  the  Catholics,"  says  the  Author,  *<  advance 
«  a  sweeping  little  Hyllogism.  Men  have  no  right  to  be  bound  hj 
**  la«-it  to  which  tiiey  did  not  actually  consent  But  ttie  Roman 
**  Catholics  never  gave  their  consent  to  the  penal  laws ;  tbcrc- 
"  fore  tliey  have  no  right  to  be  bmtnd  by  tliem."  (p.  24.)  It  is  not 
by  Hyllogisms  that  men  are  argued  into  lib«-ty ;  nor  by  BOphis- 
try,  as  I  trust,  tliat  they  can  be  argued  out  of  it  I  confess  I 
dislike  abstmct  reasoning  on  practical  subjects.  I  am  buried  in 
matter.  Wben  I  feel  a  grievance  pinch  me  sorely,  I  look  neither 
for  tlie  major  nor  the  minor  of  a  proposition,  or  syllogism,  but 
merely  for  the  proximate  cauSE^  and  the  poaubility  of  removing 
it  The  antiior,  however,  is  determined  to  argue  logically,  and 
I  must  if  I  can,  follow  his  method.  Hie  fkllacy  of  the  above 
conclusion  is  found,  according  to  him,  in  the  minor  proposition ; 
for  the  Roman  Catliolirs  did  emient,  as  appears  by  their  enjoy- 
ing some  at  least  of  the  bencfita  of  the  Government  which,  ac- 
rording  to  Locke,  is  a  virtual  or  tacit  consent  1  am  no  great 
admirer  of  tills  kind  of  constructive  consent  which  is  advanced 
as  an  argument  to  control  the  eflbrta  of  three  millions  of  people, 
cainicst  after  liberty.  I  nish,  as  much  as  poasihic,  to  realize 
arguments  into  existence.  I  will  ask  any  Catholic  in  the  king- 
dom, "  Sir  do  you  consent  to  the  penal  laws,  which  grind  you  to 
powdo*?  Wiilyou  be  content  to  remain,  politically,  aslavef  Will 
you  leave  your  son  without  power,  or  franchise,  or  education  >" 
Wliat  would  be  liis  answer  ?  Would  he  attend  to  any  man  who 
should  preach  up  to  him  a  scholastic  doctrine  of  implied  consent 
to  what  liis  iieart  bums  witliin  him  to  repel  f  No:  he  would  tell 
me,  •'  I  have  a  respect  for  even  unjust  laws ;  I  will  acquiesce 
under  them,  but  I  will  never  be  so  base  as  to  belie  every  Cceling 
of  a  man,  and  allow  that  I  consented  to  tiic  perpetual  slavery 
oT  myself,  and  of  what  is  beyond  rnmparison  more  galling,  of 
my  children."  1  know  there  is  no  logic  in  this,  hut  I  think  there 
Is  human  natures 

It  may,  however,  be  matter  of  doubt  whetitcr,  on  the  ground 
even  of  legal  r^ht,  the  rjiiestion  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics  be  so 
onten^le  as  many  think  it  Pai-liamentA  may  do  many  things, 
and,  undoubtedly,  ha\'e  done,  some  very  strange  ones.  Tbey  are 
omnipotent  in  the  opinion  of  an  oracle  of  our  law,  Tet  many 
men  have  doubted  the  legalify  of  that  act  of  the  British  legiala- 
tnre.  which  prolonged  the  existence  of  Utt  Howe  of  C 
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I'l-ani  tlirec  to  Hrrrn  j-enrs:  aiic)  tlio  reason  oi  thcii'  fkiubfa  vnts, 
rhnttlicy  qui'stiuiied  the  power  urtli:it  Huiisi^  to  fUsfi'anrhm'  tlie 
jwoplr  of  England  for  four  jem-;*.  as,  bj  tiiat  wt,  tlif y  undoubt- 
edly (lid.  '['Iicy  were  drpntfil  to  make  laws,  not  tegitUt/ora, 
Now,  if  tills  ai-guinent  Uc  founded,  apply  tlic  principles  to  that 
act  wliicli  depri>Ml  tlie  Catliolirx  of  tlie  right  of  sufTragr.  Un- 
doubUidh'  tliry  votcA  at  tJie  clectioiM  of  that  Parliament,  nnd 
M-ry  pi-obably  spvcral  of  tliem  sale  in  tliat  hiaise.  E»  ery  fire- 
kolder  is  for  so  inucli  a  legislator,  and  cci'tainly  he  never  de- 
puted his  power  to  his  representative,  for  tlie  ptirposc  of  its  being 
annihilated.  Parliament  'ft'eiv  to  make  laws,  not  to  unmake  the 
power  from  »  hick  themselves  were  hut  an  emanation.  If  tli<^ 
(tad  a  rigiit.  in  EngUuul,  to  prolong  their  rxistenre  for  Tour 
,1  ears,  w  hy  not  for  forty  f  It,  in  li-eland,  to  disfranchise  all  the 
Papists,  why  not  all  the  Prottstants  ?  Why  no*  perpetuate  the 
piTsent  House  of  Commons,  and  supply  occasional  vacancies  bj 
nominations  of  ttieir  own  ?  I  mention  tliis  to  show  how  unwise 
it  is  in  thoir  adversaries  to  dritc  the  question  Ui  mere  right. 

>•  Diit,"  says  tlie  autlior.  ■'  the  law  is  now  settled."  and  tbei^ 
conscious  of  tlie  w  eakiiess  of  liLs  argument  he  falls  violently  oo 
PaineN  theory.  t)iat  every  age  and  generation  must  he  as  tree 
to  act  for  itself  in  all  cases,  as  the  ages  and  generations  w  hicb 
pifceded  it :  a  theorj-  which  will  not  now  he  easily  shaken,  until 
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What  is  the  miBchicf  attending  this  theory  of  Paine  ?  That 
there  can  bo  no  settled  government  ?  Certainly  notliing  nas  e\'er 
more  unfair  than  this  deduction,  nor  more  false  in  fact  Paine's 
meaning  is  so  obvious,  that  it  muid:  bo  sometliing  worse  than 
dulnens  which  can  misunderstand  it.  It  is  clearly  this,  that 
no  generation  is  so  far  bound  by  a  precedent  one,  as  not  to  be 
able,  when  dreimutatuxa  reqtdn,  to  break  the  tie.  The  acta  of 
our  ancestors  are  binding,  not  by  their  authority,  but  by  our 
acquiescence,  which  gives  them  a  sanction ;  we  adopt  and  make 
them  our  own  by  our  voluntary  act ;  and  let  it  not  be  imaged 
that  laws  will  therefore  want  efi^  or  governments  pennanen- 
cy.  The  people  will  no  more  sacrifice  good  ones  to  a  mere  the- 
ory,  than  they  will  be  bound,  irrevocably,  to  bad  ones,  by  the 
magic  of  a  tacit  consent,  which  they  never  heard,  nor  were  con- 
scious ot  It  is  a  common,  yet  a  very  gross  falsehood,  to  say 
the  people  are  froae  to  change.  They  are  not.  lliey  always 
bear  ojqpresaion  as  long,  and  longer,  than  Iliey  ought;  and  he 
who  maintains  the  contrary,  advances  an  old  and  idle  common 
place,  unsupported  by  ai^ument,  by  experience^  by  history,  and 
by  human  nature^ 

But  why  all  tiiis  bustle  about  mere  right,  on  one  side,  and 
tacit  consent,  on  the  other  f  llie  Catholics  have  been  actually 
in  bonds  for  one  hundred  years;  and,  whatoer  the  original 
violence  or  injustice  of  their  deprivation  might  hai-c  been,  tlicy 
have  adopted  a  line  of  conduct  which  settles  the  ilinpute  at  once. 
They  come,  with  at  least  sufficient  humility,  to  petition  the  legis- 
lature, and  they  advance  no  right ;  they  request,  only ;  they 
daim  nothing.  It  is,  tlicrefore,  unnecessary  for  any  purpase,  un- 
less to  supply  food  for  ingenious  at^ ument,  longer  to  debate  the 
question  of  right  It  Is,  however,  too  convenient  for  the  author, 
in  that  point  of  view,  readily  to  part  with  it  He  therefore  goca 
on,  (p.  as,)  "The  Roman  Catholics areprrsons possessing pro- 
"  perty  under  Government  lltey,  therefore,  have  given  their 
"  consent,  and  are  bound  to  obedience  to  the  present  Govem- 
**  ment,  and  ought  to  obey  the  legislature,  as  it  exists,  composed 
"  of  King.  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  all  matters  of  public  con- 
'<  cem.  They  can,  therefore,  have  no  right  to  dictate  to,  or 
<(  command  them.  Their  present  application,  tlierefore,  cannot 
"  he  die  demand  of  a  riglit"  They  are  bound,  not  merely  by 
this  constructive  consent  but  by  their  own  admbtsion,  in  ttpgij- 
ing  to  the  legislature  for  relief.  But,  pertiapA,  tha  hat  jppf 
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that  tlicy  are  boiiud  is  tlieii-  pnliticitl  alavcrj-  Tor  one  bundrrd 
j'cai-s :  for  tliLs  is  matter  of  fact.  But  tlic  dvdurtion  or  dib 
argument  in  as  fallaciuiui  rs  all  tlii^  jH'eiiiiseN  nre  iit  titin  ila;  on- 
necpsHary.  Thi-  aiiUior  ronfounils  right  ti»  demand,  wltli  right 
to  seize,  or  mere  rigliU  Tlie  Cntlmlirs  liav«  iieitlier  demandtd 
norseizeit — tliey  liatcNiied.  If  1  liave»nest.iteiii\iuKtiy  witfalwU 
fiiim  me,  it  is  my  right,  but  I  must  nTover  it  by  law.  If  I  Inula 
man  my  watch,  and  lie  i-efiises  to  I'ctui-Ti  it.  it  is  still  my  rigktr 
and  1  may  demand  it,  but  I  may  not  knock  him  down  nml  take 
it  by  forre;  I  must  ujtjily  ti>  tlic  country.  Apply  ttiin  priiiripte 
to  the  Catlioiics. 

The  author  at  last  admits,  (page  28)  aUcp  having  ^iifHcirntt 
shown  his  ability  on  the  (luestiuii  of  i-iglit,  tlint  it  in  pinin  I 
CaUiolics  tliemsclves  do  not  ron^iider  their  claims  us  loatte 
right :  tlieir  langutige,  thougli  bold,  is  still  ratlici'  tttnt  of  a 
eitiition  than  of  demand ;  but  in  a  note  he  subjoins  that,  i 
the  writing  of  that  pamphlet,  tliey  had  betrayetl  a  swelling  ■ 
menacing  nyirit.  To  tliiii  tlic  only  answer  that  ran  bo  ^Vfln'4 
a  dii-ect  contradiction.  It  is  on  htm  to  sup))oi-t  the  fitrt,  we  hoi 
tlie  negative,  which,  perhaps,  in  the  e(|uitable  siiirit  of  1 
penal  law's  which  he  supports,  he  may  rail  upon  us  to  ] 
It  is  a  vile  calumny,  and,  considering  their  suppliant  state,  a 
cruel  and  unmanly  one  to  charge  tlie  imfoi'tunate  Catholicft  witli 
hoicling  the  language  of  hostility  anil  intimidation.  Wlicn  liave 
they  done  bo  ?  Who  has  heard  it  ?  WJio  has  seen  it  I  One  good 
Protestant  after  another  picks  up  tlic  cry  till  it  bcccMues  a  ge- 
neral choiiis;  yet  not  one  iniliiidual  of  the  pack  can  shew 
where  he  hit  olT  the  scent.  Once  moi-c,  I  deny  the  fiict ;  let  ottr 
calumniators  prove  it  if  they  can. 

Again  :  1  am  reluctantly  compelled.  I  hope  for  the  last  time',  to 
return  to  ther|uest3on  of  right  "ThcCatholics,"sayHhe,{pagce9) 
"declaiv.  that  their  exertions  shall  be  consistent  with  theli- duty 
"  to  the  Civil  Magistrate,  therefore,  they  acknowledge  the  obli> 
*'  gation  of  submission  to  tlie  Magistrate,  and,  of  course,  t»  tha 
'•  Goveinunent  constituting  him.  Tliey  cannot,  therefore^  demand* 
"  as  a  right,  principles  wliich  go  to  the  infringement  of  that  C 
"  vemment." 

In  tlie  first  place,  on  behalf  of  the  Catlmlics,  I  protest  a 
the  possibility  of  suspicion  of  want  of  attachment  lo  the  roiu 
tution.     In  the  next  place,  what  dm-jt  tin-  author  mean  by  ij 
ai-giuncnt ',  Is  a  dutU'ul  submission  to  the  lana  m  itnofStJi 
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patiblc  with  a  peaceable  endeavor  1o  procure  tite  rqieal  of  ono 
obnoxious  statute  ?  Are  tlie  citizens  of  Dublin  di-iiojal  iu  seek- 
ing the  abrogation  of  tlic  inf^oun  police  law  ?  If  the  principle 
laid  down  in  the  last  sentence  be  right,  then  a  Oorcniment, 
however  ni^just  or  tyrannical,  which  is  once  established,  is  es- 
tablished forever,  for  every  altei-ation  for  the  better  would  be  a 
principle  which  would  go  to  the  infriagement  of  that  Gorcm- 
ment,  and  the  subject  could,  tlierefore,  nc\er  dhnand  itsa  ari^Af. 
Usurpation  becomes  immortal ;  the  Barons  who  extorted  Magna 
Charta  traitors ;  the  Parliament  under  Charles  L  ivbcls,  and 
all  declaratory  laws  nonsense.  Was  not  our  Revolution  in  17B2 
an  infringement  on  the  principles  of  tlie  British  Govciniment? 
yet  who  among  us  hesitated  to  demand  it  as  a  right? 

The  autlior  admits,  at  last,  tliat,  if  tlic  Catliolics  have  not 
mere  right,  they  have,  at  least,  atolei-able  case  in  equit}'.  (page 
SO.)  ^  It  in  tlieir  strong  gi-nund,  and  hud  it  not  been  for  tlicir 
"own  injatuated  intemperance,  miglit  haie  been  ca]iable  of  an- 
"swcring  most  of  their  purposes.  But  they  have  jnssed  all 
'*  bounds  of  discretion  and  decency ;  and  the  failure  of  their 
"projecto  will  be  owing  to  tlic  tirtraragance  ot  thcir/o//j(." 
TIiU  is  mora  of  that  unfounded  calumny  from  which  the  Ca- 
tholics have  already  endured  ho  much,  and  to  which  it  is  impos- 
sible  to  reply  but  by  direct  negation.  How  very  oddly  do  we 
denominate  the  feelings  of  Catliolics!  In  them,  a  wish  to  edu- 
cate and  advance  their  children  is  **  infatuated  intemperance ;" 
tointermaiTy  with  Protestants  is  "bivakingtlirough  tiic  sacred 
bounds  of  discretion  and  decency ;"  but  to  seek  a  par^  however 
subordinate  in  the  administration  of  that  Government  to  which 
they  so  largely  contribute,  is  "the  wildest  extravagance  of 
folly." 

The  whole  equity  of  their  case,  says  the  autlior,  will  be  found 
reducible  to  three  points  :  "  1st  They  claim  the  natural  riglits 
"  of  men;"  <*  2d.  There  is  no  reason  why  tiiesc  rights  should 
"  now  be  witfaholden  from  them,  for  tlie  causes  of  the  infliction 
'<  of  tiieir  disabilities  has  ceased,  and  they  have  shown  them- 
"  selves  descn'ing  of  every  indulgence :"  '*  3il.  To  Uiis  indul- 
•'  gescc,  the  numbers  of  the  sufferers  is  an  additional  ei|tiitalde 
"  inducement."  To  the  first  it  is  only  necessary  to  say,  tliat  it 
is  not  the  natural  rights  of  man,  but  tlic  political  rights  f' 
rena,  that  we  are  to  argue  upon ;  to  the  las^  Hm 
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bCTs,  tiie  author  says,  » it  ia  rlcirly  but  a  rolUtentl  and  ■  de- 
*'  pcn^frnt  ronsiilcratian.  If  their  case  be  nnt  gooil  in  its  meritst 
<'  no  Htrrngtli  of  numbers  can  make  it  so;  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
"  intpnrl<-d  to  rest  tlie  matter  on  an  argument  of  force ;  if  It  htt 
*<  it  must  be  answered  in  kind.  Uut  till  I  hear  it  asserted  tlwt 
"number  and  jiixtire  arc  svnommous  terms,  I  shall  roUow  tte 
«  old  way  of  estimating  the  rectitude  of  the  formn-,  hy  (be 
**  principles  of  the  latter."  To  tliis  1  answer,  that,  though  lUIBI* 
'  bers  should  pro^e  nothing  as  to  the  merits,  whieh  is  allowing 
I  too  much,  yet,  if  tlieir  rase  sliould  prove  founded  in  JusUce,  tt 
makes  a  very  material  difference  as  to  the  cspedienry  of  attend- 
ing to  tlicir  complaints.  I  am  far  from  wisliing  to  bully  the  Lr- 
-  ^stature,  yet  1  cannot  help  often  tliinking  that  periwp!*  thrw 
ntillions  of  people,  now  in  Ireland,  arc  disconli'nted.  nm),  wilt 
reason,  with  many  of  our  laws.  To  u  arn,  says  Burke,  is  not  to 
men  arc. 

Wc  are  now  arrived  at  the  Fwcond  division  of  Uie  author's  w- 
gument-i-1  mean  the  question  of  policy.  The  penal  laws  are 
admitted,  after  a  very  short  discussion,  (page  35]  to  have  ori^n- 
ated  in  self-preservation,  and  the  necessity  of  the  ease :  in  a 
word,  they  were  built  on  a  very  bad  foundation,  the  right  of  con- 
quest, or,  in  otlier  words,  the  law  of  the  stronger.  If  the  author 
meAnt  his  statement  as  a  kind  of  excuse  for  the  wicked  pnljcy 
of  our  ancestors  in  framing  those  laws,  and  not  as  an  argument 
for  their  continuance.  1  for  one  sitould  readily  allow  him  all  H- 
fcerty,  but  he  seems  inclined  to  push  it  much  farther.  •'  Hey 
*'  says  be,  we  have  the  origin  of  the  penal  laws.  The  barl 
*'  which  gave  rise  to  tliem  must  undoubtedly  excite  our  h 
'*  and  disgust  But  in  the  infliction  of  the  luws  thcmsdvM,  > 
*•  find  cause  of  regi-et  ratiier  than  of  censure.  They  appear  to 
«  have  been  the  melancholy  result  of  an  indispensable  necessity, 
"  and,  if  we  do  condemn,  {and  surely  we  cannot  too  much  c 
I  «  demn)  it  ougtit  to  be  die  fatal  spirit  which  was  tiie  v 
I  '*  the  cautionary  policy  which  was  tiic  necessary  eflfcct. 
«  this  cause  tiien  entirely  ceased  ?  And  may  we  cnnswjna 
'*  entirely  remove  tlie  effects  ?  What  proof  have  wc  of  this''  ' 
[  •'  What  proof  have  we  tiiat  Uie  Roman  Catholics  have  relin(|nbih- 
'<  ed  that  spirit  of  bigotry,  all  those  obnoxious  principle 
I*  their  religion  which  foi-inerly  made  Uiem  such  inveterate  fi 
"  to  our  establishment  ?"  To  this  I  answer,  What  jic« 
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compels  Bbe  undoubtedly  justifies,  but  certainly  nothing  sbtHl 
of  an  invlncUile  necessity  should  Induce  us  to  continue  laws  ot 
which  truth  ooapelfleron-the  adTocate  for  their  existence,  to 
speak  in  such  ternu.  In  the  second  place,  as  to  the  proiA  re- 
quired by  ttie  author  at  the  decease  of  Roman  bigotry,  I  know 
not  what  proob  can  possibly  be  given.  What  can  the  Catholics 
say  ?  What  can  they  do  that  will  be  saUsfactory  ?  Thdr  oath 
orall^;iance,isthat8atis&ctory  ?  The  oiHrnons  of  seven  learned 
CatholicuniTerritks,aretbeysatisfactor7?  TfaarpeaMabledO' 
mcanor  tiiroagh  one  hundred  years  of  slavery,  is  tftat  satisbc- 
tory  ?  Their  unshaken  loyalty  during  two  rebellions  and  one 
revolution,  is  that  satisfactory  i  What  mode  can  be  devised 
which  will  remo^'e  the  doubts  of  all  ?  The  men  who  grudge 
them  political  existence,  and,  amwig  these  men,  the  author, 
well  know  that  it  is  a  question,  in  its  nature,  incapable  of  proo^ 
and,  therefore,  it  is,  that  they  press  it  with  rach  vehemence,  not 
to  have  their  fears  removed,  or  their  doubts  satisfied.  Satis- 
(action  to  them  would  be  calami^,  fiir  it  must  be  followed  by 
justice. 

The  authm-  (pages  38,  39, 40, }  will  not  take  their  wwds,  var 
their  actions,  nor  their  oathB.  Words  prove  notiiing,  actions 
are  but  negoHve  proofs  and  oaths  are  li^le  to  equivocation. 
And,  yet»  he  requires  some  security  distinct  frmn  wra^  and 
actions  and  oaths.  Will  be  take  the  immense  properly  of  the 
Catholics  as  a  security  i  No,  (page  41.)  "Property  in  tbeir 
<>  liands  is  an  extrttmely  weak  tie,  which  we  see  men  every  day 
"  break  tiirough,  to  gratiQr  any  darling  passion,  and  it  can,  at 
"  any  rate,  apply  but  to  a  very  inconsiderable  part  (^  their 
"community." 

I  congratulate  with  the  author  in  his  discovery  in  the  thewy 
of  human  feeling^  that  *•  proper^  is  an  extremely  weak  tie^" 
It  has  been  thought  by  many,  not  indeed  so  much  to  the  credit 
of  our  species,  that  it  was  one  of  the  strongest  Certainly 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  do  not  think  so  cwitemptuously  of 
IH<operty,  ncur  are  they  of  (^nion  that  the  Ca^olics  are  so  dia- 
regardiU  of  it ;  otherwise^  why  slrauld  they  feel,  ot  afibct  to 
feel  such  terror,  im  the  scwe  of  the  forfeited  estates  ?  And,  if 
they  feel  the  force  of  such  impressions,  in  commtm  justice  they 
should  suppose,  that  the  Catholics  arc,  in  that  respect,  neither 
better  nor  wwae  than  thenuelvts. 
Vor..  I 51 
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"  Maiiyof  Ute  most  obnoxious  (uid  absurd  priiiriplcs  of  tlie 
"Catliolic  iTligion  hate.  1  know,  fidlcii  intu  disuse  with  the 
■•  muNt  i-ational  part  of  theu-  comaiunttj',  but  wliu  can  Wll  Imw 
**rartl»c  si»iritof  it  may  yet  exist?"  (page  38.)  Again:  '- 'W'lio 
• '  can  tell  w  liat  dififercncc  the  possession  of  powTr  luiglit  make.'** 
(page  39.)  "  It  is  impossible  tbc  Diiyority  of  any  deacriptiuo  of 
'•men  ran  be  of  liigh  lioiior  and  cxtcnttetl  liberality-  What  se- 
"  cui-ity  liave  «c  for  them  tlienf"  (page  38.)  The»c  arc  tite  invi- 
dious anil  aitful  queries,  uitli  wbich  the  autlior  socks  to  wor^ 
on  the  igiioi-ance,  tlir  passions,  and  fears  of  the  multitude.  I 
uasw  er  t»  thcin  all,  no  man  can  ensure  him  satisfaction,  becauae 
no  man  can  have  ]>09itive  knowledge.  Iii  all  Uic  great  bui^iinessuf 
life,  we  must  direct  our  conduct  by  high  probabilities.  For  the 
futui¥  good  conductof  the  Catholics,  we  bave  tlic  past,  wc  baxfi 
Uieir  words,  their  oaths,  aiid,  1  will  add,  slight  aa  it  may  appear 
1o  him,  tJieir  pniperties.  Surely  the  man  who  can  resLst  all  these 
pledges,  witliout  suggesting  any  »tber  mode  by  which  security 
may  be  obtained,  cannot  exjiect  to  be  believed  in  the  follo^'ing 
itssertion.  "I  should  be  one  of  the  last  who  would  wish  to 
•*  \«  itiihold  fi-om  the  Catholics  any  natural  rights  or  pHvileges 
"  which  tlie  ftclFarc  of  our  GfivciTiment  would  allow  to  be  ex- 
"  lendeil  to  tlieni :  and  I  declai-e,  il  the  wisdom  of  the  Legisla- 
"lure  shsill  tliink  fit  to  grant  any  or  whatever  indutgeiiccH  to 
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•<  will  thm  be  (dtedience  to  their  will.  For  tho  will  of  the  ma- 
**  jority  it)  the  will  of  tlie  whole,"  (page  4.)  I  answer,  if  they 
had  eqaal  privileges,  it  would  not  fbllow,  thougli  it  be  artfully 
slid  in  here  as  a  thing  of  course,  that  they  would  have  the  Le- 
gislature. In  the  6rst  place,  they  could  not  have  the  crown ;  in 
the  next,  they  could  not  have  the  House  of  Lords ;  nor,  lastly, 
could  they  have  the  House  of  Commons.  The  two  first  steps 
need  no  proofs.  For  the  last,  it  is  idle  to  say,  whilst  property 
continues,  as  it  ever  must  continue,  to  have  its  wdglit  in  societ)', 
that  the  Protestants  can  ever  be  outnumbered  in  the  House, 
though  every  Catholic  in  Ireland  should  have  a  vote.  Who  are 
the  great  landed  interest  of  the  country  ?  Are  they  Protestants  ? 
Has  a  landlord  any  influence  over  his  tenantry  ?  Do  Catliolic 
landlords  influence  their  Protestant  tenants  ?  and,  if  so,  will 
the  rule  be  false  when  reversed  ?  But  all  this  applies  only  to 
county  elections.  The  county  members  are  alraut  seventy.  8up- 
(losing  tliem  all.  which  is  impossible,  Catholics,  what  liecomes 
of  the  t«-o  hundred  and  thii-ty  members  returned  for  borou^s, 
every  one  in  the  hands  of  Protestant  patrons  ?  Will  not  these 
patrons,  for  tlie  sake  of  tliat  lerak  tic,  tlicir  pro|ierty  in  tlieir 
boroughs,  take  care  to  prevent  the  imssibility  of  a  Catholic 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Icat  reform  diould  be  die 
inevitable  consequence  ?  I  have  argned  all  tliis  as  if  a  Catholic 
majority  were  a  thing  to  bo  dreaded ;  which,  however,  yet  re- 
mains to  lie  proved.  Whetlier  it  l>e  posoible  for  the  whole  House 
of  Commons  ever  to  become  Catholic  or  not,  which,  alter  what 
has  been  said,  may  appear  at  least  nut  very  probable,  it  is  very 
certain  that  the  Legislature,  in  all  its  parts,  can  never  become 
so,  and  consequently  all  inference  from  tiie  supposition  of  such 
an  e^fnt,  must  (all  to  tlie  ground. 

At  length  wc  have  anived  at  the  weighty  part  of  the  argu- 
ment: all  liithorto  has  been,  as  it  were,  matter  of  inducement 
The  author  asserts  at  once,  (page  46,)  that  extending  the  elec- 
tive Ihtncfaiac  and  capacity  for  office  to  the  Catholics,  goes  at 
once  to  an  entire  subiTrsion  of  our  establidied  cornddtution. 
"Do  not  tl»e  laws  by  wliich  they  are  excluded  tmm  the  profes- 
"aioRs  and  employments  I  have  enumerated,  aggrieve  them  as 
"Roman  Catliolics?  Undoubtedly.  They  are  bound* ftp^ 
'<tD  pmnote  the  repeal  of  ibem.  Dom  not  Ikt  ■■ 
"bibits  tbem  from  voting  at  dectkM  ■qMJ 
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"aggrie^T  dicm  as  Roman  CuUiulir.-*  ?  Cert«inly.  Docs  tntfl 
"  law  whicli  pnihibita  liiein  from  being  clertnl  members  or  ths 
•'House  of  Commons  aggrieve  tlirm  an  Roiniin  CaOiuliot  ?  Il 
"  cannot  be  denied.  Data  nut  the  law  wlticli  prnliJbits  tliciu  flroui 
"sitting  and  voting  in  Uic  House  of  Peers,  equally  aggi 
"tliem  as  Roman  Calholica  ^  It  doe^  Dors  not  even  tbfrU 
"  wliicli  settles  tite  Crown  in  a  Protestant  succession,  rem 
"  aggrieve  them  as  Roman  Ciitliolics  I  U  does,  or  it  may  f 
'•  Do  not,  in  fine,  tltc  various  laws  by  wbicli  tliey  are  obligi 
"contribute  tn  all  the  e.<jtjibli8liments  of  Chui-cli  and  State,  I 
"  wliif h  they  arc  cxcludrd,  aggrieve  tliem  as  Roman  Catbntid  ? 
"It  cannot  be  <leniod  that  tliey  do.  Of  all  tbe.se,  tUet-efon:,  by 
"their  own  declaration,  tltey  ai-c  bound  to  procure  the  rrjieml. 
"Now  these,  compifhending  the  whole  of  our  establishtMl  ron- 
"stttution,  it  follows,  strictly,  tliat  tlie  wliole  of  our  e.iIiibliHlied 
"constitution  is  within  the  scoiic  of  tlieir  intended  abolition." 

The  whole  of  tliis  ai-gtimcnt  depGn<ls  on  this  :  tliat  it  is  ini- 
pofisible  for  the  two  sects  to  co-exist  in  a  state  other  than  tliat  oT 
tyrant  and  slave,  and  that  all  alteration  ifi  subversion.  It  ron- 
tains,  likewise,  one  very  subtle  fallacy,  tliat  tlie  law  is  tlic  con* 
slitutton.  To  assert  tliat  they  are  things  widely  diflerent,  may* 
at  first,  startle  some  {loople,  yet  I  only  beg  a  patient  hearing  and 
I  hope,  to  be  able  to  prove  it. 

If  tlie  law  be  the  constitution,  then  it  follows  tliat  there  can 
be  no  such  tidng  as  an  unconstitutional  law-,  fur  tliat  would  be  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  But  we  know  IJiat  it  is  possible  aacli 
laws  may  be,  I  do  not  say  have  been,  enacted.  Suppose  an  act 
were  passed  empowering  the  Lonl  Chancellor  to  order  one  of 
the  suitors  of  his  court  from  the  bar,  on  written  evidence,  and 
without  the  benefit  of  cross  examination,  to  be  hanged  up  at  the 
front  of  the  Four  Courts.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  tliis 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  law.  If  it  be  admitted  tliat  there 
can  bo  an  unconstitutional  law,  then  I  say  the  laws  which  ag- 
grieve the  Catliolics,  as  such,  arc  the  most  abominable  systcni 
that  ever  was  devised,  and  contravene,  in  a  thousand  places, 
every  known  principle  of  our  constitution.  And  I  say  further, 
that  tlie  law  depriving  them  of  tlie  elective  franchise,  is,  of  that 
black  code^  the  most  unconstitutional,  because  it  strikes  not  at 
the  forms,  but  at  tlic  essence  of  liberty.  The  robbing  them. 
the  people,  of  their  due  control  over  their  ^epp(:scntati^  rs  wh« 
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such  a  high  invasion  of  privilfge  anil  subversion  of  all  principle 
or  legislation,  as  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  it  was  not 
a  brrach  of  the  original  contract,  and  at  once  a  dissolution  of 
the  Government.  The  Protestant  religion  is  not  of  the  essence  of 
our  constitution,  for  that  was  ascertained  before  the  other  had 
existence.  The  indefeasible  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  of  that, 
the  animating  soul  and  spirit,  the  elective  franchise,  is  co-exist- 
ent with  the  constitution ;  it  is  a  vital  and  inseparable  part  of  it ; 
it  is  the  substance  of  liberty — religion  but  the  accidnit  Free- 
dom may  be  found  vbere  Protestantism  is  not;  but  shew  me 
wliere  it  exists  without  the  elective  franchise.  I  say,  in  diafran- 
cbising  the  Catholics,  the  Farliament  which  did  so  vnre  guilty 
of  a  subversion  of  the  constitution,  and  not  the  descendants  of 
those  Catholics,  who  now,  after  a  patient  sufibring  ot  one  hun- 
dred years,  come  humbly  to  demand  a  remnant  of  a  rannant  of 
their  birth  righL 

When  we  talk  of  the  constitution,  does  it  never  occur,  that  it 
contains  certain  immutable  principles  >  "  No  man  shall  be  bound 
by  laws  to  which  he  docs  not  consent  by  himself  or  his  represen- 
tatives." 1b  that  the  constitution  I  "  No  man  shall  be  taxed 
where  he  is  not  represented."  Is  that  the  constitotiiHi  i  And  if 
it  be,  what  is  the  constitution  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ?  May 
tlicy  not  say  with  the  children  of  Israel,  "Your  lathers  made 
our  j-oke  grievous ;  now  ease  ye  somewhat  of  the  grievous  ser- 
vitude of  your  fathers,  and  the  heavy  yoke  that  they  put  upon 
us,  and  we  will  serve  you."  But  ii^  like  Reboboaro,  we  are  de- 
tcrmiued  to  harden  our  hearts  and  to  refuse  their  just,  humble, 
and  moderate  demand,  shall  they  not  say,  "What  portimi  have 
we  in  David  i  and  we  have  none  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse. 
Every  man  to  your  tenU^O  brad,  and  now  David  lu  to  thine 
own  house."  S  Chronicles,  chap.  10. 

I  have  done.  And  let  it  be  remembered  tiiat  this  is  not  intend- 
ed for  a  general  view  of  the  question.  There  is  little  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  Catholics ;  for  my  object  was  merely  to  obviate, 
as  far  as  lay  in  my  power  Ute  mischief  that  might  result  fi<wn  a 
publication  of  arguments  so  able,  artful,  and  ingenious,  as  those 
I  have  attempted  to  review.  If  my  wwk  be,  as  I  know  it  is,  very 
imperfect,  let  it  only  bo  read  on  the  same  system  with  which 
it  hasbtvn  written,  as  aii  aiiswd-ln  otio  bix>k,  and  not  a 
pre hcnsive  view  of  tlic  whole  contnnersy. 
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VINDICATION                               ^t 
Of  the  Circulnrnf  the  Catkolu-  .'^ub-commitlee,  in  reph^  la^M 
HesalHtiom  of  the  Grand  Juriffl— 179--i. 

V>,  tlip  Gvncnd  Comm)ttM>  of  Uie  Catiioltrjt  of  Itrlmnil.  (crl 
it  tnciirabcnt  on  us  to  submit  bi  fwr  (■ounlry  tlir  rullowiiif;  rrjlj 

late  resolutions  of  wveral  Grand  Juriw.  andotbcr  bodies  of  our 
feliow-wibjccts.  SatisficH  as  wr  ape  of  the  juKti«  of  otir  cause, 
and  tjie  modei-ation  of  our  inrasiirps,  we  do  nut  RbHiik  from  in- 
qitiry,  however  minutf.  or  bivestigation.  bowcvrr  sfvcrc. 

In  tlie  first  place  tre  avow,  w*  our  wi.  tlie  ritriilar  IrthraT 
the  Sub-cnmmittec,  which  has  been  of  lute  the  subject  uf  «o 
much  unmerited  censure. 

llic  Catliolics  of  Irelatid  feel  in  their  case  the  taibvcraim  rf 
two  giTst  principles  of  the  Constitution,  wliich  form  tJie  gmnd 
ci'iteHun  between  thti  fpRcman  and  tlic  Bla\c :  they  am  taxed 
without  being  represented,  and  bound  hj-  laws,  in  the  framing 
of  which,  they  have  no  power  to  gi\c  or  witliliold  thrir  aswnl; 
tliey  will,  therefore,  peittiat  in  tJieir  endeavors  to  remove  tbtHpo. 
litical  incapacity,  by  any  meann  riot  expressly  furbiilden  by  tfco 
law;  aod  as  the  most  dwtiful,  praceable.  and  constitutional 
mode,  they  »ill  petition  tlieir  Sovereign  and  the  Legislature. 
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tliren,  we  most  mnceniy  anil  heartily  regret  it;  but  we  cannot 
injustice  to  ourselves,  or  to  our  children,  desist  from  claims, 
fbuiiiled  in  the  very  first  princi|>)e3,  not  only  of  universal  equity, 
but  more  particularly  of  that  Constitution,  into  which  It  is  Uie 
summit  of  our  ambition  to  be  re-admiUed. 

We  are  charged  with  an  intention  of  overawing  the  Legisla- 
toiv.  We  deny  tbe  charge.  When  our  humble  petition  was 
]u*esented  in  the  last  session  of  Parliwnent,  it  was  r^ected  with 
circuntfitancca  of  unprecedented  disgrace,  under  the  [wetencfl 
that  we  did  not  speak  tlic  sense  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  To 
jRVvent  tlie  poHsibility  of  such  a  charge  being  repeated,  we  pro- 
poned die  present  plan,  and  what  is  the  consequence?  We  are 
charged  witli  framing  what  is  invidiously  called  a  PopiMh  Om- 
greu,  to  overawe  tlie  Legislature.  We  submit  to  tlie  candor  and 
good  sense  of  our  Protc»tant  countrymen,  wliether  this  argu- 
ment tlors  not  go  totally  to  deprive  the  Catliolics  of  tiie  right  to 
petition.  Three  millions  of  them  cannot,  and  if  tbey  could, 
ought  not  to  meet,  for  tlie  purpose  of  stating  tlieir  grievances 
and  suing  for  r«dress;  they  must,  therefore,  eitlier  acquiesce 
without  effort,  or  act  by  delegation,  a  mode  not  furbidd(si  to  any 
of  his  M^esty's  subjects,  and  more  emphatically  allowable  to 
tite  Catbolics,  inasmuch  as  they  have  no  representatives  in  Par- 
liament to  wboro  tbey  may  apply.  If  this  mode  be  forbiddm  tlicmt 
Uiey  have  no  other  by  which  they  can  art  with  effiict,  and  the 
obvious  and  certain  consequence  is,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
arc  in  fact  debarred  from  tlie  common  birtliright  of  every  sub- 
ject, the  great,  unalienable,  indefeasible  privilege,  inherent  in 
the  vitals  of  the  Constitution,  the  bioht  to  fetitiok  the 

1.BOI8LATUKE  FOB  REDKESS  O?  OBIEVAHCE8. 

Wc  have  been  called  turbulent,  dangerous,  and  factious  men* 
and  the  circular  letter  denominated  a  false,  scandalous,  and  se- 
ditious libeL  To  such  extreme  violence  of  langui^e,  we  make 
DO  retMi,  bat  appeal  to  the  candor  of  our  Protestant  brethren, 
whether  our  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  call  down  such  epithets ; 
and  whether  there  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  Catliolics  of  Ireland,  resulting  from  tbcir  being  de- 
prived of  representation  in  Parliament,  than  that  their  conduct 
in  jH^paring  an  humble  address,  in  tbe  only  mode  from  whicb, 
in  their  situation,  success  could  be  expected,  and  oaew* 
by  Hm  law  of  the  land,  stating  tbdr  grievBDOS 
reign  and  the  Legislature,  and  praying  veUt^ 
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ortntermsof  suchextrcmcsCTcrity.  On  that  lan^  age.  uvTui^icaj- 
to  make  any  commeiit.  for  nc  earnestly  wUh  tu  avuid  any  cxprt*' 
tdons  which  can  look  like  animosity  on  our  part;  it  is  our  mest 
anlimt  dr^Jre.  as  it  is  our  first  duty,  to  live  in  a  mutual  iiilcr- 
courscol'af)'«rtion  and  good  offices  wiUi  our  I*rot(rstiuit  brethren ! 
political  rontmv-ersy,  in  its  own  nature  sufficiently  gripvoo!*,  vrr 
will  not  aggravate  by  unnecessary  asperity  of  lungiinge. 

We  see,  witli  great  concern,  several  among  our  I'littrKtaM 
brcthivn.  at  the  same  time  tbattbey  condemn  tlie  manner  of  our 
intended  application  to  Parliament,  derlnre  that,  in  tui  jtouMe 
continftncy.  are  we  to  ejcpect  a  participation  in  tlic  cl«-tive 
franchise.  If  such  detennination  were  to  be  ext>cuti.tl  in  stnct- 
ncua,  we  submit  wliethcr  it  would  not  follow  that  no  lengtb  of 
time,  no  degree  of  suffering,  can  wipe  away  the  political  mim, 
falsel}'  imputed  to  our  ancestors  by  tlic  malice  of  their  enemies, 
but,  that  slaves  as  wo  are,  so  slaves  wc  shall  remain,  fokrvkr* 
It  is  an  awful  sentence — whether  tlie  Catliulics  of  Ireland  as- 
semble in  gi-uss,  or  by  delegation,  w  lietlier  they  petition,  or  am 
silent,  wltetlier  tliey  resist  or  submit,  tlie  doom  of  eternal,  irre- 
vocable slaver)',  is  pronounced  on  them  and  tlieir  jKtstrn^', 
through  all  genei-ations.  It  should  seem  from  this  unqualified 
condemnation  of  our  hojie»,  tliat  theo{ipositionisdiivctcdagaiH9t 
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be  interested  in  its  preaervation ;  we  know  that  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland  baa  unifonnly  and  rapidly  increased,  as  the  baneful 
starit  of  religious  persecution  has  decayed,  and  that  every  re- 
miasion  of  the  penal  code  has  been  Bccompaoied,  inseparably, 
by  an  influx  ot  wealth  and  of  power  into  our  country. 

To  the  second,  we  humbly  mibmit  that  no  idea  can  be  man  erro- 
neous, than  tiiat  granting  as  the  elective  franchise  would  transfer 
into  our  hands  tlw  whole  power  of  the  state.  In  the  first  [dace,  de- 
pressed as  we  are,  the  objects  of  BO  many  existing  penal  statutM, 
without  power  and  witfiout  privilege,  it  would  be,  perhqiB,  arro- 
gant in  us  solemnly  to  protest  against  our  holding  such  an  idle  no- 
tion ;but,irwe  were  so  weak  as  f(H*  an  instantto  entertain  it,  we  ask, 
with  all  deference,  by  what  means  are  we  to  acquiretiiispowCTf 
We  will  not  now  assert,  what  none  has  yet  ventured  directly  to 
impeach,  our  loyal^  to  our  Sovereign,  or  our  attachmmt  to  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  as  established  in  the  three  estates 
of  the  legislature.  Of  these,  two,  the  Crown,  and  the  House  at 
Peers,  created  by  the  Crown,  are  unalterably  Protestant  It  is, 
therefore,  only  in  the  House  of  Commtnis,  that  this  danger  can 
be  apprehended. 

Situated  as  we  are,  it  is  little  to  say  that  power  is  not 
our  object;  it  is  laotection,  not  power,  that  we  desire;  the 
means  of  defending  the  Catholic  peasantry  of  Ireland  from  ty- 
ranny and  opprcHsion,  and  ot  securing  to  them  equal  access  to 
leasehold  property  with  their  Protestant  brethren ;  for  we  assert 
and  we  disregard  contradiction  unsupported  by  facts,  that  where- 
ver  political  power  is  an  object,  tlie  Catholics  are  univwsally 
compelled,  at  the  expiration  of  their  leases,  either  to  renounce 
ttat  religion  to  which  they  are  conscientiously  attached,  or  to 
turn  out  from  thur  farms. 

Finally,  we  do  hereby,  in  the  name  and  (m  behalf  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  solemnly  disclaim  and  protest  against  all  idea 
of  force ;  and  avail  ourselves  of  tiiis  opportunity  to  declare  to 
our  Sovereign,  to  the  legislature,  and  to  our  country,  our  deter- 
mination, inflexibly,  to  persevere  in  every  metlHid  wliich  the  laws 
allow  and  the  CfHistitotion  warrants,  to  exercise  the  right  of  the 
subject  to  petition,  and  to  obtain,  through  the  benignity  and  wis- 
dom of  our  Sotereigii  unci  tlic  legislature,  for  tiic  Cathotica  uf 
Ireland,  the  rigut  op  elbctive  ntAjtcuiSB»uiaaji  K^OAL 
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1793. 


A  VINDICATION,  fi?e. 


THE  Genenl  Committee  «f  the  Ca^Kdics  trf  Irelud,  find* 
tng,  with  the  deepest  concern,  that  their  principlea  and  conduct 
have  been  misunderstood  and  muu^invmnted  in  a  varietj^  trfUte 
publicatitms ;  and  fearing  lest  silence  mi  tlieir  part  might  be 
supposed  to  {RYKced  eitlier  fhun  a  consciousness  that  the  chaifM 
made  against  them  were  just,  or  a  disregard  to  public  opinkm, 
think  proper  to  publldi  the  following  exposition  of  their  objects 
and  their  motives. 

After  a  centnry  i^  pains  and  penalties,  in  which  period  &e 
most  serere  and  minute  inrestigation  had  not  been  able  to  at- 
tach on  them  one  instance  of  disloyal^,  ^  Cathtdics  of  Ireland 
rentnred  to  ajqvoach  the  Government  of  their  country,  and  with 
all  humility  to  hope  for  some  relaxatimi  of  the  ojqvessiva  sys> 
tem  ei  la«-8  under  which  they  groaned.  For  that  purpose,  in 
1790,  a  deputation  from  their  body  prepared  a  petition  to  Par- 
liament, of  so  modest  a  tenor  as  to  ask  for  nothing  specific  but 
merely  that  their  case  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  With 
tiiis  petitiui  they  waited  on  the  Minister  to  imjdore  the  counte* 
nance  and  [avtection  of  Gov^nment,  but  in  vain;  andnotonlyso, 
bttt  tiM  Catholics  of  Ireland,  cmistituting,  at  the  lowest,  three- 
fourths  ot  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdmn,  had  not  sufficient  in- 
fluence to  indnce  any  one  member  of  Parliament  to  bring  in 
their  petition. 

In  1791,  a  second  deputation  of  twelve  tiS  dieir  body  waited 
on  the  Ministo-,  with  a  list  of  the  penal  code,  and  again,  without 
presuming  to  point  out  any  speciJIc  measure^  humbly  submitted 
the  whole  to  tite  wisdmn  and  humanity  of  Govcnunent  to  remove 
any  part  which  they  mi|^  think  St ;  and  so  low  was,  at  that 
time,  the  spirit,  so  abject  the  Bituatiim  of  tli«  Catiiolks,  tJiat  the 
■Mallfst  i-rlaxation  of  their  slavery  would  I 
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and  arknowleilgpil  an  tlif  grcatrst  favor.  But  H  did  not  pkaite 
tlic  Minister  to  consiiln-  eitlier  tlicir  suHi'riiigM  or  tbvir  grati- 
tude :  orrupicd  in  more  rcHous  concerns,  lie  had  not  IciMiirr  or 
inrlination  to  attend  to  tJirir  comptaiiits.  and  thrrc  milliousof 
fiudirul  and  loyal  subjcrts  wore  turned  awaj  rroiii  the  CasUc, 
«illioiit  cAcii  tlic  ccrcmiHi)'  of  an  answer. 

Repelled  liy  Government  hen-,  it  was  det*-nninet!  to  try  tl>e 
Governnient  of  Englaml :  and,  for  tliis  puqMnie,  one  of  tjje  Ca- 
tliolic  body  \va.H  delegated  to  lay  iKiTore  liifl  MaJcHtj''.s  ronfiden- 
tial  Miniiters  a  state  of  tlie  sulferings  of  Ids  Catholic  subjects 
of  Ireland.  In  consequence  of  tluH  delegation,  a  negotiation 
was  institnteil,  at  the  close  of  wliicli  it  n as  undei'stood  tJiat  the 
Catholics  miglit  ho]ie  for  four  objccla,  gi-and  juries,  county  lua- 
gistrateK.  high  sbcHfi^  ami  tlie  bar:  adutission  to  tJie  right  of 
Bulfrage  was  also  mciiUoncd,  and  taken  into  considei-ation.  But 
the  enemies  of  their  emancipation  bad,  in  Ute  mean  time,  not 
bet-u  idle;  every  art  was  used  to  di\ide  and  disti-act.  and.  ran- 
fiefiucntly,  to  baffle  the  sti-engtli  and  councils  of  tlie  CaUioIic&. 
An  addivj^s  nas  pi-ocured,  signed  by  se\'eral  rerijicctabk'  gentle- 
ineri,  inoHt  uf  whom  weiv  utterly  ignorant  of  the  negotiation 
tlien  going  forwanl  in  England,  by  wlticli  tlie  Catholic  rlaitas 
weiv  submitted  to  tlie  good  jdea^ure  and  discretion  of  thv  Go- 
vernment lici-e.  and  nothing  spe<'ilic  demanded;  equal  diligenre 
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rliision  from  ifae  rank  of  King's  ronnsel ;  intcrmai'riage  with 
Protestants,  subject  to  the  disfranrhisement  of  a  Pi-otcHtant  lins- 
band  marying  a  PopiBh  wife ;  and  further  subject  to  tlie  piiniiih- 
ment  of  death  to  any  Catholic  clergyman  performing  such  ce- 
remony, althougti,  by  sometliing  which  scarce  any  deference  to 
the  wUdom  or  goodness  oi  tiie  Legislature  can  prevent  from 
appearing  at  once  a  contradiction  and  a  cruelty,  such  marnage 
LI  declared  to  be  mtU  and  void;  tite  privilege  of  teaching  scliool, 
without  obtaining  a  license  from  tlie  ordinary ;  and,  finally,  the 
privilege  of  taking  more  than  t«'o  apprentices.  Such  was  tbe 
bill  substituted  for  that,  which,  in  all  human  probabilityt  would 
have  been  obtained,  but  for  the  arts  of  some  designing,  and  tbe 
credulity  of  some  Iioncst  men,  and  such  was  the  relief  fi>r  which 
the  Catiiolics  of  Ireland  were  ordered  to  be  grateful  and  con- 
tented. 

Wliilc  tliis  bill  WM  tii  progress,  the  great  body  of  Catholics, 
acting  by  their  Committee,  prrtteiited  a  jictition  to  Parliament; 
and  because  it  was  ojicnly  saiil  thnt  tliey  were  proceeding  on  a 
principle  of  indecent  menace  and  intimidation,  and  that  the 
House  was  railed  on  to  assert  iLi  dignity,  and  to  crush  such  au- 
dacious vitdence  in  the  outset,  it  u  necessary,  for  tlie  Justifica- 
tion of  tiio  Committee,  to  i-epubliah  tiie  petition,  which  was  as 
follows:  "That,  as  tlie  House  had  Uioiiglit  it  expedient  to  di- 
*'  rect  their  attention  to  tltc  nituntion  of  Uie  Roman  Catliolics  of 
**  Ireland,  and  to  a  furtlier  relaxation  of  Qic  penal  ^tiites  still 
"  subsisting  agaiast  tiicm,  tiiey  beg  leave,  with  all  humiJity,  to 
"come  before  tiie  House,  with  tl>e.  most  heartfelt  assurance  of 
••  tbe  wisdom  and  justice  of  Pariiament,  which  is  at  all  times 
**  desirous  most  graciously  to  attend  to  the  petition  of  iht  peo- 
"  pie ;  they,  therefore,  humbly  presume  to  submit  to  the  House 
•'their  entreaty,  thattheif  shoidd  take  into  their  amMideratum. 
"vihetker  the  rtmamU  oj  aemt  of  the  dvU  incapadtia  under 
"  which  the^  labor,  and  the  realoratum  of  the  petitionen  to  tamt 
"than  in  the  elective  francki»t,  lehidi  thetf  enjoyed  long  afttr 
"  the  BrooLution,  Ttill  not  lend  to  gtrenglhen  the  Pntettavi  ttate, 
*^addiuwvigar  to  indnstrif,  and  afford  protection  and  happinesM 
"to  the  Catholia  of  inland;  that  the  petitioners  refer  witii 
*'confnlrncc  Ui  their  tonJurt  for  a  cenlurj  pj.st.  Ut  1ip*ii;  Uicir 
'<  uniform  lo^'alty  and  mibniisuon  to  Die  lairs  Mila^ 
••flwdr  solemn  itectaration,  tliat,  if  tbeydUlftk 
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"  and  benignity  or  Parliament,  such  relaxation  from  rrrtaisfl 
■■capacities),  and  a  paiiiripatiun  in  tliat  franrhisf  witirh  i 
-■raise  tlipm  to  tiie  rank  ol'  frremrn.  Uieir  grullludr  must  be 
' •  proportioneil  to  the  benefit,  and  that,  enjoying  snmv  shurr  in 
'•  the  happy  Constitution  of  Ireland,  they  will  exert  tJirrnselvrs 
■■Mith  additional  zeal  in  its  conservation."  Of  thin  petiti<m. 
whatever  may  be  tlie  faults,  it  can  scarcely  be  said  with  tniUi 
that  in.solenre  of  language  is  one  of  them.  It  is  tt  }ietitjon  90 
humble,  that  it  can  hardly  he  naid  to  be  a  petition  at  all,  for  H 
asks  nothing,  or  next  to  noUiing.  The  prayer  of  it  is.  not  tn  be 
re.stored  to  any  right  or  possession,  hut  merely  thnt  the  Uoose 
should  ••  takf  into  coiisideruHan  whether  the  remaval  itf  some  of 
'■  the  p-ievarura  of  the  petitioners  might  not  br  compatible  wM 
■■  Protestant  seeurity.  at  the  same  time  tluit  it  tvoutd  ituvre  tht 
"  happiness  of  tlie  Catlutties  of  Irelaiul."  Surely  this  is  not  the 
language  of  menace  or  intimidation. 

Humble,  however,  if  not  abject,  as  tills  petition  may  be 
lliouglit  by  some,  it  did  not  escajM;  a  i ery  severe  eondeni nation. 
It  was,  contrary  to  the  ordinary  custom  of  l^arliament.  and  (o 
tlmt  indulgence  usually  shown  to  tliosc  who  come  humbly  la 
supplicate  their  compassion,  taken  olT  the  tabic,  and.  by  it  %f  rj 
large  majority',  rejectrd;  by  wliicJt  tiie  Uoiise  did  refuse,  not 
I)  grant  any  relief  to  the  petitioners,  for  that  tlie  ]x>titioD  did 
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addressed,  and  the  Committee  irito  had  petHiotted.  Ute  fbniMr 
wrre  denominated,  "The  virtuous  and  the  venerable,  the 
"learned  and  the  liberaL"  The  latter  wore  loaded  mth 
many  aeixre  epithets,  and  it  was  particularly'  insisted,  and 
urged  as  one  strong  reason  for  the  unprecedented  contempt 
with  whicli  their  petition  had  been  rejected,  that  they  were  an 
obscure  faction,  confined  merely  to  the  ciqiital,  disowned  by 
the  great  body  of  tlie  Catholics,  ignorant  of  their  aeatimenta, 
and  incompetent  to  speak  or  act  on  tbdr  behalt 

Under  these  circumstances  of  disgrace  and  obloquy  heaped 
on  the  Cnnmittoe,  the  bill  was  passed,  and  tiie  SeaskmB  ter* 
minated;  InU  the  CtUhaliet  "wert  not  toA^itd.  llieir  minda 
were  roused  to  a  due  aense  of  tlinr  situatiouf  and  tbey  deter- 
mined to  persevere. 

Previous,  however,  to  making  any  fiirtber  qqiUcatton,  die 
Committee-,  following  llie  example  of  tbeir  bretiiren  in  Eng- 
land, wliich  had  been  attended  with  such  conciliating  efl^cta^ 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  advice  of  many  of  their  host  friends 
and  ablest  supporters,  resolved  to  give  to  the  L^islature  and 
dieir  country  the  fullest  satislaction  in  their  power,  on  all  to- 
{Hcs  of  their  (kith,  which  were,  ttowevcr  remotely,  connected 
with  the  principles  of  good  wtlcr  and  government  For  this 
purpose  they  anxiously  attended  to  every  objecticm,  and  every 
proposal,  whether  resulting  fi-om  motives  fit  friendship  «■  en- 
mi^,  to  secure  or  to  subvert  the  hopes  of  emancipation ;  they 
consulted  those  who,  from  their  situatimi  and  pursuits,  were 
best  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  and  the  dotdits  existing  in 
the  minds  of  their  Protestant  brethren  j  they  diligently  studied 
for  the  modes  moat  likely  to  give  cmnplete  satisbction  aa  all 
these  points,  and,  finally,  after  due  and  earnest  deliberatioQ, 
they  published  a  declaration,  which  is  annexed  in  the  Ajqiendix 
(No.  1.)  The  measure  has  completely  answered  its  purpose. 
The  declaration  has  been  signed,  it  may  be  said,  universally, 
by  the  Catholics  vS  all  descriptions  througboot  the  kingdom, 
clei^y  and  laity ;  it  has  rccnved  the  warm  ^>{RQbBticm  of  all 
the  supporters,  and  has  imposed  silence  on  many  of  the  ftffO- 
nents  of  Catholic  emancipation. 

Having  thus  cleared  the  way,  in  a  certain  degree,  by  the  re- 
moval of  prejudices  so  long  iqjcrating  in  their  dis&ivor,  and  so 
diligently  propagated' and  continued  by  all  who  wished  that  Ire- 
\au  1—5.1 
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to  pay  cveiy  ptwrniblo  n-sjiot;!  and  (Ipri-irncc  tit  thr  lA'gtjduIitnv 
uliirli  liai)  oxpiTHsril  rlmihls  as  to  what  v,vTt  tbc  rad  Hrntiinenta 
and  v'lHhes  ot  tlic  Catliulic  botiy  :  convinced  lliat,  to  induce  Out 
:iiigiist  a-ssembly  t«  affwnl  rfliff  to  tlirw  uiillio)i»  of  lojtaJ  an^ 
pcaroablf  siibjcvts.  tliry  auly  naiitcd  to  be  satiHGrd  thst  it  «u 

bk'  necessity  of  uu  (irgun  wlu-rvliy  llii-  uiR-qiii^oral  ftense  of  aA 
Ihe  Catholics  of  Irrland  might  be  tiuriy  rulK-rU-d  anil  folly  fs- 

«f  every  indixidnal  of  that  body  in  IrelaiKl should  be  asrertauiod 
A  copy  of  that  plan  in  Hubjoined  in  the  Ap]icndix  (No.  IL) 

Immediately  on  the  appearance  of  tliis  plan,  a  general  cntcrj 
was  raisrd  against  it :  sedition,  tumult,  conspiracy,  trT«o», 
was  echoed  Trom  county  to  county,  and  Gnind  Jury  to  Grsad 
Jury.    Even  some  of  tlic  Legislators  of  tlie  land,  high  in  the 
conKdence  of  their  Sovereign,  and  armed  uitli  all  the  influence 

tion  of  tiiose  merits  and  those  claims,  onwhich.  in  another  pl»ct^ 
and  ill  anoUier  function,  tlicy  were  finally  to  dctemiinr.  artftillj 
forecasting  lliat  at  a  future  day  they  might  appear  to  act  but  ni 
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*•  pn»ent  most  valuable  Constitution  in  rhiircli  and  frtate ;  and 
"  tliat  they  v,\U  rout,  to  the  utmost  ofthdr  power,  tlie  nttemptH 
" or  any  body  of  mrn,  liowcvrr  numerous,  who  nhall  pii?«uiue 
"  to  threaten  innovation  in  eitltcr."  Tlic  first  signature  to  this 
paper  is  that  of  a  gcntlemtu),  a  member  of  the  LcgUIature,  and 
possessing  tin  verj-  liirrative  place  of  Collector  of  the  port  of 
Dublin. 

llie  Grand  Jury  of  tlie  county  of  Cmk  denominate  tlic  jdan 
"An  unconstitutional  prorreding,  of  the  roost  alarming,  dan- 
"  gcrous,  and  seditious  tendency;  an  attempt  to  overawe  Par- 
«'  liament  ;**  and  state  their  determination  to  "prated  and  defend, 
"  vtith  their  liret  andpn^ierti/,  the  present  Constitiitioii  in  church 
*'  and  state." 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  after  tlio  usual 
(^itlietn  of  •'  alarming,  ilangiroiis,  and  ncditiotis,"  assert  that 
the  plan  "calls  U[>an  the  nliole  body  of  t)ic  Roman  Catholics 
"  of  In^Iand  to  associate  themsohTs  in  the  metropolis  of  thifl 
*'  kingdom  upon  the  model  of  tlie  National  Assembly  of 
"  France,  wliich  has  already  plunged  tliat  dmted  amntn/  into 
"a  state  of  anarchy  and  tumult  unexampled  in  any  civilized 
"  nation ;"  they  state  it  to  be  «  an  attempt  to  ovfraive  PaHia- 
**meHt;"  titty  mmtion  tlicir  <' serious  and  sensible  alarms  for 
"the  existence  of  our  present  happy  establishment  in  church 
•<  and  state  ;"  and  their  determination,  "  at  the  hazard  of  every 
"  thing  dear  to  them,  to  uphold  and  maintain  tlic  Protestant  in- 
••terest  <^  Ireland."  To  these  two  last  appean  the  signature  of 
a  noble  Idtri,  who  was  Foreman  of  6otA  Juries. 

The  Grand  Jury  of  Sligo  resolve,  "  That  they  «1ll,  at  all 
"  times,  and  by  every  constitutional  means  in  tlieir  power,  re- 
"  sist  and  oppose  every  attempt  vow  if  akiko,  or  REBBArrBS 
**  TO  BE  MADB,  by  thc  Roman  Cadralics,  to  cAtain  the  electii'e 
•'  franchise,  or  anif  partidpation  in  the  Oovemmeni  of  the  coun- 
**  fry,"  and  conclude  withatenderof  their  "lives  and  fortunes." 

lie  Grand  Jury  of  Donegal  declare  that,  tiiough  "tliey  re- 
•'  gard  the  Catholics  with  tenderness,  they  will  maintiun,  at 
•'  the  haixard  of  evertf  thing  dear  to  them,  the  Protestant  inter- 
"  est  of  Ireland." 

TheGrand  Juryof  FerauuHigb»  proftwrfng,  alaf^  ** 
"  est  attachment  to  their  Roaan  Ci0>- 
however,  necessary  to  cohr  flainfi 
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that  iitey  arc  "  ready,  nitli  Uirir  livet  atut  fortunes,  to  uupfKirl 
"our  prrseiil  invaltiJiblr  Coiwtiliitiiin.  in  rliorch  ami  state," 
in  wliirli  tlrrlnnttion  tlrr,v  ait  nlw-tlH  niid  romrnrtfd  by  (Ih*  ap- 
probation of  three  noblf  Lords,  fxjtrcascd  bj  their  signaturr* 
tu  Uic  Hiud  dcilHnitioii. 

The  Grand  J  iir>-  of  the  county  of  Drrry,  aflrr  expressing  thrir 
appreliciisions,  Ic-st  this  procwling  •■  niii\  h-w\  tii  the  loitnattan 

"  destroy  the  Pretestanl  aicendtw.fi,  the  frtfdom  of  the  rierUvr 

tender  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  Mipjiort "  tlie  liappy  ConstiUi- 
"tion.  as  establislied  at  Uw  Revolution  of  1(188."    A  period, 
%v)ien,  it  is  to  be  remtirked.  the  Catliniics  of  Ireland  ptvucMfcd 
the  liRht  of  G-anchisc,  subjett  only  lo  Ihe  taking  a  terj-  <amfk 
oath  of  aJlegianc<i.  comprised  in  two  line.t. 

leave  here  to  state  a  plain  fact    A  very  gi-eat  majority  of  the 
leading  Rignatui-en,  affixed  to  those  reNolutions.  are  those  of  men 
eitlier  high  in  Uic  Government  of  Uiin  couiitrj.  or  enjoying  lery 
lurrativc  plare«  under  that  Govcmmeiit,  or  possessing  exteiv- 
sive  borough  interest  The  committee  will  not  suppose  that  sw^ 
considerations  could  have  any  influence  on  tlie  conduct  of  those 
gentlemen,   or  that  tlicj  could  possiblj  bring  their  minda  t* 
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*<oF  voting  for  Members  to  servo  in  Parliament,  or  admitting 
"tbem  to  any  participation  in  tbc  Goremment  of  the  king- 
'•dom,  i*  wuompatUiU  ■anth  the  lafet^  of  the  Protatant  (ito- 
"MithmenU  the  cantinuanee  of  the  niecaniM  to  the  Crown  in 
"  tlie  UlHitriottM  Ifoute  of  Hammer,  and  mutt  jUail^  tend  to 
"tkake,  if  not  deitroi/  o»r  amnectUm  vnlh  Ortat  Britain,  m 
**  the  amtinuance  and  uiupantU/%  of  whid^  depends  the  hap^- 
**iua  and  pntperit^  of  this  kingdom;  that  thejr  will  cqipuse 
•'erery  attempt  towards  such  a  dangerous  innovation,  and 
"that  they  will  suiqnrt  with  their  Uvea  and  fwtunea  the  pre- 
"  sent  Constitution,  and  the  tettlemaU  of  the  J^mu  on  hU 
'*Mijatti'i  Protestant  Bause." 

To  Buch  an  attack  this  Committee  would  disdain  to  give  an 
answer,  were  it  not  for  the  insinuation,  that  it  is  their  wish  to 
"shake,  if  not  destroy,  the  amtuetwi  leith  Great  Britain," 
and  that  their  emancipation  is  "  iaampatMe  tcith  the  amhnii- 
«  ance  of  the  suaxssim  to  the  Croivn  in  the  lUustrvms  Mmie  of 
**  Hawroer." 

For  the  loyal^  of  the  Cattiolics  of  Ireland,  they  appeal  to 
tibeir  unifmrm  conduct  from  the  Revolution  to  this  hour,  a  poiod 
of- 104  years,  tbnwgh  two  rebelli<NM  in  Great  Brttain,  and 
five  fOTeign  wars,  during  which  time  no  me  has  vtntiiwd  to 
impeach  that  cmiduct,  until  this  most  unjust  and  anwarriuita- 
ble  attack.  The  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  as  loyal  as  (he  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  of  Louth,  or  as  tiie  forunan  of  that  jury; 
they  would,  perhiqiB,  be  as  ready  to  testify  their  loyal^  throa^ 
danger,  or  through  death,  as  the  toadeat  of  their  calumniatras; 
tfaey  have  lives  and  fortanes  to  devote  to  the  service  of  their 
King  and  country,  but  they  would  scorn  to  proatifaito  then 
to  the  onwcvtiiy  purpose  trf"  holdii^  thdr  brethren  in  chains. 
Tbey  ue  attached  to  tbe  connection  witii  Great  Britain,  be- 
caun  tbey  fed  tiie  benefit  i^  that  cminection ;  and  tttey  fiir- 
nish,  in  consequence,  their  full  quota  to  the  support  of  the 
cmnmon  catiae :  Tbe  fleeta  and  armica  of  the  empire  are  sup- 
plied by  their  numbers ;  the  revenue  of  their  country  snp- 
pcMled  by  thur  cmtribiitions.  But,  if  their  loyalty  were  to  be 
sapped,  or  their  attachment  to  England  perverted,  what  way 
eoald  be  devised  more  likely  in  Rliake  t)te  one.  tw  eradi^aU^  tlir 
other,  than  a  sentence  like  that  of  tbc  Grand  Jury  oC  H 
ty  of  Loath,  which  tcllfl  tlicm  ut  oner,  that  libotyS  ~ 
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is  incompatible  nith  their  loyalty  to  their  King,  or  1 
ne^tion  with  Great  Britain!'  Gotl  forbid  tlie  ([unlion  wrre  « 
to  be  reduced  to  tbe  dreadful  altertmti^'e  of  sliitrr^-  or  rrsist- 
ance.  The  man  who  would  present  it  to  their  option  in  tfaat 
shape  is  at  once  tlie  enemy  of  liberty  and  lojultj-,  of  the  King 
and  of  the  Catholics. 

The  pride  and  glor>-  of  the  Conntitution  of  England  i.4,  that 
Ihe  just  prerogative  of  Uio  Crawn  is  perfectly  c«)tnpatibl«  vilh 
tJie  liberty  of  llic  subject.  Is  tlie  power  of  the  Cmwn  in  lir- 
land  only  to  be  maintained  by  tlie  degi-adution  anil  Kln^cry  of 
tJie  great  body  of  tlie  people?  It  is  not  wiite  to  dri\e  tlic  (]ue»- 
tion  to  such  extremity. 

But  the  Catholics  of  IreUnd  well  know  the  Ireaclicrj-  wliidi 
lurks  beneatli  this  false  iinjtutatioii  on  their  loyally.  I'hey  vrll 
know  tlieir  attachment  to  tlie  Crown,  as  recogniswil  i>y  tlic  Con- 
stitution. They  know  the  object  of  their  pursuit  ia  nn  (|U€stion 
between  tlic  King  and  tlie  people,  but  between  Ihe  people  and 
the  few  monopolists,  whose  [jower  and  pre-einiiieiice  vxixt  by 
tlicir  slavery,  who  wish  to  cover  their  peculation  beiimtb  the 
8acre>d  shelter  of  tJie  Throne,  and  to  pi-ostituto  the  Majesty  of 
the  royal  name  by  holding  it  forth  as  the  signal  of  opprewaon 
to  the  subject.  The  dishonest  artifice  will  not  avail.  I'lie  pett' 
pie  will  separate  a  gracious  Monarch,  llie  fatlier  of  his  people. 
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liie  CorpontiiHi  of  Dublin,  in  «  lorg  manifesto,  vhereili 
they  in  terma  deny  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  extend  <be 
right  of  franchise  to  ttie  CaUnlics,  which  tiiey  choose  to  call 
"alienating  thoir  most  valnable  inheritance,"  and  nam  than 
insinuate  Iheir  dctemunatMHi  to  resist  by  fwce  such  a  measure 
if  attempted,  roundly  assert  that  "the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
"  ment  left  Die  Roman  Catholics  in  no  wise  diShvnt  from  their 
<•  Protectant  idlow  subjects,  tave  oaigr  in  the  extrate  ofpolitiaU 
"power.*'  The  truth  or  fiUsdiood  of  that  assertimi  will  best 
appear  from  a  short  view  of  the  actual  state  of  that  body  at  this 
day. 

llie  Catimlics  of  Ireland  may  not  found  nor  endow  aaj 
university,  college,  or  school,  for  the  education  of  thdr  children  ; 
neither  can  they  obtain  degrees  in  the  Univunfy  of  Dublin, 
being  prohibited  by  the  several  charters  and  statutes  now  in 
fwcetiierein. 

The  child  of  a  Catholic,  on  conforming  to  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, may  file  a  bill  in  chancety,  grounded  on  the  statute  of 
the  6th  Amu,  dL  iiL  against  the  parent,  and  compel  such  parent 
by  the  process  of  that  court,  to  confess,  npon  oath,  the  quanti^ 
and  value  of  the  ^oodj  and  permmal  duttteU  <tf  sudi  parent  over 
and  above  debts  contracted  bona  fide  tor  valuable  consideration 
before  tiie  conformify.  Upon  this  confonnity,  Ute  court  is  em- 
powered to  seize  upiHi,  and  allocate,  for  the  immediate  maiHte- 
nana  of  such  child,  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  third  of  the  said 
goods  and  penotud  diattelt.  This  third  for  immediaie  matwte- 
nana;  but  as  to  fiUare  ettablithment,  npon  the  death  of  the 
parent,  no  limits  whatever  are  aligned  by  the  statute;  tbe 
Chancellor  may,  if  be  thinks  fit,  take  the  whole  of  such  property, 
money,  stock  in  trade,  or  agriculture,  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
posnensw.  and  secure  it  in  any  manner  he  may  think  expedient 
for  HaX  purpose,  the  act  not  having  any  sort  of  limit  witii  re- 
gard to  the  quantity  of  such  {Hrcqierty  which  is  to  be  so  charged, 
nor  having  given  any  sort  at  direction  concerning  the  means  of 
diarging  or  securing  it!  Bat  ttie  policy  of  the  legislature  was 
not  yet  exhausted. 

Because  there  was  aposeibility  that  the  parent,  though  sworn, 
and  otlierwise  compellable,  might,  hjfaUe  reprtaenbUioiu,  evade 
Ihe  iliscovcry  of  (In-  iiUiiii:itp  viUiif  of  surli  pmpi'rtj  uii  liii_/ir»i 
liill,  neic  Hills  ma.v  tc  'troiiKiit  at  any  lini''.  by  an*  " 
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the  children,  for  a  furtlier  disco^-ery;  such  property  of  the  pa- 
rent is  to  undcrgii  »  fresh  si-nitiny,  and  in  cori-scaiiienci*  of  such 
Hcrutiny,  a  new  distribution  is  to  be  made :  the  parent  caii  have 
no  HTcurity  Hgaiii^t  Die  vexation  of  rciteratcil  chancer^  siiit!^ 
and  continual  dissection  of  mcA  his  property-,  but  by  doing  wlal 
must  be  confessed  is  eomcnliat  ditiicult  to  human  feelings,  tq 
fnlly,  and  witliout  reserve,  abandoning  inch  property-  (whkh 
may  be  his  iciioUJ  to  be  disposed  of  at  tlie  discretion  of  such  ft 
court  in  favor  of  such  children.  Is  this  enough ;  and  lias  Ihe 
parent  inirchased  his  repose  by  Uie  total  ttut-render  for  ooce  of 
audi  effecte?  very  far  from  it;  the  law  expivsHly  ajid  cArufnU/ 
provides  that  he  shall  not;  for,  as  in  the  former  case  a  amatU- 
inent  of  any  part  of  s«cA  effects  is  made  the  etiuitnble  ground  of 
a  new  bill,  so  hero  any  incroue  of  them  is  made  a  second  ground 
of  equity;  for  the  children  arc  auUiorized,  if  they  can  find 
that  their  parent  lias,  by  bis  industry,  or  othepwiw,  arfjuired 
any  property  since  their  first  bill,  to  bring  othem  coQi|K>lliag  a 
fre.sh  account,  and  anotlier  disti'ibution  of  tlie  increased  mli- 
stance  proportioned  to  its  value  at  the  time  that  the  new  bill  is 
pi-efcrred.  They  may  bring  such  bills  lotiea  qiwlies,  upon  c^try 
imjnvvement  of  such  property  by  the  parent.  <A'ithuut  any  sort 
of  limitation  of  time,  of  the  number  of  such  hills,  or  the  <]uantity 
of  increase  in  the  estate,  which  may  Justify  tlie  bringing  thrm; 
in  abort,  the  law  ha"!  provided,  by  a  multiplicity  of  rrguliitioM, 
that  the  parent  shall  have  no  respite  from  the  persecution  of  his 
children,  but  by  totally  abandoning  not  only  all  his  present  ^oodj 
and  personal  chattels,  but  evertf  hope  of  increase  andfulnre  im- 
jrrovement  of  such  praperty.  It  is  veiy  well  wortli  remat^cing, 
that  the  law  has  purposely  avoided  to  determine  any  age  for  tbetc 
emancipating  conversions,  so  tliatthe  children,  at  any  age,  hofl 
ever  in  all  other  respects  incapable  of  choice,  however  immkl 
or  even  infantine,  are  yet  considered  as  sufficiently  capitbh 
disinheriting  tlieir  pareiiLs,  if  the  expression  may  be  allow 
and  of  subtracting  tliemselves  from  their  direction  and  contv 
By  tliis  part  of  the  law,  tlie  value  of  Roman  Catholics  in  t 
goods  and  personal  chattels  is  rendei-ed  extremely  limited  I 
altogether  precarious,  t}ie  paternal  authority  in  such  families  H 
dcrmined,  and  love  and  gratitude,  dependence  and  protectiifl 
almost  extinguished. 
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Cntholirs.  as  non-frrcnKtn.  are  oxclutied  from  all  municipal 
stationH,  hihI  are  Tui-thcr  liable  to  Jivcrs  taxei  and  imposts  in 
all  Gtuihl)!  and  roqiorate  townn,  wliicli  gives  an  tmdiic  prefer- 
ence  to  tltosc  who  are  exempt  therefrom,  injuring  tlic  fair  com* 
petition  of  tnule.  nvating  a  distinction  uniformly  operating  tu 
the  disfavor  of  the  Catholics,  and  tlicreby  preventing  tlicir 
being  able  to  meet  their  Protestant  brctliren  in  busineBs,  on  a 
fboting  (if  c^nality. 

It  is  unlawful  for  Catholics  not  only  to  carryt  but  to  hai'e  ia 
tlieir  immcssion  arms  Tor  the  defence  of  tlieir  families,  proper- 
tics,  and  persons,  whereby  they  are  cximsed,  unprotected,  to  all 
nmoner  of  violence ;  and  tliis  most  unjust  prohibition  is  enforced 
by  means  Htill  more  ur\juat  and  unconstitutional,  whereby  se- 
vere penalties,  without  any  rrgiird  to  proportion,  are  inBicted; 
new  miidcfl  of  inquisition  arc  ei\jniiic(I,  the  largest  powers  are 
vested  in  the  lowest  magistrates,  any  justice  of  tbe  peace,  or 
any  magistrate  nf  a  city  or  town  corporate,  with  or  vnthoul  ta- 
firmatUM,  by  tlieinselves  or  by  tlicir  warrant,  at  their  discre- 
tion, whenever  tliey  tliink  proper,  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  or 
niglU,  are  empou'crcd/DrCTUy  to  enter  and  search  the  house  of 
any  Catliolic,  or  of  any  Protestant,  whom  they  nuptd  to  keep 
arms  in  trust  for  a  Catliolic  This  they  may  do  at  their  dis- 
cretion ;  and  it  seems  a  pretty  ample  power  to  be  vested  in  the 
hands  of  tiiat  class  of  magistrates. 

Besides  die  discretionary  and  occasional  search,  the  law  has 
prescribed  one  tliat  is  grncral  and  periodical.  It  is  to  be  made 
annually,  under  tlie  warrant  of  justices  of  peace  and  magis- 
trates of  corporations,  by  tiie  liigli  and  pct^  constables,  and 
others  whom  they  choose  to  aiiUiorize,  with  all  the  powen,  and 
with  the  same  circumstances  in  every  respect,  which  attend  tbe 
discretionary  and  occasional  seaiTh. 

Not  trusting,  how  ever,  to  tiic  activity  of  the  magistrates  pro- 
ceeding officially,  tlic  law  has  invited  voluntary  informers  by 
tbe  distribution  of  considerable  rewards,  and  even  pressed  in- 
voluntary informers  into  tlie  ser%'ice  by  tiie  dread  of  very  Itcavy 
penalties.  With  regard  to  the  latter  metliod,  justices  ot  the 
peace  and  magi»ti'ates  of  tlie  corporations  are  empowered  to 
fHimmoii  before  theiu  an^  peraon  whatsoever,  and  to  tender  to 
him  an  oath  by  which  titey  oblige  him  to  discover  conceming 
all  persons,  witl)o«it  distimiion  of  propinquity  or  ronnaetian, 
Vrtu  1—54 


«Bi 


POLITICAL  WORKS  OP 


who  Iiavc  any  anns  conwalwl  contrary  to  law,  and  even  »*!»- 
Ilicr  ho  himself  liits  aii; :  lits  refusal  to  apjiear,  or  «|)i>eArin{C  hia 
iTl'usal  to  discover  aiiil  iiifunn.  subjects  liiiu  to  Jlne  and  impri- 
sonvienf,  or  such  corporal  ptinishmrnt  n(  pUhrii  ur  tcfupptMgUi 
the  antTt  shall,  in  its  discretion,  tliink  ]iroprr.  I'hus.  ull  persontir 
l)cei-s,  and  pwiv9S(-».  I'l-olcstants  as  well  as  Catholics,  luay  be 
Hummoned  to  iieiibrin  tliis  honorable  scrvire  by  tlie  bjuUff  of  a 
corporation  of  a  few  sti-aggling  cottages,  or  refusing  to  porfonn 
it.  ai-e  liable  to  be  fine<l  and  imprisoned,  pilloricil  or  whipL 
The  punishmrnt  lor  the  first  offence  in  peers  and  peerates,  u 
KOT  piLLOBiED  OR  wiiiFT,  lA  SOD/,  and  for  tlie  second  oflcticc, 
the  punish  nie  I  it  is  no  leiis  tlian  tlie  penalties  of  a  person  attaint- 
ed in  a  piTmunire,  that  is,  "the  offender  shall  he  out  of  the 
*'  King's  protectitni,  and  his  ur  her  lauds  and  tenement's  gooib 
••  and  chattels,  foi-feited  to  tlie  King ;  and  hU  or  her  body  Khali 
"remain  in  prison  at  the  King's  pleasure*'  The  piinisliment 
for  ttie  offence  in  persons  of  an  inferior  order,  if  kotpii.ix>bibd 
OR  WHIPT,  is  (witJiout  any  consideration  of  what  tlieir  sub- 
stance may  be]  50/.  and  one  year's  imprisonment.  an<l  for  the 
second  offence  they  are  subject  to  the  penalties  of  a  person  at- 
tainted of  a  preinunire. 

Catholics  may  not  hold,  nor  enjoy,  any  place  or  office  a 
or  emoliiincnt.  whatsoe^'er,  civil  or  militai'y,  even  to  tt 
est;  by  which  miivei-sal  proscription,  all  persons  of  a  IQ] 
condition  anmiigst  tliem  are  ignominiously  degraded,  ami  |ir«^ 
eluded  from  devoting  their  talents  or  their  li^es  to  tlie  service 
and  protection  of  their  King  and  country.  A  Catlioltc  f, 
man  is  as  much  excluded  from  bearing  the  colors  of  a  n 
as  from  the  station  of  Captain  General  of  all  his  M^j 
mies,  and  is  no  more  qualified  to  be  a  gtmner's  mate,  than  ^ 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  fleet :  and  Uiis  exclusion  is  the  i 
severely  felt  by  them,  because  the  ranks  of  the  army  are  i 
and  tlie  navy,  in  a  manner,  supplied  by  tlieir  numbers, 
partaking  in  all  tliat  is  painful,  laborious,  and  dangei 
shut  out  irom  every  tiling  tiiat  is  lucrative,  splendid,  or  li 
rable.  And.  in  tlie  civil  department,  tliis  exclusion  is  c 
iit^just,  inasmuch  as  the  CatJiolics  contrtbuto  largely  to  tl 
venue  and  support  of  bis  Majesty's  Government  in  1 
no  portion  of  which  contrilmtion  ever  returns  to  them ;  » 
(hey  vei7  materially  differ  from,  and  are  inferior  to,  the 
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testHDt  brethren,  who,  in  contributing  to  tiie  exigencies  of  tiie 
state,  arc  rciinbui-sed  through  a  thousuid  channels,  by  the  va- 
riety of  lucrative  offices  and  ^pointments  in  the  various  civil 
departments,  distributed  solely  amongst  tiicm,  and  to  the  utter 
•xchision  of  the  Catholics,  from  whom  wealth  Sows  to  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  perpetual  stream,  never  to  return.  And  this  mo- 
nopolizing s{Hrit  of  exclusion  depresses  the  genius  and  talents, 
and  degrades  tlie  mind  of  the  nation,  by  entirely  suppressing 
all  honorable  emulation,  and  extinguishing,  in  the  breaslii  of 
three  milliona  t^  people,  every  Ix^  of  advancement,  honor,  or 
Ibrtune,  through  any  degree  of  merit  or  endowment 

Catholics  may  not  serve  on  any  jury  in  a  civil  action,  where 
Mie  of  the  parties  is  a  Protestant ;  contrary  to  the  spirit  erf  the 
laws  of  England,  wltich  exceed  all  others  in  the  p«c«itioM 
titey  take,  against  judicial  partiality,  manifested  by  the  wise  and 
equitable  regulations  which  they  ordain  to  secure,  as  Qv  as  hu- 
man wisdom  can,  tlic  most  perfect  indiS^rence  betwewi  the  par- 
ties, and  to  remove  the  possibility  of  a  bias  operating  to  the  in- 
jmry  of  either. 

Catholics  may  not  sen-e  on  any  jury  in  trials  by  information 
or  indictment,  grounded  on  any  of  the  penal  statutes,  contrary 
to  tiie  iLnowTi  humanly  of  the  law  which  respects  even  the  -pn- 
judices  of  a  culprit  in  his  choice  of  the  men  who  are  to  pass  in 
judgment  upon  him  ;  in  all  criminal  cases,  the  exactest  sympa^ 
thy  in  rank,  condition,  and  even  the  relation  of  vicinage,  with 
the  party  accused,  is,  as  fiu*  as  possible,  preserved.  Foreigners 
may  demand,  of  right,  that  half  their  jury  shall  be  r<H«igDerB ; 
not  so  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Hie  same  law  which  made 
'  tbaa  aliens  in  their  native  land,  deprived  them  of  the  privileges 
of  aliens. 

Cathidics  are  excluded  thHU  serving  on  grand  juries,  where- 
by they  are,  in  a  great  degree,  deprived  of  the  grand  palladium 
of  the  Constitution,  trial  by  their  Peers,  not  to  mention  the 
iigustice  of  their  property  being  taxed,  by  a  body  of  which  the 
law  has  taken  care  that  they  shall  never  form  a  part  Tliis  ex- 
dusion  tite  Catholics  partknlariy  feel  as  a  grievance ;  and  their 
anxiety  will  not,  periuqn,  be  dwo^t  onreasonable,  by  any  who 
shall  conuder  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions  put  forth  by  the  late 
gnnd  juries  of  Ireland,  and  referred  to  in  this  publication ; 
vUfaoot  ifpraring  to  led  an  annuud;  anxie^  fiir  citber  lifii  or 
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propert}-.  the  CaUKtliot  nf  Ireland  maylip  allnwcd  1 
a  piKfflbUitT  of  danger  tn  bnlii.  n-niii  (lie  iinqualifiMl  3 
Ktrainni  exertHti  of  judiml  uutlioritY.  l»j-  men.  wbo.  in  iIk-  fwy 
outset,  dbtplaj-  aiipirit  of  liurli  drtrniifnnl  animnntv. 

Bnt  Ottr*  ntnxim  nnr  iliMjunliflraUiin  vrt  imiurntJiHK'd,  wltidi 
the  L'aUiolira  tif  In-land  frrl  mutv  ««pvrrrly  titun  all  otlwrn:  Iher 
are  excludwl  rrom  thr  circtj'pt  rnutohlv,  to  tlw  luatiiAvrt  pmTr- 
ftion  i>r  thr  spirit  or  tlir  ConMiliitioci.  Khicli  sbth  tliiit  no  mu 
Bhttii  be  taxed  when  hi;  i*  nnt  irpn^'titt^d  iictinilly  nr  virtually, 
nor  biHind  by  laws  bj  uhirh  he  bw  nnt  awenleil.  b^-  himself  at 
his  repreNnitiilivr.  Am)  this  iinJitKt  euluniiin  in  not  lueirly  tb> 
viotation  of  a  thenn.  but  an  arttial  and  HultskuiUal  gripvancr; 
for  though  not  to  have  tlio  rif^ht  of  voting  cxritc^  in  ttv^f*  nodr- 
gnv  of  hormr.  yet,  in  this  rounti?,  in  a  tiioitnand  inntuin-s  «hn 
combined  Vrith  its  attendant  circomstanrcs.  it  impllrM  difrtnMS, 
ejwUnwit,  iiakedwfw,  nihl  and  hunger.  In  every  county,  when 
elertioncrring  rantestfi  ircur.  it  mntinually  ba|»|M>nn  Itiat  Ca- 
thrdic  tenantH  are.  at  thi'  expiration  of  their  )nL%K.  pxjiellnl  ud 
thrown  upon  tlip  world  with  their  niiwrahlr  funiliPH.  to  tnakc 
room  for  Pniltwtaiit  friH-lnddcrs.  whoar  \olfs  may  )<-nppari  thf 
ronsci)uenre  of  their  landlortU;  unle^  when  llie  unliapiij 
w  relchea.  balancing  bet>^  cen  Mpirituid  danger  and  trmporBl  d^ 
titniclion.  prefer  prr|iirt  to  fuinitir.  and  take  oathn  whldkJ^^B 
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dinate  cases,  whidii  though  too  minute  to  enter  superior  courts, 
ai-e  yet  or  infinite  importance  to  the  poor,  tlie  great  majority  of 
the  nation,  is  exposed  to  a  bias  «-faich  must  have  some  influence 
on  tiio  pui-cst  minds.  ¥m,  in  a  country  like  Ii-eland,  where 
elcrtion  intei-est  is  an  object  so  earnestly  sought  after  and  so 
diligently  cultivated,  an  unifiirmly  impartial  distribution  of 
justice  between  two  parties,  one  possessing  the  whole  fnuicluse, 
from  which  the  otiier  is  totally  excluded,  is  a  circumstance  ra- 
ther to  be  hoped  than  expected ;  it  is  a  tnnptatimi  to  petty  in- 
justice to  which  a  good  man  should  not  be  exposed,  and  with 
which  a  bad  man  should  not  be  entrusted. 

Such  is  the  situation  of  three  millions  of  good  and  faitiiful 
subjects  in  tlieir  native  land !  Excluded  frmn  every  trust, 
power,  or  emolument  of  the  state,  civil  or  military ;  excluded 
frmn  all  the  benefits  of  the  Constitution  in  all  its  parts  ;  ex- 
cluded from  all  corporate  rights  and  immunities,  repelled  from 
Grand  Juries ;  restrunod  in  Petit  Juries ;  excluded  from  every 
direction,  from  every  trust,  from  every  incorporated  society, 
from  every  establishment,  occBsional  or  fixed,  instituted  for 
public  defence,  public  police,  public  mwals,  or  public  conve- 
nience ;  from  the  Bench,  from  the  Bank,  frwn  the  Exchange, 
from  (be  Univet«ity,  from  the  Collc^  of  Physicians;  from  what 
are  they  not  excluded  >  There  is  no  institution  which  the  wit 
of  man  has  invented,  or  tiie  progress  of  society  produced,  which 
private  charity  or  public  munificence  has  founded  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  education,  learning,  and  good  arts;  for  the  per- 
manent relief  of  age,  infirmity,  or  misfortune,  from  the  super- 
intendence of  which,  and  in  all  cases  where  common  charity 
would  permit,  from  the  ei^oymcnt  of  which  the  Legislature  has 
not  taken  care  to  exclude  the  Catholica  of  Ireland.  Such  is  the 
state  which  the  Corporation  tit  Dublin  have  thought  pnqier  to 
assert  ^'differa,  in  no  respect  frwn  that  of  the  Protestants, 
save  only  in  tike  exercise  of  political  power ;"  and  the  host  of 
Grand  Juries  connder  as  "essential  to  the  existence  of  the 
"  Cmistituti<Hi,  to  the  permanency  of  the  connection  with  En- 
*'  gland,  and  the  continuatioD  of  the  Throne  in  his  M^iesty's 
"  Rnyal  liousc"  A  greater  libel  on  Un'  Ciiiintiiiilioii,  tin'  con- 
nection, or  the  HurreAsioii,  could  not  be  pronounctd,  nor  one  more 
pregnant  with  dangeroiM  ami  i1--  ''^i  tive  cmumiucncui,  than 
this  whirb  aj»prts  that  iIht:  an  moinlfiincd  and  ron- 
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tuNwd  by-  Uw  sUvci7  uid  oii|>it.-«u(>ii  nr  Um-r  miUinos  of  gnod 
and  lA}al  subjecb*. 

It  ia  llw  (luiv  «f  the  Gmrral  Committer  to  reply  to  thow  of 
the obj«rU<Mis  made  agaiiutt  tlieir  prraciit  procrcdin^  nbich ap- 
pear to  luiTc  an;  wrif^bt :  In  thr  fint  placv.  it  ia  ■sBertod  ttal 
thr>-  aiY  "a  r»|>i»ili  CongrrHH,  funned  Tor  the  put^mer  ol  <ncr- 
awing  the  L«-gislaturc.**  \^  ithout  dcscctuUnft  to  obacrm  mi  the 
tnvidiuuKBppcllHtionor  "n  Popish  Cttngrttt,"  Uiey  cottuiliirtke 
inlmlion  to  ovrrawc  Parliammt  as  tJit  oabstantlal  port  of  tlv 
rliargr.  Against  the  trulli  or  thi4  accusation  tliry  tk>  most  ao- 
Icmnly  protect.  'I'licv  uttrrly  abjure.  diHclaim.  nni)  i 
tliv  holding  surh  an  intrntion :  uod  iIm-v  call  h|k>d  thrtr  c 
to  point  out  the  n'ord.  artion.  or  publication.  t»r  the  CatlM^ks  of 
Ircluii),  wliirb  can.  before  rational  and  dixpauwioiiatF  tnimht,  be 
ninKtrund  to  bear  fluch  an  ah-uinl  and  vkkcd  import.  If  nunc 
fiuch  ran  l»e  Nhcwni  if  thr  rondurtof  the  Cathnlica  for  a  rmttll7 
|Hi»t  lias  been  uniformljr  p<r(u-rjiblr.  dutiful,  and  MibmisstT^ 
they  trust  tbrir^iews  and  motives  vt  ill  be  t'airiy  judged  on  tlor 
own  mcritM,  and  not  un  forcrd  constructions,  unwari'anted  by 
the  actiuiiK,  and  tliuH  soleiiinlj'  aguiu  dtitclaiiui-d  m  thr  intcntioii 
<tf  tlic  Committee. 

They  arc  cbargett  uitli  exciting  diitcontent,  tumuli,  and  sob* 
tion.   AfUr  Uie  enumeration  of  grirvanrrs  under  «luch  tbo  lUH 
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wu*d.  When  the  huinbl«  petition  already  recited  was,  in  tiie 
last  aession,  presented  to  Partiamen^  it  vaa  rejected  with  circum- 
gtances  of  peculiar  disgrace  and  igaomin 7 ;  and,  as  one  reason  for 
that  rejection,  it  was  insisted  that  the  petitioners  did  not  speak 
the  sense  of  tlte  Catholic  body ;  it  therdbre  became  necessarj  to 
ascertain  what  the  sense  of  that  body  was.  And  the  ccHumitteo 
•ubmit.  irtietber  a  phui  for  collecting  the  general  sentiment 
could  be  devised  more  qniet,  peaceable^  orderly,  and  cAcadous, 
than  BomnMHung  from  each  county  and  dty  of  Ireland,  themoat 
respectable  and  intelligent  gentlemen,  who,  from  their  sitnatioD 
and  connections,  best  knew  the  wishes  of  their  countrymen, 
and,  from  their  pnqier^,  must  be  most  desirous  and  most  ca- 
pable of  securing  tranquillity  and  good  n-der.  But,  in  a  case 
like  the  preeent,  there  is  no  ailment  so  powerful  as  the  fact 
The  choice  of  the  Catholics  hoM  been  tmrwrsoUy  made  without  a 
single  inttance  of  imgidarit^  or  ditorder.  There  ia  more  riot 
and  disturbance  in  one  day  at  a  contested  election  for  acMnmim 
potwalloping  borough,  than  occurred  in  choosing  Del^ates  to 
this  Committee  tram  the  thirty-two  countiea  and  every  great 
city  of  this  kingdom. 

With  r^ard  to  the  ^iprdiensionfl  which  are  affected  to  he 
felt  for  the  succession  to  the  throne  in  his  Majesty's  Boyal 
Bouse,  should  the  Catholics  be  restored  to  the  right  of  franchise, 
they  are  too  absurd  to  deserve  any  answw.  The  loyalty  of  fids 
nation  is  well  known  ;  they  rest  on  that  ^iiHvved  character,  and 
ontheoathof  allegiance  universally  taken  by  tlieir  body.  Iftfaey 
held  that  obligation  light  they  need  not  now  come  hnmbly  suing 
for  what  they  might  demand  as  their  right.  The  wisdom  of 
tiieir  enemies  has  been  able  to  dei-ise  no  means  more  efficacious 
than  an  oath  to  exclude  Ihcm  from  the  blessings  at  the  Consti- 
tution. 

It  is  said  that  tlie  plan  for  the  formation  of  this  Committee  is 
unconstitatioaaL  Before  ttat  assertion  be  received,  let  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  be  considered  ;  groaning  under 
the  weight  of  a  most  severe  and  oppressive  code,  an  universal 
system  of  pains  and  penalties,  they  yet  possessed  ime  privilege, 
which,  in  the  general  wr«ck  and  caniage  of  their  rights,  bad 
(brtunately  escaped  the  sagaciouB  and  malignant  Tengeance  of 
their  persecutors.  They  nUuin-d  Ihv  right  to  petilian.  But 
threo  millions  of  suffcrrrs  cnnnnl.  and  if  tl 
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to  mrrt  for  tlic  (MiqicMn  <>f  nuting  tbrir  grJrvMms  nnil  Auiiig  fur 
redrem :  tfiey  must,  Uii-retaro.  cititer  imiutrwv  witltuut  rflucl, 
or  lu't  hy  dt'li'gHtioii,  a  tnotli^  nwt  foriiiiliKii  to  nn  v  of  li»  Mi^-*- 
t}\  f<ul>jprtH.  aiiil  tnarc  ri]i)ih)iUrall}-  alloMubk- ii» Utr  (.'atlkolic^ 
inasmuch  as  (lirj'  havr  ii(>  TT|tn-«-iilutivcti  in  I'ariijUDPnt  to  wbow 
ibey  mn)  »t>pl>'*  KUiiM  mode  br  foHiidileii  ilniu,  Ihry  haw  no 
other  wbcn^y  ihej  can  art  witli  l-SvcU  ami  liip  ubv[a«i«and 
certain  consr(|uciHT  in,  that  tliey  ait^  in  (m%  ilrbarrrd  frooi  Ite 
rocninun  liJrtliriglit  or  every  subject.  Uie  grnal  uni 
diTfttsiblc  piivilrgr,  the  bioht  ti>  PUXtTiwx  THE   i 

TVRE  FOK  RBDRBH*  UV  <iBIRVA!l(-RS. 

lift  it  be  determined  who  act  tuosl  unconftlitutionnllT^  tl 
who.  sclectinf;  tiie  dtficm-t(wt  ineinben*  uf  thtir  Imdy.  cntHe  bWfr 
biy  bpforc  tlic  llirone  and  berore  Farliiuiienu  Rnbmitlitt|^  llwr 
mtfleriiigs.  and  sttpplicnling  relirr.  oi-  thcMc  wtw  Bttrni|it  to  fitlfi 
in  between  the-  cn>wn  and  the  subject,  tlie  h-giMlaltUT'  and  tbn 
people,  and,  erecting  tliemsi-lres  iiiti)  a  k'uwl  iif  rourth  (■.ttutr,  ia> 
bor,  an  lar  as  in  tlieni  Uch,  t<>  utii->igate  itud  ditilruy  tliut  .lamd 
privilege  inhenntin  ttic  vitals  ol'tlic  Cunstiiulion,  tuk  kicot 

TO   I'RTITIOS. 

It  is  asM'fted  tliat  tbe  rvKturatiun  uf  ttie  right  or  ri-andiiw 
tvnnid  tliriiw  into  tlie  liaiids  of  Uie  Catliolira  tlw  whole  puwrr  of 
Ihestatt-.  Let  it  be  remcmlicrcd  that  the  i-rfiwn  is  uuall 
Pratejitaiit :  tlic  Calliolifx  ii)  tlic  IJiiuw  nP  Perrf)  aro 
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in  aeotiment  and  in  intnwt  To  dl  Hob,  let  Uten  be  idd- 
ed  the  certain^  of  the  immediate  interierance  of  EngUnd, 
sopowerTul  uidaoneftr,  should  tiie  Catholics  attanpt  to  usiun^ 
as  is  asserted,  **  the  whole  power  ot  flie  state." 

But  tbe  great  test,  experience,  is  ttie  best  proof  of  the  fiitilitj 
of  such  an  apiH«hcnsion.  The  Catholics  (^  Ireland  were  once  ia 
full  poRwssion  of  all  pnvileges  and  fhuichise^  incIudlBg  those 
of  sitting  and  votii^  in  Parliament ;  thur  mimbets  were  then 
much  greater,  compar«tiveIy,  than  thejr  now  are;  they  possess- 
ed a  very  large  proportioD  at  the  property  at  ttiis  country,  at 
that  time  unbroken  in  upon  by  the  force  of  ptoal  lava,  by  the 
conformity  of  many  of  their  ancient  families,  and  by  the  I^aliz- 
ed  plunder  of  reiterated  bills  ^  discoray.  In  that  sitnationt 
in  the  plenitude  of  their  power,  they  were  unable  to  prevent  the 
pasHing  of  those  very  penal  laws  which  have  gradually  derived 
tbemofthejrproprrty,  of  th^ir  civil  riglits,  and  more  particnlariy 
of  tlie  elective  franchise.  Is  it  then  likely,  is  it  possible,  that 
the  restoration  of  those  rights  would  enable  than,  in  their  weak- 
ness and  depression,  to  extort  what  in  their  vigw  and  fUll  pas- 
session  they  found  themselves  unable  to  retain  ? 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Catholics  shouhl  he  "  content  with  the 
*<  most  perfect  toleration  of  their  rriigimi,  the  ftilkat  security 
«  of  their  property,  and  the  most  complete  penonal  libcr^.** 
With  regard  to  tcdwatioa,  persecutimi  may  be  motive  as  well 
as  positive.  IV  deprivatioa  ctf  political  rights,  because  of  tbe 
exercise  of  any  religion,  is  for  so  much  a  persecntiwi  td  that  re- 
ligion. Of  the  security  of  their  pn^wrty  enough  has  been  al- 
ready said  toexplain  how  Catholics  stand  in  that  re^Mict ;  hot, 
if  it  wen  otherwise,  security  of  proper^  and  pcnmud  hbaty 
are  rigbts  without  a  respect  to  which  society  oould  not  be  sup- 
ported. FrotectioD  and  alliance  are  duties  cmreqionding  and 
inseparable.  By  their  peacedble  denteancM-  as  good  sulyects, 
the  Catholics  have  executed  their  part  <^  tbe  contract,  and  Oiat 
Govemment,  to  whose  su^Mrt  th^  contribute,  u  ftovad,  in  re- 
turn, to  defend  tfaem.  And  it  is  humbly  sidtmitted  whether  it  be 
not  a  strong  and  striking  proof  irf  the  ^ject  state  (rf  the  Catte- 
lics  of  Ireland,  that  it  shookl  be  held  out  to  them  as  ground  fbr 
acquiescence  and  contentment,  that  they  GUBBt  be  fobbed  vith- 
out  redress^  or  imprisoned  M-ith  intpunity ; 
that  without  any  alleged  dHiixitKncy  on  I 
Vot  1—55 
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trcfltwl  as  outlanrt  in  their  iiativp  tnml.  Even  the  srriirity  and 
tnleratinti  wliich  it  is  allrgnl  they  posucsa,  tlipy  liold  but  bj 
HiiRrranrc ;  for.  unronnect^  as  the  Catliolics  lur  u  tili  the  Ic- 
gisluturo,  tticj-  ran  have  no  influi-nrr :  and  it  is  agaiu  •uiUmittfd 
(othr  frrlings  of  our  Pmtr^tniit  brvlhrFn,  wbrtlirr  tl>rjr  rniuld 
be  ronlcnt  to  hold  their  religion.  Iibei-t}'.  and  property,  by  ao 
precarious  u  teiiuir.  astlio  humanity  of  men  who  owe  them  do 
responsibility,  over  whose  rondiict  they  hwl  no  contral.  and 
whose  interests,  or  nhone  pa&sions.  might  be  gratified  by  anin- 
lasion  of  their  deaircst  rigliLs. 

The  ConiinittM*  have  liitl>er1o  confine*!  tliemselves  to  tlie  ab- 
stract nierits  of  their  case,  but  llicy  have  other  ar^ments  to 
allege.  By  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  in  1691,  at  least  a  very  roa- 
siiiei-nlile  part  of  the  Catliolic^of  Ireland,  on  condition  of  tlivir 
surrendering  tn  the  Generals  of  King  William,  that  city,  and 
above  one  tliird  of  this  kingdom,  tlien  in  their  hands,  and  which 
they  wciT  in  a  condition  well  to  haie  maintained,  were  securwl 
in  "  all  and  ^wry  their  estates  of  fi-eehold  and  inheritance :  and 
"all  tiie  rights,  titles,  interest';,  privileges,  and  immunitiea, 
"  wliich  thoy  and  every  or  any  of  them  held,  enjoyed,  or  vrrrt 
■'rightfully  and  lawfully  entitled  to  in  the  reign  of  KingCliaHes 
"  II,  or  at  any  time  aince."  And  this  treatj-  was  confirmed  with 
as  raurh  solemnity  as  any  in  the  records  of  hintorj.  by  tlie  Lords 
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much  as  tlie  Catholics  have,  in  the  BUtrendcr  of  Limerick  and 
tlieir  arms,  and  by  their  peaceable  and  dutiful  deportment  as 
good  and  loyal  subjects  from  that  hour  to  the  present,  faithfully 
and  reli^ously  observed,  on  their  part,  a  treaty  so  solemnly 
entered  into  and  so  speedily  and  so  unprovokodly  violated  on 
the  part  of  their  adversaries. 

And  now  that  the  General  Committee  have  lairly  and  fully 
exposed  tiie  conduct,  the  motives,  and  the  principles  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  they  conclude,  with  a  most  sincere  and  earnest 
entreaty  to  every  member  oS  ^bfAr  communion,  carefully  to  ab- 
stain firom  any  act  which,  however  remotely,  can  tend  to  riot  or 
disorder.  After  a  century  of  unvarying  good  conduct,  through 
the  most  severe  iqtpression,  the  Committee  relies  that  the  Catho- 
lics will  not  now  tarnish  their  character  by  any  act  of  intem- 
perance when  the  hour  of  their  emancipation  rapidly  atqmnches. 
Professing  their  sincere  attachment  to  the  Cwistitution,  as  esta- 
blished in  the  three  estates  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  into 
which  Constitution  it  ia  their  highest  ambition  to  be  admitted,  the 
cause  of  the  Catholics  is  respectfully  committed  to  the  justice, 
humanity,  and  public  qnrit,  of  their  countrymen. 
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GENERAL  COMMITTEE, 

DiTBLiN,  Mirch  IT,  trga. 

DECLABITIOIV  or  THE  CATIIOLICI  OF  IBBI^ND. 

WheiTOfl  cciiain  opinions  and  priiicipl*')'.  inimical  to  good  or- 
der and  government,  liave  been  attributed  to  the  Catholics,  the 
cxiHlencc  of  wliicli  we  utterly  deny  :  and  wiiercaa  it  is,  at  diis 
time,  peniliarly  necessary  to  remove  such  imputations,  and  to 
give  the  most  Tull  and  unple  satUraction  to  our  Protestant  breth- 
ren, that  we  hold  no  principle,  whatsoever,  incoiopatible  with 
our  duty  as  men  or  as  subjects,  or  repugnant  to  liberty,  wlicthci- 
IMilitical.  civil,  or  religious: 
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ways  iiyure  any  person  wliatBoever»  for,  w  under  the  pretence 
of  being  heretics:  and  we  declare  solemnly  before  God,  that 
we  believe  ttiat  no  aetj  in  it$df  wnjmt,  immaraly  or  wickedj  can 
ever  he  jusHJied  or  exaued  fty,  or  under  pretence  or  color ^  that  it 
was  done  either  for  the  good  ^  the  chwrchf  or  in  obedience  to  any 
eecksiaitieal  power  whaUoever. 

Sd.  We  further  declare,  that  we  hold  it  as  an  unchristian  and 
impious  priaciple»  that  <<  no  fiuth  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics." 
This  doctrine  we  detest  and  reprobate,  not  only  as  conJtrarii  to 
our  religtouy  but  as  destractiTe  of  morality,  of  society,  and  even 
of  common  honeffty ;  and  it  is  oar  firm  belief  that  an  oath  made 
to  any  person,  not  of  the  Catholic  religion,  is  equally  binding, 
as  if  it  were  made  to  any  Catholic  whatsoever. 

4th.  We  have  been  charged  with  holding,  as  an  article  of  our 
belief,  that  flie  Pc^  witti,  or  without  the  authority  of  a  Gene- 
ral  Council,  or  that  certain  ecclesiastical  powers,  can  acquit 
and  absolve  us,  before  God,  from  our  oafli  of  allegiance,  or  even 
from  the  just  oaths  and  contracts  entered  into  between  man  and 
man- 
Now,  we  do  utteriy  renounce,  abjure,  and  deny,  that  we  hold 
or  maintain  any  such  belief^  as  being  contrary  to  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  society,  inconmstent  with  morality,  and,  above  all^ 
repugnant  to  ihe  true  epirit  of  the  Catholic  rdigunu 

5th.  We  do  further  declare,  that  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  Prince,  Prelate,  State,  or  Poten- 
tate, hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction, 
power,  superiority,  w  pre-eminence,  directly,  or  indirectly,  with- 
in thisr^lm. 

6th.  After  what  we  have  renounced,  it  is  immaterial,  in  a 
political  lig^t,  what  may  be  our  <q^inion,  wfiedth,  in  other  points, 
respecting  the  Pqie:  however,  for  greater  satisfiu^n,  we  de- 
clare, that  it  is  nol  an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  are 
we  thereby  required  to  bdieve  or  profess  <<  that  the  Pope  is  in- 
<<  fallible,''  or  that  we  are  bound  to  obey  any  order,  in  its  own 
nature  immoral,  though  Vtut  Pope,  or  any  Ecclesiastical  power, 
diould  issue  or  direct  such  ord»- ;  but,  ontheconiraryj  we  hold, 
that  it  would  be  shtful  in  us  to  pay  any  respect  or  obedience 
thereto. 

7th.  We  further  declare,  ihnt  we  do  not  believe  that  any  sin, 
whatBoevcTi  committed  bfUBf  can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will 
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of  aiiy  Pope,  or  of  any  Prirst,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  u-hat- 
socvcr ;  but,  that  sincere  torrow  for  pa»t  sins,  a  firm  and  sin- 
rerr  rraolution,  as  fai-  ax  may  be  in  our  power,  to  restore  our 
iteigfabor's  property  or  rliai-actcr.  if  we  have  trespassed  on,  or 
unjustly  injurc<l  eitlier ;  afnn  and  sincrre  resolvtum  lo  avoid  fu- 
ture ^iiV/.  and  to  atone  lo  Gixl,  arc  prreious  and  indispensable 
reqnisitea  to  establish  a  well-fotinded  cxpcrtation  of  forgiveness ; 
and  that  any  person  'nho  receives  absolution  without  tJiese  pre- 
vious requiHitPS,  so  far  from  obtaining,  thereby,  any  remis^^ion 
of  )iis  sins,  incurs  tiie  additional  guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament. 
8th.  We  do  lici-eby  solemnly  disclaim,  and  forever  renounce 
all  interest  in.  and  title  to,  ail  forfeited  lands,  resulting  from 
any  lights,  or  supposed  rights,  of  our  ancestors,  or  any  claimi 
title,  or  interest  tliercin;  nordowr  admit  any  title,  as  a  founda- 
tion of  right,  wliicb  is  not  titabliilied  and  acknowledged  by  the 
latcs  of  the  realm,  as  they  how  stand.  We  desire,  further,  that, 
whenever  tlie  patriotism,  liberality,  and  justice  of  our  country- 
men, sliall  i-etrtore  tn  us  a  participation  in  the  elective  fi-anchise, 
no  Catholic  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  any  election  for  mem- 
bers to  senc  in  Parliament,  unless  he  shall  previously  take  an 
oatli  lo  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  the  aiTaugeoient  of 
projH-rly  in  this  country,  as  established  by  the  different  adi  of 
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Jt  a  meeting  of  the  ShJhCommittee  of  the  Catholics  of  Irdand^ 

Edward  BrBicEy  Es^^.  in  ttie  cbair, 

Retolvedf  That  the  folfewing  letter  be  drculatad : 

Sir:  This  letter,  witli  tiie  plan  which  accompanies  it,  is 
transmitted  to  yoo  by  order  of  the  Sub-oommittee.  You  will 
perceive  that  tlie  object  of  tiiis  plan  is  to  procure  a  fuller  at- 
tendance of  country  gentlemen,  to  assist,  by  their  advice  and 
influence,  tlie  measures  adopted  by  the  Ckmimittee  to  procure  for 
the  Catholics  the  elective  frahchise,  and  an  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.  Tou  will 
please  to  lose  no  time  in  submitting  this  to  the  respectable  Ca- 
tholics of  your  county.  You  will  please  also  to  inform  them, 
that  several  respectable  independent  country  gentlemen,  lately 
in  Dublin,  had  frequent  consultations,  for  the  laudable  purpose 
of  re-uniting  to  the  Committee  Lord  Fingal,  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen who  had  withdrawn  tiiemselves  fWmi  it  These  country 
gentlemen  had  tlie  satisfaction  to  find,  that  the  General  Com- 
mittee on  one  side,  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  entered  into  se- 
parate addresses  on  the  other,  mutually  regretted  their  division ; 
which  they  saw  was  used  by  the  opponents  of  the  Catholics,  as 
a  pretext  for  withholding  from  our  people  the  elective  franchise, 
and  an  equal  participation  of  tlie  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury. 
It  is  on  all  sides  agreed,  tliat,  if  the  Catholics  are  all  united 
in  this  just  and  reasonable  request,  essential  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  our  people,  there  will  be  a  certainty  of  success.  It  de- 
pends, then,  on  ourselves,  whether  we  shall  be  freemen,  or 
slaves!  We  say,  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  our  people ; 
for,  as  the  rage  for  electioneering  interests  increases,  our  wealthy 
farmers  must  either  pay  beyond  the  value  for  land%  or  resign 
ttiem  to  Protestant  frediolders  whoi  out  of  lease ;  our  poorer 
yeomanry  will,  of  course,  be  expelled,  and  driven  into  beggary. 
Let  us  all,  then,  qpeak  with  one  voice,  and  supplicate  the  legis- 
lature for  justice — and  we  shall  receive  it 


440 


POLITICAL  WORKS  OF 


Thftte  independent  country  grnUcmen  ha^-e.  received  from 
Lord  Fingal,  and  tlic  gpntlenieji  who  have  acted  wiUi  him.  the 
most  positive  dpclarations,  that  tlicy  will  never  again  enter  in- 
to any  art  to  oppose  tlie  General  Committee  in  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholir.s;  and  it  is  dctrrniin- 
ed,  llial  all  rornirr  differences  in  opinion  shall  he  huried  in  cibli- 
vion  on  botli  sides. 

The  Committee  had  decided  to  ttend  some  of  tlieir  body  to  pro- 
pose to  tlie  counties  to  appoint  the  Delegates  to  the  Committee, 
of  whose  attendance  there  would  be  a  coi-taiiity :  and  our  Chiur- 
man  had  actually  left  Dublin,  with  intention  to  go  tliroxgh  great 
Itail of  livlandfoi'thi-i purpose:  the  indepenilentcounti-y  gentle- 
men, as  before  mentioned,  took  up  the  same  idea  tliemselves 
(befoi-e  they  knew  the  Committee  had  determined  upon  it.)  and 
they  and  Lord  Fingal  and  liis  friends,  all  agreed  in  pivssiiig 
such  a  measure  on  the  Committee,  as  an  additional  means  of  re- 
uniting tlieiii  to  tlie  body. 

lyoitl  Fingal.  IiIk  friends,  and  the  country  gentlemen  befoi-e 
mentioned,  seemc-il  at  first  inclined  that  the  present  Committee 
iihould  be  dissolved  ;  an  opinion,  however,  which  further  rcfler- 
tion  on  tlie  various  difficulties  resulting  from  such  a  measiuTi,  the 
doubts  entertained  of  the  competency  in  the  Committee  to  dis- 
c  itself,  hihI  tiic  consideration  tliat  a  dissolution  must  nete» 
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proceeding  to  such  an  election,  it  is  therefore  suggested,  tliat 
one  or  two  of  the  most  respectable  penons  in  each  parish  be  ap- 
pointed elecbnv,  at  a  meeting  tu  be  held  at  such  private  hmue  in 
the  parinh,  rh  may  be  most  convenient  to  the  inhabitants'  These 
aevcrai  electors,  bo  apiwinted,  taaj  meet  at  any  central  place, 
for  the  purpoM  of  choosing  from  one  to  four  (as  it  may  appear 
most  expedient  to  them)  of  their  own  residents  as  Delegates  to 
tlic  General  Committee ;  no  one  to  be  eligible  who  shall  not  so- 
lemnly promise  to  attend  his  duty  in  Dublin,  when  required  to 
do  BO  by  order  of  the  Committee,  or  at  loas^  who  sbdl  not 
pledge  himself  to  attend  in  his  turn.  It  is  also  suggested  that* 
in  addition  to  the  kksidbkt  Delegates,  each  county  do  ap- 
point at  the  same  time,  as  associate  Delegates  fiv  such  county, 
one  or  two  (as  it  may  a{qicar  best  to  tlte  electors)  bssidbitt  in- 
habitants of  Dublin,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  keep  np  a 
regular  correspondence  with  collc^^ues  in  the  country,  and  to 
infonn  the  county  through  them,  of  all  proceedings  in  the  Gen- 
eral Committee,  at  such  times  as  the  coanty  Del^^ates  shall  tw 
absrait.  It  is  to  he  understood  that  attendance  on  the  part  of  the 
county  Delegates  will  not  be  required,  except  on  important  oc- 
casions. In  this,  however,  they  are  to  study  their  own  convm- 
ienoe;  if  tii^  all  come  often,  we  are  persuaded  that  die  Commit- 
tee will  deriTC  satisfactioo  and  profit  from  their  {vesence  and 
advice. 

As  soon  as  the  gentlemen  of  your  counfy,  shall  have  aj^nt- 
ed  Delegates,  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  thbir  attention  to  dte 
Itrst  great  businesB  which  shall  |Hvhably  engage  the  General 
Committee,  viz:  An  humble  application  to  our  gradoos  Sove- 
reign, submitting  to  him  our  loyalty  and  attachment,  our  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  a  true  statement  of  oar  situation,  and  of  the 
laws  which  operate  against  us ;  and  humbly  beseeching,  tiuit 
we  may  be  restored  ttie  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE,  and  an 
equal  participattoo  in  the  beneflta  of  tlie  TRIAL  BT  JURY. 
Vft  have  tite  FIRST  AUTHORITY  for  asserting,  that  this  ^ 
|dication  will  have  inAnitc  weight  with  our  gracious  Sovereign 
and  with  Parliament,  if  our  fWends  are  qualified  to  declaitv  that 
it  U  the  universal  wish  of  EVERY  Catholic  in  the  Nation.  To 
enable,  therefwe,  your  Delegates  and  the  General  Committee  to 
•urceed  in  your  behalf,  it  will  br  necessary  thattfaa  n 
Vol.    I 5fi 
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The  clrrgj'.  being  the  natural  giiarfltMnit  of  mantlity,  will 
undoubtedly  consent  to  o-opriiite  with  tlie  laity,  wltcji  tlir; 
rontfidcr  that  the  rentoratinn  of  tlie  elective  frunchisc  tu  the 
Catholic  community  will  tend  to  prevent  tlwwe  perjuries  wtiidi 
are  so  rommon  at.  and  which  disgrace  tl)c  i-eturn  ot'eliirtioncer- 
ing  contests  By  such  conduct  will  tlic^  clei^y  secun^  Ut  tliem- 
Belves  that  influence  over  tlie  laity  of  tlieir  own  persuasion, 
which  it  is  useful  that  good  clergy  shoulil  haw ;  and  tliat  re- 
spcctability  among  pcraons  of  oUier  jfernuasioiiK,  which  miiM 
naturalty  result  from  the  increased  importance  of  the  people  to 
whom  tltey  belong.  It  is  unnecessary  ti»  jxiint  out  the  ailvnnta- 
ges  which  a  restoration  of  the  elective  franrhi!«e  would  ju-oilucn 
in  our  habits  and  modes  of  life  :  in  the  state  of  national  as  well 
as  individual  happiness.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  thai  not  only  lay- 
men, but  every  Catholic  bishop  and  pi-iest,  would,  by  tlie  arquj- 
Bition  of  so  valuable  a  privilege  to  the  Catholic  body  at  large, 
find  his  condition  meliorated  in  a  variety  of  shapes  and  ciiviim- 
stanres,  which  cannot  easily  be  reduced  witliin  the  comgrass  of 
exact  calculation.  The  silent  oj)criition  of  this  right  would,  in 
the  lapse  of  time,  contribute  to  raise  a  respet^table  yeomanry  in 
the  Kingdom  ;  and  this  yeomanry,  giving  on  tlie  one  hand  a  new 
infusion  of  vigor  to  the  commonwealtl),  would,  on  tlie  other. 
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As  soon  as  your  Delegates  shall  have  been  chosen,  we  request 
that  you  is^ill  make  a  return  of  their  names,  and  address  it  to 
our  Secretary^  Mr.  Richard  M*CormidCf  Mdrl^S'^lleiff  Dublin. 


September  IS,  1792. 
Ma  meeting  (^  the  BvIheommUiee  of  the  Catholic^ 

Raxdal  M'Dokneix,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

The  Sub-onnmittee  having  seen,  wifli  great  concern,  a  variety 
of  publications,  censuring  the  circular  letter  lately  issued  by 
them,  said  to  be  signed  Edward  BTRms,  and  erroneously 
stated  to  be  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  submit  that  letter  to  the  inspection  of  tiie  Hon.  SiMoir 
Butler  and  Berespord  Burstok,  Esq.  two  gentlemen  of 
the  first  eminence  in  the  profSession,  and  who  have  the  honor 
to  be  of  his  Majesty's  Council. 

The  case  and  opinions  of  tliose  gentlemen,  ^liiich  follow,  will 
demonstrate  fliat  the  Committee  have  taken  no  step  whatso- 
ever, which  the  laws  and  Constitution  do  not  fiilly  warrant. 

CASE. 


The  Catholics  of  Ireland,  laboring  under  laws  by  which  fliqr 
are  deprived  of  every  share  in  the  Legislature,  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  serving  flidr  country  in  any  c^ce,  civil  or  military^  and 
deprived  of  an  equal  participation  with  their  fellow-subjects  of 
other  persuasions,  in  the  benefit  of  the  trial  by  jury,  are  desir- 
ous of  laying  thdr  grievances  b^re  the  King  and  Parliament, 
and  Bupidicating  redress. 

As  the  most  effectual  method  of  collecting  the  sense  of  the 
Catholic  body,  and  laying  it  befiNretfae  King  and  Parliament, 
a  General  Committee  firom  that  body  was  fwmed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  afqplicatioii  to  tbe  Legislature,  firom  time  to 
time,  on  tiie  subject  of  their  grievance^  and  praying  that  re- 
dress, to  which  their  foyalty  and  attachment  to  thdr  Sovereign, 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  justly  entitled  them. 

in  flie  last  session  of  Parliament^  tbe  General  Committee, 
«•  tfulivf  Aiiiby  did,  onbdialfof 
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present  a  petition  1o  Pailiamont.  praying  relief,  which  petition 
was.  with  cii'cumstanci's  of  unpi-ecedentrd  scieritj-.  rejected ; 
and,  as  one  of  the  many  caunea  of  said  rejection,  it  was  alleged, 
that  tlie  persons!  whose  names  were  affixed  to  said  petition  were 
a  faction,  unconnected  with  and  ina>nipetent  to  speak  the  sense 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  In  order  to  obtiate  eAei-}-  such 
objection  in  future,  the  General  Committee  framed  a  plant 
which  is  sent  herewith,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  tlie  at- 
tendance of  such  persons  from  each  county  as  were  best  ac- 
quainted witii  tlie  flcntime iiK  and  could  best  declare  tlic  voir* 
of  tite  Catliolics  of  Ircl»nd,  who  shwdd  he  by  them  deputed  as 
Delegates  to  tlie  General  Committee,  willi  instructions  to  sup- 
port, in  the  said  Committed  as  the  voice  of  tiie  Catholics,  liy 
whom  tliey  were  deputed,  ''That  an  humble  representation  bt^ 
"made  to  their  gracious  Sovereign,  and  tn  Parliament,  of  tlic 
"  many  sevciT  laws  which  oppress  his  Majesty's  faitliful  sub- 
"jects  tlie  Catholics  of  Ii-eiand.  altliongh  no  cause,  founded 
'•  in  wisdom  or  policy,  is  a,ssigned  for  their  continuance,  implor- 
"ing  it  as  essential  to  tlieir  protection.  an<l  to  secure  an  inipar- 
"tial  distribution  of  justice  in  their  favor,  that  they  maybe 
"  restored  to  tlie  fleclrce  franchise,  and  an  equal  pai'ticipation 
"  in  the  benefits  of  the  trial  by  jury.'* 
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Sd.  H  B  meeting  for  the  parpose  of  choosing  such  delegatea, 
an  unlawful  assembly ;  uid  if  not  on  unlawful  8880011117,  ^^^ 
any  Magistrate  or  other  person,  by  or  under  pretence  of  tbe  riot 
act,  or  an;  otberf  and  what  statute,  a  right  to  disperse  said 
meeting? 

4tfa.  What  is  the  legal  node  of  presenting  petitions  to  the 
Legislature  in  Ireland ;  and  is  then  aaj,  and  what  statute  upon 
that  pmnt,  in  this  countty? 

5fii.  Is  the  i^an  sent,  herewith,  agreefdile  to  law?  if  no^ 
wherein  is  it  contrai?  tiieretD,  and  to  what  penalties  would  per- 
sons beoMDe  subject,  who  should  carry,  or  attempt  to  cany, 
the  same  into  effect? 

Counsel  wiU  please  to  state  fke  antfioritiM  iqwn  which  ha 
grounds  his  opinitm. 


'    Jhswer  totheltt  ifuesHotu 

I  am  cleariy  and  decidedly  of  o^nion,  that  all  and  every  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  of  this  Kingdom,  of  every  persuasion, 
Roman  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant,  have  an  vntJiauAU  right 
to  petituaif  in  a  peaceable  manner,  the  King,  or  either  Hoose 
of  Fariiament,  for  redress  of  grievances,  be  those  grievuMxs 
real  w  imaginary. — Ist  Black.  Comm.  143. 

Jruwer  tothtid  tpiatum. 
i  am  cleariy  and  decidedly  erf"  opinion,  that  Roman  Catholics 
have,  equally  with  Protestants,  a  right  to  choott  ddtgates  for 
the  purpose  of  framing  such  petition,  and  presenting  the  saoie 
in  a  peaceable  and  respectfiil  manner  to  titc  X^egislature,  and 
that  Aey  are  iurf/«rWiU»  $0  to  do  by  tauf  law  or  Mtatute  vhat- 
joeT«r.~-Del^atioa  haa  always  been  considwed  not  only  as 
the  most  effectual  OKide  ci  obtaining  the  general  sense,  but  also 
as  the  best  secnrity  against  tnmult  and  disturitancc. 

i/Snnver  to  the  3d  tfiiation. 
I  am  also  dearly  and  decidedly  of  opini(Hi»  that  a  peaceable 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  choomng  such  delegates,  is  a  larwful 

assembly,  and  Uiat  no  magistrate  or  oUicr  |iers»n,  by  or 
jHPtenre  of  the  rint  art  or  any  other  itittiilr.  hax  a  right,t 
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pene  such  merting. — Tlic  i»8einbly  vliirh  may  Ue  OLsiirrKed 
under  authority  of  the  riot  iict,  nuist  be  unlavrul,  riotous,  til* 
miiltuouH,  and  in  distui-banrp  of  tlie  \>ub\ic  prare.  The  act  is 
i  nope  ratine  upon  an  assembly  tliat  is  lawful ;  ami  I  ferl  im  dif- 
ficiilty  in  derlaring  my  opinion,  that  an  ohsti-uctinn  <>r  Die  pearr- 
able  oxerciHc  of  an  unalienable  right  of  tlic  subject,  is  a  misdt' 
meanor  of  the  greatest  magnUndt.  and  that  any  jtri-son  charged 
v'iWi  the  guilt  thereof,  be  Ins  rank  or  station  wliat  it  may,  U 
indictable,  and.  if  found  guilty  by  his  country,  liable  to  be. 
fined  and  imprimned :  and  I  also  feci  no  difficulty  in  declaring 
niy  opinion,  that  publications  charging  the  General  Coramtttrc 
with  exciting,  in  the  instance  belbre  us,  unlawful  asBrmblies 
for  seilitiouH  purposes,  are  HbeU,  avd,  as  sveh,  are  indutMt 
and  actionabU. 

^9nsV'rr  lo  the  4/A  <iiieslwti. 
By  the  English  statute  of  the  1st  Alilliani  and  Mary,  st  2. 
ch.  IL  commonly  calM  the  Hill  of  Rights,  and  which  being  a 
law  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  subjeet.  is,  therefore,  of 
force  ill  Ireland,  it  is  declarc^l  '-that  atl  .subjects  have  a  right 
to  [K'tition  the  King,   and   that  all  commitments  and  pro»iecn> 
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teiKC  of  petitimiing,  tihe  subject  be  gailtjr  of  uaj  riot  or  tamult 
I  uD,tb(9^onsofopiniMv  thatwpar&iiJarwodct^presefitiiig 
petitiona  to  tbe  Legifdature  of  Ireland  is  pointed  out  by  any  law 
or  statute  of  force  in  this  kingdom.  It  is  to  be  (rtiserved,  that 
in  the  last  seasions  of  Parliament,  a  great  concourse  of  pot^e 
aasembled  in  the  Park,  fkvmed  a  petition*  and  deputed  a  verjr 
Ui^  number  of  their  bod  J  to  present  it  to  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  obaerving  upon  tbe  petititm,  did  not 
charge  the  petitioners  witik  any  iU^alitir.  either  in  assembling 
to  frame,  or  in  presenting  tbe  petition^  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  Ua 
Lordship  was  pleased  to  commend  ftem  tar  the  peace^le  man- 
ner in  which  titey  deported  tlmtuelres.  The  success  which  at- 
tended tbo  petition  is  in  tbe  recoUection  (tf  most  petqile. 

Ainoer  to  tiie  5th  Ifucitvm. 

I  am  also  cleariy  and  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  thb  flait 
IB  iir  BVBRT  BBipBCT  AQBBBABidB  TO  law,  and  that  persons 
peaceably  carrying,  or  attempting  to  carry  tin  same  into  efiect, 
would  not  thereby  incur  any  pentUty  -wkataotrver.  The  plan  is, 
indeed,  unexceptionable ;  while  it  serves  cAbctually  to  obtain 
the  general  sense  of  tite  great  Cstfiolic  body  ci  Ireland,  it  pro- 
\idefl  every  precautiiMi  against  tumult  and  disturbance. 

SIMON  BUTLER. 

September  3,  1792. 


I.  Hifl  Majesty's  subjects  of  Ireland  pnrf^ssing  tfie  Soman 
Catholic  religion,  tuve,  in  my  apaaim,  a  right  to  petition  his 
Mi\jesty  and  the  two  Housea  of  Pariianwnt,  or  any  of  them,  for 
the  recess  of  grievances,  equally  with  Protestanti. 

IL  As  tiiey  have  this  rigfat,  it  follows,  as  I  cooceiTe,  that; 
where  (he  grievance  complained  of  aflccta  tlie  whole  body,  tfacy 
have  also  a  right  to  collect  the  aenae  of  eveiy  individual  of  flmt 
body;  but  as  the  assembling  titem  all  fiv  that  purpose  would  b« 
Inconvenient,  imprudent,  and  perhaps  dangcrom,  I  think  tbe 
sense  ot  tlie  whole  may  be  dJlected  fiwn  a  smaller  nnmbcTf 
delegated  by  then  for  that  purpose,  who  may  frame  and  pre- 
sent SBch  petitioB  j  and  I  know  of  no  principle  of  the  Common 
law,  nor  of  any  statute,  by  iriilch  tbcT'  are  forbidden  to  do  so ; 
it  bring  always  supposed  that  these,  proceedings  are  carried  on 
in  a  |>parcablp  and  respectful  manner. 
Voj-  I.— 57 
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III.  1  do  not  appreliciid  that  a  number  of  Romao  Catliolic«, 
meeting  in  aprivati^,  peaceable^  and  quiet  manner,  for  the  w^c 
purpose  of  declaring  their  sense  of  tlie  alleged  grict  ances,  and 
tlieii-  desire  of  ])etitioning  the  Legislature  for  redress,  and  of 
choosing  out  of  theniBclvcs,  one  or  more,  to  assist  in  fratoing 
and  presenting  such  petition,  can  be  considered  an  an  unlawfiil 
u-ssembly  ;  and  1  lio  not  thiidt  that  any  magistrate,  or  otiier 
person,  h_v.  or  under  pretence  of,  tlic  Riot  Act,  or  any  other 
act  that  I  am  acquainted  witli,  would  hare  a  right  to  disperse 
such  meeting. 

IV.  1  do  not  know  of  any  statute  in  this  kingdom  which  re- 
gulates tlic  mode  of  presenting  petitions  to  tlie  Legislature  of 
this  kingdom.  The  English  statute  of  the  I3th  Car.  II.  st.  V. 
ch.  3d.  has  not  been  enacted  here,  tliat  I  know  of;  but  the 
gcnerAl  law  of  the  land  requires  that  tlie  petition  should  be  pre- 
sented in  the  most  respectful  and  peaceable  manner.  TIte  in- 
tended petition,  as  1  apprehend,  should  be  entitled  the  petition  of 
liis  Majesty's  subjects  of  Ireland  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion ;  and  sliould  be  signed  Iiy  a  few  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  each  county  and  principal  city  in  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  tltem- 
selves  and  tlieir  Roman  Catltolic  bretliren  of  that  county  or 
(ily,    Arrording  to  the  foi-ms  of  Parliament  here,   the  prtitioa 
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PETITION  OP  THE  CATHOLICS  OP  IRELAND. 

Januarji  2,  1793. 

Mr.  Byrney  Mr.  Keogh,  Mr.  Devereux^  Mr.  Bellew,  and 
Sir  Thomas  French,  the  gentleniMi  delegated  by  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland^  attended  flio  levee  at  St  James's,  and  had  the  honor 
to  present  the  humble  petition  of  that  body  to  his  Miyesty,  .ivho 
was  pleased  to  recei^^  it  most  graciously. 

The  delegates  were  introduced  by  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas,  Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

The  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  petition  : 

To  the  Kng^s  most  excellent  Majesty: 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  Catholics,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  flie  rest  c^  his  Catholic  subjects  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland. 

Most  Gracious  Sovebeioit:  We,  your  Miyesty's  most  du« 
tiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  professing 
the  Catholic  religion,  presume  to  approach  your  Majesty,  who 
are  the  common  &ther  c^  all  your  people,  and  humbly  to  sub* 
mit  to  your  consideration  the  manifold  incapacities  and  opprea* 
sive  disqualifications  under  which  we  labor. 

For,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  afker  a  century  of  uninter* 
rupted  loyalty,  in  which  time  five  foreign  wars  and  two  domes- 
tic rebellions  have  occurred ;  after  having  taken  every  oath 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  your  Majesty,  and  given,  and  be- 
ing still  ready  to  give,  every  pledge  which  can  be  devised  (at 
their  peaceable  demeanor  and  unconditional  submission  to  the 
laws,  tiie  Catholics  of  Ireland  stand  obnoxious  to  a  long  cata- 
logue of  statutes,  inflicting  on  dutiful  and  meritorious  subjects 
pains  and  penalties  of  an  extent  and  severity,  which  scarce  any 
dq^ree  of  delinquency  can  warrant,  and  prolonged  to  a  period 
when  no  necessity  can  be  alleged  to  justify  their  continuance. 

Li  the  first  ^ace,  we  bef;  leave,  wilii  all  humility,  to  reprt- 
smt  to  your  Mqesty,  that,  notwiflistanding  the  lowest  depart- 
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nirnts  in  jotir  Mi\jc»t}'H  fleets  and  armirR  arc  largely  8U]»plipd 
by  our  mimbers,  and  your  tvvenue  in  thin  country  to  a  great 
degi-ee  supported  by  our  contributions,  wc  are  (1isable«l  from 
serving  jour  Majesty  in  any  office  of  trust  and  emohinifnt 
whatsoever,  civil  or  military- :  a  proscription  which  flisi-egartbt 
capacity  or  merit:  ftdmits  of  neither  t|ualificatinii  nor  degree, 
and  reHta  as  an  uni\ci-sa]  iitigma  of  distrust  upon  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  your  Catholic  subjects. 

We  are  inlenlicted  from  all  municipal  stations  and  the  fraii- 
cliise  of  all  guilds  and  corpnr.itionH  ;  and  our  exclusion  from 
the  benefits  annexed  1o  those  situations  Ls  not  an  evil  terminat- 
ing in  itself;  for,  by  giving  an  advantage  over  us  to  those  in 
wlinm  they  are  exclusively  nested,  they  establish,  thronghont 
tiie  kingdom,  a  sjieries  of  qualified  monopoly,  onifonnl}  operat- 
ing i»  our  disfavor,  contrai-y  to  the  spirit,  and  highly  detrimen- 
tal to  tlie  frewlom  of  trade. 

We  may  not  found  nor  endow  any  university,  college,  or 
school,  for  the  education  of  our  children,  anil  we  are  interdicted 
fi-om  obtaining  degrees  in  the  University  of  Dublin  by  the  seve- 
ral chartere  and  statutes  now  in  force  thei-ein. 

We  ai-e  totally  prohibited  from  keeping  or  using  weapons  for 
the  defence  of  our  houses,  families,  or  persons,  whereby  we  are 
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chase  bis  repose ;  he  may  be  attacked  by  new  bills,  if  his  future 
industry  be  successful*  and  again  be  plundered  by  due  process 
of  law. 

We  are  excluded,  or  may  be  excluded,  from  all  petit  juries, 
in  civil  actions,  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a  Protestant ;  and 
we  are  further  excluded  from  all  petit  juries  in  trials  by  inform- 
ation w  indictment,  founded  on  any  of  the  Popery  laws,  by 
which  law  we  most  humbly  submit  to  your  Miyesty,  that  your 
loyal  subjects,  the  Calliolics  of  Ireland,  are  in  this  their  native 
land,  in  a  worse  situation  than  thai  of  aliens,  for  fliey  may  de- 
mand an  equitable  privilege  denied  to  us,  of  having  half  their 
jury  aliens  like  themselves. 

We  may  not  serve  on  grand  juries,  unless,  which  it  is  scarcely 
possible  can  ever  happen,  there  should  not  be  found  a  sufficiency 
c^  Protestants  to  complete  the  pannel ;  contrary  to  that  humane 
and  equitable  principle  of  the  law,  which  says  that  no  man  shall 
be  convicted  of  any  capital  offence,  unless  by  the  concurring 
verdicts  of  two  juries  of  his  neighbors  and  equals ;  whereby, 
and  to  this  we  humbly  presume  mwe  particularly  to  implore 
your  royal  attention,  we  are  deprived  of  the  great  palladium 
of  the  omstitution,  trial  by  our  peers,  independent  of  the  ma- 
nifest injustice  of  our  jamgcrty  being  taxed  in  assessments  by  a 
body  from  which  we  are  formally  excluded. 

We  avoid  a  further  enumeration  c^  inferior  grievances ;  but, 
may  it  please  your  Miyesty,  there  remains  one  incapacity,  which 
your  loyal  subjects  the  Catholics  c^  Ireland  feel  witli  most  poig- 
nant anguish  of  mind,  as  being  the  badge  of  unmerited  dis- 
grace and  ig^nominy,  and  the  cause  and  bitter  aggravation  of  all 
our  oth^  calamities  :  we  are  deprived  of  the  elective  fiimcliise, 
to  the  manifest  perversion  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  inas- 
much as  your  faithful  subjects  are  fliereby  taxed  where  fliey  are 
not  represented,  actuaUy  or  virtually,  and  bound  by  laws,  in  the 
framing  of  which,  they  have  no  power  to  give  w  witlihold  their 
assent ;  and  we  most  humbly  implore  your  Miyesty  to  believe, 
that  this,  our  prime  and  heavy  grievance,  is  not  an  evil  merely 
speculative,  but  is  attended  with  great  distress  to  all  ranks,  and, 
in  many  instances,  with  the  total  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
lower  <Mtlers  of  your  Miyosty's  fiuthful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland ;  for,  may  it  please  your  Miyesty,  not  to 
■Mntm  the  infinite  variety  of  advantages,  in  point  of  proteolii 
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aiwl  ollicrwisc,  which  tJu-  cnjojmpiit  of  the  eltrtiiT  frwicbisn 
gi^-cs  to  those  who  [nsecsH  it,  nor  the  coiiK«]uent  inconvf  nicncts 
to  which  tJiosc  n  ho  arr  dojn-ivo*!  thereof  tuv,  liable-  not  to  men- 
tion the  disgrace  to  tlirep  fourths  of  your  loyal  subjects  of  li-r- 
land  of  livinf;  tlie  only  body  of  men  incapable  of  franchise,  in  a 
nation  iKJSsessing  a  free  constilution,  it  ctmtinually  happens, 
and,  of  necessity,  from  the  maligniuit  nature  of  the  law.  iniist 
happen,  that  inulUtuden  of  the  Catliolic  tenantry,  in  divers  conn- 
tieH  in  tliis  kingiloni,  arc,  at  tlic  expiration  of  tlu'ir  leases,  ex- 
jtelted  from  their  tenements  an<l  farms,  to  make  room  for  l*ro- 
tcstant  freeholders,  who,  by  tlicir  voteSf  may  contribute  tn  tltc 
weiglit  and  imitortance  of  their  landlords :  a  circunistanr«  which 
n-nilera  tlie  recurrence  of  a  general  election — that  period  which 
is  the  boast  and  laudable  triumph  of  our  Protestant  bretlireiv— 
a  visitation  and  heavy  curse  to  us,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  subject*.  And  may  it  please  your  Majestj-,  tiiis  uncer- 
tainty of  jiosscssion  to  your  Alajesty's  Catliolic  subjects,  op^ 
rntca  as  a  perpetual  restraint  and  discouragement  on  industry 
ami  the  spirit  of  cultivation,  whereby  it  happens  that  tliis  your 
Majesty's  kingdom  of  Ireland,  possessing  many  and  great  na- 
tural advantages  of  soil  and  rlimute,  so  as  to  be  exceeded  tlierejn 
by  few,  if  any,  countries  on  tlie  earth,  is  yet  prevented  from 
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dNutitution  by  wir  forefatlien ;  wu  second  to  at  least  a  great 
part  <^  our  body  hy  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  in  1691,  guaraii< 
teed  by  your  M^esty's  royal  predecessors,  King  William  and 
Queen  Maryt  and  finally  confirmed  and  ratified  by  Parliament ; 
notwithstanding  which,  and  in  direct  breach  of  the  public  taith 
of  the  nation,  ttiua  solemnly  pledged,  tor  which  our  ancestors 
paid  a  valuable  consideration,  in  the  sorrender  of  their  anns, 
and  a  great  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  notwithstanding  the  most 
acrupulouA  adherence,  on  our  part,  to  the  terms  of  the  said  trea- 
ty, anil  our  unremitting  loyalty  from  that  day  to  the  present, 
the  said  right  ot  elective  franchise  was  finally  and  universally 
taken  away  from  the  Catliolica  of  Ireland,  so  lately  as  the  first 
year  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Second. 

And  when  wc  thus  presume  to  submit  this  infraction  of  tlie 
treaty  of  Limerick  to  your  Majesty's  royal  notice,  it  is  not  tliat 
we  ourselrcs  consider  it  to  bo  the  strong  part  of  our  case ;  for, 
though  our  rights  were  recognized,  they  were  by  no  meant 
created  by  that  treafy ;  and  we  do,  with  all  humility,  conceive, 
that*  if  no  such  event  as  the  said  treaty  had  ever  taken  place, 
your  Mi^jeaty's  Catholic  subjects,  Irom  tiieir  unvarying  loyalty, 
and  dutiful  submission  to  the  laws,  and  from  the  great  suppwt 
afforded  by  them  to  your  Majesty's  Government  in  tliis  countiy, 
as  well  in  their  personal  service  in  your  Mi^esty's  fleets  and 
Armies,  as  from  the  taxes  and  revenues  loied  on  their  proper^, 
are  fully  competent  and  justly  entitled  to  participato  and  ei^oy 
tlie  blessings  of  tlie  coa<rtitution  of  their  country. 

And  now  that  we  have,  with  all  humility,  submitted  our 
grievances  to  your  M^esty,  permit  us,  most  gracious  Sove- 
reign,  again  to  represent  our  sincere  attachment  to  the  constitu- 
tion, as  established  in  three  esUtes  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mmis ;  oar  uninterrupted  loyalty,  peaceable  demeanor,  and  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  for  one  hundred  years ;  and  our  detennina- 
tion  to  persevere  in  the  same  dutiful  conduct  which  has,  under 
-  your  M^jeaty^B  happy  auspices,  procured  us  Aose  relaxations 
of  the  pMial  statatas,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  has 
from  time  to  time  thought  proper  to  grant ;  we  humbly  {»esume 
to  h(^  that  your  M^iesty,  in  your  paternal  goodnefls  and  afiec- 
tion  towania  a  numerous  and  oppi-essiil  IkuIj  uI'  your  loyiil  siib< 
jecbt,  may  be  graciously  [ileaftcd  to  i-c<-oinnitn(l  to  .youi*  Pallia 
ment  of  Ireland,  to  take  into  llirir  considcralioii  " 
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our  situation,  our  numbers,  our  nirrita.  and  our  Huflcrings ;  and, 
as  wp  do  not  give  place  to  any  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  nacrcd  person,  we  cannot  sui>- 
press  our  wishes  of  being  rcatnred  to  the  rigbtn  and  privilrgies 
of  the  constitution  of  our  routitry.  and  thereby  bev^niing  more 
worthy,  aa  well  as  more  capable,  of  rendering  your  Majesty 
that  service,  which  it  is  not  less  our  duty  than  our  inclination 
to  affbrd. 

So  may  your  Majesty  transmit  to  your  latest  posterity,  a 
Crown  secured  by  public  advantage  and  public  affection:  and 
BO  may  your  royal  jM-rson  become,  if  possible,  more  dear  to 
your  grateful  people. 

[Tlic  abo\e  petition  is  signed  by  tlie  Delegates  from  the  tiA- 
loning  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  ui  tlie kingdom  of  L-elaml.] 
John  Thomas  Troy.  D.  D.  Ro-T 

man  Catholic  Archbishop  of    For  ourselves  and  the    Ro- 

Dublin,  >     man  Catholic  Pirlates  and 

H.  Moylan.  D.  D.  Roman  Ca-         Clet^y  uf  Ireland. 

Iholic  Bishop  of  Cork,  J 

Luke  Teiling,  "J  For  ourselves  and  tlie  Cadm- 

Oliver  O'Hara.  y     lies  of  the  county  of  An- 

Bemard  O'Neill,  J      trim. 

Theo.  MacRenna. 
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Richard  Dodd, 
Danir)  MacL»uglilin, 
Amli-ow  MsicShaiie, 
Suniiifl  Norris, 
John  O'Neill, 
John  Magenisi 
Tlionias  Savage, 
Jflnica  Kenney. 
Patrick  Thunder, 
Ban-j-  Lawlean, 
Pati-ick  Smith, 
Peter  Fajreli, 
Thuma<)  Se  grave, 
Henry  Thunder, 
James  Kieman, 
Philip  Maguire, 
Terence  Maguii-e, 
Richard  Kieman, 
ClirLstopher  Dillon  Bcllew, 
Christopher  Bellew, 
Thomas  French, 
llioman  Hussey, 
Mattliew  Mfiriarty, 
TliomaB  Fitzgerald,  jun. 
Charles  Ajlmer, 
Jolin  Esruoiide, 
Christii])licr  Nangle. 
Jame^)  Arrhbold. 
Rande)  MacDonnell, 
Edward  Shell, 
Nicholas  Derereux, 
Patrick  Oliver  Plunkett, 
Francis  Bennett, 
Mjle.s  Keiui, 
Hiigli  O'Beime, 
John  Kmgh, 
Robert  Dillon, 
Bryan  Slieehy, 
R.  Sheehy  Keatiiige, 
Richard  MurCormirk, 
Andrew  MarShane, 
Richard  Dodd. 
James  Count  Nugent, 
ChriRtoplter  Nugent, 
Bernard  O'Reilly, 
EdwanI  MacEvoy, 
John  Weldon, 
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i  County  of  DoonegaL 
UCouuty  of  Down. 

Lcounty  of  DubUa 

^Coun^  of  Fennaiuigfa. 

l  County  of  Galway. 
jCoun^ofKeiry. 

UCounty  <ii  KJldare. 

I  Coun^  ot  Kilkenny. 
i  Kii^B  Coun^. 

UCoan^  of  Leitriiik 

y  County  of  Limerick. 
I  County  of  Londonderry. 

Lcountr  of  Wcstmeatii. 
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Patrick  Byrne, 
Pati-ick  Russell, 
JaHK-s  Jose|di  MacDouiiell, 
Edmunrl  Dillon, 
Andrew  Creaii  Lvnoh, 
Nicholas  Fitzgerald. 
Theodore  Mahon, 
Jantos  Naiiglc, 
Baittiolomew  Barn\\all. 
Michael  Johnson. 
Richard  Bamenal). 
Thomas  Ryan,  M.  D. 
Hugh  Hamill, 
James  Carolan. 
Bartlioloinew  Clinton, 
Daniel  Reillj. 
Morgan  Kavanagh. 
James  Warren. 
William  Dunne, 
Edward  Byrne,  jun. 
John  Fallon. 
Janie.s  Plunkctt, 
Owen  O'Connor, 
Hugli  MacDennot,  M.  D. 
J.  Evei-ard, 
Patiick  Mullarkj, 
Jolin  MacDoiii>gh. 
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(  County  of  Louth. 

Coimty  of  Mayo. 


County  of  Meatli. 

jkCounty  of  Monagban. 

^Queen's  County. 

I  Cotmty  of  Roscomiooib 

UCounty  of  SlJgo. 
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Walter  BjTnc, 
Thomas  Fitz  Simony 
Ricliai*d  Doyle, 
Pati*ick  Cavcnaghy 
Peter  Brady, 
Michael  D^is, 
Lattin  Fitzgerald 
John  Walsh, 
John  Cormick, 
Christopher  Teeling,  M.  D, 
Laurence  MacDermott, 
John  Byrne, 
Edward  Madden, 
Thomas  Warren, 
Lewis  Flanagan, 
James  Molloy, 
Thomas  Magan, 
Ignatius  Weldon, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Edward  Sutton, 
William  Kearney, 
Michael  MacCarty, 
Francis  Arthur, 
Jasper  White, 
Luke  Stritch, 
George  O'Halloran, 
William  Sweetman, 
Charles  Toung, 
John  Rivers, 

Matthew  James  Plunkett, 
Henry  Lynch, 
Malachy  O'Connor, 
Edmund  Lynch  Athy, 
Martin  F.  Lynch, 
James  Fitz  Simons, 
N.  Le  Favrc, 
Hugh  Leonard, 
John  Dunn, 
James  Bird, 
Roger  Hamill, 
Gerald  Dillon, 
Jeremiah  Dwyer, 
Simon  Kelly, 
Mark  Dowlin, 
James  Reilly, 
Charies  Drumgoole> 
Paul  Houston, 
PhiUp  Sullivan, 


►County  of  Wicklow. 


J>County  of 


County  of  Westmeath. 


I  Town  of  Carrickfergus. 

To^^Ti  of  Armagh. 
Town  of  Inniskillin. 
Town  of  Cai'low. 

I  Philliptown. 

Town  of  Dundalk. 

X  Town  of  Trim. 

Town  of  Wexford. 


City  of  Limerick. 


Clonmell. 

-Town  of  Galway. 

Carrick  on  Shannon. 
I  Town  of  Castlebar. 
Town  of  Sligo. 


1 
} 


Town  of  Drogheda. 

Town  of  CasheL 
Town  of  Athlonc. 

Town  &  Lordship  of  Newry. 


1  Town  of  BukKwOy. 
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Tbamafi  Dorftti. 

Jaincs  FLelly, 

J  oil  II  Dotialioc, 

Con.  Loughmjrn. 

John  Slieai'mui, 

JoliD  Murjrfiy, 

Jamra  Dixon, 

Jiisopli  Patrick  Cahill, 

G.  ritzgenJd, 

Jnlin  MiirLoghlin. 

\Vj]liaiii  Jamra  MacNeveii, 

Eilnard  Gcoghdiaii, 

Dcnli  Cassin, 

Richard  Crass, 

Patrick  Byme, 

Tiionias  Bmirke, 

Joliii  0-Neill. 

RirlianI  Browne, 

Givgory  Scuilog. 

Hubti-t  Thomas  Dolpbin, 

Henry  Johnatun, 

Patj-ick  Byrne, 

W.  S.  Kimlclan, 

A.  TlininjiHon, 

J  lib  II  Ksniond, 

Jo$iC)ili  Byrne. 

Anthony  Fi-ench, 


I  Ba]]yHhannon. 
Tow  n  of  Carrick  on  £ 

J.  City  or  Kilkenny. 

Dunganan. 
j  Town  of  Athy. 

Town  of  Boyle. 
I  \avan. 

Town  of  BaDymahoB. 
I  Town  of  Belfast. 

I  TowTi  of  Athboy. 

j  Town  of  CaiTickm 

Loughrea. 
Maryboraiigh. 

JArdee. 

Town  of  Thurlcs. 
1  Tow  n  of  Naas. 

Town  of  Athenry 
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Tliomas  Braughall, 
Charles  Ryan^ 
John  Bally 

Thomas  MarDonnelK 
Christopher  Kelly^ 
Patrick  Sweetmau, 
John  Sutton^ 
John  Comerfordy 
Patrick  Grehan, 
James  Ferrall^ 
WiUiam  Clark, 
John  Kearney, 
Richard  Walsh, 
J.  G.  Kennedy, 
John  Andrews, 


>City  of  Dublin. 


APPENDIX. 

8ub»committee — January  12,  1793. 

Denis  Thomas  O'BRiEiCy  in  the  chair. 
It  having  been  publicly  and  solemnly  asserted,  that  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Catholics  to  his  Majesty  contained  many  falsehoods 
and  misrepresentations, 

RtMolvedj  tkerefarCf  That  it  is  necessary  to  republish  that 
Petition,  with  Notes,  reciting  the  different  acts  of  Parliament 
on  which  llie  allq;ed  faUehoads  and  misrqfreseniations  are 
grounded. 

Signed  by  order, 

JOHN  SWEETMAN,  Secretary. 
January  12,  1793. 


In  consequence  of  tlie  above  resolution,  the  petition,  with  ex- 
tracts flrom  the  different  statutes,  by  way  of  notes,  has  been 
printed  in  Dublin,  and  is  now,  with  the  same  notes,  reprinted  in 
London,  because  the  Lord  High  Chan cbixor  of  Irexjind's 
Speech,  in  the  Catholic  Petition,  lias  been  printed  here,  at 
UiDer's,  Bond-street,  price  6d.  or  two  guineas  per  hundred, 
flnd  circulated  with  uncommon  industry. 
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NOTES,                            ^^^H 

Ittciling  the  Slatules,  oii  which  the  allegations  in  the  petition  tat^^ 
grmimled. 

E^cry  pt'pson  that  sliall  be  admitted  intii  any  nHirc  cnil  oi- 
military,  or  shall  pcceivf  any  pay.  salary,  fep,  or  wages,  hclwng- 
ing  to  any  otficc  or  place  of  tnist,  by  reason  of  any  (Utrnt  or 
grant  fi-oiii  tlio  rrown,  or  having  command  or  place  of  trust 
from  or  under  the  crown,  or  liy  ita  antliority.  or  by  audmrity 
dci-ived  fi-oni  it.  within  this  i-calm,  shall,  in  the  sami'  or  next 
t«rm,  in  one  of  the  four  courts  in  ojten  court,  brtwccn  Uie  houn 
of  nine  and  twelve  in  the  foi-entwu,  or  between  the  said  houra. 
at  tlie  same  or  next  general  qnailer  ses-sions  for  tiiat  county, 
barony,  or  place  wliere  such  pei-sons,  iie\t  after  admission  into 
fiuch  office,  shall  i-cside.  take  the  several  oaths,  and  repeat  Hie 
deduratim  rojuiml  by  the  3d  W.  and  M.  ch.  2,  in  England, 
and  also  the  oatli  of  abjuration  ajipointed  by  1st  Anne,  ch.  89, 
in  England,  and  also  n<cei>  e  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
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uf  any  person  into  tlie  smil  offices,  places,  or  cmploymenbi :  tlic 
said  oaths  to  be  made  before  bucIi  persons  as  shall  admit  tlicm 
to  the  saifl  several  oflices :  and,  upon  any  such  person's  refusal 
to  take  the  said  oaths,  the  election  of  such  penions  intoanyof 
the  said  ofticcs  is  void  ;  such  persons  only  excepted,  with  whose 
making  said  oath  of  supremacy  tlie  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  some 
particular  reasons,  shall  tliink  fit,  by  writing  under  his  hand, 
by  name  to  dispense.  £5  Ch.  S  Rules  by  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council,  l6rs. 

The  oath  of  supremacy  mentioned  in  2d  Eliz.  ch.  I,  is  here- 
by abrogated ;  and  all  persons  iJiat  shall  be  admitted  into  any 
<^e  or  employment,  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  or  come  into  any 
ciqiacity  in  respect  whereof  they  should  have  been  obliged  to 
take  the  aud  abrogated  oath,  shall  take  the  oaths  and  make  the 
dtdaration  in  tliis  act  mentioned,  in  such  manner,  at  such  times, 
and  before  such  persons  as  tliey  wei-e  directed  to  take  the  said 
abrogated  oath.     3  W.  &  M.  ch.  2,  s.  1, 4.  English.  1609. 

Not  to  be  consti'ued  to  allow  ei-ection  or  endowment  of  any 
Popish  university  or  college,  or  endowed  school  in  this  rcolmt 
a.  4,21.  SS  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  68. 

All  Papists  shall  discover,  and  deliver  up  to  a  justice  of  peace, 
orheadofficer  of  their  place  of  residence,  alltbeirarms,  armory 
and  ammunition.  Any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  or  any  chief 
officer  of  a  town  corporate,  by  themsehes  or  by  tlieir  warrant, 
are  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  search  for  and  seize  all 
such  arms,  armor,  and  ammunition,  as  shall  be  concealed  in  any 
house,  lo<lging,  or  otlier  plares  where  tliry  shall  suspect  any 
such  arms,  armor,  or  ammunition,  shall  be  concealed ;  and  the 
same  so  seized,  preserve  for  the  King's  use,  and  return  a  true 
account  thereof  to  tlte  Lord  Lieutenant  The  search  must  be 
made  between  the  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun,  other  than 
in  the  cities  and  their  suburbs,  tonus  corporate,  market  towns, 
if  it  shall  be  so  thought  necessary,  and  the  warrant  for  that  pur- 
pose to  direct  and  appoint  In  case  such  justices  of  the  peace  or 
chief  (Acer  of  town  corporate,  after  sucii  search  made,  tutpect 
that  any  anns,  armor,  or  ammunition,  remained  concealed,  they 
are  required  to  cause  the  persons  suspected  of  concealing  the 
sane  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  to  be  examined  upon  oath 
concerning  the  same.  Every  Papist  who  shall  have  amis,  ar- 
mor, or  amrannitimi,  and  nnt  discover  and  deliver  np  the  same. 


■ 

Ql^H^^^H 
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ani  every  otlicr  person  u lio  fittingly  slinl)  hare  any  amut.  nf 

anil  every  bucIi  pci-son  mIi«.  hjioii  doraanil  or  seaiTli  made  for 
siirli  amiH.  armor  anil  ammunition,  shall  reruse  to  declare  to  tlif 

knowledge,  oi-  witli  lii»pi-ivity.  Iiave,  or  Hliall  hinder  tlic delivery 

Hanie.  and  every  otiter  person  nhn  shall  ivfiise  to  make  disco- 
very on  oatli,  to  be  administered  by  tlie  said  justices,  or  chief 
nilirer  of  tow  n  corporate,  ronreming  tlie  pi-emises,  or  being  n«m- 
inmied  hy  warrant,  tinder  the  bands  of  two  justices  of  pniu^e, 
shnll,  without  reasonable  cause,  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  be- 
fore such  justices  of  the  peace  or  chief  officer,  to  be  exaaiinwl 

If  such  ix-rson  be  a  peer  or  peei-ess,  he  or  she  shall,  for  tlic.  first 
offence,  forfeit  £100:  and,  for  the  second  oftence,   incur  the 

be  under  the  degree  of  a  peer  or  peeress,  he  or  she  shall,  for  the 
first  offence,  forfeit  i?30.  and  impnsonment  for  one  year:  and, 
for  tlie  second  offence,  incur  and  siiffei"  the  pains  and  pen^tiM 
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Tlie  powers  in  7th  Will.  Ill,  ch.  5,  may  be  escrcisod  by  tUl 
jiistires  of  the  peace  and  chief  officers  of  cities  and  tovna  corpo- 
rate :  the  penalty  for  first  ofiencc  in  peers  and  peeresses  ex- 
tended to  £  300,  and  in  other  persona  to  £50  and  one  year's  un- 
prisOTiment ;  said  penalties  of  £300,  and  £50.  to  be  divided  be- 
tween the  King  and  tlie  prosecutor.  Justices  of  peace  lor  conn- 
ties,  and  counties  of  cities  and  counties  of  towns,  at  Midsummer 
quarter  sessions,  yearly,  shall  issue  wamtntfl  to  constables  and 
two  others  in  each  barony,  to  search  ttur  arms,  arniar,  and  am- 
mtinition,  in  the  pasnession  of  Papists,  or  other  persons  in  trost 
for  tliem ;  and  the  chief  magistrate  of  every  city  and  town  cor- 
porate., not  being  a  county  of  a  city  w  county  of  a  town,  or  his 
deputy,  shall  once  in  a  year  issue  his  warrant  to  the  constables 
of  each  city  or  town  to  search  in  like  manner.  Hie  chief  ma- 
gistrate, orhisdeputy.neglertin^sotodo,sballCDrfeit£lO,aiid 
evcty  high  constable  neglecting  to  execute  such  warrant  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  £5,  and  every  petty  constable  neglecting  to 
execute  such  warrant  shall  forftit  £1,  Hia  said  respective  penal- 
ties to  be  recovered  by  civil  bill,  by  any  person  who  shall  sue 
far  the  same.  If  justices  neglect  to  search,  alter  due  inferma- 
timi  upon  oath,  they  forfeit  £S0,  recoverable  by  civil  bill  to 
the  use  of  tiie  person  suing  for  the  same.  No  Papist,  or  other 
person  in  trust  for  him,  shall,  for  a^e,  ae  otherwise,  ke^  or 
hare,  for,  or  upon  any  jwetence,  vliataoever,  any  wariike 
stores,  sword  blades,  barrels,  locks,  «•  stocks  et  guns  or  fire 
arms,  on  penalty,  on  conviction,  of  £20,  by  civil  bill  to  the  pro- 
aecutm-,  and  imprisonment  one  year,  and  till  the  £20  be  paid. 
Where  any  I^i^estant  servant,  by  the  directicu,  consent,  or 
privity  of  bis  Popish  master,  keeps  arms,  such  master  shall  be 
deemed  as  if  he  actually  kept  such  arms,  and  shall  suflfer  the 
penalties  tiiatare  inflicted  on  Papists  who  ke^  arms,  and  such 
ser^-ant  idiall  be  subject  to  said  penalties  as  if  he  were  a  Pqast 
All  suits  and  prosecutions  for  any  oIKnce  against  this  act 
sliall  be  commenced  within  one  year  after  tiie  ofibnce  com- 
mitted. lStfaGeo.II,  ch.  6,  s- 1,  s.  S,  1738,  s.  3.  s.  13,  s.  14, 
B.  13. 

Oiie  or  more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all  she- 

riA  Slid  cliief  magistratea  ot  cities  and  towns  corporate,  within 

th«r  tespective  jnrisdicttoiis,  may,  from  time  to  timc^  as  wdl  by 

tii^At  as  by  iliiy,  searrh  for,  an't  wizc  all  a 
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belonging  to  any  Papist  not  licensed  tn  keep  tlic  same,  or  in  the 
liamls  of  lui}'  person  in  trust  for  a  Pa]>ist;  and  for  tliat  purpose 
rnter  any  dwelling  hoiisc,  out  house,  olfice.  field,  or  other  place 
belonging  to  a  I*nptst.  or  to  any  other  person  uhere  such  magis- 
trate has  reasonable  cause  to  taaptct  any  sucli  amts  w  ainmuiii* 
lion  sliall  be  concealed,  and  on  suspicion,  aftrr  search,  nay 
sunnnon  and  examine  on  oatli  the  person  sus|>ected  of  such  con- 
cealmrnt      15  &  16  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  21.  sec  15.    irrs. 

Pro^'i(h'<l.  tliat  no  pei-son  shall  be  convicted,  or  incur  any 
|>cnalty  for  any  offence  upon  any  confession  or  discovery  he  or 
she  shall  make  on  being  examined  upon  oatii  as  aforesaid,  nnr 
shall  any  such  examination  be  given  in  evidence  (gainst  th« 
peiNon  so  examined,  unless  such  person  shall  be  indicted  (or 
having  committed  nilful  perjury  in  such  examination.   Sec.  16. 

Papists  refusing  to  deliver  or  declare  such  arms  as  they  or 
any  with  their  privity  have,  or  hindering  the  deliverj-,  or  refus- 
ing di.scovery  on  oath,  or  without  cause  neglecting  to  appear  on 
summons,  to  be  examined  before  a  magistrate  conceding  the 
same,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, or  such  corporal  punishmeni  of  piUory  or  vHpping.  vt  the 
rourt  shall,  in  tlieir  discretion,  thuik  proper.    Sec.  IT. 

Tlic  above  art  of  the  IStliand  16th  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  SI,  was.  by 
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thrjfind  any  gun,  pistol,  swcn-d,  or  hanger  in  tlie  possession  of 
any  one  not  qualified  by  law  to  bear  or  carry  arms,  it  slial)  lie 
lawful,  and  they  are  requiredt  to  seize,  carry  away,  break  and 
destroy  all  such  arms.    26  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  24,  sec.  44.   1785. 

Fi-om  and  after  the  1st  of  May,  1703,  upon  bill  filed  in 
f  hancery,  fay  or  on  the  bdialf  of  a  child  or  children  of  a  Poiush 
parent,  professing  or  desirous,  or  willing  to  be  instructed  in  the 
Protestant  religion,  against  snch  Pofush  parent,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfiil  for  said  court  to  make  such  order  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  every  such  Protestant  child,  not  maintained  by  such 
Popish  parent,  suitable  to  tlie  degree  and  ability  of  such  Popish 
parent,  and  to  the  age  of  such  cliUd,  and  aUo  for  theporfum  of 
eveiT'  such  Protestant  child,  to  be  paid  at  tiie  deeeate  of  nuh 
Papiik  pareiU,  as  that  couK  sliall  af\judge  fit,  suitable  to  the  de- 
gree and  ability  t^  such  parent    2  Anne,  ch.  6,  sec  S.  1702. 

Where  and  as  often  as  any  child  or  children  of  any  PoiriA 
parent  or  parents,  hath  or  have  herettdbre  prof)cssed  or  con- 
firmed him,  her,  or  themselves  unto,  or  shall  herereafter 
conform  him,  her,  or  themselves  to  the  Protestant  religion,  as 
by  law  establislied,  and  enroll  in  Chancery,  a  certificate  of  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  in  which  lie,  site,  or  they  shall  inhdiit  or 
reside,  testifying  liis,  her,  or  their  being  a  Protestant  or  Pro- 
testants, and  conforming  liis,  her,  or  tliemsclvcs  to  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  as  by  law  established,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawflil 
for  the  Court  of  Cliancerj',  upon  a  hill  founded  upon  this  act, 
to  oblige  die  said  Popish  parent  or  parents  to  discover,  upon 
oath,  the  full  value  of  his,  her,  or  their  estate,  as  well  personal 
as  real,  clear,  over  and  above  all  real  incumbrances  and  debts 
contracted  bona  fide  for  valuable  consideration  before  tiie  enrol- 
ment dS  such  certificate ;  and  thereupon  to  make  such  order  fw 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  such  Protestant  child  or  chil- 
dren, by  tlie  distribution  of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  to, 
and  among,  such  Protestant  child  or  children,  for  tlie  pn»tnt 
njfport  of  such  Protestant  child  or  children ;  and.  also,  to  and 
for  the  portion  or  porhotu,  KaAfaiwe  maintenance  or  mainte- 
nance*  of  such  Protestant  child  or  children,  after  the  decease  of 
such  Popish  parent  or  parents,  as  the  said  Court  nliall  judge  fit ; 
notwitlistanding  any  fraudulent  gift  or  sale,  or  voluntary  dispo- 
wtion,  or  any  voluntary  charge  or  incumbrance,  by  statute-sta- 
ple, judgment,  bond,  devise>  or  otbenrise,  made,  entered  into, 


Q^^^^^l 
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Bcknowlctlgc^  suOeml.  ot-  done,  after  tlic  eni-wlim-nt  in  Clwii- 
ccrj-  of  Uic  siii<l  cci-tificaU- :  procidtHl.  such  onltr  wul  lUrttribu- 
tioti  among  Uu>  Prutcatant  cliililren  of  such  I'upish  puivnt  stuill 
iirtt  exceed  oiif-third  of  tlic  personal  and  real  estate,   for  the 
maiHteaance  aiul  stippiirt  of  Nuch  I'rotestant  cliiltl  or  rliildrai 
during  the  life  of  audi  I'ui.isii  pai-ent    8tli  AiinP,  irli.  3,  spc  5, 
1703. 

V  iiercas  surli  Popish  parents  do  fi-cquentlj'  wt  up  fraudulont 
setUrmcnU  aiid  incumbrances,  and  make  fntmlulcnt  l<ra.-«(^»t  at 
low  rents,  to  make  their  estate,  real  and  personal,  ajipear  sm^l 
and  of  little  value,  in  order  to  deprive  such  of  tiieir  childrrn  as 
shall  bwome  Protestants  of  a  reasonable  supiwrt  and  niaiiite- 
nance :  and  whereas  the  estate  of  such  Popish  pareutn  inaj'  in- 
crease after  such  portions  am)  allowances  made  by  the  Court  of 
Chanrery,  it  is  enacletl,  tliat.  notwithstanding  any  dH:rcc  fm- 
piirtion  and  maintenance  made  up  or  enroliwi,  it  su*li,  aid 

MAT  BR  LAWFl'L  FOR  THE  COURT  OK  THANCERY,  CPOV  A  KBW 

Biii  on  BILLS  FoL-.suKD  ON  THIS  ACT,  (b)'  which  it  ithall 
be  disrovcrctl  and  made  ap)HMr  that  tlie  estate,  real  or  personal. 
of  such  Popish  parents  wa,s  much  greater  tlian,  at  Uie  time  <tf 
the  decree,  it  appeared  to  be,  or  that  si'ch  popish  pabexts 
MAO  istREAsEu  OR  IMPROVED  THE  SAME)  to  i ncrease or  aug^ 
nient  Rurh  portion  or  aiaintcnance^  formerlj  decreed  or  alloK-nl 
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All  lands,  tenementB,  and  herediUmenta,  whereof  any  Pa- 
pist, or  peTBon  professing  the  Popish  religion,  is  rurw  tnud,  or 
shall  be  taxed,  by  virtue  of  a  title  legally  derived  by,  from,  or 
under  such  person  or  persona  now  id%ed  in  fee-simple  or  fee- 
tail,  whether  at  law  or  in  equity,  shall,  from  and  after  the  1st 
uf  August,  1778,  tte  descendable,  deviaeahle,  and  tnutaferable, 
as  fully,  bene6ciallj,  and  efitetually,  as  if  the  same  were  in 
the  Kilin  of  any  otiier  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  tliis  king- 
dom.    17  &  18  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  49,  scr.  %,  177S. 

All  Papists  shall  and  may,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Aogost^ 
1778,  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  capable  to  take,  htdd, 
and  enjoy  all  or  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which 
shall  descend  from,  or  be  devised  nr  transferred  by  any  i'tqnri 
who  is  wnv  taxed,  or  shall  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  a  title  legally 
devised  by,  from,  or  under,  such  person  rune  seixed  in  fee- 
simple  or  fee-tail,  whether  at  law  or  in  equi^,  any  thing  con- 
tained in  2d  Anne,  ch.  6,  or  Bth  Anne,  ch.  S,  or  in  any  othn 
statute  or  law  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwitturtanding. 
17  &  18  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  49,  sec.  3,  3,   1778. 

All  and  every  person  or  persons,  being  in  the  actual  poatet- 
rion  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  under  titles 
which  diall  not  have  lieen  litigated  before  the  Ist  itf  November, 
177B,  whether  derived  by  descent,  devise,  limitation,  or  pur- 
chase, and  all  persons  deriving  under  settlements  made  upcm 
marriages,  or  other  valuid)le  consideration  by  Papists  in  pos- 
session, shall  have,  take,  liold,  or  eiyoy  the  sane,  as  if  said 
acts  of  £d  and  Bth  Anne  had  not  been  made.  17  &  18  Geo.  Ill, 
ch.  49,  sec  12,  1778. 

No  maintenance  or  portion  shall  be  granted  to  any  child  of 
a  PoiMsh  parent,  upon  a  bill  filed  against  such  parent,  pursuant 
to  said  act,  2d  of  Anne,  out  of  the  periowU  propetiy  of  such 
Papist,  except  out  of  lueh  Uattt  ivhich  tA«y  may  hereafter  taJu 
wtder  the  pmser*  granted  in  thii  act,  any  thing  contained  in 
any  act  or  statute  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 
17  &.  18  G«o.  IIL  ch.  49,  sec.  6,  1778. 

From  the  1st  of  May,  1782,  it  shall  w  may  be  lawflilfiff  any 
foaaa  or  persons  professing  the  Pc^h  religion,  to  purchase, 
ortake  by  grant,  limitatitu^  descent,  «■  devise,  any  lands,  tene- 
ncnt^  or  bereditaments,  In  this  ,kingdoH^  or  AMr  iiitbmbit 
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tbcTfin,  (except  ad^-owson.  and  also,  cxrept  any  manor,  or  bo- 
rniigli,  or  part  oT  a  manra-  or  borough,  the  fi-ceholilcrs  or  inha- 
bitjiiits  whercnf  are  ciitiUe4l  to  vote  for  burgesses  to  rejH-twrtit 
Rucii  borotigli  or  manor  in  Partiainent]  and  tiie  same  to  difiptM 
of,  as  he.  she,  or  they  shall  think  fit.  by  will,  or  oti»en»  ise ; 
and  that  such  lands,  teuements,  and  hereditantcnts.  so  purchas- 
ed or  taken,  shall  be  descendable  acconling  to  the  counie  of 
common  law,  and  deviseable  and  transferable,  in  like  maiinrr 
a,s  the  lands  of  Protectants ;  any  law  or  statute  to  the  conti-ary 
tlirreuf^  in  anywise  ootwitlistanding.  21  K  23 Geo.  III.  rli.  24. 
sec  1,  1782, 

JV*.  B.  From  the  above  stalemmt  it  ia  rcidni.  llial,  fhough  Oit 
CBATiXLs  REAL  of  tkt  CATHOLIC,  ocquirtd  sitKt  JUoif,  178£, 
and  his  rkal  kbtates  may  be  tecuTt^  yet  kii  uoods  mid  fbk- 
)iox.Ai,ruATTKLS,  and  chattels  kbal.  arqiur^  s>Aseq\imt  hi 
\st  A'bvember,  1778.  and  prerimta  to  1st  May,  17B£,  sare  Uaaa 
ac4piired  under  the  17 th  and  ISth  Geo.  Ill,  are  still  subject  to  the 
pivvisioHS  of  the  eihuth  of  Anise,  in  respect  to  maintenance 
and  portion  /or  his  protbstant  child  or  childken  :  Jni. 
ttiereJoTc,  the  Cutluiic  teas  kot  guilty  of  MisRErRE^Kxri- 
TioN  in  asserting,    in  his  Petition  to  his  Sorereigii,  ••  Tfutt  his 

PERSONAL  ESTATE  WOS  KOT  SBCCSB." 

In  respect  to  the  leases  taken  by  Paj>ists  nnder  flie  puwera 
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mentioned  nanon  or  boroughs}  taken  b^  Papists  after  tiie  1st 
May,  1762)  ^tey  are  within  the  iHvrision  of  the  statute  of  the 
81st  and  2Sd  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  24,  ''which  enables  Pqiists,  upmi 
*<  making,  as  afwesaid,  tite  oath  and  declaration  beforemention- 
•<  ed,  to  take  and  dispose  of  lands,  tenements,  and  fa«vdita- 
**  ments,  and  any  Interest  tbemin,  as  fully  and  beneficially,  as 
*•  other  subjects  may ;"  and  are,  therefore,  not  liable  to  such 
charges. 

Papists,  to  serve  on  juries,  must  have  £10  per  annum, 
rlcar  ftrehold,  except  in  counties  of  cities  and  towns.  No  Pft- 
pist  to  serve  on  juries,  in  actions  between  Protestants  and  Pa- 
pists ;  challenge  to  such  Papists  shaU  be  allowed,  if  proved. 
29th  Geo.  II,  ch.  6,  sec  1,  12,  1739. 

This  act,  in  force  to  the  Ist  May,  1736,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
dte  then  next  session  of  Parliament ;  revived  and  continued  to 
^  Ist  of  May,  1772,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  nextsesuonttf 
Parliament,  by  1st  GeOb  II,  ch.  17,  sec  9 ;  revived,  and  made 
perpetual,  by  ISth  and  t4th  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  41,  sec  1. 

No  Papist,  or  reputed  Ptqnst,  shall  be  capable  of  serving 
as  a  jarcM>  upon  trials  fu-  enlisting  persons  in  foreign  service. 
11  Geo.  II,  ch.  7,  sec  S,  1737. 

In  all  trials  of  issues  on  any  presentment,  indictment,  or 
information,  or  action,  on  any  of  the  Pi^ry  laws,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  fw  the  prowcutor,  or  plaintiff,  to  chal- 
lenge any  PafHst  returned  as  juror  to  try  the  same,  and  assign 
for  cause,  tliat  the  person  so  returned  to  serve  is  a  Papist ;  whidi 
challenge  the  court  shall  allow,  and  adjudge  the  same  to  be  a 
good  and  loyal  challenge.  6  Anne,  ch.  6,  sec  9,  1706. 

No  Papist  shall  serve  on,  «■  be  returned  to  Berve  oa,  any 
grand  juries  in  K.  B.  or  in  any  court  belbre  justices  of  assiz^ 
oyer  and  terminer,  or  gaol  delivery,  or  quarter  sessions,  unless 
it  shall  ajqiear  to  tiie  court  that  a  sufficient  number  of  Protest- 
ants cannot  then  be  had  Cor  that  service.  6  Anne  ch.  6,  sec  5, 
1706. 

From  and  after  the  S4ft  of  March,  1703,  no  freeholder,  bar- 
gees, fi*eeman,  or  inhabitant  of  this  kingdom,  being  a  Papist, 
or  persm  professing  the  Ptqnsh  religion,  shall,  at  any  time  here- 
after,  be  oqwhle  at  giving  his  vote  for  tiie  electing  of  knights 
of  any  shires  or  counties  within  tiiis  kingdcnn.  or  citizens,  or 
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burgesses  to  sme  in  any  surrpeding  PariianiPiit,  without  first 
rrpairing  to  tlic  grncral  qunrttr  scsskmK  of  tlic  pcai'c  to  bv 
holdrti  Tor  tlic  coimtv.  city,  or  borougli.  wlierrin  he  inhabits  or 
dwells,  and  there  voluntarily  take  the  oaths  of  allefjianre  and 
abjunition ;  to  be  entered  by  tlie  clerk  of  die  peace,  and  a  certi- 
ficate thereof  given,  paying  one  shilling,  on  prmhicing  which  lie 
shall  be  ]icmiitled  to  vote,  as  fully  as  any  Pi-otcstaiit,  otherwise 
rejecte<l.    2  Anne.  ch.  6.  sec.  24.  1702. 

From  and  after  tlie  24th  of  June  next,  no  freeholder,  burgnis, 
fireman,  or  inhabitant,  being  a  Papist,  or  person  pi-ofessing  tbe 
Popish  i-eligion,  shall  be  admitted  to  hiti  vote,  iii  the  election  of 
knights,  citizens,  or  bufgcsse.s,  to  serve  in  Parliament,  unless 
siicli  person  shall  hate  taken  tlic  oatlis  of  allegiance  and  abju- 
ration, at  least  six  calendar  months  before  t)ie  day  of  such  elec- 
tion, and  shall,  also,  take  tlie  said  oatliR  at  the  day  of  s^d  elec- 
tion, if  required  so  to  do  by  the  sherilT.  one  of  tlie  c^indidatra, 
or  any  person  having  a  right  to  \'ote  at  said  election.  In  cose 
any  Papist,  or  )>erson  professing  the  Popish  religion,  shall,  con- 
trary to  tliis  act,  give  his  vote  at  any  election  in  Parliament, 
and  be  tliei-eof  convicted,  lie  simll  forfeit  ii  100,  one  moiety  to 
the  King,  and  the  otlier  to  the  informer.  3  Geo,  I,  ch.  19,  sec 
r,  1715. 
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No  ptnon  entitled  to  vote  in  right  4^  being  &  PntetUM  i»- 
haKtamt  miy,  fin*  any  membws  to  kfv«  in  Fariisment,  Tor  any 
ioreugh  io  this  Kingdoo,  where  the  right  of  voting  it  vetted  in 
the  Prote^ant  i»haKtant»  in  general,  or  Proteitamt  inhaiitantt, 
amd  otter*,  tir  fw  daet  au^istrates,  borgeases,  or  freemen,  who 
shall  Bat»  if  reqntred,  take  a  similar  oath*  which  is  cwclnfiiTe 
evidence  to  the  retiming  offlco-.  Geo.  UI(  ch.  13|  aec.  5.  15 
ik.  16  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  16,  sec.  12.  SI  k  SS  Geo.  Ill,  rh.  31,  sec.  7. 
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Sit^Comnittee  of  the  CathoUet  of  Ireland, 


EvniTATieirs  attbmptbd  to  bb  thbowh  w*  that  bovt. 
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the  cneniics  of  their  fair  and  constitutional  pursuits ;  fuid,  ther^ 
foiT,  roiunion  Justice  and  candor  should  induce  their  country- 
men  to  hclieve  that  Ihey  would  be  the  most  anxious  men  in  the 
community  to  guai-d  against  anj'  thing  like  tumult  or  distiirb- 
auti'  us  far  as  lay  in  their  iMwer;  satisfied  am  tliey  were  tliat 
notJiitig  could  be  so  fatal  to  their  hopes  of  emancipation,  tn  the 
pursuit  of  which  they  had  for  a  sorter  of  yeai-s  devoted  their 
time,  their  attention,  and  their  property.  But  it  is  not  merely 
on  the  reason  or  probability  of  the  case  tliat  they  rely  ;  tiiey 
apjieal,  with  confidence,  to  tiieir  general  character  as  men  ami 
citizens,  and  to  every  publication  put  fortti  by  their  authority. 

TIIEBB  IS  KOT  OJIB  OF  THOSK  NUHEROt'S  FAPERS  THAT  DOES 
ROT  IHPHESB  TUB  MOST  LOTAX  A»D  OrTIFTL  COimrCT,  AKD 
THE  MOST  PBOFOUKD  RESPECT  AND  MOST  IMPLICIT  OBE> 
DIEKCE  TO  THE  LAWS  OF  TUB  LAKO. 

The  charge  endeavored  to  be  attached  upon  the  Sub-rommit- 
tce  resolves  itself  into  h*"o  heads:  first,  a  connection  with  the 
people  called  Defenders ;  and,  secondly,  a  levying  of  money  for 
improper  purposes,  anil,  among  othei-s,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting the  insurgents. 

Witli  regani  to  the  first:  llie  Defenders,  as  has  been  truly 
obsen'ed,  at  this  time,  are  very  rlifferent  from  tliose  whoorigin- 
ally  assumed  that  appellation.    The  first  Defenders,  i 
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contraryt  had  been  repemtedly  attacked,  even  in  die  solemn  of- 
flees  of  thdr  religion  and  ttie  burial  of  their  dead,  it  was  agreed 
titat  the  Committee  dtould  nse  all  its  influence  with  the  lower 
orders  of  Catholics  to  induce  them  to  desist  from  their  meet- 
ings, and  that  the  volunteers  riiould  adopt  resolutions  stating 
their  detmnination  to  protect  every  man  equally,  without  dis- 
tinction  of  par^  w  religion. 

In  consequence  of  this  meeting,  Ihe  General  Committtc  fram- 
ed the  fbUowing  addreaa  to  tiud  district: 

DuBLiv,  JWy  25,  1792. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Catliolics  of 

Ireland,  Bernard  O'Neil,  Esq.  in  the  Chair,  the  following 

address  was  unanimously  agreed  to: 
**ToVu  Cathotia  o/the  ParUh  of         •   ■ 

"  The  General  Committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  has 
**  heard,  with  the  greatest  anxiefy,  that  disturbances  have  some 
**  time  since  broken  out,  and  are  still  continued  in  your  neigh- 
"  borbood.  From  an  earnest  desire  to  restore  peace  and  good 
**  order,  three  of  their  body  had  a  meeting,  on  the  IBth  instant, 
«  with  several  Protestant  gentlemen  at  Batfafriland,  when  they 
"  learned  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Protestants  were  much 
**  alarmed  at  the  Catholics  meeting,  in  large  bodies,  with  arms, 
'*  and  in  regular  order ;  and,  on  the  other,  tiiat  the  Catholics 
"  were  induced  to  those  meetings  from  an  apprehension  that 
**  their  houses  might  be  again  broken  open,  and  their  persons 
*'  attacked,  as  had  happened,  on  several  occasions,  for  a  consi- 
*'  derable  time  back. 

*■  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  agreed,  by  the  gentlemen 
"  tiien  asHembled.  that  the  General  Committee  should  exert  all 
**  its  influence  to  prevent  the  Catholics  parading  in  large  bodies^ 
*'  and  witti  arms ;  and  tiiat  the  volunteers  of  ttie  county,  as 
**  well  those  which  were  newly  rwsed,  as  tiie  old  corps  which 
"  were  revived,  should  declare  tiieir  determination  to  protect 
*'  every  man  B4vaij.t  in  his  house,  property,  and  person :  and 
**  to  bring  to  justice  all  offenders  against  tiie  public  peace,  be 
«( tiieir  party  at  rdigion  what  it  might,  without  tatub,  at- 
«  racTioir,  OS  niiTincTioir. 

"  In  porsaance  to  that  agreement,  the  General  Committee 
•*  doM  now  DMMt  eameatiy  etrti«at  yoa  to  abstain  tnm  ill  m^ 
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•'  parades  and  raertings,  and  from  eveiy  othtr  nieasurc  that 
*'  may  Icml  to  give  any  alarm  to  youp  Protestant  bretiiren. 

"  Th«  magistrates  of  your  county  have  already  said,  *  That 
"  people  of  al]  religions  and  permasions  may  rest  assured  oThav- 
>'  iag  a  fair  and  equal  attention  given  their  infi/rmatiau  okA 
"  complaints,  and  have  Et^rAX  prdtectioit  psoh  th£  uwt.' 
«' Tlie  voluniecrs  and  re.spoctaWe  Protestants  of  your  county 
'*  engage  to  support  the  magistrates  in  their  determination. 
"  There  is  no  longer  a  necessity  for  your  assembling  in  bodln 
*'  un<t'T  the  idea  of  protecting  yourselves.  Tlie  law  of  the  land. 
**  when  /airly  and  impartially  administered,  will  protect  yog 
"  far  better  tiiaii  you  can  be  protected  by  any  force  of  your 
"own, 

"  The  General  Committee  is  now  engaged  in  the  pnmutt  nf 
"  measures  which  will  raise  you  and  themselve.4  fixim  the  ah- 
*'ject  condition  of  slaves,  in  your  native  country,  to  tlie  dignity 
*'  of  freemen.  They  ai-e  laboring  to  procure  for  you  two 
"  QKKAT  OBJECTS — the  right  of  voling  for  memberg  to  repre- 
**  tent  yoti  in  Parliament,  which  will  procure  you  the  probec- 
"  tion  of  your  landlords,  and  an  eqiud  share  of  the  priviligts  mj 
'*  the  trial  by  jury,  which  will  give  you  tlic  protection  of  the 
•'  laws  equally  with  your  Protestant  hrctluTJi.    It  is  only  from 
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*'  If,  alter  this  addrese,  and  the  assurances  of  the  volunteers 
*'  and  magifltrates  of  your  county,  you  continue  to  assemble  in 
"  lai^  bodies,  and  witli  arms,  the  consequence  uill  be  that  the 
**  whole  force  of  Government  will  be  called  out  to  punish  you, 
*•  and  tlie  General  Committee  will  be  compelled  to  give  up  all 
"  idea  of  interfciing  in  your  behalf.  We  trust,  however, 
"  that  you  will  avoid  tliis  grievous  i-xtremity ;  tliat  the  exliort- 
<*  atioDS  of  your  clei^,  and  the  advice  and  intreaties  of  the 
"  General  Committee  who  have  no  view  but  your  interest,  ad- 
"  vanccment,  and  safe^,  will  have  due  weiglit  with  you ;  that 
**  you  will  desist  from  tiiose  tumultuous  meetings,  which  may 
"  lead  you  into  such  dreadful  consequences,  and  conduct  your> 
'•  selves  as  dutiful  subjects,  as  orderly  citizens,  and  good  men> 
"  Signeid  by  order. 

*<RICH.  M'CORMICK, 

"  Bee  Qea.  Com." 

In  consequence  of  tiie  distribution  of  a  very  large  impression 
of  this  address  tlirough  the  county  Down,  and  of  the  volunteers 
publidiing  corresponding  resolutions,  peace  and  harmony  were 
immediately  and  effectually  restored  to  a  part  of  the  country 
which  bad  been  harassed  with  tumults,  disturbances,  and  civil 
WRT&rc,  for  several  years  antecedent :  Jnd  this  U  the  tingle  in- 
stance  leherein  the  Committee  directlif  or  indireetli/  interfered  tit 
the  affain  o^  thou  loho  were  origiw^y  called  "  Jk/enden." 
Had  they  wished,  as  cautious  men,  to  evade  a  troublesome  duty, 
they  might  have  remained  inert,  and  refused  to  intermeddle  in 
a  business  that  might  eventually  attach  on  them  a  vexatious  and 
unfounded  responsibility ;  bat  so  anxious  weiv  they  for  the  re- 
storation of  peace,  and  so  satisfied  of  the  danger  arising  to  their 
cause,  from  tumult  and  disturbance,  that  they  sent  down  two 
gendemen  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  their  address, 
and,  if  neccasaiy,  of  enforcing  it  by  personal  advice  and  exhor- 
tatitm.  llmr  interference  was  tar  the  sde  purpose  of  restoring 
peace,  and  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  effectuate  tbetr  wish. 
About  this  time,  Mr.  Th(Haas  Patrick  Coleman,  of  Dundalk, 
wrote  to  fais  cmrespiHident  in  Dublin,  Mr.  John  Sweetman, 
withwhui  be  had  a  previous  commercial  intercourse  of  some 
years  standing,  requesting  to  know  whether  tlie  tdTence  for 
which  onlain  pCTsms  stood  committed  was  bailable  or  not; 
Vol.  I— 61 
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and  also  rpromineniling  one  \ugcnt  who  came  up  to  Bublin  to 
Nolicit  the  advice  and  assistance  of  tlie  Sub-corn tnillcc  on  behalf 
of  his  brntlier.  (hrn  a  pri)wner  in  Duntlalk  gaol.  Mr.  Sweet- 
man  being  then  Socirtai-/.  arconlingl^'  brought  the  man  and 
the  letter  to  srieral  gentlemen  of  the  Sub-committee,  wlto  hap- 
pened to  be  asNcmbled.  >Vith  i-egai'd  to  the  que.ttjon  of  bail,  he 
was  infofmed.  by  a  pi-ofessional  gentleman  present,  that  it  was 
impossible  in  give  any  opinion,  the  exaniinationi^  in  n  liich  the 
offence  wm*  specified  not  np|>caring;  and  with  regard  to  Nugent 
liimself.  on  examining  him  closely,  good  reason  was  found  tu 
doubt  Iii^  being  a  person  of  the  description  mentioned  in  tbead- 
ilress  of  the  General  Committee,  dat«l  July  25tb,  that  ist,  ••  ow 
"  vfio,  if  nltackfd  in  his  hmise,  property,  or  person,  should  dnti- 
"/uUti  appeal  to  the  law  of  Hie  land/or  redress,  artd  who  had 
"  ntxer  lumsted  in  any  rioloas  and  disorderly  meeting,"  to  which 
class  alone  prntertiou  had  bi^en  promised;  in  cuiLseijuence  of 
which  he  wils  dismissed  witliout  advice  or  assistance,  or  promise 
of  either,  and  returnwl,  as  is  expressed  in  Mr.  Swcetman's  let- 
ter on  that  occasion,  dated  9tli  August.  1 793.  "  truly  disconso- 
"  late  at  not  being  able  to  effect  something  towards  the  libera- 
"  tion  of  his  kinsman."  And  this  C<mimittee  do  solemnly 
plcflge  the  whole  of  their  veracity  and  credit  with  tlic  public. 
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conseqaences  have  resulted ;  and  that  this  is  the  case,  a  plain 
statement  of  the  &cts  will  evince. 

The  General  Committee  was  founded  in  1773,  and  their  first 
object  was  to  prevent  an  uiyust  and  oppressive  levying  of  mo- 
ney under  the  denomination  of  Quarterage— a  tax  imposed  by 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin*  and  other  towns  corporate,  upon  Ca- 
tholic tradesmen  and  artizans  almost  exclusively ;  for  this  pur- 
pose they  employed  several  eminent  counsd,  among  whom  were 
two  who  are  now  on  the  Bench,  to  plead  on  their  behalf  as  well 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil; and  at  length  they  succeeded  in  flie  removal  of  this  odious 
badge  of  inferiority ;  the  expense  of  their  various  a^ilications 
was  defrayed  by  a  voluntary  subscription  of  Ae  Catholics. 

Previous  to  this  time,  it  had  been  ttiought  necessary  that  a 
Catholic  nobleman  of  this  country  should  go  to  England  for  the 
purpose  of  making  personal  application  tiiere  on  behalf  of  the 
Catholics ;  his  exertions  proved  unsuccessful,  but  his  lordship's 
expenses,  amounting  to  i81500,  were  defrayed  by  a  voluntary 
subscription. 

Some  years  after,  it  being  ttiought  advisable  to  revive  their 
qijdications  for  rdid^  and  that,  in  consequence,  an  agent 
should  be  employed  in  England  to  bring  forward  to  the  notice 
of  Ministers  there,  on  all  occasions,  the  loyalty  and  claims  of 
the  Catholics  of  this  Kingdooif  a  professional  gentleman  of 
great  respectability  was  employed  by  the  Committee  for  that 
purpose;  and  it  being  thought  fit  that  his  exertion  should  be 
rewarded  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  cause  which  he  was  en- 
gaged to  suHiort,  and  of  the  dignity  of  the  body  who  employed 
him,  sums  were  at  diffo^ent  tiroes  remitted  to  him,  amounting^ 
in  the  gross,  to  upwards  of  £2000,  the  whole  of  which  was,  as 
in  the  former  case,  made  good  by  voluntary  subscriptions;  and 
this  expenditure  lu^^iened  with  the  knowledge  of  a  noble  lord 
high  in  legal  situation,  and  a  member  of  the  present  Commit- 
tee of  Secrecy. 

Previous  to  the  last  session,  another  professional  gentkmaa, 
to  whose  family  the  Catholic  cause  had  been  indebted  tor  the 
most  generous  and  ttie  most  disinterested  exrrtioiis  of  great  and 
splendid  talents,  was  employed  as  agent  in  England,  and  his 
presence  being  rendered  necessary  here,  be  attended  through 
tke  whole  of  ttiat  session.  At  ttie  rising  of  Pariiament  it  became 
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nwwwar)-  to  rc»aril  his  scniccs,  and.    tficrrfurc,  mtlwr 
token  or  iticir  gmtitiiilc  tliiin  us  an  cqiiiMdcnt  for  tlic  Ik) 
i-emicreil  to  the  Catholic  cause,  lip  was  pirsciiUsl  by 
mitt(«  with  t)ie  sum  of  two  thousand  gtiinras,  nuned, 
hy  a  vnluntai-}'  subacrijition. 

When  an  address  was  prcsontrd  in  ir91,  .itriking  »tti» 
int^nce  of  tlir  Grnei'al  Coininitti-c,  tiir  grv»t  Itodv  of  the  Calk 
lies  Nteppcd  tnnvard  tn  vindicate  their  UrlegatC8,  und  pmurd 
adilreHNnn  and  rcsoliitiouH  from  every  <]uartcr  of  tfie  Kitigdm 
the  General  Committee  felt  it  their  duty  tu  insrrt  those  in  t 
piibtir  prints,  at  on  ennrnioiis  expense,  as  roust  he  ubTians 
c^Try  man  who  is  at  all  acciuainlcd  with  the  rates  of  advert 
ing :  by  this  a  sum  of  ne^iirly  £1000  has  liecn  cxliaitstnt.  Iwl 
pendent  of  wliicli  a  cutiKidcnible  an-car  yet  rcinaiiLt  to  be  Ibpi 
dated. 

In  tiic  progress  of  the  buHinefis,  attacks  tn  tlir  public  pri 
were  made  on  Uie  Ctitholir  r»use  Uy  a  i  ariety  of  bodies  of  i 
and  individuals;  it  was  necessary  to  repct  tlioac  attnrka  on 
gi-oiin<l  wliciT  lliey  were  made;  and  this  prodnc<>il  further  |i 
lications  on  the  part  of  tliG  Committee,  and,  of  counte,  aiddi 
tjonal  expense,  great  pai-t  of  which  also  ivinains  still  nmlii 
chai'ged. 

A  deputation  of  five  gentlemen  was  appointed  by  the  (jtnm 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  pre.<(entiiig  to  his  Mnj*':^. 
person,  the  petition  of  the  Cuthulic^  of  Ireland,  which  has  pi 
iluced  his  most  gi-acious  interposition  in  tlieir  behalf,  and  th 
roiLsequent  hencfils  which  Ihey  have  received.  The  expenses 
that  deputation,  which  have  been  very  heavy,  it  is  not  tM|DitaU 
that  the  genlJenien  appointed  should  sustain;  in  devoting  tbei 
time  to  the  public  cause,  they  have,  suiliciently  dischnrged  tb 
duty  which  they  owed.  These  expenses,  thcrtfoi-c, 
charge  on  the  justice  and  honor  uf  tlie  Catliolic  hotly. 

The  Sub-committee  bait,  in  this  enumeration,  stated,  as  in 
stances,  but  a  few  of  the  heaviest  cxiicnditui-es  «f  tlie  bodj 
there  are  a  great  many  otiiers  inferior,  hut  unavoidable,  whirl 
they  have  passed  over.  They  have  fi^juently  hail  oerasioa 
fee  counsel,  but  it  is  not  tiidr  intention  to  go  into  detail ;  wl 
they  have  said  will,  they  trust,  evince  two  facts  inalnial  I 
'  their  vindication  D-om  the  rhargrs  invidiously  endeavored  lo 
attached  to  them :  first,  that  the  expenses  uf  the  Geneml  Cfloi- 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 


489 


uilt/'p  HIV.  and  have  liccn,  very  heavy  i  aiid,  ficcondly,  that  it 
iKfl  been  Ihc  iiiiirurm  prattire.  From  the  lounclation  of  their  body 
D  tliU  huur.  In  defiiiy  tlinse  i.rxpcn!ies  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
loii ;  aiid.  of  course,  that  the  one  now  instituted  is  no  iiuiova- 
k>n.  but  a  sequel  of  a  fitring  of  precedents  fur  the  last  twenty 
wars. 

AVhen  tlic  Catliolics  of  England,  who,  like  tlieir  brethren  of 
Ireland,  weru  coiH]>elledby  penal  and  resti-irtive  laws  to  act  as 
I  sejkai-ate  body,  applied  to  tlie  Legislature  of  their  country  for 
ivlief,  tliey  found  it  nei'es,sarj  Ui  nuse  a  fund  by  subscription, 
which  was  acrordingly  efTt'ttrd.  T)ie  General  Committee  in 
bvtiind  have  dune  no  more.  It  is  pn-sunied  that.  M*hat  m'ab  car- 
ded on  immediately  under  the  inspertinn  of  the  British  Minis- 
ler,  witJi  all  possible  notoriety,  cannot  he,  in  ite  nature,  very 
bnconstttnttonul  oi'  alarming :  tlie  present  subscription  is.  thcre- 
fciv.  sanclJoned  by  the  arc|uieHrcna'  of  the  Minister  of  England, 
Lod  by  tlic  practice  of  tlie  Catholics  of  Imth  countries. 

With  regard  tu  the  application  of  the  money,  which  it  is  in- 

tfnnated  has  been,  and  may  be.  misapplied  to  tlie  use  and  aup- 

Ktrt  of  Uie  Defenders,  tlie  Siib-roniiuittee  beg  leave  to  repeat 

what  tliey  cannot  too  often  ivcur  to — that  nothing  could  be  so 

&ital  to  that  caus<!  whicli  they  have  so  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 

at  last  Willi  success,  as  any  thing  like  tumult  or  disturbance; 

(tf  course  notiiing  is  so  monstrous  and  inciviliblu  aa  that  tliey 

I  fibould  be  t)io  fumenters  and  supporters  of  eitlier.    But  not  to 

I  the  reason  of  tlie  case,  if  they  were  so  foolish  or  so 

ricked  as  lo  endeavor  to  misapply  tliis  money,  they  have  not 

Ihe  imwer.     No  man.  nor  body  of  men,  has  dominion  i 

Htfae  funds  of  the  General  Committee  but  tlie  General  Committeo  | 

Fitself;  not  a  sliilling  can  be  di-awn  from  tiic  treasurer  but  by 

their  order,  except  in  partit'ulai'  cases,  when  they  autliorize  the 

Sub -committee  to  a  limiteil  amount,  and  for  a  special  purpose. 

The  treasurer  has  always  bern  one  of  the  most  respectable  nier- 

tcantilc  characters  in  the  Kingdom:  the  last  j>ei-san  who  bore 
flic  nffirc  was  tlic  late  Mr.  Dermott;  tlic  present  is  Mr.  Jfdin 
Comerford,  of  tlie  hous*  of  O'Brien  and   Coiuerfonls,   men 
wliosc  naracn  it  Ls  siiflicieiit  barely  to  mention,  tn  satisfy  tite  n 
tion  that  tliey  would  not  be  co^cl^med  in  so  base  a  misappUca-  | 
lion  of  tlie  public  contribution  as  tJiat  which  js  affected  tn  be  at  J 
~L  present  appi-clicndnl. 
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nrccwiary  to  rewan)  liis  s(rr\ ices,  and,  tlicnrforCi  mdtor  u  i 
tnlvPti  of  Uif-ir  gratitude  Uiim  -m  an  c^ui%'alcnt  (or  tlir  bpodte 
rendered  to  the  Catliolic  rausp,  lie  was  presented  by  tlir  Cnu- 
raittcc  witli  thf  Slim  of  tw»  t]ioti»aiid  guinras,  riuMKtf  an  brfuit, 
by  a  vdliiiitarj'  subscription. 

When  all  address  was  prcsrntf^  in  1791.  striking  at  then- 
ist<>nre  nf  tlic  Genei-al  Conimitl^^e.  the  great,  linHy  or  the  ChI|» 
lies  stepppd  forward  to  vindicate  tiieir  Urlegatc».  and  ponml  is 
aildressf^  and  resoltitioiis  fnini  every  qnarlcr  of  tiic  Kingdnn: 
the  General  Committee  felt  it  their  duty  tu  ituu-rt  Ihosr  in  lb 
publir  printt,  at  an  enormous  expenite.  as  mast  be  nhxHtwi  k 
every  man  wlio  is  at  all  arquaiiitod  with  the  rates  of  ailvcrln- 
ing;  by  this  a  sum  of  nearly  X'lODO  has  l>ecn  cxliaiistetl.  im^ 
pendent  of  wliicli  a  considerable  ari-ear  vet  remains  to  be  liqui- 
dated. 

In  the  progress  of  the  business,  attacks  in  thr  public  |)riiiti 
wei-c  made  on  the  Catholic  cause  by  a  variety  of  bHilies  of 
and  individuals;  it  was  neceaiiary  to  repel  thuse  attiu-kn  on  the 
ground  wliei-e  tlioy  were  matle ;  and  this  pruduceil  furtlicr  |wb- 
licalions  on  the  part  of  the  Coroniittc*-,  and,  of  courwr, 
tional  expense,  great  paK  of  wliich  also  n^miuns  still 
chai-ged. 

A  deputation  of  five  gentlemen  was  appninte^l  by  thp  Grntral 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  in  his  Mnjestj- 
person,  the  petition  of  tlie  Catholics  of  Ireland,  wliicli  lian  pni- 
<tured  his  most  gi*acious  interposition  in  tlieir  bcliaJf,  and  tlie 
rnnseTfuent  benefits  which  they  have  received.  The  expenses  nf 
that  deputation,  which  have  been  very  heavy,  it  is  not  er|uitafale 
that  tiie  gentlemen  appointed  shinilcl  sustain ;  in  dc\  uting  thtir 
time  to  the  public  cause,  tliey  have  siitEcicntly  (lischargtMl 
duty  which  they  oweii.  These,  expenses,  tlierefore,  roouUa  a 
charge  on  the  justice  and  honor  of  tlio  Catliolic  body. 

The  Sub-rommittec  has,  in  this  enumeration,  stated, 
stances,  but  a  few  of  the  heaviest  expend itiii-e.s  of  tli«  body; 
there  ai«  a  great  many  olbers  inferior,  hut  unavoidable,  wbieb 
they  have  passed  over.  They  have  tiwiuently  hail  oi!ca.<uon  to 
fee  counsel,  but  it  is  not  their  intention  to  go  into  detail ;  what 
they  have  said  will,  they  trust  evinc«  two  facts  matpriiU  for 
'  their  vindication  from  the  charges  invidiously  endeavored  to  be 
attached  to  them :  first,  that  Uie  expenses  of  tlio  Genera)  Com- 
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ittc*  arc.  ani!  Iibtp  Iiccn.  very  heavy ;  and.  secondly,  that  it 
s  bern  the  uniform  prnctire,  from  the  foundation  of  their  btxly 
tliis  hour,  tn  defi-ay  those  vxpea<wa  by  voltmt^-y  subscrip- 
lu ;  and.  of  couriie,  that  the  one  now  inHlituted  is  no  innova- 
m.  hut  a  sequel  of  a  sti-ing  of  prccetlents  for  the  last  twenty 


When  the  Catliolirs  of  England,  who,  like  tlteir  brethren  of 

relaiid,  verc  cinnjielled  by  penal  and  rentrictive  laws  to  act  as 

separate  body,  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  their  country  for 

(lief,  tlioy  found  it  nece»stu-y  to  r»ise  a  fund  by  subscription. 

'hicli  was  accoi-ilingly  effecte^l.     The  General  Coraniittce  in 

reland  have  done  no  more.    It  is  jiresiimed  that,  what  n-as  car- 

ied  on  immediately  under  the  inspection  of  the  BiiUsh  Miiiiti- 

iev,  witli  all  ]iossible  notoriety,  cannot  be,  in  its  nature,  verjr 

1incon»titution;Ll  or  alarming :  tlie  present  subscription  is,  tlierc- 

fore,  sanctioned  by  the  acquiescence  of  tite  Minister  of  England) 

and  by  the  practice  of  l)ie  Cntliolics  ofhotli  countries. 

Willi  regard  to  tiic  appliratlou  of  the  money,  which  it  is  in- 
Biniiated  has  been,  and  may  be,  niisapplied  to  the  use  and  sup- 
|K>rt  of  the  Defenders,  tlie  Sub-committee  beg  leave  to  irpeat 
what  tliey  cannot  too  often  rec^r  to — that  nothing  could  be  so 
fiktal  1o  tliiit  cause  which  tliey  have  ao  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 
last,  with  success,  as  any  tiling  like  tumtilt  or  disturb.-ince ; 
•f  courw  nothing  is  so  monstrous  and  incretlible  as  tliat  they 
■liould  be  the  fomentcrs  and  supporters  of  eitlier.  But  nut  to 
rest  on  tlie  reason  of  tlie  case,  if  thoy  were  so  foolish  or  a 
wickeil  as  to  endeavor  to  misapply  tliis  money,  they  have  not  j 
the  power.  No  man.  nor  body  of  men.  has  dominion  ova 
the  funds  of  the  Cieneral  Committee  but  the  Gcneiiil  CommittM  ] 
itself:  not  a  shilling  can  he  deawn  fi-om  tlic  treasurer  but  by 
Uieir  order,  except  in  particular  cases,  when  tliey  authorize  the 
Sub-committee  to  a  limiteil  amount,  ami  lor  a  special  |Hir|»Hr, 
The  treasurer  has  always  hevn  one  of  the  moat  respectable  mer- 
cantile diaractei-s  in  tlic  Kingdom:  tlie  last  person  who  bore 
.flie  office  WHS  tlie  late  Mr.  Deniiott:  the  prt«ent  is  Mr.  John 
Coinerfoi-d,  of  tlie  house  of  O'Brien  anil  Comerfords,  men 
'hose  names  it  is  sufficient  bai-ely  tn  mention,  to  satisfy  the  na- 
[tion  tliat  tliey  would  not  be.  concemeil  in  so  base  a  misapplicit- 
\n  of  tlie  public  contribution  as  that  which  is  alTected  to  be  at 
'se  n  t  a  ppre  bend  ei  I . 
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neccssan-  to  rpwniil  his  Rcnircs,  and,  tliei-cfapc,  ratbrr  u  i 
token  or  tJicir  gi-utiluile  timn  ius  an  (H)iiivulrn(  Tor  tin- brarfli 
iTTidoreil  tn  tlic  Cattiolir  rnU!«C.  lir  was  prcm!iit(^  by  tbf  ('<«■ 
mittM  with  th*'  snm  or  two  tliousatid  gninoos.  raised,  aflWunv 
by  a  voluntary  mubscrijition. 

When  an  atldrrss  was  pi-oscntctl  in  1791.  Hti-ikiiig  bIUho- 
istenrt'  of  tin':  GencriU  C(nninit1cc,  thr  gre»t  body  of  the  CiA»- 
licfl  Ht^'jipcd  forwaiil  to  vint(icat«  their  Drlegntr^  and  ponrnla 
aildreweA  anil  resolutions  rrom  r.very  tjiiartrr  of  die  KiNgdM; 
the  Genei'al  ('ommitter  fctt  it  their  duty  to  iiist^  those  lalit 
publir  prints,  at  an  enormous  expense,  as  must  lie  obTian  li 
every  man  who  is  at  all  ar(|U!untc(I  with  tfic  rates  of  Bdnrt» 
ing:  by  tliin  a  sum  of  nearly  £1000  has  been  pxluuwtcd.  \iA- 
pendent  of  which  a  conaidei'able  arrear  yet  remains  tn  be  litjiU' 
dated. 

In  the  progress  of  the  business,  attacks  in  the  public  jninb 
were  maile  on  tlie  Cathnlie  rausc  hy  a  variety  of  bodies  of  mn 
and  individuals;  it  was  necessary  to  repel  those  attarksaattc 
ground  wlien>  they  wei-e  inaile ;  anil  tins  produced  furtlier  |liA- 
liratiuns  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  and.  of  ooume.  mi& 
tional  expense,  great  pail  of  which  also  reinaitia  still  nniGft- 
charged. 

A  deputation  of  five  gentlemen  wan  appointed  by  tlie 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  presenUiig  tn  his  M^ 
person,  the  petition  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  wiiicfa 
duc^d  his  most  gracious  interposition  in  Uietr  bcliali^ 
coasef|uent  benefits  whirh  they  liaie  received.   The expem 
that  dcjnitation.  which  have  been  very  heavy,  it  13  not  oqujtablo 
tlial  the  gentlemen  appointe<l  shoidd  sustiun;  in  devotii  ~ 

time  to  Uie  public  cause,  tJiey  have  sufficiently  disci 
duty  which  they  owed,  lliese  expenses,  tiicrefore, 
charge  on  the  justice  and  hnnor  of  the  Cntbolic  lH)dy< 

The  Sub-committee  has,  in  this  enumeration,  stated, 
stances,  but  a  few  of  the  heaviest  cx|ienditores  of  the 
there  are  a  giYiat  many  others  inferior,  but  unavoidablfi, 
they  have  passed  over.     They  have  fr«iuently  had  oci 
fee  counsel,  but  it  is  not  their  intention  to  go  into  detail ; 
they  have  said  will,  they  tnist,  evince  two  facts  mat 
■  their  ^-indication  fi-om  the  charges  inviiliously  endenvoi 
Hltached  to  them :  first,  that  the  expcutes  of  the  Geiicnil 
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Sittcp  ai-c,  and  havp  been,  icry  heavy :  and,  scrondly.  that  it 
>t  hoeii  liie  iiiiirumi  [inu'tirc  trow  the  Ibundntion  or  their  bod> 
n  this  hour,  to  defray  those  expenses  by  vDlimtai-y  suhM-rip- 
<u:  and,  of  course,  tliat  Uie  one  now  instituted  is  nu  iiinava- 
ioi)<  hut  a  sequel  of  a  stcing  of  precedciilit  fur  the  last  twenty 
rearH. 
When  tlic  CuUiolies  of  England,  who.  like  their  brethren  of 
relan<l.  were  cnnijielled  by  penal  an<i  rcstrirtive  laws  to  act  as 
K  scjmrate  body,  applied  tu  tlie  legislature  of  their  country  for 
relief,  tliey  found  it  neccHnary  tn  raise  a  fund  by  subscription, 
Hhicli  was  acroitlingly  rflVcted.     The  General  Committee  in 
rvland  have  done  no  more.    It  in  presumed  that,  what  was  car- 
d  on  iminedintely  under  the  inspection  of  tlic  British  Minis- 
liter,  with  dl  jMtsHihie  notoriety,  cannot  be,  in  it^  nature,  very 
:nnstitutional  or  alarming :  tlie  prrsrnt  subscription  is.  there- 
I'fcre,  Hanctioneil  by  tiie  arquicsrence  of  the  Minister  of  England^ 
ind  by  the  practice  of  the  Catholics  of  both  countries. 

Witii  regai-d  to  tlie  application  of  the  money,  which  it  is  in- 
Rinuatt^l  has  been,  and  may  be,  misapplied  to  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  tlic  Defenders,  tlie  Sub-committee  beg  leave  to  repeat 
what  tliey  cunnot  ton  often  recur  to— that  nothing  could  be  so 
I  Altai  to  tiiut  cause  which  they  have  so  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 
t  last,  with  success,  as  any  thing  like  tumtilt  or  disturbance; 
Eof  course  nothing  is  so  monstrous  and  incredible  as  tiiat  tlrey 
Kahnuld  be  tiie  fomenters  and  supporters  of  either.    But  not  to 
I  the  reason  of  tlie  case,  if  they  were  so  fuoliah  o 
wicked  as  to  endeavor  to  misapply  tliis  money,  they  have  not  ] 
the  power.     No  man,   nor  boily  of  men,  has  dominion  ova 
tiie  funds  of  tiic  General  Committee  but  the  General  Committee  | 
itself;  not  a  sliilling  ran  be  di-awn  from  the  treasurer  but  by  ' 
their  order,  except  in  jiarticular  (-ttses,  when  they  authorize  the 
Sub-committee  ttj  a  limited  iimouut,  and  for  a  s[>ecial  [HirpoMe. 
Tlie  treasurer  has  always  been  one  of  tlie  most  respectjdilc  iiier- 
intile  charactt-'ra  in  tiie  Kingdom:  the  last  person  who  bore 
^  oflico  was  tlic  Iat<>  Mr.  Demiott;  tlie  prewnt  U  Mr.  John 
jerfoi-d,  of  the  house  of  (I'Brien  and   Comerfords.   m«n 
Riiose  names  it  is  sufficient  barely  to  mention,  to  satisfy  the  na^ 
ion  tliat  tliey  would  not  be  concerned  in  so  base  a  misappliop   I 
ti  of  tlic  public  contribution  as  that  which  is  affected  to  be  it  j 
resent  a|pprchendcc!. 
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nert^SfUir}  to  i-ewitn)  lib  f)ci-\'irG.s,  siiil.  tiicfpfurcr  mtkcrait 
token  of  Uii'ir  grutiludp  tlian  h.s  an  cquivalriit  fnr  tlv  beodk 
rcnderwl  ta  tlie  dittiolic  cause,  lip  was  prvMetitrd  liy  tbe  Cflo- 
mittec  witli  the  sum  of  two  tliuuHaiid  guineas,  raiited,  as  bdnn; 
by  a  voliintar}'  subscription. 

Wlien  an  addrrss  wan  pi-csented  in  ITSt.  Hlrikiug  at  tbeo- 
istencc  of  the  Gcnrnd  Commitlei',  tlir  great  liod  v  of  the  Catt- 
lies  stfppFil  Torwat-d  1o  vindicate  tlieir  Uelegntrs,  and  paandk 
addi-eNHcs  and  rcHolutioim  ttiim  evcr>'  quarter  uf  tlie  Kingdn] 
Mil-  (jrnei-ul  Committee  felt  it  their  dutj-  to  inacrt  tbMe  btk 
public  prints,  at  an  enormous  espenHe,  an  must  lie  obTious  b 
every  mail  wbo  is  at  all  ni'tpiatiited  with  tliv  rates  of  advertik. 
ing ;  by  tliiN  a  sum  of  nearly  £1000  has  been  rxhaiiKtMl.  iak- 
pendent  of  which  a  toiiBidcrable  art-ear  yet  iftnainn  to  be  liipn- 
datiMl. 

In  tlic  progress  of  the  business,  attacks  in  tlic  public  prinb 
were  made  on  the  Catholic  caiiai^  by  a  variety  of  boilicH  itf  nun 
and  individuals;  it  was  neces8ai*y  to  repel  those  attitrks  nn  the 
ground  where  they  were  made;  and  tli  is  produced  furtlierpqb- 
licatiuns  on  the  part  of  tlie  Comnuttec,  and,  of  rniirNc,  iidifi> 
tional  expense,  great  part  of  which  also  remains  still  ttnib- 
chai-ged. 

A  deputation  of  Rvc  gentlemen  was  apixiiiitr^l  by  the  Gencrd 
Committee  for  Uie  purpose  of  presenting  to  liis  Maje-ity,  ia 
person,  the  petition  of  the  Catholics  of  irelaiid.  wliic )i  lias  pro- 
duced his  most  gracious  interposition  in  tlieir  behalf,  nnd  tbe 
ronseqiient  benefit-s  which  they  have  received.  The  expeiwes  of 
that  deputation,  which  have  been  very  heavy,  it  is  not  eqaitable 
that  the  gentlemen  appointed  should  sustain :  in  (lev 
time  to  the  public  causd  tliey  have  sufficiently  disch; 
duty  which  they  owed,  nicse  expenses,  therefore, 
charge  on  the  justice  and  honor  of  tlic  Catholic  bully. 

The  Sub-committee  has,  in  this  enumcrutiftn,  stated,  aa  fn- 
stances,  but  a  few  of  the  heaviest  cxiienditurra  of  tlie  body; 
there  are  a  great  many  otiiers  inferior,  hut  unavoidable, 
they  have  passed  over.  They  have  ft-wiuently  had 
fee  counsel,  but  it  is  not  their  intention  to  go  into  d< 
they  have  said  will,  they  trust,  evince  two  fuctx  n 
■  their  vindication  from  the  charges  invidiously  endeamrcd 
attached  to  tlicm :  first,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Genenil 
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itte*  we,  and  liavc  been,  very  heavy ;  and.  secondly,  that  it 
8  hrpii  Lhf  uiiirumi  pntrticc  rmin  the  Iwindfttion  of  their  body 
tliis  boui'.  to  del'i'ay  those  expenses  by  vftliintai'y  subsrrip- 
iti:  and,  of  course,  tliat  the  one  now  institutcil  is  nu  innava- 
in,  hut  a  sequel  of  a  sti-Jng  of  precedents  for  the  last  twenty 
;ar8. 

Wiicn  the  Catliolics  of  England,  who.  like  their  brethren  of 
eland,  were  tomiielled  by  penal  and  restrictive  laws  to  act  as 
segmnite  body,  applied  to  Uie  Legislature  of  tlicir  country  for 
!licf,  Uiey  found  it  neci'smiry  tn  raine  a  fund  hy  suhscriptian* 
hirh  was  acconlingly  eflt-cted.     The  General  Cninmittce  in 
uid  have  d»iie  no  more.    It  U  pn-HiinuMl  that,  what  was  ear- 
on  iminedinlely  under  the  inxpiTliunof  tlio  British  Minis- 
witli  )dl  pussiblc  notoriety,  rann<it  be,  in  its  nature,  very 
ineonstitutional  or  alarming :  tlie  preaent  subscription  is.  tliere- 
rc,  sanrtiuned  by  tlic  nci]uie9rence  of  the  Minister  of  England^ 
id  by  (lie  practice  of  tlie  Catholics  of  both  countries. 
^\'ilh  regard  In  tlie  application  of  the  money,  which  it  is  In- 
tdnuateil  has  Iteen,  and  may  be,  niibapjdied  tu  the  use  and  su[h 
fori  of  the  Defenders,  the  Sub-committee  beg  leave  to  repeat 
what  tlicy  cannot  tno  alien  ivcur  tn — that  nothing  conhl  be  so 
btal  to  that  cause  which  they  have  so  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 
•t  last,  with  succesii,  as  any  tiling  like  tumult  ur  disturbance; 
of  cuunw  nothing  is  so  monstrous  and  incredible  as  tliat  tliey 
should  be  tlie  fomenters  and  supporters  of  eitlier.    But  not  to 
rest  on  tlie  reason  of  tlie  case,  if  they  were  so  foolish  or  so 
wicked  as  to  endeavor  to  misapply  tliis  money,  they  have  not 
tiie  power.     No  man,  nor  Ixidy  of  men,  has  dominion  over 
lie  funds  of  tlie  General  Committee  but  the  Genei-al  Committee  1 
itself:  not  a  shilling  can  be  drawn  fi-om  the  treasurer  but  by  ' 
their  order,  except  in  particulai-  cases,  when  they  authorize  tie 
Sub-committee  to  a  limited  amount,  and  for  a  spe^ual  purpose. 
The  treasurer  Iuls  always  been  one  of  tlie  most  respectable  nier- 
iCantile  characters  in  tlie  Kingdom:  the  last  person  who  bore 
flie  office  was  tlie  late  Mi-.  Dermott ;  tlie  present  is  Mr.  Jcdin 
Comerford.  of  tlic  house  of  O'Orien  and  Comerfords,   men 
whose  names  it  is  sufHcient  bairly  to  mention.  1"  satisfy  the  nft- 
tiou  tiiat  tlicy  would  not  he  concerned  in  so  base  a  misapplies  ! 
tion  of  tiie  public  contribution  as  that  which  is  affected  to  be  Kt  j 
present  appn-liciided. 
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iicccfwarv  to  re«  mil  tiin  sei-N  ires,  and.  tliri-cfure,  rathrr  u  i 
token  <if  tlicir  gi-atitudo  tliaii  bh  an  t«|uivalenl  for  tfar  bi- 
itikIptwI  to  the  Catliolic  caiisr,  lie  was  procejite^l  by  dr  ' 
initt«;  with  the  Mim  of  tun  tttoiiHanil  guiitras,  rai-ved,  lisbcInT, 
by  a  voluntary  subscription. 

Wlipn  an  mldress  wiis  pccscntw)  in  1791.  Htriking  at  Uir  n- 
istenre  of  tlic  General  Coinmitt*^.  the  great  body  i>f  the  Cadm- 
lirs  stepped  forward  to  vindirate  their  Ile)egntcs,  and  paural  n 
addresses  and  rrsoIutioiLi  Dttm  ovei^  quainter  of  tli<^  KtagAn; 
tlie  General  Committee  felt  it  their  duly  In  itisprt  tlune  iaUii 
publir  prints,  at  an  enormous  pxpenne.  as  must  lie  obvitKH  In 
every  man  who  is  at  all  acquainted  witli  tlie  rates  «f  adrcrt* 
ing;  by  this  a  sum  of  nearly  iC'lOOO  hax  been  exhaostcd.  ii 
pendent  of  which  a  considerable  arrear  yet  remains  to  lie  liqn 
dated. 

In  tlie  progress  of  the  business,  attacks  in  tlie  publir  p 
were  Blade  on  the  Catholic  cause  by  a  variety  nf  badicH  of 
and  individuals;  it  was  necessary  to  repel  those  attarkji  oi 
ground  where  tlicy  were  made :  and  tltis  produced  furtticr 
lications  on  the  part  of  die  CammitteTi  and.  of  course,  i 
tional  expense,  gi-eat  pai-t  of  which  also  n-mains  still 
chai-ged. 

A  deputation  of  five  gentlemen  was  appointe^l  by  the  Gcncn 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  pi-escnting  to  hia  Mi^eiily,  ii 
person,  the  petition  of  the  Catholir^  of  Ireland,  whicli  tuu)  pro 
iluced  his  most  gracious  interposition  in  tlieir  behair,  and  tb 
coiweqiient  benefits  which  they  have  receiiTd.  Tlie  rxpenaes  o 
that  deputation,  which  have  been  very  heavy,  it  is  not  cquitabh 
that  tlie  gentlemen  appointed  should  sustain :  in  devoting  tl 
time  to  the  public  cause,  they  have  sufficiently  discharged 
duty  which  they  owed.  These  expenses,  tlicrefoiv,  remain  i 
charge  on  the  justice  and  honor  of  tlie  Catholic  body. 

The  Sub-committee  has,  in  this  enumeration,  stated,  aa  in- 
stances, but  a  few  of  the  hea\iest  esjwnditures  of  the  bodj"; 
there  are  a  great  many  others  inferior,  but  unavoidable,  wllich 
they  have  passed  over.  Tliey  have  frefpiently  hail  ncraitifln  to 
fee  counsel,  but  it  is  not  their  intention  tn  go  into  detail ;  what 
they  have  said  will,  they  trust,  evince  two  FuctH  matorial  I 
'  their  %-indicatinn  from  tlie  charges  invidiously  endeavored  to 
attached  to  them :  first,  that  the  expcasca  of  the  General  Coi 
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Bitter  are,  and  have  b<'cii,  \ery  heavy:  ami,  secondly,  that  it 
H  bceti  llic  uiiifrinn  pradire,  fruin  the  I'ounilation  of  thcii-  body 
a  tliis  liour.  tn  ilclVay  those  exjicnsefl  by  volnntai^  suhwTip- 
[ou ;  and,  of  ctHirse.  Uiat  tiie  one  now  institutrd  is  no  iiuioTa- 
Hon,  but  a  srr|ucl  nf  a  string  of  precedents  for  tiie  last  twi-ii^ 
years. 

When  the  Catliolics  nl'  England,  who,  like  tlteir  brrthrcn  of 
Ireland,  werv  coin|)elled  b}'  itenal  and  resti-irtire  laws  to  act  as 
t  separate  body,  ajiplicd  to  tlie  Legislature  of  their  country  for 
Klief.  they  found  it  necessary  to  raise  a  fund  by  subscription, 
which  was  acroi-dingly  eflVotwI.  The  General  Committee  in 
Ireland  have  done  no  more.  It  is  presumed  Uiat,  what  was  car- 
lied  on  immediati'ly  under  liie  inspivtionof  tlic  British  Minia- 
,  witli  id!  iMwsiblc  notoriety,  raimot  be,  in  its  nature,  very 
ttnconstitiitional  or  alanning ;  the  preaent  subscri|ition  is.  Ihcre- 
liu-e,  sanctioned  by  the  ar(|uiescvnc«  of  the  Minister  of  Englandi 
■lid  by  tlio  practice'  of  tlic  Catholics  of  botli  countries. 

With  regard  to  tlic  application  of  the  money,  which  it  is  ia- 
IBMiiatetl  liae  been,  and  may  be,  misapplied  to  the  nse  and  sup- 
port of  tiiC  Defendei-s.  tlie  Sub -committee  beg  leave  to  repeat 
what  titey  ratniot  too  often  i-ecur  to — that  nothing  could  be  so 
fiital  to  that  cause  which  tliey  have  no  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 
•t  la-st,  with  success,  as  any  tiling  like  tumult  or  disturbance! 
of  course  notliing  is  so  nionstivus  and  incredible  as  that  tliey 
sliDuld  be  the  ftmienters  and  supjmrters  of  eitiier.    But  not  to 

it  on  the  reason  of  the  case,  if  they  were  so  foolish  or  90  1 
wicked  as  to  endeavor  to  misapply  tliis  money,  they  have 
the  power.     No  man,   nor-  body  nf  men,  has  dominion  over  ] 
tlie  funds  of  tlie  General  Committee  but  the  Genei-al  CoinmitlM  | 
itself;  not  a  shilling  can  be  drawn  fi-om  the  treasurer  but  by  * 
I  their  order,  except  in  particular  cjises.  when  they  authorize  the 
I  Bub-committee  b>  a  limiteil  amount,  and  for  a  spet^ial  purpose. 
[Tlie  treasurer  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  respectable  mer- 
Kcantilc  chararU^rs  in  the  Kingdom:  the  laat  (lenion  who  bore 
Bitbe  office  was  tite  late  Mi'.  Demiott;  tlie  prewnt  is  Mr.  John 
VComerford,  of  the  house  of  O'Brien  and   Comerfords.   men 
Kwhose  Hamea  it  is  sufficient  baii-ly  to  mention,  to  satisfy'  tiie  n« 
ion  that  they  wotild  not  be  concerned  in  so  basi^  a  misapplicj 
ion  of  the  public  contribiitinn  as  that  which  is  affected  to  be  ttk  J 
|]tresent  iipprehcniled. 
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necessary'  to  irwan)  Iiis  spnircs,  unil,  tlierefore,  rather  as  a 
token  of  tlicir  gnttitiittr  titan  as  an  equivalent  Tor  tlie  benefits 
rendered  to  the  Cutliolir  cause,  lie  vus  presented  by  tiie  Co»i- 
inittee  with  the  sum  of  two  tliuusaiiO  guineas,  raised,  as  itefore, 
by  a  voluntary  subscription. 

When  an  address  was  pi-cseutm]  in  1791.  sti'iking  at  tiie  cx- 
istenrc  of  the  Genci-al  Committee,  the  great  body  of  the  Calho- 
licR  sirppcd  forward  to  ^  indicate  their  Delegates,  ajid  poiirrd  in 
addrcswjj  and  resolutions  fmm  cverj-  quartf  r  of  tlie  Kingdwti ; 
the  General  Committee  felt  it  their  duty  to  insert  those  in  tl« 
public  prints,  at  an  enormous  expense,  as  must  be  obvious  tn 
eicry  man  who  is  at  all  arquaintciii  w itii  the  rates  of  advertis- 
ing; by  this  a  sum  of  nearly  £1000  has  been  exhausted,  inde- 
pendent of  w  liicb  a  considci'ablr  anvar  yrt  remains  to  be  liijui- 
dat«l. 

In  t)ic  progress  of  the  business,  attacks  in  the  public  print3 
were  made  on  tlie  Catholir  rause  hy  a  variety  of  bodies  of  mc-n 
and  individuals ;  it  w  as  necx-ssaiy  to  repel  tliose  attarks  on  tlw 
ground  where  they  were  matle ;  mid  this  produced  further  pub- 
liratioa^  on  tlic  part  of  the  Committee,  and.  of  course,  addi- 
tional expense,  great  part  of  which  also  remains  still  undis- 
chai-ged. 

A  ilcputation  of  five  gentlemen  was  appointc^l  by  the  General 
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mittee  are^  and  have  been,  very  heavy ;  and,  secondly^  that  it 
has  been  the  uniform  {Nractice,  from  the  foundation  of  their  body 
to  tliis  hour,  to  defray  those  expenses  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  <Hie  now  instituted  is  no  innova- 
tion, but  a  sequel  of  a  string  of  precedents  for  the  last  twenty 
years. 

When  the  Catliolics  of  England,  who,  like  their  brethren  of 
Ireland,  were  compelled  by  penal  and  restrictive  laws  to  act  as 
a  separate  body,  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  their  country  for 
relief,  they  found  it  necessary  to  raise  a  fund  by  subscription, 
which  was  accordingly  effected.  The  General  Committee  in 
Ireland  have  done  no  more.  It  is  presumed  that,  what  was  car- 
ried on  immediately  under  the  inspection  of  the  British  Minis- 
ter, with  all  possible  notoriety,  cannot  be,  in  its  nature,  very 
unconntitutional  or  alarming ;  the  present  subscription  is,  there- 
fore, sanctioned  by  tlie  acquiescence  of  the  Minister  of  England, 
and  by  the  practice  of  tlie  Catliolics  of  both  countries. 

With  regard  to  the  application  of  the  money,  which  it  is  in- 
sinuated has  been,  and  may  be,  misapplied  to  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  tlie  liefenders,  the  Sub-committee  beg  leave  to  repeat 
what  fliey  cannot  too  often  recur  to— that  nothing  could  be  so 
fatal  to  tliat  cause  which  they  have  so  long  labored  to  raise,  and, 
at  last,  with  success,  as  any  thing  like  tumult  or  disturbance; 
of  course  nothing  is  so  monstrous  and  incredible  as  that  they 
should  be  the  fomenters  and  supporters  of  either.  But  not  to 
rest  on  the  reason  of  the  case,  if  they  were  so  foolish  or  so 
wicked  as  to  endeavor  to  misapply  this  money,  they  have  not 
the  power.  No  man,  nor  body  of  men,  has  dominion  over 
flie  funds  of  the  General  Committee  but  the  General  Committee 
itself;  not  a  shilling  can  be  drawn  from  the  treasurer  but  by 
their  order,  eicept  in  particular  cases,  when  they  authorize  the 
Sub-committee  to  a  limited  amount,  and  for  a  special  purpose. 
The  treasurer  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  respectable  mer- 
cantile characters  in  the  Kingdom:  the  last  person  who  bore 
the  office  was  the  late  Mr.  Dermott;  the  present  is  Mr.  John 
Comerford,  of  the  house  of  O'Brien  and  Comerfords,  men 
whose  names  it  is  sufficient  barely  to  mention,  to  satisfy  the  nar 
tion  that  they  would  not  be  concerned  in  so  base  a  misapplica- 
tion of  tlie  ]Miblic  contribution  as  that  which  is  affected  to  be  at 
present  apprehended. 
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The  Sub-committre  trust  tlioy  have  now  exonerated  tlic-iu- 
selves  of  litr  two  iniputations  thrown  out  ngunst  Uiein;  iuhI 
thej  [ilifilgc  Uieir  -wboXe  credit,  as  men  of  veracity  awl  iuumr, 
for  tlie  tnitli  of  every  fart  advanced  in  the  funding  statement. 
They  are  ready  to  submit  the  wliolc  of  their  condurt  to  the  tnoM 
solemn  inveHtigalion  that  can  he  det  ised ;  for,  as  they  have  no 
secret,  they  have  no  fear;  and  tliey  solicit  the  inspertitm  of 
e^cry  meinherof  tlie  Legislature,  and  of  every  respectable  gen- 
tleman in  tlic  Kingdom,  to  tlieir  accounts,  wliich  lie  open  at  tlie 
treasurer's.  I'lwm  which  will  apjiear.  at  once,  tlie  sums  collected, 
and  the  mode  and  ohject  of  their  application.  With  reganl  to 
the  present  subscription,  the  General  Committee  is  probably 
tirawing  to  a  close:  they  owe  many  debts;  tliey  have  incurred 
many  obligations;  it  is  nececsary  that  those  debts  and  obliga- 
tions be  discharged :  the  expenses  incumvl  in  the  pursuit  of 
cmanciiiation  have  been  hitherto  principitlly  dc&-ayed  by  the 
Cat]n)lics  of  Dublin,  who.  of  £31)00,  collected  witliin  threo 
years,  ivhicii  is  the  whoU  sum  that  has  been  siibscribeil,  liave  paid 
above  £2. 500.  I'he  body  at  large  are  now  called  upon  to  fumisb 
theii-  quota,  to  enable  tiie  General  Committee  to  terminate  Uieir 
labors  in  a  manner  w  ortliy  of  the  object  tbey  have  pursued,  of 
tlw  cause  wliich  tlicy  have  su]iported,  and  tlie  people  whom  tlioy 
ha^  c  represented ;  a  people  who,  the  Sub-committee  rely,  widi 
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QUESTION  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM 

HAS   ALWAYS  FAILED  IlC  THE   IRISH  LEGISLATUEBb 
A  Fragraent.  (LeA  unfinished,  1793.) 

I  presume  no  man  in  Ireland^  under  the  degree  of  a  Com- 
missioner of  his  Majesty's  revenue,  will  deny  that  a  reform  in 
the  representation  of  the  pec^le  is  necessary.  The  principle  has 
been  recognized  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  sessions  of 
1795,  at  a  period  of  terror  which  superseded  all  dissimulation. 
The  supineness  of  the  nation  relieved  them  from  their  panic, 
and  they  have  dexterously  evaded  the  measure  by  difiering  as  to 
mode  and  degree.  The  gentleman,  who,  in  an  unguarded  mo- 
ment of  patriotism,  pledged  himself  to  bring  it  forward,  has 
made  the  eicperiment,  and  discharged  his  conscience;  the  peo- 
ple have  looked  on  with  an  apathy  to  be  expected  in  those  who 
had  no  interest  in  the  event ;  and  the  question  of  Parliamentary 
reform,  heretofore  of  some  import,  has  been  consigned  to  obli- 
vion, with  as  little  noise  as  if  it  were  a  common  turnpike  bilL 
As  the  nation  assembled  in  arms  in  1783,  to  procure  a  similar 
measure,  and  fiedled ;  as  they  assembled  again  in  a  civil  con- 
gress, in  1785,  and  failed ;  and,  finally,  as  ojqiosition,  wiflioiit 
flie  nation,  have  now  failed,  it  may  be  wordi  while  to  examine 
the  cause  of  these  repeated  failures,  and  to  see  wfaeflier  it  lies 
in  tiie  nature  of  the  measure  itseU^  or  in  the  princiides  on 
whidi,  in  those  various  attempts,  it  has  been  undertaken.  If  it 
be  in  the  first,  the  sooner  the  troth  is  asc^iained,  the  sooner 
seditioD  will  lose  its  pretext,  and  the  public  mind  be  tranquil- 


well  disposed  by  their  present  conduct  to 
indiscretions,  were  not  circumscribed  by 
tary  laws,  wliich  1  mention  with  honor,  ^ 
Convention  Acts,   So  it  was,  however ;  tli 
meet  and  discuss  public  affairs,  and  had  ar 
resist  all  uncoastitutional  attacks  on  their  HI 
tlicreforc,  is^-as  attended  to  in  this  country  a 
tlie  Revolution  of  1782,  was  accomplished 
They  saw«  liowever,  instantaneously,  the  ii 
own  measure,  unless  accompanied  by  a  ref 
They  could  not  be  always  in  anns,  and  th 
operating,  save  by  fear,  on  a  body,  in  wha 
no  voice.    England  had,  it  is  true,  been  fo. 
and  spirit  to  renounce  her  usurped  right 
the  act  of  her  Legislature ;  a  mode,  at  all 
now  become  unsafe ;  but  she  had  an  easier 
method  to  eflbctiiatc  her  purpose.   An  Eng 
the  command  of  tlie  Irish  Treasury,  to  pu] 
and  Irish  commerce,  from  an  Irish  Parlia 
lanies  were  acted  under  new  names.    The  i 
been  done,  gratuitously,  by  England,  was  n 
venal  miyorities,  paid  with  tlie  money  of  Ire 
ests  were  sacrificed.  By  a  kind  of  circular  ] 
tion,  the  nation  was  loaded  with  taxes,  fi»*  i 
maintaining,  but  of  abridging,  her  natural 
den  was,   itself,   a  grievance,  but  the  par 
was  imposed,  was  a  much  fcreater  mevano 
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taxed  the  {lortion  she  had  obtained  to  i*einibui*se  herself  for  tiiat 
which  she  renounced,  and  the  trade  of  Parliament  was  tliat,  of 
all  otiiersy  which  exi)erienced  tlie  most  immediate  and  rapid 
improvement  from  the  Revolution  of  1782.  Gentlemen  could  not 
take  it  on  tlieir  conscience  to  support  Administration  on  tlic 
terms  of  the  old  agi*eement;  they  had  now  got  sometliing  to 
sell;  boixMJgh  stock  rose  like  tliat  of  the  Soutli  Sea;  a  seat 
which  would,  tlic  year  before,  fetch,  in  the  market  a  bare 
j01,500,  was  now  woith  £2,000;  and,  on  an  emergency,  per- 
hai»,  J& 3,000.  Hie  Minister,  on  his  part,  scometl  to  haggle; 
he  saw  that,  if  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  pay  such  high  prices 
on  tlie  one  hand,  it  was  but  reasonable  they  sliould  be  i*eim- 
bui*sed  on  the  otiier,  and  his  liberality  was  not  fettered  by  any 
consideration  how  his  grants  should  be  made  good,  for  he  well 
knew  that  neither  his  country  nor  himself  would  ever  be  called 
on  for  a  shilling.  To  a  man,  so  situated,  it  was  easy  to  be  libe- 
ral. Tlie  arrangement  was  soon  made,  tlic  parties  perfectly 
understood  each  otiier,  and  tlic  affairs  of  the  nation  throve  ac- 
cordingly. 

Tliifl  intercourse,  however,  so  pleasing  to  him  that  was  to 
give,  and  those  who  are  to  receive,  was  not  equally  grateful  to 
the  people,  who  wero  to  make  good  tlie  stipulation.  They  did 
not  wish  the  boroughmongers  of  Ireland,  of  whose  merits  they 
were  little  conscious,  to  reap  tlie  principal  benefits  of  a  system 
accomplished  by  theu*  labors,  and  at  tlieir  risque;  a  system,  too, 
which  those  very  boroughmongers  had,  to  tlie  last  moment^  op- 
liosed.  The  volunteers  of  the  four  Provinces  met,  by  their  de- 
legates^ in  Dublin,  on  tlie  lOtli  November,  1783,  and,  after  so- 
lemn deliberation,  agreed  on  a  plan  of  reform,  tlie  great  Ceaturcs 
of  which  were,  1st.  To  make  residence  for  six  months  previous 
to  the  test  of  tlic  writ,  an  indispensable  qualification  in  all  vot- 
ers, wiiether  for  county,  city,  or  borough.  2d.  To  open  the 
boroughs,  by  increasing  tlie  number  of  electors  in  each,  to  two 
imndrod  in  Ulster,  one  hundred  in  Munster  and  Connaught» 
and  seventy  in  Leinster,  at  the  least ;  such  increase  to  be  made  by 
Admitting  all  Protestants,  having  freeholds  of  forty  shillings 
%'aliie  by  the  year,  witliin  the  precuicts  of  tlie  borough,  or  lease- 
bobb  ibr  thirty-one  years,  fifteen  whei*eof  to  be  unexpired,  of 
ten  pounds  yearly  value;  and,  by  annulling  all  by-laws  made  te 
limitation  of  li-anchise.  3d.  To  increase  the  nuinb«-  ^  ' 
Vol.  1^-62 


490 


POLITICAL  WOHKS  OK 


in  counties,  hj-  atlinilttiig,  hs  elwlon,  all  Pbotestji.'CM,  Iuit- 
ing  least^linlil  iiitrrrsts  lor  sixtj-oiie  vcarH.  twenty  vbrrnif  Ih 
be  iiiicx|rir«l,  ami  «r  llic  yearly  value  of  trn  pounds.  4t]i.  To 
limit  tbr  tliintUoii  ol'  Fiu-liaiiient  tn  tlircc  vrarK.  5th.  Toditf- 
qiiitliTy  all  persons  liultling  p<-nsiuns.  other  than  Itn-  lift 
tM rnly-one  yenrK.  fi-uin  being  elected  into  I'arliainuit,  and  ta 
\arate  tlio  neat^  of  Kiirli  iu4,  being  membera.  should  acrtpl 
jtlace  or  pension,  utiier  than  as  above,  but  with  a  raparitr  at 
being  rc-eleeted.  Siirb  ht  the  outline  of  the  plan  of  thi 
rable  Convention  of  1783. 

There,  is  no  man  will  deny,  tliat  Ibi^  jilan,  imperfrct  as  it  'v, 
-would  have  been  a  great  benefit  to  tlie  country-.  The  aboliab- 
ing  occasinnal  voten  by  enrorring  resilience,  «-oul(]  have  dr- 
stroyeil,  what  ban  been  called,  the  itinerant  interest  oT  IreUnd. 
The  opening  tlio  boitiughs  to  (he  degree  recited,  Tk7>ij|d.  fwn 
much,  hn^  c  u  eakened  the  aristormryt  ami.  by  deniDli<dilii£ 
boroughs,  have  pi-evenled  much  roiTuption ;  at  least,  if  tlwr 
continued  venal,  the  |ienple  nould  have  the  privilege  nf  seUtne 
Uieniflehes,  and  if  they  bad  the  disgrace,  they  x^ould  have  tlME 
beneRtH  of  pmstitntion.  The  inrarnuim  traflic  of  bi>mugb  ii 
tat  fur  peerages,  vould  likcuiHc  be  destj-ttyed,  and  a  great  put 
of  tlic  system  of  usurpation  levelled  with  the  gi-nnnd.  lutbe 
opening  tlie  right  of  franchise  to  termors  for  years, 
and  limited  as  it  in.  a  glimmering  of  reason  appears ;  whaterer 
mny  be  the  sentiments  of  tliis  day,  it  was  then  tiiougbt  by 
a  pi-odigious  stride,  and  occupied  the  attention  iif  the  assembly 
for  itearly  tvo  days.  Even  tlie  niiglity  mind  of  one  of  the 
grratet^t  men  this  country  ever  san ,  startnl  at  the  boldnRB  of 
tiiN  own  attempt,*  and,  after  apologizing  for  an  act  of  justice  by 
a  plea  of  necessity,  v-as  glad  to  take  shelter  under  an  Knglirii 
pi-ecedent,  drawn  from  tlie  case  of  a  rotten  b4>niugb.  So  inve- 
terate  an  eWI  is  the  prejudice  of  ancient  custom  !  The  Bhortm- 
ing  the  duration  of  Parliament,  and  even  the  dis4}uidiBci 
placemen  and  pensionerH,  imperfect  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the 
convention  plan,  would  hate  been  great  coostitutiorial  adi-anta- 
gCH.  lti-emaiiis,now,toexaminethedefiHrtsoftliepIan.  which  will 
also  dcmonstrntc  tlie  necessary  and  inenlable  causesof  itMrailurB. 

Il-slirstgrand  defect,  which  IN  etjual  la  all  the  others, if) 
pays  no  irsjiect  w  hatsoever  to  tbeclaimsof  the  Catliolicft. ; 
*  Mr,  I'lomt'i  iperah,  Con*entioQ  debitei,  p*ge  67. 
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wun  not  accidental,  but  deliberate,  wbich  of  itself  was  sufficient 
tu  dcstivty,  and  did  eventually  sink  tlie  plan.  Tiie  inconsisten- 
cy anil  injustice  of  one-rourtli  of  the  praple  complaining  tliat 
they  were  not  duly  represented  in  Fai-liament,  in  the  very  mo- 
ment  when  they  were  asaisting  to  exclude  tiiree-fourtlis  or.tlieii- 
countrymen,  wlio  were  not  represented  at  all,  tiic  demanding 
more  privilegea  for  themselves  wbo  already  enjoyed  many, 
and,  attbeaame  time,  refusing  all  participation  to  tbcir  brethren 
who  possessed  none,  was  so  outrageous  and  violent,  as  no  cause, 
Itow  righteous  soever  otherwise,  could  sustain.  What  was  the 
consequence  ?  The  Catholics  having  made  a  fruitless  attempt 
to  engage  tlie  Justice  and  hunuuuty  of  the  Convention  on  tlieir 
behalf,  had  no  interejrt  in  the  successor  failure  of  dicir  measures. 
Above  three-fourths  of  the  nation  were  alienated  at  one  blow  ; 
the  remaining  fraction  was  divided :  Government  stood  firm, 
and  tlie  Protestant  volunteer  convention  of  Ireland,  representing. 
at  the  leas^  forty  thousand  men,  armed  and  disciplined,  were 
chased  with  disgrace  and  derision  from  tlic  capital— Why?  Be- 
cause they  planned  an  cdiJicc  of  freedom,  on  a  foundation  of 
monopoly ;  because  they  widtcd  to  be  tyrants,  while  they  com- 
plained that  tbey  were  slaves ;  because,  in  advancing  ibar  own 
claims,  they  disregarded  those  of  tlieir  neighbors;  because  Utty 
wereselfish  and  interested,  desirous  to  aboUsb  abuse,  so  far  as  it 
affected  tbeotselves,  but  assisting  to  perpetuate  it  on  all  beneath 
theut  Such  a  cause  could  sot  succeed ;  it  fell  as  a  suicide  by  its 
own  iiyustice. 

The  principle  of  exclusion  which  pervades  the  whole  plan, 
^iplies,  though  not  with  equal  severity,  to  a  great  portion  of 
the  Protestants,  as  well  as  to  ttie  iriiole  C«th(dic  body.  It 
is  not  easy  to  say  why,  in  a  borou^  a  freehold  of  forty  shil- 
lings, depending  on  asingle  life  of  eigh^  years,  should  entitle  tlie 
owner,  being  a  Pnteatant,  to  a  vote,  while  a  leasehold  of  nine 
pounds  ten  shillings,  for  a  thousand  years,  shall  be  excluded. 
Soin  counties,  why  is  no  termor,  Mn^ a  iVvteibin/,  to  vote  out 
(tf  an  interested  less  than  ten  pounds  value,  or  for  a  term  lesH 
than  uxty-one  years?  Becwiae  in  feudal  times  tenures  for  ycarN 
werelessbonwvble  than  tenures  for  life!  But  are  these  fnidal 
times?  Such  will  ever  he  tlie  contrail irt ion  und  absunlity,  w  lien 
men  desert  tlie  plain  principlcH  of  iiAtuntl  jutlice  to  j  " 

beaten  track  of  precedent ;  when  the  law  CMitini 
■Hin  in  gone. 
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Tt)C  disqiiniiriration  of  [ilan'mPii  and  prnNionprs,  as  taid(hmii~ 
iti  tlipplaii,  ifcnmliinrd  withnAvtitrm  of  rcfortii.  is  noairtliing; 
if  separated,  it  is  notliitig.  Send  g  placpincn  back  to  hu  cm- 
stituents!  and  who  are  liis  roristituentK?  PcHmpH  liis  tnniil 
senants,  or  men  aa  tnurli  deprnilant  as  ihasr:  DmibtlcM  tlMtr 
virtuous  indignation  \\i\\  lie  roused;  tlicj*  will  diJirard  tltctlB* 
faithful  representative,  ulinsc  bread  titey  eat  aiid  whose  limy 
tliey  wear,  and  will  look  abroad  for  iwme  more  hoitntt  and  Mf 
member  to  do  their  business  in  Parltament.  But  why  cxcffi 
pensioners  for  life,  or  a  term  certain.  Is  it  tlmt  a  man  haWag 
received  a  pension  by  way  of  bribe  from  a  Minister,  will  Um 
desert  htm,  and  return  in  his  colws,  because  the  wages  of  Ug 
iniquity  cannot  be  withdrawn  ?  No !  Hell  itself  could  not  Btdniat 
witiiout  something  like  principle.  The  pension  which  cannot  bo 
peralled,  become.s  a  debt  of  honor  on  him  who  receives  it,  ax4 
every  man  in  s<i  icty  would  look  with  more  contiemirt  r>n  him, 
who  having  sold  liimself  to  the  Minister,  should  aftcTwai-dH  op- 
pose him,  or  talk  of  hb  duty  to  hin  country,  with  tlie  purrlouK' 
of  his  integrity  jingling  in  his  pocket,  tiianon  the  thorutigh -pared 
and  never-failing  drudge,  who  plods  on  tlirough  tlie  tilth  and 
mire  of  every  dirty  job.  witliout  looking  to  the  right  oi 
left,  reckless  of  character  and  anxious  only  for  his  pay. 

With  such  radical  defects,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  much  to  be  rtd 
ted  that  the  convention  plan  fell  to  tlie  ground.   From  its  f 
may  derive  a  lesson  whicli  cannot  be  tflo  deeply  imprinted  c 
minds,  that  no  aystcm,  tv/wsc  basis  is  monopotif,  ever  can  a 
To  ensure  success,  tlie  nation  must  be  unanimous ;  to  i 
unanimity,  the  interest  of  all  must  be  consulted.  If  our  mim 
not  expanded  sufficiently  to  embrace  an  idea  so  simple, ; 
grand,  we  must  bend  them  to  an  acquiescence  in  the 
tern.    There  is  no  medium  between  completejnsticc  and  um 
fled  submission. 

The  Convention  and  their  plan  having  vanished  like  a  n 
the  question  of  n'fonn  wafl  now  to  he  tried  in  another  »hi 
still  nnthesiimcviciousprinciplcofexclnsion.  ThellouscofC 
mons  had  with  great  indignation  rejected  tlic  measure,  M  o 
ing  from  an  armed  body.     Statesmen  are  m'\er  to  be  belM 
when  their  intei-est  is  conremed.   They  are  inililTerent  k 
mmle;  it  was  the  princijde  they  feared,  but  the  excuse  wa 
sibic  and   uTighed  with  many.    In  consequence,  the  Ref 


THEOBALD  TTOLFE  TONE.  493 

<>r  that  day  atiiftcd  tbeirground.  A  new  assembly  was  formed 
of  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  in  a  civil  capaci- 
tVf  who.  alter  various  adJoummcntH,  and  ineffectual  calls  on  tlic 
people  to  co-operate  with  and  support  them,  at  lengtli,  in  April, 
irsj.  publi^ed  an  address  to  the  nation,  and  a  plan,  in  sub- 
stance the  same  asthat  of  the  Convention  inl783,  on  which, 
as  containing  similar  excellencies  and  defects,  it  is  unneccsHary 
here  to  observe.  So  little  interest  did  the  people  take  in  this 
measure,  that  1  know  not  whethcrany  proceedings  thereon  were 
had  in  Parliament. 

From  this  experiment  in  1785,  the  question  of  reform  lay,  as 
in  a  trance,  until  tlic  year  1791.  In  tliat  year  the  unparalleled 
events,  which  were  gwng  on  in  France,  roused  tlic  peiqile  from 
their  lethai^.  In  the  North  of  Ireland,  a  spirit  of  inquiry  and 
exertion  broke  out,  and  the  town  of  Belfast,  that  great  foun- 
tain of  political  knowledge  and  public  spiiit,  took  the  lead  on 
this,  asonevwy  former  occasion,  when  the  independenceof  their 
country  or  tiie  liberties  of  mankind  were  engaged.  Men  set 
themselves  seriously  to  consider  the  causes  of  their  former  de- 
fcabi,  and  they  had  not  far  to  seek ;  they  found  them  in  their  own 
injustice.  They  saw  the  folly  and  the  inconsistency  of  pretend- 
ing to  claim  a  restoration  of  their  own  rights,  while  they  wear 
themselves  parties  to  tiie  exclusion  of  their  Catholic  brethren. 
They  altered  tiieir  system  fundamentally.  They  extended  the 
base.  Theirplanwasreducedto  tiireesinipleprinciples,  necessa- 
rily dependant  on  each  other,  and  containing  the  disease,  the 
remedy,  and  the  mode  of  iti  attainment :  First,  tiiat  the  weight 
of  English  influence  in  tbeGovcmment  of  Ireland,  was  so  great 
as  to  require  a  cordial  union  among  oil  the  ptoplt,  to  maintain 
that  balance  which  was  essential  to  the  presenation  of  their 
liberties,  and  Uie  ^tension  of  their  commerce.  SeeoHdlj,  That 
the  sole  constitational  mode  by  which  that  influence  could  be 
opposed,  was  by  a  complete  and  radical  reform  of  the  reprenmt- 
ationof&e  pe(q>le  in  Parliament ;  and,  Uur^y,  That  nn  re- 
fwm  was  practicable,  efficacions,  or  just,  which  should  not  er|iial' 
ly  include  Irishnien  of  men/ rdigiouM  penuanan.  Fortunately, 
at  the  very  moment  wben  this  great  eliange  was  wnriting  in 
tfaetr  mind%  the  petulance  of  Adntnirtration  bad.  hy  mnlffpliMl 
HUd  unncci^sarj'  iretults,  alitaMAAMAtflnvW flw  f^sAnlk 
bmly,  who  also  partook,  in  i^^^^^^^^^^HBMltlll  wbi^k 
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lliit  F'rcnch  revolution  liad  kindled  over  Eut^pi'.  IIk  cnltgtilnt- 
«d  men  in  t)ic  two  grcal  sects  wliirh  divide  tiio  iiiitioti.  r&»t  Um 
eyes  inalini' lively  on  eacii  otiier.  It  mjuiivil  littlp  nrpinMrntta 
tdiow  ttieni  tlie  ruin  of  tlieir  fonner  aiiimosidos.  or  Uip  beoefib 
resulting  fi-om  union ;  tliat  Uieir  iutcreels,  tlieir  cnruiirs  tlKir 
success,  their  destruction  weiv  inseparable.  A  new  ligbt  brtAt 
forth  on  tlieir  minds.  The  prejudices  of  a  rirntitrT-  wcrenub- 
ilued  in  nix  months.  The  Cnlliolirs,  strong  in  tiic  ju-stk-r  ot  titer 
cause,  and  supported  by  tlieir  new  allies,  as&uijicd  n  buldt-r  tvw. 
To  the  astonishment  of  Ginerniiient.  of  tlieir  frirnib,  rf 
almost  of  tbcniselvoi,  they  dare<l  to  aswrt  tlie  givat  jirtiuipln 
liberty.-  "That  tw  man  is/retwiw  it  fa.ced  v/tm  he  u  Ml 
rtprtxented,  or  bound  biflifat,  in  llie  framing  of  tfhich,  ArAoiM 
jwwer  to  give,  or  withhold  his  axsenL" 

Principles  so  Just,  campellol  tlieir  own  lurknowIpilgncnL 
Government  here  and  in  England  were  forced  tit  >ielil  iaa 
spirit,  of  the  extent  of  which  they  were  iible  to  Jbi-tn  nu  cal- 
culation. I'he  conjunctui-e  vm  fat  orable,  tlie  ficuple  n  cit-  mo- 
lute,  and  the  Catholic  bill  of  I  '93,  wliicli  rrsloretl  »»  nianr  in' 
portantpri\'ileges,  and,  above  all,  the  elective  fnuictiise  to  thai 
long  oppressed  body,  will  i-emain  a  splendid  iiionuineut,  as  i| 
was  tlie  first  fruit  of  the  union  of  Irishmtn. 

By  tliitf  qualified  emancipation  of  the  Catliolics,  one  girtl 
impediment  in  the  way  of  reform  is,  at  least,  considerably  di- 
minished. The  accusation  of  inconsistency  itnil  iigusticv.  cu 
no  longer  be  affixed  on  tlie  advocates  for  tlie  mcaHuro.  In  wlul 
may  be  called  t)ie  new  theory  of  Irish  politics,  tlie  tifnl  step 
in  the  system  is  ascertained,  the  remaining  ones  will  IViIliiw  in 
their  order,  if  not  instantaneously,  yet  certainly.  A  great  iltSicul' 
ty  has  been  surmounted,  w  hicli  if  not  removed,  niitst  forever 
have  sunk  all  furtlier  nttcinpts,  as  it  did  all  antecedent  ones,  and 
tlie  success  of  the  people  in  tbe  measuiv  which  they  ha»e  ob- 
tained, has  given  them  an  earnest  and  a  security  of  success,  tn 
those  which  they  have  yet  toscek,  il'by  tlieirown  folly  and  in- 
discretion and  premature  exertion,  they  do  not  retanl,  and 
desti-oy,  the  noblestcause  in  which  ever  a  nation 
But  of  this  heretdler-  1  proceed  histoi-ically  to  tlie 
of  reform,  which  is  also  the  last  which  has  been 
Bjiection,  on  the  authority  of  any  body  or  individual, 
lie  capacity ;  1  mean  the  bill  of  reform,  presented  and  i 
in  the  course  of  tJic  last  session. 
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■A  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  Faulkner'i  Jountal,  of  Thurtdai/,  July 
1  l^A,  1793,  in  reply  to  certain  auertums  contained  in  his  paper 
of  that  day. — By  Tueobaui  Wolfe  Tore. 

EnaKira.  "  CMrfJiitiiee.  To  puniih  jroo  6g  the  irelt,  would  unend  the 
attention  of  your  rtri,  Mtd  I  ore  not  in  do  become  jrour  pbjnician. 

"  Faltiqjr.  I  am  u  poor  u  Job,  ray  Lord,  but  not  m  patient.  Yoor  L«nl- 
ahip  maj  miniater  the  potion  ofinpriaonnient  lo  roe,  in  rripect  to  my  povertf, 
but  how  lahouldbejoar  patient  to  follow  jrour  preteriptionr,  tbe  wiae  mar 
make  aome  dram  of  a  acnipic  of,  or  indeed,  a  aeruple  itaelf    **••*• 

"Faltt^.  Hjr  Lord,  I  arill  not  undei^ihiaaneap  without  reply.  Ton  call  ho- 
norable boldncM,  impudent  Mucitteai.  Iranian  will  make  coutttcy,  and  lay 
nothing,  he  it  virtuoua.  No!  my  Lord.  Uy  humble  doty  remembered,  I  will 
not  beyourMilor." 

SBiKiipaiai,  Beitrji  IV.  Pari  2. 

Sik:  I  have  Beenapublicationinyoarpaper,of  Uiellthinsf. 
in  which,  as  I  am  told  by  my  friends,  and  as  I  my§e)f  believe,  I 
am  particularly  pointed  out,  and  HOme  extracts  are  given  from  a 
paper  supposed  to  be  written  by  mo.  This  publication  imports 
to  be  a  speech  delivo^  by  a  nobleman  of  high  station  in  this 
country ;  but  as  such  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  consider  iX.  I  will, 
therefore,  presume  itto  bo  tliewor);  of  some  ingenious  personage, 
whohas  assumedthe8ituation,and  mimicked,  with  some  success, 
the  sentiments  and  language  of  that  illustrious  character;  and, 
in  tilts  view,  1  cannot  deny  the  author  considerable  merit ;  there 
certainly  is  something  in  theTnanntr  extremely  well  hit  off,  and 
which  at  first  imposed  upon  mc  completely ;  bonxvcr,  on  looking 
mom  carefully,  I  discovcrctl  internal  evidence  which  must,  I 
think,  aatirfy  any  reasonable  person,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be 
the  composition  (tf  the  great  personage,  whose  name  you,  sir,  have 
ventured  to  pre6x  to  it.  As  a  man  of  veracity,  lie  would  scorn  to 
advance,  against  any  individual,  a  charge  c^tiiedeepestdie,  utter- 
ly unsuppOTted  by  any  thing  like  fact ;  as  a  statesman,  he  could 
not  be  80  foolish  as  to  publish  to  all  Europe,  friends  and  enemies, 
that  a  few  defqwradoes,  such  as  he  describes,  have  been  siiffi- 
rient  to  Bubstract  tte  military-  force  of  Ireland  fivm  the  scale  nf 
the  empire,  and  to  require  an  army  of  observation  of  no  less 
Ann  irix  and  Ibirfy  thousand  men.  ''for  siirh  is  our  poment  esta- 
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blisluncnt,)  to  krcp  Uicm  iu  cJicck ;  as  a  fi-icnd  tn  the  uid 
ilcnrc  of  his  country,  tic  w  otild  not  talk  tturJi  iioitsenttc  ait  tn  hI 
t)iat  trislimcii  could  rebel  agniiist  Gtvat  Britain  ;  anil  above: 
a.sa  man  nrtiumanity.  as  a  rniiBtJtiitJonal  litnyer,    and  as  tbr   | 
kfejier  of  his  Sovereign's  ronacJcnce.  he  never  cnultl  haivnUir- 
eil  the  follo^ting  remarkable  ,sent4'uc«.  wliir b  you  hatii  |Mrt  ii 
liisniituOi  :  ''It ixtlieonly misfortiinenrarrceGovcmnaciitadHU 
nothing  hut  fiUl  u>ul  legal  proof  can  bring  sucli  dark  ronspin- 
t/irs  to  condign  puniskmmt." 

■Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  entertained  by  UiP  anonytnan 
writer  of  tliis  Hpeech  as  to  my  prinriplos,  I  r4tn  assure  huii  thai  I 
have  A  very  great  deference  foi'  rt  en  tlic  formii  of  tlic  CiiiifititutHiL 
Somnch  do  1  nwpccttlie seals,  in  whatever  bands  (lc|>oAtted,  that  I 
mill  treat  even  this  reprefientalivc  of  the  Loiil  Cliaiicellor  «itli 
dnc  deforum ;  and  I  will  not  rarry  the  war  into  his  toi-ritorira 
expoHc  his  sopbistryt  iii»  evasions,  or  his  falsehood,  furtlw 
is  absoluti'ly  necessary  for  my  own  defence.  I  wish  buttol 
myself,  wliich,  if  1  can  do,  I  will  leave  him  to  Godf  1 
science,  and  the  tongues  of  his  countrymen. 

Tlic  charge  against  me  is.  tliat  1  am  cuw  of  a  raction^  \ 
object  is,  in  tlic  words  of  tlie  speech,   "to  rebel  ugai 
civwn  of  Great  Britain,  by  eR'ectnating  a  sepai-atinn  betWKn 
the  sister  countries."  And  the  overt  acts  which  aiv  brought  fur- 
ward  to  establish  the  charge,  ai-e  a  letter,  or  (-oiiRdenti 
spatf  h.  said  tu  be  written  by  me ;  tlie  founding  the  societj 
ed  Irishmen ;  tlie  establishing  tlic  General  Committee  t 
Catholics,  on  a  plan,  pi-ocured  from  my  friends  and  t 
in  France;  and,  incidentally,  by  all  these iliflW-ent acts o 
son  against  Great  Britain,  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  • 
from  employing  its  troops  in  the  rc«<toration  of  peAce,  by  ( 
tating  the  opei-atioris  of  the  powers  combined  against  Frs 

Before  I  enter  into  any  justificiition  of  myself,  1  be| 
solemnly  to  protest  against  the  princi]ile  laid  down  by  tl 
ter  of  this  speech,  »  hoever  he  he,  that,  as  an  Irishmanr  I  o 
allegiance  eitlier  tn  Great  Britain  or  to  the  crown  of  Gre 
lain.    My  allegiance  is  due  to  tlie  king  of  Ireland;  aud  1  v 
to  Die  last  drop  of  my  blood,  resist  Uie  ctiitni  of  any  I 
much  more  of  any  nation,  under  any  other  title,  wlio  { 
presume  to  exact  obedience  of  me.    I  confess  this  i»  one  c 
gross  blunders,  or  worse,  of  the  writer,  which  satisAed  I 


■>iiiru,  uui  I 
eel  lor  wttli 
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tlic  forgery  of  the  composition.  For,  whatever  opposition  the  il- 
lustrious character  whom  he  personates  might  have  formerly 
given  to  the  independence  of  his  country ;  however  strenuously 
he  might  have  suj^rted  the  usurpations  of  England ;  or  what- 
ever grief  and  anguish  of  mind  he  might  feel  at  the  reflection 
that  all  his  virtuous  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  I  am  sure  he  is 
too  \^ise  to  broach  such  doctrines  now.  Low  as  tiie  state  of  pub- 
lic spirit  is  in  Ireland,  I  think  we  would  hardly  tolerate  tiie  old 
system  of  British  supremacy ;  and  I  cannot  help  here  pcnnting 
out  the  gross  inconsistency  of  introducing  in  a  speech,  whose 
object  is  to  reprobate  all  idea  of  separation,  expressions  and 
sentiments  of  all  otiiers  the  most  likely  to  create  doubts  and 
jealoasies  between  the  two  countries,  by  i^minding  the  (me  of 
what  she  has  been  forced  to  surrender,  and  alarming  the  other 
for  what  she  had  so  recently  extorted,  and  scarcely  yet  secured, 

I  am  come  now  to  the  grand  charge  that  I  am  an  advocate 
for  separation,  and,  on  that  head,  I  shall  be  as  explicit  as  tiie  de- 
licacy of  the  subject  and  tiie  circumstances  of  the  times  will 
admit  me  to  be.  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered  that  I  never  pub- 
licly broached  this  doctrine  at  alL  Whatever  I  said  upon 
it  was  merely  my  own  individual  sentiments  in  a  private  letter 
to  a  friend,  which  wbs  never  intended  to  be  made  public  and 
much  less  written  with  that  degree  of  caution  which  I  should 
have  used  had  I  expected  it  would  e^-er  have  become,  as  I  leam 
it  did  become,  an  object  of  inquiry  before  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Lords.  Nevertheless,  I  am  so  clear  as  to  the  spirit  with 
uriiich  it  was  written,  that  I  would,  at  this  moment,  answer 
with  my  life  for  its  contents ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  at  least  presump* 
tive  proof  of  nothing  very  objectionable  being  found  in  it,  that 
I  have  not  yet  been  <<  laid  by  tiie  heels  for  it,''  as  I  was  once 
threatened  by  a  great  man^  who  afterwards,  however,  changed 
hismmd* 

I  likewise  tiiink  it  necessary,  in  order  to  obviate  a  charge  of 
confederacy,  implied  in  the  publication  which  I  am  answering, 
to  mention  that  this  letter  was  ^litten  in  Spring  1791,  and  my 
being  retained  in  the  service  of  the  Catholics  did  not  take  place 
till  July,  1792.  The  date  of  tiie  letter  will  likewise  account 
for  any  thing  contained  in  it,  iavorable  to  the  French  re^'olution. 

I  can  well  conceive  such  a  connection  between  two  countries 
as  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  both;  so  much,  perhaps,  as  In 
Voi^  1—63 
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magcd  :  niiil,  eien  tJic  gi>avp  and  Htc^dy  sagr,  the  tlcrp  )a«7a'( 
and  profouiid  iKditiciatt,  ^^llUNcoppo^!lili<>ll1«Iut  tiinsrt  (liTwlv4.iiri 
wlio  was  rep«)rted  V)  have  said,  and  indeed  to  liave  sworn.  «iA 
equal  wit  and  wisdom,  that.  *■  by  the  Etemut  Gad. "  if  thoae  U> 
lows  ei'«r  came  to  thu  bar,  it  sliould  lit'  Uiniiigh  Uif  Dock ;  cm 
he  had  ail  iinmcdiatt  revelation,  and  was,  ••  I'm  pudur '"  ca*- 
vcrtol  with  die  common  herd.  For  tlie  hunar  nf  Uic  coo-sistaiK^  cf 
that  great  chariictei-,  I  must  admit,  he  cei-tainly  made  wr;  fwm, 
and  gidpcd  hard ;  hu\tever,  he  did  swallnw  llie  pill,  Kt  he  hi§ 
h<.-cu  obliged  to  swallow  some  others.  Surely,  after  tU«i  m 
mun  will  doubt  the  fact  of  British  inHuence. 

But  to  return  :  My  tlieury  nf  politics,  since  I  had  one,  «■ 
tills:  >Vhat  is  tlic  evil  of  tliis  country  !  British  iu&ucnce.  WW 
iH  tJie  remedy  ?  A  reform  in  I'ariiiunent.  How  is  that  Httunaklt! 
By  a  union  of  all  the  jieople.  For  tJiew  three  positions,  fire  ttill 
not  melt  tliem  out  of  mo;  I  have  always  maintauicd  tlieaa,  mi 
always  shall.  But  of  tliis  creed,  s<-pui-ittiuii  makeM  no  part  If 
it  wei-e  res  inttf^n,  Gt«l  forhid  but  I  should  prefer  in<lepenilrofc; 
but  Ireland  being  cotiiiectcil  as  she  is,  1  for  one.  do  not  wish  lo 
break  that  connection,  provided  it  can  he,  as  I  aiii  sure  it  ran, 
pre^rved  consistently  with  the  honor,  the  interests,  and  Uie 
happiness  of  Ireland.  If  I  were,  on  the  other  hand,  Matisficd 
that  it  could  not  he  so  pre.sci-ved,  1  would  hold  it  a 
to  endeavor,  by  all  possible  means,  to  break  it.  even 
so  doing,  a  great  lawyer  were  to  It'll  me  "that  I 
ling  against  Great  Britain," 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think,  that,  by  ailmitting  that  a 
measure  may  lead  to  separation,  we  are  precluded  from  rurther 
argument.  1  thiiiktliementionofseitarationisnnitlierl 
blasphemy.  I  am  sure,  no  Nvise  Minister  will  ever  let 
bility  of  that  event  out  of  his  head.  If  he  does,  he  will 
I  can  conceive  ciivumstanrcs  more  niinous  to  this  count 
even  sepai-ation  ;  and  I  will  tell  the  anonymous  author.  w)m>  has 
assumed  the  character  of  a  great  statesman  to  vent  his  own  folly, 
tliat  he  had  <ione  better  in  not  .stirring  the  question.  Public  »[niiunt 
is  an  uncertain  thing,  and  it  is  therefore  possible  tliat  tlw  in* 
vcstigation  may  not.  in  the  long  nin,  serve  his  side  of  tJic  ail- 
ment. Ue.  has  made  what  was  matter  of  faith,  subject  tu 
son  :  what  no  man  scai-cely  ventured  to  lift  up  bis 
look  steadily  at,  is  submitted  to  genci-ul  inspection  am 
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tititution  and  commerce  of  Ireland  andcr  the  oppressive  weight 
of  British  influence.  If  that  shall  ever  happen,  and  if  the  pal- 
pable operation  of  this  influence  shall  force  the  question  upon 
men's  minds,  whether  they  will  or  not,  the  true^  genuine,  and 
efficient  advocates  for  separation,  a]*o  tliose  who  would  g^und 
their  own  elevation  and  security  on  the  merit  of  sacrificing  the 
commerce  and  independence  of  Ireland  to  the  monopoly  and  am- 
bition of  Great  Britain.  These  considerations,  and  the  despair  I 
felt  of  ever  seeing  the  corruptioas  of  this  country  removed,  (all 
which  I  trace  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  an  influence  ruin- 
ous to  the  interests  of  Ireland,  and  only  to  be  supported  by  such 
vile  means,)  first  compelled  me  to  entertain,  even  in  idea,  the 
question  of  separation ;  a  question  of  weighty  and  serious  im- 
port indeed ;  a  question  not  to  be  agitated  but  upon  great  provo- 
cation, nor  to  be  determined  on  but  in  the  last  extremity :  for,  on 
the  result  of  that  determination  depends  the  iate  of  one,  periiaps  of 
both  countries.  Serious  as  it  is,  it  must,  however,  and  will,  infalli- 
bly, arrive  at  some  period,  unless  a  speedy  and  eflbctual  dieck 
be  given  to  the  continuance  of  existing  abuses  and  corruption. 

But  perhaps  the  fact  of  Britisli  influence  may  be  denied.  I 
am  happy  to  be  able  to  select  one  instance,  where  it  has  been 
exerted  beneficially  to  Ireland ;  which  will  establish  the  point 
The  Catholics  of  liiis  country  applied  to  their  own  Legislature, 
and  their  o^n  Minister ;  tliey  were  spumed  with  unnecessary 
contempt  They  applied  again,  and  were  again  rejected.  They 
tlicn  determined  they  would  apply  here  no  more.  They  assem- 
bled and  framed  a  petition  to  the  King,  and  they  sent  it  by  some 
of  tlieir  own  body  to  England.  What  was  the  consequence?  The 
English  Minister,  a  wise  and  temperate  man,  saw  they  were 
not  to  be  trifled  with.  He  did  not  exasperate  them  by  fodish 
rhodoroontades,  nor  tlireaten  them  with  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  all  England.  He  conceded  the  point  magnanimously,  and 
recommended  them,  {thai  u,  exerted  Ids  influence  as  Minister 
of  England)  to  his  friends  here,  in  a  manner  so  forcible^  that, 
since  the  miraculous  conversion  of  St  Paul,  nothing  has  been 
seen  on  cartli  to  equal  it  The  claims  and  merits  of  the  Catho- 
lics were  all  at  once  discovered,  as  it  were  by  a  Divine  inter- 
position ;  the  swords  of  their  ancestors  fell  from  the  hands  ol' 
die  Corporation  of  Dublin ;  the  grand  juries  were  illnminatad. 
and  withdrew  from  the  field  with  tfadr  l&vai  and 
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npon  yourself  tci  profix  to  the  paper  witirli  ynu  an 
ckII  \m  Kpceclt,  1  Ih^ciuik^  somouhHt  curiouH  tn  kimw  what 
letter  could  bi\  and  having  Icarnnl  tlml.  I  pruspciibMi  tnv 
quiries  flomcwliat  farUicr.  I  d«  rfcollcrt  y^ry  wfll  mr  wiith^ 
a  Icttrr  early  in  1791,  U>  a  paKinilar  friend  of  mine,  wWd 
letter  enclosed  tlie  ••  Dectaratum"  of  t.lie  first  sorirty  of  Unitr 
Irishmen  in  Belfa/it,  of  whtrh  I  ailinit  myself  to  be  the  aiiUinr, 
and  lei  wlial  run  l»e  niiule  of  it.  But  UinMigli  wlinl  clianne)  il 
may  Iiave  passed  to  the  hands  of  tlie  i1limtri»UB  ctiaraiiiT  ia 
viiose  cHHtody  1  am  told  it  now  in,  1  cannot  aiiNMrer.  nor  M 
what  mutilations  or  int^rjiolations  it  may  !iavp  MiilIiTCi]  om  il 
way.  I  could  wish  fi>r  my  own  justification  I  had  ilie  fcttfri 
for  when  I  wrot«  it,  I  t)iought  it  of  so  little  Importance,  thai  I 
kept  no  copy,  nor  even  itiaile  a  ineinorandum  of  tlir  ilatit. 

I  am,  thcivfore,  obliged  to  take  it  on  tlie  dtibiouH  aiitfaoritv 
of  the  author  of  tlic  speech,  and  admitting  tImL.  I  nee  nothing 
in  ill  principles  which  I  am  disposed  to  ivtract:  hut  I  wnulil 
vejitui-e  toassei-t  ujion  memory,  for,  lut  I  said  already,  I  have  no 
copy,  that  in  the  first  paragraph  quoted,  tJu're  is  an  errttr  in  Hit 
expressioas.  It  i)t  pnnt«id  (liiis:  <•  n>  have  not  in»crtnl  jlin 
our  resolutions,  and  we  have  not  said  a  word  which  looks  lik» 
sepaj-ation.  although  in  the  opinion  of  anr  friends,  nach  an  ct^ 
would  be  the  regeneration  of  Ireland."  This  ia  evidrnlJv  nietnl 
to  cniitey  something  of  tlie  idea  of  a  combination  oi-  conHpimry. 
which  is  utterly  false.  Tlie  declai-ation  and  tlie  letter,  a«  I  wmto 
tiiem.  were  solely  my  own  act.  When  I  had  sketchi^  the  de- 
claration, I  showeil  it  to  some  gentlemen,  whoso  names  I  mm- 
tioncd  in  tlic  letter,  and  it  met  with  their  approbation.  Their 
names,  the  author  of  the  speech  has  not  venture^l  to  insert,  be- 
cause he  was  cunning  enough  to  see  that  if  they  worv  made 
ptiblic,  it  would  blow  up  his  innendo  of  a  conspii-acy  into  the 
air;  he  calls  them,  therefore,  "my  associates,  some  physician^ 
a  barrister,  6u:" 

M'liom  he  meant  by  tlie  expresHion  "ourfiiends,"  is.  I  mp- 
pose,  explaincil  in  tJie  next  sentence,  which  runs  as  followti: 

**  These  are  the  sentiments  of  tliis  fatlier  of  the  society  of 
"  United  Irishmen,  who  has  been  votod  upwards  of  a  £  lOOD 
"  sterling  by  tiie  Catholic  convention,  and  who  stnick  out  tor 
"  them  that  plan  of  election  wliicli  he  received  from 
"and  associates  in  France." 
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Here  an  four  heavy  chaises,  in  as  many  lines.  Of  each  ui 
their  order,  and  first  of  tlie  first 

1st  So  far  aa  writing  the  ikclaration  of  tlic  first  society  of 
Belfast,  the  first  indeed  in  the  lungdomtand  being  a  very  early 
member  of  tliat  of  Dublin,  I  plcnd  guilty,  and  I  remain,  in 
every  syllable  I  have  there  written,  precisely  of  tlic  opinion  I 
was  when  I  wrote  it;  1  have  not  one  word  to  oifcrin  jiutificji- 
Uon. 

3d.  To  the  second.  I  have  been  voted  upwards  of  £  1000 
Htn>ling  by  tiie  Catholics.  I  am  proud  to  own  it;  it  is  a  con- 
nection wlierein  I  glory.  It  is  a  reward  spontancouHly  votedi 
for  services  fairly  done,  and  sacrifices,  I  will  say  it,  disinter- 
e$tedly  maile.  When  I  first  wrote  a  little  book  on  the  Catholic 
question,  I  was  not  ac-iiuainted  witli  one  member  of  their  body ; 
fliat  circumstance  intmdurol  inc  to  tlieir  notice :  tiicy  retained 
me  in  tlicir  service,  and  I  Kciied  them  tailbfully.  I  have  ro- 
reived  from  them  an  honorable  disrhai-ge,  and  I  am  satisfied. 
1  will  Airther  assure  the  writer  of  the  siicccli,  what  he  will 
perh^H  find  it  difficult  to  roncrive.  tliat  I  tliink  myself  a  richer. 
and  a  happier  man  with  £  1000  sterling,  earned  as  I  have  eara- 
ed  it,  than  I  should  if  I  were  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  witli 
ten  times  as  much  a  year,  and  tlic  conviction  tliat  I  had  pur^ 
chased  my  wealth  and  honors,  by  betraying  tlie  liberties  and 
independence  ot  my  countiy. 

Sd.  The  next  chai^  is,  that  I  stnick  out  for  the  Catliolics  the 
|dan  for  tlie  election  of  their  convention.  This  charge.  I  am 
heartily  sorry,  ia  not  true,  for  were  it  so,  1  should  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  think  I  had  rendered  tliem  a  senice,  in  some  de- 
gree adequate  to  the  benefits  and  the  kindness  which  I  have 
received  at  tlieir  hands;  and  I  assure  the  author  of  the  speech 
that  I  should  not  shrink  from  the  honor  of  being  the  inventor  of 
the  plan,  though  I  were  convinced  that  I  might  thereby  give 
mortal  oifencc  to  tlie  illustrious  personage  wlio  is  made,  with 
such  asperity,  to  censure  mc,  a  personage  indeed  about  whose 
bvor,  I  neither  have  been,  nor  am  remarkably  solicitous. 

4th.  The  next  charge  is  rather  more  serious.  It  is  no  less  ttian 
that  I  received  tlie  plan,  which  I  am  just  said  to  have  myself 
struck  out,  from  my  friends  and  associates  in  France.  There 
are  some  charges  which  admit  but  of  one  answer.  As  I  pre- 
Humc  that  tlie  atithn-  of  the  speech  meant  to  ronv<!y  an  imputa- 
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tion  or  the  deepest  dye.  I  shM  give  liiin  the  only  rriilj  be  jp- 
soneA.  by  telling  him  his  asseHioii  in  a  gross  and  nul^iait 
falsehood. 

And  here,  if  I  bad  any  iloiibt  befure.  I  would  Ih^  -Hntisfial 
this  Kamr  speech  nmld  not  pussildy  b^  the  rompoNitMni  of  Ik 
noble  and  illustrioiH  personage  wbose  naiiir  in  no 
prefixed  to  it :  for  surely  tliat  noble  and  U-arard   |M-n«naaj^  ii 
inliniti'ly  too  JiiKt  biendcu>or  toallixun  un  innf>rent  man.nttiwt 
Kucresn  in  life  munt  deix-nd  on  hin  jircserving  a  fair  rharactrr, 
wfw  coiiid  never  by  any  pnsHibitity  have  injumt  hint,  who 
notUichnnnr.  nor  even  the  wiNJi.  in  the  Rinallrst  dfi^rw.  to  Lam 
him.  a  charge  uf  ho  heinous  a  nature,  and.  at  tlte  same  tnnb  m 
utterly  unsupported  by  tlie  »imulh-.st  shadow  of    tiiith.     Ga4 
knows  in  those  days  of  gunpowder  artt.  ai«l  alien  aclJt, 
trcaHonat)le  correspondence  aetK.  ainl  mnventioii  acts,  what  ] 
or  may  not  lie  an  act  to  bi-ing  a  innnN  life  in  jenpartly.    It  i 
not  he  !<Hig  tlio  "only  misfortune  of  a  free  Govfi-iimrnt.  thai 
"  nntidng  but  full  anil  legal  piiMif  ran  bring  surli  tturk  ronspin- 
••tontneondign  punitilnncnt"  When  all  ordinary  inod*-:^  of  in- 
vestigation fail.  ])erhupH  vc  may  sec  tJie  nii^k  cotnv  in  fur  its 
turn,  ami  force  the  unwilling  culprit  to furnifih  niiti'iirr  agaiaid 
him»clf.*   Thei-e  are  minds,  cniel  and  conardly.  tti  whom  sorb 
a  speculation  nmy  not  bo  undelightl'ul.  and  I  iTinemFK-r  lo 
read  in  a  book,  railed  the  history  of  Kngland.  how  a  cptiain 
Lord  Chancellor.  (I  tliink  his  name  v-tm  WriotlieMly}  lorimtA 
with  his  own  hands,  in  tlie  toiver  of  l^trndon.  n  f^Haia  AnMC 
Ayscue:  (but  that  was  indeed,  and  the  author  mentJuD»  it 
such,  rather  a  violent  act.)   TImnk  God  «e  liie  in  times  wlirn 
such  tilings  ai*  not    To  tlie  "  viisforlvne.  of  a  free  Oot» 
a  culprit  can  beconWeted  as  yet  only  ujmn  full  and  )e] 
a  rrsti-aint  upon  the  sallies  of  a  great  mind,  eager  to  i 
tlition  in  its  pr(igre3.s,  which  1  do  not  much  wonder  ^e 
autlior  of  the  speech  should  tliiidi  extremely  hard  and  uttrra- 
sunnhlc. 

I  remember  to  bave  lately  seen  a  state  paper,  in  wtiirh.  I»j- 
tlie  Hujipi-ession  of  dates,  by  the  juxtaposition  of  renioip  fartM, 
and  the  He[)arxtion  uf  connected  ones,  something  like  a  plausi- 
ble mu-mtive  wa»  made  out,  ever}-  syllable  of  wbirJi, 
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taken,  was  ti-ue,  yet,  the  whole  togetlier,  as  false  as  the  Koran, 
a  mode  of  com^iosition  which  tlie  autlior  of  the  speech  has  imi< 
tateil  VC17  successfully.  For  instance,  he  connects  a  letter  sup* 
IKKsed  to  be  written  by  me  in  tlie  spring  of  1791,  when  I  was 
not  acquainted  witli  a  single  Csitliulic,  witli  the  foimation  of  the 
General  Committee,  whicii  did  not  meet  until  Christmas,  1792; 
and  then  combining  this  witli  ttie  Duke  of  Brunswick*simmoi*taI 
I'etreat  the  autunm  of  the  same  year,  lie  infers,  that  we,  tlie  agi- 
tators, meaning  tlie  Catholics,  my  friends  and  associates  in 
France,  and  myself,  had  formed,  as  he  has  no  doubt,  a  serious 
design  to  rebel  iigainst  Gi*eat  Britain,  and  form  a  Republic  con* 
nected  with  France.  These  are  indeed  the  dreams  of  the  wick- 
ed. <<  The  thief  doth  fear  each  biish  an  officer.^*  But  what  fol- 
lows on  tlie  heels  of  this  alarming  discover}',  ^*  tluit  roars  so 
laud  and  thunders  in  the  index?  Truly,  tlie  cruel  lenity  of  the 
laws,  which  again  intervenes,  and  ties  up  the  hands  of  this 
friend  to  rational  libeKy ;  unluckily,  **  he  cannot  convict  in  a 
court  of  justice  the  persons  concerned  in  this  design,  for  still, 
to  the  eternal  disgrace,  as  well  as  misfoKune  of  a  fi^ec  Govern- 
ment, ^*nothing  butfidl  and  legal  proofs  can  bring  such  dark 
conspirators  to  condign  punishment.**  Alas!  Alas! 

But,  though  tliis  memorable  conspiracy,  like  its  brother,  the 
famous  insurrection  in  England,  (which  has  now  blazed  with 
such  inextinguishable  fury  for  so  many  months,  and  no  man  can 
yet  tell  where,)  has  not  been  tlioroughly  defined,  or  digested, 
so  as  to  be  cairied  into  effect ;  yet,  tlie  authors  of  it  have  not 
been  idle.  Until  they  can  produce  tlieir  army  of  Sansculottes, 
which  is  lying,  like  Mr.  Bayes,  disguised,  in  Donnybrook,  they 
amuse  themselves  piddling  with  lesser  game.  They  have, 
tiiereforc,  merely  «*  pour  passer  le  temps,*'  totally  demolished 
all  cretlit,  public  or  private,  in  tlie  country.  In  the  montli  of 
August  last,  says  the  ingenious  and  veracious  author  of  this 
speech,  public  and  private  credit  were  at  the  highest,  public 
securities  above  par,  and,  in  November,  they  had  fallen  twenty 
per  cent  Private  credit  fell  so  low  that  no  man  could  obtain 
£  100,  though  specie  was  never  so  plenty  in  Ireland.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence,  ujion  oath,  before  the  Privy  Council,  that 
the  distress  of  tlie  manufacturers  was  owing  to  the  Naticmal 
Guard,  and  to  the  United  Irishmen.  Now  all  philoooph^M 
agree,  that  no  more  causes  are  to  he  admitted  in  any  hypol 
Vol.  I. — 64 
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Ihan  arc  tniiv  and  suBirictit  to  txplaiii  tlir  phenomenon.  I  Agnt 
witli  die  aiitliorof  the  s[n-4-cIi  in  tlie  fact,  but  I  differ,  totally, 
in  the  niudc  of  exfiluiniiig  it :  «nd  I  will  not  so  far  imitate  Iniu 
an  to  give  BK-toi-tion  for  proof,  anil  authority  for  ai^uineut,  Ibr 
1  will  siippoi-t  uliat  I  say  by  fart^  and  dates,  and,  to  do  no,  I 
must  go  a  little  fartlier  back  tlian  August  List. 

I'lie  Catholics  had.  Rime  time  before  that,  begun  tlic  eteclinns 
fur  their  cuitvention,  from  the  beginning  to  tfac  end  of  vtliicb 
neitlier  riot  tumnlt  nor  breach  of  tlie  peace  occurred,  t«  tli? 
great  rontriHtation  and  disappointment  of  their  enemies.  Thf 
assixe.'f  Hhi<  h  usually  begin  towanln  the  latlrr  end  of  July,  gate 
an  opportunity  to  soiue  di$!tinguisbed  characters  tlirougb  the 
country  to  niar^ilml  their  respective  grand  juries  in  battle  amiT. 
and  tJiey  did  so  to  some  purpose.  Fi'om  one  end  of  Ireland  to 
the  other,  nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  the  most  outrageous  and 
clanioi-ous  attacks  upon  the  Catholics,  and  tlieir  truly  respecta- 
ble chaii'man.  Some  cried  out  the  Papists  were  bringing  in  Hif 
French,  and  others  tliat  they  \\ere  bringing  in  the  Pretender; 
some  that  tJiey  vould  leave  us  in  absnlute  submission  to  the 
Pope,  antl  others  that  tliey  would  plunge  us  into  tlic  horrors  of 
a  wild  democracy  :  but  all  agreed,  uitli  a  noble  disregard  to 
pii>j>erty  and  existence,  which  I  know  not  how  sufficiently  to 
Hdniitv,  to  stake  tlieir  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  tlic  Kinft 
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case  they,  die  Catiwlics,  persisted  in  tlie  demand  of  thrir  just 
rights.  All  this  being  so,  is  it  wonderful  tliat  moneyed  men.  be- 
ing naturally  timid  and  anxluus,  and  seeing  thiTC  inillinna  of 
peremptory  Catholics  on  one  side  drami  up.  and.  on  the  other, 
HO  many  corporationa  and  grand  juries,  every  man  witli  bin  life 
and  fortune  in  his  hand,  and  ready  to  squander  both  with  the 
most  profligate  valor,  beaded  too,  by  such  great  and  respectable 
rharactcrs,  to  whose  robes  and  long  wigs  they  had  been  arcus- 
unned  to  look  with  reverence — in  it  wonderful,  I  say,  if  tlicy  be- 
gan to  be  somewhat  uneasy  and  unwilling  to  part  with  their 
money  so  fluently  as  fwmerly?  As  to  the  fall  of  public  credit, 
therclbre,  I  again  agree  with  tlie  writer  of  tliis  suppositious 
speech,  but  I  attribute  that  fall  to  tlir  intemperate  language  and 
foolish  bluster  (^  the  grand  juries  and  their  promiitors,  enemies 
to  Catholic  liberty,  and.  by  no  means,  to  tlic  National  Guards 
and  the  society  of  United  Irisiinien.  And  an  to  Ihe  evidence,  on 
oath,  which  the  aforesaid  writer  alleges  was  laid  before  the 
Pfivy  Council,  I  do  not,  in  tlie  least,  regard  it :  because,  in  tlie 
first  place,  I  have  no  great  respect  for  men  swcai-ing  to  what  is 
merely  matter  of  opinion ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  because  I.  or 
any  man  in  the  community,  is  as  good  a  judge,  in  a  case  of  tliis 
kind,  as  the  persons  so  sworn,  or  the  persons  who  procured  then 
to  swear. 

But  further,  the  National  Guards,  as  thry  were  railed,  did 
not  appear  until  Christmas,  (I  mean  the  two  or  tlirec  individuals 
who  did  ajipear  at  all.)  Tlic  stoppage  of  public  credit  is  stated 
by  the  autlior  of  this  speech  to  have  taken  place  in  November. 
Now,  though  I  think  moneyed  men  may  be  very  wise  men,ldo 
not  take  tiiem  to  be  abscduto  conjurers,  and,  consequently.  I  say 
it  is  much  more  reasonable  to  attribute  tlic  suspension  of  confi- 
dence to  the  furious  and  desperate  valw  held  forth  in  the  man- 
ifestoes of  the  grand  juries,  (one  of  which,  at  least,  I  could, 
from  internal  evidence,  trace  to  its  autlior,)  and  to  the  alarm 
which  such  foolish  and  violent  measures  created,  than  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  cwps  not  then  in  existence,  and  which  was  not 
even  thought  (^  till  two  months  aHerwards. 

But,  in  God's  name,  what  was  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of 
pablic  credit  in  England,  where  tlie  ruin  and  dertraction  has 
been  ten  times  as  extensive  as  here?  I  bcqie  the  National  Guards 
(Hd  not  send  over  a  detachment  to  seize  the  Bank  of  "'-g'tHj 
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nur  hftve  1  ret  heard  that  a  committee  of  United  Ii-Mlunen  ww 
dospiit^'iipd  to  fraternize  with  tlic  citizens  of  London,  in  send  the 
R«)  al  family  ta  Uic  Tower,  and  ci-catc  a  republic  upon  tlic  mo- 
del of  France.    Yet  1  declare  1  liave  seen  such  nioa>^trous  tuid 
iiicredihle  lies  swallowed  without  UKjuiry,  tliat  1  Hhotild  not  be 
suqjrized  il'  such  repoi-t*  were  firmly  helic\-ed.   T\iC  cant  of  Uie 
day  is  here  "  the  United  Irishmen  ;  in  Eugland,  the  Insurrec- 
tion." And  i  remember  I  saw  in  London,  l;ust  January,  with  a 
mixed  srnsatiun  of  sorrow  and  contempt,  thestrangc  infatuation 
of  tlie  people  there :  that  great  city  in  an  agony  of  fear  and  ter- 
ror of  they  knew  not  what,  until  at  last  tliey  w  ere  relieved  froia 
tlieir  anxiety  by  t)ie  jiro*  idcnt  rare  of  tJie  Minister,  who  sunk 
half  a  dozen  rum  puncheons  to  the  bunghole  opi>osite  the  Tower 
stairs,  and  ran  a  screen  of  slit  deal  along  tlic  itarapet,  heliiitd 
which  tliey  were  t*dd  tJie  King  and  Constitution  were  quite  Hafe 
from  tlie  attacks  of  the  French,  the  Devil,  and  Tom  Paine, 
and  they  believed  it,  and  were  satisfied. 

WitJi  us  it  was  not  much  better.    Half  a  dozen  men  appeared! 
last  Christmas  in  green  jackets.    Immediately  the  alarm  vitts 
given.   The  Gauls  were  in  the  capital.   All  parties  ran  to  op- 
pose tlie  common  enemy.    Government  and  Opjiosition  flew  into 
each  other's  anns :  they  su  ore  an  everlasting  friendship,  and 
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Do  you  ask,  Bays  one  MiniBter,  do  yoa  ask  us  to  reveal  tbe 
situation  of  the  country  to  tbe  enemy?  If  we  were  to  mmtion 
where,  it  might  have  the  most  ruinous  consequences.  It  ia  a  se- 
cret What,  says  another  Ministeri  do  you  ask  us  to  trll  what 
allthe  world  knows?  Can  any  manshut  his  eyes  upon  it?  It  is, 
alas!  but  too  notorious.  There  was  no  standing  such  authentic 
and  consistent  inftHTuation.  All  England  poured  in  with  tlieir 
lives  and  fortunes,  and  what  have  they  got?  A  war,  the  first 
year  of  which,  indeed  the  first  six  months,  has  produced  eovm 
hundred  bankruptcies,  and  the  probable  end  of  which  no  man 
can  foresee. 

In  Ireland,  the  cry  is,  "The  United  Irishmen,"  and  tlie  na- 
tion seems  very  wisely  determined  to  surrender  its  liber- 
ties to  spite  that  turbulent  society.  I  confess,  Itowever,  I,  for 
one,  cannot  see  the  wisd(Hn  of  such  a  procedure.  If  I  wciv  not 
a  United  Irishman,  I  tliink  I  would  ai^ue  with  myself  that 
though  they  -ven  fools  and  madmen,  that  was  no  manner  of 
reason  why  I  should  be  a  slave,  and  I  would  not  give  the  least 
countenance  to  an  arbitraiy  law  restraining  my  own  liberty, 
because  it  tiappened  to  affect  theirs  also.  However,  of  that  flio 
nation  is  itself  the  best  judge ;  and  it  lias  always  been  a  princi- 
ple of  mine,  that  if  a  people  choose  a  bad  Government  they  ought 
to  have  it,  for  I  acknowledge  no  foundation  of  empire,  hut  their 
cbtMce. 

I  cannot  help  delisting  myself  sometimes mith  the  brilliant 
prospects  which  lie  before  my  country  at  this  hour.  I  antici- 
pate tbe  faalcywi  days  of  rational  liberty,  wbcn  no  United 
Irishmen  shall  dare  to  siiow  his  bee  but  through  the  bars  of 
Newgate ;  when  the  peacelhl  slumbers  of  our  statesmen  shall  no 
more  be  broken  in  upon  by  the  rattling  of  volunteer  drums  ; 
when  the  people  shall  not  meet  in  tumultuous  assemblies,  or  at 
all,  under  color  of  petitioning ;  when  tlie  same  dcliglitful  unanim- 
ity which  has  produced  such  gloriouseffecta  in  this  session,  shall 
Ibrertr  pervade  our  Senate ;  when  no  man  shall  leani  the  use 
nt  arms  but  tbe  troi^is,  at^minted  conservators  of  tiie  liber^  of 
Ireland ;  when  the  friends  to  die  constitution,  liberty,  and  peace* 
baring  discharged  their-  functions  and  brought  hack  tiic  i 
mind,  arc  i-rtired  to  their  owu  place,  and  enjoy  in  silc 
faction  tiie  consummation  of  their  wiw  and  patrwtiDll 
when  no  clamorous  demagogue  disturbs  the  land  » '< 
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Hotio»s  of  ttliat  lircalU  liberty:  when  tlirncwiqiapcrHKrf  KUn^ 
hII.  save  Uiat  over  wliicli  you.  Mr.  Editor,  no  nortltily  pmidft 
when  {ii-nterbMl  by  a  force  of  36,000  nipji.  ever^  plHrrman  imI 
pcnsionci-  sits  under  his  own  vino  and  lilfi  own  figtivc,  and  takei 
his  Burgundy  in  ])carc.  Uappy  days!  Tlicsc  uUt,  indeed,  b^ 
gddtn  times  for  thaie  who  will  rnjoy  tliem. 

But,  to  be  scriouH.  I  am  vrry  murb  afraid  that  that  gital 
fltatesman  was  right,  who  said.  >•  wc  wri-e  a  projdo  cnsil;  rmn- 
ed  and  easily  appeanctL**  We  are,  indeed,  a|ipca!fcd  now  nilha 
vengeance.  Whether  wc  shall  ever  be  rauscd  again,  Ciodkmws. 
but,  in  tlie  mean  time,  wc  are  tied  pretty  foNt  w  illi  fmrrfamcal 
bonds.  I  uill  not,  however,  be  guilty  of  thn  abaminahtr  itin  nf 
despairing  of  my  country.  I  will  hope  that  the  gfniiui  of  the 
land  will  yet  rouse  like  the  strong  man,  and  snap  asunder 
tlic  fetters  with  which  the  I'hilistines  have  Iroirati  Itim  Id  Ii» 
Bleep.  For,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  though  Sampson  had  U* 
eyes  put  out  in  his  day,  and  was  also  bi-mtght  out  ofhiji  priflon 
into  tlie  House  of  Lords  to  make  them  sport,  yet  they  had  no 
great  reason  to  triumph  in  the  event ;  for  he  prayed  to  the  Lori 
and  bowed  himself  with  all  his  might,  and  tiicir  hotisr  fell  npnn 
the  Lords  and  slew  tliem,  with  all  that  weix*  therein,  tu  the  gmt 
loss  and  dismay  of  tlie  aristocracy  of  those  times. 

I  have  now  done.  Mr,  Editor.  There  is  a  great  \'ariety  of 
matter  in  otlier  parts  of  this  composition  which  1  might  ohwrvt 
npon,  had  I  not  determined  to  make  my  reply  porely  ilerensirr. 
I  know  not  what  may  be  tlie  issue  of  even  what  1  ha^'c  said, 
but.  whatever  it  he,  1  must,  perforce,  endure  it,  and  certainly  if 
any  man  in  power  haa  a  wisli  to  UTCak  his  vengeance  in  wea- 
rily, now  is  his  time,  when  tlie  jHiblic  spirit  is  ui  a  i^tatr  of  the 
most  aliject  and  rontemptiblc  prostration,  and  when  it  Lsacriinr 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  warrant  any  degree  of  pimishmnit 
that  tlie  person  accused  is  connected  witli  tiie  committer  oTthn 
Catholics,  or  a  fnend  to  the  citizens  of  Belfast,  or.  above  all,  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  United  Irishmen,  tliree  ctirumstaoccB 
which  1  have  tlie  fortune  to  unite  in  my  individual  per 
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SliaUment  of  Ike  light  in  ivhieh  the  late  act  for  the  partial  repeal 
o/  the  pMol  lawt,  is  amsidered  6y  the  Calholica  of  Ireland. 

In  the  statement  I  am  about  to  make,  I  would  be  understood 
to  give  merely  my  opinion  from  appearancefl,  as  they  strike  me; 
1  aiu  not  acquainted  witli  any  intcutions  of  the  Catholira,  froiD 
autlioiity ;  I  apeak  only  fi-oni  conjcrturc  as  to  tfaeir  future  eon- 
duct;  as  to  their  present  feelings,  I  collect  it  from  such  cwnmu- 
nication  as  I  occasionally  hold  with  members  of  their  body. 

The  Catliolics  consider  tlie  ]at«  advantages  which  they  ob- 
tained, as  so  much  extnrtrd  fi-om  tlic  necessities  of  Government, 
under  a  lucky  combination  of  circumstances  :  of  course  all  gra- 
titude is  out  of  tlic  question.  Knowing,  hoivever,  their  own 
internal  weakness,  tlicy  arc  exti-emely  anxious  and  ii-ritahlc  on 
the  least  apiiearancc  of  attack ;  and  certainly  tiie  line  of  con- 
duct which  has  been  uniformly  followed,  during  and  since  the 
passing  of  tlieir  bill,  docs  in  nowise  tend  to  lessen  their  Jcalou- 
^cs  and  their  fears. 

The  excluding  them  fh>m  tlic  freedom  of  this  city,  is,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  a  very  unwise  measui-c.  The  accession  of 
strcngtii  to  them,  if  they  succeeded,  would  be  nothing ;  but  their 
pride  is  wounded,  and*  still  more,  their  ajijirehensions  are  per- 
petuated, by  the  maintaining,  in  trifling  objects,  tlic  principle 
of  exclusion.  Tiicy  conclude  that  the  animosity  agMiuit  them  is 
as  violent  as  ever,  and  only  waits  for  a  convenient  O|iportunity 
to  break  out  in  perhaps  a  renewal  of  some  of  tlie  old  Popery 
la>^'s.  This  circumstance,  therefore,  is  one  cause  of  the  discon- 
tent which  I  know  exists  in  their  body. 

But  tlie  late  prosecutions  have  given  tliem,  as  they  consider, 
much  mure  serious  cause  for  alarm.  They  certainly,  and,  as  I 
believe  universally,  consider  them  as  a  part  <^  a  system,  the 
ultimate  object  uf  whicli  is  to  i-educe  tiiem  to  tlieir  former  con- 
dition, perhaps  to  a  worse  one.  They  look  on  tbem  aa  fUirira, 
lions  of  their  enemies,  wIk>  do  not  themselves  b 
of  tlie  evidence  adduced  to  suppori  them ;  and  tb 
diirrd  by  thrse  prosecutions  appears  to  me  to  be  g 
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What  they  say  is  tlus  :  In  order  to  prepare  the  way  here,  and 
more  Cfiperially  in  EiiglAiid.  Tor  reilucing  them  to  their  fonner 
slavery,  it  is  first  necessary  to  destroy  their  characters  as  duti- 
ful and  loyal  subjerts.  For  Uiis  purpose,  insurrections  have  been 

army  and  the  law  are  tlicn  let  loose  upon  them,  until  repeated 
executions  of  tlic  mere  rabble  have  established  the  fact,  and 
alarinrd,  in  some  degree,  tlic  property  of  the  kingdom.  It  in 
tlicn  said  tlic  rabble  could  never  act  on  a  system  if  they  were 
not  regulated  by  men  in  a  higher  sphere.    Discoveries  are  pre- 
tended to  be  made,  and  respectable  individuals,  especially  those 
who  liavc  formerly  been  active  in  supiHtrtiiig  the  late  General 
Ccmimittee,  are  seized  and  tlirown  into  jail  on  the  testimony  ot 

from  the  blundei-s  or  the  perjury  of  the  inferior  instruments; 
but,  if  they  had  succeeilcd,  the  next  step  would  have  been  to 
strike  at  tlie  principal  Catholics  of  Dublin,  and  tlu'n  it  would 
have  been  held  up  here  and  in  England  as  a  regulai-  chain  of 
conspii-acj- :  Bi-st,  tliat  the  mere  instruments  had  been  punished : 

tlic  couTitry.  and  at  last  tticy  had  made  out  the  prime  movers  of 
the  plot  in  tlie  capital.    Such  are  the  discoui-ses  1  have  latelv  n 
fhousand  times  hcai-d,   and  I  am  sure  they  have  made  a  very 
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Reasons  for  the  discontent  of  the  CatholieSf  on  the  late  act  for  the 

partial  repeal  of  the  penal  laws* 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  degree  of  favor  af- 
forded to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  by  tlie  Legislature,  in  flie 
present  session,  on  the  gracious  and  paternal  recommendation 
of  his  Majesty,  has  not  produced  a  greater  apparent  degree  of 
gratitude  on  tlieir  part ;  and  still  more,  that  any  thing  like  tu- 
mult or  disturbance  sliould  continue  to  exist  in  the  country.  A 
very  brief  and  plain  statement  will  at  once  explain  the  fact,  and 
exonerate  the  Catholics  from  the  charge  of  either  levity  or  in- 
gratitude. 

To  his  Miyesty,  for  his  goodness  and  affection  to  his  Catholic 
subjects,  and  more  particularly  for  his  last  most  gracious  inter- 
position in  their  behalf,  they  feel  the  most  lively  and  animated 
sensations  of  fateful  acknowledgment ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
with  the  deepest  regret  that  they  cannot  but  see  his  benign  wishes 
to  procure  the  cordial  union  of  all  his  subjects  in  support  of  an 
excellent  constitution,  in  a  great  degree  frustrated,  and  his  in- 
tended benevolence  to  his  loyal  subjects  rendered  void  by  the 
conduct  of  certain  personages  in  power  here,  whose  wish  seems 
to  be  to  perpetuate  disunion  among  his  people,  and  to  destroy  all 
sense  of  obligation  in  the  very  moment  of  conferring  a  favor. 
*  The  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  prepared  and  willing  to  allow 
for  every  degree  of  prejudice  and  opposition  to  Uieir  emancipa^ 
tion,  previous  to  his  Majesty's  gracious  recommendation  of  their 
state  to  the  wisdom  of  his  Parliament ;  but  after  that  signal 
proof  of  the  royal  wisdom,  clemency,  and  goodness,  it  was  with 
the  utmost  degree  of  anxiety  and  alarm  that  they  saw,  eariy  in 
the  late  session,  a  personage,  who,  from  his  elevated  station, 
must  be  presumed  to  carry  great  weight  and  influence  in  Ad- 
ministration, rise  in  his  place,  and  oppose  the  measure  of  in- 
tended relief  with  the  utmost  pertinacity  and  \irulence,  whih^ 
other  and  inferior  servants  of  Government,  held  languaipr 
inferior  in  violence  and  outrage.   It  was  matter  of  Itti 
terror  and  alarm  to  them,  when  a  secret  committee  wis 
Vol.  1—65 
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tuted.  and  it  was  industriously  hinted  about  that  discoveries  of 
fii-eat  criuiiiiation  were  exprctrd  to  be  made  against  certain  of 
the  most  active  racrabci-s  of  tlieir  body ;  and  though  those  per- 
sons were  so  conscious  of  their  innocence  as  to  offop,  to  a  great 
jiersonage  hero,  to  be  examined  in  tlie  most  public  and  solemn 
manner,  touching  any  matter  which  could  be  alleged  againrt 
them.  >et.  romparing  the  present  measui-e  with  the  general  dis- 
courses ami  known  views  of  those  who  set  it  on  foot,  tliey  could 
iiot  but  consider  it  as  levelled  at  tlicir  hopes  of  snccesa.    After 
some  time,  a  report  from  tliat  committee  was  published,  where- 
in, by  a  continued  series  of  misrepresentation  and  misstate- 
ment ;  by  suppression  of  dates  and  signatures :  by  separation  of 
concumng  Tarts,  and  juxtaposition  of  remote  ones,  an  impre^ 
sion  was  labored  to  be  matte  on  Uie  public  mind  of  what  was  too 
grossly  false  to  be  directly  asserted,  tliat  those  mcmbei-s  of  the 

tumults  in  cei-tain  parts  of  the  rounti-y.  and  had  actually  sent 
money  to  the  insurgents,  commonly  called  "Defenders."  And 
this  report  was  accom[ianied  » itli  a  promise  of  futui-e  discove- 
ries, which  ba^c  never  since  appcai-ed,  and  which,  it  is  pre- 
sumed,  wei-e  never  made,  but  which  wci-e  stated  to  be  of  a  na- 
ture so  groSiS,  tliat,  when  revealed,  they  would  appal  the  nation. 
^Thjyjnjoj^jn^jromise^li^a^^ 
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When  tin  bill  had  pnssed,  the  General  Committee  of  the 
Catholics  was  called  tt^ther;  they  expressed  their  gratitude 
in  the  warmest  manner  to  their  Sovereign  and  to  Parliament ; 
and  tticn,  having,  in  a  great  degree,  accomplished  tlic  object  <rf 
tfteir  delegation,  to  avoid  the  most  remote  appearance  of  disre- 
spect to  the  Legislature,  they  dissolved  their  body.  But  this  has 
not  saved  than;  for,  notwithstanding  tlieir  delegates  were 
honored  by  a  most  gracious  reception  from  Majesty  itself^  who, 
out  of  his  paternal  goodness,  was  pleased  to  admit  tiiem  to  his 
presence,  yet  a  bill  has  since  been  introduced,  and  carried  by 
the  same  influence  which  has  ever  been  found  so  hostile  to  the 
Catholics,  r^ecting.  by  direct  inference,  in  the  severest  man- 
ner, on  the  said  General  Committee,  as  an  unlawful  and  tumul- 
tuous assunbly ;  and  thereby,  in  a  certain  degree,  censuring 
the  conduct  of  our  most  excellent  Sovereign  himself.  This  biU, 
and  the  language  uniformly  held  by  the  mover  and  supiiorters 
thereof  during  its  progress,  the  Catholics  also  consider  as  a 
severe  and  uiyust  chai^  against  their  body,  and  as,  in  fad^  an 
efibrt  of  postiiumous  malice  against  their  late  General  Com- 
mittee, after  its  dissolution ;  all  which  has  and  does  only  tend 
to  lessen  the  value  of  any  benefit  conceded,  by  mingling  suspi- 
cion and  insult  in  the  very  moment  of  conferring  an  obligatimi. 

The  same  influence  of  which  the  Catholics  complain,  has 
been,  ever  since  tite  passing  of  the  bill,  exerted  to  prevent  their 
reaping  any  benefit  even  from  ttte  privileges  of  which,  by  law, 
Uicy  are  now  capable.  In  the  city  of  Dublin,  ^ere  tiiat  influ- 
ence is  omnipotent,  it  has  be4»i  exerted  to  iH<event  their  obtain- 
ing  their  freedom,  and,  as  if  to  mark  the  line  of  separation 
more  strongly,  in  tlie  very  moment  when  tlieir  applications 
wen  rejected,  the  right  wliich  was  withheld  from  tiiem,  was 
granted  as  a  matter  of  favor,  and  with  every  circumstance  of 
tlie  most  flattering  compliment,  to  one  of  the  most  scurrilous 
and  abusive  of  their  calumniators — a  circumstance  of  unneces- 
sary insult,  which  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  their  minds, 
and  whlch>  combined  with  others,  tliey  cannot  but  ti-are  up  to 
the  same  source. 

In  the  Universify  of  Dublin,  an  attempt  has  lately  been 
made,  by  the  same  personage,  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way 
o(  Catbtdics  obtaining  degrees,  wliich,  tliougb  defeated  by  one 
or  two  learned  members  of  tliat  body,  still  ronftrms  the  exist- 
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enre  «f  tliat  principle  of  exclusion  which  would,  if  carried  into 
rtfoct.  continue  the  Catliolics  uf  Irelawl,  what  no  good  subject 
hIioiiIcI  wish  lu  see  Uiem,   a  divided  i>cnide,  witli  a  separate 
tert-at. 

In  the  appointment  of  magistrates,  tlie  same  principle  was 
keit  up  at  first,  but  has  since,  in  a  rci*tain  degree,  been  forrf 

In  the  militia,  a  new  and  untried  measure,  which  certaii 
demandeil,  in  times  like  llic  present,  tlic  utmost  drgree  of  d< 
rwy  anil  ronriliation,  tlie  same  principle  has,  and,  ns  the  Ca- 
tholicH  cannot  but  think,  under  the  same  influence,  to  a  very 
great  dcgi-ee,  been  adoptiMl.  \'cry  few  Catholic  gentlemen,  such 
as  would  naturally  have  an  influence  among  their  own  (xxiplc, 
have  been  admitted  to  the  rank  of  oflicers,  which  is  the  more 
extraonlinary,  as  their  ranks  arc  filled  by  tlieir  members;  on 
the  contrary,  the  fears  of  an  ignorant  poputac«  being  excited, 
when,  in  some  counties,  they  broke  ont  into  a  tuinultuous  re- 
-  Hislanre  U>  the  law,  instead  of  explaining  the  nature  thci-eof  to 
tlic  unhappy  wi-etches,  tliey  were  subjcrtod  to  scvci-c  military- 
execution  :  an<l,  what  is  stili  raoiv  grievous,  advantage  haH 
been  taken  of  these  disturbances,  most  untrwly  and  maliciously 
to  insinuate  that  the  leading  Catholics  have  been  concerned  io 
fomenting  the  same;  whereas  the  truth  and  fact  Ls,  tliatthe  dis- 
turbances had  no  relation  whatever  to  any  Catholic  question, 
but  originated  solely  in  tlic  fears  of  the  pojiulace  of  being  tre- 
panned and  sent  for  soldiers  out  of  the  kingdom,  which  fears 
were  mucli  aggravated  from  seeing  scarcely  any  ofliccrs 
iminted  in  w  hum  tliey  had  trust  or  confidence. 

The-  CatholirJ^  tbci-croi-c,  seeing  the  language  held  by  men 
high  authority,  in  tlic  very  moment  of  concession ;  seeing 
line  studiously  drawn  between  them  and  their  Protestant  bre- 
thren, wherever  tlie  influence  of  which  they  so  much  complain 
can  at  all  opemte ;  seeing  themselves  continually  vilified  and 
abused,  by  the  most  false  anil  scandalous  imputations,  and 
knowing  well  tliat  the  first  steji  to  ixibhing  them  of  tlieir  lately 
recovei-ed  privileges,  will  be  to  render  them  suspected  by  their 
gracious  King,  and  odious  to  tlieir  fellow  subjects  of  otlier  per- 
suasions, cannot  but  fee)  tlic  most  deep  an<l  anxious  uneasiness 
at  wliat  api>ears,  to  tlieir  apprehension,  the  continuation  of  Uic 
old  s]iirit  of  {K'r'secution,  if  indeed  it  be  not  tlie  commencement 
iif  a  regular  system,  formed  to  reduce  tbcm  to  their  ancient 
state  of  depression  and  contempt. 
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Under  fhtea  drcumBtances,  fltey  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
cra^ftl  in  tfae  Bupport  tA  a  Government  so  mudi  the  object  of 
tfieir  fears,  and  vhich  is  controlled  by  an  influence  so  inimical 
to  them ;  and  they  regret  it  the  more,  because  it  fetters  their 
seal  to  testify  tbeir  warm  attachment  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns, 
whom,  above  all  his  predecessors,  they  are  bound  by  gratitude, 
as  vrell  as  duty,  to  reverence  and  love.  On  the  contrary,  were 
fitis  imperious  persecuting  spirit  abandoned,  tiie  feara  of  tiie 
pet^le  would  be  removed,  all  disturbances  tranquilized,  his 
Miyesty's  Government  meet  with  that  cordial  support  from  tlie 
Caflmlics  which  gratitude  prompts  tbem  to^  and  nothing  but 
tiie  cmidDct  they  have  of  late  experienced,  and  still  more  ap- 
prdtend,  could  suspend ;  and,  finally,  Ireland,  instead  of  re- 
quiring, as  she  does,  an  army  of  observation  of  thir^  thousand 
moi,  deducted  from  the  force  of  Ute  empire  in  a  perilous  time, 
would  be  able  and  willing  freely  to  concur  and  exert  her  whole 
strength  in  the  common  cause. 

In  a  time  of  war,  and  especially  <^  a  war  aa  tiie  principles  <tf 
the  present,  which  alternative  would  be  most  for  the  glory  of  his 
Miyesty  and  the  honor  and  advant^^  of  Great  Britain,  is  sub- 
mitted  to  those  who  are  fully  competent  to  judge. 

August  ZO,  1793- 
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On  tlie  201I1  Spptcmber,  1790,  1  wi-ote  the  following  letter, 
nith  tlir  iiiemoi'ial  enclosed,  to  the  Duke  ol'  Richniond. 


"  Mv  Lord  Dure  :  I  take  the  libei'ty  to  enclose,  for  your 
"  Grace's  pei-usal,  a  project,  tu  the  leiigtii  of  which  I  will  not 
'*  add  by  apologies  for  my  presumption.  I  conceive  it  may  prove 
'*  of  important  service  to  England,  and,  therefore,  it  has  a  cl^in 
"  to  your  attention.  It  wei-e  easy  tu  have  swelled  its  bulk,  by 
■'going  more  into  detail,  but  if  what  1  have  submitted,  shall 
"set  your  Grace  on  thinking,  tlicre-  arc  many  subordinate  ad- 
"  vantages  botli  in  tlie  means  and  end,  which  I  shall  have  llie 
"honor  to  explain.  The  brat  proof  that  1  am  myself  at  least 
"convinced  of  the  adviuilage  and  feuHiliility  of  tlie  scheme, 
"submitt)-*!  to  your  Grace's  perusal,  is,  that,  if  it  be  adopted, 
"  I  shall  hiij»c  to  he  allowed  to  bear  a  part  in  the  execution. 
■■  I  have  tJie  honor  tft  be, 

"THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE, 
"JVo.  5  Limgfnrd  tircet,  DtMin. 
"  To  hit  Orace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  ^c.  LimtUm." 
YoL.  I — 66 
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In  tliix  Irt(pp  wiw  nicloMCil  tlic  following  Mi-m»rial: 
Plan  nf  a  HcllUmnit  in  thf  Sandwich  Mandi- 

'I'lir-  vi)^ag«-fl  wliicli  \\w\v  liitlirHM  bii'ii  riindc  for  discovcrl 
ill  tlir  i'tu-iiic  Oci'tiii.  tlinugli  roiidurtMl  with  the  grratetit  ni 
ticiil  »ikill  ftiiJ  siirn-fw,  do  not  ajuioap  tu  havi-  been  iuHtitutnl 
innch  nn  mutivDis  uf  |Killtu-ti)  advantage,  as  rnini  a  ]ihilt»o]ili 
c'uriusity,  whieh.  though  wvy  laudable,  ought  pei-hagiA,  t 
in  Nurli  expediUuns.  but  a  M-rundai^  motive.  The  recent 
covn-jr  uf  the  Sandwich  lyles.  from  tlieir  aingidarly  fortui 
KJtiintion,  for  several  purposoH  hereaiVr  mrnlioncd,  has,  i 
linglh.  howevor,  ujiened  an  extrnNivr'  ]irosj)cct  of  public 

'I'he  Sandwich  IhIcs  lie  in  the  latitude  of  21°  30'  N.  and  in 
the  hingitude  uf  aluuit  200*  K. ;  Uie  cliniute  nearly  rrscmbling 
that  of  our  We^t  India  IntandN.  lying  undei-  tlic  sajne  parallel : 
the  miil,  in  general,  nncnminonly  fruitt'ul,  well  storked  with 
hugs  well  wateivd  and  wniKled,  tiud  adapted,  as  a]ipears  fi-om 
cxperiiucnt,  to  aonns  at  IruHt.  »f  tlie  in(M)c44  of  Eumpean  cul- 
tiiif ;  tlie  hiu'l)oi's  aiT  numerous  und  excellent,  the  natives  war- 
like and  bold,  and,  nntwittistanding  the  nnliappy  diffi-rence 
uliich  terminated  in  the  death  of  Cook,  ningulai-ly  attaclicd  to 
the  English,  llie  last  wonls  of  tlnit  gn>at  navigator,  arc, 
•  "  The  Sandwich  IhIch.  Rixn  their  xititation  and  prutlurtioDs, 
'•  bid  faiiTr  for  be<  iHning  an  object  of  coiisequence  in  tlic  sys- 
'*ten>  of  Eumiiean  navigation,  tlian  any  other  discovery  io 
••the  South  Sea."  llms  much  being  pi-emised,  flic  following 
coiiHiderationH  are  bunibly  snbmittt^: 

Finl.  In  tlio  firnt  plaiv.  in  every  war  willi  Spain,  since  th« 
dn)  H  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  excepting  the  single  instance  of  An- 
mn.  we  ap))ear  to  have  totally  o^-rriooked  her  South  Amerii 
pnwessions.  and  tliis  periiaps.  |iriiiripally  from  the  dilGcultyi 
maintmning,  in  Ik-hUIi  and  condition,  a  forrr  suflicient  for 
niatei-ial  annoyance  in  tlmse  sea-*.  The  wrakneiis  of  Spain 
Sonth  America,  apja-ars  abundantly.  fh>m  Iter  exU-ente  cmution 
in  excluding  titrangers  from  any  infimnadon,  but  still  more  fWtm 
the  uniform  success  of  every  paltry  pri  Tatter,  or  {lirate.  half; 
ed.  half maniml,  and  Imlfslar^nl,  in  tbHrv^u-inns 
Lima.  Panama.  Guayaijail,  Hayta.  Kc.  the  last  of  *hkh 
twice  taken  and  sarLed.  and  r8R<mmed  br  tmo  diNHmt 
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of  seventy  disorderly  seamen,  each  time  in  tlie  presence  of 
nearly  1,000  Si)aniards.  From  tiie  latitude  of  about  14"*  N.  to 
45**  S.  a  space  of  above  8,500  miles,  tlie  coast  of  America  is 
rich,  populous,  superstitious,  and  unwarlike ;  in  particular,  the 
wealth  collected  in  the  various  churches,  is  almost  beyond  cal- 
culation ;  and  from  tlie  cowanlice  of  tlic  natives,  and  the  im- 
possibility of  effectually  guarding  a  coast  of  such  extent,  a 
considerable  part  of  those  treasures  must  unavoidably  fall  a 
prey  to  the  first  bold  invader.  Now,  by  the  discovery  of  tlie 
Sandwich  Isles,  a  safe,  henlthy,  and  plentiful  station  is  pro- 
vided for  any  squadron  which  his  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
order  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  circumstance,  in  itself,  of  very 
great  importance,  which  yet,  it  is  presumed,  may,  by  tlie  mode 
hereafter  mentioned,  be  considerably  imj^ved. 

In  the  second  place,  which  is,  perliaps,  a  branch  of  the  for- 
mer, tlie  Sandwich  Isles  lie  almost  directly  in  tlie  track  of  the 
galleoas  fi*om  tlie  Philippine  Isles  to  America,  in  the  very  lati- 
tude of  the  first  cape  which  tliey  make,  a  ciiTumstance  too  ob- 
vious to  need  enforcement  or  explanation. 

TInrdly.  The  very  lucrative  trade  for  furs,  between  the  North 
Western  Coast  of  America  and  Cliina,  cannot  be  carried  on 
with  such  facility  and  success  from  any  other  station.  From 
the  Sandwich  Isles  to  Nootka  Sound,  is  a  month's  nm ;  from 
thence  to  China,  about  three,  and  a  lot  of  furs  purchased  in  tiie 
former  place  for  a  Aoz^n  glass  beads,  has  been  sold  at  the  latter 
for  je  120. 

Fourthly.  There  is  a  high  probability  that  every  profitable 
article  of  West  Indian  produce,  as  cotton,  indigo,  &c«  may  be 
successfully  cultivated;  the  climate  and  temperature  of  both 
countries  being  nearly  similar,  and  the  latitude  the  same.  Tlie 
sugar  cane,  we  know,  grows  there  indigenous,  with  a  strong 
degree  of  vegetation. 

With  these  great  advantages,  whetiier  viewed  in  a  commer- 
cial or  a  political  light,  it  is  apprehended  that  a  settlement  may 
be  formed  in  flib  Sandwich  Isles,  on  a  plan  somewhat  differing 
from,  and  witii  a  success  very  far  exceeding  that  of  any  colony 
hitherto  attempted,  and  this  at  an  expease,  perliaps,  littie  great- 
er than  that  of  a  cniising  voyage  for  a  few  ships  of  the  line  in 
the  channel. 
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It  is  proposed  tliat  500  men.  under  tlie  age  of  thirty,  be  se- 
ated fi'oin  tlic  diffei-ent  iDHiTiiitig  regiments,  (and  ten  tiiiies 
that  number  vould  voluntarily  enibai'k  in  such  a  plan :)  tliat 
they  l>c  chosen  of  such  trader  as  may  apjuar  most  necessai^  in 
an  infant  colony :  Uiat  the  corps  be  properly  officered,  and  tliat 
of  the  officers,  three  or  nioi-e  be  able  cnguie«>rB;  tliat  there  be 
sent  out  a  small  trfun  of  light  field -pieces,  kucIi  gai-i'ison  guas 
at  may  be  necessary,  and.  at  least  3.900  stand  of  sjiare  armtt ; 
that  they  be  landed  at  the  island  of  Woalioo,  as  being  Uie  niwit 
fruitful,  best  wooded  and  watei-ed,  nith  a  gcKtd  harbor;  (bat 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  be  obtained  from  tlie  nativrs 
by  purcha^-^c  for  the  erection  of  a  fort  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings, and,  if  j»s.sible,  for  tlic  raitiing  of  com,  vegetables,  ttc. 
for  the  use  of  tlie  garrison ;  that  tlie  pay  of  botli  officers  and 
soldiers  should,  being  most  for  their  advantage  be  sent  out 
princijially  in  necessaries;  by  which  means  tlie  greater  part 
of  the  money  would  be  circulated  in  England :  that  tlie  officer 
roiiiniandiug  the  expedition,  tibould  labor  mob-t  strenuously  to 
gain  the  friendship  of  the  natives,  ami.  in  process  of  titne, 
should  trj'  tlie  experiment  of  training  a  few  battalions,  like  our 
Seapoys  in  India:  that,  at  the  end  of  seven  years,  the  imldicrs 
should  be  allowed  tlieir  discharge,  witli  the  option  to  return  to 
England  or  stay  in  the  country  :  tliat.  to  such  as  chose  to  re- 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  583 

brave  native  troops,  if,  as  appeai-s  highly  probable,  they  should 
be  found  capable  of  order  and  discipline ;  a  force  which  might 
defy  tlie  power  of  Spain,  and,  tliough  inadequate  to  the  task 
of  permanent  conquest,  abundantly  sufficient  for  a  predatory 
and  iucursive  war.  A  few  hundred  of  tliese  taken  on  board, 
would  carry  alarm  and  devastation  along  the  coast  of  tlie  ene- 
my, of  which  they  ai*e  within  a  montli's  sure  sail,  enrich  them- 
selves and  so  their  countiy  by  plunder,  cut  the  very  sinews  of 
tiie  Spanish  commerce  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  thus  render 
a  service  to  England  very  much  more  than  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate for  the  expense  of  tlieir  first  establishment. 

It  may  be  objected  that  Spain  is  too  strong  in  South  America 
for  such  an  expedition  to  succeed.  To  this  can  be  opposed  the 
concurrent  testimonies  of  all  writers  of  voyages,  to  the  coward- 
ice and  ill  discipline  of  the  natives,  and  the  uniform  experience 
that  every  attack  which  has  Uiero  been  made,  liowever  feeble  and 
contemptible,  has  succeeded.  But,  g^ranting  that*  under  tlie  appre- 
hension of  such  an  attack,  the  Spaniards  were  to  send  and  keep 
a  force  in  those  seas  sufficient  to  render  such  a  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  war  impracticable,  still  tlie  consequences,  tliough  less 
lucrative  to  the  colonists,  would  be,  perhaps,  no  less  advantage- 
ous to  Oreat  Britain,  by  compelling  the  enemy  to  maintain  an 
enormous  force  by  sea  and  land,  for  the  ruinously  chargeable 
defence  of  a  coast  3,500  miles  long,  and  even  so,  their  trade 
must  still  be  severely  harassed  and  interrupted  by  a  few  light 
corsairs,  who  would  always  find  a  safe  and  healthy  station  at 
tiie  Sandwich  Lsles.  The  advantages  which  would  result  from 
a  division  of  the  naval  force  of  Spain,  it  is  unnecessary  to  sug- 
gest.  What  else  was  the  use  of  Uibraltar  in  tlie  last  war? 

To  the  plan  proposed,  tliere  occur  two  objections  ;  tlie  views 
of  Spain,  and  the  expense  attending  its  execution.  To  the  first, 
the  equipment  of  a  squadron  for  the  recovery  of  that  miserable 
rock,  Falkland's  Island,  loacted  with  every  disadvantage  of  in- 
fertility and  intemperature,  is  a  sufficient  answer.  If  a  timid, 
unpopular,  and  distracted  Administration  thought  a  port  near 
the  South  Seas  of  such  consequence  as  to  venture  almost  a  war, 
for  a  dubious  right  to  it,  much  more  may  the  nation  expect  now, 
with  a  firm  Government  supportcfl  by  the  people,  where  the 
question  of  right  is  incontestable,  and  the  convenience  superior 
beyond  all  comparison.   But  perhaps,  so  far  from  leading  to  a 


■ 


expedition  to  Botany  isay  witn  tne  codvich 
which,  it  18  presumedy  will  not  be  thoaght  t 
havcy  with  all  deference,  been  submitted. 

The  experiment  of  a  colony  purely  milita! 
been  tried  since  the  days  of  ancient  Rome, 
remote  as  the  one  now  proposed,  it  appears 
as  it  may  at  first  be  necessary  to  coerce  the 
their  own  future  good,  which  cannot  so  i 
other  plan.    In  a  word,  the  idea  is  to  const 
someiivhat  of  feudal  princi[des,  to  reward 
and  exertion  by  donative  lands,  to  train  tl 
to  arms  and  danger,  to  create  a  small  but 
of  soldiers,  where  every  man  should  have  a 
and  spirit  to  defend  it  to  temper  the  ferod 
the  arts  of  European  culture,  and  to  call  f 
where  for  a  century  it  has  slept,  the  invi 
old  bucaniers,  uncontaminated  by  their  disg 
in  peace,  or  their  still  more  infamous  barba 

This  letter  and  memorial  his  Grace  was 
ledge  the  receipt  of  as  follows: 

**  Septem 

^  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  o 
<<  Dublin,  enclosing  a  plan  for  a  settleme 
<<  Isles,  I  cannot  give  too  much  commendati 
^<and  compendious  manner  in  which  you  hi 
'' ject ;  but,  as  the  carrying  into  executicMi  ] 
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<< September  50/A,  1790. 

<<Mt  Lord  Duke  :   I  confess  I  was  not  prepared  for  the 
«liigii  honqr  \^'hich  yoiir  Grace  has  done  mc  in  noticing  my  ap- 
<<  plication  topyou  on  the  subject  of  a  settlement  at  tiic  Sandwich 
<<  Isles.   I  beg  leave  to  return  my  most  gi*ateful  thanks  for  a 
<«^  condescension  so  very  unexpected  and  unmerited  that  I  know 
<<  not  in  wliat  words  to  express  my  sense  of  your  goodness. 
<*  With  regard  to  tlie  plan  enclosed  in  my  former  letter,  your 
«*  Grace  will  see  tliat  1  have  rather  studied  how  little  I  could 
<<say  than  how  much,  that  I  might  not  unnecessarily  trespass 
»*on  the  time  which  your  Grace  owes  to  your  country.   I  am, 
^<  therefore^  tlic  more  flattered  to  find  that  such  a  mere  sketch 
«<  has,  in  any  degree,  attracted  your  Grace's  attention.   I  have^ 
<<  however,  thought  more  at  large,  and,  indeed,  gone  into  the 
^  minutia  of  the  business  in  a  variety  of  memorandums,  with 
<<  which,  unless  you  require  it,  I  shall  not  presume  to  trouble 
«<your  Grace.   It  is  unfortunate  for  me,  and  still  more  for  the 
^  nation,  (if  my  plan  be  what  your  Grace's  acceptance  of  it  makes 
**  me  forced  to  hope  it  is  likely  to  prove,  of  public  benefit,)  ttiat 
<<  tlie  arrangement  of  office  should  have  thrown  such  afiairs  out 
<*  of  your  Grace's  department   1  had,  in  tlie  hour  of  expectation, 
«<  flattered  myself  witli  the  hope  of  your  patronage,  if  my  plan 
<<  should  appear  to  merit  it  Since  1  cannot  be  so  happy  as  to  ob- 
<<  tain  it  immediately,  permit  me,  witli  deference  and  gratitude, 
**  to  accept  tlie  ofier  ^ich  your  Gi*ace  has  had  tlie  goodness  to 
<<  make,  of  laying  my  plan  before  Mr.  Grenville,  in  whatever 
«  manner  you  may  think  proper.  May  I  hope,  at  the  same  time, 
<<  that,  if  your  Grace  approves  what  I  have  presumed  to  offer,  you 
«<  ^ill  accompany  my  memorial  with  some  certificate  of  your  ap- 
<<  probation.    If  Mr.  Grenville  shall  think  proper,  I  sliall  have 
*<  the  honor  to  detail  more  fully  the  imiierfect  sketch  which  I  have 
<^  ventured  to  submit  to  your  Grace.   Whatever  may  be  the  event 
^  of  this  correspondence-,  I  shall  ever  retain  tlie  deepest  sense  of 
^  your  Grace's  condescension  to  so  obscure  and  humble  an  indi- 
<<  vidual  as  myself.    If  my  scheme  be  adopted,  and  I  have  the 
<<  good  fortune  to  obtain  the  summit  of  my  most  ardent  wishes^ 
<*  permission  to  bear  a  part  in  the  cxrciition  of  it,  I  trust  I  shall, 
'*  by  something  more  than  professions,  show  my  feeling  of  what 
<^thc  man  sliould  be  who  aspires  to  your  Grace'fl 
**  I  am,  mv  Lord  Duke,  &c.  kc.  T.  W»  K 
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Bj  till-  same  post,  I  wrote  Mr.  Gi-cnviilo,  as  foUon's: —  ] 

''Seftkmber  30(A,  179(K!| 
"  Sir  :  A  very  slioi-t  timr  sint^,  1  took  tlie  libcrtj'  to  trfliii 
•<  a  ptaii  for  »  military  PstabliHlimcnt  at  the  Sandwich  Isles  to  9 
•'  Duke  of  Richmond,  to  wliom  1  am  utterly  unknown. 
"  Gi-ace,  with  a  condescension  very  uncxjH'cted  by  me,  ans 
•*  ed  my  letter  immediately,  and  informed  me  ttiat  I  should  luM 
"  addressed  mj  self  to  you.    My  ignorance  of  tlie  etiquette  <if  a^ 
"flee  must  excuse  my  mistake,  which,  however,  hix  Grace  fe 
"  been  so  kind  as,  in  some  degi-ec,  to  rectify,  by  offering  tolj 
**thc  plan  before  yon,  which,  in  a  letter  by  tills  post,  1  have  t 
'•  quested  him  to  tlo.    You  will  perceive,   sir,   tliat  it  is  but 
"  sketch.   The  number  of  men.  the  time  of  senice,  in  short.  I 
'*  whole  arrangement,  is  but  for  an  example,  and  nmy  be  alter 
"  at  your  pleasure :  bnt  1  hoi»  and  tnist  timt  you  will  find  ij 
"  general  scoiw  of  it  worthy  of  your  attention.    I  have  tlioiig 
"  of  it  so  long,  and  with  such  inci-easing  ardor  for  it  executed 
"  that  I  should  doubt  my  own  Judgment  were  it  not.  in  a  i| 
•'  gree.  corrohoratetl  by  the  manner  in  wliich  die  Duke  of  Rid 
*'  mond  lias  receivc«l  my  proposal.    If  you  Should  tliink  the  p 
•<  woi'thy  of  your  notice.  I  shall  be  proud  to  go  more  ititodet 
M  either  by  letter  or  personally.    If  you  should  think  it  At  || 
<' adoption,  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  allowed  my  utmost  and  i 
«  earnest  wish,  pi^rinlssion  to  devote  myself  wholly  to  its  execu- 
'•  don.    It  is  a  proof  that  I  am,  at  least,  myself,  satisliefl  of  its 
"  merits:  when  I  am  ready  to  stake  my  whole  fHtnre  success  in 
« life,  as  I  would  my  life  itself  on  the  event.    His  Grace's  con- 
"descension  to  me  emboldens  mc  to  hope,  tliat  I  shall  meet  witli 
»eqnal  politeness  from  Mr.  Grenville;  Itlicrefore  take  tJie lib 
"  ^  to  subjoin  my  address. — I  am,  sir,  &c.  T.  W.  T." 

The  attention  of  Government  was  at  Ibis  time  a  good  dc| 
occupied  by  the  situation  of  France,  and  the  apprehension  of  « 
appi-oaching  niptjire  witli  Si»ain,  bo  tliat  it  was  above  Uip» 
weeks  before  I  received  the  following  answer: — 

"Wmitehau..  Oct.  S3,  1790.  J 

"  Sir:  I  am  dii-octed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Grcnville  to  infor 

"  you  that  lie  has  n-ceivcil  from  Uie  Duki^  of  Richmond  the  [ 

"  fur  a  military  establisluncnt  at  the  Sandwich  l^Ics,  which  y 
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"  transmitted  to  hia  Grace,  and  to  which  jmi  refer  in  jaar  let- 
"ter  of  the  28tli  September,  and  that  be  will  take  as  early  an 
"  ojqmrtuiiitf  of  considering  it  aa  is  in  bis  power,  consistently 
"  with  the  more  prcflaing  business  which  is  now  on  his  hands ; 
"and,  should  an;  steps  be  proposed  to  be  taken  in  consequence 
"tltereof,  you  will  hear  further  from  him  on  the  subject — I 
"am,  sir,  &r. 

"SCROPE  BERNARD." 

This  letter  I  looked  upon  as  a  civil  rejection  of  my  plan,  andde* 
termined  to  think  no  more  of  it  However,  on  further  consideration, 
I  made  one  more  effort  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  64th  foot,  to  whom 
I  had  communicated  all  my  proceedings  hitherto,  had  gone  to 
Belfast  to  join  his  regiment,  and  there  became  aa|uainted  with 
Mr.  Diggeo,  an  American  gentleman,  who  had,  during  the  war 
which  terminated  in  the  emancipation  of  his  country,  served 
Congress  in  various  official  situations.  He  was  a  man  who,  to  a 
most  ardent  zeal  for  liberty  and  a  universal  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare of  man,  joined  the  most  cool,  reflecting  head,  the  most  un- 
shaken  resolution,  a  genius  fertile  in  expedients,  and  a  most 
consummate  knowledge  of  c(Hnmerc8  and  politics.  To  Has  gen- 
tleman I  transmitted  the  correspondence  between  the  Ministers 
and  me,  and  he,  in  return,  supplied  me  with  a  variety  of  hints 
and  observations,  most  of  which  are  subjoined  in  tiie  Appendix. 
Russell  and  I  then  reviewed  our  stores  of  infixination,  and  found 
that  a  system  might  yet  be  wrought  out,  which  would,  as  we 
thought,  deserve  at  least,  whether  it  met  or  not,  the  attention  of 
Government  In  this  hope,  I  set  about  the  following  letter  to 
my  first  friend,  his  Gnu»  of  Richmond,  which  I  despatched 
ISth  November,  1790: 

"  Mt  Lord  Dvkb  :  I  have  been,  some  time  back,  honored 
•'  witii  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bernard,  by  order  of  Secretary  Gren- 
"  villc,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  plan  relative  to  the 
•*  Sandwich  Isles,  which  your  Grace  did  me  the  honor  to  hand 
"over  to  him,  and  promising  to  consider  it  as  soon  as  the 
"urgency  of  busineae  would  allow.  Since  that  time,  I  see  by 
"  the  papers,  that  we  are  likely  to  have  a  war  with  Spain,  a  cir- 
"  camstance  which,  in  some  degrees  forwards,  and,  in  some, 
"  retards  my  plan.  It  has,  however,  indnced  me  to  tmn  my 
Vol.  1— 6r 


**  invasion  anu  |uiuiucrf  w 
•<  ft  war.  I  hare  rinoe^  by  means  whidi  chano 
*'  me,  been  led  to  extend  my  views  to  tbe  vtt 
<<  her  empire  in  Sooth  Ammcftf  a  pngect  of  m 
^*  at  first,  perfaapBy  alittlo  to  stop  your  Graoe^  n 
•<you  will  find  not  altogether  so  chimerical 
'*  makes  it  appear.   Tour  Ghrace,  and  every  gi 
<•  will  allow,  that  we  owe  this  return  to  Spain, 
•<  strict  retaliation.   My  mginal  plan  remains 
«<  unaltered,  but  the  end  proposed,  differs  utteri; 
«*mcnt  of  Spain  in  South  America,  is  a  Go 
*^  most  grinding  oppression ;  of  consequence  m* 
»•  subjects,  I  mean  the  natives,  who  are  subjec 
<<the  insults,  and  contempt,  of  the  natives  of  i 
<*  last  hold  all  places  of  power  and  confidence, 
<'  several  ineffectual  efibrte  by  the  Mexicans  te 
<*your  Grace  must  be  much  better  informer 
«*  mention  one  or  t^o.    In  1761,  there  was  a  w 
*»  which  terminated  in  a  message  borne  by  th 
*•  berade,  from  tlie  heads  of  tlie  province,  to 
^^quisof  Lansdowne,  then  in  the  Ministry  of  J 
«*  a  large  territory  and  a  subsidy  of  j£400,0<H 
<*  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  ships  of  war,  i 
<<  foot,  which  were  further  to  be  supported  by  M 
«<  his  Lordship  thought  proper  to  refuse,  for  r 
^^  not  for  me  to  inquire  into.    If  he  was,  hoi 
^*  of  ill  example  to  our  own  colonies,  that  reaso 
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<*  Taking  for  proved  the  wish  of  the  Spanish  colonies  for 
«<  liberty  and  independence,  I  proceed  to   the  means.     My 
'<  original  plan  I  refer  to,  as  a  very  efficient  part    The  force 
<<  should  be  rapidly  increased  by  recruits  sent  in  every  ship ;  tlie 
<<  island  should  be  made  very  strong,  and  held  as  a  depot  for 
<<  great  quantities  of  warlike  stores ;  the  spirit  of  the  settle* 
<<  ment  should  be  rendered  as  much  as  possible  purely  military, 
<<  which  would  be  best  done  by  a  qualified  revival  of  the  feudal 
<<  system;  it  should  beeveropen  to  receiveall  discontented  spirits 
<<  from  South  America;  an  armament  from  thence  would  com- 
<^  mand  all  the  western  parts  of  the  continent,  Panama,  Lima, 
<<  and  Valdivia,  which  would  fall  at  once.  An  armament  from 
<<  Europe,  would  as  elTectually  secure  the  eastern  side,  for  how, 
<<  with  a  superiority  at  sea  on  the  side  of  England,  could  Spain 
**  pretend  to  maintain  her  power  ag^ainst  the  whole  body  of  her 
<<  colonists,  supported  openly  by  us,  and  secretly  as  they  would 
<<  be  by  the  United  States  of  America  ?  And  this  leads  me  to  a 
<<  very  material,  and,  indeed,  indispensable  part  of  my  plan.   I 
**  have  lately  been  enabled  to  open  a  correspondence  with  a  per- 
<<  son,  of  whom  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  say  more,  at 
^^  least  by  letter,  than  that,  from  situation  and  circumstances^ 
<<  he  is  of  the  very  highest  authority  in  American  matters.    His 
<<  words  in  a  letter  I  have  this  moment  received,  are,  <  the  peo- 
<<  pie  of  America  will  not,  on  any  account  be  brought  to  join 
<<  England  in  any  expedition  openly  against  Spain,  buttiiey 
«<  would  undoubtedly  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  joining 
*<her  and  other  nations  in  guarantying  tiie  independence  c^ 
<<  South  America,  after  any  effectual  progress  is  made  towards 
<<  a  revolution,  or  being  called  on  so  to  do.'  This  gentleman's 
*^  sentiments,  I  am  bound  to  lay  c^n  no  further ;  I  have  had  no 
**  communication  with  him,  other  than  by  letters,  but  from  these, 
<<  I  conclude  him  a  man  of  strong  sense  and  ardent  spirit;  and 
'<  from  his  situation,  I  at  least  believe  that  be  has  the  first  in- 
<<  formation.    Should  your  Grace  honor  me  by  signifying  your 
<<  pleasure,  I  can  find  him  out,  and  shall  of  course  be  furnished 
<<  with  materials  of  more  certainty,  and  at  greater  length,  per- 
^*  sonaDy,  than  I  can  by  letter;  I  have  already  collected  a  good 
**  deal  from  him,  and  as  far  as  my  limited  opportunities  allow 
<<  me  to  judge,  all  tiiat  he  has  f onushed  me  witfi,  bears  striking 
^fluuts  of  autfientic  informatioii,  collected  by  an  attepitimaiid 


<<  milting  to  your  Grace^  abould  you  become  a  p 
<^this  great  event. 

<<  The  present  season  in,  of  all  others^  tbe  befit 
<<  ly  putting  the  colonizing  part  of  the  system  in 
<<  men,  the  sliips,  the  stores,  are  all  provided.  I 
<Oiavc  a  war  with  Spain,  or  wo  shall  not;  if  w 
<<  immediatelv  attack  her  in  South  America.  ( 
<< plunder;  if  we  have  not,  we  lay  an  infallible 
<<  wilK  in  tlie  lajise  of  a  few  years,  blow  her  ei 
<*  air.  In  the  first  case.  England  ^ill  be  enriche 
**  mediate  spoils ;  in  tlie  last  more  slowly,  but  n 
<<  beneficially  and  honorably,  by  a  free  and  nm 
**  with  all  Soutli  America. 

<<  I  am  ashamed  so  long  to  occupy  your  Grac 
<<  have  labored  to  be  concise.  It  is  impossible  to 
<<  have  to  say  in  the  compass  of  a  letter;  aiMl  thoug 
<<  I  feel  that  I  must  appear  immeasurably  tedious 
<<  earnestly  desire  tlie  honor  of  a  conversation  wil 
*'  in  which  I  could  explain  my  ideas  better  than 
'^  at  tlie  same  time  tliat  I  could  not  justify  my  goi 
<'  on  the  mere  suggestion  of  my  own  wirii,  unsan 
<< encouragement  of  your  Grace's  approbation;  I 
<<  fore,  that  your  Grace  would  constrain  me  to  go^ 
<<your  pleasure,  on  receipt  of  which,  I  shall  att 
*^  what  information  I  have  already  collected,  aiM 
<<  which,  in  that  case,  I  should  take  a  short  tour  1 
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«<  of  perusing  them,  and  at  least  satisfy  you  that  I  have  not 
<<  lightly^  or  without  consideration,  taken  up  the  ideas  which  I 
i<  have  ventured  to  submit  to  your  Grace. 

<<  I  am,  my  Lord  Duke,  &c. 
"JV*T.  12,  1790.  «*T.  W.  TONE." 

To  this  his  Grace  was  pleased  to  send  me  the  following  an- 
swer: 

"  GrooDWooD,  Mvcmber  25tt,  1790. 

<<  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  offering  to 
come  to  London  to  explain  to  me  more  fully  the  plan  you  now 
have  for  making  a  settlement  at  the  Sandwich  Isles ;  but  I 
can  by  no  means  encourage  you  to  take  such  a  journey,  at 
least  on  my  account,  as  1  before  informed  you  that  the  sort  of 
business  you  have  in  view  belongs  to  the  Department  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  not 
to  mine  ;  and  although  1  feel  much  flattered  by  the  preference 
you  give  me,  in  addressing  your  letters  to  me  on  this  occasion, 
yet,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  what  belongs  to  other 
people,  1  must  decline  entering  any  further  on  Hak  subject,  and 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Grenville,  who,  no  doubt,  will  pay  to  your  plan 
all  the  attention  it  desen-es.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

«  RICHMOND.'' 

During  this  correspondence,  armaments  of  all  kinds  were 
going  forward  in  England,  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  earnest- 
ness ;  a  war  with  Spain  was  looked  on  as  inevitable,  when,  lo! 
a  thing  called  a  convention  was  struck  up  between  the  Ministers 
of  the  respective  powers,  and  they  proceeded  by  mutual  consent 
to  disarm.  This  bore  a  frosty  appearance  for  flie  warm  hopes 
of  my  friend  Russell,  Digges,  and  myself.  We  agreed,  how- 
ever, to  make  one  exertion  more  for  liberty  and  Mexico,  before 
we  finally  renounced  it ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  resolution, 
though  with  very  little  hope  of  success,  I  transmitted  the  follow- 
ing letter  and  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  had,  in 
in  tiie  interim,  been  created  Lord  Grenville : 

^  Mr  Lord  :  I  am  with  great  gratitude  to  acknowledge  your 
<<  Lordship*s  goodness,  in  noticing  a  letter  I  some  time  since 
^^  took  the  liberty  to  address  to  you,  on  the  subject  of  a  settle- 
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<<  dwelling  on  what  needs  but  to  be  mentionedy  1 
<<  beyond  all  computation,  resulting  to  England  fi 
^<  merce  mtli  South  America.  I  hare  barely  hinte 
<<  to  be  the  prevailing  sentiment  and  earnest 
<<  America*    But  tliough  I  have  been  brief*  kno' 
**  have  tlie  lionor  to  write,  it  was  not  so  much  fi 
<<  tcrials,  as  from  a  fear  of  trespassing  on  your  1 
<<I  have  collected  not  a  little  information  rd 
**  America,  with  which,  if  what  I  now  submit  si 
*<  Lordship*s  attention,  I  shall  immediately  attc 
<<  ally.    With  regard  to  so  much  of  my  preset 
<<  relates  to  the  Sandwich  Isles,  which  1  have  bi 
**  on,  having  already  and  at  lengtli  submitted  i1 
<<  ship,  suffer  me  to  say  but  this :  If  it  be,  as  I  h; 
<<  suggest,  ttie  policy  of  England  to  hold  out  a  | 
<*  port  to  the  South  Americans,  in  their  attempl 
^  ence,  such  a  settlement  will  be  a  powerful  ins 
<<  revolution.     If  we  look  forward  merely  to  a  fi 
<<  Spain,  such  a  settlement  will  enable  us  to  dist 
<<  try  to  the  uttermost,  by  harassing  her  commerc 
<<  ing  her  coasts  on  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  or,  if  a  1 
^*  norable  peace  be  our  object,  notliing  will  tend 
<<  to  secure  and  perpetuate  it  as  this  putting,  1 1 
<<  vision  on  Spain,  which  she  will  find  it  impos 
<«  For,  surely,  with  such  an  enemy,  and  so  posta 
<<  vital  and  vulnerable  parts,  she  never  will  veni 


H  #«•«•»  1 


1  «U-.ll A  1 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE.  035 


MEMORIAL. 

The  late  differences  with  Spain^  which  have  been  suspended 
by  the  convention,  funiish  a  very  ample  ground  for  speculation. 
If  it  apiiears  that  the  seeds  of  a  dispute  are  sowed  in  the  very 
moment  of  treaty,  and  that  they  must  break  forth  at  no  very 
remote  period,  it  is  for  tlie  wisdom  of  Government  to  look  close- 
ly into  the  situation  of  Spain,  and,  by  availing  themselves  of 
every  advantage  resulting  from  that  situation,  to  prepare  for  an 
event  that  must,  at  some  time^  unavoidably,  and  perhaps  very 
speedily  happen.  By  the  late  convention,  we  are  allowed  to 
circumnavigate  all  Soutii  America,  to  within  ten  leagues  of  the 
coast  We  are  also  allowed  to  erec:t  sheds  for  fishing,  and  every 
where  to  the  southward  of  the  southernmost  Spanish  settiement 
"l^liat  follows  ?  Will  the  merchants  of  England  allow  their  ships 
to  go  out  in  ballast  ?  Will  they,  after  crossing  the  Atiantic, 
stop  religiously  just  tiiirty  miles  short  of  tiie  richest  ready-mo- 
ney market  in  tiie  world  ?  Or,  if  they  are  so  scrupulous,  will  the 
South  Americans  send  out  no  sloop  or  wherries  to  meet  with  and 
unlade  them  P  And  will  not  a  fishing  shed  be  very  easily  con^'^ied 
into  a  weathcr-proc^  warehouse  ?  If  these  things  be  so,  in  five 
years  the  direct  trade  from  Spain  to  South  America  will  be  ru- 
ined ;  she  will  seize  on  our  vessels  at  the  risque  of  every  tiling ; 
for,  by  war,  she  can  lose  no  more  than,  in  peace,  we  shall  un- 
doubtedly deprive  her  of.  It  is,  therefore,  scarcely  possible,  that 
things  can  remain  long  on  their  present  footing.  Look,  then,  to 
tiie  situation  of  Spain  in  South  America.  There  has  been,  finr 
years,  a  strong  spirit  of  revolt  fermenting  in  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies, which  has  repeatedly  broken  out  into  acts  of  violence. 
The  pec^le  there  are  kept  in  the  most  abject  slavery  and 
ignorance.  They  are  loaded  with  an  unmercifid  tax,  the  King's 
quinta,  devouring  one-fifth  of  tiieir  property  at  every  transfer ; 
they  are  pillaged,  without  remorse,  by  needy  and  rapadons 
Governors,  who  equally  plunder  the  Ring  and  the  people.  In 
some  districts,  it  is  a  capital  oflbnce  to  read  any  but  religious 
books,  so  jealous  is  Spain  of  tiie  dissemination  of  knowledge. 
But  the  natural  feelings  of  man  cannot  be  sapgnmoim  Ite 
colonists  have  arisen,  though  hc^eless  of  ally  or  pnitactaiV*lK 
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I76I,  in  1774,  in  1785,  in  1789.  In  t!ic  first  iasurrcction,  vpry 
tempting  offers  were  made  to  England  by  the  colonists,  which 
wero  ivfusedf  pcrliaps.  tlmt  a  bail  example  might  not  be  shown 
tu  our  ovrn  cohmies.  That  reason  exists  no  longer.  In  the  last, 
the  people,  to  (he  number  of  8,000,  appeared  before  Mexico,  tiie 
capital,  and  actuaUy  got  possession  of  tlic  royal  magazine^ 
which,  b)  -tlic-by,  was  destitute  of  ai-ms.  AH  these  risingH  were 
suppressed,  not  by  tlie  po\t'er  of  Sjiain.  but  by  tlie  priests,  who 
are  onmijxitcnt  in  South  America.  It  Is  unnecessary  to  multi- 
ply arginnents,  to  pro\c  the  abhoiTcnce  and  abomination  in 
which  the  Government  of  Spain  Ls  hehl  by  her  colonies.  They 
have,  at  this  moment,  emissaries  in  Eui-ope,  and  on  their  way 
thither,  in  Nortli  America,  in  England,  in  tlie  very  court  of 
Sjiain.  watching  contingciicie-s,  and  kee)ting  their  eyes  steadily 
fixed  on  llie  great  object,  a  resolution.  w)iich  in  tlie  natural 
coui-se  of  tilings  must  liap])cn.  and  of  which,  whenever  it  itocs 
happen.  England,  if  she  attends  to  her  own  interest,  must  reap 
almost  the  whole  benefit.  If  it  be  taken  for  granted,  what  can 
ECiU'ccly  be  doubted,  tliat  ttie  Spaiilsli  colonists  would  rt^oicc  at 
an  opimrtunity  of  liberating  tticmsclves,  Ls  it  necessary  to  do 
more  than  mention  tlic  boundless  advantages  wldcli  would 
result  to  England  fi-om  an  unshackled  commerce  with  South 
America,  the  region  of  gold  and  silver,  populous,  lazy,  iusuri- 
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that  South  America  should  be  free,  it  is  the  duty  of  Administra- 
tion to  prepare  for  the  approaching  event 

The  object  proposed  is,  a  free  Republic  in  South  America^ 
with  her  liberty  guarantied  by  England  and  North  America^ 
and  a  fair  and  equitable  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  three 
nations,  which  would,  in  effect,  though  not  in  form,  exclude  the 
rest  of  tlie  world. 

With  regard  to  South  America,  enough  has  been  said.  With 
regai'd  to  North  America,  Congress,  and  perhaps  still  less  the 
President,  will  not  openly  appear  in  the  business,  because  they 
are  a  young  nation,  and  will  not  wish  to  violate  first  faiths.  But 
separate  states  and  individuals  would  embaric  in  the  very  outset ; 
and  the  moment  matters  are  advanced  so  far  that  a  body  of  Mexi- 
cans were  in  the  field,  who  should  call  on  their  northern  brethren 
for  assistance,  the  whole  nation  would,  in  their  public  capacity^ 
formally  join  in  an  alliance.  The  separate  states,  who  would^ 
witli  the  connivance  of  Congress,  first  embark,  would  be  the  most 
southerly,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  between 
whom  and  Mexico  there  is  at  this  hour  a  channel  of  communi- 
cation open,  as  Spain,  by  a  miserable  error  in  policy,  has  allow- 
ed several  of  her  young  colonists  to  go  for  ttieir  education  to 
Washington  College,  in  Maryland,  and  the  Romish  College,  in 
Philadelphia,  and  proper  care  is  taken  by  their  tutors  and  fel- 
low students  to  instil  the  boldest  principles  of  liberty  into  their 
minds,  and  show  them,  in  the  strongest  light,  the  blessings  of 
freedom,  and  the  degraded  state  of  their  country,  rendered  still 
more  striking  by  the  contrast  with  North  America. 

With  regard  to  England,  she  has  the  strongest  temptation 
that  interest  can  hold  out,  in  the  form  of  the  most  unlimited 
commerce  with  the  richest  and  idlest  nation  on  the  globe.  She 
has  the  plea  of  strict  retaliation  for  a  similar  attack  made  on  her 
by  Spain,  and  she  has  the  honor  and  the  satisfaction  of  being 
the  instrument,  chosen  by  Providence,  to  bring  light  and  li- 
berty to  millions  of  slaves,  to  induce  her  to  embark  in  the  pro- 
ject.  Surely  tliese  are  strong  motives.  It  remains  to  consider 
the  mode. 

All  that  can  be  done  in  the  present  state  of  afiairs  is  to  make 
preparation  for  future  events.  It  is  unnecessary  and  unwise  to 
do  any  tiling  so  direct  as  to  alarm  Spain,  but  much  may  be 
done  siiort  of  that    A  strong  military  settlement  may*  and,  if 
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the  priiiriplcft  in  tliin  inenidir  are  right,  nuglit  to  bo  imtnoiliiiti 
formed  at  8omc  nf  tbe  nrw  disco vri-ics.  the  Saiidwirli  IrIo^ 
the  Friendly  Isles,  or  Otahcitc.  but  tlic  first  pcrlia[iH  hest.  'I'lic 
Isliind  slmiild  be  n  ell  wrurcd  witli  a  sufficient  gan-ison,  suppose 
I.ooo  men,  and  weJI  supplied  with  great  quantities  of  warlikr- 
stores.  I'liis  garrison  sliotdd  be  silently  and  strongly  reinforced 
and  always  beld  A3  an  asylum  for  disrontenU'd  spii'its  fi-oin  the 
Sp»»is)i  colonicH.  The  natives  might  be.  witli  ease,  so  far  culti- 
vatetl  as  to  be  nf  material  use  in  case  of  any  military  opei-ations. 
'I'hc  soil  and  climate  are  so  excellent,  in  every  one  of  the  Islands 
mentioned,  that  little  diiRcuity.  if  any,  would  be  found  in  sub- 
stituting the  necessary  force  Tliey  should  be  sent  out,  not  as  a 
regiment  on  its  turn  nf  duty,  but  as  a  military  colony  of  volun- 
teers, selet^cd  from  tlie  line,  who  shouhl  be.  after  a  certain 
time,  entitled  to  their  disrliai^,  and  to  a  quantity  of  land,  sub- 
ject only  to  afeudal  tenure  of  service  on  the  Island  in  caseof  any 
emei'genry ;  and  there  should,  at  all  times,  be  kept  up  among 
tJiem,  as  far  as  could  be,  a  ati-ong  militai-y  principle,  that  prin- 
ciple which  has  held  the  rock  of  Malta  for  ages  against  the 
power  of  tbe  Turkish  empire.  If  tins  idea  be  adopted,  it 
1  ehwdd  be  done  speedily,  because  tlie  occasion  on  which  the 
'  fci-ce  [n-oposed  could  be  serviceahle,  is  probably  not  very  re- 
mote, and.  by  that  time,  tlic  setfjemnit  would  have  taken  such 
root  as  to  be  efficient  in  foi-wardingtlic  great  object.  Supposing 
a  few  years  elapsed,  and  a  diiference  arisen  betneen  England 
and  Spain,  on  flie  gi'ound  of  what  will  infallibly  occur,  illicit 
commerce  with  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America.  The 
natives  then  will  have  tanted  the  sweett  of  even  a  pailial  inter- 
course. By  mixing  some  vety  honest  politics  with  trade,  (lying 
I  al]e«t.s  of  information  on  tlie  topics  of  general  liberty  and  fre« 
'  rominerce  may  he  wrapped  up  in  every  bale  of  cloth,  and  so  be 
I  disseminated  through  the  continent.  The  first  of  our  ships  ttiat 
ifl  seized,  as  seized  they  certainly  will  be,  unless  Spain  is  titlally 
besotted,  gives  tlic  signal  for  war  « ith  Sjuun,  and  freedom  toSoutk 
America.  A  force  fnnn  North  America  willsix-eilily  appear 
tJie  borders  of  Mcsiciv  from  England  on  tiie  EasteiTi  Ci 
from  tbe  Suidwich  Isles  ujion  the  Western,  bringing  supplll 
of  ammunition  and  stores  and  officers  to  tlie  already  pre] 
Spanish  colonists.  The  flash  r)f  liberty  will  run  along  tin 
clwuw  like  the  electric  fire,  IVom  man  to  man,  and  tmm 
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yioce  to  province:  the  empire  of  Spain^  in  South  America,  tot^ 
tering  and  feeble,  as  at  tliis  moment  it  is,  will  tumble  into  ru- 
ins at  tlie  first  stroke ;  with  her  colonies,  her  power,  and  con- 
sequence in  Europe,  fail  for  ever,  for  she  has  no  internal 
strength.  To  England  she  will  be  a  harmless  foe ;  to  France  an 
ineffectual  ally,  and  the  family  compact  is  gone  forever. 


In  process  of  time  I  was  honored  witli  tlie  fdlowing  letter 
from  Lord  Grcnvillc,  wliich  closes  our  correspondence: 

♦^Whitbhaix,  Decemhtr  17 f  1790. 

•<  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  with  its  enclo- 

<  sure,  and  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  suggestions  which  they 

<  contain.    It  does  not  appear  to  me  tiiat,  under  the  circum- 

<  stances  now  existing,  it  would  be  at  all  desirable  that  you 

<  should  give  yourself  the  trouble  of  coming  over  to  this  King- 

<  dom  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  further  communications 
^  on  the  subject,  although  I  feel  that,  under  different  circum- 

<  stances,  many  of  the  considerations  mentioned  by  you  would 

<  be  highly  deserving  of  attention. 

<<  I  am,  Sir,  &c 

^^  GRENVILLE.'' 

Of  this  letter  I  shall  say  no  more  than  that  I  was  very  little 
pleased  with  it  Nevertheless,  as  I  am  a  party,  I  cannot  be  a 
fair  judge.  Hitherto  I  have  abstained  from  observations,  and  I 
shall  now  preserve  the  same  moderation.  It  appears  that  Mex- 
ico must  owe  her  liberty  to  the  exertions  of  more  fortunate  men 
than  I  or  my  friend  Russell.  Nevertheless,  I  shall  presen-e 
this  book,  for  I  think  it  curious,  and  it  may  in  a  few  years  be 
more  so,  if  the  principles  laid  down,  and  flie  conjectures  made  in 
it,  be  verified,  as  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  the  nature  I  share 
in,  much  more  tiian  my  private  gratification,  they  may  be  by 
the  (act 

I  could  fill  the  remainder  of  this  book  very  pleasantly  to  my 
own  feelings,  by  philippics  against  Masters  of  the  Ordnance, 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  Ministers  of  all  descriptions,  but  I  will 
not — I  will  go  on  quietly  with  my  Appendix,  in  which  will  ap- 
pear the  germ  of  my  unfortunate  plan,  which  is  now  deceased, 
and  peace  to  its  ashes. 


natives  of  Owhyhee,"  p.  88*  Ship. timber  fbn 
ters,  p.  50.  **Tfnt  Sandwidi  Ides,  fkiHn  f 
productionsy  bid  ftmr  for  becoming  an  obje 
in  the  system  of  European  navigation  than  ai 
in  the  S.  Seas»"  p.  103.  Owhyhee  28  league 
300  miles  round,  p.  102.   N.  E.  partof  Apooi 
the  acclivity  of  the  inland  parts  gradual ;  the 
vered  with  cocoa  and  bread-fruit  trees ;  the  i 
clothed  with  fine  verdure,  and  thinly  inhat 
Coast  of  Woahoo  to  the  N.  is  formed  of  det 
perpendicular  from  the  sea,  with  ragged  and 
tiie  sides  covered  with  wood,  and  the  valleys 
fertile  and  well  cultivated  appearance.  To  tt 
bay,  bounded  by  a  low  point  of  land  to  the  S. 
vered  with  cocoa  nut  trees,  and  off  i^  a  big 
about  a  mile  from  the  shore.    Between  the  I 
i^iparently  good  roads,  soundings  from  £0  to 
a  fine  river  running  through  a  deep  valley,  th< 
tivated,  and  full  of  villages,  the  face  of  the  cow 
beautiful  and  picturesque,  p.  115.    Woahoo  tli 
the  whole  g^upe ;  nothing  can  exceed  the  ver 
the  variety  of  wood  and  lawns,  and  rich  culti 
over  the  face  of  the  country.  The  climate  diffi! 
of  tlie  West  India  Islands  in  the  same  latitude 
temperate;  thermometer  about   80;  no  liur 
Provisions  in  great  plenty  in  Owhyhee ;  60  p 
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and  fit  for  hay ;  soil  a  reddish  hrown,  stiflT  and  clayey  in  the 
higher  grounds;  fruitful  of  potatoes,  which  run  to  10,  12,  and 
14  lbs.  weight;  weather  variable;  heat  moderate;  meat  and 
fish  keep  well  when  salted;  vegetables  principally  potatoes, 
taro,  and  plantain ;  abundance  of  hogs,  dogs,  and  fish.  At  Ow- 
hyhee,  plenty  of  cocoa,  bread-fruit,  and  sugar-cane. 


7^  following  HifUs  and  Jlemorandums  were  communicated  to 
me  by  Mr.  Digges,  an  Amaicany  of  whom  I  have  atreadi/ 
had  occasion  to  speak. 

There  have  been  several  inefi*ectnal  attempts  made  by  tbe 
Mexicans  to  revolt  from  Spain,  but  I  have  heard  <rf  none  in  the 
Peruvian  quarter ;  yet  this  last  strikes  me  as  the  most  eligible 
situation  for  such  an  attempt^  because  there  isalarg^erportionof 
the  people  native  descendants  of  America,  who  keq)  up  a  jeal- 
ousy for  their  old  blood  and  color.  The  priests  too  are  not  so 
mmierous  nor  richly  stationed  as  in  Mexico,  where  they  have  a 
vast  power  over  die  people;  and,  above  all,  there  is  a  great  part 
of  Peru,  particularly  about  Chili,  and  near  the  island  of  Chilod 
thathas  never  been  conquered  by  Spain,  and  tlie  natives  hold 
them  in  dislike  and  defiance.  I  have  been  told  tiiis  by  two  Span- 
ish friars,  who  passed  with  difllcuHy  from  Mexico  to  Congress 
on  a  secret  mission  for  revolution,  and  came  to  me  during  my 
agency  for  America  in  London,  in  1779  or  '80,  as  well  as  by 
an  old  Jesuit  by  the  name  of  Faulkner,  an  Englishman,  who 
lived  lately  at  Worcester,  and  spent  twenty  years  of  his  life 
near  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  and  Peru,  as  well  as  by  some  of  my 
countrymen  who  have  found  their  way  to  Mexico  from  New 
Orieans  and  Kentucky. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  predatory  expedition,  for  tiie 
sake  of  plunder  or  territory,  will  do  good.  The  churches  must 
be  held  inviolable  from  insult,  and  the  priests  offered  every 
thing.  Indeed  the  priests  should  be  the  first  objects  to  get  at. 
Through  them  it  may  be  easily  communicated  to  tiie  people  that 
flie  expedition  is  not  meant  for  conquest  or  plunder,  nor  to  de- 
pnve  any  one  of  his  property,  but  merely  to  shake  off  tiie  Span^* 
ish  yidie,  and  make  the  people  their  own  masterB* 
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to  Congress,  and  actually  produced  a  plan  for  the  emancipation 
of  New  Spain.  Congress  had  tlicn  formed  offensive  and  defen- 
siTe  alliance  with  tlie  Court  of  Madrid,  and  could  not  violate 
first  faith.  Indeed,  to  this  day,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  getthat 
body,  and  more  particularly  the  President,  to  engage  in  any 
^  act  of  hostility  against  Spain ;  but  the  states  individually,  and 
particularly  those  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia* would  secretly  give  help,  and  numbers  of  gentlcmea  are 
ripe  and  ready  to  assist  their  soutliem  brethren.  Two  of  the 
above  Mars,  with  a  certain  Padre  Hercs  Mendoz,  who  was  taken 
about  the  same  time  in  a  ship  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  was  often 
with  the  Ministry,  and  was  to  have  gone  out  in  Governor  John- 
flon's  squadron  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  were  frequently  with  me, 
the  two  former  bringing  introductions  to  me  from  some  leading 
men  in  Maryland,  and  were  very  positive  that  the  slightest  aid 
in  ships  and  troops  would  bring  vast  numbers  to  the  standard 
of  freedom,  in  any  part  of  New  Spain.  They  had  a  worse 
opinion  of  the  Peruvian  districts  of  South  America,  but  their 
arguments  never  convinced  me,  for  tlie  people  there  being  less 
under  the  yoke,  may  surely  be  easiest  brought  to  revolt 

At  that  time  two  young  Mexiciins  remained  in  Maryland, 
which  is  tlie  most  Catliolic  of  the  states,  and  went  back  since 
the  peace.  The  consequence  of  tliis  communication  has  been, 
that  we  have  now  four  or  five  students  at  tiie  college  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  Washington  College,  Mainland,  from  Lima,  Mex- 
ico, and  Santa  Fe.  This  intercourse  will,  in  the  end,  I  am 
persuaded,  lead  to  the  completion  of  a  most  ardent  and  general 
wish  tliroughout  United  America,  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  Spanish  America.  I  know  tliere  are  plans  and  emissaries 
now  in  North  America,  in  England,  and  in  Old  Spain*  for  even 
near  the  throne  there  are  Spanish  nobles  who  wish  for  it,  trj'- 
ing  to  fix  correspondences,  and  to  got  aid  for  tlie  revolt.  It  may 
take  years  to  accomplish  it  in  this  uphill  way ;  but  it  surely 
would  be  accelerated  by  England  now  beginning  hostilities  with 
Spain,  and  despatching  some  small  force  of  sliips  and  men  to 
act  on  either  side  of  Mexico. 

If,  without  warfare  with  tlie  natives,  England  could  make  a 
military  settlement  in  the  Sandwich  Isles,  tlie  temperature  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean  would  admit  of  easy  excursions  into  tlie  coast 
of  Mexico,  and  those  places  near  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  Panama, 
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Af^  At  this  Iitst  plane  tlic  Spaiu:ii-<ls  arc  generally  sti-ongpst  in« 
ntilil'try  and  weiikcst  in  K)ii[i8.  Acapulcn,  in  Mexico,  Ls  JH-tter 
guanletl  uifh  ships,  as  tlie  Manilla  and  Philippine  riches  flow 
more  into  Spain  tiirough  this  than  any  other  part  of  South  Ame- 
lica.  I  fear  England  will  ne*  cr  giyc  up  her  heretofore  ronstant 
'  p^ctice  of  warring  for  ilominion  and  plunder.  How  tew  wai-a 
has  that  country  been  engaged  in  for  liberty  or  for  fi'eedom ! 

The  subjects  of  Spain  in  Mexiro.  oi-  those  we  may  call  royal- 
ifrts,  are  very  few,  but  hold  the  whole  weightofirawer.  Bycvery 
account  that  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  they  do  not  form  near 
the  projmrtion  to  the  other  inliabitanta.  that  our  Nortli  Ameri- 
can royalistn  did  at  the  period  of  our  revolt.  One  line  of  battle 
ship  soii  a  few  frigates,  with  3,000  Holdiei-s,  would  insure  the 
eniTcnder  of  Lima  or  Valdivia,  but  they  could  never  be  held 
without  aid,  and  a  good  undcr^itanding  with  the  people,  Tho 
going  there,  or  to  any  more  insignificant  port  in  Mexico,  for  tlio 
pMi-pose  of  conrjuest  or  plunder,  would  certainly  fail  of  siircess. 
Get  a  station  in  any  spot,  and  make  known  that  youi'  intention 
is  to  ftve  the  country,  and  not  injure  tlio  people  in  their  righlSp.^ 
and  it  will  insure  a  revohition. 
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Mtnibtn  of  the  PoUOcal  Clvb  farmed  in  Dublifh  1790,  rohich 

preceded  that  of  the  United  Irishmen. 

John  Stacks  Fellow  of  Trinity  Collef;e ;  Wm.  Johnson,  law- 
yer ;  Whitley  Stokes,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College ;  T.  W. 
Tone,  T.  Russell,  Mr.  Bailie,  Mr.  Hutchhis,  Peter  Burrowes, 
Joseph  Pollock,  Dr.  Wm.  Drennan,  T.  A.  Emmett,  &c.  &c 


ESSAYS,  &c. 

Introduction,  by  Wm.  Johnson. 

On  Planting,  by  J.  Stack. 

On  Lotteries,  by  same. 

On  the  necessity  of  an  independent  spirit  in  the  people,  by  same. 

Remedy  for  tliePoor,  by  associations  to  employ  them,  by  same. 

•On  the  English  connection,  by  T.  W.  Tone. 

•On  the  state  of  Ireland  in  1720,  by  same. 

•On  the  state  of  Ireland  in  1790,  by  same. 

On  Sail  Cloth,  by  same. 

On  the  state  of  the  Army,  by  same. 

Defence  of  Government,  by  Whitley  Stokes. 

Conduct  of  Opposition  in  ^e  Whiskey  bill — Sir  La.  Parsons. 

13  Essays,  23d  Feb.  1791— Tom.  RusselL 

•Poem  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  1791 — Sir  Laurence  Parsons. 

On  the  want  of  a  law  of  opinion — ^Wm.  Johnson. 

On  the  e3cpen8e  and  dissipation  of  Ireland— J.  Stack. 

•On  the  necessity  of  domestic  union — ^T.  W.  Tone. 

K.  B.  Of  Ibete  ettayt  I  have  found  the  roagfa  dnfti  of  the  fbOowing*  in 
manuscript,  and  taken  the  liberty  to  fepobliah  amongst  them  the  beautilhl 
poem  of  Sir  Laurence  Parsons. 


I.  EssAT— JuKS  29,  1790— Th.  Woub  Ton* 
ON  THE  ENGLISH  CONNECTION. 


2b  every  Landlord,  Merchant  and  Mam^acturer 

I  purpose  to  inquire  intoaquestimof  the  highest  import  to 
your  honor  and  your  interest  There  is  not  a  manof  you  but  b 
concerned,  and,  tiberefcn^  I  demand  your  most  serious  atten- 
tion, imiying,  only  that  what  I  shall  lay  before  you  be  read 
with  the  same  zeal  and  spirit  with  which  it  is  written. 
Vol.  1—69 


Tying  all  hypothesis  and  calcalatioiiy  an  empire,  ai 
or  t^t>  parts,  co-equal  and  co-ordinate,  with  such  i 
attributes  as  nothing  less  than  a  revolution  can  sef 
terminc.  Berore  I  proceed  to  state  my  reasons 
satiHfie<K  it  may  bo  advisable  to  take  a  very  short 
present  state  of  tliis  country,  ^iiich  apiicars  to  me 
age  or  histor}'  can  be  paralleled.  A  mighty  kingdo 
bv  two  or  thi'ee  obscure  individuals  of  anotlier  coun 
ims,  and  witli  views  totally  foreign  to  her  interest 
tliis  subjection  by  no  other  medium,  that  I  candisa 
mere  force  of  opinion  and  acquiescence  of  custom, 
behold  witli  amazement  a  phenomenon  which  moci 
tion,  to  that  extreme  degive  tliat  nothing  short  of 
of  my  senses  could  convince  me  of  its  existence. 

Antecedent  to  tliis  date  (1782)  the  power  of  6re 
Ireland  was  so  well  established  by  lan's  of  lier  O' 
fleets  of  her  own  building,  and  armies  of  her  own 
it  was  of  ver>'  little  moment  what  were  tlie  opinions 
on  any  public  question.  Our  woollen  manufactun 
ished  by  a  single  vote  of  the  English  Commons,  th- 
jurisdiction  torn  fi'om  us  by  a  resolution  of  the  En 
and,  in  a  woi*tU  insult  was  heaped  on  ii\jury  and  * 
long  a  series  of  years,  that  we  were  sunk  to  the  sub 
an  English  county,  without  tlie  profits  of  English  c 
tiie  pi-otection  of  English  liberty.  We  had  ceased 
that  we  were  a  nation,  or  that  we  bad  a  naraey  Hi 
of  American  liberty  burst  asunder  a  sleep,  that  seen 
her  of  death ;  tlie  nation  started  fortlu  and,  by  oi 
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could  no  longer  be  withheld,  and  her  imperial  crown  restored 
from  the  felonious  custody  of  arbitrary  and  jealous  domination. 

If  Ireland,  therefore,  acquiesced,  without  a  murmur,  in  all 
wars  antecedent  to  this  period,  no  argument  can  be  drawn  from 
her  acquiescence  wliich  \^ill  not  justify  burning  tlie  almost  in- 
spired volume  of  Molyneux  by  tlie  hands  of  an  English  hang- 
man. She  submitted^  because  she  could  not  resist,  not  because 
she  did  not  see  that  her  interest  was  sacrificed,  even  by  her  own 
hand.  Precedent  cannot  weigh  in  an  inquiry  like  the  present 
llie  precedent  of  tyrant  and  slave  will  not  bind  free,  equal  and 
equal.  We  were,  before  1782,  bound  to  support  the  wars  of 
Great  Britain,  and  we  were  also  bound  to  submit  to  her  capri- 
cious and  interested  misrule ;  we  were  bound  by  Poyning's  act 
we  were  bound  by  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  we  were  bound  by  a 
legion  of  laws,  not  enacted  by  our  o^n  legislature,  or  shadow  of 
legislature ;  and  what  bound  us?  Hard  necessity,  tlie  arrogance 
of  saucy  wealth,  and  tlie  wantonness  of  intoxicated  power,  dealing 
out  buffets  and  stripes,  to  abject  submission  and  slavish  fear. 
Be  ye  not  then  the  dupes  of  precedent,  nor  think  that  long  pre- 
scription can  sanctify  what  the  voice  of  Grod  and  nature  cries 
aloud  in  your  bosoms  is  unholy  and  uiy  ust  If  ye  admit  such  an 
argument,  then  were  the  struggtes  of  every  man  of  you,  guided 
as  they  were  by  the  prime  spirits  of  the  land,  rebellious  innova- 
tions on  justice  and  on  law  ;  tlie  cliarter  of  your  liberties  is  pa- 
per ;  and  England,  when  she  has  crushed,  with  your  aid,  her 
present  foes,  is  warranted,  by  your  own  admission,  to  turn  her 
fleets  and  her  armies  loose  against  tlie  nation,  and  reseizcthe 
rights  which,  in  the  moment  of  her  temporary  w  eakness,  you 
took  a  base  advantage  to  extort 

I  trust  you  will  not  admit  an  argument  for  your  interference^ 
so  obviously  pregnant  with  consequences  fatal  to  your  freedom. 
The  precedent  of  Ireland  subjugated,  with  crippled  force  and 
broken  spirit,  poor  and  di\ided,  must  not  be  held  up  as  the  rule 
of  conduct  to  Ireland  restored  to  her  rights,  glowing  with  the 
ardency  of  youtli  and  the  vigw  of  renovated  constitution,  and  of 
infinitely  greater  extent  and  internal  resources  than  Denmark, 
or  Sweden,  or  Pcnrtugaly  or  Sardinia,  w  Nicies,  all  sovereign 
states. 

You  all  remember  the  day  of  your  slavey  and  oppression  and 
insignificance.  Have  you  considered  what  you  are  now?  Does 
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your  present  siluAlJon  ever  occur,  even  In  jour  ilrr^tins?  an  ex- 
isting miracle,  whicli  givra  tlie  lie  to  nil  political  cxjicrietice. 
A  rising  and  puucrful  liingiloin,  i*irh  in  all  thr  giAs  of  nnture, 
a  Boil  fertile,  a  sky  tempei'iil*,  int^-rscctwl  lij'  many  greatrivers, 
pregnant  v  itii  mines  of  c\  ei-y  useful  metal  antl  mineral,  incieiited 
by  the  noblest  barboiTi.  inhabited  by  four  millions  of  un  ingeni- 
ous, H  bolt)  ami  gallant  people,  yet  unheard  of  and  unknunninEu- 
ro])e.  and  by  no  means  of  such  consnjijence  as  tlie  single  omtnty 
of  Yorlt,  in  England.    la  this  statement  exaggerated?   Is   it 
equal  to  tlie  truth  ?    If  tliese  tilings  be  bo,  doea  it  ever  r. 
you  what  it  is  Uiat  degi'ade.i  you,  that  keeps  you  witliout  a  coui 
without  ambassadors  without  a  navy,  without  an  aniiy?    If 
has  not,  I  will  lell  you,  anil  I  nill  show  you  wheirin  you  dil 
from  England.    There  the  Monarchy  resides.   There,  whate^ 
party  prevail,  the  Administration  Is  English,  and  their  «ile, 
at  least,  tlieii-  principal  view,  is  tlic  good  of  the  nation,  so  that 
tiie  interest  of  the  Minister  and  the  country  are  furnanlcd  by 
the  name  means.    Witli  us  it  is  not  so.    Our  Government  is 
formed  of  some  insignificant  English  nobleman,  who  presides, 
some  obsequious  tool  of  the  British  Minister,  who  pi-oposes, 
Mid  a  rabble  of  tlic  most  profligate  of  our  rountr^nien,  who  ex- 
ecute his  mandates.    The  interest  of  the  Goveniment  and  of  tJie 
nation  drag  diflTerent  ways,  and  with  tlie  ]Hirse  of  the  nation  and 
the  patronage  of  the  crown  appended  to  one  scale,  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  w  hirh  will  prepondei-ate.    Henre  flow  Uie  vai-ious  griev* 
ancfiS  of  Ireland :  corruption  in  every  form,  wanton  expense, 
unbounded  peculation,  sale  of  honors,  judicial  oi)pression.  an< 
.tiiough  last,  not  least,  the  plunging  her  into  all  the  horrors 
war,  in  a  qiiaiTel  where  she  is  no  more  interested  in  tlie 
of  reason,  than  if  the  difference  arose  in  the  moon. 

I  believe  in  tliehistory  of  man  there  is  not  to  be  found  an  instance, 
wherein,  of  two  nations  equal  in  all  natural  advantages,  equal  in 
intelligence,  in  spirit,  in  courage,  one  has  yet  been  for  centui'iea 
content  to  remain  in  a  state  of  subordination,  unknown  and  un- 
regarded,  drawing  her  Government,  and  the  maxims  of  her 
Government,  from  the  other,  though  demonstratively  injurious 
to  her  pride,  her  intereist,  her  commeree.  and  her  Constilntion, 
and  receiving  no  one  advantage  in  return  for  such  a  complete 
suiTender  of  her  imperial  and  independent  rights.  Wlien  I  con- 
sider the  situatJoB  of  Irdatid  at  tltii  day,  I  confess  I  am  attei-ly 
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at  a  kws  to  account  for  her  submission  to  such  degrading  infe- 
riori^.  Old  prejudices  will  do  mucli,  but  can  tliey  do  all  this? 
Or  has  the  wisdom  of  the  Aliuigh^  framed  atnite  kingdoms, 
as  he  has  some  animals,  only  for  the  convenience  and  service 
of  others? 

I  have  been  compelled,  bj  the  nature  of  this  address,  to  touch 
on  tlte  present  state  f^  the  connection  between  the  countries.  I 
have  likewise  examined  the  question  of  war  on  the  ground  of 
precedent,  and  I  hope  proved  that,  on  that  ground,  we  are  un- 
der no  tie.  In  my  next,  I  shall  try  it  by  the  touchstone  of  strict 
legal  nght,  and  I  requent  my  readers  may  keep  tiiis,  and  the 
f^w  subsequent  papers  of  which  I  intend  to  occupy  a  pM%  that 
tliey  may  have  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  examine  it  to- 
gettier. 

V-  B.  Tliii  object  be  did  not  puisue  in  UieM  papen,  but  dcvcleped  it  in 
hit  punphlet  on  the  SpuiUh  w>r. 

IL  B$»ay  on  the  itaU  of  Inland  m  1720.— By  T.  W.  Toite. 

It  is  a  favorite  cant,  under  which  many  conceal  tiieir  idleness 
and  many  their  corruption,  to  cry  that  there  is,  in  the  genius  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  particnlariy  among  the  lower 
ranks,  a  spirit  of  pride,  laxiness,  and  dislumesty,  which  stifles 
all  tendency  to  improvement,  and  will  for  ever  keep  us  a 
subtndinate  nation  trfbewers  of  wood,  and  of  drawers  at  water. 
It  may  be  worth  while  a  little  to  consider  this  opinkm,  because, 
if  it  be  well  founded,  to  know  it  so,  may  save  me,  and  other  «'ell 
widwrs  to  Ireland,  the  hopeless  labor  of  endeavoring  to  excite 
a  nation  of  idle  thiei'es  to  honesty  and  industry ;  and  if  it  be 
not,  it  is  an  error,  the  removal  of  which  will  not  only  wipe  away 
an  old  stigma,  but,  in  a  great  d^ree,  facilitate  the  way  to  fu- 
ture improvement  If  we  can  find  any  cause,  diflferent  &<om  an 
inherent  depravi^  in  the  people,  and  abundantly  miffici«it  to 
account  for  the  backwardness  of  tiiis  country,  compared  with 
England,  I  hope  no  man  will  volunteer  national  disgrace  so 
far  as  to  prefer  that  hypothesis  which,  by  degrading  his  coun- 
try, d^rades  himself. 

Idleness  is  a  ready  accusation  in  the  mouth  of  him  whose  cor- 
fvptian  denies  to  tiie  poor  tlv  means  of  labor:  "  Te  are  idl^" 


«uab  ui  owuu  &c^  8iiray,  misrule  and  ignon 
fuoiiy  in  the  Governmen(t»  are  means  safllcient 
keep  any  nation  in  ignorance  and  poTerty,  wifli 
Proridrnce  by  imputing  innate  and  iromovab 
millions  of  God*8  creatures.  It  is,  at  least,  an 
honorable  to  human  nature ;  let  us  try  if  it  be  n 
ant  to  tlie  reality  of  tilings.  Let  us  see  the  sta 
different  periods^  and  let  us  refer  those  period 
and  practice  of  her  then  Government 

To  begin  witli  tlie  first  grand  criterion  of  tlic 
nation.  In  1724,  the  population  of  Ireland  was 
in  1672,  1.100,000,  so  that  in  fiily-t^-o  years  i 
but  one  tliird,  after  a  civil  war.  The  rental  oft 
dom  was  computed  at  £  2»000,000  annually t  of 
sentees*  about  ^6700,000^  went  to  England- 
was  £  400.000  per  annum ;  the  current  cadi  i 
which,  in  1727,  ni-as  reduced  to  less  tiian  jS20( 
balance  of  trade  witli  England,  tlie  only  natio 
could  trade,  was  in  our  disfavor  about  £  1,000 
Such  wei*c  the  resources  of  Ireland  in  1724. 

Commerce  we  had  none,  or  what  was  ipvurse 
exportation  of  raw  materials  for  half  tfieir  valuf 
tion  of  the  same  materials  wrought  up  at  an  imi 
the  English  manufacturer ;  tlie  imiispensable 
life  bartered  for  luxuries  for  our  men,  and  fi^ 
women ;  not  only  the  wine^  and  coiTee,  and  silk,  t 
tiie  very  com  we  consumed  was  imported  from  I 

Our  benches  were  filled  with  English  lawyen 
rics  with  English  divines:  our  rustniii.linnM 
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tmployed  against  that  country  on  \i  hose  vitals,  and  in  whose 
blood  they  were  rioting  in  ease  and  luxury.  Every  propoKal, 
for  tlic  advantage  of  Ireland,  was  held  a  direct  attack  on  tlie 
interests  of  England.  Swift^s  pamphlet,  on  the  expetliency  of 
wearing  our  o^nii  manufactures,  exposed  flie  printer  to  a  prose- 
cution, in  which  the  jury  was  sent  back  by  the  Chief  Justice 
nine  times,  till  they  were  brow-beaten,  and  bullied,  and  wearied 
into  a  special  verdict,  leanng  the  printer  to  the  mercy  of  Uic 
judge. 

The  famous  project  of  Wood  is  known  to  ever}*  one ;  it  Ls  un- 
necessary' to  go  into  tlie  objections  against  it,  but  it  is  curious 
to  see  the  mode  in  which  tliat  ruinous  plan  was  endeavoi^  to 
be  forced  down  our  tliroats.  Immediately  on  its  promulgation, 
tlie  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Privy  Council,  tlie  mer- 
chants, the  traders,  tlie  manufacturers,  the  grand  juries  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  by  votes,  resolutioas,  and  addresses  testified  their 
dread  and  abhoii'enccof  tlie  plan.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  En- 
glish Minister?  He  calls  a  committee  of  the  English  council  to- 
getlier :  he  examines  Mr.  Wood  on  one  side,  and  two  or  tlirco 
prepare<l,  obscure,  and  interested  witnesses  on  tlie  other,  he 
non-suits  tlie  whole  Irish  nation ;  tlius  committed  with  Mr.  Wm. 
Wood,  he  puts  forth  a  proclamation,  commanding  all  persons 
to  receive  his  half-pence  in  payment,  and  calls  tlie  votes  of  Iho 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  tlie  resolutions  of  tlie  Privy 
Council  of  Ireland,  a  clamor.  But  Swift  had  by  tliis  time  raised 
a  spirit,  not  to  be  laid  by  tlie  anathema  of  the  British  Minister ; 
the  project  was  driven  as  far  as  the  verge  of  civil  war ;  tiiere  it 
was  stopped,  and  this  was  the  first  signal  triumph  of  tho  virtue 
of  the  people  in  Ireland. 

In  one  of  his  inimitable  letters  on  tho  subject  of  Wood's  half- 
pence, Swift,  ^itfa  a  daring  and  a  generous  indignation,  wortliy 
of  a  better  age  and  country,  liad  touched  on  the  imaginary  de- 
pendence of  Ireland  on  England.  Tlie  bare  mention  of  a  doubt 
on  the  subject,  hail  an  instantaneous  effect  on  the  nerves  of  tho 
English  Government  liere.  A  proclamation  was  issued,  ofibr- 
ing  £  300  for  the  author ;  the  printer  was  thrown  into  jail,  tlic 
Grand  Jury  were  tampered  with  to  present  the  letter,  and,  on 
their  refusing  to  do  so,  were  dissolved  in  a  rage  by  the  Chief 
Justice,  a  step  without  a  precedent,  save  one,  ^-hich  happened 
in  the  times  of  James  II,  and  was  followed  by  an  immediate 


<<  nature,  and  of  nations^  Irishmen  were,  and 
<«  free  as  their  brethren  in  England.''   We, 
day,  see  nothing  like  sedition^  prirjr  oonspin 
in  all  this ;  and  we  may  bless  God  for  it ;  but  i 
was  \cry  different    The  printer  was  prosociJ 
jail ;  Swift  escaped,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  him,  and  so  little  were  the  minds  of  men  p 
opinions,  tliat,  in  a  paper  addressed  to  the  G 
were  to  sit  on  the  bills  of  indictment,  Swift  ie 
shelter  under  past  sen'ices,  and  admit  that  t 
were  taken  up  by  Government^  as  offensive,  w 
inadvertency  and  un^winess. 

Tlie  famous  act  of  the  6th  of  George  I,  Si 
intiHrpidity,  docs  no  more  than  obscurely  hint  a 
timnny  to  the  miserable  depression  of  spirit  i 
when  the  last  rivet,  driven  into  her  fetters,  « 
England  hoped,  forever,  could  not  excite  mor 
tinct  and  half-suppressed  murmur. 

From  tliis  brief  sketch,  it  appears,  that  no 
be  more  hopeless  than  that  the  star  of  libert; 
arise  in  Ireland.  If,  notwithstanding  the  impen 
which  she  seemed  buried  for  ever,  she  has  yet  h 
renovated  splendor,  and  again  kindled  the  spiri 
surely  it  is  a  grand  faetf  overbearing,  at  cmoi 
thousands  of  cofmpt  cavillers,  who  cry  out  th 
nation  capable  of  political  virtue  or  steady  esat 
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c<l  without  exertion,  and  almoHt  witliout  seasation,  for  nearly 
60  years.  It  is  witliin  tlie  memory  of  the  youngest  of  us,  when 
the  cup  of  her  sorrows,  filled  as  it  was  by  tlie  profuse  hand  of 
uniuitigated  and  rancorous  oppression,  at  length  overflowed. 
On  the  iastaiit  the  siiell  was  broken,  the  genius  of  tlic  land 
aroused  himself,  and  again  turned  his  eagle  eye  on  tlie  sun  of 
liberty ;  he  looked  down  on  Ids  manacles  and  his  fetters,  and 
tliey  meltexl  beneath  his  glance ;  he  walked  forth,  glorying  in 
his  might;  in  his  right  hand  he  grasped  the  sword  of  ix'sist- 
ance,  in  his  left  he  held  tlie  charter  of  his  freedom ;  on  his  head 
ap]x^ared  tlic  sacred  helmet  of  the  Constitution,  and  tyranny 
was  appalleil,  and  oppression  witliered  before  bun. 

It  was  in  tlic  year  1778,  when  tlie  lust  of  power  and  the  pride 
t»f  England  had  engaged  her  in  a  visionary  scheme  of  subduing 
tlie  spirit  of  America,  (a  scheme  which  met  witli  the  fate  such 
arrogant  pn*sumption  deserved,)  tliat  the  germ  of  tlie  Irish  re- 
volution budded  fm-tJi.  It  ri>se  and  spread  in  a  grand  and  grow- 
ing climax,  from  a  non-importation  agit^ment,  whose  object  was 
trade,  to  associations  of  armed  men,  whose  object  was  liberty. 
Ireland,  in  its  nec4l,  felt  only  the  oppression  of  its  Government, 
but  found  no  protection  from  it,  for  corruption  had  exhausted 
the  funds,  and  tyranny  had  drained  the  force  of  the  nation. 
Our  armies  were  slaughtering  tlieir  bretliren  in  America,  whilst 
our  ports  were  insiiltefi  by  |ietty  and  piratical  incursions.  The 
wn*tched  rul(*rs  of  the  land,  competent  to  harass,  to  plunder, 
and  to  insult,  wcro  unable  to  defend  the  people.  We  were  left, 
fortunati^ly  lelY,  to  defend  ourselves.  An  army  of  50,000  men 
at  once  burst  into  existence,  self-appointed,  self-arrayed,  self- 
disciplined — an  army,  whose  principle  was  patriotism,  whose 
object  was  their  country ;  whose  ardor  was  tempered  by  wis- 
dom, whose  valor  was  fortified  by  roflection,  who  were  led  on 
by  tiie  high  spirit  of  freedom,  and  supported  by  the  steady  con- 
sciousness of  dignified  virtue.  Such  an  army  encompassed  the 
Island  as  with  a  wall  of  fire,  llie  enemy,  dsizzled  by  its  bright- 
ness, or  daiiiite<l  by  its  consuming  heat,  ventured  not  to  ap- 
proach it ;  and,  w  hilst  England  lii^mbled  to  her  centre  behind 
the  shield  of  her  boasted  navy,  then  flying  before  the  fleets  of 
France  and  of  Spain,  Ireland  rested  on  her  vnoM,  dsmi 
and  unterrified,  with  the  calm  confidence  of  ■ 
expecting,  but  not  dreading  the  impendiig  iit 
Voi.  1—70 
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But  it  was  not  the  iiivHsinn  of  a  foi-cign  enpinj  alone  that  ' 
IreUiid  had  to  fear.  She  saw  litrsclf  fobbed  of  her  ronstitution, 
and  cheated  of  lier  commerce,  hy  England ;  she  saw  that  every 
liro8i»en>u8  event  in  the  war.  was  instantly  followed  by  some 
direct  or  covert  attack  on  lier  interest  or  her  honor.  The  ti-i- 
iimphs  of  the  HriUali.  in  America,  few  as  tliey  were,  wei-e  an 
a  necessary  se«|ue]  attended  by  victories  over  Ii-cland  in  her 
own  Senate  "  The  viiilitty  biUa  vtre  passed,  and  Charlestirwii 
luken."  But  tlie  people  had  now  felt  their  own  Klrength ;  rely-  I 
ing  on  the  arms  in  tlietr  hands,  the  Justice  of  their  cause,  and 
the  goodness  of  their  God,  they  demanded  their  trade,  they 
demandeil  their  constitution,  from  the  proud  and  bullying  Eng- 
lish MinistPTt  nho  had  seized,  and  the  cnrrupt  and  cowanlly 
Irish  Senate,  who  had  surrendered  them.  The  voice  of  tlic 
people  in  such  a  cause,  is  the  voice  of  God.  At  a  wnnl.  the 
power  of  England,  in  this  country,  was  annihilated ;  the  lofty 
supenttructui-e  of  her  tyrainiy,  tliat  had  .stood  for  ages,  turn- 
bletl  into  ruins,  when  the  sacrwl  ark  of  our  freedom  was  brought 
forth,  and  tlie  trumpets  of  liberty  »iOunded  bcfoiT  it 

In  irsa,  tliis  gi-eat  and  unparallele^l  i-cvolutinn  was  accom- 
plished by  a  complete,  explicit,  and  final  surrender  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  of  all  right  or  pretension  to  legislate  for 
Ireland,  externally  or  internally.  Poyning's  act  was  modified, 
the  appellate  jurisdiction  was  restoi-ed,  the  babeat  corpus  law 
enactwl,  the  Judges  were  made  independent  of  tl>e  Ci-own,  the 
mutiny  hill  was  limited :  in  a  woni,  e^ery  oflensivc  statute  was 
repealed,  and  Ireland  i-eatored  to  her  ancient  imperial  heredi- 
tary rights.  It  was  said  at  that  time,  pcrbajis  incautiously,  tliat 
no  question  could  hereafter  aiTse  between  the  two  countries. 
We  have  seen  tliat  assertion  contrailicted  by  exiieriencc,  more 
than  once  already,  and.  from  a]>peai-ances,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  we  may  see  it  contradicted  again. 

We  have  now  beheld  Ireland  in  two  situations  not  a  century 
removed  n-om  each  other ;  we  hat  c  seen  her  in  the  moat  al^cct 
slavery ;  we  see  her  in  almost  perfect  freedom.  Wliat  have  fawn 
the  causes  and  the  means  of  herenmncipation  ?  Those  very  cir- 
rumstaiices  which  the  cold  and  the  corrupt,  the  venal  and  Uio 
Hliiritlewt,  deny  her— public  virtue,  wisdom,  and  spirit  It  is  in 
lire  people,  1  would  be  under^tod  to  mean,  that  Uiose  qualities 
are  to  be  found.    They  have  done  their  part,  and,  if  Irelanil  ii 
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not  yet  completely  free,  they  have  not  tliemaelves  to  accuae. 
The  very  Senate  to  whom  they  gave  rank  and  consequence ; 
the  Goveiiiment  to  which  they  gave  dignity,  deserted  and  ra- 
liledf  but  they  could  not  degrade  them ;  their  virtue  slandsi  and 
will  rorevcr  stand,  a  great  and  luminous  object  on  tlie  page  of 
history.  It  is  to  ages  yet  unborn  that  the  deeds  of  our  fathers 
and  our  own  will  appear  in  their  due  grandeur  and  elevation. 
The  object  is  too  vast  for  us ;  we  stand  as  pygmies  at  the  base 
of  the  pyramids,  too  near  to  comprehend  them. 

But  though  we  see  not  cnougli  to  duly  prize  the  virtue,  the 
wisdom,  and  the  Bpirit  of  the  Irish  people,  we  yet  can  comparo 
this  revolution  in  our  country  with  some  that  we  have  read  o^ 
and  others  that  we  have  seen,  and  sec  what  is  the  result  Was 
ever  so  great  and  important  a  change,  carried  nearly  into  com- 
pletion, at  least  as  far  as  the  people,  deserted  by  their  Gover- 
nors, could  advance  it,  without  shedding  one  drop  of  blood?  Did 
ever,  in  any  age  or  country,  so  many  virtuous  citizens  concur  to 
liberate  their  native  land,  where  no  individual  had  a  view  be- 
yond the  public  good  ?  Wax  one  man  enriched  by  ttte  emanci- 
pation of  Ireland  ?  Was  one  man  a^nindized,  unless  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  his  grateful  and  applauding  coontrymen?  It 
was  not  a  revolution  of  wild  experiment,  where  all  wder  was 
subverted ;  it  was  not  a  revolution  of  fanaticism,  intolerance, 
and  bigotry.  It  was  a  great  and  glorious  exertion  of  steady  and 
temperate  valor,  founded  on  the  principles  of  strict  justice,  con- 
ducted by  intuitive  and  daring  wisdom,  and  animated  by  that 
diaintercsted  and  ardent  spirit  that  sought  no  object  but  the 
common  good,  the  common  freedom,  and  tlie  common  glory- 
Such  a  revolution  could  not  but  succeed ;  to  doubt  its  success. 
we  should  doubt  the  beneficence  of  our  Creator,  and  the  wisdom 
of  his  Providence. 

After  the  testimony  of  oar  senses  to  this  grand  proof  of  the 
wise,  the  gallant,  and  the  uncomipted  patriotism  of  Irishmen, 
let  us  not  listen  to  the  idle  and  wicked  babble  of  those  who  tell 
us  that  the  spirit  of  the  nation  is  inc^iable  of  active  and  disin- 
terested exertion  for  the  common  good.  Lettbose  who  feel  their 
own  hollow  incapacity,  impotently  endeavnr  to  attach  the  vices 
of  the  individual  to  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  elude  tlie 
justice  of  public  opinion,  by  arraigning  the  tribunal  before 
whom  they  must  appear,  but  let  those  who  feel  in  tbcir  own 
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iiosoms  nf)  Intrnt  wparks  of  roiTuptiou  and  dislionor.  be  not  dis- 
he.irteiiPil  by  such  vile  and  <)pgra(ting  scnlimctit-s.  Let  them 
t-emeniber  that  livland  can  never  heifaftfr  Itave  to  do  ho  mucli 
aa  shv  has  alreatly  glorious^ly  acroniplinhcil ;  and  let  the  pride 
of  well  earned  fame  incite  them,  if  not  to  futm-e  exertion  for 
tlicir  connti-y's  complete  emancijiation.  at  least,  to  preserve  m- 
violatf  and  sacreii  that  freedom  and  those  bi'iiefits.  which  have 
been  hut  Just  acquired  hy  the  virtue  of  tlicir  fathers  and  iif 
themselves. 

AN  IKISUMAK. 

IV.  Essai)  on  Ike  J^'eceagily  of  Domestic  Union — By  T.  W.  T«.\  r.. 

It  is  the  singiihu'  fate  of  tliis  country,  in  which  she  diflVi-H 
from  all  the  rest  of  Europe,  that  in  wiiting  or  siieaking  of  her 
Government,  it  is  necessary  to  set  out  hy  proving  eei-tain  prin- 
ciples, which  arc  every  where  else  received  as  axioms.  This  I* 
the  more  vexatious,  because,  in  fact,  there  is  notliing  so  difficult 
to  be  proved  as  that  kind  of  truth  which  explains  itself.  In 
every  language  Uiere  must  bc_  certain  terms ;  in  cveiy  science, 
certain  principles,  which  are  tlie  most  simple  and  uncompoundcd, 
and  to  explain  tlie»e,  use  must  be  made  of  others  leas  obvioua 
and  determinate.  If.  tliercfore,  1  should  not  he  fortunate  enough 
to  be  very  clear  in  elucidating  the  subject  of  lids  essay,  I  beg 
it  may  be  remembered,  that  the  principles  I  am  tu  develop 
would  every  where  but  in  Ireland,  be  looked  upon  as  so  clear, 
that  elucidation  would  be  imjiossible.  or.  at  least,  tm»ece»sary. 

Having  premisei)  tiius  much,  I  shall  venture,  however  it  may 
shock  the  prejudicca  of  many  of  my  countrymen,  to  lay  down 
my  thesis,  which  is  simply  tliis:  "That  union  amongst  tlw 
people,  is  better  for  any  nation  tlian  hatred  and  animosity."  1 
beg  I  may  not  be  supjiosed  to  assert  a  paradox  merely  to  show 
my  ingenuity,  for  I  aJu  seriously  convinced  of  tiie  trutli  of  the  j 
above  position. 

Before  I  proceed  to  prove  it,  I  sliall  take  the  lihei-t.y  to  borrow  J 
fi-om  mathematics  one  maxim,  which  is,  by  the  practice  of  Ire- 
land, utterly   rejected,  and  yet  is,  not\vithstanding.  very  true, 
I  mean  this:  "  The  whole  is  greater  than  a  part"    I  know  tf 
my  antagonists  may  object  the  authority  of  Hcsiod,  who 
that  a  part  is  more  than  the  whole  N<iv<»t>  «A  » 


THEOBALD  WOLFE  TOKE.*  557 

«kiTir."  C^KTo  et  di£$,  line  40.  But  I  answer  thftt  Hesiod  was 
butapoet,  in  the  firstplacc,  and  in  the  next,  we  know  nothing  of 
his  public  principles,  ho  that  for  aught  tiiat  appears,  he  may  havn 
been  a  iory.  T)us  being  merely  an  abstract  point,  I  believe  I 
need  not  be  veiy  particulu*  in  proving  iL  It  may  be  suffl- 
cient  to  say,  that  as  the  continent  must  bo  greater  than  the  tiling 
fonfauned,  the  whole,  containing  all  the  parts,  must  begreater 
than  any  one  of  them ;  and  if  any  man  is  inclined  to  cavil  or 
doubt  my  argument,  let  him  make  the  experiment  of  a  long 
walk  with  a  shoe  too  short  for  his  foot,  and  I  apprehend  he  «111 
feel  sensibly  that  I  am  right,  and  become  a  convert  to  truth  and 


My  thesis,  that  union  is  better  than  discord,  might,  I  should 
apprehend,  be  thought  as  clear  and  obvious  as  the  aforesaid 
maxim,  did  not  I  see  the  conduct  of  the  whole  of  one  par^  in 
this  nation,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  other,  regulated  by 
maxims  diametrirally  oppn8ite  to  it.  Certainly  they  must  sec 
some  lurking  fallacy  at  the  bottom  of  it,  which  escapes  the 
duller  wgans  of  many  ardent  and  true  well  wishers  to  Ireland, 
who,  witli  all  the  ingenuity,  sincerity,  and  diligence,  tliey  can 
exert,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  it,  and  of  which  num- 
ber, I  confess  myself  one ;  for  I  cannot  suppose  that  th^  would 
admit  flie  truth  of  the  principle,  and  yet  square  tbeir  conduct 
by  rules  flatly  contradictory  to  it,  or  that  God  has  given  them 
reason  to  discover  it,  only  that  they  may  avoid  it. 

There  is  no  man  in  Ireland,  who,  if  the  questitm  were  pot  to 
him  in  general  terms,  would  not  at  once  admit  the  affirmative; 
I  therefore  shall  assume  that,  on  the  abstract  merits  of  the  case, 
union  is  better  than  discord,  and  that  it  is  in  a  mnral,  religions, 
and  pditical  light,  a  more  interesting  and  delightful  spectacle, 
to  see  men  embracing  in  ami^  and  love,  than  cutting  each 
other's  throats,  or  roasting  each  other  at  a  stake. 

I  have  now  got  through,  or  pcrhi^  I  should  say,  get  over 
my  two  heads;  it  remains  to  reduce  them  to  practice,  and  ai^ly 
them  to  the  sitnation  of  Ireland  at  this  day ;  I  ttietcfore  say, 
first:  Our  whole  people  consists  of  Catliolics,  Protestants,  and 
Preflbyterians,  and  is,  therefore,  greater  tlian  any  one  of  these 
sects,  and  equal  to  tlicm  altogether.  This  being  matter  of  fact,  will 
probably  be  conceded  to  me ;  but  my  thesis,  wbea  referred  to 
Ireland,  being  matter  of  opinion,  and,  moreover, per^dexed,  com- 


which  ever  came  unuu-  %u%.  ^^.^ 

necessary  to  take  a  sliort  glance  at  her  mtuaUoiiy 
to  England ;  because  I  believe  it  will  appear,  the 
of  those  general  arguments,  which  apply  to  all 
which  I  find  myself  grow  too  serious  to  repeat 
manner,  there  arc  some  peculiar  to  herself*  ani 
strongest*  weightiest,  most  cogent  mostjusU  and 
which  can  influence  human  decision. 

Ireland  is  a  small  country,  connected  by  a  m 
of  union  witli  a  larger,  a  poor  country  with  a  ri 
pie  are  not  one  half  so  numerous,  her  capital 
bably  not  one  tentli  as  great,  her  skill  and  dexterit 
arts,  far  below  tliat  of  Great  Britain.   These  v 
disadvantages,  even  if  she  were  blest  by  an  ind 
therefore,  an  honest  administration.   But  this  is 
nature  of  tilings  can  it  Im%  the  case.     She  is  go 
sent  from  England,  to  do  the  business  of  Enj 
hold  the  honors,  the  emoluments,  the  sword,  ai 
Ireland.   Fromtlie  situation,  natural  pi-oduction 
the  two  kingdoms,  tiiere  is  and  must  be  a  perp 
trade  betwt^en  them.   Trade  is  regulated  by 
made  by  Parliament,  Parliament  is  uniformly 
swayed  by  Government,  and  tlie  Government  ii 
easy,  therefore,  to  see  what  will  be  the  event,  w 
of  trade  arises  between  Ireland  and  England.   1 
will  be  impudent  enough  to  deny  tliis  to  be  a 
case ;  but  if  there  be  any  of  so  hardy  a  forehea 
him  to  a  ver}*  recent  transaction.   The  sessioi 
niip  House  of  Commons  voted  jS  900,000  to  e] 
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''countries  might  diFer  materially;"  Tor  the  ailment  which 
stifled  this  unscamnablc  inquiry,  wan,  "tliat  it  would  interfere 
*<witli  the  English  East  India  Company;"  and  with  this  an- 
swer, the  Parliament  and  people  were  aatisBed,  as  I  suppose, 
for  they  yet  acquiesce  under  it 

Considering  this,  therefore,  merely  as  a  question  concerning 
the  commercial  interests  of  Ireland,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  an  internal  union  of  all  her  people,  is  a  grand,  previous, 
and  indispensable  requisite  to  secure  and  extend  the  trade  vre 
ba^-e  so  lately  extorted.  England  has  8,000,000  of  united  pco> 
pie,  and  tliey  are  free;  Ireland  has  4,000,000,  of  whom  much 
above  one  half  are  degraded,  and  ought  to  be  discontented 
slaves,  instead  of  watching  tlic  insidious  arts  of  our  Govern- 
ment here,  wc  are  watching  each  otlirr ;  one  par^  looking  for 
advantages,  contemptible  if  they  could  be  obtained,  and  power 
uiyust,  if  it  could  be  cxci'tctl,  tlie  others  so  long  cowed  and  re- 
buked, that  they  appear  1o  have  lost  tlicir  spirit;  the  generous 
energies  of  tlieir  nature  arc  stifled,  and  it  is  only  by  their  figure, 
which  the  hand  of  foolish  and  wicked  tyranny  has  been  uiudile 
to  d^ace,  tliat  they  appear  to  be  men. 

The  English  Government  here  was  founded,  has  been  sup- 
ported, and  now  exists  but  in  the  disunion  of  Irishmen.  God 
forbid  1  should  wish  to  see  it  subverted,  but  surely  it  Ls  no  bad 
pledge  for  tlie  good  conduct  of  rulers,  that  they  should  have  a 
wholesome  fear  of  the  spirit  i^  a  people  united  in  interest  and 
sentiment  This  I  am  sure  of;  that  a  good  Government  would 
have  notliing  to  apprehend  from  such  an  event,  as  the  general 
conciliation  of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  and,  for  any  oUier,  the 
more  general,  the  more  determined,  and  the  more  acti>'e  oj^io- 
sition  they  met  with,  the  better  for  the  countr>-. 

Ireland  is  paralytic :  she  is  worse ;  she  is  not  merely  dead  of 
one  side,  whilst  the  other  is  unaffected,  but  both  are  in  a  con- 
tinual and  painful  and  destructive  struggle,  consuming  to  waste 
and  to  destror  each  other. 


pamiihletf  flie  title  to  which  was  <<  An  in^ 
is  bound  of  right  to  embnrlL  in  the  impendii 
of  Great  Britain  ;*'  for  I  ne^-er  had  a  dc 
must,  of  necessity*  be  involved  in  ever}'  ws 
of  England  should  think  fit  to  make,  tiK 
the  last  shilling  in  our  porkets«  and  tlie  las 
veins ;  and  that*  even  to  suppose  tlie  cont 
less  wicked  tlian  imagining  tlic  King*s  dei 
dares  to  be  high  treason.    However*  Sir* 
tliis  war  witli  Spain,  knowing  that  it  mus 
siness*  for  I  am  but  a  wearer  in  the  IaU 
our  business  is  already  bail  eiHHigh,  I  did ' 
or  two  of  tliis  sanie  pamphlet,  and*  as  1 
tiiink  tliat  tlie  notion  was  not  altogethe: 
length*  I'efiecting  a  litth;  longer  on  the  subjc 
believe,  that  a  man  might  not  only  imag/im 
sentiment^  witliout  feeling  his  head  tottei 
dreaming  at  nights  of  blocks  and  of  axes* 
It  Ls  amazing  when  any  old  prejudice  h 
a  tide  of  new  thoughts  and  opinions  rush 
before  could  never  have  got  the  smallest 
already  begin  to  tliink  our  standing  neut, 
possible  and  wise  for  us  at  tlie  present  cr 
be  even  for  tlic  advantage  of  England  t 
And  as  this  last  is  the  consideration  wliii 
fluence  most,  not  only  of  tlic  Engli^  but 
any  authority  in  our  Government*  and 
thousands  besides,  I  am  right  glad  that  I 
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judice  of  the  greater  Folk  nins  tin  other  way,  I,  wiUi  many 
oUtPFS,  must  submit  to  tite  will  of  my  betters. 

I  know,  Mr  Printer,  my  countrymen  are  a  bra\'e  and  fighting 
people,  and  may  not  readily  lend  an  car  to  any  one  who  recom- 
mends  peace  to  them,  irticn  our  neighbors  are  at  war.  Nay,  I 
feel  myself^  that  I  should  bo  ready  enough  to  leave  my  loom,  and 
take  a  firdock  on  my  shoulder,  in  a  good  cause,  for  my  Ring 
and  my  country.  But  I  remember  too  well  tlie  miteriet  vhich 
wo  all  suflbrcd  in  the  last  war,  not  to  desire  my  countrymen  to 
stop  and  think;  and  not  run  on  into  the  present  contest,  hand 
over  head,  as  they  are  too  apt  to  do  on  every  occasion.  Let 
them  think  what  a  check  it  will  give  to  all  our  maimfacturet, 
and  what  a  brain  blow  it  will  be  to  our  infont  commerce;  how 
many  of  our  most  industrious  jieople  it  will  drive  to  idleneu, 
and  Kianf,  and  beggary ;  how  much  of  our  best  }^aod  it  will 
spill,  and  huw  littU  of  our  liUU  wealth  it  will  leave  with  us, 
and  then,  perhi^n,  they  will  begin  to  consider  what  all  this  is 
for,  and  whether  it  might,  in  any  way,  be  prevented?  "No," 
people  will  say,  « it  cannot  be  otherwise — you  know  how  we  are 
"  amnecied  witli  England — it  is  very  hnrd,  but,"  &c  Now,  to 
aay  that  it  is  a  neceaaary  amsegwetux  of  our  connection  with 
England,  that  we  should  be  involved  in  every  war  A«r  Ministers 
shall  wage  for  her  pride,  or  her  power,  or  her  profit,  I  hope  and 
believe  ia  a  most  foul  calumny  upon  that  connection.  DevotH  to 
the  connection,  as  I  Mn,  it  would  grieve  me  to  the  heart,  to  tliink 
that  such  a  air$e  was  to  be  die  cwisequence  of  it  And,  tbere- 
(bre,  as  an  honest  and  loyal,  tiiough  poor  subject  to  his  M^csly, 
I  set  out,  befbrc  I  will  enter  into  any  argument  on  the  subject, 
with  here  solemnly  disclaiming,  as  a  most  abomiiuUfU  heresy 
■gainst  his  Crown  and  Government,  this  most  pemidoia  and 
dan^ermi*  doctrine,  that  Irdand  is  to  be  involved  in  every  war 
which  it  shall  please  the  Minister  of  England  to  make;  and  that 
otir  IRng  has  not  a  right  to  make  terms  of  peace  and  neutraiity 
for  us,  to  keep  us  clear  of  contests  we  have,  properly,  notliing 
to  say  to,  and  to  secure  us  a  quiet  intercourse  with  nations  we 
have  not  oflended,  and  which,  having  no  fleet,  we  cannot  oB^nd. 

Although  I  am  no  lander.  Sir,  but  a  poor  weaver,  this  appears 

sucb  good  sense  to  me,  Uiat  I  believe  it  to  be  law,  riz :  That  as 

Ireland  is  an  imperial  kingdom,  the  same  as  England,  that, 

therefore,  our  King  has  the  same  nghtt  in  making  war  or  peace 
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^cringings  of  our  hearts,  to  prevent  otir  being  again  reduced  to 
the  same  state  of  distress.  Neither  is  it  we,  in  the  Liberty  here 
only,  who  arc  concerned,  but  cvei*}'  weaver  in  tlic  JW/A,  and 
every  digger  in  the  SatUhj  and  every  landlord  too,  who  lives  by 
the  industry  of  these.  If,  therefore,  I  can  prove,  that  such  dis- 
tress may  not  only  be  prevented  during  the  approaching  war, 
but  that  this  Country  may  be  enriched  and  benefitted  by  it,  to  a 
degree  which  we  could  not  by  any  other  event  have  expected. 
I  hope^  Sir,  tliat  you  will  prints  and  that  the  pvblic  will  read^ 
what  even  I  can  say  on  tiiis  inteivsting  subject.  And,  even 
though  we  were  sure  tliat  it  would  be  of  some  little  advantage 
to  England,  tliat  we  sliould  be  involved  with  her  in  tlie  ap- 
proaching contest,  tlie  contrar}'  of  which  I  expect  hereafter  to 
pmve,  yet,  even  so,  I  would,  with  all  humility,  submit  it  to  the 
roiLsidei'ation  of  both  our  Houses  of  Parliament,  whetlier  it 
would  be  wisCf  or  merciful^  tliat  we  should  be  all  sacrificed  to 
any  such  little  advantage  of  hers?  We  oughtf  certainly,  and 
we  do  certainly  submit  to  a  great  deal  for  the  good  kingdom  of 
England  ;  but  I  trust  this  occasion  will  prove,  that  this  country 
is  not  now  in  the  deplorable  state,  in  which  it  was  represented 
to  ha>'e  been  in  the  days  of  S>vifl;  when,  if  a  finger  of  England 
was  sore,  and  it  was  imagined  that  a  poultice  made  of  the  vitals 
of  tlus  country  w^ould  have  given  it  any  ease,  at  a  woi*d  it  would 
have  been  done. 
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The  alter  MtioDiaf  the  «ntli,  aow  Bred 
To  DObleM  ittOt,  bf  noblMt  »Mt  idtpirM, 
Il%h  Id  the  ralai  of  ^orj  *rita  &  neme, 
WmthM  RUDd  with  libcrtj'i  iBnoHal  ftna  i 
TU  lUoe  to  araap  ■  pMh  ahsun,  DDkaowa, 
The  palm  of  e>^  i»«««Bf  aO  thf  ovn. 

"  Bat  whr  ■!!  thii '    HMnMncMnMklhb  We 
•■WithblMk«riaT'rTf    b't oar  afa- f  ouriM  r 
SonihfDaro«nbreMt|  la  alyeet  lettcn,  thare 
Reed  ahf  ]ro«  Mill  the  tiuclM  din'ry  weu-, 
ThoBthBrittlB,  vHh  ■  tnmbliog  hMul,  onti'd 
The  fitten,  (MfaioaM  b  her  po«>r  Md  pride. 
Still  ve  fDO  d>*a,  in  hater  cbaiai  •ntvia'd  | 
For,  thoDgh  joar  liohe  uc  &n,  fan're  rinci  b  mjad. 
Imperial  Iiclead  i— eillj,  taDnting  noad, 
9*T  ia  vhU  deed  Ihf  empire  ret  it  Inind  I 
Fiwn  mther  pole,  unto  the  bamiOK  unc. 
Where  m  thou  lav'i,  hn'd,  heted— a>r,  or  koowa  t 
When  did  the  apeniud  enr  dreed  thf  name  > 
Or  Gellk,  trembliat.  Tie  vith  thee  iiir  Quae  f 
Or  Porlii|il,  eat  from  the  Speniard'i  «la|, 
A  tribute  to  Ifa^  eonqa'ring  flory  hraig  f 
Or  Mardf  MolUnder,  vbo,  fram  hi*  bo. 


When  io«>rkic*irtae  hk  h%h  aimi  ie^ire*, 
B*r.  emihe  UgfaKhrheeart  withrinl  Snaf 
Or  BOV,  while  lUrm*  tt  war  o'er  Eaiape  lowV, 
To  MQ«c  or  Majr  ihek  dmader*  wbeie^  thr  powV  f 
OocaaooM  wWiempe  tbee  la  he  peat  1 
Or,  b  tfaj  heart  t*  pettr  la  Ihj  ataU  f 


Km-  let  Hk  pige  o(  tu^frj  ewr  flam 
Wkk  OM  r«M  4ecd,  to  d^nify  Ikf  n 
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